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4 or THE , 

Fifteej;y^ Parliament of Great-Britaln, j 

o 

jp//^ REPORT from the COMMITTER if SECRECY, appitnt*i 
into the Caufes of the Wat tn the CAKNAflCy and tf the Cvndttiw if dsn 
Britsfls Peffjfom tn thije Parts, 

T he Committe of Secrecy, appointed to enquire into the caufes of 
Har that now fubhfis in the Carnatic, and of the prefent cond'tion of 
the British poiTtflions in thofe parts, a d to report the fame to the Honie, 
with their obfertratioDS thereujton, harinj;, iince the day ot their u^>pcnou 
ment, emplo)ed thcmfelm with the utmott dib|^oce inp'rufirg ibe rtcordh 
of the Eaft-India Company, and fevcral other papers which they h>d or* 
' dered to be laid bifore them, and in exam ning fuch witneil^s as were likely 
to afford them information, and to throw light on the federal objeflsof their 
enquiry; they will now report to the Houfe the refult of their proceecuagi 
in the following manner: 

THEY will fin! give the Houfe an account of the irruption of Hyder 
Ally into the Carnatic; of the militaiy tianfaAions that happened in confht* 
quence thereof; and of the meafures that were taken by the governor ge* 
neral and council of Bengal, and by Sir Edward Hughes, commander of 
his Majefty^ ftiips in thofe feas, upon their recen ing m orraation of Hyde* 
Ally's irr^tiou; and of the defeat of the troops under the command ot 
Colonels Fletcher and Baillie. 

And as it is Impciftible fully to judge of the condi di of the Company** 
fervants, as far as it may be fuppofed to have had any influence on tbefe 
tranififtions, without being ftrft informed uf the pittUi^rence they received 
of H}der Ally’s intentions to fnwtirfire Carjhstieiryttur Coffl^tiuee silB, 1i 
Vox.. UI. B •the 
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3 PARilAMENTAR V A, 1781 . 

the next place, ftate to the Hou^,e the intelligence which the Company’s 
ienrants appear to h-vc received ot the hoftile intentions of that prince, and 
of^his preparations to make war on the Britifh pofTediuDS; and y-iur com¬ 
mittee will then proceed to report the condudof the company*!) icrvants, as 
fitr as it appears lo have had any influence on thefe traniadtions, or to ha\e 
been the caufe of the misfortunes v\iat have lately happened, under the fol¬ 
lowing heads: e '' 

MILITARY, 

POI ITICAL, 

REVENUE. 

Although your committee arc not as yet prepared to give full information 
tothcHoufe upon all ihefe diflerent branches of enquiry, they have thought 
fit not to let the feflion come to a conclufion without bringing down a report 
of what they have already prepared. 

And your committee find, as well by the difpatches received by the court 
of directors fronv their ferv.ints in India, as by letters received by the lords 
of the admiralty, by his Majeity’s principal fecretaries of ftate, and by the 
fecretary at war, from his Majetty*s offi^-crs in thofg parts, that the various 
reports which had for feme time prevailed of the h.^.lile movements and pre¬ 
parations tnade by Hyder Ally Khan, tor the decl.;^cd purpofe of invading 
the Carjatic, were verified by ceitain intelligcnct, jjcceived at Fort St, 
George on and after the 23d of July 17R0, that parrof his cavahy had 
adlually entered the province m different places, and fvlat one body, after 
destroying the village of Conjeveram, had penetrated quite acrofs the penin- 
i\lta tsfar as Porto Novo (a fra-port a little to the fouthwardof Cuddalore) 
and had plundered it, and that Hyder himfelf foon followed with his w'hole 
anny through the pafs of Changama. 

Ii appears that the alarm was now poured in from all fides, and almoft 
every frontier of the Carnatic was at once attacked or threatened by the ene¬ 
my’s horfe; nor were the northern Circars without reafonable apprehenfions 
of being ovor-run by detached parties of them. 

And your committee find, that thefe accounts were generally accompanied 
by reprtfeutarions from the different garnfons, of the danger to which they 
were *.xpaftd, of falling a facrifice to the invader, unlefs they had a material 
and fpeedy fuj'ply of men and rtorcs. 

And it appe rs, that Hyder’s power was reprefented as flic more formidable, 
nrvt only from the number of his own troops, which, by reports, amounted 
to near one hundred thoufand men, but from his being joined by a coivQilcr- 
able body of Europeans under Monfieur Lally, with whom he was laid to 
confer <m all occafions, and by whom he was ftimulated to Aich determined 
enmity againft the EngliOi, as to give up his firll intention t.f writing to the 
governor of Madras.—And it appears, that news being alfo then f.iid to be 
brought from Mauritius, of the French fuperiority of force and fmeefs in 
EurojJC^ ind of their intention of fending to the coaft a confiderable reinforce¬ 
ment of troops, and fupply of military ftorcs, Hyder was f iid to have ex- 
p'effed his plfdfure at thole tidings, and to have repeated his determination 
“ to ruin the Carnatic, and to cJi.ifti<ethc Eiiglifli, He had tried them al¬ 
ready, mid knew them well; they li..d noconduift; and even now, although 
he had afibubled lb great a force to enter into their couniiy, they had riot 

. mnaitefted 
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manifefted the leaft glimmering of abilitjP, and therefore now was tbe 
to go againft thom.** 

ft was faid, he had given particular oCiders that no attack (hotll4 be 
on tlfo Tanjore country; but bi& defign was ei?h^r to furpnze Ma^rat, 
the lituatiun of which he wa&well acquainted, or to ailaitlr Arcot, or toJ|^ 
(irft to Pondicherry, and after fortifying it, to proceed to the fiege of 
capi.al of the Car aric-—that ^e had received lette>8 from Poonah, whhii 'i' 
enouraged him to invade the Carnatic, andalTured him, that the PeJhfPt' i 
would on his part alto profecure the war after the rains fhould be over. ./ ,, ?t] 

And your committee find, that Mr. Whiteliill was now prefident ai^ 
vcrn'*r c f Fort St, Geor-e, and that Mr. Sm th, Mr. Johnion, and Sir J 
tor Muuro, compofid he fele« 5 t committee; which wng affembled^ 
24th of July, a id the following days, in confuTtation, on the intelUgjenpe ' 
lately brought 10 them, rcfolved, that, as beyond all doubt, Hyder liad 
actu.dly iommltted holaiitirs againH: the Carnatic, the moft expedidottji 
means ihruld be t,tkcn f«>r ailembling an army in the field* and for this ptffr, 
pofe the iollciwtng irou/’s were, by the commander in chief, recommended 
CO be imntediaicly to hold themlelves in leadinefs to march,^t a mb* 

meiit’s warning,” K»s M 73d regiment at Poonamakee, ift battalion, 

one reg^nent at Vulloic—the troops cantoned at Pondicherry, confiding of 
one battalion of Eiiropeans, and 4 battalions of fepoys^i^th battalion pf 
fcpo\s at Frichinopuly —aid do. of do. at Madras>->,;r«.iiadiersof the Ejaf/0* 
pea n battalion at do —the artillery at the Mount—at the fame time abfent 
ofticers were directed 'ojoin their corps, draft and carriage buDoclcii wcro jjr- 
dertd to be got in re.idi ,fcfa, and all necellary ftores to be prepared: , 

Letters weic wrote to Beng 1, o Bon-.bay, to rtllichcrry, to the Nabob 
of Arcor, to the Kaja of Tanjore, to Sir Edward Hughes, and to the ofiicers 
cuminai'dants on d.itcrent llaiions. 


It .ipp'.Mrs that the fc left committee, in their difpatch, dated 261 h of Jul^ 
to Bengal, after rrm nding (he governor general and council of hat'ing ift 
their lad letter inrormed them ot Hyder’s approach to the frontiers, now 
give an account of his being actually in the Carnatic with a large anry, and 
that grA.;it numbers of the inhabitants were fied from their habitations, aud 
that thereby an entire flop would be put to the tillage of the ground—that 
in thefe circumllances they moll hope for a fpeedy fupply of monev from 
thf?t», or their refources would be found inadequate to the exigency ;—that 


if they could be afiured of means to fuppnrt the expcnce, and knew the 
prefent ittuation of the government of Bengal, in regard to the MaMtms, 
they Wtiuid direct an attack on Hyder’s poflefiions on the Malabar coatt, by 
ailidance fent to the detachment they hud at Fillicherry, and by the co« 
ope ation which they Ihould hope for of the fquadron of his Maj 'fly’s ihips. 
In c >nclufion, they earneill) enforced the necclfity of all the prefidenclea 
uniting to j unilh Hyder. 

It#ppears ID their letter to goi^ay . da tc^^th July, the fele^ committee 
give 4 iim liar account of HycKTT tlfvafionT^IfrproSsble caofes of which 
they think it were fuperfi mus now to ftatc) and declare themfelvcs capable 
of ading only on ihe detenfive: they exprefs a hope that Bombay might 
in a fiiuatlon #0 diilrefs Hyder by aitack<ny his poiTeilions on their coafi, or 
at lead; that they would do fo when the Maratu war Ihould be at an end: 
. . B a ihejr 
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it to them to ufc endtv*vo')r5 for ftirrtng up the Nairs aga'inll 
which they fuppofe be c.;lily accomplilhtd. 

' ai8<''h;ir the/ adUrcfs 'hemf^lves, on the 28th July, in like manner 

to t^'chief and council of Tciiv;herry, recommending 10 them to be on t|;:cir 
iptt&hd againfi flyuer*s yaftT^ns in thofe parts; but hoping at the fame time 
.that they may be ealily able to draw off the Nair» to a^ otfeniively againit 

it i^pears to your committee, that the nabob had been the firft to give 
ittteUigcnce of the irruption of Hyder’s horfc, ami ot the ravages which they 
httd'Committed ; he had very ftr./ngly exprefled his alarms for the fafcriy of 
Jus country, and had himfelf been a Iblicuor to the prtlidency for the pro- 
tediooof his territories.—And i'. appears that the letter of the g'lvernor to 
him, dated the abth of July, coniameJ not. only an application lor his affift- 
ance in mom-y and other fuppHus, but allb an anfwer to pans of his Icticrs. 
The governor oblerves, ** that Hyder’s niotioiib for fome tlays h ri unvtilcil 
thedehgn he feems to have entertained for tome tire/ pall ajainll the Car- 
Qptic; that wliilft there wm.s .any probability ol h £ irCtnt'.ous being frullratcd 
ordireffed to another objctl, he, the governer, chofo not to put the com¬ 
pany or tUe nabob to the c-x pence of great military prep.^ ations, becaufe he 
was very certain after the exertions they had lately made againft the Freneii, 
that fuch expcnce could not be provirleJ ior, wi hoot neglfi'ting other ob¬ 
jects pf great importance; but that notv, when hoiUHties were a^Knliy com¬ 
menced on the parr of Hyder, it beearHc expedient at all events to attend to 
thefafet, of the country; ami he hoped that the Nabobtvftuld exett hi'ufwlf 
for*ii hat purperfe, and inform him what money he could luriihh, and cii- 
^de.ivowr to coileA as great a fuppl) as poflible of b..l!ock?, provilions, and 
0|;h«^ neceflaftee. ” 

It appears to have been fuggened, that the country of Tanjore w.is not 
Ol^cr run or plundered by thole who wtre fpreading detalb ion all around it; 
and of this circumllancc the governor made ufe in his leuer to‘ the Raja, 
dated the 29'h of. July, to enlorcc his application for airiflance, particularly 
for a fuppi;. of grain, and an ample contribution of money, to expedite the 
military 0])crations, and to Htew his zeal in a caufe in ivhich the welfare of 
bis own govc imeiit, as well as that of the comp.iny, and of the n.ibob, 
werefo much interellrd. 

It appears that the letter datred the 28th of Jtil}’, to .Sir Edwaid Huoh'vs, 
fotltaiued a rcqiiefl that he would fend the Sariine frik/are to l\)>u‘i. lu rry, 
to convey thiihcr arrillerv, officers and men, and fome Lafears, with tents 
and baggage, and Ibme fUld pieces, and to afiift in brinjrtng ulF fgme Ficnch 
officers, annon, .and military ftores, which Colonel Praiihwaite, the coin- 
mat derof the troops Rationed th(.rc, would wilh to put on board,—.-ind it 
appears rl#at Sir Kdwatd Hughes very readily complied with this rcqncft, 
find informed theBoaiJ, hy Icrr. r of 30th July, that as he apprehended the 
French w'ould attempt to hand a body of troops fiom Mauritius on the coaft, 
be ffiodlji proceed with N.ijorc and Negapitam, 

that^he might be in the way lu intercepting them. 

It iippeirs to your comm itee, that ordeis were fent to Col. Bai'.hw'aite, 

the a4th and 27111 ol July, that, after he ffiould have enib%ikcd on board 
'barti^C) 4od fuch other velfcls he cogld procure, ail the gunpow^der, 

cannon^ 



A. 1781. DEBATES. 5 

^ I 

cannon, and fiores, rtmaming in PondichAry, he (hould tn^eh to Wand^' v 
(vaih with the troops under his command, j^ovtded he bad rcafon ^ bettcvifiM 
there would be no danger of his meeting aii>rce mmh fuperior to hts nwn]^ 
but if Ik ajtjirehended any dangec of that fort, ne#tras to match diredliy td 
Madras, by the moii fecure routeJie could take. 

And it appears that Colonel Nixon, commanding at Trichinopoly, wat 
ordered, by letter of 26th July, tc^detach immctUauly Captaui Davis's bat* 
talion and two field pieces, to join Col. Braithwaice at PooJ.cherry. 

And your committee find, that Colonel Raillie, who commanded at this 
time a firong detachment of troops in tlic Guotoor Cirenr, was ordered, by 
letters the a i;:th and 29th of July, to direfl an attack, as he inighr find up* 
porcunity, on Cuddapah, or Ibme other of Hyuer’s polVcifions in thufc parts* 
with a view ** of dittielfing the enemy as much 'ii pofiible, confidently with, 
the netcib’ry proteftioa of the rom, any’s icrijt >ries;—and that, if for the 
putpofe of reducing the tort or Sedhout, he flioi. Id want heavy cannon, he 
was inftrudtcd to wait till it could be lent t<* him from Al^ras—that he 
ihould dt’taih aliiliauce to Jlieuienant 1 ) uglus, for toe ci’ltnce of ihc Gun* 
r<.()i, if nec.lTiiy or exyc^ent, and Ihould lend Captain Sinuh's baualibn to 
Madris, if he could fj!>'aic it.** 

And yout committeir fiiul, that Lord Macicod, who commanded hU Majef- 
t) *s 73d legimenr, wa. lummoned to the boaid on the ?6th of July; and* 
hacing, on his anendancc theie, proniifed 10 exert himielt to the otmoft tor 
th'* fervice to wluch he was appointed, icc ued t-rJeis tl.e n'*\t day to mari^ 
tioin Poonftiulic to Eyecollani, n»'ar Conieveiam, as fouu as he Ihould be* 
ioiiud bv the detachment fi<im the ga*iifi>n, and the aitiilery froin the 
Mount; lor whicli purpofe, order had been made out on the 26th to Colonel 
j lines, who eoiucnanded there. 

And your committee fitui, (hat all thefe refolutions of the board were not 
unanimous. 

f It appears, that tw'o niembcis of »hc felecf comtr.itfce advifid, in their 
no nates of the aCih of )ulv, that Sir F.dvvaia Hughes liiould oe defired to 
fail to Pondii. heriy, with the whole fijuadron, for tfie removal of the troops 
by fea, 11 Colon 1 Hiaithwaite iliouid think it would be attended with the 
r.nalUit rilk to m^tch io i upottant a derai.hniriir by land.** 

And your committee find, that rhele gentlemen, on the :9th and ^orh of 
J^ily,spk^ioteitcd in very ftrong terms agatnil the ordeis fent to Col. R.iliie s 
iiating, ** that the Cuddepah country was on the other lidu of the ptlTeii, fat 
difiaiii fiotn Innaconda, and that it he Humid ptoceed thither with hts de^ 
tachnient, it would be no eafy matter to recall hin, iliuuld his fervtces b< 
retpiirc'd in the Ca.natic; that he ought to be directed to come with all ex< 
pedition to join the army, by which it might be made fufiicient, in all pro< 
babihty, to drive Hydei out ol the pioviuce, or at lead to prevent h‘.4 Mk< 
ing poilelfion of any of the firong furls. And that it would not be poifibh 
to oppofij^him, if the troops remained in dirjTf^ d bQ(fie a..and fcattered 11 
difianc garrifons.** 

And your committee find, that the prefident and general perfified in re 
commending the orders to be funt as before refolved on, alled'^iag as re f mt 
** that Colonel Baiflie might not only difirefs the enemy in >a ijuartcr, bu 
oblige Hydcr CO withdraw part of his force from the Carnatic, dud becau e 1 

B 2 wa 
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ddiubMvf if frovifion? ct^ulcl be immediately procured for a greater num* 
1 ^ tham v^. 3 ro now tinder marefaing ort^ers.** 

. 'Jit appears, that MeffieursJSmitb and Jvhnfon w'ould not admit' the idea of 
being unable to procyire pr^viHons tor Colonel Baillie*9 tletachmeiil; and 
^Kect^red, that they held the majority of the committee refponhble for the 
.dpoie(]uence« of their reColuuon on (his head. 

And it appears to jmur committer, ilut the Colonel haring, by letter 
Anted the aythof July, tranfmitted an account o( tiie diihculticS he wjs under 
to fubliA hi* troops, on account of Hyder’s horfe to ihe fouthward, and the 
i^Ullnefs of the Kidna to the northward, and mentiooed his .'ippie’ten* 
^1)8 of not being able much longer to detain the bullocks neceflUry lor a 
march (without which he could not move) the felctft committee altered their 
indruil^ions, and iiTued anew order on the 3iti of July, for him to march 
towards the prefidency “ if he ihould be unable to fubfill his detachment io 
the enemy’s country, or from any other quarter.” 

And your committee find, that Mtflieurs Smithy and Johnfon, on the 29th 
of July, moved, that Sir Heft ir ^VJ-itiro Ihould hiijjielf lakc the c mriiand of 
the forces in the field ; ai d that the governor, on rn.^fjOrh Ju!v, cn ered his 
minute of dilTcnt 10 the motion. “ thinking it highlv t-xpeul- nt i.> have the 
continuance of the general’s adec , t • enable tiic c -..imirtct to lutin tl-.e r 
]p]au$ of opcratioiis."—\ud it apjvcars, that the genera! at ihc Ihioe time de- 
cla^ed, that wl’cr.evcr the army lliould he .iflemb'ed, and the commitrce 
b^enablcd to judge more clearly of fjyder"'' intension, he wo ild t.»ke ihc 
Command: in the mean time, he thought he co ud lender nioir fcrvict- by 
jfiRying at h^iadras, and that excliilive ot tnit eo-.fid.r.irjon. h.s health was 
very indifferent it was thetefote refoived, “■ tluit Lord M.ieleud llmu.d 
be di^fired to take the cumm.-nd, and thai initruftions ihould acvoidingly re 
prepared lor him.” 

And it appears, that the commander mi chi-1 »h n jcc urim.-ndvd, tha’’the 
troops which wcie.to take the fie d tro n tlicnee .md fn. Ti V'eHotr-, n on d .tf- 
ipmble at Hyec<>iiam, near Conjeverum; and that it wa? rii'oivcd accordingly 

the icleft .ommittee. 

But it un>cMrs that a letter received from his Lordfiip on the fiificf An- 

S ifi by the felcft committee, occolioned a change in rhisi mealurc.-He 

erein offers hU fentimems on the plan of oper.i. j.ms an I particularly lot* 
the junftion of the fevcral corps of which the army w-is to be compofed.— 1 ' 
o 1 )fcrvc 8 , “ that the rendezvous now intendid, migh have be^ n Ihe p'o- 
pereff bi fore the inv .lion, bur the march ol tho^c detachments by the routs 
propofed, would, at this critical junft irc, render them liable to be atiatked 
fopiraiely, and eitiier the objidt of their juiifti.-n rendered abortive, or fome 
part of the army receive iucb a check, as, in his opinion, it would be im- 
prudent «o rllk mi the fit ft outfet of the war. And, dci'miug the co'ps afll.i'n- 
cileA at Poonam.ikce to be the bails ol the ftiength of the Carnatic, he thinks' 
it ought not to moWK. frrvr.i>oii5»,j«yghbr>JKhood of the magazines aCid (lores, 
► till joined by all the troops whii-h could be drawn together, and enabled to 
march in fuifKient force to aft cffeftitally m the field agaitiff the numerous 
cavalry of the enemy. 

He would not venture to (bggeft thd manner of fflVmblflng thefe corps, but 
Would recommend thole routs march, whmh a knowledge of the 

country 
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country would point o«t as leail expofed to t>e harraiTed h% tlie enenty 
that the }uiij^tion ihould W ^)rfined near the prelidencyii—>fie declares his j 
nion, 

CarnatiCf 
try 

He wiQiesairo to be joined by all the cavalry ii 4 itch icould he jptocdrt^; 
concluaes with decUr that ***he cannot adopt ffrefponftb^t!^ in the ex* 
ecution of plans which do not coincide with his own judgment.*^ llappearty 
chat Sir Hector Munro, in confequence of this letter, delivered in a mintiih* 
on the illuf Augud, in which hd declared, ** that the defence of Madraa 
and the Jaghire, not being the great objed of his plan, but as He alfo wiihed 
to prevent Hydef, if poffibic, from getting f^oflenion of the principal for^^ 
he could not approve of Lord Macleod*s reafuning ; that he flill thought thjfe 
troops ilioiild be afiembled n*ear rbe propofed feene of action, and could ndt 
himfelffce the dithculties ot bringing the force together ; that if the copi* 
mittee ihould do him the honour to delire him to a juniVion, he thin^ 
he might venture to protnife th^m to perform it, an<l ef^ ecially as Hidcr With 
his infantry was yet at Cahfpaitic, nearhis own territories; and white he re* 
mained there, his cavalry could not prevent the jumEtum of their troops.’* 
And your committee .^nd, that the piefideiit hereupon moved, Sir 
Hector Munro be deCviu to take the command of the armv alTctnb cd in the 
field; which was rcfailyed on ^ and Lord VLcleod u as direflcd to proceed next 
day from Pounamalec (if the ll- rrs, ihould arrive that night) towards 
Eyecollain, and that the general would join him on his March, in a day of 


two. 

And your committee find, that the infirutflions propo»ed to be given to 
genetal (by which the plan ot operatlins were lett to his diferetion) contained 
a deilre, that, “ if the d fpofitions made by the enemy at any time enabled 
hi m to leave the command fora tVw days, he would on fiuh occafion return, 
to Madras, that the committee ini^ht have the benefit of his advice for future 
operations.** 

^ And it appears, that Meflrs, Smith and johnfon Jifiented to this part of the 
mflructions, which authorized the general toleive the a"Tiy at pleafure; and 
they declared their concuncov,': i,i .ipinion with Lord Maclcod, on the prer* 
per mode and place lor elicrting :i junclion of the troops; and cxprelled 
n.uch alarm at the idea of a ditlrinl rcndczvMits of the army, becaufe of the 
wcaknefs and wealth of the hbek town, for ihc fp^’t-'^al defence of which they 
wiflic^jto have two b-.ttdlions t»f fi-i'.oys raiftd, which the town had promifed 
fo pay ; they recnpiaiKits-d many pomts on which the preiident and Sir Hectqir 
Munro had did'eicd with them ; and they alLited, that eveiy material op»* 
nion of theirs had, however, been necefl’arily adopted by the majority ia the 
orders rcquifitc for Colonel l^li!!le. 

And it appears. That the fcltvEl committee now on further c^onfiderarion, 
refolved to dirciEt Colonel Balllie to march towards the prclidcncy art all 
events, and to take fuch route as ir.iglit poSibly give h*m an opportunity 
cutting oft' fome of the enemy’s convoys. • 

And if an pears to your cammittJs,ir'**Trt<nr nciiTiiTfh’fiJTio^ wcresiow feat 
to Colonel Braitliwaite (who had, hy letter received the 3 ill of July, rcpre- 
Ecnted his lorce to be fo rcfpedable as, in hb opinion, no* to fear the im- 
• pcdlm^ 
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of any «Demy they we# 9 Ukeiy to mea with) that he (hoold march 

Ch'nglepttt inilead oi Wan^awafli^ and from thence join the army at Eye- 
<lolUm. , 

The European battalion from Vellore wm ordered on the 31ft of July not 
"to Advancv to join theormy at th^ place of general rendezvous, if any ftrong 
‘ehrt)’ of the enemy was kn^wn to be in the way; but it was in fuch cafe to 
Ik d' r<aned at Velio e, meafures Could <be taken to facilitate a junltion* 

And your committee find. That the enemy was in the mean time making 
iu Vimofl mintnrtipttd pioyrtls in ravaging the country, and pl> ndcring 
md burnttfg the villages, and taking fcveral torts on the frontiers: accounts 
alarm were coofeqrently very frequent, and the nabob fent daily mtel- 
'^gence of thediiliefled date of his dominions, and of the few troops there 
Wei< to defend iome of the pnnclpal gaiiifon towns, exprefliug particularly 
his *e.irs fot hi*i capital, which he knew would be fuua attacked, and which 
rouit quickly 1 ill, if It was not itrengtbened with additional troops and for- 
tih( nons. He repreltnted the fatal coniequences of its lofs, as be had 
lodged great niogazinei of ill kind‘< of ilores in it, and in the principal forts 
0f Vellore, Cjingee. Wandeuafh, and Trichinopoly, and hiqied that men- 
fares would b' taken to pielerve them ; that his diftrciTes alfo were great for 
wane of money, and that he could borrow none,to pay his cavalry, which 
could not take the fu Id for want of their anears. 

And join cominitfi't find. That the raja of Tanjore had early declared 
hxuifeh difpokU to as far as he fhould have tht pbwer, m repelling the 
<^Mrmon enemy; but. that having no tioops of his oun, he mull depend 
on ihe company toi the piotcA on of his country, which had as yet indeed 
cjf ped the rav'ges of HydcT* horfe, becauiethe river*t were impafrable, but 
*1that as foon as the waters flituM f<ill, he muft ex|t:Cl: their incurlifais *■—He 
comoUinfd particulaily in In'- letter of the ;thot ^ugull, that the nabob 
had, uiiiiein poflediou of his country, fo oppieKcd tl e people and dcfolated 
tht •and', that he w'as now h. nldf lo far ftoni having money to lend to the 
nlBltanre of the conipanv, tkit he could nut luJhll hib engagement for the 
depoht, and hid with difhcultv paid his lubiidy of four lacks that he hid 
great fatisfaC^'on in knowing that the company wete clear gainers of two 
lacks annua U in time of peace, as the whole cxpcnccoof the tiuops Rationed 
tor the dc^ nee oi hts countiy. amounted only to two lacks;—that he would 
howcMi t x<M himlclt to procuic giain fot the prefidcncy, and bad taken off 
all dut cs on c* poi ariop, as the prelidency had infuimed him they had done 
on impoitatnui, for the encouragement of the couutiy people to tan^ down 
thfir gram to the tcHlls, which he driired might be lent tor it. 

And your committee find, That the laja, la a lettei dated 27th of July, 
and M«ijoi MadcUan (who commanded the comp my’s troops at Tanjorc) in 
a letter dated the ‘*6th, reprelented the ncceility of repairs to the foitifica- 
tioo'i, and of rtinlorcenients to the troops for tit lence of the country, and of 
antllert men to work the guns in thefuit, there being none at prefent there 
but a fcK invalids, 

Yoin t'omra tree, in forming the recital hitherto given, have been undeir 
the necrjiity ofxasr+r-a-^'ll*'^ii ofjttters, ana other documerws, which 
they did nut th nk ic incumbent upon them to Arte lo the Houfb more mi¬ 
nutely than they have dope; but thofe which appeared moA material are 

4 colicclod 





cqllcfted together, and, for the inforihatldl) t>f the Heiifc, fnb)oi>ti6dl%%t h 
Appendix No. i. iVoih thl^ periirHl of which a intnfite knowhadgc^if^ 
be acquired of the particulats of alarm and inability to relili the enemy,f'j|i 
exprrlTed in letters from various forts or ftatitins in theCari^c, and In the , 
Circars. From fuch an examination it will likewife appear, tha^fcarce any > 
placctfrnm one end of the coaft to the other wa^withotat alarm, and very few 
acknowledged to be in a fufficierfc condition of deftfecct And your committee 
dtfire In iliis pbice to obfcrve, that the vouchers of the narrative of the 
port fubfetptent to thh reference, will be found in the Appendix No. a. 
fo in the coiirfe of the report. * 

But it appears to your committee, Tliat the irruption of the enemy dM . 
not appear formidable only to the nabob, and to thofe mod immediately eac* 
pofed to attack; and that complaints of the negledi of preparations, and of 
the deficieur means for rcridance, were not exprefled front thofe quarts 


onlv. 


iTour committee find, That one of the members of council, Mr. Sadfter, 
delivered in a minute on the ::gth July, relative to theprefent date of afbitfs; 

JM ivliich be dcciarei. That they h id been long approaching to that unhappy 
hate fit’.vliich they were now arrived; and that private mifmanagemerit, 
and Mor pu'.iliv: i:al:»iniiy..f had brought them to the brink of dellruftion; that 
HyJer Ally had lo,'*g treated rhem with neglect and infult; that had foe 
fomc months paft Hj^ccn uirembling a large army on the frontiers, while his 
vakcti was allowed to remain at Madras, to give him daily intelligence of 
the effect hi? motions had upon this government, which remained ioaiftyre, 
and had neither refulution to fjueflion him about the caufc of hi; intentions, 
or to yrmide againft the danger—That they had luffered their trriopsto re¬ 
in lin fcartcred in difTi-rent paits of the country, without llorcs or guns; uveir 
garilions ivcie not put in a ftate oi defence; no pains were taken to reple- e 
iiiih an empty treafury, and that their want ot exertion now was equal to 
Iheii i.cglcci of rinirly precaution. 

7 i:..« Hjder, n<>w in th;.' heart oi’the Carnatic with fo great a force, niig^ 
cut f ti' tlicir fmall detachme nts bf-torc they could form u jun^rion ; that the 
principal garrifon?, neglected and v.Miitiiig .til necciiaries, would eafily fall.—• 

A number of fmall forts, W.mdewafli, C-arangoliy, Arnec, were left de* j. 
fenccleis, or garrifoned by a few companies of nabob’s I'epoys, who had 
not been paid lor eighteen-months, and might be glad to change their ma¬ 
iler ;—that Arcot, .and all the ftorcs hoarded there, perhaps had fallen i-t- 
V'^ilore could not fparc a man from its own defence to ibengtben it—The 
three hatt.illons of Pondicherry, without guns, might be cafiiy cut off by a 
jiart of Hyder's army—In ftiort,* that the whole country, from the Colcroon 
in the fouthward to the country of Nellore to the northward, exceptingTri* 
thinopoly, Vellore, and perhaps Amboor, might be in Hyder’s pofleffion ia 
a month, and even thofe garrilbns would then bettarved into capitulation; 
that )'.y the means of Porto Novo he had gained a communication with the 
iilauds. 


T|^ar, “ Till Conjeveram was plundered, the news of which airited ras 
the 23d, not one of thofe whoV^vm^dttrriftu'^sJ’ J# entire management 
of the company’s affaiis, would believe that there either was an eneray ^ 
. VoL. Ilf. C th« 
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^ ^ikf coOttfiyf tlisK k be yer, in etghi; days the 

; coijjRtfy wssoVer*ruw-~ThiKt moreover the caOttsl 4 hfeif was in danger, sod 
means had been yet tak^n for its (Safety. 

, ‘'H^at the'tfeaifttiEy was cropryr--'t'he nabob had declared he had no money; 
|^«a|ab of ^anjore had made the ^me declarauon—'l'he Mafaiipatam di- 
Aii^ were far from being,«ablc to furnidi fuppitt-s, that the arrears of 
trilblO now amounted to ay lacks of pagodTU<—That Sitreram Raufc, the 
wealthy zemindar Under the company, had not paid his kills, and in- 
fta^of'belng prtlTed to pay them, a remiflion of tribute had been voicd 
Ball Kiitna was in airear, nor was*it believed that he would ever 
be'luduced to make good his engagements. 

That the nabob’s revenue had been dimlnifliing annually, though his ex- 
pehces had not been adequate to his revenue;—the other revenues ol the 
pncdidency had been alfo diminiihing, their fptcid bad been traiifportcd to 
China and to Europe at the rate often and fitteen lacks annually;—-that he 
HiH however thought there remaided rerour4?i*s, if there was exertion to draw 
tbeiTi'forth .—He then Ibttes the confuiiou whLh fidlowed the news of the 


• irruption, and rhe danger in which the Hiack Tovvn had been, of being ptl- 
Uged, and that to which the nab(/b and his treafurcs vveiecxpofed, while no 

immediate Heps, proper lor atfetnbling the avtny, v*fre taken-Colonel 

BraithwaK-c’s >1 ps ought to have been brought by fea ; Ct ’ >nel Eaidlc Humid 
have been ordered to march to the prefideticy; the commander in chief 
fhootd immediarcly have been at the head of the army i''<firft forming. 

«e then reprobates thediforder iudered to prevail in the Bl..ck Town and 
the fort“dreads the confequence of fullering rhe army Itill to remain in 
feparate bodies, each therv,by eafily to be cot oil';—inveighs againll the idea 
of fofining it in a country'already plundered by the enemy.—And lailly, 
ool'ter nrcapitularing his oblei vations, he concludes with an advice, that the 
nabob and biseffe^ Ihoiild be received into the fort, and his cavalry Ihould 
: be paid, that they might be brought to as (bon as pilliblc. 

^t appear^, that Mr. Johnfon, remarking a paifage in the minute of Mr. 
S^Ker, where he fays» “ That till Cunjeveram w.'is plundered, the news of 
which arrived on the 23d, not one of thofe who airumed to themfelves the 
management of the company’s affairs, would believe that there eithei 
enemy in the country, or that it was likely to be invaded ;** defired 
totenrlnd the committee, that he had delivered in a minute on the iqth of 
j 4 Mie, and Mr, Smith the 19th of July, wherein they had given their fen* 
thnimtson the approaching danger. 

Asd'yoai; committee ffnd, That the preiident and the general did not delay 

* iljiBf Mttfiier to Mr. Sadlier’s obrervations : which they term ** illiberal retlcr- 
i turns on the condufl and laeafures of governmentand the whole ** an in- 
‘.l^mmator^ declamation,*' which they attribute to his grief at not being of 
i^.tbe'committee, or to a panic with which he had been (Irjcken, or to the ex- 
•^"^iieagAnce of a wsrm imagination. 

Theyjnffff, that the real fituatioaof affairs was happily not fo alarming as 
had r«preleiit<M) it to be; and that it was paVricularly wronu in 
bti^hizr of admj^iftiaqflP 4 ** w pift ire.^^ exertions made on a fut^en 
enemy, as proofs of rhe country being ruined : that if, as 
P|l|^)^lier afferted, the committee were inattentive to the ffeps which Hyder 
I « had 



A. 1781. D € B A T' E S- ' 

* had for fome been taking with to the Canatic, they 

<]uei\ionably would feel themfelres wonhy of the tnofi fevcfe 4 h|j>ie<iiure 
tneir employers. But if MK Sudlier had*bcen in a fituatioo to have koowft 
what the committee had done, hp would hiive kho^^n ^at tit^ have, been by., 
no means inattentive ; that rhoy hdd leprefented, both ro the company 
to Bengal, the extent of Hyder’s views, and bad circumdamialiy informed the 
l.tnerof every fli j« hehai taken„previous to his attack upon the Carnaii%** 
That the committte. who were alone the proper judges, did not think 
pedient, in the then ittuacion ofatfairs, either to demand a categorical anfwer 
from him, or to feni aw ly his vakeel. Thar Ilyder, front the moment thcar - 
trtMps marched againli Mahd, threatened in return an invafioii of the Caraa>« 
tie ; that hisinciinaiion was little to d iubted, but the feafon of the year 
w'as allowed to pafs away when he could moll effcdually have injured the oaV - 
bob i the gram was got in, the monfoon approaching, which w'ould nccelTtrify. 
retard every operation in thefitld. “ Under thofe ciieumfianci-s, thercforci 
and under the certainty that his main army and artillery had not yet got through 
the gauts, and that he himf'eif, I'o fariroiu being in the heart of the Carnatic, 
wai- dill in the neighboinnood of the pafles: under all thefe circuml)aace<-, the 
committee deemed tlfemfelves vigilant in thetriifl repojed in them, when they 
refoivcd to aflemble »n arms' as fpeedily as poffible, svhon they ttjok meafurcs 
for obtaining the co-operation of the prcfidency of Bengal, when they got 
nabob to colle.'f additional provitiuns in his different gairifons ; and in Aiort, 
wlien in the Uft refori, they came to the determin^t’on of exeiting every 
linew towards the punidiment of a wanton, uupiovokcd intiingement of ^hie 
peace of j 

They then accufed Mr. Sadlierof fowing diCiffeclion, by threatening not to 
confine his fciitimcnts to the bo^rd at whicti lie fits, but to conun uuic'ate them 
to ihe coiruv.unity at large, that they may hiiow their danger- ^ 

'I hcy diltn.l tlic plan and place rttonuriendt'd by the commander in chief, 
•for afl'cmbiing the different detachments to tompofe the army, as ihc nabob 
f’.id aU'erlrd, that a fnfficieni quantity of ptovifions could nor be culie^ed 
for the trrtnps nearer than Wimd-waflt} and that the t-cntrical fituatlon otth&t 
place would be found convenient for receiving fupply, and for giving protec* 
tion to the company’s and lus own pofflfions ; that however the cvtnt would 
fliew, wlu'ther ihey or Mr. S.idliti was light. 'I'hey exprefs parfcubar re- 
•ft nti^ent at Mr. Sadlier, lor h.iving piciumed tofay, that the “ committee 
ai‘tcd by an ufurped auihorttv they conlider this as an attempt ar die fub- 
verlionot a power, fixed by the moil expl-cit orders of the company, and an 
unpartiotirtbie rrranfgrt'lfioii: that therefore, “ as the commands ot the com* 
p.my were clear and devifive with refpett to the line which in caft of tu'Ctflity 
thepicfident and council, as well S', the committee, were autho ifed to lake, 
and as thit nccifli*v nnv exifttd in tri moll aljirmitis: foim, the piel^dent 
moves, and the general !ec«*nds, th.«r Mr. Sadliei be fui'pended, Stc. 

It appears that this motion \va* carr:«Hl^>i; j^.ihat !M''‘^‘>hnU)n and Mr. 
Smith ftrongly exprcfled iheir difient ; and that ihr former defiled makefli, 
public avowal of the fame feniinients which were contained in the minute of 
Mr. Sadlier. « 

And your coinnfittce find, that they afterwards, on the 8; h of September, 
entered their minutes ; in which they declare, that the rcprei'entauon inane 
- . C a by 
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Si^lter ^i^ced ia many |»M:ticiilars wuh their own ientiments; that 
before^ exp^iled tnetn^ and bad reafcn to complafii of the inat*^ 
of^the committee to thenf; that they had, purticularlv o i the xQth 
t^^Unp^tnd 19th of jul^ defired that pr^araiioiis for war nii i'lit made 

wiii^ut delay, on receiving various informatioos of Hyder Ally’s hoSiie 

|j[^^tipns> 

, ‘ S ^b®y protcfl againfl: the violence of the (^tcaCitre of the fufpenlian, and fear 
the terror of that example was calculated to over-awe the members of 
al^ioiXlration from a free declaration of their fentiments ; they proreil a- 
it as unjufl', becaufc no fpeciHc charge 'vas brought, nor was jVir, 
^tdiier heard in hie defence; and as irregular, becctufe cuntiary m the iixth 
paragraph of the company's letter, dated the lotli or .-April 177H, whiih 
vefts th^ power of fufpenfion in the committee ; and that the pielidtnJ and 
general had before exprei’sly declared it to be entirely in them (the coti.- 
miltjCC,)—They intimate a fofpicion, that private tefemmem againlf Mr, 
$4dlier, moie than public utility, might have caufed the tcverity cxeiciicd 
againli him. 

That Mr, Sadlier’s ideas of the danger of the'-'^Nabob was not without 
foundation; the attack made by a party of horfe, which*'had penettated as lar 
as Triplicane, the place of his refidence, \\ithoiU mecr'mg with any relift- 
a^ce, had evinced the propriety of Mr. Sadiior’s reflt-eiions.—They conclude 
with obferving, that Mr. Sadlier was fufpended for a minute containing ad- 
vlcpy which was Afterwards, in feveral indances, obliged to be tollowcd. 

«, i^nd it appears, that Mr. Sadlier atterward ., in two lettcis dated 1210 
September and 9rh October, appealed to the klecl committee, and prtlicd 
them to refeind the refolution which they had made for his fiifpenlion ; and 
that he alfo addrelTed a letter on the iota of Odober, to the prelident and 
council, on the fame fubjed. 

And it further appears, that in a letter dated i 5 th November 1780, to the 
pxefidetit and feleCl committee, he comnialns ol the. in.'itu ntion Aicvi'n to iiis 
.petitions, and particularly to his letters to ihc^governor general and council, 
to the court of diredors; which, he ohfervts, had iem.iinrd before tlie 
lloard from the 17th until the 36th of Odober, and that “ then, and not 
till thftti. he had received a letter from Sir Hedor Munro;” which your 
C0mtnit;tee find to contain a challenge from Sir HeiJrtor to Mi. Sadlier, “ for 
what l^tf.had fvid malicioufly and fallly oi him in his letters.” > 

. YOifr committee have thought proper to put thefe papers, together with 
Mr. Sadlier's anfwer to Sir Hedor Munro, into the Appendix, and to fub- 
nait the whole to the obfervation of the Houfe. 

And your committee find. That by a icfoluiion of the felcd commirtce. 





C^ihy was appointed to coqwqggj^ftro^ detachment, drawn for tjKat pur> 
^fe fjronfthe ti’St>pnia? 5 oned at TricHl^poly and at Tanjore, to be joined 
by two regiments of the nabob’s cavalry, if they Ihould arrive in time from 
, the Tinevtlly country; and it appears that they joined him at Trichinopoly 
o& the 27th of Auguft. 
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* But yourcommittfC find, That this the only oiFei^re or-f on^i^ ' 

taken at tWs time, was ndt attended with iuccefs ; that many cir^mftani!^' 
occafiottcd great delay in the euTl>*r; tha^gocnl intelligence cotikI not alieit*' 
wards^cf procuitd by Captain Cplby ; hut that the contmry, cotninua^ 
inlormation u is lent to llyder c*f all Ins inoiion?, hy the ii}ha)»raQrs'tif thef 
country, whnin he had eoninvcd to ii'tach * ' his in'ereilj—Thar the 
were fo rnu' h iniellcd with paitiej^ot the • !!■ mv’s hort'e, aiid Captain , 

fon/td hinilch lo coiitirualiy betrayed-by th< ki.Iedars, aird mber Irrranis mF 
the n.ib b, erptcially un an 'mterjirize he atumpied for letakirg ChittaflVst, 
that he at I.il'. Jit'ifi' and rati,.;u'inj; iv.aich' .-., was r.h i;»ed i<> relinqiiilh 

all other than iti.r wt kcKiiiv; to join (hcainiv ; i t which 

want ol hitorov.it on, ho w.ss • dappon.'ed, mini he at,cideniaj‘y met wifh'it" 
on Its irticat at Chhieiepar, cn tne j 2 h ot bepT nber. 

And Yoi»r totnii’iiin. il d, that .iier ilie i-rnpiion ot hlyder in*o theCjtr- 
natic, \.niiius vvers h et hi the leltCt hoard, to diilcr. ut ;>;irt8 of ih^ 

pro''.n<'i .n Cl rhe no.iwtin ('■UMi'-, to ihe'^^ihen the f'vt'tal p-iSts, and tU 
lend liiii IP'!- iMiMualiy liuKi one place tc» another, as it iniaht l*e ueccfliify 
and i.C'ii''’'lc. * • 

And )/ appears, hf a letter from Ch ngUput, dated jtb of Ang'ift 176c*, 
that Lieuteiian’ iMaoicjy, the roe-, ...Mvan', oblerving that no ileps had Iven 

t^kinto fe^-iir.' *!i^ giaio ('I t!»c d.il; ’.iil v-hoges troni being carritd away o# 
burnt, and that t tc nabob’. r u oi-;d do no’ii n;:; ot thtmlelves, pro- 

pofed, for ihic i;o<iil of the I'etsiC'-, V > •end out tor a- nn'ch as he could ye t, 
to piei ent it Irom t.iillti:; inlo the h.cid- -t the tnciny.—And it .uppears, tfiaf 
the fue I e'.im'iv-riee, in thvii' an'.. i..i 

pl'vdj.i'loii i«l MS cr'tl.', !Ct, ;:::J Uncc'ed 
s.uil<.ct as t;rfcar .t luitnher el’ latlh-. ’ 

, lulled !o he made to ihrce re* 

uit\ were ord-J'v'd '.nto ;ui>tic<i.ate 


11. 8 b Au;;fir, t';;.’--!; c ihcir ao- 
1 f 1 h ciiiu i.s inncn gra*o, ai»d 

<’ . i’ 


t 


Atui i* appears, That adv.n.c. 
gimenro ot the aaiiob’s c.tv a'.i r,, .n .. 
•ft'IVlCC. 

•And your coniriiT'O find, 'liiar 
fniii ihc u ..'t r..is.isni.tt. to 'Tnu 
H’’s inv.i'.ioii; a? hit iid'riif Lions 

gn.ii.i, .nid to draw il.jii 
niioht be able to in rt hodi' 


t-OLip-. 1 


ii ii"i' 


oti t'lK 3d nfAiEgull, ad was Tent 
p.itam. V’i/,.rea;r.»ram, and rtf" 

"C gi'.en to them to he ou tbrir 
.... in’i -has pofiiolc, ihwi t.‘iey 
r ic':; n It - h v.as, howerer, riiot 
, tint licLiliir appricatum was 
I'lat re.ey wonltl icmic 
It-; ;;icailv wMiitrd to aniwer tbC 


( fi.i. 

i: l;i 


|jirici#tii be appieiieti.'t< j. .\n 

their made to lat’vhl-f U' c 

iUi mui h money as they c.. ‘..-I Co-ir. . 1 . 

CXp'CJlr cs o( (he war. 

And vour cnnimittcc find. ’ h.i" . o uN-cV maih- by Ilys'cr’s hoiO. r‘rt the 
lOth if Au'j.uil, irpon 'I'lijibcuie . i.l' tiic ;.r'1eL.3 al> -ur .St. Thomas'- sM^ui'f, 
occiilioncLJ a motion to be .r.'.ic in t:.e cu.-iunii'ecnn the 1 irh, mat redoebti 



peivfive, laborious, and icadetprare, recommended it rather to embodr n 
militia uf horfe and foot, and to compleat tw’o bart.dj.ine n( fepoy®, forth'! 
fpecial purpofc ofthut dtlence : and when it was .ittc’-war.le, on i6»h Alt'- 
gufi, reprelcutcd, that many of the inhabitants olihc lllaek l ows dcCrtcd 
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^jp^oeTrom^ppre^a^oa of dangof, the prefident nflured the comniitte^ 
jftp,, tjth, inata nttiriber of guns htid been imiuiited on the wall; that 
l^jdHcb was m fome pans^ckai^ and the works were going on; that about 
''l&dib'.fepoysj who had be(|gi enllfted, were perfecting themiVlves iii*t 1 fbir tlrf- 
jUjpUne; and that nitthing had been umicted for the defence ot the piace^ and 
,li^f»fety of the inhubiianis. 

,j.„;And' )our commitue find, That a lettv of thanks was addreffed to Sir Ed. 
^rd Hughes, by the felt£l canifniKcc, on the (th of Auguft, for the ferviocs 
which ir a p;.cars he h :d rendered to Colonel BMichwaitc by means of the 
filjnadron; and they at the fame reqvefled him to prolong his crirze to the 
'^Vtbward as much as pofiible, in order to pretK-ntany difembaikation of the 
{(French troojjs on the coaft. 

And your committee find, 'I'hat daily tidings were fent to the prefidency, 
of the progrjfs which Hydcr w'as imikmg in tlevatVarion and conqucll; and 
it appeals, that lear, as well as g(K)d information, fiigt’f-fted various accounts 
of Ihs detigns ; audit was from fome ot his movements conceived, that af¬ 
ter taking liinomalee, Poliour, Cihutaput, and 0|hcr phees, he defigntd an 
attem^ upon Guigee, where the nabob's killedar wonj^ not at fiill allow the 
European iitfk'cr, who arrived there on the S h of Augolt w'ith a rcinforcc- 
mrnt, to take any fiep> for the deh-nceof the place, t;is he had received no 
firdcrs for ibat jvurpole from his mailer. 

It W'as, However, loon made maniieil, that Arcot was HyJer’s firft great 
iind it appears that he fat down before it on the 3:1+ of Auguft, it 
^f'iving prtviouiiy leccived a reinfoiccmcnt to its gaiiii'un horn Vellore on 
the 6tb. 

And your contniitree obfi rve, 7 'hat ir had been ref'dved, that General 
Ainnro Ihould take the field, at the head or the army to he alTcmbled near 
CoDjeveram, and that orders bad been arcf-rdmgly fent to the officers com- 
lUitnding fevetal detachments, to repair thither, in oider vmiie thcii corps. 

. But It appears, That the general informed the It-lecl comiwinee on th^ 
34thot Aiigult, that this pUn w'^s ])revcnted from being |>iir in e^ecuilon, fiy 
the want <»f bullocks to carry lufficietit provijion lor the iio'q>?; and that the 
tcafon affignedat the Duibar for that drficirnev was, that the com.try people 
I liad driven them to the PoHams, for 1 *ar ot the lutcm) ’s horfe; and lie tiu’cc'- 
foTC advifed, that the rendezvous Oiould be i.ow made at the Mount, where 
the troopsihoulii rema'ii tt'l eigl'.t days provlfion emUd be robe(''ted anflf hull, 
tracks to carry it, w’hen they ffioulu immcdiatelv proceed on their march.— 
And it appears that this was agiecd to bi" the cfmim>ir*cc ,* and a letter w'as 
fient the lame day to the nabob, to repici'cnt tlielV dlJliculilos to him, to re- 
quefl the eaernons of his interlcrence, that a fufficient r "!i:h**r of bullocks 
mighi be procured, and provifions ot grain and c.itllf turnillied, and that he 
siyroula tend a perfon of confequence to accompany the vtrmy, in outer to fe- 
rute a conflatH and regular fupply. 

And y^our cq2|niiitteeXnd’,'*h«t the ttjiboh in his anfwerof the 2Qi¥.'^i*guft, 
reminded the ronimitiec of the fiores ol ail kinds which he had laid up in le- 
▼eral of his forts ; and, entreating them to order the army to march imme¬ 
diately for li e relief of Arcot, aiTured them, that the troops would he there 
plcntitullv fuppiied with every neceflary.—Andit appears,Vh^t in coi.fcqiience 
of theotw rclolution, to lendezvotis ihc aimy at the Mount, orders ncra 

- ' lent 
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fent to^>,nJpveraiH| that inctufe the ^ShwhmAtfrom 

Jhould have already reached that place, it fli^puid immediately leave it, 
n«rch to the Mounti-^It appears, howevw, tfeata kjtter wa^wroteontM;! 
Vantie day to Colonel Lang at Vellore, inllru^os him^ that, as had fent 
large a detachoreiit to Arcot, hefliould keep’ tnh Bmrupeaii battalion at VcHoift, 

till furthir^orders. . • zha' 

And it appears, that Colonel Lang had wrote on the lathto t^e 
committee, to acquaint them, that he had nor lent thefe troops to Conjevera^t' 
and hoped they would approve of hit detaining them, as he fljould oiberwsfe^ 
have had not above two hundred fepoys h r the defence of that fort; Mfnij 
that moreover a ilrong iKuly ot the enemy’s horfe was encann>ed iu the Way* , 
fo that it would have been dangerous to attempt the match. ^ , 

And your committee 'iiid, That Colonel Braithwaite had reached 
ptir on the i8th Aiigiiil with his corps, when he receii'cd inftruftioasto joS*;, 
the rtft of the army ar the Mnunr.—It appears, that be had tranl'mitfed ac¬ 
counts on the lothi to the prefidency, or his having evacuated Pondicherryi 
and that he had previoully fent off all the French oihcers capable of fervloe*' 
and had uken an attetiuioti of fidelity from other French gemlemea arb® 
were to be left there- , ^ ^ 

1 1 appears, Th u Colonel Braithwaitc had paflTed through Carongolly on the 
12th of Aiiguft, and obterved, with great concern, the defencelefs date ^ 
which a place of that ini|)orr?.ncc was left, garrifooed only by rtventy nabob’s 
fepoys, uiuler an havildar, who objeidcd to receive ammunition tiom hiin 
without orders trom his mart r; and having complcarcd his whole march 
iviihout feeing an enemy, when there was fo favourable an opportunity of ab^ 
tacking him to advantage, be was led to confider this circumllance as a 
proof, that Hyderwas nor to beferioufly apprehended ; ** and that if at all 
fncvd and pulheJ, he would retire out of the Carnatic as f-ft as he came into 
it.” 

And your committee find, by leiters dated the 20ih, stil and aid Augullj 
from C'binglepiit, that provilions w’ere exrrcmcly fcarce thrre, and that Colo- 
nelviBraithwaltc found hunfell in the mort prelTmg neceffity fif»r a fupply; 
which lituati<in was rendered the ojorc diilrcffing, becaufe the nabob’s renters ■ 
would twit aflirt him, and ijHh’cd had received noorders to do it. 

And >our committee find, I'lMt Colonel Baillic, by letters dated the Jth, 
loth, 13th and i6ih Augull, and tft September, informed the feleA com mil- 
tee, that in obedience to their l.iii inftnicrions, which had been fenrtohim ; 
he wasorfihis inarch towards Conjeveram— That he had met with_ many tm- 
pedi*ments from the rivers he was obliged to pafs, but piofclled hiseagerncli 
to bring up his corps to the place of pindion a-, foon as pofiiale. 

And your committee find, that the gcnerH;, now about to quit the commit¬ 
tee for the camps, dc'ivercJ in a minute on the 21ft Augurt, 'before his de¬ 
parture; in which He declared the necellity be found bimfelf under, of defi- 
ring that Mr. DavidCon ought he appointed an acStlng member of the 
p%mmittec in his abfeuce, in order that “ Ids icputatior, as a® officer, and as a 
"nan, might^ave a fair chance given t« them Vv4«;-.ever ar^y r iponfihili^ 
houldfall to his fliare, for that he had little ex peiJlution of having any of hif 
^lans adopted, or a fair conlfruiftion put upon his aiffions, by Meffr^ Smith 
lid Johrafon, who were determined to oppofe every meafure originating from, 

• or 
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b^, tbe |Hd!<%il'aail'.inin: dutriieixifw^ bring i-efb’Ted'BOt 


that Mr. J^vin^n^^iibumfce appoir.icd of the ItUd'cornnintec.** 
it appetirs, thatfthe prefiJcnt fccrtiuicd ibe motion upon*tfte fame 
; *“*1 added, 't’bar ihoo:»li nom'in had a greater repugnance to ac- 
j^pig-cdnrrary to the commands id hi-- .'bperiors tiian he had, yet he thought 
^pbre was, io the rsafons aifigiu-'J hy vhe gt-neral, im expediency for h tcinpo- 
'*^ 1 ^ infringement of the compant ‘s orders,’* and uicictoie he further recom- 
‘^j^iiwrilcd, *• That Mr, Davidfon flioi-.id be fworn in before Sir Hee^or Munro’s 
'^^^parture ai; J at the fame time he defired “ to thanlc the general lor the 

!^berat and conilitutiouai fiipporc he had givch him lincc he had been pre- 

; *' * * n I 

J^d it appear®, that Melfrs. Smith and JohnS'on immediately diffented ; in- 
that fuch appointment was txprtilly couirasy to the ciders contained 
letter from the court of direftoi®, of the loth April 1778. And it ap- 
f^jjcara, that they afterwards, on tl c- 3 lot St’pteinhtr, delivered in a minute oa 


; and alfo, that on th* tih ol' :h**t mqurh, they cL’lin tl to refer the 
majlter to the dcoilion of the governor general and coi^ncil; but that propofd 
, appears u- have been rejccTte i. 

. . And 3 (nn < omn'i'O'c f nd. I h.it Mr. i> ■’id Ton was,‘by the prelident’s caf- 
* titig Vote, as-ipi :■ ’'.cl .'iriJ fwoui in 1 ;; tl. - .• rll of 

, I AncKonr ccMinn.iec nnd, th.ii ■ n 'I)'* ' 'ci of -tMg’jd the p'efiden'’ propofed 
^ Cllfrt;div uiOriJvTt-f'ns f^r the gc.ir' v/:u-n 1 0 fhnuld t. *>0 the fn.-Ul ; .end that on 
the 24111, M'Sn'i'h and Jo'-isiio-i x I'-jmincnd-.d rnhetf, whith they had 
prepared, and which, wl:h fii'.i tj-e- , ; », ’.vc; j ay.i ci to lij- the oiihumU’c ; 

, ;,j»tid fiom them it app.-.n®, ti.iic ijm;';'. ' ^ id a plan w a en;on) d him, bfcaufe 
i' of fhf* roiifidcnce rt‘j)> k“J iii “i. . A d] ao.l ..ru-pi-e ; which lie ivarf 

\i,dii'ijrcd to exert to the utmoft on the prefect occaiion, ai d toatt/.ck. the enemy 
.1,60 the Hrll r.ivourablo r.ppoitet Ity. 

,f ^ And your committee find, that a fecond letter had been written to Bcn^ftl, 
^V^ivingan accousit of llyder’sprogrefs, and attributing the delay of britnong 
an army into the tield to ojipofe him, to the dillant liattons in which the troops 
were divided ulicn he made his irruption into the ji ovir.ee, '.»nd alfo to the 
want cf money ; in w b:ch article they folicited .an ample and iramediate alfif- 


, tance. 

And your committee first!, that it had been propofed, that the fclcifft^omtj it- 
tee Ihouldtake Into confiderntion a k-tu r Iroin thence, of 32th June, relative 
to the guutoor circar and the fufiicnfion of !vlr. Holbind; who having been 
fent from Fort Sr. CJeorge to bcrefidcr.t at Hyderabad, hid incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the governor and council, and they h.id fufpended him from the 
eotnpany*s fcrvicc ; of all tvhich, however, a more ample account will be gi- 
ren m another report; and it is therefore judged fufficient in this pl.icc, to 
obferv'c, th.at the fiikncy of Bengal had ihercupun appointed him to b.* 

, their €efid«*r art he‘NyTaTP*’.' rcurr,'with particular infirufiliot# to fatisfy 
that prit’oe on account of the Guntoor Circar, and to promife a relinquiihment 
J of the grant of it from Bazalet Jung. It was propofed, on the 2d and 7th of 
I Augufiy by MclTrs Smith and johofon, that the feled committee ihoaid take 

• ofl 



A. i79j 



And your committee find, that this motiSn was oppofed on the 7th, by the 
jprefiddlif and the general ; and tljat the latter e3^prg|red an apprehenfion, that 
the court of diredors might nob approve fuch a meafure ; and that it waa 
therefore neccilary to acquaint the governor general and council, that as they 
had given their fandion to rhe mea^s of acquiring the Circar, they inuil be an* 
fwerable for the confequencca if they Ihould now infift upon its being girea 


up. 

•' The letter, however, for this purpofe, having been long delayed, it appears 
that MclTrs. Smith and Johafon moved on 2 2d Augult, that the Circar in 
queftiun fliould be given up, as it was highly neceflary at this jiindure to fe- 
cure the alliance of the foubali, without del:iy. 

And your committee find, that it was hf-reupun refolved to acquaint the go¬ 
vernor general and council, that the prelidcncy of Fott St. Ceuige was vtil- 
ling, notwithflanding many objedioiis, to mi<kc the facrifice on accu'ini of the 
prelent pnfture of aftairs ; but that the Circar having been lei at rent to the 
nabob, it was necefTary to prevail upon,him to give up his leafe, and they 
promifedto make apjflicatiun to him t .r his cement. 

And it appears, thet a letter was accordingly wrote him on the 2d of Sep¬ 
tember, to delire his concurrence in that meafure, , 

And it further appears That the lerrer to the governor genera: a 'J council, 
drawn up in conrequence of the refolution recited above, ib alio dated the sd 
September ; and that it was laid before the felect committee on the 6ih, v^tvt 
MclTrs. Smith and Johnfon exprefled their difanprobation of it, as inconlident 
with the fentiments which they had already ex.'relTed on the fubjeiSl of it. 

But youi conimitree find, That the nabob, in a letter dated the 17th Auguil;, 
and laid before the board the 7rh September, informed the governor of th^ 
danger in which that diftri^ was of falling into Hyder’s hands, as there were 
troops nor fortifications in condition tooppofe his numeroUl cavalry ; and 
ak moreover the zemindars were difaflfeefed to the company, and had lent va¬ 
keels to him. 

And your committee find, by letters from Vifagijr.tam, 5 th Auguft, that a 
new alarm had been fpread through the "thcr Circars alfo, by a very large bo¬ 
dy of horfe, which appeared, and encamped in the country of Cuttack, ad- 
joinJflg on the north to the Cicaculc Circar, and that thefc troops were com¬ 
manded by a fon of the Raja of Herar, hut fuppofed to be tinder the controul, 
and in the pay, of the court of Poonah, and confequently inimical to the 
company. 

A d it appears. That the dread of their defigns was fo much the more rea- 
fonable, as the accounts of the weak fiutc of the Chcars left little hope of 
fuccefsful refi(lance againfiany confiderable arrack. 

And your committee find, Tbit the apprelicnfions of the prelidencr was 
at the fisme time awakened for anniher part uLtheir phlfelhmis in a different 
quarter ; for news icached the IcUdl committee, on the 2iltAuguft,thatthe 
oardar of Calicut had led a confiderable body ct Hyder’s foicci. to join the 
Kairs; and that having together driven the compan) ’s uoopsout ot theifland* 
VoL. 111 . • D of 
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of Punmpifnam, they threatened TeUicherry, and the reft of the Britlfli 
pc^Ieiiions on that part of the Malabar coaft. - 

And your comSnittet' find, that Hyder*s horfe and fepoys had alfo appeared 
about MadUra; and that in the TKCvelly country thePolygars required afTu- 
rancea of being encouraged and juoia^tcd by the company and the nab<rb, be¬ 
fore they would be induce&'to draw any forep together to refill the invaders* 
And the commandant at Palatncorta luggelled, that it would be expedient for 
Kim to he empowered to pledge the faith, of the company to them, as they 
were a formidable body, could iney be depended upon ; and he pointed out 
the nccelTity of his having all the troops put under his orders, becaufe the na¬ 
bob's manager had intended to appo «t the brother ot one of Hydcr'i havil- 
dars to be comm^-ndcr of the nabob*, polygaisand troops. 

And your commWtce find, That Sir F.dwiud Hughes, in a letter dated the 
18th of 1780, iiifojfMcd the prr.fident anduletfl committee, that Irom 

the intelligence he Had lately received, he rh<-ught there could be no doubt 
that the F'cnch would i'oua receive a amrorcemciit offitlps and troojjs at the 
. Mauritius, and that they meant to ad cjderilively’ againtl fomc I'li the com¬ 
pany’s fettlements in that country, cither jointly with foine of the country 
powers,^or fepatatelv by rhemfeivcs ' 

And your committee find, that thefe diftreircs, hr..ught from without, 
were hei^',btentd by the inteflinc michief of a matirous fpirit in the nabob’s 
lepoys. CV’.n with 111 the imjiortaiU loitref'-ol Vclloiir, imd by the general com- 
pAint of thei'- w.iiii ot pay and the conlctju.nt danger of their det'criion. 

Ann your cominitiee find, that the nabob alfo, at this crilis, fent his anfwer 
t^iiie governor’s letter of the aOtb of July; and iu u drew :i melancholy 
j pidlu:e of hi'- fiui.ation, from his poverty' and the uiMo! uiun of his country { 
the fiift he a;t ihuted 10 his being llripred of the T..nit.rc country, which had 
obliged 1 iip. 'o contract a great debt, ana to borrow ot individuals; the other 
kedecLrc’ i to be only the confirmation of his appni.enlioijs, which he bad 
%xprefred often, both to the prefenr and late governor; and carnefily en¬ 
treated them tgbe prepared aguinil the certain iiiicntious of hofiility, which- 
Hyder had long inanifefted, Herejo.ced, however, in knoiviug that now »t 
lead an army was in the field, to fiojj the prog rtfs of, and to punilh the un¬ 
provoked invader of his dominions, lie hoped, thjt in compafiion lur his dii- 
trelTcs, and out of conlideraiion tor the oldclt and moii taithiul of ihe com¬ 
pany’s allies in Hindoflan, his b lends would raiic the money necclTary for 
the expenecs of war which he, on the return ot peace, wouid refund. 

And your committee find. That fuch was the Htuation of affairs when 
letters from Sir Hector AJimro ot the i;th ami 9th of September, informed 
the fele^l cominitiee, that Hyder had raifed the fieccot Arcor, and was en¬ 
camped W’ithin two mikj of him near Corje^ er-vr. He -‘dded, tlui ho nieant 
to atc.-ck Hyder as foon as he coul.l join CoIv>nt.‘i Halliie, who had at lafi been 
able, on the jJ ot September, to cr./* the rivers, whlcn badfo long ('bftnid- 
ed his progreis; but that to elilci a jui-iciion, he niu'l cltw.c!i a llrong body of 
the troops to llrcrmihcrr the ^donol on hii^nnrch, vv!iil>'; ii j himfclf ftguld re¬ 
main w'here he Vt^, to watch riuTcnemy and guaici !iis piovifions, the want of 
wh'ch he roiefaw would fcon end the campaign. He complained of the na- 
^ob for nut raiding a proper perfoa with the army, tu Iccure a conllant fup- 
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ply s Aod he wtlhed alfo to have a reioforcemeot of aoo EuropeilM fran 
Madras, as there Was now no danger of an attack on that plaw. 

And your committee find, by a letierfroin the commandant of C];iiaglepu% 
dated the 11th September, and by anotheP from Sir Hector Munro, dated 
t2th Sapiember, that the news o/the defeat of*Cgl0nel Baillie, and of the 
general’s falling back toChinjjlcpujt, and of his intended retreat to the Mount, 
or by the way of Sadras, as he might find it expedient from the motions of the 
enemy, or with a view to bcfupplipd with provilion*;, followed very foon. 

Your committee judge it proper, in this place, to direct the attention of the 
Houfe to t!»c accounts givtn ot thefe unfortunate events, by ihofe who were 
mull competent to relate them, and to offer their fentirnents upon them ; and 
they thcroioTc here infett at laxg", the journal of the proceedings of the army 
from the z^th of Augull to the i ;rh September, delivered in by the generu 
to the lelecl committee on the 2ill September, 

Kxtrail of a Letter fom Gmeral «S’ r Hr/for ISTunro to the SeJeH CommitM^ 

dated 2\fl Sepitmhir iJ’So. 

After having, with the grearelt ditficuhy, got as much rice as would ferva 
the troops for eiglit days, I was obl-gedto order the fepoy? to carry four 
days rice each ; and u^rh the uimoft dilhculty gut bullocks fuffi.ient to carry 
the remainder. Hydy Ally having befieged Arcol, and the relief of that 
place being cunfulered of the grcutcll confetiuence, as the nabob’s capital^ 
and a place in which there was :i great quantity of military ftorcs, as well as 
provitions, I was willing to move, as c|uick as p.irible, towards Conje»eram, 
imagining that an armv adv.mcing towards Arcot might be the means ot 
ling the fiege ; which, in LiCt happened. L’eutcu.int Colonel Baillie, with 
a large detaihinent from the northward, was advanced lb far, that 1 had con¬ 
certed mcalurcs lo that he uouU arrive at Conjeveram the day alter we got 
theie. 

The 25th of Augull I went to St. Thom.u*s Mount, where the army 
%»as encamped. Captain Campbell’s regiment belonging to his Highnefs 
the nabob, was with the troops, but icfulld ferviug any longer, unlefs 
they received all their airears of pay ; which the ameer, who was there in 
peribn, not confenring to, their tirms and horfes weie taken from them; about 
<;6 of them, iiiclmrmg 17 black ofiicers, i*ftered to ferve, and Lieutenant 
James Campbell took the coinmand of them ; Lieutenant Young with 53 
European troopers difm<>untecl, got fume of the word horfes to mount them. 
'I'hefe were all the cavalry 1 hid : the diltinunred trooper*; of Captain Camp¬ 
bell’s regiment wdc maichcd j)rifoiitrs to Madras, and 1 have been informed, 
that the ameer cniilied them ail into his own bodv guard the next morning. 

The abih Augull the army, coniilling of his Majedy’s 73d regiment, the 
*d battalion of the id regiment, the grenadier company of the ad battalion 
2d regiment, with ^baTraiion:* of fepoys, and a company of markfmen, the 
two troops olvavalry, with a large train of artillery, amuuuting in all to 5209 
men, iuc^^iding officers, (as the corjvi wcie notutf.npleaT) jnar^ed from the 
Mount toPodepire. r i miles—-27th to Tripamadore, 8 miles—rbth to‘*Mootjd- 
maicks Choultry, 8 miles—29th to camp near Conjeveram, 11 [miles*. 

During tbefe four days nothing very particular happened; the cnemv*# 
horfe followed us in great numbers, and wounded and took a few men. The 
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night at Trlpamadore (he weather changfedv an 4 rained moft vio- 

leutly {thl# fort^of weather cmuinued till our arrive) at Conjcveram, by which 
the roads ^came very h»d, and the counrry was alt under water. I was now 
obliged to deliver to the trnoj^s the' four d<*y8 dee that I had brought with me. 
the nabob had fent a person from the Durb?r, who I undcrflood waS td'attenJ 
and afliftme till 1 met with NilipH Cawn ar Arcot; 1 lent for him, and told 
him he mull immediately get proviiims lor the army, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Baitlie’s detachment, that 1 expected the next day; and 1 alio deltred he uould 
nfe his utmoft endeavours to get intelligence of the enenjy’s motions. His 
anfwer was, that he was ordered by the nabob r(« attend me, but had no powi.r 
given him to procure me either provilions or intelligence. I had now no 
hopes of provilions but from the paddy that-might bo lonnd in and about 
Conjeveram, which I ordered thecuiwall to ci>ilev‘l, and gave him guards of 
fcpoysto affift him in banging it to the I’agodw. 

^oth. The army remained on th'’ fame-ground, expecting Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel Baillic’s detachment, which was to have joined this da}.—The rains 
ftill continued with gieat violencr, 

3lfl. Wc were this d-iy inforroLd by two di.ferter?, that Ilyder had 1 tt 
Arcotf and was crefliug all his atmy over the lb»rlar, and marching towatds 
us. His cavalry were in Inge hudus all round ii'. Tite rains iVill conr.nntd 
both night and day. I nccivcd accounts frfwu LiLU'.ei.ai.r Co’oocl B dlie, 
rfhat his detachment was H(*pped about five miles north of IVc, airoic, by a 
fmall river, that was lb deep that he could not patV .t. 

' ^Having information that Hyder had got poneiVu’n of a mud fort at Muir.il 
®pauk, about fix miles in our l>ont on the lift, uhs te he had i'ome horl'e .md 
infdutry, ai.J fome rocket bays rear it, a deta. hn enf of ttso battalions of 
fepojs, the company of nia.Uiuen, and a greii..dicr i o'npany, with 
ladders, marched at ibven this cvfrmgro Aitpii.-c then., under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Cohmc! H-irper; bur the ii.aii uh» lU'Jei'ook to fiiew 
the road, miflid hU vvay in the ib'.'ht, and at^.r 'n.iri.fiing ..it night, the de¬ 
tachment returned in the n-oiiii.,}/, with.iut h.ivin^ ert r'ted ai*v liiinj;. 

Sept. I. ’I'he ground was, iu covered with water, th.u I w.ij obliged to 
change my camp nea.er to nu'p vrraiii. 

ad’and 3d. VVe rrmaii td on the fame ground, bur rhe lairs fldl continu¬ 
ed moll violently. 'I'hi;. d;n 1 t-ieivtd .i lUUt t'l um C.ijua n Ihrnd n g.iil, that 
Hyder quitted bis g'ouiul bef-ue Arcor on the 29 !i Auguit,—' hj cufoy 
were encamped at B.dl Chitty’s Choultry, about five milrs in our Inuu.— 1 
V'as iildiged U> give }i,.ddv to the battaluui, to brat ir out 1 ifo r-cc theinlelves, 
as tne <> lamitj beat out by the followers of the .oinv, was not ludicicni lor 
more th.iii one d.ij’s coitfumption for all the troops. 

Sept. 4. This evening u rained extteni-dy h.ud.— Ivleutenaiu Cmkcr, 
with the lyrh UaltarKm, marched and attacked an atlvanccd p. ilof thecnem v 
in a tope in our front; he returned tc* camp in the moinmg, having killed 
feveral of the cnem^, and brtmght back two horfe . 

Th^rosps renjTjwd in the hmie enc.unpmenr. I receil'^'d a note 
from Lieutenant Colonel Baiilie, informing me that fic h'Ui cn Ifed the fiver 
the 3J.—'I'he rains dill continued very violtnt, 

6th. The enemy moved rhetr cainp this d ly to the Nt.rth Eall. —Wet 
llrack ourteot^> and marched 10 a high ground, about twotnilcs on the road 

to 
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to Trepaflbrc, where we encamped.-—The enemy*# camp was about two 
\oour left,—They had feut forward a very large detachment^ which atriv-kea 
Lieutenant Colonel Bjillie at reerainbaucuin, who repuiicJ^hcm.—It rain^ 
cd moll violently this day. • 

yth^rtd 8th. I received a notc,from Licutensfht Culoni-l Baillie, informin.^ 
me, that On a review after the liftijn \v;th H^der^ detaclimea:, he lound it 
Was not ill his power to join me, hut hojiei r.> fee me .it rLcr.i: ihauoum.-rl 
found myfeli now in a very criticaJ fitukuen.—’rhe on r hope# Oi p.ovilioni 
were from the paddy 1 had ctdlecled in the Pagoda.—T:^e e.icmy wa* en¬ 
camped ul.hin two miles ol me.—-Had I marched w nh 1.1/ who). f.>rce, he 
mofl certainly would have poffclfed himielfof my ground, .it*u or Conjeveram, 
and thereby cut me off of alLmy provilion*.—In thisi..iic we n.jil h..vc been 
4 ilai ved ; I therefore, with the concurrence of the nrin..'v il '.'.nccts r*t thy ar- 
inv with me, refolved to ti nd a llrong iletach'nc-nt t.' .'.h iuoinMr C donel 
Baillic, who was ftill at Pecrambaucum, 14 m Ics tr mi me, on t../ I apaUbre 
road, and to rem.iin with the reft of the troops if' w.itch ilic ■'•nr ny's motions’. 
At nine o’clcck at night, Lieutenant Colonel Kl* fester it’ with the 

grenadier and light iiiuntry coinpaoie* of the 7vl . ej;! i'":!’ o fo.opiities 
ot Liiiope..ii grenadiers, one coinp;.tv. ot fepoy m ik ; ,r.i d •d^Coiipa- 
rics ot lepoy gicn I'tiicis. It Was iii\ tptenrion that ini'- taJ' nt ihould 
have taken with them t uii Iia pu-in.l..-:'; but Lieutt-naot o.i' 5 ' 

I'.-rved, th.it hi- ihould be t'C tcr .ib .• tof^-roi; the co nt \ u’ l ij : 

I'iie men iell their kn.ipl’.n k.., .111J I lent u'lth them r/, o d its 1 ; c 
t'oii on nitie camel , and bifcuii and arrack in per-, (-• Cool-ca 
flattered mylelf fo itrong a det.n-himMit, ■.■.hen ynned t > [, cuf'n.'i 
Hatilic’s corps, wot.'.d en..l’.c hiiii : join nvc ; aid I tleii e.l I.i.,'..tcn.! .tC'lo- 
nel Flricher to tell him to licgMi li s t'l.iKh in tlic evcntnL! ot tot' ij-'i m Sep¬ 
tember, and march di night lowaul. n.-.-; b it if .my thin ; happened th *r he 
thought might Impede tiis m -rch, I t.ien delired he vvonLl pmo’- a iih thedej 
tachment to Irap.idamour, which >v.tB ..o in.lc» in uiy re.ir, and li.torm me 
• of it. 

Sept. 9. Our .irmyand the enemv remained on rhe fime gro'Mul. • This 
cvcn'ug the tents nerc llrnk, a id .ve Liy on onr i.nn<i .li! 11 gut. About 
tweU e o’clock we heard fome cannon .ind nudij it try, wh.cli io ccafcd, and 
tveiy thing remaintd q'liet 

Sept. 10. A little hefp; • J.i -light, tve hcafd a v^rv he.ivv filing of c.atl- 
noiraiid mufqiK tiy, at a dnt-.!'. The company’s .irin\. vaeriiocxl, had 
moved: i alfo, at day iiglit, inaichcd by my right, on toaa. where wa 
heaid the filing. Wh. n w-. h »d maiched about four ’iMlei-, I o dered three 
guns to be tilt'd, as of unr approach; and ohlVrving the f.v.oke of t!ie 

gunc tfjbe to our left, we movtd in a d reCl line towards rbern. Af'cr m.irch- 
ing about a mile and li.df mfire, I rcpe.itewl the ftgiials bi.t; lud no retium. 
Wc law a gre.it fmf'ke, and ot a finden all the tiring cc.ifvd. W'e continue I 
our march to the ri.S»t, tow.ird8 the riep.illiire ro.id.igdn, cxpjffling to mcec 
LiMitanant Colonel Baiilie, no: doubting buf tjj.ff heTi.ni reyuifed th«* cnc ’''y. 
Alter marchiiu; about two miles, wc met one of our own {i^oy*. wounded, 
who told us, that Colonel Baiiiic h:nl been attacked, and catiiciv dcre.:tcd. 
Though I could not depend on tins intorination, yet not metting th'^letaclii 
yten^y and i!ie fifing having totally ceai'cJ, gave me too much rcalon to fuf- 
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pe^fome 4 irafier. The fccurity of the army determined me, therefore, to 
r<tturn to Conjeveram, wha*'c we arrived about fix in the evening. Several ', 
other wounded f»poy.i came in tbl'* night, v ho conlinucd the defeat of the de- 
tKhntant. *“ The reports of tho fep'jys differed fo much as to particulars, that 
no credit could be given them; in o«ie circuinft.tnce only th'ty fec.iif’dall to 
a^ree, which was, that c!^h#r two or three tumbrils blew up, and that then 
the horfe broke in iinou the dciachment. This is aii the iufurmatiou I got of 
this moft unhappy diu'ler. 

I found thcie was b.4iely one cUi)*s rice For the troo ^s ; and I conlid .-red, 
that if 1 re'.naiii^d at Cor.je>eram, I fit >uld be Airrounded wiih ail 
cavalry, fo that 1 fiiouid be evciy day more tiidrefLd toi p^ddy and ii-.eep, 
and the horfes and bullocks mult havefhived; nor had 1 ao;,' h.-pe^ cW relief. 

1 rcfolved theri:fore to fall back to Chi.'jlc.or.t, vvnerc 1 iiopc-l ro find provi- 
iioos; 1 oidcred all the b'tgi;:i/,e out of the vvlhcti w.rs not in .1 date of 

defence, and threw the heavy guns and Uoret, ihat could not be moved, into 
the great luuk. 

Sept. II. At three in the mornlnp^, we leb Coi.ic'cram ; we marched all 
day. Our fi.inks and rtar wer.* ro:vinii.illy b r.-iiva with roi leA than 6000 
of theenemy’s licoft', who '.v'"juded r..! in.... and cut OiT ek’cr.i! carr.s of 
baggage. A deep nuiia n.'nr SivCv.r.rn 'et-udi'.i oui m;.‘.ch much; and the 
folTowci's ‘T the .irmv, w in tiie b .‘-e. p.Micu h'< clofe on tiu- luic in ihta 
narrow that oi'iny' of the co.iiic. tiucw o,’,. ih..:r iO'..iG. act, iert them 

odthe gtoiind. V/t .irrivrd at «-even at nif-.ii! -u .1 'iver, w.i’.iiii ,t n.iic- and 
a half of Chiiv.'Jeput, fo deep, that the r.ar os our my u pais it nil 
Bipe oMock ncj.t iri'M p.iri':;. 

Sept. 12. 1 iiiM.'h dif.!nj).'i:',-..d on bcin,- iii!\‘i‘ri.cd, by L’eurenant 

Rackety, who CouKvanJs .it Chii)yi''}‘in, ti'.it li ■•'■I pot any |u ivilions 
for the troops, r.tiJ ihai the n..!'-' 'b li-.v-kbirs h.,.., ;;ll ri .k’ ti.i-n the 
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country, .rtrrer ever.'cuaeavour, 

^ay*« rice, and bime iiio. p for th.: ' "i Colo,',t.l b' -n-) y t" U-. here, 

with h:E cie'achme'ji Srp'i rl'ie scv. It’, ard, to. tf ■. '-oiiiianich or <e- 
poy grenatiit'ib, three bartullon compaaic- ot fw.* res^imeat;. of his 

biLhoeffc tr,e rabob’i) cavalry, w i’h fix oi tii'^ ii.i.' im y coiiij«anles, and 

two p-u” lers. }]ad we had provliioi.,?. 1 ioivc rk-iniamd at 

Chingleput v.itii this reinforee uenr, r-'l I hoi iK-aui 11 aa Mad'ns; hut ne- 
Cefiicy obligfd ''•> to m Ac a.iuihvr fotceJ ... .rel- to Sr. I tvMi.is’s Mount. 

bept, jj. bVe iLlt all r tir lick a u fome of l a lx pi,at Chiingh 
fltld bi’g.'m our ni,i.ih .it fix in the cvenin;;, r.jid .irilted at tbv Monji m the 
about t'.vo o cir.< k in tin-aftcrnui'ii : ihe!to.'|.., '.wrr iprirtered in :!'.c 
barracks and lifHiIt .>•; ..nd tht 15th rhe arn.y ai.;. to M.irmclon, wheie 
they ' are now enf-.niped. 

Ibisvenow, ytiiiitiTun, in plain infotmed ynu ofevery pirriciilsr 

relative to the unny, that I can rcC' laot uorttiy )t' t ol'U n ation ; .uvl give 
me leave to ailure \<*u, that in the fii.-f. time ,\'f bax liccn h'tnn M .d as, I 
bave had mcc ufttculK.’i-I'i crcovintei han (ter I c''j'trit iv rd iiint I have 
been a ruither.**^ iiiTagint- it wiTl .Ippe.o, i‘h:ir the uncvptClr-d a.- w'ellf as nn- 
coirmtnn quansitycf rail;, tiiar fell lom the zfirh of .Xotpitl to the bth Sej>- 
j^CWihci, has been the caufeofour ini*tort'ine, by fwt ll ng a fmaH liver fo as 
to pretent Lieutenant Colonel Bai.lie’s dciacbrocnt fioin palTnig, from the 
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a7th of Auguft to the 3d of September; and what ftiU add« to the diftrefs, If / 
Mnderftand it is a river rhar Ins fcarce ever been known to be impaflUbIc fot 
any length of time. Had l.itfuteii.tnt CoU^nel r*4i!lie j>>ined!*us tl^ 29th of' 
AugoU at Conjevevam (which nothing bi’t !<iv rains could prevent) I Qiotild 
have hiiii it in my powtr to lii<ve aa-cked Hydet*» camp at Ball CUitfy, be¬ 
fore hjs whole force had been collpfled. His htuatftn favoured ihe attemp', 
being encamped in a wood, wliich w\>u!d have given our inu'itry' the .i<!van« 
tage over his numerous cavalry; I (Jiouid iiiio have had proviiions fudicient to 
have fe.rved the army to Arcor, where wecxpeii^ed au ample fupply ; hut the 
neceifity I was under of remaining at Conjcvcram, deprived me of thefe ad¬ 
vantages. The cjuatnity of paddy 1 had collected in the Pagoda was our on¬ 
ly fupport, and had I quitted, Conjeveram, the enemy would iin mediateljT' 
have occupied it, and we inu.'l have ilarved. In the unfortunate affair of the > 
lorh, as 1 am certain Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, his officers, and the whole 
derachinent, would exert themftives to the utmoff, I am of opinion that the 
blowing up of the tumbrils was the ruin of the detachment, the number of 
lives that muff have been !off by the dxploiion, the confulion it m-iff have 
created in the tanks, and the want of ammunition, might have been the caafe 
of the defeat of a much larger body, and I fear it was at this moment cf their 
diftrcfb that Hyder’s nfultitudc of cavalry tell on them. The want of inielli- 
grnctf was a circuinffagce in which I was much diffreffed : 1 founJ myfelf in 
a country ravaged with tire and fword, and fo furrounded with hori'e, tha^ 
hircarras could with difficulty go out or return to camp without being wound¬ 
ed by them. The inhabitants nioffly fled, and the few that remained, feem- 
ed more in the intcreff of the entmy than of their proper mailer. Itwas^o* 
Captain Pringle, who is captain of the guides, that 1 was obliged in this par* 
ticular, whole unwearied diligence provided me all the inCclligence 1 did 
receive. 

Great as the misfortune is in the lofs of fo large a detachment, I hope vre 
have ftill refources to bring a llrong army to the field; but in particular give 
nre leave to fix your attention to cavalry : The opprtfifion of the arti.iery and 
infantry for want of horfe is too great; the numbers of detach ncii^s ob iged 
to befent out for provi/ions haiialics the troops ftvcrclv ; whccai^, a cermin 
number of regular c.ivalry w'ould cover your troops on all marches, provide 
efeurrs for convoys, keep your camp quiet by jiatroies, and give relief to the 
artillery and infantry, lo as to enable them to ail with full toive ivhcn a«^fual 
fervicePrequire their exernon.—1 beg tUU letter may make a uamucr in the 
ffrff packet to Europe. 

I have the honour to be, 

Honourable hir, and Sirs, 

Your moll obedient fervant, 

HrClOR MuKRO. 

Your cgmmittee think it proper tg lefer the rrPtlig append'x No. 9. 
for other letters relative 10 thefe events; and they h.tve ihcic*jn(r a utter 
from the fele£t committee to the court of dircift'r*-, d.c.ed the Qctj’.er 
1780, and together vvith it, the correrpond.-uc;' lice.*.een tii-.* gciiei daRt! the 
governor in Uitets which appear to have not been laid the boaru: and 
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alib tlie ^jetirral’a corrcfpijiidence with Colonels Colby and Baillie, and the 
iaftriftions wV’.ch he j;avc to them and to Colonel Fletcher, 

V. i'.l - I^c louiid annexed, a return of the detachment under Colo- 
«ijcl Ba 'lif*, !t ic'i l u of the irooj^v at the Mount on the 26'h Au^ull, and of 
the**'il ..nc., Mr.nnimtion,'and flore?, ifljcd from 26th Avigufi to4 jch Sep- 
tcmbfi, '.ind a 0,^ c (*f »h^'tiooj'» which now, fiuce the retreat from Lcnjevc- 
ram, vst: t •.-.cair.jjcv' on the Madras tide of the Matmelon river ; to which is 
nd.'.ed, the ui ’he I'eneral tefpe^ling C«)lonel Baillie’s lol'f, and fomc 

ojfficiui ro the ij Cl Clary at war, and enclolure.>, which he tranfinitted to 

turo)'*'. . 

Aai! ycni con.miace have alfo here fubjolncd to thofe papers which w'crc 
prt di'C' f. or it'iii by Sir HetSor Muuro, n letter from Lord Marlcod to the 
tei ierr.iy a; wai, ard ibme letters from Sir Kdw'ard Hughes, and alfo from 
other f'dlct" i w ho h ive given any accounts of ihele evci.ts. 

Anti as It a,'p-ais, that the fiitl ftep taken by rhe felc6l committee after re¬ 
ceiving inl(>imaiioii ot this mbfortune, was to ttanfmii an account of it to 
\oiir I'on.miitce have thouy.ht j)ropet to jd.-ce alfo in this numocr of 
the appeiidij., the coiifultiuions t f thatfelcd board, on 13th September, and 
the u'<< 'utious toimtd io c-’nli rji.ence of thfii'., and their letter ot the 14111 
to »he g'>ve*'nor j^encial and ccvincll therenpon, that tue houfe may have he- 
fure them in one vii vv, all tht eircnmUanccs leaning to and immediately con- 
lequciuial upon the defeat, which your committee have been able to 
collect. 

It njijrcar:, that to the nectflity of allillance in money, for which this pre- 
/j^^.ncy had I'cCoic, as h.’? b.fii ften, applied to thar of Bengal, was now fu- 
peradued an '.’! |.'.c.it demand for a !('infuif ement ot tioops; which, they fay, 
the l/jro rti tal or their lois would make evident, “ efpecially as it had been 
with il f urn.(/d dit'Hculty, that they could btlore draught a fufFicient num- 
, her of tioop lii'm fhfir gailifons ro meet theenrmy in the field.” 

Aiu' n.n nnsree find, that this was onfuiveLi by a letter from Sir Ed- 
waid Hugh'- (;j ti,e f.imc daic ; who, after repielenting the imminent dang.,r 
of the inif I ly of M.idraF, orureats the governor genesal and council to lay 
afidt'.di j l rn agiiiiill the Mar.ma?, and unite in opj.oling Hyder and the 
trci;..!!. \> .v/terta’D v I'iilng in concert. 

..And \tiu ) I'lnir e-: I'lid, by the gcneiai le'ter from Fort Saint George to 
thctouito Id':'IS, dao-d I ytb C. ^tebt r, rhai ininn diaiely upon the irrup¬ 
tion or li}t .''dt ui ad\e.'^tilcineiiiE h.id been lUuerl lor reccivitpg lorins 
upon ton ] V’» l»'i ds ; and ih'Ht the fiipjdy rnifed by this means proving 
very in d'y e. aiwi ' <iv.ng no other immediate rcl.iurce, they obferve, that 
they h.-ui Mcen ol'i ydl, in ihis exigency, to ctmtraiy to orders, and to 
draw 0 01. f i I'l.i ro an a,i ount exceeding £. jcio.uoo. 

And VC.IP. I emr itrce find, that rhe nabob icc^c trtd by letter of ryth 
S'ptrr-bci". ro it’uin an tx fl and poTirivc .■^nfwei lo fomc ijiicftions put ro 
him in !c',:i ^ '(< ilie conii-jbiitions Vvhiti fe depe ndr d on from him; 

and an ; iTi'.'.iii’' I'.r^ (.f‘"r<'.v-ito^' was ictifp-d ujion, /oral! money ^hicb had 
been or Biou o 'i.c adv. u^ed loi the piiinent ol hi. troops- 

Atid \oui committee find, that the anfwer ol the nabob to the governor, 
dated the ifi her, conr.iineci an account of his great dilirefs, and of bis 
inabiliiy to .dfilt, a. ho could wiA., in furmfning fupplifs -that he had of- 
4 tea 
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ten given W'nrning of the enemy’s intention# to iiiva<3e the Carbatic, and was 
not then called upon to provide"thofe necetrarieS) which iu* bad dc.dared it 
wovdd be ^cry di^icult to procure when the enemy fl'oiiid have entered hit 
• V^untry — 'I hat now, when they had bc^n f.to months in rhe^arnatic, reVe* 
Cfived a letter fiom the f/overnor, req\jeflin^ a feyply of bu!lotk£,^k<-p, and 
rice; that, hoAi-vtr, he would endeavour to procure them al!, iii a* great 
number jfnd qiianiity as he could <—:i?*d ti>ar Iv wguld exert himte’f to com- 
pleat four regiments ot cavalry,-wh’ich Ihoidd be pt:t und^r 'be dired-ions of 
the commat>dcr in duel during the w:u— 'ih.it he would cmilent t<j rti '.ke af- 
fiynnicnts of teir.'.oiy, lot the futws which flutuld be advanced by the compa* 
ny to%ay his troops. 

It aj>i'<-:irs, that on the 6th of October, two member? of the felti^ commit¬ 
tee c iMipldined, that an alter ition had been made in r’lriierfc' fince t'.ey had 
lecn it on the rd.—-Your coimniffec have not difdovered u ha* rids . beratioil 
was; bur it appeals, that the nabob, In lercial fubrequent Icucis, repeated 
his coi lent to jppropriate the revenues of Tinnevelle, Ratr.naut, Shevaj/un- 
ga, and Triehinopoly, for money ralvanced to pay the anears due to htS 
tioops, and for th>tir fuluic payment; and that on the 30 tli of Otb/ber, it 
wa; icfoKed by the felect commit ce, to dillhar^e thofe aric.tr?, and to regu¬ 
late the alhgnrnentb in tlie manner tb»'n yr- pofed by lb" prendenr. 

And your commitr^jp find, that the fclect board now judged it to he J necef- 
faiv iiieabite to flu ngiben tbe fort of'I'anjure ; and it was yrojjufed to fend# 
detacbim nf < f troops,* who fnould not be Xanjoicans, to reiniorcc the garri- 
foil. And Coioiit-! Bru'thwaite, who bad "on the ij’th Scpteml-'i b"rn ap» 
j)'>iiiied to ihf ci.muuind of ib.ar p'a.e, I’le'^flted an a '.vice on the ajd of the 
f. me moinii, tlmt a body of horfe (hou;d be r..ijcd in that country, wh^re 
tlKTC ua? pood ciivaiM, which, havintrbeen fince necleccdf 

had tle'e'ted to Hvder. 

And your .onim'ttev fnd, Thar letters weie after..'ards wrote to the raja, 
tndeuic hi-. alUiiance tm till jurpofe, .md r.j put hi. Sebc.uly Carps under 
tin: direction of t u: eoun*' n.'...nc at 'rariore ; end aifo to rcqueil from him a « 
C-'mltarr tupp.v oi piovtli-u, afl" ring liim at vr.e f .mj t im* fi or.} .’tinrj : 
Ai^l it appeals, that the irij.i leiurneu a ver;, r.tvr nrab c ar.b.vc; to lj.; Je ap- 
jiUeitiotv-. 

If app'-ar.s. That it.e ;;«• ing up the G'nVi'.ov Circar, which had bi-cn fo 
long dvl.tvi*.!, w;,^ p.) V r.'. Ivi'ti upon ; ar.j it tiiC icct e-.mmiittc, on the 
l4ih ^«•p^t^d)e,, w rotu t > I,.e reu.' ;l I'' ng..!', >'-ho v .mui.r.nJu-d in u at ui{- 
t'i I ,* cncb'linp, an ot.;i.r iVum the n:i: ■ b t - l;,s mup.p;. r':, to withdraw froni 
all lattri -r coiueri; in that louorrv'. Liouif’'..rit DLLiiJas vVh< riK'o ciicCl d to 
wr te to BJ11'.,'’’ ' I ;■ aiid inf irm li m oi th's ii.'t nfi.in, tli 4 t he 

might rake charjiV ot C‘'C..r till he 11 : niul r.. ei'. e i: UrnCth ps from his 
m.uh-r about it. Tb-* t nuauv'* fepov-s weretolc ^nll-.ct'd ‘oieber from 
tiifrcr'iit p.in? oi the iH.i’ic;. .'r ItoiniKli iiiHi',.! .’.i-iy and to 

proceed trom tliei'cr aI t’n ..il j. C'p i.lt I'l to li.f pie.'.d ncv. 

Your coiumiitv: b.'”... ilwoi. I.t p-o p'.r f.) y.: to 'h.- App- n.'ix. No. 11, 

It letter from the go'.onot to h.ijc.dei fui ; cn ’liij which appears to 

have bce^ wrote «'n tlie Se]'t< i diei/u eoi , ot<i ni"*k’ivmade in 

ihelelect coiniTuttec by Mr. Johnio;, ; and in ihe fame Appendix w ill be* 
found a letter from the nabob cn the 1 ul jtcf, dated 16 th September, 
VoL. Ill, i, wherein* 
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wherein alfe he <kfirc;d to be Authorized to negotiate a treaty with the 
nylsin. 

And it appeacii, that the committee catne to a refolution on the 23d 
September that .he govenor thouM wiite a Ittrer to that prince, acquaint tiy 
him uith ' their ha-ing ordered •;he Ciimtoor Cirtarto be tcilotcd. "Ihia 
letter appears to have been fcnt ( n the 25th, and flutes, that au his h^ohnn's 
bad induced the prefidenf/oi Rcngal'to in'icrfeie tor attaining th^t objcif^, 
and they Uiiient the long difappointmcut they had found, to iKejr htqjesot 
being able to pay him their ;>ri« ars ot thol''elcurti due lor ih^ other Cjicu’ri; 
butceiire him m> ulIIci e ihtir aflurar.ces, that they will neglecr no opp<!rti.j'.)(y 
for the f'lttirc ol ir.akiiig gof'ti the halancei ; a.«id tin y conclude v. uh c Apjcf- 
ling u co.'fid nt h. p«, “ ih<Ht hi; highnefs would art according to tre t: ^rles 
fublifting betMecn Imn and the tomp.iny, and endeavour to the utin ‘it ot his 
power t(. check rhe defigns ot th.ir eneinic''.” 

And your coinniiticc- find, ih.ar if was refolved,on the 13th September, by 
thefcicdt committee, to vvlthdraw’rhe greatefl paa ofrhe; tn»ops trtun iheothtr 
Circara, and to leave g»iri*oi.s only in Ganjam, MazuUpata-.n, and Viz.igi- 
pataiti, the works of which were ordered to he ilrcngchened as much .is poifi. 
ole; and that Inflruclrons were fenr to that efleft, on the i4rh and iO*h Sep¬ 
tember, to the chiefs .md council of thofe places; and at the fame rime they 
were di.e£lcd 'o pack up their fre-urre, and put it on foard the Nymph floup 
of war, which Sir Edward Hughes had agre.-d to difoatch with the packet 
to Bengal, and permitted it to touch thole ola'.es on her return. 

And your loiiunitft*; find, that Licufe * im Douglas, in obedience to his 
intiruc^ioDs, deliv. rta up tlic Gunffmrto Tj,w,.!icL Jung’s man tger j but was 
obliged to inform »he fcicff ccniinittcc, by a letter daied the 24111 Scprcmber, 
that the fepoys would d'M’eri, if oHered to matwh to the fouihwatd. Audit 
appears that he was ti’creupnn di' ^fted by letter ot 4ih Ociober, to leave thcin 
:if Ongole ; am* that the h ur companies ot the 7th f'ainatic battalion ihou.d 
be lent from thence to Uu piclidciny, accoiding ly h.s ad\icc in a letter dated 
ihc Ill Oclo’.cr. 

And your cominitiee find, that a difficulty of a limilar natpr;, in another 
Circar, was not lb happily concluded; for upon an attempt to embark the fc* 
poy« tor the pr' lidency at Mazulipitam and V’izagapatam, they niurinrtd; 
and rhoiigo .1: the fill! of ibefe places order was rcltf'rcd by the ruklrcfs of 
General Stewart, at the other they proceeded to of the moil extreme 
outrage, killed fomeot their officers, “ ap 1 a complciii pUuuKir of the place 
cnliicd, wheieby the projurtyof cveiy itulicid jal, as well as tu.it of thecem- 
pany had futlcreJ tftl'^liialJy.’*-~ It appeared th.uthc mutineers then winr olil, 
acconspan'etl by li • e companies of the li*(t Circar batialioti, whicti haj>pe”*Ll 
4> be .III gairifon there; and that there were great appiehenfions that ilie le- 
poys in the CiCt! ole C'le.tr woiPd roli*nv their example; .uul atfo, rh.it th.e 
aeinintlars wntiU av.iU trcmleives ot tli -l op lortun ty to tiir.nv ofl* their afe- 
g'aacc i Sitraiain itaiize not \ er :i! I i^ed ;i: Viz If ii'.if:iii). and that bt 
kept away in a manner that had the aj>j>e.oance'd' d di lav ; t) ar 

on all thefe accounts'ch^are was much an-.;et> aian iijic laic of that leitJt- 

m •mm ••mm % ‘ '1 

nieot. 

A;ui it appears by further accounts, th.i' Vi/'ra n Ean'r, the brother of 
Siltaiam Kaiize, had wrote Icricn* lu the icmi .dars, lodiliu in lupprefllng the 

4 , mutiny i 



A. 17S1. DEBATES. * s»7 

• i^uiiiiy ; but your commitiee fiud, by a letter dated the 10th C^ober, that the 
iurar^nts h^d Uiu uomu theii anus and pan of their plunder, aut^had dif- 
peilcd. * 

And /oar committee find, that Sir Mentor Muorc^ who had alked and ob> 
T.iit.ed leave to come to the preiidency alter he had encamped the remains o£ 
his army on the banks ot the ^larmelou, havinj^ again nfumed his feat in 
the coniinittee, propoicJ and recommended there, on the rad September, « 
mode, by which he hojtcd that the. late mibi'ortunes would be repaired, and 
the anny llrengthened na foon as poffible, I'o us to enable them to oppofe the 
cncmji. After explaining his plan for the Ikengthening the principal garci- 
ions; lor raifing Ittpoy recruits^o coiiipleat their battalions; fur eucrealio|r 
their monthly pay to engage them in me fervice, and peihaps alfo to tempt 
then) to t-pjlt that of the enemy ; in ftiorr, tor the general regulation and 
d.itnUntion of the forces, he urged rhe neeeflity of putting thefe meafures 
into inin>ediute execution ; and then concludes in tliefc words : ** It is m peace 
we rt.ould prepaic for war. Alter the liege of Pondicherry, I hao the ho-. 
nu>.ii ot adtiiclling the feleil: coiiinil'tee by Tetter, wherein I dated the defeats 
in their garrii'ons and llores, and po.nted out the neceHit) of putting litem in 
fuel) a Itaie as to be rcau3' on any emctgcncy ; and I fiequwurly recommended 
that the tioojis ll.ould »lwa\be teady tor the held. 1 .»,n lorry to fay that 
any oblervations oi mine had not the eflVft I could have vvilhec. 1 fhall fay no^ 
moie on what is p.tli ; it is oar buhncls now to ufc every cndcuvoni tor the 
public guild. U'c IhouKl have one voice, and one han.l; and if the rulir^ 
]»uwei is heady asid deternnned in its lefobuiuns, the executive part mull anu» 
wni be )n\ipci'ly attended to ; noi c.m you make yuurfcives mure luimidable 
to \our enemy, th.ii; by unar.imit) in your c'oun>ii.” 

And yovu committee hud, that ireijuent contideratioos being now had of 
deviling the moft proper and effcclu.il means tor lecurity and refinance ugainil 
the fnccefsl'ul enemy, fcveral propolitions v/ei* .aid before the I'eled't com- , 
mfttec, and fevcral refolutions taken upon them ; the moll maietlal of wiiich 
w ill^e lound in an Appendix, No, 13. And as the heavy lots i'uhained by the 
defeat of Colonel Baillie, made it moll iniincdiately obvious that the hrit ne- 
tclfary expedient was to endeavour to recruit the fhatrered battalions, aiders 
auptar to have been dii'patched by the Iclect board to dtrt'erent llation^ fj|r that 
pui jiofe : but as alinofi evciy diilrii?! was now over-run by the cii«my*s troops, 
and vonfmunicatioii thereby wuhihe country greatly cut off, the mran» of 
gaining iccruits were of Courlc much ftrcighiciHd ; it was iuund necefl'ary to 
ap]>ly to the nabob tor leave to dr.ift his Sibbendy corps, and alfo to cider 
rhat recruiting money Ihould beencr«.alcd to one pagoda. And as intimations 
were made to the felect board, that the Ituropeans in Hyder’s fervice were 
dirpol'ed to defert from it, they appear to have commilliuned their olHcers to 
, bold out fuch encouiagement us might be likely to induee thofe men to enter 
j^into the company’s regiments. The chief engineer ga\ t in a plan of mea- 
* furcs necelfbry to be adopted for ihc ilcfence of th**. Town fort; 

and it was particularly reiblved, on 25th September, to lay up fix months 
flore of every kind of provilinn within the fort, as loon as polTible ; and the 
' prelident was dellred to take the necclTary ileps accordingly. I'he commander 
I of theaitillery proyiol^, by letter of 24th September, an augmentation of that 
corps, which wai agreed to be referred to the court of dirc^ors ; aminunitjoa 

£ 2 and 
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tfud ftorei wereiPTilcretl to thnfc peaces which were found to want them ; 
A^Coi waweinforctd by hfty Eujopcans from Vellore, loihat the garriiontoh- 
fifled, on the abrh Sepiemhe,r, of about i^o Europeans, bciiues two compa- 
•tea of fepoys conwpandad by the company’s nflic'ers, and about 7000 aimed 

S feople; but the l abob, (till anx.ous for the'fatt: ol his capital, ot woich fiv¬ 
er had le'umed the ftcge, continually folicited frclh fiiccouis, which could 
be given tii it. 

It appears iniieeJ to your committee, Thar much apprehenuon was at t!rs 
time conceived for the fituailon 01 Madras iifelt, horn the incomph r.- p.,(e of 
tine foriifii-anons, the wcakiicfsor the garrifvm, and the want ofiMoviiiou.o and 
SilefTrs. Srtiithand Johnlon, m their minute ot '..he 1 ith t>itnbtr, in.iue their, 
aawebas the proh.ih r defi^n-of the F'ltnch tioni the illantJ , the gtuund,; of 
thfir /cure, that Sir Edward Hughes Ihould be rci;ueilcd not to quit riiat coalt, 
bit; to bring h.s dett into the road, Ju-i loim us hr ciuilu with fak’f \. 

But it «i>pe.irs to yrmr i-ommutee. That th“ admiral arrcuUfd tbtirhrt 
con ruiit.e on the lith Ociohei ; and alter ft. ling nuny urgent re.ihu.s, 
whiiii .Hide 11 incumlu'nt upon h’:;i to pTt.ce-. J : ) B'inbjy, »)burveil .i.oie- 
over, that tie did not tlnnk it j r- l'..ble tliai the ^'ien<-h iut.'ck would be tli- 
Te£led ft !*■ to the C'ioi/i.it’dc''CO lit ; and that a; i.;; i icnrs, thr\ \vru* rot t'> 
be expelled during :hc CPiulng monloon, iinmcdi.ifel} blict »i u,ch, itc liu'!.), 
Jio|>e h'lnfrlttr. return. 

And it apf-r.irr, Thar ihc c'-innhrtc then r'cne t< a r< f iiri-.n, not tom.ike 
lunhcr requell to Sir i'ldwaid, to alter hii deierni iiariot. of pK.cetd.ug to 
Bombay. 

And it appears. That the comnntteo took the < pportunl'y f'l fending a 
packet by him to that pic'i.lvncy ; n whith rhoy o.ivc « ichnon ot the ce- 
leat of theit troops urder ^'olonti Baiiilt-, and lemarked, wiih regi'Li, the 
inconvenieuce they lulfeicd tiom i- e .liiu net. <>t ihok rrtx'p, wli cli ihev had 
dfetaciicd to Boiiihay, ro their ulTjf.ir.ee, . ■ d tiiat tney ivul.cd^o h.»\c llicm lO- 
turned to ih-ir coast by the liill .ipportun’ty- 

It appears, I hat ilic k-li.Ct cf-miiiittcc iiinitu: received adv horn I e-'u- 
cberrv, that i^ was clo eiy btlieged b\ the Nairs, .tliilted vviio ih-; f ce of 
Hydcr 'Uly, wrote to t!.e chief and touncil, and to the cotnin.iini.u,t ci that 
p)i.ce,ftIIrutting them, linu a? they conceived it not pollih’c, wic'vmt poAvr- 
' jul fiippoit, to keep polfcl.ion or it tor any length ot tmie, ami as tl)*; lumi' 
tion of affaw3 rendered It ut’cefiii''y that the trtn>p.- fliould return i'> tne pttti* 
denev wish all pulliuie expedition, they Oiould ab^iiidoii the I'etrhuntiit, ^nd 
that it Edw.'iid Hi ghcf Wv>uld .Tfiiil in bringing oil the troops, ilorcs, and tt- 
fet^ts. and w mid tr-mlp it them to Anjengu. 

And it appears to your committee, I h.it a letter was vvrlrten on the fame 
day, to Sir Edward Hughes, in which the committee requtlkd him to cxecuic 
(hat fervicc. . 

And yf ur commiiUc^^i'd, that at this time a general letter having beer, made 
up, ambdi+piJ'chPd by thtrNymph Hoop of war, .Mellrs, Smith atAl johnfon 
delivered tn a miiuire, Odober 19th, cxuieliivc oi ihcir di approbaiion of the 
pomentr, as being ■' partial and unfair account of the tranfai^tions and events 
Urbich it was meant to commun'eate to the court of diredors ; and they point 
ppt fcver^l clrcumltancce, which were omitted or mifreprclentcd-—they ob- 
** 'I hat they might relate what had happened in the mull favourable 

luaiiner 
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^nan nrr records would allow, but on no account fo defSate From them | 
remhrkmij, that by ami not |^y pa*rial rcpreFentarions, rlteir condutft 

would be judged ; Jiul chat they therefore totally dif-tpproved of every pare 
of the letter, which ccv.ld not*be corroborated the iniuutcb of thecum- 
niittee.” 

Ir appears. That another joint minute had boon delivered in by the fame 
gentl»*nifn, on the 14!!! inilani, v*hich they thoiigiir neceirary, rd make'the 
record ot their iVninr.ciUs-the made in w'lich ((uflnt fs was conduiled in 
the comiiiittee, that it might be feen how far any rfFponfibility could be 
qiiired of them m panicnlar, who lorint'd a i^art of the government, that 
they would iheictoit point of-t the • I'ng influence which that inlhtuiioft h^ad- 
thi'ov. n It.to th'. hands ol the gt'vern r, and confcqucntly, how much hc Wi# 
rcfponiib'.«» N^r all mralii.t-s that came before it. 

'I ney ,)nrtli:uuii’y t> maik nii 'jxjwer of prelcntlng or fopprefling all official' 
ini'xinaf on, and ntiii ivo, “ 'That they had rcafon to think the late prefident 
CN'peCt-d n-it.ir !;is dcjjar'i‘re, that the cii'tipany’s poneffions on the coaft 
Would be invaded iiy li)der ;—that they likewife had i‘-..lon to think that he 
knew n a" u ee* colu'ct.i’.g on the tiontiers of tin; C trnatic, :it Benga» 
iofi.-, ike, ;'rKl that thf-v hao tie,n in'ortiicd that Mr. Cxrev wrote ftveral let* 
teii to h.M) 'Ml 'h.'.l li?l)iL'er (.ilthough on’}' one appv.irfd on itcoid;) but 
in for (IV-;'ion u,iierci (.Mirrn.inicatcil to the committee.” 

! hi\ I! r I u'et to .ivf.’u' o! ihflr iiiiiititcs, whicli contained intelligence of 
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jilt'd — I'lu'v thiJilc it neocflary, in concluliori, to defire that the court of 
di*<'('ors, »"*\ the i-onvtiitrce, uould refer to the rcjiorr oi the late prefidcttt, 
rt-laiive 10 tier’s tlifpolition and iurenfiont, e:ucre.i in the minutes of 
the- co'ioitifi'e on 23d Oftohir 1/7';, an 1 to the coiumittec’s unanimous opi- 
n‘;on ilv.'reu HU); and to Mr. Smith’s minutn loih November, and to the 
com imttf’s opinion In conferjiumcc thci^-of.” in which vour committee 
ba\e§lio put a letter from me nabob to the court of diretftors, dated 17th 
Oi’‘fober, 1780. 

Su -h wtre the flepr w'hich appear to have been taken at Fort St, George, 
in confc'juence ot the dif.iite*', v. hich had I'o weakened their powi.r and te- 
fources, as to occiiiion a vofiintary derc!i>:t'.on of lome of their poirelfions, in 
order lu be latter enabled to prei’ervc the'tell. 

Your commirree will now take a r lew of the pioceedings at Bengal, on their 
receiving intonnation of the Irruption of Hyder Ally into the Carnatic, and 
of the h^vy lofs which h;.d h.ippcned alterwards to |ff?t of^the Madras army. 

It appears, by the coniultations of that preliuency of the 4 tfr 5 ejncTOber,» 
That though a instion was made to fend a fum of money to Madras, adequate 
to the emergency of the occafion, provided they Ihould not be able to fur^« 
nifh themfelves by the method they were purfuiug, of railing money upon 
the company's bonds ; yet, on farther refleclion, it w'as agreed to wait till 
Rtorc particular accounts pf the ncceflity ihould be received, and a ** further 

inforniatiot\ 
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information bnd <r^' the Aate of that pididency uitli relation toils d-fj^oiition 
for rapelHnjPthe af\u,il or pretended nivalion, wlitLlicver it in'^ht piove, Sind 
the other diilini^t I'erviccs ii> tvinch ihty mi^ihr projnjfc to Jj'p!> the luma at', 
forded them ; andelpcciallt/ as two modes, ui«remuunce »s re already j'rovi- 
ded, which, thriugh not ample, would provda fuifiuenL riliel to their im¬ 
mediate wants." 

The accounts which followed fsjon after of the defeat of Colonel BailUe, 
and of the alarming didrefs in which the Britifli ati'.iirs on the coait oi Coiu- 
mandel wrere involved, by the fuccclsful progrefs ot ilyder A 1 y, occahuned 
meafuresof more immediate relief to be propofed and adopted : It wa* rt- 
folved to fend a fupply of fifteen lacks of ru|^ecs*, (o tranfpurc to Madras ini- 
ipi^tately a confiderablc reinforceintiut of European troop;,, Mud diat feveral 
battalions of fepoys ihould follow them at a pioper leafun, and in the man¬ 
ner w’hich Ihould then be found ncad aJvtfcaule ; foi tiie ftafon was now too 


far advanced to prepare veflels to carry fo large a body or men, pro, iJed, 
which couU hardly be hojsed, that the fepoys wi>idd iubmit loan I'mb.trk.i. 
tion, and get the bertcr of their repugnance to r p.nlage by fca.— I'he loads 
by .land l.iv through, a marfny cnuniry, and wcic Net ip'p.ifl.ih,c, and ihcie 
were yer alloto he removed the doubts of ihe d..li4n wnli wliitii the Bcrar 
Anny was llatiuncdin the very line ot the routr w men they m jtt tuKc.— 
Sif £3 ^‘re Cooic u.t.s defiicd, and heagited, in pro. cui hiiUiclt nimieduicly 
to thccoalt, a<id take the command ot tiic .trray on tnai cli.it,l:!liuieu'. Ar.n 
itjWCS urged, rlv.u “ 'I'ljough the danger impeiidn4; on the eunip.ni.v’s intercits 
in iheCarnatidmight becalily repctls'd, even with ttu-foic.. which it aiicvniy 
pofieilcd for its d. tcnce, )ef, that no reliance could Ic pi.i.td upon it, unlcfs 
It (hould be projicrly ap]>licd and conduCled;—*h.,t it md not a>.>j>e.ir to 1 m\c 
been properly applied, nor could be cvpei'red to !•(• propciiy .-m.UiKtc i, nn- 
lefs Sir Eyre Cuote would at this ctilih Hand iorrh, ..:id Madicutc, ui hu own 
perfon, tne rights and honour ot tlie Britilh arms." 

Doubts alio I t-irg then luggcOtci, of the propriety ot tnJ'.ing u> Itrgc a. 
film as fifteen lacks ot rujrccs to the nianagcuicut ot ihe gcnileiiuM o. Madr.,!, 
from an iipprch'-ntVn tlv.it they would “ not only milapply Imt waiie it 
a refoUuiou w .is r.tkcn, ihai the treafure fliould be configned to Sir tyre Cooic, 
and appropriated e:.clulivei> to anftv'cr military chargts ; “ but that he 
ihould be authorifed to advance any part of it on the it-q.iifirion ot the i>rv’fi- 
dentand feledt couimirtccot Fort St. Ueorge, ihould he agree in thec.vpc* 
diency of doing fo." 

Thefe partlcularr were communicated to the Madras board, in a letter from 
the govr rnor general and council of 2d Octoln r; wh. after exprefllug a 
mon leoi'ble cuncein at the fatal check which the Lomuany’s arms had re¬ 
ceived, they declare, that they purpofely foiticai at pri:U nt from maViugany 
obforvationson that event, or on the Heps, which it ta,eu, would, in rheir 


opinion have prcventcii^t!’ They inform tin m alio of hr., ing fem lome fait 
jprovifior.s1|fekfe of a li«:get'and of rhe nleans taken ro provide them with 
grain ; of their having rclulved to offer tcims of peace to liie Maratias, and 
»of having written to Sir Edward Hughes, refuelling him To d're.:t, it'pollible, 
the operations of his Majeiiy’s fquadron, agiinft thp poircllioiis and fliijis of 
iiyder, on the cuail of Malabar,. 

Ill 
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lii their letter to Sir Edward Hughee,^hich wai sKIjj of the fame date * 
with that to Madrw»t they particularly remark to .him, that they bad re* 
folved on a peace with the M.traitas; ** that it hud brCD long their wiih to 
V(i;^n early iiluc to their diflerctices, and were happy to dftferve, that this . 
wmf Icemcd to accord vtith the fcmimenii llrongly conveyed io%cm in-hU 
letter ot the i4»h ult.” 

I'o thbfe refolutions tite govrrh'ir general and c< 9 bncil addtd another, which 
thiy came to on the loih Oct-’lnr, of fuffending Mr. Whitehiil from hit 
ottice ot prelniciit and govrreor of Fort St. George, for fcveral eaufes aifigned 
in their fVeret coniiiltartniis of that dare.—They trunfmiTted accounts of all 
thefe proceedings to the court of dirifVors, in letters of the 13th and 17th 
Ottoher ; in the lattttrof which they lefer to a letter they wrote to Fort Str 
George on ihe roth of January 1778, refpefting the dirpoAtion of the troopi 
on. th.it ett.ibl thmeni; and declare »t to be the*r opinon, that, had that dilV 
poution been attended Co, or the advice contatne.l in that letter followed, the- 
e.d.imity which th^tr forces lately feffered, and which was owing to adiviAdll 
of the troops .it .1 mnmeni of emergency, would not have happened. 

Jl .ippi^ars JO yuur coinniitte, that Sir Eyre Coore anived at Madras on the 
5th November, .in»l rh<it he his feat as kvond in council on tiie 7th; 
when the general letter trom tiie Bengal pretidency, containing their order 
arid Tv^aions toi ihoafnljK nfii'ii ot Whitehill, w.is read.; and alfo a mi* 
nu'eof Mi. v'.'hiteliiirs, >:i which he difclaims and proteAs againlt theautho- 
iitvoi the ii’pu-.ii. ai.in.''! to depiive liim of his ortice ofpreiident and go- 
vei^Hor.i! roit Lt. tTenrge. aiirt holds every .**;mber erf adtninillMtlon, whR> 
nioulil lidisiiit to ir on the preient no alioii, to be anrwerahle !o the Eclf-lndia. 
cumpipy roT the f,.hverii. n ot the giivenimenf, and to him, for any toAPhf! ■ 
may fiiljin in his pcrion or Itbeiiy. 

Aiul It aop.Mrs in the cnniul.utions of the Srh November, thar Mr. White- 
hili was. held tiv he !u'p.-iaied by a uKijor.ty of tlie council; and that Mr. Smith, 
us next to tt'.e clifiii, liicceedcd to the government. 

And y.)ui com n-rree iinJ. tn.ir the pteiiiijnt am! fclefl: coinmitree inform- 
g-i the co.irr of uii. tutors, l»y Ic trr • aied the 2yth November, ol theaAifUnce 
wl^ch Sir ICyre Coote h u! brought to ihtir pfeAdency in money and troops, 
anct that a 1 uge remtotee l eiu ot kpoy? was expefted to in.irch lromBcn.ral to 
j *ln'luir troops, ris r.i.ifci as tlie wcnther would permit; but it.s arrival at 
M.uitas could not be looked tor eai her than March ; even on a luppoAiion 
tliat the dtrachnirnt llnuld not be opuoled on its mateli, either by the troops 
Ot ]\Jj^>J;(jec Soiiil.i, the rjja of Bcrar, or by thofe ot the Nylam, which it 
wa: ;rnp .lii.blc to lav ir miglit not, although neither tif thol'c powers had yet 
b.'okr* u'.th ilu comp.my. 

It :i['pear. to your committee alfo by this difpatch, that the Pettah of Af- 
cor, n.iviijg bten curled by all.uk o,» the jilt Oi.‘tober, after a liege of Ax 
wevks, the lorr f;.i 1. lulcicvl to llvdcr Ally, by capitulation, on the 3d of 
Novciiiber; and :h it ttiis !o ^ iv .;s confidrred to be of g'eat importance, as 
there were lodj c i.i it a vt*r\ l-i'g't* tpnntuvoi Aorcs of all kinds, and as it 
WMs cxtinlivc eiMuijii to urtoid prf).c..‘tion .ind acco’ 3 i»?ic!ti.ation for the whole 
annv of ihf tt.fM.v. * * • • 
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lint flydc’s c.'ivairy having over run .and Laid waAc the 
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,&f;!^.Brit|^]i «riny» waTtimi eutcC could be obuiiied 

orinpm the raja of iTanjorc. Timijetrenue&of tbe nabob,, 
much from the incurhan of the enemy, tmd the defola* 
ibiB terrrtC>ries ( but the raja of Ta«ji>rc had not yet had a grain ofhja 
’{(jliBttMry ttfticbed. And, “ ihus^*’ fay they, “ from our pall difapp^ht- 
and prefent prufpecls, we can place but little depeniiance on any other 
than that of Behgal lor carrying Oh the war; and as to th{: expen* 
the civil department, ivehave very llehder hopeof procuring furiicient 
i^P'jinfwer tbein'from any qu.>rter.” 

l^r.«)|bnd your committee find, that Sir Eyre Coote, in letters to the court of 
to one of bis Majeily’s principal fucretafrtes of date, and to the fe> 

, '^^flwiBary at war, exhibits a very linking and melancholy picture ot rhe litua- 
, ^j^lwot of afTairs on bis atrival at Madras ; where he found their prelent date to 
;il^.;ttrdeed more diftrelfcd and-funk than he even could have had any idea of, 
v 4 i^.,*he profpefl of alteration appeared hardly lefs difcouraging. He pro- 
4 hiIbB to avotd a'minute difquihtion of the perfons or caufes to which thefc 
"Ittipfortunes might be attributed; “ but he'fliould hojie that both would be 
^brought htrward to public view ; and that the natiitn might thereby have art 
^e^pqiortunity of redreliing itfell of thofe v, ho h;tJ wantonly injured its honour 
,;ilbd interetls.” Ileobfrvcs, rcg'ndiefs of the jealoui'y which mult 

■imfe been exp*<rtcd in every nati .-'* powtt, iroin our liaving driven out our 
enly European competitor from char quarter of the world, t)tc government 
‘■ef Madras had contrived, by an iucxcufablc chore of bad policy, tu tiirnulate 
9 i8t jealoufy into avowed rtlentment—’Kac nis was ftronglv iMfianced by 
' . 4 betr conduft in regard to Hydcr, who, tneenfed at their relul’al to aifitt liun 
the Marattas, as by treaty they were virtually boned to do, hadiince 
‘"Copcived other provocations from them to ruJh into open ho'tihry; and 
, ,j|bough well-informed and aware of his intentions againlt the Carnatic, they 
|iH(i chofeit not only themfdvcs to diferedit them, but to diiruude the belief 
, ttd others ; they had made nocppolition to his entry into the province, nor 
..iilkcn, the fm..lletl precautions tor their own fccurity—that moreover, this 
IttaCdivity had Hill continued ; -and what ought to havi been their firlt care, 
lay as much neglc( 5 lcd<as if no enemy had been near. That the troujis were 
4 Kr|>irited, the fepoys defercing, the country dcfolatcd, the i.'ihabitHuts trea* 
^ipWroas, all communicarious were cut olf, their proviftons were con- 
ifiimed, and their refuurces cxhauiled. The Nabob, fo far from beinj able 
to give ainilance in this exigency, had neither men, money, or influence, 
‘•no looked up to the company for the fupport ot his iniercfts and credit-— 

. that Arcot had fallen into Hyder’s hands; an event which, whild it gave 
> ‘bim almnH every thing he could wifh, pn.duccd eft'etts the m.>ft emba'railing 
•#p the company’s afialrs, and to the condnctol the war tm tluir ]>art; that 
• , f«hcr forts and ga»Tiions had furrendt-.td without reriH.iuce, and their com- 
manderj were thereby to be fufpedccl of ncacl'ciy ; hui that fo flramcful had 
Been the neglcfl of every necelihry lor then dctencc, th it ihcy w'ere furnilh- 
with an excufe for fo readily giving them up—even the necefTary ar¬ 
rangements for the ftlfctirity ol Fort St, George, the vet v foandapon of our 
, exiiletyCe^n'that cosfl, h’ad not been m-ude ; no pains h-id been taken to re- 
"|»Mir the fliattered condition of the Very Anal! at my that remained for their 
I ‘^de.eace; the’ field artillery requilite for a was fo fur from being 
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<>{>^ 8i)d convenient for their reception-iMiothing but the fortiXcationt dj|» 
ftroycd^ the French inhabitanrs left in ample powsl&onof their houfee; ajhI 
in confequeoce they had rifen nj'armt, robbed th^iefideot, and railed twro nl? 
three battalions of fepoyt, which they called HyderV* but which fpnreen* 
dently French. Large quandtiea of pixivifiona were laying up at Caron- 
golly* in the neighbourhood of ^^oodicherry, which being on the fen'noaA* 
could be intended only for the French on their arrival. To fuch dUiui«n||» 
tages* arifiog from chefe misfortunes, and this mifeondu^t on their |Mt|% 
was to be ad^d, the increafe of fuperiority to the enemy, by his gneq pih* 
licy, as well as the ftren^thVnd fuccefs of his arms i for, that Hyder h|||, 
taken every mcafure which could occur lo the moft experienced generahii 
diArefsus, and to render himfelf formidable; and ** that his condudkm 


his civil capacity had been fupported by a degree of political addrefs, Utt* 
equalled by any power that had yet appeared in HtndoAan.*' 

That the ftnallnefs of the Bridih force, and of their refources, compared 
to thofe of Hyder, augmented the diffieulties of future cooteft with him--> 
that his army, on the moA moderate computation, ** amounted to not lefa 
than 70,000 infajntry (common report makes them, zoo,000) of nhichthece 
are ao,ooo in regular battalions, 400 Europeans under the command of • 
Mr. Laity, 100 pieces of cannon of difRsreni: Calibres, which ate worked 
h} Europeans, in number 300, and black artillery difo’pliaed by os, and • 
formerly in the fervice of the Nabob Mahomed Alty, and at the Aegb pf 
Arciic were fo wellferved, as repeatedly to have diAnouuted out guns tipom 
the batteries; his approaches, on that occaAon, were as well carried 00 at 
if L'ondut'led by the tnoA Ikilfu) engineers. He has got 30,000 cavalry, taf 
vi^ic!) 2 300 arc AbiAynean horfe, which conAantly attend his perfon^s 
10,000 Carnatic horfe, well trained, half, of which, vrt are well intormo^* 
%re coinpofed o 4 thofe legimeUts which were diibanded from and deleriod 
tlft fervice of the nabob within thefe laA four years, sjnd which Were all 
difciplined by EogliAi ofRcers; the reA of his cavalry are the comnioilL 
hoffe of the country, under diAerent chiefs.**—-That to fecure a fuppl|y of 
proviAons for fo numerous an army, he had, befides other refources, 30 , 4 M 9 
bullocks, which were conAantly employed in that fervice. 

SiFEyre Cdote then Aates the force under his own immediate command s 
which, not ditceeding 7,000 men in all, of whom only 1,700 weie Euro- 
, peans, was totally unequal to the undertaking of an attack upon H)der, ia 
hi« Arong poAs} but that he was taking every Aep, and making every He- 
ceffary arrangement, as well for cncooragiog the icjpojn, repairing the 
Aiattered condition of the army, and for the fecurity of our remaining pof- 
feffions, as for facUiiating f is operatiuns againA the enemy; and had written 
to the prefidency of Bombay, to Sir Edward Hughes, and to General God¬ 
dard, .to unite in diArcAing Hyder's poA^ons on iHb Majabar coaA, and to 
be partieularly aAiduous in promoting peace witli the Marattas.^""^*^ , 
It appears alfo, that in thefe diipatches Sir Eyre Coote enclofes ewe 
tranOates of treaties, which, as he was informed, had been really entere4 
into; the one between the French and Hyderj and the other between the 
prince and the Maratus* ’ _ 

VoL, m, F Yon* 
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i&^colipi« 5 S-t% nfliit^Ef*© of .ill tKj»R«as,6iM 
w Hitler, inci u<Jiiig th6 liy tb,e 

to thein to be uoW properly the next rfep of thfir 
14 featcl tt'hat lyraptonis^of difconteor, or what indicaltons of^'en- 
:rc difcovered in Hyder Ally, at any time before his irruption into 
^rnatic, in order thay he Houfe may be enabled tojud^^e of the degree 
’“log which the company’s fervants received of his hollkile intentions, 
•your committee harrhg found it fug^elfed in fevcral of tBe late dif* 
wherein any remarks on the caj* es of the prefent invafion are made, 
had conftantly manifefted a fpirit of rtfinimcot againll the Englilh, 
t^e time when the prefidciicy of Fort St^ (Jeorge refufed to fend alTriliince 
js to co-operate with him ag^iull the Marattaa, which he demanded in 
1 of the treaty concluded 3d April 176*^, between the prefideocy and 

kr committee were led to ex I mine that treaty; a copy of which, with 
I^H^ljfervatloflS annexed, will be found in the .ip^jcndix, No. 19; and they 
Mif/d-vto d 1 re£i the attention of the Houfe to the lecond article of it. herein 
ftipulateJ, *■* Thai in cafe cither of the contracting panics fljall be ai- 
they fliall,. from their re<pc6tive coimirics, mutually affift each 
jT to drive the cnemy'oui,” a 

committee will not here make any jmlitical rematks upon this, or 
K article of the treaty inquedion, asYiich will lie more properly in- 

^^cd in a future part of thele rejmris; they mean at prefent to coiitinc 
lifelves to the faft of Hyder’s demanding afiiHauce of the piefidcncy of 
|Si. George, and of any tokens of difple..fure or refeiitmcnt, in confe-* 
aCeof the r delay, or refufaK to gratify him. 

Ind it appeals to your committee. That on the aQih of May following the 
HCluffon-or this treaty, Hydcr wrote to the governor 1 f Madraf, and alter 
wfing to unite jenagee Bonafiia yvirli them in a new treaty, which fliould 
ladd ibr that purpofe, he lignified his delign of recovering fome places 
Ich had been for two years in the hands of Maudhoroow, and defired,, 
jbat (confident with the fiicnddiip and regard fuhiilling Between them, aod 
Htj^pod appearance thereof in the eyes of the'world) he would fend to bis 
Eilanre, for f-.rm fake, an bflicer with a-battalion of fepoys.” 

Ktid your committee find, that the governor, in his anfwer, dated t6th 
id; excufed hijufelf from fending the troops for the purpofe required, as 
ph a' lit*? would anjpwnt.to a decl.iraiion ot war againil the Marrataa, for 



prefidencies. 

] ;>'Apd yoiir commutee find, by a minute of the prefident’s of the i^rh July*, 
ibe fupprdcd it to be the intension of Hyder to nliaw the prefideocy imo u 
tlu; M^iraitas. And a IctuT from Usdcr'io hi. vakecl, of the ifl of 

*5 


'Oi«kcs it appear, tjjpt he had fcfquclled the haitahon of fepoys from 
*l^uetby trial of jheir livrutions, whether* they 

afiic hibi \iyiih their troops according to agreement^ in cafe the Marat# 
‘"wgan awar. ■ ^ ' 

|)ti your committee find, by a.letter from, Hydcr to the governor of 
George, dated 7th March 1770, .that ilic Maratut had; entered 
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^hwn^rrnbvi^^f 'ftft^liad taken fcveral forts—A.n4he 
*tl:\(& words: *5 lu confideration of the union between. US/%e arony itt4 
cillet^, which -are with roe, are your oa^n; ootwitJiflaodiug, *duC. of # 
gard to the Brm agreement mentioned in the treaty between us* if tnl 
companj^be but prleaCed to feudJSut a fmall force fo Join and »€t in ^once^ 
with me to fave the good appearance, and to be calked of by the ^ltop|e ||!;4 
it will be very pro^>er,’* , . , '. 

And your committee Bnd, by a letter dated zift March, fipm 
Church and Sihbald to the preBdent and councH, who were then in Hydeil^ 
camp, (hat he had dcBred them to inform the governor and council, 4 
there was a ilrii^t friendfliip between them, which he Ihould, on .hii^' 
jiunfltially matnuin, he expiated to be aEided with a body of troops, At 
and that he was even willing to enga^ to give the company three lacks^^^ 
rupees, through the hopes of their atliiinnce.—And tbefe gentlemen remihv^f 
that they much feared his former c'oolncTs would return again, if they did 
comply. ^ , 

And your committee find, that the Madras board continually evaded cohj- 
pliance with thefe demands, under various pretences, and particulatTy* on the' 
ground of expei^in^he commiliioners, wno,«had been then appointed to 
come into India wivb a general luj>erintcndl'ng poiver.—The maxim ot ^elay 
appears to )qur committee to have been refolved on by the prelidcncy of 
St. George ; and that the inttriirtions from home conlirmcd them ir. adheiin^- 
to thofeTefolutions, though the Marattas in the mean time gained great uiC^ 
vantages «ver Hydcr, and he bcctme proportion ibJy more e.irnetl in 
prefeniations bt the necelftty which impelled him to require the aid 
by the treaty. , * .v 

And your committee find, by the felet%confultarion of the 29th of Not'etij^, 
ber 1*771, ivheieiii the prefident ihnes ilie lituat<on ut the Marattas and 
dcr Ally, that the former feemed determined to dedroy Hyder, and annex Mi.;, 
dominions to their prefent polftifiotis; and that as he was unable to oppqfii-., 
them in the field, he could have oo'hmg to depend upon, but the provilioni 
laid up in his principal forts, which mull of coeu'fe be greatly exhaulleb,^'; 
And on the fame confultation will be round the difficulties ilarted by the -plier.^ 
ftJenr, in regard to the conduct which the prefidency fliould hold betwec.i thC- 
contending parties, and particul-triy from their nut having received {.xifuite, 
inilrii&ions liroin the court of directors'. It appears, howes'er, that they at 
lull determmed not to make any declaration in favour of either fide. ’ J 

And your committee find, that on the of jannary 1772, it was* re-, 
folvcd byjthc .iipvcrnor and council, to infMWn Myder Ally, Jn stnfwfir to a. 
letter from him, f'^tting forth the advantages of joining him dguinfi the 
rattas, that the orders received from the company pfeyented tlteif fending, 
their troops out of the Carnatic to the aiiiihuKe of apy quc. 

And your committee find, by a Liter trom Hyder to the Governor of 
Fort St. George, dated theoth of July 1772, that fre had conj^uded a pcaM 
with the Marattas, of which he advtfed them, in dbpformity to ihefrkndihip, 
fubfifiing between them. * . 

And your coiqimittee find, by feveral records, that the nabob, Mahom^ 
Ally, frequently tortj^d the governor and^council to enter into alliance vet^ 
the Marattas agnnfi Hyder Ally; and it appears, that his Majefty’s minifii^' 
■plentpuiehUanes ia thofe parts, openly concurred in recomcnending nc|^ 

f a twdiojll 
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*lAit|oa)f for |hAt imrpofe $ but > our committer do not find, that In effed: the 
'l^ctSiSMtntofl^RSr. George did conclude any fuch engagements with them. 
f And your committee find, by a letter from the governor‘and coii^.fi*of 
iMtdraSt tW 8th of December I 7 * 74 « governor general and council of 

Bengal, that Hyder had^taken tht opportqnirv, while the attention of the 
Blarattas had been engaged by their diffru^ions at home, to recover the 
whole of the countrjci which they had within a tew }e.tr<> piil ureiled from 
him* And that n was evident, that by means ot the French he was plenti- 
fupplied with military ilores; and fhat adventurers ol that nation were 
ilkwed, ir not enconiaged, to en'er into hia ft 1 vice. 

> And It apptirs alfoby the ianit letter, thara Lorrefpondence Ind for feme 
tlfnc been carried on between the nabob and Hydir Ahy, but, “ that tiom 
the jealoulies which they entertained of each other, there ippc»rcd Imlr 
^ob4blht^ of m hearty union ever taking plate b tween them.’' 

And your committee hml, thatfr^q ,ent accountb were leceived of Kjdir’s 
fltttntion to the augmentation and dilciphne of nio troops, and thit for fo nc 
years the uncertainty of his dcfiqns t auied miKh confiiUa'nin, and that lufpi- 
cions were at lundry times, during tl c yeirs 1775, 1776, and 177/, enter¬ 
tained of his hodile intentions againlf the coiupiny and the C irnattc, parncu- 
larly by the nabob, who illo exprelTed hii apprehenfions ot tht confequ* nt» s 
alliance betuccii the Ficnch and Hydtr, in cafe of <t war with the 
Bl^er power. 

• jEhit It appears to your committee, that the ideas W'hich ihc Midrasprcfi- 
diticy entertained of their Hate of connection with Hydct, 01 apprehenhuns 
his inctcaling power, will tie explaimd b> a reference to their ler- 
fers, defcripttvc ot the pafluic ot aOairs wuh refpe£t lo tht country powers.— 
And It appears by a minute in the military conlulr iti >ns, on thepofiure of af- 
Airswith regard to the country powers, aift Apiil 1777, that Hy'dti, then 
mnmgedin war with the Marattas, was expelled to ajiply to the French for 
a€nfaAce, that he had received military (tores by the way ol Mahc, and it 
was fuppofed that the people enib irkid on board the m m of wnr thit carried 
thole iloics, were intended for his leivicc the minute concludes thus 
** Sho'dH, howevei, the defigns of Hyder prove unfuccef»fiilagainft the Ma- 
tftttas, it i9 not improbable to fuppofe the I rrn’..h would deem it a favour¬ 
able opportunity to aflbrd him the afhihiuct which we have icalon to be¬ 
lieve they have long premeditated agamff the Carnatic.” 

And your committee find, that the governor general and council, inNhcir 
Htter of the 17th September 1777, to the Madras councit, delire to teceive a 
return of the adual Aate of the troops under that preiuienev, and an account 
of the view s and conne£tions of thfc diflereat country petentates,* their fttengih 
and refources, together with their opinion of fuch <■ liancc is they would ic« 
commend to be foimed in cafe of emergency. 

And your committee find,^ that the governor and council of Fort St, 
Ceorge, returned an anfwer on the 16th «t January 1718, and lent the retui n 
tnquired 1 an d.»ook occafiba.tooblerve how much thev depended on the na¬ 
bob for money (0 pay their troops, and bow nccellarv it would be to have al- 
m^a in the cipafarya fufGcient fund to anfwer the exigencies of wai , but, 
ll^t under rheprefent fyffem they might be unable, wete the Carnatic, 01 the 
ippflcffiops of the company, fuddeirly invaded, to put theif troops m the field, 
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st9 to employ iltem to any good purpofe. With refp^ to tBe 
connedltons of^ thediiff rtn*^ powers, they obferre, that tht^hlarattas andji^ 
der AUy were engaged in war, and that on account of thel^te imeQiho '' 
fions of the former, Hyder appeared nenv^Hti a condition to refill lhetn« wi|^' 
feme prpfpc£l of fuccefs. 'Fhey Uai<. refpe^ive force of thefe oppnnei|i% 
and particularly the great powt^'and rc^ejuiei> of^tlyderj and they obfenn;;, 
that he kept up a conPant corrt<pi ndcnv,'j with Monfienr Bellecombe, 
Pondicherry, who enucuvourrj allm his power to engage him in the ioter^ 
of the Ficnch. They giv : :£ as their opinion, that Hy^ter Ally might his 
made -.i» uferul ally to ti'.f-. cirupany, but that they were afraid the nabq^ 
would never be bioug** adt cordially in fuch an aHianro, as hehad jdl^ 
enti.rt4ii<eil a rooted enaiiiy^towards Hyder, and had, on fcveral cccafioo^f. 
maiJifctlcd if in op .ofit'.on lo his own iptcrells. , uji*/ 

And your comroitet iind, that a fcvv days after the Madras bcvird (ent 
account lall related, the prefident recei»'cd a letter, dated gth January 
f'ont H)der, c 'ntaming an account of a great victory obuined bv hiin^ovcf 
she M‘1^atl,!^. ‘h*' bud penetrated into the BHlaghaut, with’ an 4ru1y.pt' 
50,000 met : ;,ii ; r! (t he gives this acc iunt oi his iuccefa to the governor, 
from his con...ijr;i';« n cf rheir alliance and frienillh:p. 

And yoji coinriuttr'. find, that on ihe J3th February 1778, Sir Thomas 
Kuinboid, who ai'ivcd at Madras on the 8th, fends an anfwcr ot cungrutuia-’ 
tion, and at the fame time 11.f : ms Hyder of his having futceedtd to 
charge -if govcMiov and prefident ot run St. George; to which hyticr replied 
24tli March, id after fome cvpieifi-ins of civility olifetvcs, that tot a leagfb 
of time thecoinpauy and he had been allied by ties of tnendfiiip, amP^liat 
he entertamed r*- r.ov-bt of the new governoi’s confirming and firengthepiog, 
them. - 


And your c rJimit. c find, that the governor ■rej"«ortcd to the council Held 
on the 4ih July..i77b’, i,u accounr ol a conve'f‘‘ti‘>o whicti he had bad- 
Hyder’s vake< 1 . on the fiibjtift td fon-.c overtures fiir ;m aiiiam’L, which 
*W«3 authorized by his mailer to propulV ; the principal articles ol w hfih were* 
4hat Hyder would ulilf yj ; lacing R r^onaat Kow in the Pelhuailiip; 
he fiiould f'C Inpplicd by the IVfadra- goieinmentwith military fiores, artille-* 
xy, and fire as ms, and with a br)dy of troops, which he would p.iy for, ejii.. 
tlier in fpecie 01 by gi.mt of lands; and tint a general declaration w.is at the 
fame time made by his vakeel, that his vvifiie< ever had been to cultnate* 
Iriciftfli’p with the Fiiglifli; ihaf he had been dcie: red-by caul'es w hich ic 
was not nccefl'aiy for him to point out, but that he was now rcjdy to nego¬ 
tiate and to conclude a treaty of alliance and Iriendlliip. 

It appear.^, that the governor then pointed out the advantageslof an al- 
liadce with Hyder, whole vakeel had hinted at the dFappointments ivhich 
his mailer had hitherto met w'ith, to his drlire or cultivating that iVienofidH, 
and be (the governor) .'tttubuted to that bickw arduefs on the part of the £u- 
lilh, that Hyder had been impelled to llicw more attention to the French, 
than he otherwife Would have done; and remarjiing upVyi t^p danger of his 
cementing a clofer alliance with them, obllrved, ** That it would’be a cii* 
cumilance of fatal tendency, and almoll the only event which would etb> 
danger the Carnatic, and the fafety of the Britifh pofieffions on 
poau.'* •• * .V 

. 'On 
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. the meafure of entering jnt<j a negotiarion' 

WUh and^^to pr.opofc a meeting for that purpofe with him, as the 

, 'a|ojtt‘<iJigib\p method of fettling the treaty. ^ 


■ lettm ^’cre written to H)‘dcr, and a meetingpropofed, with a vtew of more'' 
Cftfiiy accompliniing ah agreement upon pro^r terms j and that Hyder in his 
dated 31U July, received i6th Auguft, informed the governor, that 
»roth, a fincere friendfljip had fubfided fiom the beginning between 
company and him,’* and that he vvilhes to continue it’; that he iliould 
Cinder of the propofals mentioned by his vakeel; but obferved, that the 
gVjWft diftance betw'cen them w'ould prevent a meeting at prefent, which he 
mould hope hercatrer to effed^; .and promifed to w’rite, when the march of 
his army w'as fixed, upon the fubjecl of a perfon of confequenec ijcing lent to 
his dbrWr. 


It,appears to 3'oor committee, that In the mean time, letters dated ’;;th 
/June 177S, bud been received lioin Uengal, which communicated at counts 
tranfinktcJ from Bombay, of Hydei’s frienoly intercousl'e with the French; 
and that the prefidenev of Bombay propofed fending a refident to hib durbar 
to endeavour to countciatSI tlioir fihi-nica, on which the govimor general 
and council obfeived, that they fliould nuke no ibjeftion, if :lie nabob Ma- 
hotiped Ally, who had a perfonai animohiy agmiiil Hydci, fliould confent 

<|^a]5pears alfo, that the Madras council Intor.red that of B'.ngal, by let- 
i I9fh July, of the circumfiances relative to tlie propol't J alliance with 

and esprefied their ojdniou of the importance ot fecuring hts frlcnd- 
as they were on the eve of a tvar with Franr-; ..at nr 'he fame time 
dbliijbted of fuccefs In completing a dcfirable treaty, as ihe^ former goverii- 
meW had formerly refilled iris impotiunitici to Joiin cngageniL-nts ol mutual „ 
alH^nncc when he wanted fupport, wi-li u he, on our rciufal, had applied 
for «nd gained from other forcigd I'owers; .md thwelore noticing but a re- 
. gafdt!p his intefefl?, U'hirh point out the ishglilli as the moft ufciiil allies to 
could induce him to enter in o new ‘engagements with them ; and on 
account of the fituation betwteh them and Hyder, with rtTpc< 5 lto the Carna¬ 
tic arid the cornpany’s poflelfions on that coalt, they wi 11 to fi-nd a iehde%t to 
his,durbar from their prefidency, rather than that one jhould be fent from 
that of Bombay ; and add, that they are perfuaded it would be mure agree- 
- able to the nabob. 


Your committee find, that in another letter, dated 'd. Augu l 1778, to the 
(upretne council, they rentark, that it would not be pnfTble to comd'u'e en¬ 
gagements witH Hyder on any other termj than mutual aiiilbuue ; and that 
'^the treaty of 1769 appeared to them fully 10 exprefs the condition on which 
his friendfhip was now to be fccured ; “ and that if that treaty had nor been 
eviaded b^^^he •former gov6#nment, they did not believe that Hyder would 
.diefire any new engagements at this time, &c.” 

And your committee find, that the fupreme council afTured the prefidency 
j^ildadras, by letter 14‘h AugulV 1778, that they fully approved of the pro- 
.jl^aU for forming a new alliance with Hyder; but obferveS, that they muft 
, ‘ ^ • require 



r^uke a total alteration wUK refpe^^ to the imiinc^M^te ohjeds of ihal a^ 
ano^ as in reality, Ragonaut Row was not the end, bi^ only made 
means of acconipliiliing their defigns in the WeRof India; and th^y therefo^; 
defiridt that the firft article might remain to be finally adjufied by the corn* 
municHtions which iliouid be received from Mr^ Elliot in regard to the coo^, 
ditions he might have concludedAvith Moodagee Jdbonfla* 

And y< itr committee obferve, that accounts having been received at 
liras aboot this time, of our rupture with Trance, an expedition was under* ' 
taken, and fucceeded, for the reaudlion of Pondichei ry; and letters idati^^ 
30th October 1773, containing information of that fuccefs, were fent to the 
Nyfani and to Hyder, and the {latter was defjreil to acquaint the "ovefni^ 
more explicitly with his fentimcius on their intended treaty, as the MadraBt;- 
prelidency very much wid'.cd^o fltew (noiv that they had put an end to, the 
power of the Trench in India) their moderation andfincerity ot friendfliip to# 
wards thofe, who had given them proofs of their good will, and defire to live, 
in amity with them.—That particularly in reg.rd to him, they confiderodan 
alliance between him and the company as ^'or the inierefis of both, and there- 
fore the governor ivllhed-to meet him to confer with him on that fubjech. 

And your copimlttce find, that Hyder returned an auf^cr, dated aqth No¬ 
vember 177S, cxprelll.'c of his pleafurc at the reduction of Pondicherry, and 
priiinifed to write on the fubjetf of an interview with the governor w'hen be 
had litiiriied an expedition, on which he vvas then engaged. ♦ 

But It apjiLMrs, that accounts were now received which tended to make the 
fincenry o! this congratulation doubtful 1 for your committree find, ihat J|ie 
fclcd comn’iitrie ot Fort Saint George had addrelled eiujuiiies, 4th Augw^^^ 
to the chief and council of Tellicherry, about the l^a*c ot Mahc, with a View 
to fet on foot an expedition ag.iinrt it; and that Mr. Church, in his anfvier of 
.‘'cpmnbei 2d, informed them, that iVIahe was in tlie country of the king of 
C'-utinadds, who, with the other prince* of the neighbourhood, weretriba- ' 
t.iries to Hiucr, and that there was a prevailing report of his having dirctffed 
tlv:in to ailiif the French in o.ifeof .m aitack upon them by the Engiilh : and, 
it appears, that Mr. Church fent tuilber .iccounts, 2il December X778, and 
at the fume timy inlormcd the board, that 300 of Hyder’s fepoys were in the 
garnfon at Mahc, and that 1^0 Turij^eans had marehed from thence to 
Mang.alorc on 16th Sejitember, to join the army of Hyder, for whofe fcrvice 
t.hey had arrivid fro.m Mauritius in J .ily, 

And yoiif comniirr.ce find, that thd prrllJent tecommended on 27th No^ 
ictr.bcr i/Jb, levcral points for confideration, relative to their undertaking 
an expedition .igalnit Mahe: anvl it appears that tlicfe infofm.iiions occa- 
fioncd (oirr doubts m iltc leledt 0.110111 t'.ec wHiich met afterwards upon this 
fubjci!’^, whether they il.ould venrure up'-jn th's etfcrprize at a dill.ince.frodl 
the Carnatic, as liiev rn.ght expect cppcfition in tueir march fiom Hyder*s 
dependants .icting un.icrli.i oidcts; nnd they were led the more to .ipprehend 
^it, being airucd by letters fwm Bvirubay, dated 12th December. thatHvder 
was faid to h.^ve allowed the Fiench ^o boiit his colours in the flace^ iliould 
it be attacked by the Englilh. * 

But it appears to your committoe, that after many confultations, at Tome 
of which Sir Eyre Coote alfified, they became determined in their opiniohs,' 
that the advantages mjich exceeded the rilk, aiu delay was likely to bede-, 
' Urutlive 
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iefs; alii^s^^'tliercforc refolvrd", wtt 7^1 December, 10 ilircA 
pt to Ire made immediately; and Sir Monro was deiired to 

i-rc an^arranfi'emeiit of the troops necelfary, and Itttiethe lift of ftorcs ; 
that rbey Aiould not wait frSr’*dh anfwcr from Hydertoai letter, wliich it 
,-i^el fefolved that thej^ow^nor fhall w rite tqiutormhim of the dcfign. 

* And yoar committe find, that rr»on aftei «hrfe refolutions were made, the 
of cultivating a good uf-derftandi.ig w ith Hyder, whom the i»over- 
'',ii^i’;*’pmervcd not to be pleated v^itb the*capture of Pondicherry, became a 
of conlideration in the leici't cr n'iniitec i ith January 1779; and that 
fa* agreed to fend a reltdcnt to hi'? durbar to negotiate a treaty with biro, 
^ the view that at all events his real difpofiiion and deligns might be 
mwn, and precantioos t.iken on their part accordingly. r 

your committee find, that a letter was wrote to him on t6th January, 
'yp* 4|ilch he is requefted to admit a refidtnt at his durbar^ and in the conclufion 
is informed of the intended expedition agamft Mahc. 

'' And your, committee find, that a letter of inflru«ffions was given to colonel 
<, J^kbrVaiteon i8tb January; wherein it was obferved, that from the paliive 
’^[cj^oduft of Hyder Ally during the operations againli Pondicherry, the board 
‘^re inclined to think he had uo ferioits intentions of affilViiig the French, 
,efpedkt]y now that they weic .it the lull flake, and that therelore, on every 
'gTyond, it was wairantable to conclude that he would not break with the 
'Jpnglifli; and rjiat as to fecrer ii'pporton this occafion by means of histnbu- 
'■ colonel Braithwaitc wou'.d be Itrung enough to enc -.unter that; but af 

'■fame time, he was to be c.iuticus not to riflt a defeat, if he ha-.l rc.ilon 10 


rhar Hyder ^(Itould declare openly in their favour, and aliilL them with 
'*#^Cry fuperior force. 

... i Vit appears to your committee, that rhis ftep became the more necefiary, 
nabob now communicated iuu il * ence of the pnigrefs ot Hyder’s arm* 
"®^|loivards the Kifina; and that there w js great reafon io believt, ih it after re- 
jjfiicing the Cuddepah and Kannoul countries, againli which be was now 
to march, and which, unless protefted by iroojrs from the prefiderifcy 
Brf from him, inuft certainly be fubdued, he intended to proceed to an attack 
l^n Npllore and the Carnatic; and that he was determined fo to do, if the 
rtBjtglifh made any attempt upon Mihe, and that he had detached a large 
^dy of hort'e to the frontier* for that purpofe. It appears that this laft in- 
^ jbrmation was communicated by the nabob’s governor of Arcot, who at the 

•• r_... r __3 A_-.r-i.-/■_ Vr. .:__ . 1 .^. • 



^ay army had been furioundcd'and made piifontrs by the Marattas, which 
^med to give great faiisfatSlion lo the nyfam. And it appears, tliat aconful* 
(^ttbn was held hereupon ; and that the preficent took occafion toreprefent 
“^e ftatcof the treafury, and the difiiculties which they fnouUi have to fapport 
* an army adequate to the fer vices* lor which it might be required; thar me¬ 
thods jnufi bt devifed, and the fupreme council be confulted on that head, 
** for fecuringthe regular payment of the Tanjore fubfidy, and of the nabob's 
;^Mfcufh, which would enable them to make great efforts; that they had a 
^"nanding army of twenty.feven thoufand men; *andthat l^fides the charges 
for their fupport, they were burthened with the expeoce* attending 

repairs 








repairs of forti^Uons, which mull not cm;«oy>»(9COUtit be'negleAe^*? 
with other, 'Chargeable articles, - . ■ . * > ' Wi. 

That thefp, among many other coniiderations, induce* him to 
wlieLller the expedition againlt Mahe, tbeatroops being now far advanced oQ'' 
tl'.eir loute, and the fleet probably' arrived at Anjengo, llmuld be profecutetL 
On the ode hand it was ueceffary,to reflect on the Aingfer of a diviflon of thie 
ioreps ; Hydcr indeed was to be regarded as the enemy of the Marattfis, and 
not likely to rejoice in their fuccefg, as his own had arifen from their quahreft 
ami'ng thcmfelves; that he would alfo have to dread the nyfam» who wai J]^ 
f.ilt tnersdtothe pelhwa ; that thofc three powers were never likely to-aiit|'^ 
in alliance, ami therefore the EngUfli might hope to be preferred by Hyd^ 
as he could have no expciftunons of iupport from the humbled power 
French, and in cafe of an union with him, Mahe would fall of courfe at 
time. On the other hand, they had expci^ation of being foon reinforced to 
Loid Maclcod’s regiment, and that to recede from the expedition, now that.ix 
W.IS fu tar advanced, would have the appearance of apprehenfion, from the 
kite bad fucccis at Bombay ; that it was alfo to be remembered, that the 
French had the iflands of Mauiitjus and Bourbon, from which they might 
find frt'fli t'ortes to this country, and if Mahc was not now reduced, Telit- 
cherry wouUl be in tfanger of being captured. 

And your committee find, that Sir hyreCoote then gave his opinion, that 
the troops fhould not be recalled, but that they iliould remain at Anjengo, 
till better uiforniation could be had of what the French were meditating, or 
a knowledge ot Hyder’s real intention.^ might allow a dccilion wi h fafety. 

W.urcommiiuv lind, however, that it was rcfolved to prbfccute the expe* 
d tion, and to inform the fupteme council of every citcumftance which had 
c'Vf.i!r>:icd and determined their cunfultations. 


And it ap.’j'cars to your e-ommittec, that a letter was accordingly wrote to 
I' .uga!, on ti.c yth February 1779, in which it was alfo fpeciiied, that 
uoiiid admit ot no doubt that liyder Ally at prefent bore no favourable inclt- 
iia ion to the Engtifli ; that he was very llrongly in the intcreft of the French, 
and that probably the fuccefs of the Britifli arms alone, in reducing Pondi* 
chert)•, had determined him to preferve a neutrality. 

Youi commitiec hnd, however, that this determination of Hydcr was 
porti'd u) be loon alteied ; and that on receiving accounts of the dofign agaipft 
M'ihe, he formed an immediate plan to go againil the Carnatic, and wrote to 
i’is vtfiiccl at Poonah, to fettle a treaty of jieace with the Maratt.^ miiriflers; 
Tiiat trcqueiit letters, containing Inch and iimilar intelligence, particularly of 
gi cat hodie'b of Mvdei’s horfe being collefled on thq borders of the Carnatic, 
were now bvdught from the nabob, and licquent confulrationS held there¬ 
upon ; the general rcfult of which was, that it wonld be neccfliiry to make 
preparations lor deicnee. 

And your committee obferve, that on the >8tli Febru.iry Mr. Smith, one 
of the members of the felecf committee delivered hi a minute; in which h< 
gives his reafons for thinking, that.as at all times Hyder Ally oiightto have 
been c<iiilidcrcd a.-i the natural ally of the EngUfli*in thofe parts ; tixhis wsg 
a period m which his friendfliip tbould be particularly cultivated, and tha' 
they llmuld afl'ure him, in unequivocal terms, ot their uncerc defire toperfef 
a good uiiderllundiog with him.—He advifes at the fame time, that ** to fa 
Vox.'. Ill, G clHtati 





: Hyder Wfi «(« 4eteriniaed to wirti 

, to fv^^on tlic ittift^Ture we have taken, a ftrong det.jchmeiit 

>£tla W ^iTembled at Vellore, under the coiutnand of an aftivc and ex*. 
St;i|niced officer, and encamped without the "walls, where it would oitt alion 
„Kle additional expence, except the bullocks for the gur.s, whioh fho.iJd 
be procured and kept in r^adinefs, as it wojuld be very difficult (o collect 
them, at a ihort warning.** 

appears, That the nabob alfo recojjnniendcd the plan of drawing the 
i^Mve or the Carnatic together, and forming encampments in one or two 
; for that when the alarm of the enemy*s hdtle ffiould fpre^id through 
country, it would be difficulr to get train bu'.lok.ks, ctujlits, and other ne- 
tjipfaries: and he declared, that he had no tre.ifures, nor btului. t)f hotfe, by 
i he could hope to make an cffeifiual rttulancc againll the invafjon of his 

’ i^ttories, with which the vakeel of Hyder had, in the imtne of his in.dlt;r, 
expKcttly threatened him. 

Your committee find, That a declaration, aad Frhruarv, ’-vis rtif-) formally 
;„^ade by Hyder’s vakeel to the governor, “ 1 iiut lu* conihkied a:, a 

'^lettlement dependent upon his ,country, ant! ms lnttMLiom.'were, in 
‘^esife of any attack upon it, to oppole it immediately, or by detaching a 
> body of troops into the Carnatic.’* '* 

” Jt appears, That the prefident, when he had lepoftcd this mefrige to th" 
tbomrnittee, defired them to confider, whether, on thjh mtcliigeiue fo rt rrn , J, 

■ of a .threatened invafion, it might not n.akc it pruufut to lend due,, tiohs ;o 
d'£olpnel Braithwaite, not to embark from Anjengo till fuither oidcrs, i ji’i fs 
i ^Ite.fliould have received fuch advices liom Tellichcrry, as nilghi remove ctciy 
'vidca of Hydtr Ally’s defigns of fupporting the Frtn,h at Mahc : a. d the 
; '.committee agreeing in opinion with the prclulcnt on the propriety ofihat 
*?|M|cafure, n letter to that purpofe appears to have buiu wrote and diioatiiied 
^i^he 2 ad February, 

And your committee*find, That- the governor further obferved, that 
' .,'JHydcr meant to oppofe the expedition 'againft Mahc, and to give trouble in 
■d. '^e Carnatic ; and," “ though he would not believe fuch to be hi'i intei't on^, 
till he had more convincing proofs than any already received ; yet to rdt 
'^^ihc event on his judgment, and to take every precaution to guard 

■‘ •againft fo fcrlous and alarming a circumft.ance, would merit the higheft 
! . cenfure.’* 

And your committee find, upon the felefl confultations of 2 ^th February 
'3 779r a letter from Major Maclellan at Tanjore; by which the board was 
‘.acquainted, that the re[»crt of Hyder’s having thrown men into Mahc was 

• without foundation—that the general opinion .on the Malabar coaft was, that 
IteWas dead.—The major alfo Hated what the force confifted of, which was 
fiiid to be in garrifon there. 

' And it apjiears to your committee, That a letter was, in confequence of 
" this intelligerce, difpatched on that day to colonel Braithwaiie, iniorniing 
'•-^m, “^thr.U'dioMgh from repeated inteyigenceof Hydei's deligns, the com- 

• mitte^ had been induceSfto fend him the orders of 32 d infiant; yet, from 
other circumftances which had fince been communicated, and particularly 

:,fronn the forwardnefs to which the expedition was advanc^, they were 
imw inclined vigoroufly to proceed in the execution it and then re- 
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/erring hint to hit fir (I ieiftruftioni, they ir];i!^|ed,th6'l)i6cefnty of <H|| 
that they might again have the benefit of hiiroroesfbr thedefcncin * 
Carnatic, • 

It appeaTF, That on this day alfo a le^r^ which had been agreed , 

in the cojpmittee on a ad, at the morion of the governor, was fent by hiiialN^,. 
the nabob; in which he acknoj^ledges the inteljfigence communicated b|^>, 
him, as a warning to be prepared againft Hyder^s defigns ; and afTuref him* ' 
that all pre^'autions fhould be tak^n: he obferves at the fame time, that hC-t. 
was ftnry to hear of his highnefs’s inability to contribute towards forwarding^, 
the preparations; that it would be to refledt feverely on his governtnen^ 
and to judge him incapible ol the forefight which prompts every wife pri|^. 
to be on his guard againft the word that can happen, if he fliould really Aij^ 
pofe him' without rcfoiirces*; that the company never were better abl||S:' 
protrdl: him againft all bis enemies, provided that he would furnith the 
tance wltich ought t<i be expedfed from the Carnatic ; that he muft therdrbl?e: 
take the liberty ot rt minding hi'highnefs of arrears due from him, andof' 
the nct-eflity he now found hiinfelf under, to call'upon him for them ; chat 
indeed it w as not pofiible to account for his deficiency of money, as biscrie* 
ditois, new and <>^d, bad received nothing from him ; his troops were all m 
arrear, the country had been long in peace, and this fcafon particularly fruit¬ 
ful ; that they muft requeft accounts ol the provifions and ftores which his 
highpefs had laid up in his garrtfons } and that he would fee his troops regu¬ 
larly paid, and well appointed, left, cn an invafion, Hyder might be able to 
dri-v the whole, rir the greateft part of them, to his ftandard. » 

And yoifr committee fitfd, That the board-acqumnted the fuprerae cbuilr 
ci\ tht?2^:h I'elii'uary, of thefe tranfadions; and obferved, that the^ COttldL 
not fay how far they might be able to avert Hyder’s threatened invaii<^<r^ei 
that it was an alarming circumftance, from their Total inability to prewalf 
the ravages of horfe; and that their refourccs for war would be iaftahtty 
cur <ill by their incurfions;—that in the prefent fttuation of the prefidej||£y» 
the!, muft endeavour, if poffible, to avoid a quarrel with Hyder; and,/they 
triifttd, that by a proper lirmnefs with regard to the expedition to Mahe,'they 
would not haften it in any degree; that they had therefore determined hcc, 
to relinqiiifu ir on the mere threats of Hyder, though they h.td cautioned 
Cohmt-l Bruuhwaite t<» be upon his guard againft a defeat.• -They obferyd, 
that Hyder’s coiuluft called fo llrnngly for rerentment, that if they could'etl-. 
terrain a reafonable hope of fupport from the C.irnatic, or of funds.fuftidiefii^ 
to cany on an atTive war, they Ihould certainly recommend the ncccftary, 
preparations for it; but that they were not in conditloa v. itl* rcfpc^l to rfe*' 
venue, even to oppnfe any powerful attempt either of the French wr Hyder s 
that they would however exert themfclves, n ulling that the diihcultyof their 
fttuation would plead their cxcufe for any f .idures that might happen* 

It appears, 'I'hat tm the 28th of Fthinaiy, a long letter, dated 23.1, wa» 
received by tile governor from the nabob; wherein he fthtes many proots he 
had given of Hyder’s enmity to them, and of attachment to the French; 
and that in having advifed former governors^to makf^ vrar upon .Hyder, and 
an alliance with the Marattag, he had coniulted only the good of his ccttlntry, 
and of the company; he fuggefts a rule of pondud for the government in the 
prefent ctrcumftauceS) and adrifes, that if they would endeavour (whibh hft 
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:ijll<if defii!«V.ta i^i^c'Hyder froni his intatded attack on the 
^;thiey ^uld ufe argoments of perfuafion, and o&er to defiii; irom 
t on Hlahe; but if they refoived to quarrel with hi-m, they d\ouU 
lielves by alliances ag&iHft him, and turn their firfl: attention to 


tbemfelves 

■attas, whofe friendlhip it might not be yet too late to fecuriC ; and 
1 his advice on thaffubjeft had not* been taken before, he wilhed 
AOyf .to’be employed in attempting to bring about a negotiation with them.— 
ifj^ifixprefles great apprehenhon left Hyder ihould feize upon the Cuildepah 
, OC^totty, which, he fays, is an appendage of the Carnatic, and that the iofi 
. fE^li^.1fould be the lofsof all communication with theimrthward, in the fame 
iQpnilnr as it was already cut off to the weftward •, aim that the whole Cur- 
would be thereby blockaded. 

> jour committee find a letter from the nabob, dated the iJft of March 
m which he obferves, that as he had been dclired by the governor to 
the Poonah miniftry, in order to open a negotiation for a treaty bt> 

, iWtenthc prefidency and the jpefiiwa, he incloicd letters which he had prepared 
. icdbfdingly for his approbation ; And it appears, that the governor, on the 
May following, wrote to the nabob, acknowledging the receipt ot' 
this and feveral other letters from him ; wherein he had given intelligence ot 
hoftile defigns againft the Carnatic, and recommended alliances 
thefoubah and the Marattas, for the purpofe of reducing him : and it 
urs,,' thit the governor in this anfwer informed the nabob, that as Hyder 
retired from theCuddepah country, and was marching towards Sevinga- 
the threatened danger of iOvalion was at prefent over, without huv- 
« f^urfe to the alliances ptopofed ; but that & Hyder’s late proceedings 
_ lead to a war with him, it became neceffary to know what refources 

rijhould have for carrying it on $ and that no doubt his highnefs, from 
^l^eft manner in which he had preffed an union in a general attack npoti 
. even before he had invaded them, had well confidered the vaft lums 
i.; it'would require to execute fuch a plans; and would inform the gover- 

;‘-llof what provifions he had made, and what extraordinary fupplies could be 
^te^nded on from him. 

,.'y/SToiii-committee will here remark to the Houfe, That they have found 
letters from the nabob, coutainitig papers of intelligence relative to the 
'l^'ntiftu^^ augmenrution of Hydci’s forces, and his threats of employing 
/:.||l'etn againft the poffeftions of the Englifti and the Carnatic, becaufs ot the 
on Mahe. But your committee conceive, that there could be no evi- 
l^fpencc more flrong, to perfuade the prefidency of Madras, of what Hyder’s 
;^|i|^|^fition and intentions were, than his own letters on thatfubjeit, and any 
of; hoftility which he appears to have begun or incited againft them ; 
i^^l^refore your committee think h. proper chiefly to make ufe of thefe 
, teftimonies for the information of the houfe on this heail; and they point 
/but a letter from Hyder to the governor, dated the 17th of February, in 
:.b^ich he lays, ” I fee what you write concerning the French faflory of 
in my country.there are faftories belonging to the Englifti, Dutch, 
DaneSf and FrelTch, and befides, there are many merchants 
who are confidered as my fubjeds; if any one entertains defigns againft 
fitdories, I will, without doubt, take the bell and moft confiderable 
to give them affiftance.” 

And 




And youir comraittce find. That another le|tw ^ 3 S r^ciTfW^ 
the 7rh of Apiil 1779* ia which he Luirij>la1iis of iriolindcs il|(j||(^u-ted 
people at the tioiiticrs, by killcdars ol the Carnatic; that he h.a<^ Vtstpri^ 

I* ^ __* I f a t .*/“• » !• f” •• tJ" * ' “ 


complained.ot them in v.iin ; but “ that our of fiieudihip tor th^ Ki4g..i 
England^ and the'getitlcmen ut <hc council, he 4>ad a$ yet taken n,o . 

ictaliate the Iniury.’* ■* ’ , ' 

He again repeurs ivhat he had before wr^te about the expedition agaitt&g 
Mahe, and ot the alliftance whicli he Hionld give ro thofe whom he 
dertd as his fubjerts ; and adds, “ that the gofrernor anil the gentlc‘n^|;a 
the council were acquainted with this, and at any rate would aCi aa 
fltoiild think proper.” 

It appears that an anfwer^vas returned to this letter by the governyri;i|^^ 
the 19th ot April ; in which he exprtlTes his furpriwe on peruling * 

letttrs, and on. hearing the ni.ctTage delivered by his vakeel, “ 
would oppofe any attempt made up m HWahc ro the utui »rt of his jiciwreir 
that he didfuppofe, if Hyd-r thought it necciriry to iiueiltrc in our quac^ . 
rel with the French, that he would take pwt with the Kngli'.h, not againl^* , 
them that he had never heard «jf any irrcgul.Tity comoiiticd in 
country by the nal^jb’s peopl-, bur that they Ihould have been pumlliedt, 
he been made acquainted with their otFence. 

He declares, that it had been the cmllaut aim of his povemment tp 
inote a good underftanding wnth Hyder, from a full conviction ihat it wa?, jf^.i 
the mutual inteied of the company and his Circar, that the fricndftnp fu^’■ 
filling between them fhould be peipetual; b ft that if he (Hydei) peefem^^ ' 
in the conduft which he had oblerved or .late, it did not appear howit co^jf** * 
be much longer maintained; that the company and flKir allies were, 
ticntly iHiwcrlul to avenge every kind ofinjury that might be oft'ered 
that they would not be the agitrellbrs in any ti.i.iisel ; but once 
into hoibiitie 5 ,fthey would fail to exert aii tiwir liitngih to puiul^ 
•tibtiJer, , >■ 

That there was reafon to complnin of liydt-: % condti^l in reducing 
raruwruw, who had been included in iho tie.u) of i 769 as a Iricud pf jSie 
Carnatic ; and rcaK/D alfo to complain of his prcv-wcdings againtl Cuddtp^tllli 
and Kannoui. 

That it was reported he had fomc tlcfigns againft Bazalet Jung, 
m'adc it necellary that he fliould be informed of engagements of friendflii^' 
'entered into between the cumpany and Bazalet, and of their having promilV^' 
to allj^l him in the defence of his country ; and ih.it it was cheretoie hoped 
he would Jay afide any intfMiticns he had formed agsinft him. .1 i'. 

And your committee hud, 'I'hat Colonel Braithwaite fucceeded 
dilficulty in his cntcrprir.c againll IMahc, which furrendcred on the i9cl^ot; 
March, a day or two after his arrival before it; that he informed the boatd 
at the lame time of his intention to fend back part of the troops., which in! 
hopc^ would reach the preficiency in three weeks, and that he fnind it iiq*.- 
ceffary to detain the reft of th? deiachmcnr, becuufe i 4 ' the.reports of 

der’s troops coming.” » 


fvhci 


And your committee defire to refer tin' IIoulV to the Appendix.* No. 
icie are fubjpined fucli Ictltii from and to Colonel Btalthwaitc, ryldtivt;- 
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>g9 at on that part of the Malabar c6aft, as ap‘- 

infoi matiiDO) by which che defigns of Hydcr inight be 

^^^ourCortimltte will here only fjbftrve. That they find by thefe It-tters, 
ifiiti^^'Cdlonel loon difeovered the nairs and^petty prrnccs of the nci^^b.bour- 
tlifaflefted to Hy^cr, which ieducw him to propofe an advice to 
l[|^.||^dency, that ftiould ic be their plan to make snv attack ui'oti that 



they IhouJd dire<Slit pauicularly to thofe quarters where he was molt 
itui^rable; and he thought, that even if the corps he commanded nngh*’ 

" ' to remain in tbofe parrs, it would be a great chock upon Ilydei’s 
is; that he believed his exprelhons of anger on account of tho expe- 
lagainft Mahe, arofe from his fear that tbt; Eoglifti would p'oicct his 
j^lptSng dej^endanrs, and likewife becaufe he ufedto receive his fiipplies of 
a^i^nunnion and military ftorcs through that port. The French, however, 
-greatly complained of him ; and Monfieur P-lcot, the late coni- 
ttiandant, afiured the colonel that he had promifed to find 34,000 troops to 
Mahe, of whom ft,000 were to have been horfe, to fconr the country. 

" Your coramiitee find, hotvever, that the Colonel was direeled by the go- 
.trj^ment of Madras not to interfere in any difputcs between Hyder and ilic 
or any of the country powers, whom he had rcpscPjitred as earncft 
to'acknow’ledge their fubmifiion to the company, and united in a defigu to 
againlt their own prince. 

' If'^hppcars indeed, that the difpofitiohof ihefe people had fliewn itfclf by 
of open rebellion ; and that Hyder^s governor of Calicut was in guat 
t^i^B^lAinrions for that place, which was befieged by them, and that the 
^iwcrhoiMlthy's refiden't had been ordered to quit ic at a vety fbort notice, 

comirirtee find, that large bodies of Hyder’s troops came down 

t ^alftiiutd relieved it, and fixed chemfclves alfo in redoubrs ail round Mahc, 
d diftrefled it much, for wdnt of provifious, which they would not biffi-r 
lo^e carried in, though they preceedid to<bn other of direct h dhliry, 
but talked with much miger in their camp of theaflillance given ns the le- 
li^lters from'TellitKerry, The nairs themfclves, finding they were not to 

fupport from f'ol. Bcaithwaire, Toon fubini.ted to Hyder, and began 
tp irdPeft, and fkirmiih w'ith, the tnglifh troops. 

And your committee find, that <Joi. fhaithvvaite, having t<*cctved orders 
fend bis detachtnent to Surat, w'hcre it was to join Ccneial Ooddaid, he 
'.^^cuated MahiJ on tlie 29thof > 7 ovcmber, afterthc ftcies were fl/ipjred ami. 
'*^e' -fotr blown up ; and that Hyder’s i'arjarof Qilicut ii'ninedi.nely look p-d’- 
jS:&an<^f the ruins, and lodged fomc troops with twelve guns on riic \lbuiit ; 

,/i^hat the Colonel, on his arrival at Tellicherry, foiioil i- iuvefted by the 
having obfemd that every a£t of Hyder's ttiburaries and mana¬ 
gers wfcwed them Co 'be open inltigators of this attack, he urotetothepre- 
jfidencyj that he had thought it paident to re-land the troops, and to remain 
Jhi^pefor the protecliion of the place; complaining greatly at the fame time 
'of the gentlemen of the council, who, as h«: had been well informedT, had 
si^e niany.thhigs to irritate Jflyder’s gox'ernincnt, without providing in any 
ii||tap& for their own defence. And it appears that his conduct was approved 
‘W ky the Madras Board, who inftrii^lea him, however, to detach the Eu- 


o corps to join,General Goddard, while he fhould renftdn himfelf with 

the 
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tbefep'JJ's* tiill he flioutd think the da'i^er tentbVfed J atid they 
if any juff'^caufe of offence had^eii i^iven eithet* to the nai|^ or to 
it fhoj’d he inliuntly remo\ed, “ for that it was highly necelfary ia thtif • 
piclenk rituanon to avoid all necaHons ot adhing to their enemies.” 

A'.iit committe will now ddire to direct the^ttention of the Hotufe 
another f Airce, from which intelligence I'eeins to have been drawn ot Hyder’i' .c 
tlitpofuions and doligns againft the company and their poiielhons in India. 

It apt ears, that the rcle<fif committee ot f^ot: Sr. George, in a letter <9f a|d 
Apf.l i“79. intorined the fupreme council, ihar they had received inteHU . 
gence ot l lydei's having completed a conqueftofihe Cud^^epaii conattjr, - 
ur.d thi^ie wa i proceeding to make an attack upon the territories of Bai;idpfc,,i, 
J mg, vakeel had exprefleJ, in his mailer’s name, the firongeit 

jn«-lunfitOTof that event; that he had alio written threatening letters 
V'.etnindati of Veneatagerry and Caleftry, wbt) are trihntancs to the naboJb‘:j' ' 
that in confoquence of their negotiations with Ba/.dci Jung, they had refold-, 
cd to ferid, tor '.he protevlion ot his country, thrve hattalioiiS of Ijp jys, odc 
c iintnnyof .inilluiy, and lix field pieces; and they restarked, that ,Hy- 
dcr’.*> pr.'cctdings in thu i)ii.«ittr had added greatly to his poner, and given 
a niiic,!» moil' eafy acccla to the Carnatic than he bad d.,me be fere; t.iat they 
wf'r ot (i-oi.jlon, rbaf immrdiate mfMriin.s ihould be r.ikcn to compel liurt'to 
r: treat l..u k. \.-ithin his t'onner hnots, or it i!ecetr<.ry, to redi.ee him totally; 
f.ir thr'c was every lealon to coneiude, iroin the language 1. 'h'.ld,''a»d 
fr.om the n.. ure «t his proceeii'.ngs, that he would w’ v ihortU-draw into 
hoitiiiti"''. 111 wbii’ir c ite it would bo highiy expedient th it ih-jy fhouid 
pirc u> .ut d toniivf’.y.” 

A'-‘l vour tommitrte think it incumtwnt on them, in {.his jilace, ret lay 
i.ii: Uoiife.fuch papers as wiii brietly inform thtiii ol the narure and 
pj! p 1.'oi th .{"e negoti.itions, which the prelidcncy of Fort St. George ap* ■ 
P'. ar 1) ivt: entered into with Bazalct Jung | but your coinniltree co not* 
mc.-.ii .11 j icu nt to make any remarks on the political prupiieiy o( expediency 
of tl’U'Ol. 


A- li vonr committee find, that on the loth July 1778, the prefident bar* 
ing tjl ' iwJ to the council, th it great inconvenience aroU; Ironi the open^ 
iiig which the bVcnch had ol introducing'troops and military Ito es to that 
p.irt ot tin' coad, by means of the port of MootapiHee,fin the Gunioor Circar, 
to which the comp.iny had a revcrlionary right; and having obferved alfo, 
that the French already there had much influence with BazdUt Jung, (who, 
it appears, was in pofl’effion of that drear under grant lur lUe, from hi* 
brotiier Nyfam ul Dowlah, fub.»h of the Dccan, and under articlrs not to 
difpofe of if without his brother’s content) propofed to take meafures for 
getting that n irt at ieall imincni.itely into their hands; and having recalled 
to tl'.e jcmeuibrance of the council, that a lormer inetFt»ffu-.,l application had 
been made to the nyfam, he now advifed rh.u they thonid uJdre's theni« 
fclves diredlly to Bazalct, andinfoim the nyfam, by letter, of the motives 
foi their doing fo. ^ ^ 

But it appears to your committee, that in the month of November fol¬ 
lowing the prefident intbrraed the felcft committee, that l^azaiet’s vakeel 
had figniRed to him, his mailer’s flrong defire of obtaining m irks of the 
: (Company’s favour, vihich he w'as willing to purch'afe, by jiving them the 
I Guntoo 
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(^tiireitr »t rent oft ctfttatn terms j which the Igovernor then laid bfe- 
iem, a©^ af the fame time be prt^enttd other ‘ articles, which he 
himfelf fliould be'madft^’eHenCial rtf'arty agreement; the chieieffa^t 
;' Vhich Xvas, that the compaiiy Yhoiild keep a body of -troops, to be paid 

the revenues of tl\5 Cirrar, for th^ foie purpofeof defending Baxaler 
Iftitg'i dominions, and hot to be emp!ovt'a<out of them ; and that*hc (Baza- 
”,fei Jung) fhould consent to difeharge and diiarm the French then in hts fer- 
jrijce.—it appears, that the cnraiuii(,.c aj'f[-roved of the amended articles, and 
them to be communicated to the vakeel, and by him t<* bis ntaiier; 
lljs^ppears that a rrettty u'as concluded on thefc terms with Tome trifling al- 
' .-fjsi'At'ions, and that the French itnder the e'un'uand ol Moi'fuur were 

' id^ftiired, and were altenvards taken into tlie ihrYiccoi the oyCnn*/;*' 

'y'i'^od your committee Fnd; that on ^rd Apiil r^^g, an applmjlttoo was 
by Bazalft juog. for the ibp ’lated iupport ot troops 6n account ot a 
tiifeatened invafuinof his country' by 11yd.r AV '^’; ai.d that there was a de¬ 
tachment lent accord’e.jjiy to Mootapiiiee I'toni '■i.tdr. A, uiiiler the command 
of Colonel Harper, who was inftrnJtd, that ir ,/;.s io be employed in the 
4iefence and prorectioii of Htxaht June’s r*. rr-r..‘-.e.,, aed tor ihe.fupport td’ 
il^ goverimunt: and trni he was U) muirii h;' ; ■* ihoft'* and moll expedi- 
' tibvs route lo Adone or U.iehc n, as ii..Aiiirr nuge.: appoint. 

' 4, i^lfld your commlrir-. find, by ■’■v'-i.'l idler’, fioiu Cidom-l IJaiper, that he 

■torched lu-m iV!vio»,ip-r<".- if> I uit.u oil'll;*; ant! that intendin -.; to piiriue bis 
tovva-dj .ic, th,oi.,. !> t'lt <. isidc'^.ih co-uitry, which had iieen lately 
<<^r|«ered by Mvder Ally, i.-.'.iv' 'i”-n.c to 1 J_v d* i’- /,e'nind.<r» onmtei- 
islg it ;*b'ii that he hnind li’..- pa- d.iciuit-d by .t bartiir. and a laige bodv 
tif men I’elongiwg :o Hvder, ’.-.ho op.’-.iled hi- inarch, and obliged hi n toVai! 
.back to InnacontU''p'ih-' : itli Aug’Ut 1779. 

And vous coininilt-e lind, that a letier was thcrciMon wiitten, .'•bth Aiirr.Mr 
1779, to Mvder, by ii;e governor of Madi ,is ; in w iiu h he cnnipiamed oi iht- 
oppolirion njade-to the pai'i'ajje of the troops througii a pot o: me diltiicl ot 
. Jthe CiidiirpdH country ; imd obferved, that it w.is tlie invaio. i.e p'aiHcc or 
allfwwtr^, wiio lived in :i ii:;tc <»i Iriciulfhiw and petce, to !-i iben- troops 
pafs and le-'oTs through ih' lr t( riiforics ; and that he was uilliog to 1 cil'uaue 
'hiinf-If, tliat Hyd'-i'i jnanageis adtd on this occalnDn uitiioui ihcii maflcr'i 
kftow!ed’'o (»r aailioiitv. 

C* • « 

, But It «■ p.'.ir-; 10 your romnnttec, tint the NTabob, on the ^ ^th Aiiyull, 
coin’ll-a .lic'iu-d to riic ' ivernar a letter wliich he had received troiu Baza'ct 
-pirs';’’, (iui'lw. M.'.'!, inhwlerttr, cxprelTed hirnfclf in terms ol great 
riif, icitlure, tliat thi-t f iintoor lliould be given up to tim V.nglilh ; who, he' 
fa ti, ought not !o 1 c allo.ved a tooting in th.it pait of 'he eo'tntn , and wiiheil 
that his killetUr.. .r <,.hr he permitted to rent ir, and that tin-n notMuly would dare 
?o,aitack tb .. C'tc if. He cnncUiJes his lelier in ihe tolhn. 'ig wosiis : it 

is not in P'- , o ver to cfiiifcnt Jo hia cvcellcncv^s giving up r o, linntoor Clr- 
Caf to mv ol(' and bittei-eocmitfs, tor it joins to mv ctiuiu' v . h the Knglifh 
s^i-cjv.) ’ll p'lfltfli'ipn, hlg excericucy an 4 1 cannot agric. Vo.i, fir, willcx- 
tb'ciin a proper mnincr to hia cicellcncy, and p, >. ii,- leave locomc 
to me i:» enlcr to li.llle-ihi'* atlair. 

“ What are the b.ngiini, wl’ni'ename give;, fo nuji h .i'.umi fo'he people 
of Ibis couijiiy r flow di«l I encountci iliem when Uua;. it ahi wiih {hein> 

flow 



» Hd#.'‘^%|titii llie}r not defeated by my ylf^icitr^i 






knoam to every body. Why ihbuld they be/p Qktltcb afraidF^bat theif^^ 
te6tion tthould be folicited ? 


«fc 


,. . .,v ' ' 

If hit excellency and I are joined, we fl>aH Hand in fear of no one/* . 
And it Appears that Bazalet t^fcovered great afprehenfiona on acod^tli!^ 
of this letter, and great impatience to have Colonel Harper and his det^^^ 
ment with him. • ^ ^ ’v‘' 

And your committee find, that Lionel Harper received a reittfarce: 
of troops from Madras, but that he was long prevented from renewinf^ 
march from Innaconda by the w'ant of provilions and money ; and thtt^ 
was urged to proceed as quickly as pofilble, both by Bazalet Jung an 4 f 
the Madras council, who, being dilpleafed with this delay, had, 
his offer to lefign tho command, appointed Colonel BailUe to fuci 
to it. But it appears that Colonel Harper having at laff (et out on his m: , 
he was ilopt by orders from Bazalet Jung; who caufed him to be informl^^-, 
that Hyder Ally had threatened to deftroy his country, himfelf, and family||'': 
it he did not fpcedily difeontinue all correfpondence with the Englifh; wtM\ 
that the nyfam, hjs brother, had wrote to Hyder, and defired that tl^; 
might jointly prevent the Englifh from entering Ws territories; that Hy^ 
had fent fomc troops, and taken pofleflion of all the open country, and 
fined him in his capital; and that the nyfam, apprifed of Bazalet Jttl^V-^, 
iituation, had wrote to him, that if he would renounce all concerns wtjl^f 
the Eugiilh, and regain pofleflion of the Guntoor Circar, he would relief'' 
him to ihofc countries which Hyder had feized on; and that if the EngllSt*!'' 
did not immediately compl)'^, ::nd march out of the country, that he (^IC 
nyfam) would beffow the faid Circar upon Hyder, and that they wouli'^' 
jointly extirpate the Eogliih from the whole Carnatic; and that, in fuch dr-' 
cumflances, he (Bazalet) had been obliged tofubmit, . 

And it appears, that Bazalet Jung complained, that he.had given tutt- 
kars in the CTiintoor Circar for the payment of tfaofe troops, which he Bill 
retained; but on producing the tunkars to Lieutenant Douglas, who com^ 
m-)ndcd for the company m the Guntoor, he would not permit any colld;-' 
lion to be made; which give great uneafinefs to him, es his troops w'ould!'^ 
not march againil the enemy without receiving their pay. 

Ic appears to your committee, that the governor had wrote to Bazalet , 
Jung on (he nth November, to aflure him, that the troops ihould march ' 
as foon as polTible to his relief, and to acquaint him, that the Guntoor wat 
put under the management of the' nabob, who had been requefted to give 
orders that the balances Ihould be accounted for to him in the moft expedi¬ 
tious manner puflible. 

Andj^your commute find, that tbe feleft committee having taken thefis 
accounts into confideration, refolvcd, aotb November, to order the detach¬ 
ment to return to Innaconda, and to inform Bazalet Jung of their concern 
for the necefiity he found himfelf under, of concluding terms with the 
nyfam, as the troops were adually'on their march<bCo fuppcTIt him. Bdt 
thar, notwithftatiding thefe circumflanccs, they confidered the treaty betwe<^' :!* 
the company and him to be lliil in force ; and that ne might command the ' 
afiaflance of their troops at any future tiine that he fhouid require it; and 
u. VoL. 111 . * H ' that 



the GitnKl«Circar Ihould be tVnhfuHy apMiea io niaiii. 
force for that purpofc, a|^eeab»y to the treaty. 

d your committee find;^i 4 &at the nabob, ou the rrh of D<*i»-n>ber 
to the governor a letter from Bazalet Jung; rein li,.z :lcr re* 
the necclEiy he was under ot requiring the rertoration of the Gun- 
r^tw Gtrcar, tor tear of the refentmentof the nvfam and Hvder Allv. 

con-imittee, that infirnftians wciV agre,d ...-on bv 
felefk committee, and fent to Colonel Baili.e, joch December ,5-0': 
*aiat It would be neceflkry for him to be upon his guaid, in calc of any 

'g^mpts being made agamll the GuntoorCi.car—ihat be lliould only prn- 

their prefent pofltfljons, and not ad oficnfively apaieft .'my p-wer w iih- 
.^pofime wders, bm that he was impoweft-d, in c.fe of anv movement 
the Gunioor Circar, either from the nyfam or Hvder'AHv. t,, call 
fepoys under Lteutenant Douglas, and fur as many fcpuvs'as could 
^iwfpared from the Mazulipatam dill fid.” ' ^ 

And your committee find, that a letter, dated 31R December, was vvuue 

t^xpreflive of concern at bis mistmtuneb 
the accidental caiifcs of them, by the dal.y of the n;a.ch fmm !rn,.I 


i . .t (Uazaier Jun.:’b) voiunt.., v oliri, 

therefore every thing had been proptrlv c.auicded ; rh .t tl,e .r.^.pj 
^ been delayed at his defire, that they fbould remain on tr^ bercK r of tL 
.y-ffuntoor, or fliould go into quarters, if be had no further ufc m 

* bric.'lv.'fome 

;,^f!ftrong tokens of Hyder^s difcotttem, and purpofe of relentment, which <c -m 
to have difcovcreti rhemfelves immediately from thi two cauf... of me cxrci 
aition to Mahe, anu the affair of the Guntour (Juar, they will piocccd to 
-gamine, and produce for the information of the Houfe. iuch ^ 

a more certain account ot ni. il;f, oiituvns 
|md defigns. ‘ 

^ ::^ABd your c^ittee find, That on the a3d Odober, the pref.dcrr inform, 
the ided board, that he bad purfued a method which he had t>-ou.rb. it 
A? iocomhent upon hun to conceal, even from their knon Jedwe, in the vie v of 
;,>gundtng the real tntenttons of Hyd.r; whofe letters and m.fiages, finre 
undertaken the expedition againfi Mahe, and formed an alliance 
With Bazalct Jung, had been couched m. terms fo hnfiile and unfriendlv 
that he wuld hard, > h dieve they were genuine preduaions of Hydcr. He 

‘ *he nabob, from his wdl known enmity ro 

ip^yder, BiKi be doubted whether the vakeel might not have been tempted to 

mailer, efpecially as there appeared 
■ 't' prefidency, and bring on a war fo 

. ^trary to his true mtererts. He had therefore thought it expedient to fend 

himfelf, dchringan explicit 
too much reafon 


-itpompanyand theCa^ic; and it became n^dat^T^ti; 
/guard, as much as poffiblc, againft the confcquenccs., 


^ Itif{»^«^i th»t w.t 4 ,fir^ letter, -;i|yt!^''re^t&ioc^w for a fttliadli 

to that ofjh^ P*^*^*^*®”* J '****^ obferres further, that Mk Sv^na 
q^ininr him wiih levcrhl matters he had charged him with. « 

Yuiy committee muft hete remark, thatj^ey have nf>t difcovered 
try of further information from Mr. Swartz Relative tc. the feveral maitertlie/fV 
was chared with. • _ 

It aji}7eara that the prefident’s letter was dated 11 tn June 1779, and that |t ,, 
contained an account of the moti\'c which induced him to fend Mr. Swa,rtZiy V- 
as he fe.ircd that defii;i.in5; people hiight have been at pains to diiiurb the j 
fiicndrtdp which both had at heart from taking place; and he therefore 
quaitired him, that, if he was defirous to enter into the bonds of friendfli^' « 
with the company, be might put an entire reliance on the perfon who 
fent, and who would coinmtMiicate every particular to him—^that notl^i^ '. 
would tend more ro the cement of their iriendfliip, than an interviewj^^^ , 
which he might aflure Hyder perfonally of the lincerity of his intentipl^ij^’, 
and ufe ihe moft proper expedients to render their friendHiip lading. “i t 
It apj>eRts that Hider, in his anfwer, begins with a remark, “ That b^’ 
ffue, when a fricndihlp, confirmed by a folid treaty, fubfified between tins ‘ ' 
compan', and him, he imagined that it would increafe daily, and not hate ■ 
been biokc ihrougli p which he confidered it to be by the expedition to BdhU 
he, and the fending troops to Baaalet Jung, and that he conceived there w*i . 
a detfi rnriiatiun to break with him at all events. 

“ That out of confider.ition for the friendlhip of the King of England 

■.«« a ■ eat 



retting 

of tliL company, ftill are latent on breaking with me, what advantage can at* 
tend writing to you f You are acqu'^inted with every thing; it is right to aift 
in fill things tvith prudence and foiefight.” 

P appc.l-s that the committee, on hearing thefe letters read, agreed inopf*, 
nion coiueniing the defigns of Hyder, and refoWed immediately to acquaint 
the governor general and council of their fentiments; and to write to General 
Goddard, l oping that a knowledge of their fuuacion might induce him to 
make peace with the Marauas. 

It appears that a letter, dated yoth Odiober 1779, purpofe, sya 9 

immediately difpatched to General Goddard, informing him alfo of the force 
at Mahe, which was ordered to obey his requifition to join him—and (hac 
no greater fuccour could at prefeni be fpared from their own eilablifhmetit. 

It appe.irs alfo, that a letter was difpatched on the fame day, 30th Ofta- 
ber, to Bengal, wherein your conimirtec find the following obfervations'fuc* 
ccedingan account of Hyder*s preparations, and of a probable rupture with, 
himA war with Hyder, let the event be ever foiuccefsful on our partg 
would diitrefs the Carnatic beyond meafure, and prove a moft expenfiveWr- 
then on the company ; we finccrely hope, therefore, that General Goddard 
may conclude a treaty with the Marartas, and thereby free the conipanj|r 
from the neceffity of engaging w'ith the two moft TOwerful^ates of In ^ it 
the fame time; which will probably be the cafe if he fails in his . 

tion : Should wc beat peace with the Marattas, Hyder.will be afraid todii^ 
turb us, tor, exclufive of our ftreogth, which he could then have no hope 

* refi^g*- 



4 eteiixiUied cnaitty whi<^ tfi^ Mtmtnii ben him woof^ uuittee 
'IraliMlvS^^ frieedihip than to provoke us into hoAiUtie*; and 

’ pfecifely the Ante wherein only we can expert to preferve' that tran- 
^^Itty in the Carni*tic» which {b neceflary to the affurs of the company at 
i^rimes, but erpecially^'mc this jun^ure.” 

And your committee fiK.d, that Mr. Smitli^ at the feled committee of i ith 
.November 1779, delivered in a minute on the general fituation of affairs, 
t|ifaig from the probability of an approaebtog rupture with Hyder, whom 
li#.«onridered as by far the moft powerful and dangerous of any of the coun- 
princes, and reprefented in a Arong light all his advantages of power, 
i iniWOy and ability} and forefaw that the reducing him mu A be attempted 
IbdiMUorlaten He thought a war could not be avoided, becaufe Hyder had 
, sf^feAed his intentions to provoke it, and thatt it being therefore neceffary 
tt^nAder a plan for their future conduA, he ventured to fuggeA the neoef- 
laying their account that an army fhoutd be in the field m Januaiy, 
Mid every hour employed in making neccAary preparations; he would adviic 
the committee to urengthen the detachment under Colonel Harper, that it 
might be able to Aop Hyder’s progrefs in thofe p.irts, and lecommended the 
ColTeHing a Arong body of troops immediately to be cantoned at Conjeveram 
or /Vellore, 


It appears that the committee were of opinion, that they had taken the 
Willy Aep in their power, by writing to the fupreme council, and collecting 
th^r troops together as much as poAlhle; and that their future condudl mult 
de^nd upon what the gentlemen ot Bengal might determine—that they can 
pttldueno adtivc meafuffcs whatever, being entirely without the refouices ne- 
cefiary for putting a confiderable body of men into the field. 

, Your committee think it proper to obferve in this place, that it appears, by 
alerter from Sir EyreCoote, dated 2d April 1779, from Bengal to the ftleft 
committee of Fort St. George, that he had Aatcd to the governor general and 
^council the necefiity there was of fending them a fiipply in fome degree ade¬ 
quate to the great expeoce they were at, and the difliculties they would cer¬ 
tainly be reduced to for want of a treafury, thould Hyder put hu threats in 
execution by entering theCainatic; and that the governor genet al and coun¬ 
cil had agreed to fend them fifteen lacks of rupees. 

And your tommittee find, that in coiifequence of accounts from General 
Goddard and from Bombay, that holiilitics were likely to take place with the 
, Marattas, the fcleif committee of Fort St. George addrefs another letter, 
November loth, to Bengal, repeating their expe£lation of an attack from 
Hyder, whole great preparations they continually hear of, and whofe force 
atprefentis faid to conhA of 30,000 fepoys and 20,000 horfe; and that 
Should he enter the Carnatic, it would be out of then power to prevent the 
MTi^es of his horfe, which would greatly injure their revenues—That they 
- wilh to know in time what afiiAance they may depend u}>on, in order ro tako 
xnehfures accordingly-^Thcy propofe, as the beA plan in cafe of being com- 
{Htlled to aft againll Hvder, to catry the war into his country, by fending a 
COttfid^able forcb'to Mangalore by fea, ftom which they might very eafily 
Hitkdh To Seringapatam, and be more readily fupplied with proviiions, while 
*n befieging it, than they could while defending the capital of the 
Clnuitic<-»Tfaey obfervCi that the detacbmeitf fent to prote^ Bastalet Jung, 

and 
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and tliat c»rdored to |eiii General Gbdderd, made ltd inooijAleEible pait • 

, tbeif troops; and that their remaining forcey except by the klD||fs tegimeor . 
expefted tiom Europe^ would be by no means adequate to the Canons leme<i 
require^ from them» and they therefore ftiU>hopea to heai of accommodataon 
with the MarattaSf as they lould nut fuppofe the dehgned propofals whtek 
they had ften would be finally rej^tted b> the PooiHih miniAry, uniefs iomt 
new rcqmfitions were added to them. 

It appears, however, to ^our committee. That the nabob communicated 
at this time to the governor, intelligence of a treaty between Hyder and 
the Marnttas, and acceded to by the pyfam, for uniting th^ forces, and 
commetcinga general attack upon the company's pofTeffions. 

And }our committee find. That the governor, in h<s .^nfuer to the nabokr 
afliires him, that luthe fitd plhce fuchan alhance is highly nnpiobabie, and 
could hardly be cffc^ed, but that at any event he hopes, mth the fuppoft 
which his bighuefs is capable ot affording, thit the* company would be able 
to protci'l him agaiufl all the powers of Hiudoftau. 

But it appe^iis to }our committee. That frefh accounts arrived fiom Poo* 
nah, which gave ioice ro the rumours before communicated by the nabob; 
and many particulirs were now related of the teims on which Hyder had 
made peaee with the Maralfis, md of the plan for carrying on war againll 
the Engliih in every part of India, and your comm ttee hod. That the pre* 
lident paid attention to it in his minute of the joth ut December, wherem 
be eonliders means to Iccure the neutrality of tl e foubah. And iiappean, 
that the (cleft rominittce lucloled thti intcihgeuce in a letter to Bengal, d»» 
ted the 31ft ot Detember, in which they thus expitfled themfelves, Ito* 
beyono doubr, thar a tieaty ol peace and alliance has taken place betweea 
Hyder md tiie Mar. ttas/* 

And joui committee find, That on accounts brought fiom TclHcbcrry, 
dated the 9th of Decembci, that the troops had not been able to proceed 
from ihe'ue to jom General Ooddird, the prehdent piopoied to fend a rein- 
ioicetnctit to him from the pri^hdcnc), notwithiiandmg the critical (Ituatioa 
oi their own affairs, becaufe he thougtit it necefftry ror the purpofc of ob« 
tdtning pcac. with theMaiattas, that the c nipin\’s force there fliould be 
made as rclp ifibie aa pr Hiblc , and as they themfelves dail} expeded Lord 
Macleod's legiment at Madras, “ thev vvoulu be enabled to form a fufficiettC 
aiaiy to com the principal garnfons m the Carnatic, and that as to the 
open countrv, thej co'ild not pictend, with infantry only, to protcdl it againd 
the numi roud hoile of Hyder Ally, fhould he make an iriuptioti into it.'*— * 
The prcfideni's propoI'll was approved of; and Captain Panton, of the hex 
Horfe, was defirtd to convey the troops by fea to burar. 

And your eommittw^e hod (uch to linve been the iituation of affairs under 
the prtbdciicy of jbort St. George, at the end of the yeir 1779, in refpefl 
to their e\pc£fations of hoflihties with Hyder Ally. 

And your eommittce find. That the goVerroi lent a letter on the 21ft of 
January 1780, to the court ot diredors, m whuh he ob tries, that every 
thing was quiet in the Cam itic; thkt nothing mateual h id^appened fince 
: the laft difpatch, though they had been kept in continual alarm, from \a« " 
I rious reports of the hoflile intentions of Hyder ard the ny ftin ; the former, 

I in confequence of a treaty which it was confidently afliiiiied (and fcarcely 

admitted 



of t ivai'entered "in46 ^ith' the M^iVafta flare; and’rhc' 

m theiifrreiidlhip which had long fnbhllcd between' him avd the in- 
iwa, and minii'iers at Poonah—•That Hyder had hitherto coritcnted 
f’ith extending h s con^ieiia to the northward, and had not ^er in- 
any part uJ* the i^’xib’s jvjllcfltons^,; and that every thing had bt-eti 
= -idewe, on the part of their governnitnr, to keep him t]uiet at Id or.tica! a 
' l^tii^ure; and that, ftom tite advance of the fetifon, witlumt at»y m neme-'t 
been made by him towards the Carnatic, he was in- iint'd t'» think 
mould remain in pea e, efpecially as the very feafonabic -arrival t«f the 
with the troops would have a powerful cftedl in pretcnting anv dtli'^u 
■ invahon, if uich had been ferioufly intended. * 

.^'-it'he governor «h'o mentions the reinforcement which they bad fent join 
;',|!l|feejicrai Godd ird, not with (landing their apprcheniions of the nyiam and 

f yder; hnd that it had bit the coaft on the iith in(tatii—that.jhr trooruv 
am Mahe had alfo orde's to join him { and that the 8ih battalion of fep ys 
,;Hvoiild embark Irom Ponlicherry in a few days for the f.nne purpofe. 

'i,;,*- .,^He obferves alfo, Th.it he bad fei.t his contidciatiops U[)on the prefent po- 
w^^c-al date of the company in India, of which your con m'.ttee do not think 
;<^^proper in this place to ta<f any farther notice than !>y iolcning the intro- 
•tf-',;!p^^or3' ^ follows: 

The meafnres Lately purfuod at Bengal and Bomb.-ty, lu firpport of 
' f^Ragonaut Uow, b.ivitig draw n on the comp-any the refentment ot the Mdratta 
: f^te, given eff nee f Nizvti Ally Cawn, who is n tVit'ndni.p with thac 
f^te, and a d-c’oed en-my to kagonaut Row, and opened the way to a 
rapture with Mj'der A1 y, by promoting peace between him and the Ma- 
! itttras, and U'ftnsi h'-ii at liberrv to execute the ihretits whith he hast!-- 
'.'nouncfd againll the Ca-natic, iris become a niattei of ferious itnp-rrtance 
with the company, to con dci how they m.iy bell avert the evils tliar lur- 
^ found them, and what I'nc of conduct it iimy I'C proper to adopt tor ell.ihi fil¬ 
ing their adairs ir: fiitiirc upon a folid and jh-rmHii. nt footing,’' 
y^nd your committee fuid, by another letter from Sir Tiiomas P."O'b 
‘dated the yth of Fthniary lydo, that *■ he could fpcak. v,nh corfijence, 
that there was no likeliluuKi, m that liir.e, of any 'Dohlt" on tl.ar lide - f 
India ; as Hytier Ally had l.itely rclcaltd fome genilcmen who had bt-en dc- 
;■ taineJ by h'.s officer on th; Malabat Coall ; and as he ’'ad rt-maiin.d till thi'.t 
yifime at btr^gapatnam, .uid withdrawn fome trotjps he had lo the m-rih- 
~*ward." 


' And your committee find, in a fe’efl Utter from Fort Sn’r' G:*orge, d lo-d 
' the 3d of April 1780, fever.al obfervations on the growth (»f j.oACr and i:n- 
.|>oirancc of HytUr Ally, and of his cont^Os with the Mar,jtta‘,, who fe- - 
;* ttrg no prt>i|'t-r.'t <.r relief from their w-ats with the Kngliih, were forced to 
'tonclode a rr>a*^y v'ith Hyder, which they inade oftenfivc, that they might 
[ Jiat'e the benefit of his alfi/lance againll them.** 

f„ , • And your committee alfo find in this letter, an account of the tranfacflons 
'relative to ibe'Gimtoor Circar, and of rhe necefilry which Btxalet Jung had 
w^TepfcfcnTcd himlelf to*l>e under, of requiring the march of the troops to be 
:'>|Ropped, and that the Circar fliould be delivered back to him by orders from 
prefidcncy of Fort Saint George—th.tt they had "complied with the finl 
#cqueil j but that as they had dene every thing in their power to fulfil the 

agree- 
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t/wmfIlf, they deemed it by no means incumbent on t _ ^ ^ 

he v. ircdr, and more efpccia’ly, as tlic;jf bad lo much rcafon to believe 
■!;!ne)*-A'o'jld, in that cafe, have been givea to Hyder—that they had thei^. J 
ore promiied to account for thu r^nt, and after deduaing the txpeoces.fbt . 
!uir tni(-', 5 S employed -n hU feevlce, to remit the furplus, and bad given; > 
tim allutance, that he mi^ht call fer that boi'y of iroojis whenever 
itit^n ot Lis aiTilry (lio'.ild require it? ,.t 

't hey ubreive, 'I'hat they indeed confidered it as a fortunate circumifitaa^ r ,' 
or thi:\on-p.ny, that their troop* were not req.iired to prc. ccd to Adoni, ji^ , „ 

Tom the- parr tnkcn bv llyder Ady, there was reafon to tear they might.bayijr, 
vr bw^iLd thcmfelves with higi; and that indeed, having been aware of 1^-,, 
it the time of the firft pr^^pofals for a tteaiy with Baz-det, they fnould 
'.ave agletd to inem but from the eatptdicncy of procuri g the difmitfioi|i^?'7^ 
il'.e French troops—and that they fliould now vvi;;! lo take any opportunity j^F..- 
[liiniiling tlic drfenlive articles in the treaty ('ontinuing full to htdd the - ^ 
L'ltcar lU lent) and thereby of freeing theml'elvet from the ot.ly-embarfalC* 

.•ii , 

Gray to go to Hyde;i: 


ji'ent \ihii‘(i couiJ attend ihat connection, 

'I ht'V :5U.i.tion th^ app'iinfineijt <d Mr. C _ 

Ahy, to folhc'-t the re'.e.ifv- of lome EngliHi and that he had jfet: ' 

m.t'on the 14th of j-muary, but be oie he icachcJ Syringapatam, Hyder - 
hii.l reh-afed tl\em--that Mr. Gra>, hcv.cvcr, piOLeeded, and delivered,tlwi 
h-.u-- ro H\i.ltr, and at the hsme aihneJ him ot thfir difpolU'on to cultivate; 
tiiMvi'.hip and good underilanding with him--rhal Hvder m..de but nn^^;* ' 
di!! :n nr ie;urr/’iu thefc overtures, feenicd neither dcrtnui.s ol their frlewd-. 
n ip. r,t i d;dheticat Mr. Ur,iy with Liviiify---that Mr. Ijr y ^eJum-J with 
a hitiLi' trciiri Flyder, which woulu be iounu 111 .hccountiy eotrtfpundciiae of 


tl/.ir v« ar. 


J lu\ conclude this uibje<!^ with ohh;rving, that fio.n that letter, and from* 
from Mr. Gray, the court would be able to jiulge clearly of Hyder’s real 
di'p.di'inn to.v.irds them ; ;ird they vemaik, that his mlolcnt conduct cottld 
(,1 !!v he encoui>.p/jd by their prefent troubles with the M.^ratra.s. 

c.iii'.miltce inuft here rcmaik 10 the Hou.c, Fhat the books of con« ■ 
fu'.tatimB, and of the country corrclpotoiirnce of the p-efidcncy of Fort 
S,lint George, fiom the 3ill 01 December 1779. to ihe ad of April 17804 
ucic lolt on boaid the fxcneial Barkci, which was cad away on the coail.Qf 
H'dliind, and that no duplicates had been brought in the other flnpa which 
faded tioni Madras at the fame time, fo that your committee have not hern 
abif to yain any further account than they have already given of the iranf- 
fiCtions relative to Hyder Ally during that period. 

But your committee lind that Sir Edw'ard Hughes, in a letter dated Ma- 
dr-as Koad the 5th of April 1780, to Lord Vifeount Weymouth, obferves, 

“ that il any judgment can be formed of Hyder Ally’s intentions from the 
language he holds, they muft beexticmely bollile to the Britiili interefts 
and in Vupport of his obfervation, be enclofcs a copy of theJetter mentioneit.. 
above Irorn Hyder Ally to Governor Rumbold; aud*by this means youecoinit^' 
mirtce have an opportunity of laying it before the Houfe, which we tbiolEiH.« 
propel te do at length, becaufe it contains his explicit complaints agalnll the* 
company’s fervanis^n feveral groundsj and as far back as the treaty of 
1769. 
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jTjA'ri^ir Lifterfrm IlyJer j4lfy /« Governor Rumholdy dated i tth Ruhhy at Amel, 
^ 1*194 ot iqth March 1780 * 

had the pleifure of ^ceiving your letter bv meaiTs of Mr. George Gray, 
end I underftand the rontentb thereof, as alfb the teprefentations of'the above 
gottltman. 

** When Chunda Cawn and the Fienco formeily invtfted the fort of Tn« 
eilktinopoly, the promiles and engagements you then made have not been per> 
Ibrtnedon your j irt, afterwaida the governor and council concluded a ticaty 
ilf friendfhip between me and the company ; the lubilance of which Has as 
llliUowst they would confider thofe w ho are my fiicnds or enemies, to be 
l)titods or enemies to them, and that we fhould mutually affiff earh othr r 
when circomftances reqiirid. I alluied mylelt that the company would not 
IWtrve from their engagements. The treaty above alluded to you will have 
So your poliefiion, and which you'll plcafe to peiulc. At the time ot the 
WBt between me and the Marattas, although 1 did not Hand in nted ot }our 
nuance, yet, m otdei to know whether >ou tc,udea vour engtgements, I 
iM^eatedly requeued you to fend tnc a fmail body of trqops, pui 1 lant to your 
fNnDmiies, but you then omitted to leudticn. Somt tunc ago )ou wrote 
JSMs you would adift h /diet Jung with troops, and vov did i K4.otdinj^ly, 
Mad8 iktrmifli happened between my •.) >opi> and hoU of yoats, bcfides this, 

" and my bou idaries bouictUK ' n (ne .uk tbet, t om Din idct to Cudda- 

freqt ent difluibinces enJe l»o«n the people on your hih. Thecon- 
snsuidant of rjlicheiry m p triculu has alloru d pTou«.tion to the niirs be* 
Ipogtng to my countiy, and hai gi<^en idugc tu their nmtlies wunm his 
bounds, has fuppiicd them with urns and ammun tioi. and imitc i them to 

* taife dtllurhanccs in my tetiiior cs, mJ they h ivc plundcied a country worth 

* 20 lacks ol lupecs, and are (liU continuing to lav ige it. 

When fuch impropel con u t is puilucd, wbat engagements will re¬ 
main inviolate 1 leave it to the judgment of you and youi (ounfcl todc- 
mrmifis, on whofe put the cn .agemeuts and promifci have ba n 111 ringed." 

“ Fdwaid Hughes." 

And vour committee find, upon the feledl confutations of io-t St. George, 
l»f the a4th April 1780, a letter from Bombay , wherein was inviofed one from 
Hydcr Ally to the gov ernor of that picfidcnty, received by him Fehuar^ t le 
xft 1780; in which flyder acknowledged the leceipt of a letter from the go* 
vemor, and icquain him, that, agieeableto hi> requed, he had -eleafcd the 
Anglifh gentlemep and their families, but that be bad many caufes or quat- 
rel (which he enuriKrates) with the governor of Madras, and that he had 
given otders to his ofheers to take care of thcmlelvt $, and to (igtit with the 
£pglifh }>eo[ le upon their entering his country , that no difpure had come 
between the governor of Bombay and him j but that** upon the people who 
Voccahoned unjuft quar els, he refented them." 

Ji A lettci ot tke 9th May, from Major.Cotgravi (who fucce did Colonel 
•dSraiihwaitc in the command at Telhcberry) infoiuied the ftkil cumniitree, 
{ji^tlyat the nails continued to tnvefl that place, and that he was convinced they 
^ were not only encouraged, but afTifiled by Hy dci. 

And your committee find, that Loid Macleod, in fevfral letters, anl par- 
dcalarly m one of lit June, made complaint to the iele^ committee, of want 

of 
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of provifions for hsi troops; of ill treatment from vbe jubob** fe[ 
chiefly of the quarters, in which his men were fo much C);|wdedy tb^ 
danger to their litres was to be apprehended from it ; and it appear!,' 

Maf)r Maule was hereupon ordered to give an account to the lele^ coaglv.ii 
mittee, why he had not begun the barracks. , 

And'your committee find, tliat on lath June* 780, the fele£l commithail^. 
rcfulved to order the detachment under Colonel BaiiJie to remove into 
Guntoar Circar,becaiife, thefe being various reports of Hyder dm< 
movements and defignf:, it ivould be proper to h ive thofc troops on tbU 
the Killnn, in jcafe of any diifurbance in the Carnatic ** 

And that, on the 19th June, a letter from Colonel Lang, dated at 
iiih June, was read by thqfeleCi committee; in which he gave mtell ^y^ *:> 
of Hyder Ally’s march from Syringapatam, and of the great force he 
leeted at Bcnga'orc; and at the fame time were read other letters, ccnt^ldll^i' 
the like information. ^ . .y- 

And your committee find, that on this occaf.on Mr. Johnfon deUvereidlll 
a mmute, to which Mr. Smith lubfcribed ; in which they fuggefl the gre|[^,4 
expediency of mAing preparations to refill the hofiile defignot Hyder AidT* 
and ct deliberating on mcalurcs for reinforcing the garrifuns, and forkeep^. 
ing up a foicc at Tcaft fuflicient to guard the company’s and the nabob’^ 
iclhons, if thcyiliould not beable to maintain an army in the field. 

They advlfr'd, that an cxai^ return offiores and provifions Hiould beor 4 tif» . 
ed; and then obferved, “ that the general was the bell judge of the pretfeitt 
Uii'pufition of the army, and how far it might be expedient to have the 
ropcans divided.” * 

And your committee find, that the fele£l committee of Fort St. George, ip 
letter, dated 28th June 17B0 to the governor general and council, ui/pi 19 t 
them, that ilyder A:ly had conltantlv kept up an inrercourfe with the Frenck 
governor at the lil.inds; that he had received great quantity of military flovt 
from thence ; that his forces (which he had been incrcafing for two yearf > 
pall) were now equipped for immediate fervicc ; that pan or them were aci* 
tually advanc'ed to the frontiers of the Carnaric, and intelligence was received^^ 
that he was employing i>eople to clear the road leading to one of the pritt« 
cipalpafics; that in cafe of an invafion, they w'ould a»St in the beft manner, 
they could ; but much feared their diiliculties would be great for want of. 
money. _ ^ ^ 

And your committee find, that the commandant .at Tiagar reprefented, ta 
a letter of ad July, to the general, the defencekfs ftate ot that place, whicb« 
being >0 the affinity to the pafles, was liable to an eaily attack in cafe of aos; 
irruption ot the enemy. 

And it appears, that Mr. Smith delivered in a minute, on j 7th July, to the,> 
felci‘t committee ; wherein he very itrongly urged the neceffity of fhaking, 
off that fupineneis and inactivity in which they had hitherto remained, and or 
picp.iring themfelves to mcct the attack of Hyder, w’hich now Teemed UM- 
voidable; a-.d he fuggefts a plaij for immediate defenct;,,, till a larger 
could, if necefl-iry, be allembled. '* • • 

And your comnntiec find, that information was brought from thecoa^pll<» 
dt-r iir .^mboor, on the 2 tfi July, that Hyder, his two Tons, and the bei^ 
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WCTB conte tSiroti^h the pafs, and that hU artillery wae drawn up 
to Changama; and that all the people of the valley jvere fled, 
hy a letter, dated 13th OftobMsr, from Lord Macleod to the I'ecrerary 
appe^s, that about the aoth July, advices arrived at I'ort St. George 
i^dlfereut quarters, that^^Hyder Ally had invaded ihe carnatac with a 
riv^l army; but that no attention was paid* by the people in power to 
|l|tintelligence, which they treated with contempt— I'hat the evening of 
however, put theinvafion beyond«“doubt, even with the govern- 
■ TOT certain intelligence was then received, that Porto Novo on the fea 
iwd Conjeveratn, not fifty miles from the capital, had been plundered 
itf'eneray.^ 

committee having thus flated the intelligence received bv the profi- 
Madras, of Hyder Ally’s intention to invade the Carnatic ; bis man- 


invading it, and the various events that happened, and mcafurcs that 
jHliet^Vfalien in confequence of thacinvahon ; they will now proceed to report 
to fjite Houle, the refult of their inquiries on fevcral other points, which are 
l^p^fiary, in their opinion, for the information of the rioule, that they may 
bitter able to judge of the caufes of thof'- misiorrunes to which the 
“prafti poflcffionsotj the coafl of Coromandel have of late b^en e-KpoiW!. 

former part of tiiis report, the committee have given fome account 
iji(Bi^|h(fjgreat force with which Hyder Ally had invaded the C irnatic, accord- 
''’\TOthe intelligence at that time received, and of the condiuJl by which he 
iegyoured to fecure the conquefts he had made ; but as this m'tliigencc 
to have been received in a moment of general alarm, your comniiriee 
InkAt proper to flate to the Houlb, the opinions which the prcfideucy of 
entertained of the charafter of this prince, of his refourccs, and of 
he appears to have employed, at two lormcr periods, when the 
iWpany was not at war with him : 

O^bout the latter end of the year 1774, the governor general and council 
'Bengal defired the prefidents and councils of the other feulements, 10 iraiif- 
jplt tb them the bed information they were able to procure of the fevcral 
.;v|^ln(^in their neighbourhood.—In anfwer to this rcquifpion, the prelidcnt 
:^»inid council of Madras, in a letter dated the 9th of December 1774, write as 
'(<ibUbwa: ** Hyder Ally Cawn pofiefles a valuable, exten five, anUwell-regu- 
government—they cannot give an accurate computation of his re- 
|l'lFChpljf;:or forces, but all accounts agree, that he can bring int») the field a 
Sirtry numerous and weil-difciplined army ; that he is no Icfs exaft in the 
i ij^yment of his forces, than attentive to their difeipUne; and thA^t his 
j^VlPevcnues are f«id to amount to three crores of rupees—that he has taken 
’ oppoitunity, while the atiention of the Marattas has been engaged by 
fliftra^ions at home, to recover the tvhole of the countries which 
ey had, within tbefe few years, wrefied from him—that, as they cannot 
ik' with certainty of the^ports which prevail of his connci^ion with 
‘ French, it is almoll improper for them to touch upon them ; but thus 
evid'-nt, tbatt, b^their means he is plentifully fupplied with mili- 
J‘;^pt^|1^0its ; and that adventurers of their nation are .illowed, if not encou- 
enter into his fervice.*' 

^^^^^'anfwer to a fimilar requifition, made by the governor general and coun- 
¥iiitfm|kngal, in the laucr end of the year 1777, the prelidcnt and council of 
^ Madra|, 
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Madras, in a leher dated the i6tb of January 177^, in^med them, 

Hyder Ally had at that time in the field a force, confifling, as 
ii] termed, of about 30,000 fepoys with fmall arms, 50,000 matchlocK 
a8,ooohorre, and 37 guns;” ^d they aftcrwar4sadd, “that the rcTWui^ll 
arilin^tToni his diticrenc pofieffions are iramenfe, amounting, as they 
lieve, to three«crores of rupees} that his whole attention feemed to 
engaged by the Marattas, and*his views confined to the prcfcrvatioi) 
his own dominions; that Ik had a vakeel at Pond'cherry with 
Bcllecombc, from whom he received every afiilfance the French could 
afford him; that Moniieur Bellecorabc kept up a conftant cbrrerpo^^wifipj^ 
with him, and endeavoured all in bis power to engage him in the 
of tlie French.” And ipeaking of the great and dangerous power 
Marattas, they further add, “ We think Hyder might, onfuch an emerge^i^^^ 
(.1 Maratta war) be made an ufeful aUy, as his troops are mure warl^jci,.' 5 ^' 
bracr difeiplined, and better appointed than thofe of any othor poiWcVdt;*J.V 
but we are afraid the nabob could never be brought to aft cordially in "'V/ 
an alliance, as he has long cnttitained a rooted enmity towards Hyder^^ 
and hath on fever^ occafions nianifefled it, in oppofition to his own mlt»> . 
relL As to the I'oubah, little could be gained by a clofer union with himi,. 
and our opinion, bothinrefpeft to him and the Marattas is, that we (houtd' ^ 
endeavour, in cafe of a war, to prevent their taking part againft us; 
that wc Aiuuld prefer Hyder as an ally, whofe afliilance might be the 
iVrviceablc,” ' * 4 


And Coknul Stuart, in his memorial of the 9th of December 1776, wbteli>^^ 
was prclentcd ro ihe prefident and council of Madras, and which they h.t|^l]^^ 
tonmiend, fpeaks of Hyder Ally as follows: “ This man feems to be in 
mouths of almoft every body, as a i >ughear to f 1 ighten and alarm ; in England 
it ia the fame, and even the Aock jobbers play him off in ’Change Alley. jL 
have, with the moft minute attention, collefted from the company’s records 
in England and elfevvhere, informed myfelf of every material circumffaiic^ 
that led to, or occurted in, what is called the Balia Gaut war, and our differ*.! 
ences with Hyder. I know :dfo how that bufinefs codcluded. I have in my 
pofleffion a copy of General Smith’s commentary upon-that war, and have ^ 
particularly noticed Hyder’s letters, lueffages, and converfatious in feveralpc* ' 
liods of the war; from all which it appears to me, that on Hyder’s pan, 
wa^llo a war of ftlf^defence ; and, becaufe I believe Hyder to be a fenfible 

man, and to know his true intereft, 1 conclude he was (incere, W'hen he expli> , 
citly declared upon all occafions, and particularly to Mr. Hornby their c^ef 
at 'I'cllicherry, and by his mellage by Mr. Stracc}”, whom he lent fgr that 
purpofe to Madras, that nothing was further from his wiIIks, than a warmth, 
the company, becaufe he knew they would in the end ruin him, but that in 
ruining him, he could fo protraft the time, and incrcafe their expence, a* 
even to diffrefs the company by their conqueft; and what is very rework* ^ 

able, he warns Mr. Hornby of what he next year pcrfoTrfPed, that he ^wouU' 
force a peace perfonally, by ri&ing an invaiion into the Carnatic. If at tha| 

[ time when he was fuccefsful, he concluded a peace without any marerial ad*« 
I vantage or addition of territory, for what reafon now, having no difference., 
I with him, does be want only to make iacurfions to burn and plunder thia 

I X country,' 
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* CopQf^t^, w&<fh1i^inuft he fenfible. that fuch conduit would draw upon him, 
< hot only theftrength ut this prcfidcncy, but alfo a tegular fyHem for hisde* 
I Ititrud^ion, fupported by the lufluencc, arms, and immenfe trojfury of Bcn- 

and his deftrudion would fpe<.»dily follow, not by a Bdla G.iutMand 
war, through the xiailes, anS penetrating at an immenfe txpence, to Serlnga- 
jpatam from hence, but by the co-operation of fea arinamt nts at Mangalore, 
,»nd from other pans on the Milabar coafti^ 1 flijll never therefore be* led to 
> thin^ that, without an) rcafon, he will bring himltlf into fuch difficulties j 
But 5 f he does, 1 hope the force of the Carnatic alone will be fufficient to 
^ 'ctuudife him.” 

Tour committee will conclude the information they intend to give of 

* Ally, by the following account of his prefhnt force, ttanfniitted by Sir 
EdtvttrdHughta, in his letter to the Eail of Hillfborough, dated the i rth day 
<»f Oftobet, 1780. 

Account of Hyder Ally’s force now a^fin|; in the center of the Carnatic, and 
' lading fiegc to its tapiialci*}', Aicot. 

European cavalry. 

Mounted under M. Pimorin — 

^Ditto —> M. Ltlly — —• 

'3^eto infantiy and aitilleiy. 

Attached to the guns of the different fepoy battalions 

Muliecs, 

Under the command of M. Janon, a Portuguefe 
TOTafles, 

tinder the command of Janou 
Ditto -»< — Mr. Mills — — 


300 

80 


200 


900 

700 


580 

80 

1600 


Black cavalry, 

Under Tepoo Saib, propcily armed and accoutred, and 
cloathed in red — — — — — 

Ditto Ditto in gieen — 


2260 


Under M. Lanfqucnet, 
Ditto Davis, Ditto 


.1 r. 


inounTed — 


100 

100 

300 

200 


Chofen horfes, marked with Ilydcr’s own chop—half 
with himfelf, ^tid half with Tepoo haib — 
Irregulars (called Looty Wallens) of which no priufc 
calculation Oun be formed, fuppofed to con h ft of 

Se^ys, 

Under Mabomed Ally, cloaihed in red, three bafta- 
• " tionsof 1000 men*bach — — 

■— Shaik Omar, cloathed in green, five battaliona 
(attached to Dally*s corps) 


200 


4CO 


2000a 


20000 


40601 


3000 

5000 


Sooo 


Cariled over jt86o 
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Sepoyfc . ' ant jalifo la, 

* Un<3er Shaik Boudan, cloatlied in red, fonr battaiiiyns -4000 - ^ 

^ ■— Toleram (his own) fcpoys, attached to Mr* Sa- • ^ 

inuai Mili*8 topafles 1000 

— 

Ditto irrcgJlar —— • —— Schw /) 

Matchlock and pikcmcn ■ »— ■■ —— 20069 

Kockets, 500 camels, each carrying « rocket Ixty and a 7 

matchlock peon, with 20 I'parc rockets; alio a great J' 

number of bullocks carrying rockets, and a man to 

each, the whole fappofed to cenfid of ——- » 1060 ;;; 

Lafears, luppofed to ^ about >—■ — •«-r"* 

Ordnance. 86,^do'»; 

S'"”’1 Br=fJ f 170 

Field pu-cc5, J 15’’* J ' ’ 

Howitr.ers — — c; ^ ^ 

K. 1 >. A L'l-rrc tU‘t;’.c(in;* nt '- r'ployed under ^leer‘^aib, in dcfolating the.. 
iKirthein provinces ot the and the G-untoor Circar, not included 

in tlic above. 

Your committee will next p.ocred to !.iy before the Koufe, a ftate of tbo* 
company’s f<»n.cs on the coaftof Coromandel; fnewing, what were their num»* 
bers, w'bat their c. nditiou a:id uiil’ipbne, ar.d in what manner they were 
fi.nionc'd and dillributed immediaicly IcfOi v the irruption of Hyder Ally into 
the Carnatic. ^ • 

The ccmm'tfec of fccrcfy that ut in the year 1773, have given an accciint 
of the nriilTary eftabiifiinrtciu.-. ar.d n llitary regulations under the prelidency.ot^^ 
Madras, which fuhlilied at that time. 

Your profent comnetec find, that in the br'^iming of the year 1777, in 
confequcnce of the T.mj.ue country falling under the military protection of* 
the conip.tny, the prclidcni and counc.l oi IM:idras augmented and new- 
modelled their army, upwn a plan ii;fl in part by Sir Robert 

rieicher, but afterwards much improved by Ctihmel Stuart, augmenting the 
number of fepoy battalions, via. the Carnatic battalions from 12 to 16, and 
the Circar battalions from b to 8, diminifliing at the fame time the pri¬ 
vates in each company from 86 to 6;;, which, together with the native non- 
commiliioned oilkers, brought the ifrength of each battalion to 7^0 mqh;- 
thi^, however, is e.'tclufive of European commiffion and non-commiffi<Mied 
oiVicers, in number 19, native commilfioneJ officers in number 20, drum¬ 
mers 12, and puckally'-' jo. For the information of the Honfe, the com- 
miitcc have iufeitcd the eif.ibliihment of one of tbeie iepoy battalions in the 
appendix. They at the fame time raifed five new battalions, of the fame 
efiablilhment and numbers, fo that the force ot the prclidency, according to 
the ellablifhmcnts of that time, confiding of 29 fepoy battalions, amount* 
ing to 23,519 officers and men; thefe are to be added a troop of cavalry^ 
Conlifting of 48 officers and men, and two regiments^f^uropean infantry 
of two battalions each, which, atcording to their eilablifhments, fltbulll 
amount to 576 men in each battalion, non-commliltoned officers include^ 
or 2,304 men in-the whole, befides non-cominilfioned officers and ftaC 
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anio'iitvttng to about 6oo,^comiTilflloned and 
'vBOD<^|tttlliifiu 9 ited officers included^ befidea European invalids and prniioncrf, 
jUBOUnting w about 900. 

> On the a9th of June 1778, upon receiving information of the ^ar wiih 
. 'prance, the prehdent and council ordered that 20 men be added to each of the 
fbattalion companies #)f 13 Carnatic Ayd 8 Circar battalions/ making an 
augmentation of 3,360 men ;—but on the 5ih of November of the faine year, 
t]ie felect committee ordered, that the fepoy battalions, to which this aug- 
mentation had been made, ihould be reduced to their former eltablifhmenr^ 
and that the overplus fepoys which bad been raifed, do fill up the vacancies 
in the other battalions. 


On the i6ih of July,^fa the fame year, they ordered their corps of artil¬ 
lery to be new modelled, .naking it conliil of eight companies itillcad of fix, 
each company having one captain, two Itecfteoants, two lieutcnnr.t fire¬ 
workers, five ferjeants, fix corporals, 10 gunners, 54 mattroffes, oae drum¬ 
mer, and two filers, making 83 ; and the eight companies, amounting in 
the whole to 664, befides the Aaif, confiding of one lieutenant colonel, one 
major, one adjutant, one quarter n>after, one forjeant major, one quarter 
matter ferjeant, one drill ferjeant, one drill corporal, one drum major, and 
one fife major, in ail ten, which in the whole makes the corps co conlilt 
of 674. 

And on the abtb of the fame month, they gave orders for railing two nioJTS 
battalions of fepoys for the defence of the Circars. 

Your commitfcc do not find, that any further augmentations were made to 
tteft troops, till the 31 d of July 1780, when, in confideration of the army's 
taking the field, and the girrifons in the Carnatic being wxikened thereby, 
it was refolvcd, that fuch of the battalions of fepoys as remain in garrilbii, 
be ordered to augment their companies 20 men each. It appears by tlie 
fcleft confultations, 23d September 1780, that Sir Hector Munro then re¬ 
commended augmenting the fepoy battalions to 100 fepoys each company; 
but your commiftee do not find that any orders were iflued in confequence 
of this recommendation, the general’s minute being ordered to lie fur cun- 
fideration. 


Your committee find, that the prefidency and council of Madras frequent* 
ly repiefented, that the European regiments were incomplete for want of a 
fuffictent number of recruits from Europe; but the fepoy battalions were in 
general coinpleip.—And on the 22d of December 1778, foon after the fur- 
wtodcr of Pondicherry, General Munro reported to the feledl committee, that 
the Icpoy coips appear, by the returns, to be compleat to the efidbllfhment 
of 750 nten; and that there were about 250 rupernumeranes to be dilpuled 
of as the committee Ihould think proper. 

The fcllow’ing is an account of the effeblive Aafe of the company’s forces 
onthccoafiof Coromandel, in January 1780. 

Cavalry - - - . - - 48 

Artillery - - - - rfia Non-commiflioned officers 

« eluded. 

• Inlbotry, 2 regiments - - 2,028 Hank and file, including non* 

comnufiioned officers. 

* European invalids and penfionen 8(3 

Sepoyt 
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Carnatic, atbattal. 16,27^ Native o^cert ittdu 4 eii. 
Circars, 8 battal. ^^^ 9 ^ * 



ratal natives troops, officers included 22,574 as alfo a corps of fepoy Sede- 

• pendant^, amounting to 763, 

* * iiutive officers included, and 

^ 722 fepoy invalids and pen- 

iioners. 


In this account, no notice is taken of the 2 battailous ordered to beralfed 
for the defence of the Circars, on the 26th of July 1778. 

It appears to your committee, that of the Sbove troops, the nabob has long 
been engaged to pay ten complete battalions of fepoys ; ths charge of which, 
together with the expence of the garriibns, which he has allb engaged to de¬ 
fray, amount annually to about four lacks of pagodas, as dated in the letter 
01 the prefident and council of Madras to the governoi general and council of 
iiengai, ilate<i the 7rh of December 1774. 

And it further appeats to your conmiiitee, that the rajah of Tanjore is 
^ndcr a.i engagCTient to jigy annually' to Che company 4 lacks of pagodas for 
iViie military detetice of his country. 

Your committee lind, by a letter from Governor Romhold to the court 
of direil<^*rs, dated the i ^th of M irch 1778, that the troops of the company 
on the coad of Cor •inandel, were in excellent order. The governor declares, 
that a ijiirit ot difc'.pline feemed to run through the whole, and that he had « 
fcidim fee.^ a more otde-iy body of men. And (Jo einor Rumhoid, in a 
K-rrcr to the chairman of the Eaft India Comp.m’, ('aitd the 3ift O.^oher 
of the fame year, cxpreffcs himfelf as folloW': “ I think it nectllitry to 
'hiciirion to you, in juttice to Brigadier General Stuart, that one great ad- 
vanr.ige on our part, and u hich enabled us to carry the o ders of the court 
of directors for attacking Punditherrj' inr > immediate execution, was the 
ilate in which we found the army upon this eft.iblifliment, at the time of re- 
t-eiving thofe orders, owing to the very feafonablc augmentation that had 
been made, and the proper military regulations and difcipliiie which had 
taken place, during the lime he commanded the troop*;.” ' 

Atui Sir Eyre C*>ore, in a letter to the committee of correfpondence, dated 
ihi’ 18th January 1779, heirs teliimony' to the difcipline and good order of 
theft tioops in the following words: “ I have reviewed feveral of your corps 
fince my arrival here, and can afliire you with much pleafure, that they are 
brought to a perfei^ion I could hardly have an Idea of in this country. Your 
iartillery is equal to any thing in Europe ; and nothing is left us to wifh, 
but an addition of numbers to both. The officers merit every thing that can 
be faid in iheir praife, for the unwearied pains they have taken to bring the 
troops to the Rate ihey' aie in at prefent.” 

To the forces above ll.ited, is to be added the firft battalion of his M jef- 
jty’s 73d regiment, amounting, according to the eit<iblifhpjetu<<0 1082 men, 
Lnon-commillioned officers included; and it appears by the lafl return, pre-"* 
pious to Hyder Aliyas invafion, that the eftedbve ftrength of this battalion 
latas, a( that time, non*comtniflioned ^officers 72, rank and file 846, total 
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yout commiitfee, that 24( recrQit8 for ttiu‘battalion 
V^ipfe feur ovtfi in the fliips of laft year, but were taken on their pallage* ' 

" And your committee fiatJ, by a return* dared camp at Marmalo^j jft No- 
' Vember 1780, that the ftrengih of this battalion, alter the defeat of Colonel 
iBaillie, conlilled of n^n-commijOfior.cd ^officers ^5, rank and file 568 j be- 
fides mifling, non-commiifinned officers it, rank and file 117, ^eing part of 
She two flank companies of the battalion that were fent with Colonel 
''Jleicher to join Colonel PaiUie, aotf are fuppofed to be now either killed, 

. irounded, or ptifoners; and befides a detachment fent to Bengal, conliiling 
of, non-comraillioacd officers 4, rank and file 48 of which appear, by 
‘Sir Eyre Coote*s rettirn, to have arrived with him finceat Madras. 

' Your Committee alfo find, by the return,of the 50th of November 1780, 
that there is in the garrifon of Fort St. George )oo European militia, and in 
’ the Black I'owu too European and 1 ^00 fepoy militia, formed into two bat¬ 
talions; befides too native Ponuguefe, ukcI i og. black aniliery, in the Black 
'Town. 

With refpeil to thedillribuiion of tliffe r'’ <T=i, tour c<>mm'utee find, that 
it has ever been the uniform opinion c' b:,ih civil ruul miiir.n y perfono, that 
foi the defence of the Carnatic, asgie;;t » (.eec as. e odd be ipared from ihcj 
dirferent g-wrifons fiiould be co'.lcdtcd in (. me central fpjt. \ 

It appears to your commiiteL, That th •; pi ui h ul icen earneflly recom- 
, mended by Generals Coote, dnuth, and fie-ch.-r. 

The governor gene-al and council o" heugir th'.ir letter of the ifitli of 
^January 1778, after obfcrving upea the d.fp-rfj.tl iboe of the troops appiint- 
ed for the defence of the Carnatic, ami jj.initulariv of the Europeans and ai- \ 
tiliery, jnocecd to fay, “ Thofe, who, vvben •.mlfcd, wnli form a moil re.fpec- - 
table coj-ps, lofc almo;l their whole ap^iarcnt eonfrqu- nc , and much of their 
real fubftance, by Inch a divifion and iuffip.rti iii o! flic.u ; wc believe, that ‘ 
the w.ujr or accommodation for the ‘.'.'hoie of your ruuipcati ellahhlbrncnt, 
may ha\ c. ri-ndered it, in fomt dcfitc an acl; ot neccluiv ; and v.'e have no 
doubt but ir has been tircafioned by fome pijw’crtiii cjufc ; biir wbuievci It 
ms) 1 .IV e been, .ve cannut Ik Ip recommending, as an oujt cl moU w'onby ofv 
your attention, to devd’e the means by w'tiich your Euiopeaa forcis may be 
colU'ftcd, and kepuentire at your prefid ncy, or withiu its reach, lor in ihat 
'iigiit wii regard the tjn.arrcrs of Poonomalle and the Mount; that all the oiht r 
forts a- 1 piuT.t. gartifoued by native troops j and that not a man 01 the fe- 
. vcral 01 ';Iuropeaii foidicrs and artillery, be detached from the 11 proper 

corps. You • .’I agree vviih us in opinion, that it is on the Lurt>pe„n forces 
W'hi..n the e .mp.;;,y maii'.min in India that the prefent exillenec of their po¬ 
wer, the futn i.tfetv and rfuration of their fettlcmenr^-, effintiall* depend, 
and that thrii; nuilS Jofeboth their difclpbnc and flrength, by being divided,’* 

• And in their i iter of the lythOflober laft, they fay, “ Had the difpofi- 
tion been attended to, or the advice contained in that letter followed, the ca- 
lamiry^W'hieii tluir forces lately fuffered, and which was owing to a divifion 
of the fro >ps moment of cmergestcy, would not have happened,”—And 
Go'onel Stuart, in ^bis memorial before mentioned, of the 9th December 
1776, propofes the fcllowing plan for fi^tioning the troops, as bed calculated, 
I^ln ' iv< pinion, for the defence of the Caritatic : in time of peace, to have 
tw'o ranfonments, one near Conjeveram, the other near Tia.’ar, Volcon- 
da, 01 Triuam&Ilc j fix battalions of fepoys, and the grenadier companieB of 

fotne 
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feme others, two regiments of horfe, two companiei of Euroj^o gren«£tietf» 
and tvv<f companies of artillery, to form the firfi cantonment; and three bat* 
talions,' and feme fepoy grenadiers, and a company of artillery^ to form the 
' other cantcyiment; with adetachn|dnt from the £niid|)ean companies, towdtk 
the guns or the fepoys at each cantonment. 

In time of war, when the army maft beincreafed, the tiamber at eachcaa* 
tonmcnt to be double, or more if thought necelTary. 

Sir Hcdlur Muiiro, in a letter tu the governor and council of the 8th of 
November 1778, in treating of the difpofition of the troops, foon after t^ 
Jurrendcr of Pondicherry, fays, It appeared to me aJfo ntcefla^, that thity 
ihould be fe difpofed, that a cohfiderablebody mightbefoimed, if neceflary#** 
And Governor Rumbold, in his letter to the court of dire^’^ors of the 
of March 1778, writes, “ It is my intention, with the advice ol General 
Munro, to fia: upon feme convenient fpot, within a da; and half's march oC 
Pondicherry, iuch as between Wnndewaih and Gingee, ot more immediately 
W'rhin the Jaghire, and there embody as great a part of your array as cw te 
fpated from the defence of the feaggling garrifons in the Carnatic; for if aa 
enemy w’cie to land A-morrow, they might get a footing before we could 
colleft together part of your troop!i; I therefore judge it highly nectflary to 
have an army in readineli. to attack Pondicherry ;---ac any rate, a body of 
tioops ought always to be in readinefs in the Carnatic.” 

The following diflribution of the troops on the coaft of Cotomandcl, in Ja* 
nuary 1780, which has been laid befoic your committee, will ftew hove fir 
any of thefe plans iiad at that time been complied with. 
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63 

4 
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0 
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0 
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Tour commicrce do not find, that in confequence oT the inttlligencc re- 
^MSived, fubfe<^uent to January 1780, of Hyder Ally’s hoilile intentions, any 
ord^t were given for bringing together any conhdcrable body of troops, and 
‘ Canning them mto an army for the detence of the Carnatic, previous to the 
>|y*^ day of July in thefaroe year. 

In addition to the obfervation made by the goveroor general and council of 
‘'Bengal, in their letter of the 17th Odtober before-mentioned, on the difperfed 
Ibhe of the troops. Sir Eyre Cootc, in his letter to the committee ut corre- 
fiwndence of the Eaft India Company, of ^otb of November 1780, expreiily 
fays, ** That the army was left in the fame divided date as in time ot the 
mdliperfefi peace and tranquility; and the places of fltcngth, which whilft 
we maintained, he (Hyder Ally) could never become Mailer of the Carnatic, 
were entirely negleded.’* 

it appears by Lord Maclcod’s letter to the fecretary at war, of the 1 jth of 
.^^OdldbcT 1780, That even on the 20th of July no attention was paid by the 
^vemment of Madras, to the intelligence then received of Hyder^ inten¬ 
tions t and on the 23d of chat month, when bis loidihip told thv* governor, 
•* that perhaps the report of Hyder’s invafion might be true, aii<} that he 
thought, at all events, they ought to take fome me.tiures to oppofe him,” the 
^governor anfwered, “ What can we do f we have no money !” Bui ?ddtd, 
k “ We mean however to alT-mble an army, and you are to c^'inmand it.” And 
Xawd Macleod’s letter to the gtnernor and felefl committee, of the 31ft of 
that month, points out the diihcuhies and dangers to whi.h the troo} <>, in 
Ibinning ajunttion, would then be expofed: And Mr. Sadiici’t minute ot the 
39th of the fame month, confirms the fa£l, ** that 110 Cdie had then bten ta- 
kra to aiTeinble an army/' 

And your committee think it right betc to refer to a former part of this re¬ 
port, wherein itisftated, that the prehdent and felecl comnnittcc, in the'rr let¬ 
ter to the governor general and council of Bengal, ot the x8th day of Auguil 
117801, attributed the delay of bringing an army into the field to oppofe Hyder 
nlkU^t to the dt^ant Nations in whtcii the troops were icattered when he made 
^ iu$ irruption intdNka^itovince. * * 

THe motions of the trdopsr, and the endeaveuirs ufed to form an arm}', in 
I order to attack Hydw Ally, and to relieve Arcot, and the unhappy ddallirs 
enfued, from the faid 24th day of July uatil the arrival o» air Eyre Coote; 
ffiOzd {hecondition in which he found the fcttlement, the^aniions, and the re- 
^ kn^ing troops, are already fiated in the former part of this report. 

^J&ur committee will now infert a return of the troops, and thetr dHpuficicn, 
by that general,«««The return is a» I9II0W8 ; 
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^ JrtiUny, 8 Om^anits, ; 

ca«lfy, I troop — 

i » 45 coinpany —^ FortSt. G<^orgc. 

^'* 4 mmmmm Malabar Coall. 

■' - ' With the army, 

Iv * * European Infantry^ 2 Kegimtnti^ ^ BattaUoMS, 

r, Company - - MaUtarcoaft. 

r Ditto —— -- Vellore. 

' a Ditto were at Arcot; are returned to Madras prifoners by 

ill regiment. ^ cnpitulation, not to ferve againft Hyder Ally during the 
w-ar. 

^ ' n Comnanv of grenadiers 


WT ua • 

^ ' .. r I Company of grenadiers 

jdbattalioD, \ j 
tftcegiment. "j 

- > _ - -.d < « #3 • M M S 


Malabar coaft. 
with the army. 

- jft^brttalion, f 7 Companies, including grenadiers 
aireginienr. (2 Ditto 

ft Company of grenadiers ' u 

adtjattalion, J ^ Ditto * — — arm}% 

ad regiment. _ — Fort St. George. 

Carnatic Sepoysf 21 Battahot>s, 

' .fitota'i® — " — _Z“ wutfhearmy. 

sdVitto ^ Companies grenadiers - Malabar coaft. 

3d Ditto j 8 Ditto ditto — — * 

f 2 Companies grenadiers — MaUbar^aft. 

' 4th Ditto 8 Ditto _ — — tort St. George. 

* f 2 Companies — — u 

eth Ditto a Ditto tf ere at Arcot; are returned to Madras in number 44; 
* 1 the reft miffing. . 

t 2 Companies grenadiers — with the army. 

6tli Ditto ' g Ditto •— Trichinopoly. 

, T\Vf ^ Companies — ■— ^ 

ytb Ditto , Ditto - - 

8th Ditto - .- Malabar co.ft. 

I 2 Companies grmadiers ^ with the army, 

, 9th Ditto 1 8 Ditto — ^ — Tanjore. 

: , ,oth Ditto ‘ - - - Pallanrcomh. 

UCompaniei — Kirrical & Nagore. 

rath Ditto J Ditto — Cudalore; 

. f 2 Companies grenadiers — with the army, 

,3* Ditto ®_ _ _ Tanjore. 

« ra CRlMniet grenadien — ?!, ?• . 

^DittO I I Ditto - - Wandearalh. 


^ I i Companies grenadiers 

6tli Ditto ^g Ditto —- 

. -r...-. r 6 Companies —• 

ytb Ditto I ^ Ditto ■*—— 

Sth Ditto , 

12 Companies grmaaiers 
9th Ditto I g — 

joth Ditto ““ 

nth Ditto — 

„th Ditto 


. fa Companies grenadiers 

134 Ditto [gDi,,/ _ 

« r 2 COliipanies grenadiers — 

Ditto {I Ditto — 

^ I7 Ditto - -- 


tj^h Ditto 
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i6ihD!lto ^ 

m 
« 

17th Ditto 
18 th Ditto 


jQth Ditto 

20th Ditto 
ziA Ditto 


$ ComjmoitB grenatUen 
I Ditto — —^ 

17 l>itto ««• 

' 2 Companies grenadiers •—> 

Ditto —— •— 

1 Ditto —■■■■■ ——• 

L J Ditto -- -■-%* —— 

' 2 Chmpaniefe grenadiers •— 

8 Ditto t- —. 

2 Companies grenadiers ■■■ " '■' 

8 Ditto — •— 

c Companies, grenadiers included 
I Ditto — -< 

I Ditto — • — 


Jnldb^ 

^ Wanwt^xfiu 
with jjke army, 
miffing. 

with roe army* 
Permacoil. 
Chingleput. 
miffing, 
with the army, 
with the army. 
Tanjore. 
tilth the army* 
■ Tiagur. 
Gingee. 
Trichinopoly. 
Malabar coaft. 
miffing, 
with the arm V. 




ift Bituliun 
aid Ditto 

jci Ditto 

4th Ditto 

^rh D tto 
(nh Ditto 


^ Ditto «— — — 

f 2 Comjjanies grenadiers 
1 8 Ditto — . . - 

Cirittr Stpi^Sf 8 Batt^ions^ mnd 5 InJtpendant CetnpanteSm 

f 6 Companies —— —— 

[ 4 Ditto —— 


{ 


a Companies genad rrs 
2 Ditto — — 

6 Ditto —— ^ 

2 Companies grenadiers 
8 Ditto —— 


7ih Ditto 


8 th Ditto 


f Cc 
J 2 Dill 
1 3 Din 
Diti 


i;l Companies, grenadiers included 

_ Ditto ——- ^ —— 

2 Companies grenadiers ■ 

Independents, 5 Companies — 

Tinpre 3 battalions, conhlHng of 
Slbeudy Se-J Mazulipatam — 

poys, 7,727. j Viiagipatam — •— 

^Cianjiui —— — 

In the garriion of Fort St. Geoige 
In the Black Town . .- — 


£uro|>ean 
Milicia, 200 
Nativ'e 
Pottugueze. 


Chicacole. 

Vizagapatam* 

milling. 

with the arm)'. 

Mazulipatam. 

Condapillie. 

with the army. 

Mazulipatam. 

Chitacole. 

Ganjam and diiln6L 

Samu'eottah. 

to't St. George. 

Mazulipatam. 

Connga. 

with the army. 

Mazul'patam. 

Ellore 

Ongole. 

- — 1,749 

- 49 ? 

- » — — 500 

^ — 185 

. 100 

100 


I In the Black Town • •— 

MilitiaSepoys. In the Black Town, 2 battalions 
BUck Artillery, Th the Black Town 


109 

x, 5 o 3 ' 

100 

Inialids. 
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rPort St, 6eot:ge» 

j CTiingteput, 

I Ciiddi 01 c, 

A I nchinupoly, 

. . l\ i;a'hp,itain. 

1 ?. B The troops iindci the head, with the army," are cant&ncd id tl • 
environ^oi Madras; and thole mentiomd “ iniflinir,** „tt thofe that weio 
in the adions againit IJjucj Ally, under the command ot Lituteu int Co¬ 
lonel BailliL. 

As wo detachments apjiear to ha^c be n ien- from the army, undci the r, fi- 
^Bcy ot Madras, and to base th( reby dm inilhed the fome appomtrO t m *hc 
defemeof that prefidenn, your commuttc think it right, belore the) con- 
eiudc this head of cnquiiy, to ftate tic numhen, which compoltd th* e dc- 
iashii)en*s, and by whofe advice they were lent. 

< \ o»ir Iommittee have already ot'erved, that on the 7th of December I'/S, 
Ac ttledi commuiee at lort St. (jtor^« lefoUtd to imkc pn.parat»on> for 
the tvpedition againll Mihe, kIvI icqmlled (miei il Muino to picpare a 
1ft or warlike ftores, and an arraug«nient 01 ruops, ntttflary for the expe- 
dll uni. 

The 10th of December Gcrefa’ Munro rccot mended, that the following 
troops I c ordered on tht ixptditioii toMahe vi . ^ 

Itiropears, ift battalion ift regiment, ftpojs, 4th and aoth battalions. 
Artillery, three con panics, 
gj Lafcar , 5 oq. * 

The ziA Decch bfr, in conft quen e of advice beingrcccived from Ttlhchery 
of the date of the fitnch at Mahc, andot thi comitry powers af^ound them 
the committee agreed to add another bartahon to the torce inteaded to be feni 
to Mahe, which then (lood as roU« ws, via. 

1 bait hon o| £ iropears, 

3 companies of artiihi), 

3 battalions ot fepo}6,*^and 
200 Ufears 

And in a letter from the fele^i committee of Fort St George, to the felcft 
committee of Bombay, the force ordered on the expedition againft Mahe 19 
Aated as toilows, \iz. 

I battalion of Europeans 
3 companies ot artillery 


3 battalions of fepo) s, each 


4^9 

150 Furopeans, 

- 589 

750 ftpO)S, 

Ynur comihittce find, that rh s foice went to att ick Mihc, and that after 
the funendtrof that fort, which happened on the 19th dij of Maith 1779 
nnartolth* laid detAchment, viz. Two companies ot ait llery, thebttt hon 
of Enroptai s, except one company, and two batUiots ,f bepovs, exclu- 
f VC 01 aicnadieis»j:etnriied into the neighbt urhood of the pre, denev*. 

Ant your cimmittee find, that in confeqiiejtce ot a tetiu luion made b» 

k MMkA ^ t>_A.. .t_ ./V t* . > A ^ 


rtie governor get cral and council of Bcngil to the prefidi i ey of Madras 
that they would give dircdions to the officer commanding at Mahe, to join 

General 
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'General Goddard with his detachment foon as the fortlfieiaidont of hat k 
pljce were dvftfoyed/the faid prehdency gave orders^ on the iSih daoi 
OLtober(ki779, to Colonel Braithwaite, commanding their troops at M.e^ 
to join Gt;)eral Goddard wiih bi& dpt^chment, coniiuing at that time ofae 
European company of inlantrv, ^tfe company ot artillery, fixgren«uher<xi- 
panics, ind eight battalion compands of fepo)s, which was all the fo^e 
the) thought themfelves wairanted to fpari. in the hruation of their afia» 
at th it time. 

On the 30th of December 1779, they received letters from Colonel Braith 
wane acquainting them, that having entiicly raied the fortificationt, M 
removed the ftorts from Mahe, he was prep mng to car v into executlgi^ * 
their (It ieis fur lemfurcing Oene'al Goddaid with his detachment, when a 
lequiU on was made to him bv the chief and fa'lorv a; TtUuhtty, for the 
who't detachment to acl in defence of that icntleiuent, which w is cloftly 
preflfed b} a puwciful attack tioin the Nairs, fuppoittd, though not openly^ 
b) Hjdtr Allj, to hoin the gentlemen at rtllicnciy had given ofience, by 
piotcftiug a chiif of the N ms, who wa obnoxious to hint. 

Undci theft ciicum^iiiccs, C oloncl Brai hwai t thoughr proper roremove 
with his detachment for the defence of fell cheri) , which laalaU) iccono 
phOied b} the addition of this fotce, though the Nans continued a{I(.mbte 4 
m numeious bodies at a (mall diftance, making irrcguLr atc-ck^ t n i’'e com* 
pan)*:> troops, and threatining to la c any adcant igc that tnigat oftt , bjr 
the r» dudion of their llrength, to dt rj\ t itlct lement. ^ 

And }oui committee find, that as loan as the goieinment at Madras re* 
ceiitd idviceot the detent on ot the tr lops at reilichcnv, m marncr before 
mentioned, ihev dcteimined, upon a m tion m n v, b) tiu pieiidcnt, to lent*, 
at all event , imincdiaicly from thtnet, a icfpt b't leu lorccnient to joui 
CJcncr 1 G ddaid’s armv at b i it, and accorciug v oiwered a compttt bu- 4 
tiliun ut Imioptaiis, one vompinv ot aitillcr), a d a ...tta un ot Icpois, to 
bold th niiclvcs in read nci-i to ptocctd IIi', Maj ily s fliip Seiho le be<ii,r 
then 111 then roai, with a luge cojn i} Up i 1 «.J the Horiindon, tie bat¬ 
talion of I oiopians and company of aittliei weie, in a tew dais, eubaikcd 
on theie iiltcl , nd failed for burat uie hthof January. Ihe batUiuon of 
fcp n**, for wait! I tranfionc, could not pioceed at the fame time, butem* 
barked lium r id cherry the 11th Febriuty, on th. fh pa Befbiroujh, Dakt 
c f Gi lit I ai d ^tl s. 

Ane It , c rs to vt ar comm ttce, by the return dated the 30th Novem- 
Irt r I / Sill it the w uolc force 1 1 ‘<>oging to the prehdency ot M idras, w h ch 
was tl cii I mg on the Mai ib ir coaft, confifted ot two companies of aic I* 
lery, nine c >inp ines of Euioptans, and twenty-four comp m cs or itpoys. 
Thel niimbcis appear exactly to rumpichLnd the octore iu< ntn ned troops at 
Tt'bthtty, aid the detachment ftnt to Sutat, Audit dojs not appeir to 
yuui V. imini 'ce, chat the lone of the Ctrnaiic had been wciken d by' any 
oiht dtr ichment when Hydcr Ally invaded it. 

It IS pioper, h iwevei, th«t your coininittre fhould irete o iferie, thu 
prehdent and council of Madris api ear to havobeen always ave Ic to iiuko 
mg any detachment to the Malabat coaft, for tue puipofe of am ing on ihp 
war againfl the Marattiis; and when the preiidcniy of Hombiy firll appliei^i 
; toihuu for Afnitancej m the beginning of the year 177S, theyabfokm^ 

1 
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gritti it; and in a letter to the court of directors, dated the 5th 
JPebrary 1778, whkh will be found in the appendix, they ftate their ob- 
*'|oftif»s to tbU nieafurc, declaring, that they Ihould be unjuiiifiable^f they 
iiyer<to detach any partef their troops upon diHant a fervice, fr^in whence 
itfiibld be impoffible to recall them, however prelling the occation, in lefs 
liitVtbafi five or fix months; and th'cy add, that as far as they can judge 
jfiro/ the prefent lituattoh of aft'airs, it would not be prudent in them to de- 
taV *ny part of their force on this fcrvice, though it Ihould meet with the 
j Ufti an and approbation of the fupreme council of Bengal: and when they 
. .iftre afterwards informed by a letter from the laid fupreme' council, that 
.. bey had rcfolred to fupport the views of the gentlemen at Bombay, under 
, (firtain Hmitarions,'and defiring them, in cafe they (hould renew their ap¬ 
plication for troops, to comply with it j the prefidency cf Madras dill con- 
, tinned of the-opinion before expreffed; ncvcrthelcfs, they thought it proper, 
liitt confequence of the letter received from Bengal, to defire General Munro 
fto inform them how the detachment reejuired for Bombay might be moft 

? conveniently fornmd, that no time might be loB, fliould it be hereafter de¬ 
termined to fend it. 

And your committee find, that when on the 30th Augtift 1779, they re« 
4Btivcd 8 letter from the governor general and council, dated the ad of that 
I month, requefling, that one battalion of Europeans, three battalions of 
j Ibpoys, and fifty artillery men, together with the detachment ferving at 
l^he, might be fent to join General Goddard, they delayed taking this but 
finefs under confideration till the i8ch 0£lober, and then ordered only the 
detachment at Mah6 to join Genera! Goddard (which was detained atTelli- 
cher}' in manner before ilated; and when they afterwards fent to Surat a fur- 
^ther reinforcement to join General Goddard, as is already mentioned, they 
made it lefs, by two battalions of fepoys, than that which the governor ge¬ 
neral and council had required of them; and they complain in firong terms 
^ai will be feen in their letter of 3d April 1780, which will be fouud in the 
appendix) that the rrueobjedtof Utis reinforcement was concealed from them 
by the governor and fupreme council. 

It is proper that your committee Ihould further obferve, that the governor 
general and council of Bengal, in requefting that thefe detachments lliould be 
fcni from the Madras prelidcncy to join General Goddard, aiJ^ed upon the 
advice of the commamier in chief, Sir Eyre Coote, who gave it as his opi- 
ttion, that from the hft returns the requeft might with propriety be complied 
with and in the letter written by the governor general and council of Ben¬ 
gal to the prefidency of Madras, on this occafion, it is expreffly faid, that 
tnc commander in chief had informed them, that one battalion of Europeans, 
three battalions of fepoys, and fifty artillery, might be fpared trom that 
^abliflunent, now the works of Pondicherry are demolifccd, without any 
or inconvenience to the fervice; and that the refidue of the forces under 
Su prefidency woa!.d,Jje fuflicient for th^proteilion of their pofleflions. At 
. J^rcommittee find, however, that the expediency offending theie detach* 
indents to join General Goddard was largely difeufied by the governor general 
council of Bengal, in their fecret department; they haye thought fit ta 
length in their appendixi for the information of the Houfe, 
aHj^ings on this occafion, 

Sefidib 
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Befidcs the troop bclonojntr to the company, whidx wc have alitady iUted» 
there a e al <> o he i 1 >ut xvli eh oui;Ut toconitihitt to the fecutity of thd 
C’a nitiL ; V '* tin fr ous of M tiiomid AiU, the raboft ol Aicot: your 

eomiiutret t iht 1 i’un.fou *< i tht ) til utuin of thel troops; and w«re in- 

lorni J bt the it.r\ I’yfoi t rltt eompinj, thit they v\ri(‘ n xt polfefltd of any 
j r 1 the M tboh’a tri)/o>. \(nt vonimitn t 4 nd, tii t i't goxernor gc* 

X Cl il initeo me 1 e»i Btugd, m ^litir Icttir tt> tlu prcli I of M iJras, of 
t(ie 'fi h o ij o j )(i ir> deUicd to h'' tuinillidui > atetiupof the 

I li) L’s llof)j V I I j 1 1 not IvUiiibolo, in Its Ic-ttn i > lllr* tube b ot the 
1 ) Vprtl, (11 i 1 It pitl c ’ to tcwnvc l!(»hi h hi ^ n t' i£l account 

< 1 tl * oj 1 ( ii \ I ( I { 11 ttly jiiid d 11 1 1 td 0} I im. And 

xn inn ii' i 1 C'r of tin it ci Mty fol otv n , tlic cikj! agnn urget 

i* n »b ') t ei r a mu itL ti» him f K n In pit (idai 1 1 id re(p c h d ; the 

I ’) i> (t. in 1 111 1 f Hi on the ill o' J 11 , i u all h u enuiit he givcS 

Ti'tr me! (he i( >| iihispij, IiIj folio s “1 fi ivt leduecd niV Kpoys 
t > I n imi el j I 1 il).,].. It tc 1 keepm ; up the (olif (Hii xn> ut my com fy and 

II 1 the Jolt m It. 

“ Oi n ; th u 1. v*i h Fh f^ll) , riidr^ttnl ard th‘t on* bI'Huc- 

< ' p'o e el'll itm ( ii ii it II i v m ^ I oi 1 , iiii'letiti t uhcd'i lev; u derthe 
i 1 iiivi 1 1 ^ lo K *1 e I itl ' f I B ^ f u( t e < n 1 s \t le nuet b( tfe , 

1 I \ n I I II 111 iinnlKi, tit it niooinji the eh i\cut m iintwtinmg 

t 1 1 , ih ueii ol I ll < t 1 J i. 

li t 1 tl lull 1 nj tie t\]»e lit oil, 1 i ledteor oimntsefli I't, and 

t tnua. i' V ucicot it both s ot ihii p'acc, u n-’l kn nt i ti he 

\ '( n \J er I iin u v\ s tikcii, Mr. ' x iieli and Mi. Stu i«ttn 

i le 1) lehtil 1 f to i il lb lU ut 'f'l fi et the incicilcol 1 \ le- 
1 I I M i*n tof the idem O', il chi»/ , ami u Ih vt nothing mote at 

I 11 t 1 r 1 I f ii 1 ph lie m» i i fi < re. , 'he crnijnn}. I railtdfitere- 

II I will, n th'itim’o the tin i t v >, now m lelc niy tftab- 

\ m 1 i ot ( n , mill . I .leiMiiiit ) on eih thefe jiarn* 

e ' J i I a m \ U I { m ul 1 ( f t^ lu n w'lieh I Was ob i^i d to lay out 

II I II ho le '5 ’ lueeoutit I ' It , n 1 I I I ' nir*n lor tin in. At this t me, 

w t ij j i 1 1 I ' * t J h( I 1^ I • Ol c 1'> foi the ahoxt puipoie, 1 

1 c''ntd 11 ' lui tio 11 ihc 1 1 JO c nil i , and in ni). p efent iituation, 

I li Ki t I , I't lo be at lueh a eh i»'t, lion e pciieiicc, 1 amconcinctd 
' I I'le ujJli L (I keep n ; up iioie rtian w h it c ui be tegularly paid ; this 

nub 1 ( n in hoih o to i lejmnnt , \ ii h je lomin.'nded by 
r t ij>e 111 eife I , id th ii i eoitlud 'n tiit I". io| w Ii tmnncT , »\ hen I 
u ml in I iiul 1 load iln i 1 r th i lift, I ajipl) . i i, tint I may bc 
flip lie 1 \i 1 hem out r I tl c 11 p *s It it I b 1 ' re/mt nii hue been 
pi t IV nu unhr rhr cm u oi nu behntd f ^ i m i On h Behau- 
del, \vlio ii ill r i\t p itieulai c I e in t J d It * , i 0 e] i n k; them. A 
|artoi the countiy hi*, ailo b'ni all gi ed towaitis j \ii , oil *heir iricarsand 
pttleiit pu, tint tlK\ 1 i) uiietigo no uriiuu'u m luti t, 1 haielpent 
th' bell p ift ol n X li' tn n amtaining my tiieiuhliiji loi tn Pni^l ih natior» 
and li/.i tun. i't mill thtirtu m't ^ an 1 i hive et' uj'' * in> t i. cn m (ftc 
lime principles of liicndtlnp foi tht bnghni. Ao 1 conhdet my ibut i* tp- 
tioiicd fon as my fecund Icif, and luy blood luns m lun he w II li‘d the 

higheft latisfaelion in devoting it, with that ol the ixcops, m the Itr**-® of 
Voi. in. . 
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die w lie v"! cr « is re juircd, in the fame manner as I have dotie^ 

be etrer react) , in tooiun'’lion w nh the company’s tioops, either in defence 
or the count!}} oi in fi_,htjri; init the tiuimtb of my ^icodb, to lurpafs 
es^en the valour or bu opein tr tops. ^ 

I have jjivtn \ou the bove t irumilini il account loi > our infortna- 
lion. Ihe p ibl L ilc I nt t ti f tr ublclome ftiteof afian-* m E'trope, 
have in fome dtgite helped t> ineteifc !niliute and anxiety lo hive 
thefc things pupctly killed: but loton'v atiti time, but at all tint , I 
am and fluid evtr be leaJy to tuainkll my hcattv kiuudflip fur the 1 n^hlh 
nation. 

“ As iny troops ate now upon a t'Kxt to itiug, and their ifl ns fettled, I 
(hall foon aikhjiL,t the biUntt or n» debt to tl lonij inv.” 

To this unfati i lihuv u count ol tcu ttoojis < r the nibob, given bv him- 
ftlf, your committee << uid du otht it fo n t n, which ihtv Cud in the 
records of tht lompin}, eoiciinn , the nun I i oi tick tio ps it diBti nt 
ptnod>, but i*. it make^ the nu i b tb u fltr nt n t iih ptritd ml iiliu to 
times II uedtot to the 1 ttti ot the d ob ) u uittd, ihiv d > n< t tli nk it 
ixccelUry to mfert it in the. ’u iy of thtir rej on, 'f Invc i did it to then 
appendix tli v will inftit *«.ic, howiver, in u iint of t le ii ibob’s ft i^e, 
as 11 {lot ’ m tl c \c»r I7“6, wliitli \ f me fid i 1 1 ( loi ci M t 

thews, vv liocn u toinmi oe tno ,1 t lit to <> i u, ab il ib Uu tulall imi 

moftcompeu luv hue 'cm 

A noi Mai (Hid uitv K’ ( ^ I foi >, t thi C a na a, 

R ul(H ]Su/ j 

Cavuliy 7Rt^mfnr, of 5 ttc ( <t 'Co men L'3il,towhih 
aiw ittichid -» t mj' n e*- flight armd 11 mltv, did 
two tl lu pieces diu-i.n ! y hoiks, to tht fi 11 and k- 
t im ittiirims i*c \ t mpinu ut t* a. To ti li 

tr If p'ir»d couij my trt r Miop in oflic i — 

fTopsfiij. ^Iimhonot lotompnitso 7.,niii<uh—nliio- 

p Pel run, and 2 ful alteins totath ttmpu y 7^41 

ArtiUeiy. R< g me nko f> tompanit>-< t iconitnti h, eh t(*v Mt 
hu 1 tt n nd R njuiu —to c u h comp my u in Lu- 
ropt in capi iin ind »Uibihtrns — 6 b 

I iiis c rps w IS t In cnt^ealtd to t,ooo 
B attauui s Or lepoys iC with f uropem ofhci.rs 10 tonpai ic'' to 
n battihon, aiu c ich compaiiy ctniiflboi ioc men, 
t k nen i e in # tnenl inuth bctici than any 11 the* 

coi pany s Canutic battiUons - 16 00 

Ttrc/al u I av > 300® 

liouKiyah, \#^tkattvC 5 rry R ijali, ind Kill <'*t\ ’ e t the 

n b b’b cunimand} hoi Ic and ml lutry, at U ik to,000 

35 850 

f If lorf are Sc bendy fepoys ot peon , and tlic nme 
1 1 ifi j tl men lie employed under tit diffcrtnt 

) Dili i <• It nmuldtis; alfo in every loit aiv. gunners, 
t me i Ip dk > or Mahomedaos. 

The 
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rccordb of tbt V. nn *in t u i mn^ the com i mot tht rabob'u C'oops, xchich 

in tje 111 r li ait 1 jiu tnu i f I. Co’on I Mu htv\» intorn r J jo»r com- 

niurte^ h iMn rh \ci 17601)1 lOlnrta’n nmi ft p >j * wbj.h thi n bob then 
h id, v.cic m li oiiUr, i i« u n »1 j u tU t i'cip)it td 9 thoi the com¬ 
pany hiscii sir} IV rciti\ct, ! lu oi , t toenm^iv 11 app nr J, owing 

to his w lilt o( } \ino ih in, 111J il \vl ih rciriiutiic in ]i vn'>\ nuitiined 

and confi led til 11 i th , ind d Ictrull^ S'* 1 time 1 Hvdi i '’v. 1 he 

aitill rv wi m i,tnti ii|. lU oi M ii fiy my 

tlio^of til tnidnnn li »ht r t lltt> at that un , asitwi lutlcimtlft'm 
pan oi the L' irn it c, bu th ii Me im nt" of thci.i hue betiaveu i cetdingly 
Will u til t i.id roiuluhiiu. 

IK lurlheiiiioi i< d vn c m nrr ^thitnnllof the good ict. ujti were 
rntieru and mill cd nit 1 the mb I hrvict, which w u tin. u d n that the 


t m pmv 10)1 r , in i t i J A nlf rhn tb^v t laii r’} aeu,(onhfl- 
10,/ oi in ) oi th lOVM r i d , ulu m ox being ot thw highct ta, >1 hloors« 
of .vhir-l tliM «ltdt)bi couipotcd. 

( o )rrl >ui i t. Ill his mem in il preftTted to the prefdent i d c >uncU of 
F It 1 C» t tl' tbrli Dtcctnbcr 177O otleiv s, that tin t 1 < bh'roopsjj 

ti > bt 1 ,1 t It'll > II 1 , and thetei irc n I kv pt in cot if me U c ^ hue and 

t itu {, cii 1 » , a h tiuiik , be mn h dtpmitd on m tin 1 pi j u ftate, 
Fne o 11 Un dmnicdii lutSi (.sco'gt, n their Ittti i oi ihi. ed July 
I7"7» fill i i* ** ^ P**’ bon the liijc ant us cont t Iv owTog 

to ieti, vtrcni nl> b^tomtih Is, b it u uH dangeio is lo htmfclt and 
to hi c luiitty , ndt'tv ill* 1 w nda 1 ’d. tlijr thf \ had tc ifon to lp^ rehend, 
ftoni tbr cold ft of f< lu )i In ^u hvvvhi h Had avivnliy mutinied and 
4 0111 ntd tlicit 4 Hi tu, thit thetc i ou d Ihntly hue been i gtiieril rvvolt of 
ihi whole u ii) ltloni,ing 11 tl e r il ob. Aiiu Goveiiior RumboLl, in two 
Itttei , to the nibob, dittdtlit7ih AuguO and il iJttcinbtr 177S (which 
join tommirtee have put iii the Appendix) lepitfLiits a itmtiny ot the na¬ 
bob’ cuiln, piuicuHrl) tl two iC'^iincnis, m thi. tnoll ilirming light. 
-—He lijs, in his firrt lour, that there i*- an ablulute ntceflirj for dif- 
cliJij^.rg rht -jd rtguiieiit, tl at bad muim cd, without lof» ot nme, and 

tint ihc rcil ol ins 11 o ips fh 1 lUl ei her bt pud rtgulail/, or toti’U d lbind<*d, 

otherwiit the t iinitie vvul bf m moit dinger fiom the n than all his enc- 
raici logcihtr. And he t re aUts his letter tn thefe word> ‘ 1 hit if fome 

means be not iinredireK tiktn to eit ibl ill them (the nabob’s troop*) on a 
btlter footing, 1 (hall carniItlj^iecomnund to jou to dtlbind the whole, and 
tiu'l inttic'v t) tlu company tor the prou ti m esf ymircountn, which will 
be mucii iattr, and lefs tApenUve to ifou, thin the prefent moiit *md in 
bis fevotid lettM, in which ht gives aa icc lant of the icvolt of the 
menl ot cavahj. ht Ih it this mutin), in all its rircumilan ps, » like 

to what h IS ahead} happened in v xrious parts of the Cainatii. ” 
terw irds adds, th it the dang« r is now become fo alarming to of 

ih« country, and ihreattus fuch violent conleij^ucnucs \v the 
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nocent men, th it if f Mne tt m dj bt i oi 1 lAdutl) applied \oui h *;lincf, 
tbccomjMiiv l•bc ol' g a to inieifi rt nu v\aj cr othci, tj prc^c at tne 
danger from appro lelon, to to *bt » « v 1 don.” 

Mr Sauiui, in lji» i(U uc ol (^ib Ji i i,do, < ^ Wub t gau’/'^ ibc 
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atthelamf ’.mf lit it tlitfaid ta\ drv le pi <* foi tht month u Ot- 
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< If, illcanit, till tonimiiitin ofJtLt t tr * i ;rhf hoi^*-, it ineiatcoi: 
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6ty o the defetiee of the forts, has futniflred thofe who were fiationed in 
thecn with an taf3 esculc for ’ avinjj fo tamely givtn them up ” . 

Ardau ieprefLntioj[i' ’hedifti ult3 ot feuding lupplieb ot jloies^.^ proviftons 
to thcremainmg g4mfc'n , htadil , “ in both of whiih ihc) hw\<, been kept 
^nddoufl) deficient.*' 

111 »IS letter to the coii'^ of dirfffiiA of the ^oth ofNovimber 1780, he 
fays, * tint tht diaughl bi llork nt dtfitieni in nuiubi rs, and of wlntthcte 
art, nrany are fo wcik i to be inudifjuate to tlu ui \ n.e u |iurtd of thtm— 
that pfivihons of evtrj kind wtre 10 <cme, tli u ilie tr f j s in rtrap could 
only pificurc a fiantv lipply W o it da)’6 exptntt. Tic thoecuiitiy 
around vithin five in 1 s ot M..dri8 vvi tntiiclv plundt td 0 d hid wafLt by 
H)dti*»cavalrj , ihii higt bodies Hill tont luie m ml il ir, 01 courft no pjo- 
vjfaons are to be protiirtd ti' ondtMtiii k, tli» lu n t * inlinhtbi- 

tants wtic m'lmtiimd thi h) fnpplus liotn B#*ig»I, and up in vthich, he 
w IS forry toobteivt, thtj rtiuit pun i,ulh d |<iij loi rli*ii tiituri lupnort. * 

And Sidliti in nitninuti of tli., -»9 h o' J I'y 17S0, a tew di)-. dter 
rejtam iitiuni auivfd of llydtr Ady’s iiropn 1, f-i\<^, “ InUadofal- 
limblmg lui n ] ut 1 f oui irmy as wa ^ ipil Ir* or n mg f nrt h id igiinft 
hi (Hyd rAluS fop'^) iiid i uiai g ouryunions n 1 ihte ot deknee, and 
pn vidipg the u c ms whuli an on y m ^h bt f pj nrtd, ou** iinh4»pp) ir - 
a/hvit} pieia Ud os r evsiy do \ \ ! uh ut osid toout cun thnai'tei**, to 
cur empll))eT^, or 'o the nnleribii. i ilubiiani'' o i icuntiy^ now lufttung 
ftom hie nnd i 1 jM, whi h di j tnd i p m us fu p itfition.” 

ilcinth T d, “ Jbitoui tio j' \tit ta n rtd in Imdl dtracl nicnis. 
Without holts or guns , that our pis i,»il gitiitonj uf'cvihout ainnuin- 
tion, fiorts, or pioi 1 >n% toeuton t> <ni to 1 1 ir.» h gt , I’l it i nun bti of 
fmall foils in the Carnaiit, fuch a Wandtuifli, Cii«n„<H)l), lirite, and 
snatn orbers, he poti Ihc o* wh 1 ive tok us (o iniii hi i >od nu trt ifure, 
are either Itrtdefcntnt is, or ^iirsl ntd by a feu coinpanica ot tht nabob’s 
fepoys, u ho uvt not been paid In 10 months ” 

And lo'’ 1 er inlcrmation bo this head, jour c rim ttce tl ink proper 
to rtfei to a totmer part of tlu-. leport, where it is l*at d, “ thu tl t nabob 
complaintfe of the ftw troops he had to dtiend ih giriih n towns, and that 
inary of 'Iilii icq i red lloic and lepatrs to tbt fditifKJtu ns, and that h s 
capital WHild foon be itr chd, if it u s not itunyihcned with additional 
troops aid fortihc air n , that he had iodg d grtar miga..inc of ill kinds ot 
fiores ti tt, and the | tine i al foils ui ^ lIIoic, (, W aid< walli, and 1 n> 
cbipopdy.” 

Th y rr’fpr atfo to another part of thio report, win it it is Hated, that the 
r»iih of 1 injure, and ISI ijor Maclclhn, \\h> commanded the toiiqnnv’s 
troops at I lily re, rtpRltincd the neciffi y of icpintion to the tort fications, 
and of It iifortcipents to liu ti oops for detente of tht country, and ot unlleiy 
n en to woik thL.^vins in the lu.t., theie being none at prelent thsie, but a 
few n V hJs ” 

They r fci alfo to Melirs Smiih and Ji hnfon's niinutes of tin i8th of Oc¬ 
tober 1780, Ic OIL flufcd, wheic it is laid, ** That thefitfi inttMucnee thsy 
hai of Hjdti Ally’, motions, wis accompanied by aecou ts that his cavalry 
bad afluallv bmiir f'onjeveram, ind finding nothing to oppufe them, wtre 
pufiiing jn towards Madras, and that the majority neglected to take any one 
z • ftep 
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jtep by wbic^ tbnit&i&ity be fe4i!^|pd/,ii'bV»l:<^be’eflei»Jf^s^'^^ '^\,' 
tered iato the ht^rt of£‘tbe Camstic, and }>cnetrated to d igrcai^'eacttnt^otli ’ 
i^tth and fnuth ; and that for fcveral days after the inrafion, the fam 
happy indifference and inaifUvity prevailed,’* • ’ 

I’hey refer alfo to other ])arts of this report, whcfie It appeata tkjr Sif 
Heiftor Miyiro, with his army, were in great want of provjfioos, bothrbile 
they were ac^onjeveram and in their«tre !t from being at therif of 

thefe places Obliged to heat out paddy (rice in the hujks) for the imnitiiate 
fubfiftence of his troops; and unable rc#match from rhence with the wWe of 
his force, in order to lurin a juudfion with colonel I2ailHe, for fearof ,baa- 
doniiig this, the only ftore of provifion which he Iiad. 

And your committee find, that Major George Manic, chief engineer aFort , 
St. George, having, on the jifi of July 1780, reprefented to the feledfom- 
minec, the neceifity of expediting fome works to the fort, which, hdfays, 
would, before that time, have been in a compleat ftareof defence, b^near 
the quantity of materials which he had every rcafon to expe< 5 l had beeifop- 
plied; and having applied for fcveral other things to be done, whit he 
thought neceil’ary for the defence of the fort, the fele^l committee gaverders 
accordingly. 

For the further information of the Houfe on this fubject, your coifiittee 
have inferttd, in the A|«5>endix an account of ordnance and militarjlfores 
font to Fort St. George from the year J775 to 1779, both inclufiy; and 
all") an accouni of arms, ordnance, amiminition, militarv ftores, an^jrovi- 
iions, remaining at Fort St. George in December 1779 and January 780. 

And your cozninitree obforving, That Sir Kyre Cuotc, iti his fovai let¬ 
ters to the focretazy at war and the court ol: ilirecfors, complains tit Poo- , 
dicherry, exc. pring the tonifications uhich had been defiroyed, is every 
other refpe;t open and couvouient for the recep:ion of the Fz'enchin calc 
oi rhtir landing in that country; that when it v\as evacuated y our 
tipops, on Hydcr Ally’s invafuin of the Cariutlc, all the Frent inha¬ 
bitants wcie left in luzdifiurbed and ample pt'ficifija 'of their houli, with 
only a refident to tend rvvt-.r tlu in ; the cozirequrnce of which has bm, thac 
they have rilcn in arsits, Imvc robbed the vefidear, and iVi?h fixed moncta 
at his bread, obliged him ro lign a pjqvr, the contents of which he LW nor, 
and have railed two or tlirec batrahoas i,i' llmoys, uhich they call Oder’s, 
and which lie, no dcmiir, nays tor, lint u hi-h bear evldmi marlstf the 
chdi e of men being bhencts, as they .no c*i!t.;ly cojnpofc'd of tic who 
were formcily in their IVivice, ns Ixatcd befort-; and as the negiefVf the 
compzmy’s firvarifs isi rids rrfpt-ct znay be impatv-d as one caufo of C pre« 
fent fiate of ibe Critn :!''c, your committee have thought it right totquirc 
into the conduct of the company’s i'-rvauzs on this i.cc,4(i./Zj : and tl,’ find, 
by the lath, i ^lh, T-4.th, i ^rh, 16th, 2cd, azid 23d ar'iclr-of capibtion 
for the lurrender of Pondicherry, dziticl the 17th October 1778 (awhich 
arc inferted in the Appendix) that the fortifications and public bni.ngs of 
Pondicherry were not to be defiroyed uittil furthei inilri'/lliosis v, crexeived 
from Europe—that the ecclefiiifiic and reIzgioits orders, aswti! e ralf- 
fionaries, were to be fupporied irr th^ full enjoyment of tlieir houi, their 
property, and in the exe'ccile of their religious fun^fiozis, as lon;is they 
behave with propriety, and do not eudeavyur to nu'kc conveits eperfons 
! ol’clfing 
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? :,<^ipiCe^. jjerantted to remain at PoncUeherry, without mokllarino,, and 
the .fame j>rotC(^,Hon as the free fuhjc^ls of his Britannic Majeliy/,' 



jr^'Ug^n they he, who htad ferved undt; the Frenih f.ag, {-i'.mld not be trouh- 
Jed omolefted in their pofirfhon’;, or,lu their [ emuii, on :u.iount of their 
fdrVUs, and of their aiUviimcnt towards the f'leneh r.atl.'ni; and tlua they, 
Its wi as all other Frencii Euiopean, or Indian iubjcds, fiiould be jiroiet'ted 
fronahe povter ot ail Indian orinces, 

AI your committee find, That the prcfident and felcfl commitrcc of Fort 
St. Corge, in their letter to General Munro, of the aoih Oct.btr i/^S, 
ajtprfed, in general, the ainclcs oI capitulaiion, but exprt fled a uif; ihar 
they ad been left more at liberty with refpert to the rortirtc-.ti<ins of t'ojuli- 
chert; but General Munio, in his Icttei <d' the 23d of tije f^me n)0''ti!, 
defeted his coudutt in thts relpcti:, by referring to a letter Iroin the iVcrci 
comiitecof the court of dircdlor-s, dated the 15th «>f Apiit 1778, vt herein 
it is id, “ In cafe of a fucceisful altHck. on Foudicherry, it will be expe- 
dienrf.8 war is not yd declared agauift France, that e\try thing JaouM 
rema’in the Hate it may be in at :he rime of the* captute, ti- fui as can bet 
Cutiliflit with the companybKpolkllinns.” 

Aiicyoer committee find, Tluit on the xath 0;’{anuaiy 1779, the rre- 
fidentid felcift committee begun to make iirejiarations lor the oemobi'isiz-. ; 
the loifications of Fondicherry ; and li.iving on the. ii’.b ut M.acii rmluw- 
' ing, reived further diipatehes iVoiVi iIk: ii-,jet commuioe ci ihe Cdiiit of 
dlreftc, datt-d the ,3 tit of Augidl pii-ecding, by C'oior.cl James (hippei-, they 
unanirudly reloived, that the fot > dt^ arion,-; he tiemaiillied rviihoui lots of 
time; nd that the n.ibob be applied to, to ailill on iliis occalion with as 
manybourers from his country ai he cat! poibhiy fpnre. 

On le 3111 of March, Inlcruc'tions were given to Captain TliomasGioIs 
for ihtnirpofe, directing him U* confine himlelf to the demolition of the 
fortifitSons, which uruit be aecomplilhed in the molt efltctual ;;nd expedi¬ 
tious nfincr. 

Andiouv s.«kixniittec find, That on the ryili of July 1779, the prefident 
and feft tommlttce refolvcd, that the onf, budding w'lhin the town of 
PotidiUrry ihat fiiould be d>.ftroyed, was tbe jKiwder magazine; and they 
gave ditcTficns for the dcilfuclicti of ir, as Lon as the miiieis could be fparc'd 
from tlifortificatlons. 

^^^ndbur committee fitid. That on the 51 ft of Ot'fobcr follov\ing, Cap- 
^tiin Gij reported to the pi^lldent .ma felcft committee-, that the tortificu' 
tlons W!^ cfietHu.iliy dcllioyed. 

"youijpmmitrec think it pioper nest to obfeive. That it appears by the 
pruceeJh of the {.ivfident and feleil committee of Fort St. George, «i the 
iith oRl.irch 1779, Sir Eyre Cootc*s opinion, “ That the 

force ofL company was much too w'«ak to afford a pioper garjifon for that 
place :i'.l for iV-'adTas; and that it would be utterly impolfible to put an 
army inje field without abandoning Pondicheiry alt<)gether, or leaving it 
} iniccure us to render it a fure facrificc to any force, how'ever 
fie, that might attack it* 


iicia lUtf 
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Wicli ftfpctS to tbt infti u^otis given at the time that the tioopa wete or"* 
tiered to maah fiom Pondkbciry, in txiniequence of HyderelUiy’s invafiojet 
for removing frorn theote the Ircoch officers and vetmnv ana fuch nthet* 
perlops a* it was improper to leave iheie, and the manner in i^hieh »hefti 
inftruCtions weic executed, your nomtiurtee think gtoper to refer ro e«t e 
of two lerffers from Coh>nel BrauRwaite, commanding the troops at that p 1 $c » 
of the Sth and iith of Auguft i7Sb; wh],.h aic all the informanoa yotuc 
committtee can piocure on this fubjed^ and are as follows; 

txtraSt of a ietur from Colonfl Brmthwaite to thtprpfidtnt mdfehJl commftee dk 
Fort St, George^ daihd Foadithorty^ the %tb of Auguft 1780. 
flonourabic Sir, and bats, 

** In confe(]uence of the governor’s advice, to frnd from henre the mill# 
car)> French officers and veteians, and iuch jjierfons as I thought improper t<| 
remain m Pondicherry at thisjunffure, 1 (ignified, by letter to Mcflrs. Pivts- 
roo and Cagmtve, and all the military, that it was >our orders that they muft 
prepare to tmbaik m twenty-four houis on boaid hts Majefty’v Ihip Siiti le, 
in order to go to Madras.-—My rcafons for pitching on ^!ir. Pivtr m vt*TC, 
that as attorney gentral for the French King, he might be excited to f i^ce -i 
leading part in any attempt to rt effabhih the French dag here when I w -1 
gout, becaiifc then, were many reports concerning him, and becaufc hr fa id 
long fmee promifed to repur to Madras, to withdiaw an nnjufi inemon 1 he 
hid wiitten iivto you, and had not been as go kI as his word, and becaule 
Ironi hi fatiationhc might have great influence over the minds it the 
1 Tenth tuhabitints, and the nttivrs lately fubndinate to the french go# 

\ rnment • my rcafons for pitching on Mi. C.ginive were, that he wis le- 
p'lrttd to bt a grcit pohticitn, and that his gaiUen boufe was every evening 
a pine of general lendezvous for the French, when their difiour enit irally 
turted up>n their own nation, and its pielent proipeids in Inda, and I • 
coniideiid fach meetings as likely to animate them in»|>erceptibly to impro¬ 
per conduff, and bteaufe, by Mr. Guy’* report, he hui fhewn rtpetted con¬ 
tempt of your authoiity, by refuting to ftitw iht title by winch he held bia 
p intation.—How ever, upon a longpiivate comerlation with thefh gen tic- 
men, in which I give them a great deal of idvice, which thev promited to 
follow, t told them, thitif they would declare in writing what thev fo 
V’adity dcchtcd in diAourfe, 1 would take upm ne todilpcnie with ibeir 
btin^ hurtled away in tin manner, and that I wts fure you would appiove 
of nil conduct—they thcitfullv ligtjed theencloitd declarations, and lhave 
permuted them to itmutit and 1 believe this alcit on them has p'oduced 
▼cry good cftidts. 1 had other icalotis alfo for pei nutting them to ftay. 
Which I fliall have the honour of com nun catmg in my letter to the gt ver- 
nor—all the military who weie m any iuuau in to rendet fcrtice, 1 have fent, 
as you will fee by the euclo td lift. They comjila n much, the officers, at if 
they ha\e been lufpCvdied of breaking tfaetr paro . 1 allure them no fuch 
thing is fufpc£fcd, but is the committee is bound to trauftnic them to Ln- 
fope, and we may fuddcnly leave this place, It is neceflary they fhould h|i 
St Madras, that the company may have it m their power 10 fulfil their en¬ 
gagements , and beUdes, fliould avi be conffraioed fuddenlv t»leave it, and 
the enemy were to come into it, it would be a Ihocking'thing for wu to 
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:a of'hoiiour oiiijgbtl^^jtt^uced trt fufier tlit l 


fut) tr«fttnliiiitjib 'cottfequtnc^ of fbeir per&ftftigin frh«i-r paroles*' 

Ibis argMwieftt i&etriB to bstvc wei^t wiib then), not but they want to 
j andi^y, t'hatevea was a French fleet to'dome, they woulinevet in 
fefpeet a6l: contrary j:q tbcir paiolea;^nd as to Hyder, he mighrcut them 
but that they never would ferve him. 

' I have Ihipped off all the guns, amon^ which are nine of Mr. AmcTrick*«, 

f * which I fhall give him a rece»pt on tl\c honourable company's accounts. 

^in £brry to inform you, that upon Captain Nodler’s having, as he palled 
^^ugh here, prailed the brafs twelve pounders very much, | was at great 
: Jjtj^ble in Using ammituition, and getting bullocks for them, as a brigade for 
European battaliuu ; but as Captaio Rigault has pofftively declared them 
for immediate fervice, I have dilmountt.d and embarked them, and the 
'IpWopean forps will mavrh witliout guns. 

J. have allb fcippedotf as much powder and flbot as his Majeffy’s (hips can 
jiijS^ivc, and Have lent other ftorca to the Sartme, till the laft boats were font 



I will not, honourable Sii aud Sirs, trouble you with a detail of the dif- 
gullies I, have had to encounter; they will occur to yon: and it in fome 
■ Jutlings I may have deviated from the regular mode preferibed for carrying on 
|idffnefs, I trail you will rather Ciunmead than blame me for my exertions to 
, the troops under my command in m ition, and of coarfc to furnifli them 
with what was neoelTary ; alfo to dilencunibcr myfclf of powdrr and florea 
' in iht fecureft manner : and if it ihaiPoe found in the end, that 1 have done 
y thjs.ip as expeditious a manner as ihc circomllaBces would admit, and without 
■' fjqt<uiag the capitulation, by lifiiig either force ormen. ccs to any inhabitant 
'■ ^.Pondicherry, or pcHcfitng myfclf of an atom of their property, or an hour 
of their labour, that h.ianoi been paid f<>r, I flatter myfeU that I fliall have 
j^crit iu your ey^'s; that 1 lliali he excufed for having given a receipt for nio- 
/ njpy on the pubix account; mote partii ulariy when you will fee that 1 have 
' given my c-wii yivate fecuriTy ft.r nearly tvs much more. 

^ .,** 1 have nut lignificd to any one iu Pondichrrry, ih.'t I have yet received 
ojdevs to move, of which 1 fliall Ipcak farther in my letter to tlve 
l^bvernor. 

:'♦* There were,fomc prlfoners here under fentence of a court martial, the 
iSrfoceeuiugs of which go by this conveyance to the Judj;e Advocate General; 
as fhete weic fix of rhem ttied for defevtion to Hydtr, I thought them very 
'■ 3 tl^‘.ropcr incoroWaticcs tor this deiKcmncct, they are thmcfore fciit <»n D«)ard 
i flfo.Sartiije—^Captain Sydenham has been written to concerning them, and I 
'‘hgifoalfo advifqd the general of thisineafme with them ; I alfo fend the 



iidivViid" l.'iughcs, and all tlfo coimnanders of his Majefly*s Ihips,. nay, every 
a^fviduii in ibe flceT.,— I hev h^ve ftwoved that anxiety for promoting the pu- 
^Ipliiei Vice on this occ.ihun,. which is the admiration of alt the inhabitants of 
.j^m^ichcfty, who have b&en litilc ufed to fee fuchcoddufi in their marine, 

' 'and 
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rn-to pa!ne,an^ hearty 
exp^ft my ol>i>^«nons ■tb'the'ftl. Tfie’’ 

«npd» iotendioj; to coiatinu*' his coui^fe to thefoutbiviird »• hi? 

** I canoof, hbnoui-able Siraiid Sirs, cotscJude this letter''#tthodt rec^^V 
mending to your humane bonfi'deration the officers and veterana nuw 'fesaf^^ 
you ; maiiy ot‘ them leave very di|trefled fa'n.ties, ’«iBdbHll"noit''‘t>b able t^jfo^ 
to fupoort themf lvcs at Madras, unl^fs allowed free ejuartbrs^ dad even 
baps ftime encreafe of pay. ^ ■'-y. 

** 1 par tcularlv point out to you, old M< Manceau ; his age and diftrejfifefi 
would have induced me to pats him over, but his long and meritorious fervidfe^ 
as an experienced and brave officer, make him too dangerous a man to be lei^, 
within the reach of Hyder’s people, who would force him to be ufeful to bi|^; 
in fptre of his unwillingocfs toVU. ’ 

** 1 bi'g leave to call to your mind, the particular fituation of the woml^^- 
and children of thi' detachment under Colonel Krjwn, who were left here 
receive a monthly fubiiftence, which is aAually fi(>p]>ed from the foldiers^hl;',;' 
Surat, and amounts to about one thoufand pagodas per month. 1 ihall nGt!|^> 
refir you to the monthly retui n'., and {hall only add, th.it thVre U a fair pro'lfi^' , 
peel of my moving by the, night after to-morrow ; and that i fliall cattijr '.' 
with me fifty barrels of powder, and a great deal offpare mulket aTTiinaniticm;^ 
fo as to be able, if it fltould lx* wanted, to p'lih any immediate fupplies intipiV 
the little frontier forts. 1 have already fnrniffied Cuddalore with powder aat4^. 
llores, and Pamacoil with fifty barrels of powder; and X hope to carry fd’, 
meet the general, a great number of fparc bullochs, bpth draught and caf*’. 
riage; but with refpect to provifion's, as all here is the private ftpreof the i:^,o' 
habitants, I kur 1 cannot do more ihuii furndh myfeif tor my march. 

1 have the honour to be, litc. 

John B.raithwaite.’* 


Kxtra^ nf a iMter from liraith’vutijfi' ti> the Prvfident anA SekH 

uk p6rt Gtor^e, AatrJ Cun/pon the Rid Iftlh^ Auguji nth, lyS'O. 

Hf'iioiirabie Sir nnt; Sirs, ' 

1 have to air.re you, that if you do not very foon fend prote^ion to,, 
Pondicherry, the iuhabitanti will he gravinally armed, I have reafoa tothini^i;, 
the minor or polygar is a great rafeal: he never would come to me, or any;; 
of your commanding officers ; a'd this afternoon, as loon as tba Safe guar^ ,, 
of iiime was come away, he went in great Uate to Mr. Piveron, and has pi*6- 
pok'd to arm a number ol his own people, bid, Prench Sepoys. He ffioulA , 
be lent for to Madras. ■ 

{ have the honour to be. f'c. 

John BxAirHWAiTx,;:i^*,| 

Your Gonimirtee will conclude wdth calling theaitcntioaiof the Hotaietoth^ 
late period of thefeffion at which they were appointed j and the hutry, 
coniequence thereof, with which they have been obliged to prepare tbbi^. 
report. Owing to this circumftance,"they have been dopriyed of forae parplb.j 
evidence, which, they had reatbn to think, might have afforded Informati^^' 
relative u> the fubje£t of their enquiry. To the f;une caufjs it mull he attti>> 
bffted, it it ffiaU appear that their report is nett framed ivith ft> much concifel^ 

, * W 
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t| Billet flUSherwjre hare l)ecn. Thty flatter themftlres tht ttarrM^Wj 
§1^ diuemtiaiii>t!iey h itc iui^refte^ fbt-the inforipanop of the Houfc, vrU 
•p^eer to be fatihfuily aa4 accurately colle£l» 4 from ^he mateiials upon which 
tmv are founded ; and as to any dete£i> of a different nature, they mufl fub- 
pit tbemfelyer to the bdulgeoce of the Houle* 




REPORTftom the (X>MM 177 FF vf SFCRhCT^ a^p^inted ia rn^uhe 

Cavjcsof vjeWartnthe CARN4Hi\a-'t ‘t>J tftCondtUoh oj tht Rtf 
' i j ta tb(^f Pm is, 

TTHE Committee of Secrecy appointed to inqui <• ato the ct ifes d riie 
tuar that iiow iubhffs in th^* Carnatn., and ot thepuTtut conditum ol tbq 
3)iti(h pofltflions in thoft p*trtb, aud tn i^pr’-f the Hmt to thf* iiunft, vnt’i 
thdit ubfervatioos therettpon, in the louift ot ilitjt en^j^uir.is Inv nj» IolmhI 
Jbttual Ipcciat matfei't relattntr to the coud'iit oi bti 1 honn'^ Rumh 'd, 
3 ^ronee, and John Whitchill, Efquiie, wlnlft th« s weit K{pet‘t\ci' ' 
Tfmors and pieGdentb of P'ou bt Gei)rge, and if d ptnt'cncii. , nd »llo of 
theij rc^peftive couual«, which appear to them pt« pi i to hi ininmunu ^el 
toxheHoufe; have thought It tlieii dm> to m »lf<. a i* port of ihofe i)»ei i/il 
fjnatters as eaiiy as if has been pffRbietnt thttn lo t> do, wi'hojt wntti’i^ till 
(heir further enquiries fliall havt tnuhled th« m to ton^ple'e a genual n jxirt 
Op the caufes of the late difit'crs iii the Carn<itu umcK tf ey have n'tton m 
beiieve will dtrnand their grcatcH Uit'iguuc and attention t >r a conlidvUble 
^ jpace of time longer. 

Your commirree find, tliat on tht irth day of June 1777, the co nt ol di 
seniors of the £afi: India con'pflny gtjntttl a (omimlh m uni'u tb» ir fed li 1 
ting, that in the year 1775 tin) h^d .ippoinied I/>rd Pigot pu fidtnt acd g > 
H^efnor of Madras ; and that he htiiiig taken upon himtlse gomnmtii' ifort- 
jkid, had been violently rtniovcd from h sollue, of uhuh they hu’hl) d - 
ttpgfovcd—They thertb^ rtftored, tonliuuicd, ,»nd re-ippom*cd Lord Ih , 
iimmediately after the publication of the c< it mi(T k n at I ort Sr n d 

flSib conihfuted and ordained Thomas Rutnhiid to be 2d m rouucii, M j )r 
'iHeclor Munro 3d, but not U» nfe to any (upenor rtnk, John Whiiehill 41)1, 
Charles Smith 5th, hamuel Johnion 6th, Pttet Petting 7th, A 1 xandtr Da- 
yldlbn 8th, John Holland 9 h, and Junes loih , p ovidid, th u 

yvfaen any three of the above mentioned Rumhold, W hitehill, Munro btniib, 
Johpfop, anfl Fcrnng, fbould airivc to take upon thtm thor t fticc of couii- 
iillors, then the appolntmitit of Davidlon, Holland, and Danu.! fliould be 
%ikl.— JHiat this corhmiflion gives to the governor and i ounctl full powei ind 
CHthonty co rule and govern all factors and fen tints, and all Snldiei» and in- 
Ithbirants m Fou St. George aifd elfewhere, fubje£l nescrthcltls to rhefuper- 
&l|tending at.d controlling jiower of thegovirnor general and council of Ben¬ 
gal, authoiiaed by the 13th Cireorge III. and according to fuch infiruaions 
Ikhd d»rev Itons as they fitould tiom inae to time receive under the hands of 

thirteen 
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thlitfieii or wore of the direjStors.—That the coramtififton (fsAe^Tlfbed A 
celiion to the government, and oflicea of connctllma iti r^vjAr grAcfatlon^^ 
with in exception to General Munro j and that thib commimun wai not nxf* 
cooipanled with any collateral inftrudions, and was in the .atnc terms with 
thole to all their governors. _ * 

Sir Thonjas Rumbold appeared,^o your commitfce to have hound hiw«» 
fell by three feparate covenants, entered into with tht tuiUi’an), to the f6l- 
lowing*purport; 

The ift covenant, dated ajth lune 1777, recites Sir 7 homas HumboldV 
engagement to ferve them as councillor lor 40,000 pagodas per annum, *0 
he computed trom his embarkation; and he becomes bound ro obey all or* 
ders of the directors, made or to be made, and to fulbl all tidcis Ah<ch he, 
then received, or fhould thereafter receive, that he would rtli.i ail fuch iS 
fiould endeavour to br^aW thofc O’ders, and gise intelligence ot m h e d>.a* 
yours to the court of dirci^ors, and ipecify the name> ot the pt ifon <<> bi« 
obeying: And alio covenanted to abftain horn trading, direOls m \u\ i.C' y, 
and bound Uirofclf not to plead or demur to any bill fceking a d iio^eiy of 
illicit ttadc. 

Thst by the jd covenant, 16th June 1777, he engaged, wSil ’ ’ <* remain*. 
td VI the company’s Itrvicc in any llation oj capacity, th« 1 e In 'uul no by 
!u tt'eit or others, receive any granr ol land**,or rents ilfuing out < f lai ds* 
aom an\ Indian prinecs, (Hating their various delciiptionol or rh“r e »ants, 
or am money, jewels, or pihei etlw.c 7 a, for any fen ices tv b.* p« liu m' 1 by 
(iiin to (hem } and that all lu^h gilts ihould be conltrued to be .or tiic ale ot* 

T 1C con p my * 

That by the 3d covenant, dated 27th June 1777, confidera-ion of hi» 

I mg appuinted governoi, and ot 40 000 Pagodas per annum ialaiy, and «t 
\ mgaliowtd to lefide 111 the Fort Houle, with the life of the phteaiid tur- 
nituie, and oi bt,ing allowed a ci'inmillioti on coial as ufuil, he bound him* 
f ll to caiij on no tiade excejn tint of the company, and alio excepting the 
idrot fui 1) s^o-'da niid meichan 1 ae as he Ihould ha.etpoi hand unpaid tt 
tbe time ot his raking upon him the goiernmenc, ami alfo excepting the 
ioltcdioD oi tach debts . s (hou'd K rawing to him ar that rune, m reipedk 
ot t> ide theictoJiiie cariu‘d on; and lurthei bound h*ntltU, that before be 
iltould proiccj to recover any luch debts, he ihouid deliver, 01 caule to be 
d livt '<d, 'o the picf'dtur and (oui til ar the council bo ird, on oath, a fpecl^C 
.111 1 puiu ulai .11 count oi all luch louis (if any) as he ihould hive been Coni'* 
run ll in, and (hould Ipcciiy and duclaie hou luch loans lerpeflively were 
dtit and Icctii u, and dcfci ibe the w hole tranfaction horn the beginning of fucli 
loans ni d alfo, that he would acu pi and take fiuh falary and lUkiwances 
in full fit slafVi }n oi all hes oi olllse, peiqnilite>, emol inients, and advaA* 
tages whirloevei, and that he would not, dircftly or mdire^ly, on any pre* 
tpxi whatioevti, take or uceive any others.—H< further covenanted to fpe- 
city ill the lame manner all goods and mcrchandire of which he ihould 
] oUeifed, and to difpofe of the fame ip the (pace ot three months i that he 
(hould Jtnd no money to the countiy powers or their agents, and if any focb 
: loans had been nude, that he ihould Ipecify and declare ull the ctrcumftanc^ 
I from its commencement.—Thit this covenant contains the fame clauies 
the former refpeiling his pleading or demuinug to a bill of difcoiery j and 
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Amwl^ ^ dn aide j Ihme o& «ny money Joiiit t6 
o| ebjiSitf ; and 909 per cenr« on 4U picfem . 

Ctkry^^&W etpoJyttim* appc 4 ftd 10 year cummitttc to be alsout 
(l4»b^|P*eir a''diUt|if and thattbe comi*i»fli<Mi on coral apfet*** to amount to 
<#00 iWi* annum* tUr wbole making about /. 18,1.00. 
if lApd^mv ccmnittttf. bnd» that the govainmtnt of Ma lr,t< is r<»nt’ ud fub- 
to the goK.rament gtntral of by aft 13 Gu». IIJ t. 0,, 

INiieh enaft^, that the governor general and (ouuci], or thr* in ] r j ut •'! 

ihall Ktve« and they are nen b> aurh >n£ed to have, powti ui i jpuin< 
" ‘idmg and rontroMujg th« ynieintnent 4nd mametm ntef tie jrt luentiw 
Mfwras, B >mbav, and 'Benrookn rtlpcftMcIj, u» far and lul mMn.lv is that 
^lal} not be lawtul for any pieiidcii md connul of Maori , Bj nbav, ut 
jfcoclen* i«i the time being, to mikt anv rtdtr* foi rjin 1 l k 114 I tlih- 
or dttlt»r r g O’ nulsm; tt*r agan*ft any limian j)i*»u » } a ti ,01 f{ r 
^otjlautJgair cot cUtuinjL ai v iieuvof ^leiCworotbtrtiL '> \ n't >n\ fu h 
;in primes or p wt jo, wuhf t the < 1 knt aid ipp ob ten ol ilit ivid 
jjlkl’crnor gcneiat and iuanc 1 fii P had and ol> air(.d, «\rv^ t vu iuc \( d r f 
^mbient oeteffitv ah vion d nndtr it dannums u p Itpo e Im 1 li lul v 
' ireattes until the t idfi', liom tic govtin< r ‘];tnci il riia v m i il i ^lu .II¬ 
S', and rxtvpt in ftub cafts wbe*‘c the f iv. , i< hiuu't- u d »t um Is rw*p r- 
sJy Biall h ive icoeited fjxi ul ojtlt ij. fj* m rUhidmiuv vv,n ^ ny, md 
prdide’.t »nd c« Uoctl of M uh Be n bi 
in ai))> of ih^ cafts afort iid, ibtll i e 1 I 
li^r rfft’, the Older of t e fait] vein 1 
and council of M in B imhij, 
tgjg, thall, 'nd ttic< are bin hi icf, r uc \- u 
fl^dui tr to rush u Acri ab tlu , Pi ill r c t, 
tUt fidd goyctnoi genti il and < j >11 for h 
iduigeftiiy totrudmit roilu ft d gitd 101 f 1 
* tCtllgt-PCC pi all ’rault tom ti itlti^ Motiiowti, tl \ I i i 1 to rl 1 
r^vJedpe, r< 1 iii'u., to’h <0 micnt rcif i « c or .. e s u| il< In «t ifd 
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t » gtii 111 u tl tointU 1< tic time being 
and tluv au hi el) d <Ued ini uc, ir J r > j \ Jui ■ ’ t, met to dl 

iJi Ml *1 J- »•» the) * 1 . til ifcc.ic fr IT) ih cjo irt r t c ltd I lit lul unit I 

CUMIhplry, ano to < ixtp ;nd fit 11) tiHie r) k.1 v. ti nlmtK in ciigciiflv 
tml iniu to fhe G d lo I t, ,n t\ tf pirritiii,!! V r ip uu ci itcli, tc, 
dfetdof all tt rJiftrtis I vl maiicis It In fxu I tn ililion. tot cii ki ovs 
veUf) gtothi ^ovtniniLi t, cotnuituc, icicaiic'*, oi 1 ’/ o'^th i d 
diS^CQ.rpmy. 

‘I^jhey ttljki fontid thatMr. Wbitthillh i n,, b' n ippiiit d rhnd in toun- 
nvd having entered ’luoCO* sti tuts ot t c ixtcie, 1^ I’cd 10 tiie i| - 
gi|Mioix« iet out foi Ind a, by laid, iuon ti vi * ipp 1 1 enr, ux an ml 

Hlh^adrsr on the 31 fl Augud 1777* .indthub ti r noitiriHii otn 

fpot, b< afted as j i hdci t ; <? gov-^rnor u .,1 c <*di o, 1 ebut uy io i w- 
sAiL Is UCii Su Tl onu Kuuilioh 4 u.id t M b 1 
^heylind, thu tU^bait t n i Cjtpfny arc iiiwokf! nof tle northtin 
i^ecat*. fot vsl 1 1 ) riinmauud was gtanted^l) t*L V il k} < \ Alin 1, <1 ut d 
%ftlh Augutl *76.,,^ and anoiUi y* 11 bv * 01 un of tp Ocean, 0 ted it 

ht^dciabtui caj Mat) on the lath ISto cuib..r I/P6; that on the laln 

4 Apul 
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* April i77f» tl»e court of direfiors gave explicit orders to 
council at '\dadta8, refp Ain^ rhe northern Circau and Jaglkh^ ^tnds, 
t blowing purj>oir * they lepiek xed, that one obje^ ot the catty atte&(ht|i 
ot tiu. ^01 ernor and council muft jOe to acquire a poinpleat knowledge 
thole tenit^ifjes which had Ixen granted to the company on the cpaO 0? 
roma ndpl, and to ettabhih a judiciouii And peimtnent fvllem for their futU| 0 ^ 
^iirairi^ctnc nt, flaring cercun reafons why it is exptd ent to mcrea&i thftt 
Arcticth in »h» 11 own poil» Iims without dimuiifli 04 the refo irce* ior 
inenti, aod forcanying on the eovernmenr, and thAt they are Stell (ttiTUrer 
the[i<^hir 1 nicN tnd n iiilurn Cut ais, cfpcciilly the latiei would U fo 
lapiblt ofaniwciirg thit (k(i''able pnrpfle* if duh CAploreJ and pio^ 
rignli rd, they therefore dire’fed, that wmn the aftatisut Tanjore Ihirdi 
tiuilv idjuded, a tommitceeoi: theoudeilof Fort St. Oeorge, conUibng 
hi e ni n be rs, fhou'd appointed t * make the eireuit ot the northern CircAtyi|^ 
till tluv fliiuld aicerr-i n, witl' dl p iflible exat'^nefs the produce ot thd' 
eomii, rh^ nuinbtr ol i I'lil uatirs* the fl-ite t»t the mtnufattMrci, the for- 
ii Jpl«t s, the grofsjiu uijrof the iCi''«ue«, the irtul & ftom which they 
irib , h( iiii’c b 1 Inch tht y are coUfft^'d, theenugesof collehion^ the 
1 iteilic pi poio >n nl nil) lecc V( d by the 1 ij«h 01 / ni idar, and tint wHiU^ 
t afl it iidujBge illurtid to tht cutr viioi the reward ot hi labour; and 
, ti it nice uinn itc 1 f ciieuit vveie alfj pii t ularl) 11enquire whaf fecontjf 
. il i natj t h t' 111 hu j 10 irt} , h hateourti ti etc wr e torthea-i ntnti^ration 
» I 1 ' <- id ivvUriiiilai rti,uhi I's to tS >fe then litcly ellabliflisd ai 
h il I V tl pie id nt iiiJ count il of t'nr pii It’en^yj mij;hT, with propric* 

, r^ Ic I 11 \lu id into the nnitheru t^iieatj, that it was by no means theit 

'1 to jiiiie he htiedttry 1 ijihs or Atmindos ot their annual incomej^ 
flit c n riT), fhittluj nu tilt to feeute it to them without leaving them 
iin ler ihe i ctbii) ol kttjing an armed force to eoupel payment thereof j 
f nl ilk, t t it u i<i their tiriiell del le to deliver the inhabitants, fo far at 
fitni/btbc j theitpowM, tioiu und le t v ictjons ind opprelfim-*, and thiC 
the ni] 1 jji u »y ot ktifcnng an wit* ir t) b^ > iie tormid ibU t * his neigh* 

< 1 >w » or I ) powcilul, would not w m r ot a doubr, thx the/ never ap* 
fpioved tht p w \ 01 rhe eomp ny*i, I we *ipte i r and council, in coufentmg 
>( t > tciepi ti 11 tt butc, or luch cjiiiput c u fit lands as Sttteian Rauae. 
Ill ufii tiui k piojy I t > Ti K , w uh lit aieeiinpj 1 j in iny degree the value of 

54 ' b 1' -lud, rhir it >t \ tsrruc, tlm hib pow< i hid therctoie tendered tt 

ri ti s to iifk his dlipk 1 l\ admx ui„ eompe itois to bid for lands, 

I il w iwt,h time lo eo e f in it 1 \ her 1, and todiidlow the ketpnguf 
t'l r ti > )| s r lan the e mip >’ m the C iie iri, mwe ef r e all; as fuch troopA 
t < ici ' Ijcit to ihc eo npiny'j ouk a, but leiiilcK lihcir rcuailtj Itfs dc- 
eoil I t rh in they ou,^nt to bf* upon the eompiry's i ii 011 y and controul; 
d oiiititoeii ble the comp lai; to llr ke at the H jtu* that evil, tlwr com* 
uut of ciicuitwtK ilirec* Utictketbe ni fl eft it il mtalurcs toi afwer* 
inin,» the flicnprli of t leh ruah, /Miiud-ii, 01 1 udholdei m theCircarsf 
exptnee ot hi> houlht Id mdihatot iiiatic pb, tl e nie*aus Le might ha\e 
dt fr ying Inch c\ptni($ and tlw mu il i oi nt^utar fC] nys whch it 
oiild l>c nreifar; for rhi turn; mv to m.intun wi ihe refpeCtive dtflri^^S, 
order r > k tp t’)*ni ui die lubpi'on* d c .n idd'cion of military 
rtU,f''h wun a the cem^ ny $ ^ollcdionj i.tin<-d lo abloluteiy neeeilary, and 

M 
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M tlyey^ C0Uli|^ htve m doubt but that witb proper otcooomjr a eonfiderabl^ 
mirce might be mAintalav'd in the Circars, and the annual rent or tribute re- 
‘’xnirted to the cCompaay's tieafurj at Fort St* George be neverthelcfa confi* 
derably incrcafedi they tbeielore refolved, that every military man refidio? 
in the Circtrs^ fltould be abfulutely iindfr the company's command, obliged 
to ierre the company whertvci he might be wanted, and not leftht liberty to 
take pait With the company’s enemiea In cafe troubles lliould arife^m ri'e 
countty. And < her faavini$ fully iuveiligated the provincial accounts of the 
Circars, if any of the semindars fhonld prefer rtctivmg their income ^om 
^e company, and ieUnr|uuli their hereditary claim-., the direiffori had no 
j^ie£lion to allowing ihtm fuch iiipends as fliould be found rcafonable, in 
Heu of the benefits anfing horn their remtnduries. And as it was the com- 
|«ny*s inrention, on the expintion of the prefent leafes, that the Commit¬ 
tee pf cirCtiit fiiould proceed to let the Imds for a term of years, in the fame 
manner as h*id been prawtiicd at Btngat, it was the company’s oidci, that the 
IKmbdars fhuuKl have thtir option of rettiing upon flipends, oi of continuing 
t/> rent the Ian *8 at a proper valuation, but it was a pohtive command, that 
proportion of the produce to be rccfived by farmersof cvciy denomina¬ 
tion, Ihould bt afcertained and cvaCtlv defined; and that ir fliould be an cx- 
prefs condition in evny hale, that all farmers who Ihould exadi more than 
their due ptoportion from the undertenants, fliould ioifeit their farms; and 
thegoveinor and council were to take efpecial rare that the means of rtdicfs, 
in cafe of imp >fi‘joa ot oppreflion, ihuuld be rendered as eafy as pollible 
hnd the court if dircdfors, in their letter, dated thefe as the outlines of the 


plan wh'uh ility iviled to fte adopted for the Circau* That in regard to 
the Jaghiic 1 mds, many conhderations induced them to keep the fame in the 
Company’s immediate piflcflion; and unlefs the nabob agieed to fucli ai> 
tangementb as tie company deemed nCieflary for mutual advantage, the d(> 
re^rs would no longer confent to Ins tenting the Jaghire lands, as italmofl; 
fnablcd him to fbut tlic company up within the walls of Madras, and even 
to ptevent them iiom obtaining a proper fupply oi provifionj for their fet- 
tlement; the} t irnfore dire£tcd that the governor and council fliould con¬ 
clude no ag*i*' "nt with the nabob for the above menitoned lands for more 
than one year, and that it fliould be an expreis condition in fuch agreement, 
that the eommit»tt of cneuit fliould be at full iibrity to explore the country. 
and to akertain ibe ical piodtiLC and revenue (lit reof, in the inauner dclcnbcd 
in the mlliuiltciis tflpe^fingthe northern Circais. 

And voiircommittc finu, that on the aBth June 1776, Sir Robert Fletcher 
delivered it as his opin on in council, that the tunc limited by the company tor 
the appointment ot tie committee of circuit had beta long expired, and 
that fhe eflahlifluiientof It ought no longei to be delayed; and alfo find, 
that iroiu this time foiward down to the a4tb Auguft (the day on which 
JLord P got 1 is iinpnfoncd} much altercation took place in the Madras con- 
fultacions, lefpeCting the nomination ot the piifons who flio ild ferve on this 
pommurce ut c'rcust, rhis matter being implicated with the dillentions which 
fitbGflid between Lord Figot and a part of his council.-~It appeared to your 
committee, tL..t Stratton and hts council, after tW depofition of 

Lord Pigot, took up the cmilideration of this matter on the 29th of Augufl 
11776, and appointed thice new tuenibers to be oftbe committee of circuit 



t>' S B A t t'l. 

b the nwiB of (hree gtndenai wliora tlicjr tad (blpenM Atim ilicir ndtm 
iMcottvcil, andthAton the zii.ot Noxember 1776) tniltU^fRt ivtrtefij«tt ^ 
thecommmec of circuit, which then confifttdof Meflii, Joholon, FloTrCf* 
Pcrriftg, Hollond, and Cranfcrd, with 'Vfeirrs. Tuder, Jrfckfon, Ru 0 h 1 j» 
end O'e^i-orv’, who wtre appointed their allilhots —that in tbefr inJlt jflioiiW* 
the governor and council rckiiedlalmoit tntirel) tS the lettet from theoo|lft 
of dircftots of the 1 ath of April 1775, obftn mg, that it waa ft* explkit thf|C 
*>At>rMng could be idded to it, and direffing, th it as foon as certain mem* 
bers named fhouW arrive it Vir^papAtam, the comimtrre fhouW | roceftd to 
carry on rbeir enquiry in the moll expeditious and eftcdtual tnauner poiSblei 
and your committee oblcrvc, that tht governor and count il fiaied to (luiSffe 
inllrudlions, that vrhen their prehut nt (Mr. bcidtton) was in the (■hicat*|^ 
Cncai, J iggcrnaut Raure, th*e prelent reiittr of the Havilly hinds (for whfi^ 
the compini now reenved oni) 170,000 rupees per annum) offe ed, if tkeijf 
uc'-e let to him, chat he would give 210,000 lupees per annum tor 10 yewfa, 
and 4.10,000 rupees per annum for 10 yeau more. In expeffaiion of icohfii- 
der ible improvent from this ciicunift nee, the kleft cohimitttc required th*t 
the lalueof thtlc lands ftiould be afccrtained with lome degree of prectiioo>— 
\oui committee perceived i gieat difpolition (hewn in thtfe indiufbon , to 
am tit to the heredital) lights ot the Acmindars, and a dthre that in evpay 
diOnCt tnquri' hould be made into the nitore of the grams, bj which lattda 
ofevti) rieitription woe holder, by wh j n thole grants were made, wbftt 
the produce was and to what purpok appl e<l. 

And 1 our tomniitic‘t fit d. Hi it on the 4rh January 1777, a quoram^of 
the comm uit ot rncmt pmeteded on then bufinel , ocing allowed tolorei’t 
pay -ipd i» lit i for theinlelve*', an I captain's pay and batta lor then aluftatnst 
in L n iqutnre of a requclt by Icttci of the aSth of January 1777 ; which 
^w IS ifitrw irds objefted lo bv the court of dircftois, as greater than was we* 
cLilov,—It apjeii to \our committee, that Mr, StrattonS government# 
luucl ipprovtc ot the inlfttiuion of the committee of circuit, from thetr ad¬ 
vening to It inline halt!) upon their acctifion, and from fbe Jn(1ru6tioi s which 
were given l>> ihtm —1 hat Mr. Whiieluli and his gove nment no left ap- 
loved of It, ippt tred tiom the Madras revenue conltiltations of the jth of 
becenber 177" ; which (fares, that the board obfericd that a variety of 
c I fcb hid combined to impede the execution ot the dircirt ws* orders, reluivtf 
11 the committee ot circuit, ahd that they were juAl) itnhble of the advan- 
t ijijti ro be dcrivtd from the due dticharge of that important commSion, and 
rl at thry refoived the bulmefs fliould be prolecuttd without lo(* of time, and 
theicfore proceeded to hll up thevicaucies which had happened. 

It aHo apotired to your ton'mirtee, 111 it certain offers having been tranf- 
mitted (tom Ganjam to Mr. Whitehill ind the council, for increaiin^ the 
eampan)'8 revenue upon long kales, they kept the company's orders in view, 
and forcbore to give any opinion of the nieans prnpoftd, until ih^ (hould 
itceivc the report ot the committee of circuit, and refoUed, that tl# htgheft 
offer for pnr year oj^y fliould be ajrecpted ; ai d that they wrote a letter to 
Ginjam oil the loin of D cembtr 1777, to that efit£l,*aiid on the i7ih con¬ 
tinued thf* Jaghite hids to thenalob tor one ■yearonl) —From hence itap* 
preted, thdt the two governments which preceded that yt SirThoiras Rum- 
bo'd, faw this mtafure 10 tbfe fame light with the court of directs. 

Voi. Ill. ' N Yeur 
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Yi|>iiV4leamtiiiitM|tD4, That two months after the date of this luinislet 
idl^ flth of |!eoiUAr]f *77^1 rhomat. Rumbulu arnvetl at Madras, and 
jjtpdHl upon him the gmemment, and th » in about fix weeks after, vu. on the 

S dn of March 1778, he began the abolition of this commutee. At n cun> 
tacion on th«itt day. Sir rhom is Rumbaldy Mi. Whitchill, General Munn f 
r. Smith, Mr. Johnfon, ardMi* Pen mg bring prclcnt, the preiident ap 
|W«ri to your committee to have delivered m a niinutr, nhnh ftitcs, that 
the court of dircitor* apfiointed five members of the board for th.** ^n- 
^ice, ho finds by the ie!eoid>; that th<.ir orders had not for lome time bet n put 
in eKCCution; but that HI lafi B commitue had been formed and itnt: that the 
aixpeocc was and tiom the reduffion of the mt mbtrs of the council, 

li was impolhbie that the\ could now be ippointed foi thit fervict,. ** 1 re> 
cbmmend (la>s he) as a much inure eligible plan, for theprelcnr, that the 
Comniiitee do not proceed, but that the Etsnindats of the difierent difirids m 
yhe northern Cirears be dtrei'led to icpair mimedutely, and without lols of 
time, to the prcfidcncy, which, I am perfua cd, uill give us tn upportii ity 
of gaining the moil coinpicat knowledge of the iUte of the company’s L ictr>, 
Cp important to them. 1 am the more confirmed tn this opinion, when 1 re- 
fhsifi, chat hitherto the difterent remind irs have in fnmedegiee biru t night 
ECi coniidei the iubotdin ite fcttlemcnts under which they weic, as the goveru'* 
ttient itfelf, and a commuiiicanoii between them and the piefidenc^ has been 
ut a great mealuic cut nfi. The leftling the jtmrr'ihundy (ir inbnu ) hen, 
Will give them aconfifiemt m ih t> govcinnunr, and le ih them to h ok up to 
tlS for prutuflion. 'I het uiU of cuuile be v ery read) male ilcs wheie tlie / 
fitny fuppofc ihemillvrs lojur^^d, to make a hnil appe I to iliis board , and I 
have no doubt we ihall, from a thorough iincfitgaticti, and from th. lutoi- 
EUrtioii we receive, obtain a pufccLk,iowjedge ot thole Circus, in a Hioitcr 
tilt e rhao wc can fiom the enquiries* 1 f the coinn<ittc<. ut ciuuit forth it pur 
pole, travelling under manv diiidvanragrs, .md at a grt it c^pence. Xt wiil 
be the mtans of removing ill intiigues and inteicll , wb ch c\er opei ut to 
the d tnfncnt 1 1 the cuinpan}. As I purpole Ca enn/ mate uiily into this 
i ibjc^ in 1 iutuie iiunutr, ] novt that the remiiHlus in all the. noithem 
Circais bei Timbdiatel) oidcud to j rucecd to the prclidctu), to kule the en- 
fuing je 1 Piabondy ; and that the coropany*'- dubatl es (agtni'«) at the difttr* nt 
tiibuidinates, who have genera 1) been cmploicd in the buluicl.. of revenue, 
be ojrdfcied here alfo ** 

Youi romm.itee alfo find, from the fame confultation<i. Tint the meml^ers 
of the council concurred with their prchdint in thele tvim , ai d ** tukin^ 
into confideiatiun theuibje^ of the preiideiit’s miii iie, air icnbble of the 
piopiiety ard force of the arguments he h.iH made ufi ol in Itipportof the 
pj n 9 which aic theieitj recommended ; and be ug ptrfaid«l that they aic 
calculated to promote ibe tntertif 4»f the compari) ihey ilo not beliiarc 10 
gi r rheir hearty concurrence tou rds the atummeoi ut that deliribie cud. 

llefolvtd therefore I bat the appomumur ol aeon mitt c of circuit be tor 
tfw prilciit 1; (pended f lud that the gentlemen w ho c^^mpuie that comiiiitue, 
bt. ipf rmed th it thm nu longer to ebnfider then (cIvks us members theieut. 

Rclolud, fur the riaions fet forth in thepuiidcni's minute, 1 hat the an« 
Xiupl rent jrmm ibundt of the feveral diHr as of ihcic northtrn ciiears, 
be 111 futuie ic tUd at the ffrelideiicy; «nd ib't ihc gtiulemen a the feveial 
igboidmate leidciiiejus ce direded to hgcify to the xemindars under them, 
4 and 




alfo repair hither* ■ 

“ And the more efFedluslly to fi^cure compUanc^ with tills order* 
ther refolw^d, That tlte prtfi’Jt-nt tlo write a feparate letter lO each of the aSB** 
a copy of which is to be fl'anftnitted to the chiefs and councils eiif 
the rcfpeftive fcitlemtnts for their infurmarion ; they muft alfd be diredieil , 
to rcprcfent, in the ihunged inanner, to the zemindars, the neceiHry of ii» 4 ^ 
plitit acquicTceiice on their pait, and the danger of incurring our difplealb^^ . 
by ihewing the fmalleft reluftance or nnwiilingnefs to obey oor coinniani|s4' ' 
w^litch they are to be told wiU be enforced in cafe they Hiould not meet ; . 
a ready compliance.** , . ; 

Your committee find. That the prefident then obferved to the board, tfeftt 
having carefully peruf^^ the records rcfi^efting Vizeram Kauze, it \ 

nccefi'ary to be particular!}' urgent with him.— I'hat he propofed, that the.' 
letter to Vizeram Kauze flioiild be varied accordingly ; and that the chief, 
and council at Vlzagapatam fimuld be inilrrfted to imprefs upon his mind 
the neceflity of paying immediate attention to thoir orders, and the cotilb*. 
ouences w hich muft inevirably attend delay ; and that he recommended that 
this zemind^i fliouUl be furniihed with an efcortof two companies of fepoya* 
which was ordered accordingly. 

In the abolition of the committee of circuit, your committee do not find, , 
that any deliberation, or any time for confideiarion, was required on the pjrt 
of the council, but that this mutter was adopted by them as foon as it was 
propoled by their prefident. 

f It appeared to your couimittee, That in the CIrcar of Chicacole, Vtzerahl 
Rauze is zemindar oF Vi/inagram, whofe tenitory is of great extent, and 
whofi; difpofition is deferibed by letter from the chief and council of Vizaga^* • 
patam, dated 6th November 1777. to be that of a man of no great ability, 

^ and impofed upon by his brother, Sitreram Rauze, a man in their tTiiinatton, 

- ol very bad public character ; and that Jaggcrnaul Kauze, duan of Sitteratn, 
Kauze. is reprefented in all the evidence laid before yohr Committee, as a,, 
man of ability and juilice~ Your committee thought proper on this fubjedl to . 
examine colonel Matthews, wbofe refidence in the Cirenrs from 1773 to 17^-76, 
enabled him to judge of the charaffer of the rhree peifons above-mentioned ; 
and he gave the committee the following information refpeiling them : 

That Vizeram Kauze was the rajah, but the jioiverof the cout.try vyasjtx, - 
rhe h.and of Sitteram Rauze, nhofedewan jaggemaut was, although 
itood to be attached to Vizeram Rauze, with whom he was conneffed by mar¬ 
riage. He dercrii>cd Sitteram Rauze as a very fetifible man, but who would, 
fiick at nothing to carry his point, and has been guilty of many arrociov^ 
crimes. He reprefented Vizeram Rauze as rather weak than zitherwlfei^ 
but a mild-tempercc^nd humane ma '>-«>rather improper to manag^ his afr' 
fairs, as being addid^ topleafurc, «n.d no wavs attentive to bull- e*s.~From 
his knowledge of ^^gernaur Rauze, colo 'vl M.tnhewafhoughr, tb^ witfi hit 
flllifiance, as dewan, the affairs of the country might have been managed by 
Vizeram Rauze ; meaning, however, in laying this, th.;ir the ai|in^i»ifiratioi|, 
ihould refi: entirely with Jaggernaui Rauze, who was a manoff.,n:t;, of general 
good charafler, and confidered as one who would manage the aiSkirs of tbe 
country with lenity and jufticc* 

N z 
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.. That <m the 25th November 1777, «bttlo 

ipii^.lhaA twh %^ch!i pt'ecedliiig the arrival ol Sir Thomas Kumbold, Vixe*' 
had bt^n ordered down rp l^adras by Mr< Whttehtll and coutir 
ciij[ the reafon for which is iiated ;n their letter to the chief and couovil of 
gapatamy to bcy chat it is neceflUry he fhould attend at the prefidency, 
i^iOr^r to give particular information rjefpeeting fome points contdined in a 
from them of the 'brh November, which treated of the ^‘neral ftastbcf 
l^.chicacoleCircar; but that M*. Johnfon, who had been chief of Vi/.a<; 
UltMtemy diiTentcd from this refolution^ for the reafops aiiigned by him 
the {ubordtnate council in their letter to the prelidency of the 30th of 
Ailigtiili to which he referred. 

Your committee, however, find, that Mr, Wbitehill and council, on the 


eyth of November, wrote to Vizeram Rauze, ordering him to Madras, 
amii acquainting him, that out of complimet^t a cornpany ot fe]x>ys (huuld 
c^eWt him thither, 

On perufing the letter alluded to by Mr. Johnfon, the reafons nHigned 
tttppared to be thefe-i—the approaching harvell—rhe expeiTtd inroad.; ot the 
Hui people, and of the Marattas-r-Vizeram Riuze*s large debts—th'r dif- 
ttttbence which continually attend his abfence, which ate drier,bed to be 
^ch as deterred the weavers from their work (which was already in fome 
wteafure the cafe* from the bare report of his intended jniirne\) atid confe-. 
quently that the inveilmentlywoulclbe, impeded.—Thai the dilhcu;ties which 
the committee of circuit had hitherto met wiih, would be augmei»ted tofmh 
8 degree, that their bufinefs mull be fufpended until the r.ijah*o return; 
whereas, if he remained, the invefiigation of his zemindary might be re¬ 
potted to the conimUiee in three moiiths; a circiMnftnncc that would afeer- 
tain the tribute in future, and which would probably incrpifc ic above two 
lacks for the firft inilaltments; but that this inertafe would unavoidably be 
^ Soft on the next inftaUments, if the enquiry were impeded or fufpended. 

It appeared, that this letter, adopted by Mr. T*^hr)f>n in his minute, ear- 
ncflly requelied, that'the Rajah's orders Ihould be coiinrernundcd, or It 
fimuld have fer our, that he might be dircfled to return fpcedily : and pro¬ 
ceeded in thefe words: ♦* as to Silteratn Rauze, bis abfence will be highlv 
pleating to all degrees of people; and w« cannot help expreffing our finceii; 
wifii, that he may never be permitted to return, as we are luily perfuaded 
this is the only means of keeping the Circar in perfeft rranquilit) 

Your commltte found, that ou the 34.th of lieccmher 1777, tltc gfn>l€U)en 
*>f;Vizagapatain reprefenitd to the prefjdcney of M,idras, the rcluAince ot 
Vizeram Kauze, to Corhply with their onler*;, g'vmg as a reafon. that be 
. was much in debt { that his credit was funk by his being out of )xifl[llllon of 
his aticient lelidence; that he was apprebenfive of dellriiflivc inroads born 
bis neighbrours during his abfence^ and that he ivas ready to fettle with the 
codturil at Vizagapatiun for any rejfonablc tribute.—Thefe reasfons arc con¬ 
firmed by letter from Hre rajah himfclf ot’the fatne date,«.which accompanied . 
tl^ formtM*; ivberein h« f^ys, that Jaggpfnaut Rauze wila in a few days fet 
oat' fot Madras, and that his vakeel will iiccompany him V;i:h bis ptefenis^ 
jiR«I.th:tt thefe two will tranfa^ his bnfii cfs—that it is now fhe.time of harvefti 
which requires his whole attention ; that he muff dtfeharge his debt to the 
or banker, ,incurred by procuring a draft in favour of the comjjatiy— 

“ that 
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* that he ha* got to pay the company** payroeat* wfirely 
lilkurbancea in his country have not yet fubfided, which, hU V 

irevent his coming to Ma(iras.-«And your committee alfo liad*' that he,cal»*v' 
ilums in general of his poverty, and that his brother, Sicteram Rau^te, ihw 
;ontriving his ruin.—^It appeared to •your commiucey. that preeioui to thi|/. 
ime Sitter-in Rauae had voluntarily copie to Madras; for op .the 17th , 
^iwvhei:, the pre^dent, Mr. Wbitehill, acquamted tl^Boatd, ihat Sitteram#!. 
ivho had been fonie time at Madras, had applied to detii^cr in propnfils ; 

•be renting the Havilly lands, which appear to have been accepted in ', 

IVhitebilPs government, and will be dated hereafter. 

It further appeared, that on the 27th of February 1778^ Sir Thotnfi^ 
Rumbold acquainted the board,* that not having had leifurc Unce his arrivtp ’ 
to underhand fufEciencly the aft'airs relating to the revenue commirtee of .cti^!;^ 
c.ui| and chicacole Circar, defired the board would defer the, confidcration d|| 
ibcfe fubjefts; which was aflented to; but that on the tjthof April, wh€ii ' 
the confideraiion of thefe matters was refumed, the chief and council at , 
Gnnjam w'ere ordered to direci; all the semindars dependant on that fetclemem^ 
:o repair to Madras without lofs of time, together with Ball ICidnah, the^' 
:ompany’s interpreter—that like orders wvre giveh to Maa.ulipatam at thn. 
fame tune, and tliufu of had been ordered down by letters of the 

^th of April 1778. ^ . • 

The fentinjeiits of the fubordinate chiefs and councils with regard to thi!|i 
meafure, appeared to your comniiftee from their letters on this fubject; fon» 
on the 3d of May 1778, the gentlemen of Maxulipatam acquainted the pre-i' 
lidency, that a tranllation of the governor** letter had been circulated amongib' 
the xemindarc, together with a prefiing letter fiom the chief, recommend*i 
j(Bg immediate obedience; to wbjeh letter feverai uitfvvers had been recei^d,. 
which njull have been unfavouinblc, as the orders are repeated to the zemiu-,^ 
liars on the 13th of May—this letter of the 3d of May is found to contaia 
the folloA'ing puTage: 

^ The departure of the zemindars, ^k.c, to the prefidency, at this time, 
Teaves us little room to hope that they tviil be nbie to negotiare bills with., 
their foucars, fo that we may receive any confidrrsble part of the heavy* 
kifrs (inllHllments) now' due from them during their abfence, which oihern 
wile we were in expectation they would have accounted for in full, they, 
bavin;*; been ordered, and many of them having a^ually repaired hither toy 
that purpole.” 

It appeared to your committee, that on the 15th May, at the fame time, 
that the orth rs to the zemtnd.irs were repeatcii, the prefidcnt obferved. that 
calling down the zemindars bad not im])eded the payment of the balances, 
amounting to upwards of 3,68,000 rupees. The currefpondence abovemcn- 
tioned Ihewed to your committee rhe-fentimeats of the geatiemen at Maxu** 
lipatam ; and the fensimentsof the zemindars ihemfelves appeared ^ leve» 
rai^ letters, written by ^omc of the moh confiderable of that clafs, to the, 
chief of Mazuiipatai^, ihiting the irreparable injury which an abfence from- 
their lands would i^cafion to their private aftairs, and cotifequently to th® 
regularity of their payments to the company; and that on the at (I of May. 
the council of Mazulipatam, in an anfwcr loa letter from the board, reprefent- 
ed th.it they had ufed tbt;ir utmoih endeavours, and that the moft eifedtual. 

mcanii' 
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tJikfrn’ w it»^y cottld dfTi;(c, to ahtaiu a c6nrtptian« wUH 

^ovaers; atid. acqt^iiW(i4 xemmdars by name, who had 


BMicwn* »«»<«}>port hMfctra^ -^ , 

^oon aathey ‘■'ould raile moofcy to defray thetr cxpcnccs. . 

The follow »MS jwflafte is foopd to conclode this ktiet : ** the*depanure oi 
Ike PTinefeal xemindars ftom ihcfe couorrics leaving us deftnuteol }>ecutnary 
&dicef. wbiifi our demands arc Micly to mcrealc, wc finu it ncctlinry to 
M«ke A psirtlcufai* repwfentarion thereof, anfl flatter oorfelves, tnat tlic fup* 
® which, from the ftatement that will be now laid befotc you, may 
^ he nccelTarys tyilJ be granted as fpecdily as the tmtiMe of fueh bufinefs w‘.ll 

t mit: we fi d it oceeflary how'evtr to mneat, that you wil. grant us ou.c 
mediate affiftar.ee, without which our chief reports to us, that all our buli- 

nlTiWs^epVc^^ the Board at Madras appears to have allowed them 

"tiar draw monthly 1>ills < 0 the prefid'ency. , r i. • i * n 

' The fenttmentsof the company s Icrvants, ami of thr zemmuars.tn UJnjam, 

't ' ' 11.n .a 1__ Vr;iin tbi- (.lUnwlOtr doClillH'Dib I 
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t iefe terms: irom me tenor oi me .... .. 

om our own knowledge, wc are well .'■.fibred ot their uiKbilin, wcieU.cy 
W*er fo well inclined, to proceed to the prcfidency at this jiioaure; 

. Arnold hold ourfeWes wanting m the duty « e o.ve to yov.r hom-urs, - did w' 
wet^toint out, tothebeftof our knowledge, ihc dtfitculues which would 
mrife from fu h procedure.—In the ftril pUce, we beg leave to make a hate- 
l,»fnt of the baU: ccs due to ihc compmy from the zemindars you nave bccn 

.©kafed to order op from the p'-erulcttcy. , . i. r, r 

^ "VVe arc cr.tTvihCffd- that thdt; zemindars wotiTd with chearfuln^fs pro.. 
'c«d to the prelUhm-y, were rhey in a capaary to refray the expcncts ol fa 
lone a V/rr.cv ; but \yc can wnh a degree of ce.tau-.ry inform >ou, ifeat 
4hVfe 7.eminda^^, fo far from Iving in a capacity to travel, aie Uarctly ru- 
"Abled to mamtain thfir f.imilies with c! nini< n dmiicy-at home. lu this 
letter feveral p* lirionsV are inclofcd, pvtiented by tlie pruiciji.:! zemtuMl'Ars, 
'l*eorerentinK their in-ibiTny to peit<u-m the jourmy. tor want ot moneya»d 
many other rtaflm?; and among o-.hers, one <-f tht-m makes this apo.ogy, 
rhat^he ii fo exceedingly fat, th.it he h.i8 been unable to wa k Out ol b -:4 

houfe for insny ye*v«i. . . n /> j 

The of this mcafure, in calling down Vi/eram Rauze, was uated 

■■hv the gfiolcmen of ^ izagnoatam, on the of July, in ihefe unns: 
% Unlefs we receive your affiftance, in ihecouru of a month, we fiiaU be 
•in fireat diftrefs lor mei*ny to make the i fual monthiv myn.vnip. ()ur m- 
*C .dv « •arly ». > flwd.” Ami thi. ttuf^ulcnt f .o S.ttcram 
Kaure's wa-1 of pun^ffuality in the making of his large paj luciit^ due, and 
the abtcr.ce of Vizcr.4m and Juggernaut at the prefutenej 
\ And lo rcorntniitee find, That the chief ot Oaryiin writes to ilu- pjeft- 
-'Sfriicy, on i^ih of ]udc 1778, flaiing, lhat he ffiould make the rpja^of 
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C^i!^(bor(. wHett leite^)^' 

¥flur hoftcur/’ layi be, •* ma)f e»fily coodMde# wm 
cance haw id^fficuU an.unUertaking ic will be perfuiule VickeM^ ^ 

rajah, or iodeed any other rajabr<, to compiy with the ord^ 0^ the boiaro 
Wrth regard to their proceeding to the pretidcncy. Povosty^ an 4 their jUtrgd 
balances to the company, and their inability to dXcliarge theta, are theoa^ 
ettcuie* which ought to be admitted?** 

Vour committed have dated above, that the boan|l'^,M MaenUpatam 
by letter of the 33d <.<r May, apprifed the preiidency, ''that certain zetnindil^ 
had t'et out; and they And that thi« letter was received at Madras on thtd 
saih of June, and that on the tjith, which Was three days atterwards, ih# 
pre^.lency directed the gentlemen at Ma/.ulipataui to advertife for propolhli 
to rent the iVveral farms under i^eir management, for 8, or loyearaj hot 
Thai: on the jd ol July they uerc iofomted from Maauhpaiatn, that ho pro* 
(mia’s whatever had been received. 

It :!ppear3 to your committee. That the court ofdirefinn, in their generi^. 
letter to Madras, dated the loth of January 1781, animadvert upon thifj 
and acquaint that prclidency, that it docs not appear to them that any- 
propdirtis could i>e exjiecled, as almoHall tiiofewboie fftuation enabled the(h 
to bid, were at that tune called down to the pieildency, 

T bus it apiK-arcd to your cuinraittce. That remonftrances were made froia 
every one ot the fubordinate I'eiilcnients, fiom whence the zernindars were 
ordeied to Madras; and that the zemindars chemfelves, in every one 
them, compl.-ined of it as a ure«t hardflup imjiofed upon them, as ruinoiis 
to their own private ad'airs, and cunkfpiently detrimental to the interelisdT 
the company. ^ ' 

In one inftance the prefidency appears to have felt, in fome degree, the 
fw'cight of the rcafoning both ot the zemindars and their own fervanrs; fdr 
it! a letter to Ganjam, the 3 .ft of July 1778, they difpenled with the per« 
linnal attendance of the zemindars, and ordered the renters and niUfmedahi 
of the fix principal zemindats to repair to the preddency* 

^ It alio appears to your committee, That notwithft^tnding this uniformity 
'of opinion in all the fubordinate fcttlcmenrs, and univerfal reluiftaoce 
on the part of the zciiiinU.iis, that the governor asu council (excepting Ml:. 
S.nit.i and Mr, Johnfon) never rdlnquiihed the meafu e; but on the con* 
trar;, tU tt the prenJent*s minute of the 20th of July 177S, ftatcsmaoyof 
them as having arrived at the' prelidency, 

Ytjuf committee rinding much reafon to rely on the experience and judg¬ 
ment 01 Colonel Matthews, examined him as to the general opinion ^ 
Madras and in the Circais, refpecling the policy of abotiftiing the cominittee 
of circuit, and requiring the perfonal attendance of the zemindars ; he iti* 
formed them, th .t when he arrived at Madras in July X77S, he found many 
of the rajahs and zemindars there, but that feveral had reuifed to cr^me, fpr 
it was in general eftceined by the people of the country to be an unjuft aitd 
unnecrlfary meafure ;^ai*d rhac the general opinion was, that the laMs might 
have been let as wcj/ wirhout their oomiiig to Madras; and that undoubttSlIy 
the committee ot jArcuit, being on the fpor, would'beft have judged of 
value, and not Mve received diftant rejKirts from othersand that from mt 
knowledge of tlu’licuation and diipofttions of the zemindars and other inhubi* 

\ • Ul^l 
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The iliibifloit ft^ m ^16-^ 

■ihetofiaWIt^^o i^f^, and ^rc«^ OaB}ai»7J©.~Goldiitl M«tth<swt^^l^ 
ri^*ed yoor teDamin^i tliat 'bc'Was of ajwnion that it wa« more for thtt^ih*' 

I of the -comply, and the feeurity of the revet:lue» that the country 
.'Ijiiiouhi be itmkr Jagisern^ dian usdenSitteram Ruuze. 

,1^;;. The next, objeA of,your conmiittee’s littention^ was themanncr in which 
^^^Kt idSfFcreni aeafl^i^^ad bfccn treated wiih, during their refideoce at Ma- *■ 
in regard to the Jeafee of their lands; which appeared never to hare 
'Seen by the board coUetftivdy, nor »n cOnfeiiiuence of any toveftigation be- 
|fo!re.tWe», but nrerely by the governor in |>ei‘fon, whole report was in every 
held tfi-'be fuilictenft. 

They 4 nd ehat ti^ jftrd negotiation in fieribn was between Sitteram Raiize, 
he eamo to Madras, and Mr. Whitthll!, then govirnor ; for it appears, 
'»|hat on the t8tb of November 1777, propofalt had been communicated by 
committee hf circuit, frOm Fadnab Kauze, for renting the Havilly 
,!;|{lii^s in rbeChicacole didrief, and CddiRicotsh’; bnt that on the 19th of 
' liScomber the preftdent (Mr. VVhitehill) laid before the board other propo- 
]i|l||S’f>‘osi Sirteram Rauae^ which exceeded the former by ^yooo rupees on 
individual article; and that thefe lands were, without further invellt- 
v^l^ioo, or without any conditions favourable to the under tenants, let to Sit> 

, Rauze for a ternt of ten yesr?. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon arc 

- /^Umi to have difagreed to the acceptance of thefe projrofals; but by Mr. 
,^fTin^*'8 jtfhting with the prelident, the queliion was carried by the calling 
“jiitoic ot the latter. Your contmitU'e found the records of tire company con- 
Ijl^ined very unfavourable reprefentations of the charafVer and dilpoftiion of 
Rauze, and evinced, that he had been deprived of conhderable 
^^pov/erwad authoritj', to which this a£l, in « great mea<ure rcOored him. 

Your Committee find, That the chief and council of Viragapatam repre* 
\':i)^xed^ by a letter of the I7fh of January 1778, that the prtfhce had ever 
,.©wn to receive reports of the ability and charadler of thofe who propolcd for 
^IbaTes from the cbtef aild council; and that although they had been mortified 
. •i'lty being overlot)k'ed in this inftauce, yet they were impelled by duty to ftate 
>iwmy mcfonvtjnlcncies from this new arrangeintnt; that Padnab Rauze had 
of being o\it-bid by any one at the prcfidency, and if be had fuf- 
i^dlcdit, be w<mtd have. bid more, ar.d was ready to give 40,000 rupees 
iiaoTe titan biiteratn Rauze had offered; that Padnab was a man of fubfianch, 
.rJi^d much beloved as * jwtl man, but as to Sitteram Rauze, they refer for 
t|iis character to his former behaviour in this very dillriit, and the charatffer 

;'jgiveti of him by the committee of circuit-It further appeared to your 

sforommee, that cfa the lorh of April, about a month alter Sir Thomas 
. /^^umbold's arrival, the gentlemen of Vixagapatam acquainted the preildcncy, 
Sitterasn Rauze*s manager would pay nothing till he had orders from his 
tll^fterat Mtidras; and alfo acquainted the»n, that they had undeniable proof 
131,000 rupees, iu money and grain, had heen^lent to Sitteram Rauze, 
'^i^T-Madrus, nnd that bills were negotiating to the amd;;4ni of 70,000 more, 
^v-^fafich, togetiier, is*'afum equal to due ycar*s rent to ti'e company. They 
"i|»prefented the tenants as cruelly opprdFed to make \ip’‘-P.s fum, and Rate 
realbn of their making this communication to be, tbt»<fome parttjf bis 
, might be fecured. ‘ ^ 

From 
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Firom The confultations of the commltfce, your committee fou^td 
that the prefident wasd relied by the board to communi ateahis Intelligence 
to Sitteram Rauze, and on the 24th of April that he reported, that Siitcram 
had allured him that his firft inltalment lliould immediate!)' be paid by bis 
orders. The whole of this tranrailion apjiears to have heeu coiidutted by 
the prefident alone, and that this fromife, given to him by Sitteram Kauze^ 
was immediately acquielVed in by the boaid :is fnislatlory. But your com¬ 
mittee do not find that any flops were lalter in c.inlequence of the informa¬ 
tion which they had received rcrpei 5 Hng the laige remittances to Sitteram 
Rauze, as had been fuggefted liom Vi'zagapatam. 

It appears that tlie faiftory of Vizagaparam again reprefenred to the prefi- 
dency, tliar they were in the utmofl diftrefs, by reafon of the attendance of 
the zemindars at Madras. The confultatloo.'i of the, 20th of July Ihewed 
yoiir committee, that the board was again jieriVcfly fatisfled with the prefi- 
ili'in’s irporring that jhe zemindars had afllircd him, of their having left or¬ 
ders lor paying tlieir arr^^uw,* and man iging ihcir bufinefs dining ihcir ab- 
fence ; and that in p3rt1cul.tr Sitteram Hau/.e had alfurcd him, that he liud or¬ 
dered lijs ir.flahncnt, due on tha ;5ih ol February, to lie paid up. 

Tims vour committee found. That the fame kind of proiniie was accept'^d 
by the jutiideiu in juli, which had been made, hut not obferved, in Apiil 
preceding, and that the board, as before, acquitfeed in the prdident’s ac- 
cepfance of it. 

Sirtcrairi Rauze having, as above flated, obtained hi" h-afe of the Ha^ illy 
lands for ten yt-ais, your commiltee find, 'I'hal the prelidenc, on the 20'h of 
July, entered largely into the affairs of the Clneacolc dilniet; obk-rving, that 
the jemmabundy ot the diflrlcts dependant on \’izianagrura had been long 
thought verj inadequate, and i.u‘ Ihort of what other zemindars had paid to 
t)je comjiant- ; riiul that as the zemindar was now eafed ol all niiliuv) es- 
penee, the company would expcuk a liim tcjual to thofe expences. 

Your comnnuee further find, Th.3t the prcfidency obferved much on the 
kticccflity of having a man of abilities appointed duan or minifler to Vizctaiii 
liauze ; and as Sitteram Rauze’s abilities could nor be doubted, he propofed 
him to be appointed by the board, duan to his elder brother the rajah, in 
terms ol commendation. And it appears, that the prevailing motives with 
the prefifient w'ere, that Chicacolc was the diflrlft from wbence the company 
had the gieaieft expedition ; that it now paid lefs than formerly ; that the 
collcttions ought to be regular, and the revenue greater, as the military ex- 
peneeswere now borne, not by the rajah, hut by the company ; that 3,05,000 
upee» only were paid to the company, although feven times that lutn was 
vblleded ; that thefe were not times to tr'illc with the revenue or inveft- 
ments j that this appointment ivas greatly tor the benefit of the cotvpany, 
and free from all private views; and that theic wu; an ab'nlute necelhty, 
under all the circumflaiices ot that diflridt, that Sitteram Rauze Ihould re¬ 
fume his power and immagcmenr. 

Your committee ^.nd. That the board approved immediately of this rea- 
foning, with thegc/ception of Mr. Johnfon, who adhered ro the opinions he 
hafl formerly gitW, when chief at Vizagapatam. It appears to your com¬ 
mittee, That thw next proceeded on the 29th of July, to force a reconcili¬ 
ation between th« two’brothers, and for this purpofe called them before the 
VoL.IlI, / O board; 
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boardj at whkh rime Vizenm Rauze was addrefled by tbe ptcGdeiit in 
tkefe words, We are (on^intt d that it is a mealnrt which your o'c n wtl- 
latc and the hittrcft ot the ccmi ativ lenier tti lit, <n«dbl> ntceflary But 
iliould you continue tibhuwtelv <f wuhftai J the if !hng mft ince^ rh u have 
i*epeu(dly been made to you by thebuaid, e«>i jim I ii*l\ swcU as k par.if«'ly, 
we floutd undci the iitcelfirv oi i^*n^ #iu 1* i i *lu(i( o as w U in all pioba- 
biluy be extremely pun iul to you, bit uiruti beiii'roucc paflulj'cjii ntver 
be recalled.” lotbi* yom committee find, rh«t ^ lyt'am Kauzc m di, the 
followin';’ atjl cr: 

“ I Aiall tonfider my Itlt V nti loiivatd as dive A d of all post i and ronfe- 
querec wh. ie\ er, l».cing tb it 'fu boaid uigt me to do rh it wh v b i-. c mtrary 
toniyii ed diicinnn Mion, and tnat t! c telult of it i iiiingot my 

court!).” If doe t or wj'pt n th.r Citbet of* hu .1 aik ) bcioic the 
boaid, whdethed autli p was in at^itrtio* ' i »» ivjii bniji’pn'td 
by the preliucnt. and inmcdiitf U an iiu I \ a ujmitv ot liu .m i il; 
but tbit on the prtln t < * < ih 1 i mi 1’ u/c lin j it 11 lent 

from rht chur, lhi‘ on • li olii- ey Mi nor bf n ihdto 

his, binbti, n wumitl , mu SiU m H ni/^ t ’ inn ndtliir 

he piocccjcd 10 It.k uhi* ih uiuii ot ih ihct would ’’l, .ml mi mg 
others, Th t Sm R uizt to nU nit / iniir d ite uhder nuin, 

the fcitliiig ot th I utf, tti 1 1 paul m futuit o 'he conipniv, .mu uu ne- 
cclTan liH)tnd\, i cuil ai d ind t ^r^ i ihikl A foiinal tbiigt anp(.trs 
to hill bten dt I vvicd to .ich t. f ilit bioitui n t' rnt c nimifiion <»t duan 
oidcitd to be m u i our tc co di u K 

\oui Ioin n I It tind, 'I h • tin .. it cd d • loj , 1 1 ’li ir gent''il letter to 
the ] 1 1. ) t) Mnlns, d red tli roth < t Iminy c■'Si, t'p «ii preat 

iurpriAC >md ct/nc mat this, whii ii tb,. v tt 1*11. imo < t eatmtni, tbit V i/e 
rani Kaiire, tbtMiicnit iijdini "V izia,i« im, rtttivtd at the prthtlincy, 
when, deaf to h’jKpitknr tioi ndtrt't ti ‘ rbej in the mull aibitriry 
* and unwatrin'tble nuii'ii appcinitdh's tnibit ou‘and iiuiiguintf brother, 
Sittoiam Raiiye dtiati ol tlu (. 1 i 1, nJ thelfb^ put him in j ofiiilum 01 the 
Te%»iiuts of h’v elder bn ihu, who had ulf told tt cm that ht f oglu his lum ” 

'^out conimittvu fircl, I hat in lubicijuc nt ronlult.iru ns \ i/t'ani Rau/e 
is fpokcii f ^ ' thf pre licit ,r met felt f nniittiem vrry uiitasoar ihh itinis; 
and th It a Ittttr wa, V, lutei in the b/*i ning oJ An^uft to ^^i?agap itam, 
feyeitiy ullca.ng cm la.^trtirmut R o/t, uing, th it the r«/ilA am.n of 
tiif jV . It 'n ‘ d c ic> Inin ; Tc/d it is .fititc 1, thit he had been guilty of 
chicane and ur 1 ig, , nd th it he had employed his mil u nc c to the moft de- 
ilrii6hve puipolcs, .i aihulding the collcctioi s committed hi his charge; 
and tlicrclure It IS ouicickl th t he Ih ill undergo tli dnifttll t xannii ition when 
he returiib; that the b liaccbdut. fioinhim tho ild ic ret \eitd with uiiie<« 
niittin ' attention, iid prcc intioiu fhou'd bt t iktn av nnll Ins artifices In not 
fufftri ig lum til leave Vl/agapat^m, nil he fiio -Id h.ive paid thofe bd meiH. 

Itappo rs royoui committee, Thit at the fame timt ihit this Utter, fo 
iuh tf ltd.ft,on againft Jaggernaut Ruvt, wa« wuttcu it Mi 'las, the gen- 
tlemct. o* ^ iragapatagi had wiittcn to aci\uaini tin prefu jny, that the only 
paymeit whith they had recticed had been from Jag.etR., tt, but that the 
whole balances due amounted to 0,^0,051 rupees. ' 

* Youi 
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Your committee That on the iSth of Auguft theprefident reporte4 
to the fefeflcomniitice, that a reconciliation had taken otacc between the twt0. 
brothers; and alfo ftated, that the late advices from V' ’ ip.uain, of Jagger- 
naut's being in a way to pay his balances, (hewed the piui>nety and good ef* 
of the inesifares which had ibeen taken ; and chat Vizeram Rau:;tc had 
alfured him, that he flionld order fits Jhalanccs to be paid by his agent in Chi- 
cacole. 

The prefidcsit appears to your committee, to h.<ee nest adverted to the 
ftaie of Miizulin itam, and to have acquainted fhv board, that he had perfo* 
iially mad, :p-iuiriei o( the zemindars from tht.u<, now ui the prctuleocy, 
with a vito' if Oil incrcafe of tribue and die barge of arrears; that he had 
nearly completed his enquiries^ and ov .nr to l.iy rh-mfoou before the board, 
as he VC,15 the int n ion of caiiuig up the zemindars (Itould be accom^ 

plilhed without iof'i of time, that they might be ordered back. Your commit* 
ifo find, I'liat l ommirtee exprefied great fatlsfaction at the iuccefs 

of the preliri««»:*3 iiegotiatior-. with the tributaries o; the northern Circa rs, and 
rccomir.e^d a fpeedy conclufion, as he would loon be oUici wife engaged in, 
bufinef'i n\ the militaiy department. 

■^On till 2d Ilf ettober, the prefident appears to your committee to have 
entcilEHijrcry largely iiitt* the date of Mazulipatam, obfervlng, that although 
the objccl in calling up the zemindai ^ vas the payment of balances, ilicy tvere 
fo loadtd withdelit that there w<ib little liope of any fuch payments; that, 
however, he had brought iJiem, w>th djfhculty, to accede to rjer cent* 
addition on the old Moorifli UrUleiiient. 

t- 

'f 

appear to your committee to have cxprelicJ ' re ifiatUtaftion at the fcleft 
committee, for their hr.ving difpenfed with all - i-r evidence and information* 
on this fiibjtiM, than what w.is alTortied by the j>!. lident’s coverfatiotis with the 
zcmind.'ts. and hie reports of them ; urging, that their inveftigation (hculd 
have been public, and cu^^ht to have been fuen as might en.abk* the court of 
director.-to iorm a tuture judgment upon the matter, and Ihouid have been 
conformable to the drieiftions laid down for the condud of the committee of 
circuit. It alio appears to your committee, that the court of rotors cotn- 
plaus, in very ftrung terms, of the prelldcnt’s being almoil “ the only chan¬ 
nel oi intelligence,” whofe opinions and declarations arc the only grounds 
tranfjnirnd toEmope; on which ro fat.sfaiMory conclufinn can be founded. 

A'i to Chxai-oie, your committee find. That the jirelidcnt obferved, that 
by the mode of bidding, people aie temptidro oiler too much. 1‘he ac¬ 
count, f'tvs he, given by the conumrtee oi circuit, leads us to imagine the 
value of the countries to be much greater than in icniity they arc f id lo be : 
It is not from accounts colleded from UltTcren: people ititercftcd, and others 
difeontented, and wifliing for a change of government, ihat the trd^ value of 
a country can be ellimated; the’colledions iiicne ought to determine the 
rent to be recem i—That he had found if dJflicult to bring the two brothers 
to increafe ihe^reot of 3 lacks 5000 rupees 104 lacks ^000 rupees. And it 
appears toyour^mmittee, That a letter from Vizeram Ivauze was produced 
by the prehdenfat tHis confulcatiun, defiring to be refioted to his fort, and 
• O 2 tc 


Your OGinmittee find, That ilus agreement of their prefidenf with the Ma- 
iiparuin Zemindars was imniediaicly accepted bv the fclci'^t conniiittee, 
jc court of directors, in their iicuei.il letter o! ■ ic loth of (auuary 1781* 
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to havirtbe diftriiJV of Anca|>illy in farm ; in which letter he changed bis lan¬ 
guage as to Jaggrrnaut Rauze, reprcfcnting him at the time of making hb 
iWoeft in a diflcrcnt light from what he had formerly done. 

Your comiEiiitee find, That this letter had the defired cfFe£l, and the fort, 
with its walls and badlons, was given up^to him as infignificanr, though it 
bad before been taken out of his hands as being the means of diftusbance and 
opprclTion ; and that the prefident prockeded to obferve, that lin e delivering 
in the former petition, he had obtained a verbal agreemcrit from Vizeram, to 
pay 90,000 rupees for AncapiJly; which was immediately accepted by the 
board. They alfo find, that the adoption of Sitteram Ranze’s fon by V'lze- 
' ram (which he had ootificci at the fame time that hr lent the petition above- 
mentioned) was confinnt.d by the board, and ^ittcram was accepted as fecu- 
rlty for the company’s tribute. 

It appears to your committee, That on the 6tli of O<ftober the two brothers 
are again called before the board, and V'i/,er.im Rauzc\was cefited to pay a 
larger tribute to the company, 

To this he anfwered, that h’s country was billy and uiuvholelojue, and 
bpped the board would give hint credit for inability to pay mtirc; : nd your 
committee find, that this minute immediately follows upon it, ‘‘ tl|e boa;-.’, 
nre reduced to the d'fagtceable necclfity of declaring, that their bed endea¬ 
vours have been ufed to increafe the inbutc ; but as they have been tneflec- 
tual, and there is little profpeft of acconiplilhiug it, agreed, that the [ireli- 
dent do once more endeavour to prevail on lilin (V’i/.eram) to raife the tri¬ 
bute,’’—That on the 8th of October, the prefident reported his having en¬ 
deavoured to prevail in this point, but that Vr/eram was inflexible: and 
that, on the prefident’s rtprefeniuiion, a leafc fur five years was ordered, at 
4,05,000 rupees, and that two dayr. after, the prefident, on the loth ol Oc¬ 
tober 1778, aflured the Hoard of bis willies for the inueafeot the revenues, 
^^aled the difmifling of the zemindars, and that they were highly fati.fied, 
and had exprefled their wilhes that vakeels from them might remain at Ma¬ 
dras; and that on the 20th of November following he repeated, in a minute, 
the fame dodfrinc, of the fitmc neceffity of zemindars looking up to the prefi- 
dency only, ’tnd keeping vakeels there. 

From this inveftigation of the tranfaflions with the mod confiderable ze¬ 
mindars,. it appeared to your committer, that the cnfjnires which the court 
of dircflors very anxioully enjoined, before any leafes Ihould be made, was 
in nr> degree attended to \ and that the regulations on behalf of the under 
tenants which they had preferibed, were equally difrcgardcd; nor did the 
board, from what appears to your committee, ever take any other means of 
acquiring information, than the bare aflertion or report of their prefident, 
who appears to have negotiated, in every infiante, with the zemindars in 
perfon. 

The profell'ed objeft of calling down the zemindars having been the payment 
of balances, and the increafe of revenue m time to come,, it became nccelfuy 
for your committee to fee how far either of idiefe objedts had been ac, omplilh- 
ed, or wbat Reps bad been taken towards it. 

Your committee had found, as above Hated, that in Decern'''<'r 1777, P’’"' 
pbfals from Ganjam which had appeared to the prefidency favoi ■ able in them- 
CrlveSf were neverthelefs refufed, becaufe the inveRigation t tjoined by the 

I company 
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company had not been gone into; and the prefidlcncy had continued the na¬ 
bob's leafe of the Jaghire lands for one year only, from the fame regard 
the orders of the court of directors. This fubmidion to orders^ppears to bav^. 
foon been laid afidc; for your Cijmmitiee found, that propofals had burn re¬ 
ceived on the 2d February 177^, from Padnab Rauze, offering 40,000 ru¬ 
pees a Jr car for the Havilly lands^ti^ore than Sirtcrain had ofiered; but tho 
benefit of thefe propofals, amounting* to four lacki on the w'hoie term, Ur-a* 
loft to the company for ten years, by concluding with Sitteram Rsuze* ’ 

Rupees. 

The rent of the Havilly lands payable by Sitteram, 5,35,000 

His arrears at this time were —- — *,80,530 

In order to afeertain ihcvalueof the other lands, and the rent which might 
have been expected for them, 'your committee find, that lecourfc muft be had 
to the report of the committee of circuit, 16 Angud 1777, in which they ac¬ 
quainted the prefidency that they had examined accounts of lands for ten years 
back,amounting ItTi^-rccn lacks nor revenue, ten of which belong to the rajah; 
and that by tne intiuiiles^'hich they had nnidc, and inlormation they had 
reocivedJ they had every rcalim to be aflured that the fcvcral countries under 
Yi/,cianil Rauze yield at leaft a revenue ot twenty lacks; and that his mili- 
ta?yv,eftablifhment being i r,ooo men, cofl him 50 000 or 60,000 ru{>ecs per 
niont{r,''’aiKl they fubjoined the terms, which in their opinion would be the 
proper bafis of an agreement w'ith him, in order 10 fecurc the revenue and 
reduce liis force, which had always kept the compar.y in fome degree of 
uneafinri’s. 

It appeared to ytiur comniittec, that \'i7.eram Rauze’s rent, before the 
laft agteetnent made with him for the zemindary of Vizianagrum, was 
3,05,000 rupees, and ih.u tfw committee ot circuit eftimated the total value 
of the produce at tvveuty !a..ki,; and that this was confirmed by Sittcram’s 
decl-ration «o the board, on the 29th July 177S, when he alhrmcd, and 
was Hit cootradided, that when he began the inaiugement of thefe lands/* 
thej produced fev'cn lack*!but that when his adminillration ceaied, they had 
jncicatcd to tweniy-tw-j lacks. This \frv witne's to the increafed value of 
thefe lands, was himfeif made the mindQer over them, at the rent of 4,05,00a 
rupees; as jour committee have ftasctl above. 

It appears to your committte, that this rent, which the dlreftors, lOth 
January 1781, confidtred as very Inadc'juat'*, is dated bj' the pretident in his 
minute 01 the 2d Ofiober above nienriom d. u, ; :ive been accepted becaule the 
brothers had declared their iiu'Mlitj * - pr.j' inoie, and ihat a certain revenue 
is prcfeiable to fpecubtivo ii liemcs, ;!;,it an incicafe might be attempted 
with gtcaier hopes of fuccefs, ''Ivu «'-.e iltuulu be no apprehcnlions from 
the Fren».h ; and it has been -dicad- ii.'.ced, that at the fame time the prefi- 
deucy reftored the rajah to ins foi' ■ a meafurc which the court of dire£lors 
(loth January 1781) conlidercd a.s a dnefl oppofniun to the advice of the 
commit'Ce of circuit, and the general directions of the comp.in}', and as en- 
abUfig Sitteiam to be extremely tioublelome iu that quarter; and no increafe 
of rent, as the dirci^ors obferve, was demanded on account of the company’* 
being at the eli^nee i f the militarj' defence of that country, whi^b had beea 
attended with Eh expence to the rajah of fix lacks a year. 


Your 
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Your committee find, that the great objec'l of the board, in putting the 
jfitwtt into Sitterain’s hands, was faid to be the fpeedy recovery oi* balances j 
k has appe^ired that he was nominated in Ju'y 1778, ard yet in January 
.iy,79, his and his brother’s balances wne no lei'^ than 5,^7*999 rupees, be- 
fides the expcnce of an .expedition undertaken on his acco' nt by Colonel 
Brjaithwaite, and 1,03,030, for which Jaggernaut was tliree^cd to account 
tyrth 8itternm. 

Your committee abb lind, tha», upon the adoption of Sitteram’s fon, it waa 
agreed that all under leafes iltould tor itie fiourt: be made in the adopted 
rajah’s name; and that his name thouid be ufed in all at'!ls of goverumerjt; 
and that Sittcram Rauze, his father, who was in reality to enjoy the power, 
was accepted of by the board as :i Iccurity for this young man. It appears 
from the Madras revenue confultationr, that the balance due from Chieacolc 
on the 6rh of tvovctnljer 1778, was — — — 78,400 

And in January 1779, had increafjd to — ““ _— 

Increafed in three months, — — — r\3»^7< 

And your committee further find, that at the time when Sirteranitw-i.s ap¬ 
pointed duan, the rent had not been fettled, but was referred to hia future 
confideration and adjulltnent. ■ ' 

Your committee find, that the court of diretflors in their letter lo Madras, 
dated torh January 1781, difap]>iove, in the llrongell terms, of the feafes 
granted of the Chicacule d:ltri£t, which they oonfider as greatly in3ilc'<]uatc ; 
and difapprovc, in terms etjually firong, of rciloring Sittcram Rauze to a de¬ 
gree of power, which he had been found to ahufe and convert t«) the c;m- 
pany’s detriment; and complain heavily of tlmir enabling h-m the mote ef- 
fedlually to repeat thisconduft, by leftoring ilic lort, with its wails and baf- 
tious* 

And your committee find, that the Madras feiec*^ conlultailons of the r 3th 
Odlobcr 17 ‘ O, contain an account of the revolt of the fepoys at Vizagapatani; 
and that the letter from Mr. Cafamajor, and tlv; other gentlemen at Vizaga- 
patam, upon that octillion, throws fome light on the comparative attachment 
of the two brothers to the company’s intereJls, and alfo llicws the importance 
of the zemindars, in cafes of difficulty and danger. In this letter your coni- 
niinee find the following pafluge: 

“ On a review of a general ftate of affairs on the coaft, the war with the 
Marattas and Hyder, and the probability of a French force landing, it is not 
drawing an improbable conclulion to fuppofe, that the zemindars may avail 
themfclves of this crifis of events, and throw off their allegiance. We arc 
here without any reloiirces either of men or money ; the former we exped, 
and for the latter we depend alone on the zemindars. Wc have now Hated 
to yon our fituation, and we add. that all wc have to crufl to, is the atrach- 
inent of 300 Sebbendy fepoys, and half of them are now detached.—In this 
leprefcntation we have not, in tmr opinion, either exaggerated in points of 
real ftate or conjeiSlure. We therefore requeftof you, gentlemen, that you 
will determine on fome plan of operations for us to putfue ; the revolt has 
'' fbcftedually deranged this government, and fo reduced oui confif [uence, that 
we imagine fome meafure ought to be adopted, that will give the impor¬ 
tance we hare loft; and wc can think of no other ftep oiti-fcliDjs, than pro¬ 
curing 
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curing us feme f«;poys, and about £o Europeans, from Calcutta, or fending^, 
•fouthern people here, and ordering all the fepoys in thetc didn<Ss to tH©', 
fouthward.—bitteram Katize is not yet arrived at Vizagapatani; he keeps' 
away in a manner that has the appearance of premeditated delay; ail tbele 
mattcis ferve to create in us anxiety about the laie of this fcttlcment— and 
Shaik Mahomed, the man who hcaSs the revolted fepoys, is gone off, with 
a great deal of money, is capable, dar?bg, and full of euterprize ; and what 
are his intentions is not at prefent to be conjedtuied : by this day’s intelligence, 
he has taken the road to Ankajjilly, and it is very probale that hehas writtea 
to the nrpoyf Chicacolcol hu I'uccefs; at any rate common report favour? 
that fufpicion.*' 

This letter alfo ftate?, “ that^thc inutincerF party' under Shaik Mahomed, 
were, by the iaft accounts entering into the Potajiilly country—that the 
i.'ijab, Vizeram Rauze, had written to all the little zemindars to ilop them; 

, but that they yet compofc a ftrong body, nor is it a trifling force that caa 
opp ife them.” ^ 

Yoiit committee having examined what balances have been paid by the Chi- 
■ caio'c /.eni ndars, and what fliil remained due amounting to 7,84,001 rupees, 
aswfllaauh.it the icins ul their leufcs ucre, pro eeded to make the lame 
enqnlry u i:h refpciff to Mazullpatam ; and tourid, that, 

,, On the 3d ot O' lober, the ptcTident ftated to the boa'd many reafons why 
^ few or no h dances were to be* expected from the Mazulipatam zemindars, 
g, and that mu^h indulgence to tkele enunttit s> was abfoluiely necelfiry ; to vvhich 
I repreki.tinion the prehdent lut>jt;iiicd th'- old Moorifli rcs>tal, and deciared, 
that r 3 1 pcj cent, upon that rental w as as great an addition as could be made, 
and that it would be cruel to exaff more : the cxhaullcd date of the compa- 
trcriiury, and unavoidable incrc.ilc of public expences, wcit urged by 
jpahe goveinot af rcafuns lor taking low tents, which rie diiedlotj, in their 
Egem fa 1 letter, h.jve thought more applicable to the oppolite conclufion ; 

c.ire. he laid, mud at t;ie l.itue time he taken, to lecover omdanding 
^laUmcc.i.—And upon thelc terms it appear;: to your comiiilitec, that many 
Ikafcs were let, without any more ucciir.att etu|uiiy into circiiinltanci s which 
'.^ould })oin; out uheir the jultiic of the calc lay, lictween rite renter and 
t.'^'Vneier terants on the one hand, and the company on the other. Of this alfo 
i^our comini'pcc find, that the comt of dirtrtoi.s, in their letter of tlie loih 
vli*‘ Jimuaiy t 781, exprefs ihemfclv’cs in the fttongert tetms of dtf.tpptobation, 
;y*|ltjd complain of the inconliftency and precipitation of the lelect ctjtnmitiee, 
•^nd particularly t)f their difpenbiig vvith that inveflig.ition which ibt'y had fo 
T'iivarmly iccommcnded ti> the committee ot circuit; and endeavour to flievv 
|hat the whole uccounr given of the manner in which the prelidenev giaiited 
wtude of thefc chftrie'fs for five years, in their letter f>f the ijih ot flc- 
tober 1 7; c,, is evalive and contradiciory ; and alluding u> ibe entjuii les vvliieh 
Ithey meant to fet on foot, through the medium of the conimlitc of i.itcuii, 
^ey conclude in thefc tt'ords :—“ the court's lullrui!:fion.i were pollffve and 
;'^e<]uivoca]; they could not be miflnkcn ; no diferetionary jiowtr was given 

t u to depart therefrom; you hiivc'doue it at your own fift^ue, wiihuLu pro- 
cing one good l^ifon for fo doing. 

“ it is impoiritfifc for us to afeertain the amount of damage to be fuilaincd 
the company V coftfctjuencc of your engagements, bccaufc the coun- 
fi } uit's 
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trici hare not been examined in the manner dire<‘lqd by the court ; but it is , 
loettmbent upin us to convince you, and all our fcrvani^ in fudis, that dif- 
tefpe^l to the authority, and wilful difubedience'>f th'. ^.ders t)f the com- 
panVr thall not be permitted, nor delinquents fufl’ercd to efcape with im« 
jjunity. 

And your committee find, that the Havllly lands of Mazulipatam were 
let on the lothof Augurt 1779 (as appears by the Madras letter to the 
court of dircflors, dated the I4ih of Oiffober 1779) *0 Letchema Narfin 
Valoo, lor one lack of pagodas, although another perfon, named Vencala 
Pentato, had oifered 25,000 pagodas more, and that another man alfo had a 
leafeof the fair farms at 42.500 rupees per annum ; all thefe p dnts being 
carried by the prefuient’s culting vote—atui it-apuear^, that the reaUms afTign- 
ed by the prclidenr, and thoft, whoagieed woh him, tor rejo^ting the pro- 
pofals for the greater rent, were, that the uropofer f, id been agent to a bank¬ 
er, was not a refponfible perfon, and did not lelide at-^lizulipatam, yet be 
was favourably fpoken of by Mefiieurs Johnfon and Smith.—In all thofe 
refpedts, thefe reafons do not a}>ear to be iujjported by any p»ot)f 01 enquiry 
—■the obfervation on the place of refidence fetuns, ui the opinion of the ui- 
reclors, exprefled in their general letter (loth January J7Si') t'> iisve had 
little application to the fait works; and no riiiHcien' ve;if'n is airntied (in 
their opinion) why they weie not let to the higheit bidd’.;s ; and that upon the 
whole, a lofs will be incurred of 2,2 5,000 r upees. 

The prclident appeals to have turihet d * larcd, th-.:t except Pentaro, uo 
one had oflered above 1,000 pagodas more ihan ihe • ffer which was accepted, 
but your committee find uo reafoii affigntd why iHis fum was loit to the com¬ 
pany : the d fffi'cnce bciwccn the offer rejedfed and that which was received, 
amounts, on a 5 years leafe, to 2,25,000 iiipees. “N. 

Your committee found, I'hat the Gmjum zemindar'; bad been ordered^ 
down to Madras, as above dated, and among other?, a man named Pall Kifi- 
nah, the company's dubafli and interpretet, as he is llyled jn the otdi-r ; fome 
of the zemindars having been themfelvL? dilpenfed with, on fending icpre-^ 
fentaiivfb, bur as to I 5 .dl Killnah, the older was repeated on the ?8fh uf July 
177S, with a good deal of warmth, thieatening him witli ihc danger of incur¬ 
ring theii highcfl dilplcafmc, and two companies of lepoys. 

Ir appemed to your committee, that the gentlemen of Ganjam had repre- 
fented CO'he prrlidency, that this very ni.nn had, under cover of ano*^hci name, 
fn'cn the real renter of the Ganjam Havilly land=, which were in urrear, 

1,82,bbb rupees, and that lor Vizianagur he was in aricar 60,350 rupee", 
which he had engaged to pay—And this appears to your committee to he ac¬ 
knowledged by the bo.ird in a letter to Ganjam, 2ilk May 1779. 

Your committee find. That on the zbtli of April, this man prefonred pro- 
pofals for reiuiug of the diftrict of Itchapore, including the Havilly lands, and 
the lea and land ciuioms; and that he offered to pay, 

3 1'irff Years 350000 •» 


2 next 42500^ ^,per annum. 

5 next 


4 30000 j 

And it appears, 1 h.ar on the 2d July, Mr. Perring expre%<l hiinfelf of opi¬ 
nion, that Ball Kiilnah was the fitteft perfon to be renter; though 
he acknowledges, that he off'eri lefs than the chief and coi'^ncil had Vicen able 

i h cm 1 elves 
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to any one -renter ; and tJtatthe Heyi!}y landa hu^t'tolferoaio 
Id^ifarei’sytbecollei^or^s hands, wh^ had done hb dttty’in''c^'**V 
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ilated their receipts tor the laft five years at c lacks ^nd Drptvafth^'-^Bidi |Cj^? 
naby on jthe aiph ot Jnlvy is found toii:»ve changed hii propofalSyand th^ Jh. 
havenii^'red u regular aonnal payment, amounting in ten yeaTshtcr 4,i'|p|Br.; 
rupee^, and a regular dtrchargcofbuiances, ,tothe amonot o#"'40;,ooo 
per annum. This lad article the diro^lors, in their* IctuT toth January •' 
lute to have been, in truth, a favour to Idmfdf, as he b;(d hpcit in fju£t 
the renter trom whom thofe balances ti^•^erc really ducj, and wcie-rhen pjyaf^^'?' 
tostheir full amovint* Ball Kiftnab aiTirmed, thni'iive lacks was 
and the prclidcnt declared bisuninion to be, th.ii no proper coutroul over lucjte ' 
lands could b,* placed i.i the hands of the chief and council, unlci's ihev •StW"' 
Jet to one perlon. and thought iheo: 3 er Ihould be accepted ; and then endsj^; 
voored ro prove, by deductions and comparifoii 5 ,.thstt rhis ofier, rhooth'appa*' 
rently lefs, it, in reality greater than the former rent.—This matter appeals^' 
to have b^'cn deferred a few days at tbs refj|ueft of iMeATrs. Smith and JoHjb-" 
fon } and being lefumed on the 6»b of Auguft, the prcfuieni gave cdditionil' 
reaii>n$ in fupport of his former propufidon, which re.Ubhs the court ot dirW;» ' 
tors confider in tlieir letter aboveincntioned^ as fhunded on a.ftatemenc reli^^' 
ring loirchapire, in which this mao’s deftcicnciei were eni'rely ominod,-^ 
Meffrs. Siiiiih and J«»hni'on apjKar to have dirt.;Bted, the fin imr dating the 
pail rent to be y, 5^5,000 rupeei,, which was currcfpondsnt tp thy accowil^. 
Iro.ii Cia^rj^m, und Genera’ Mnnro did not-perliA: in ha refrcnce luck, 
Ganjain lor their opiutoa ; fo that, the Icnfe was ordered fiut ten veais accpif; 
dingly. ■* ■ ^ ■ ’ '-^W > 

By Cfiinpaiing ibe rent which was accepted with that ivbich Mr. Sr&rtl^; , 
imeontradidled, il.jicd it to have formerly bc-cn^ the h>fs t<« the cotnparij^ " 
appear ta be fouriteo lacks, indc.jendant of any lofs ahfing on Dap«pa 
©fold balances, thofe balances amounting to i,8a,6n6 rupees. ' u;,. 

'It dt>e3 not appeal to your committee, That any balances wbatfocvbr wefi^'. 
paid at Madras by the zemindars and renters who t*ame doivn tbf thatpn fidetti^' 
cy ; but on ihc contrary that they were increafed by tbcir abfencefrom home,, ' 
snr At lead that it furniJhed an excufc for not liquidating them ; and f 'oip;’. 
what has been here dated, it docs not apjHjar to )*our committee, that thu pf%, 
fideticy took pains to get proper data to proceed upon, b :t dt^cgarded " 

information as the committee of circuit and the fubordinsrc fadt irics afforded 
them j for it ajtpears on the M<<dras Confubations, ijrh September 17^1^, 
the gentlemen ofCSanjam rfprcfeotpd llrongly againtl the agreement wif-b B-W ' 
Kittnah, on which the prefident obfcrvrd, “ K hat he d.ftets fomoch in 
timem from the tenor andafieftiont of this letter, that intfead or ipeakfr.;g lii : 
favourable terms to the court of directors of the condufl of tbefe gentleniei3(,i 
he fhall, before ttfe difpa ch of the next flttp, give his opttaiem foby on ffec 
fubjcA of the lette/, and iltail accompany his opinion with ieveral papers 
his po0ei£ion in fuppoft of 11* ' ' 

,Vot. III. P YoUr 




tkavine fouitd^firom the doeumma above ftned^ That •!} 
a were kbade hy Stf ThomM Ruioboid ptfriboally wtdt the rejaht 
Ittrs, which were only raniied by the brard, wiriiotit any inveftigatihn 
, ^ Jidr own i and that no baUncet were faid, but tecps (or draughts) granted* 
to 1*30,000 pagodas, and having feen that the «eniindar$ wereat 
Medtas, In actrarTeof negotiation with t&e governor, from the beginning ^ 
to the beginniiig of Qdpber ; and having found, from the dithtrent mi- 
hbtes of counal* that the pr«fodent*8 motion for giving the office of dewan to 
j^l^ram Rauze, was made by the prefident on the aothof July 1778* and im- 
snediately afientcd to by the council; and alfo that 1,31,000 rupees were IN* 
fed to them to have been remitted to Sitteriun Rantre, and rurther Aims nego- 
middling; and {having examined the teiRUon which the othei countries were 
idfit, It was thought proper to advert to fome private tranfadions of the gover¬ 
nor, which took place in the month of Auguft immediately roUowmg the grant 

* thki dewandiip to Sitteram Rauae, andauiing the courie of hts negptiatien 
ijrlth tdie zemindars at Madras. 

' Your committee having been informed that Captain Foxall, commander of 
'^itlie Royal George £aft Indiaman, had earned Come treafure to China op Sir 
'Thomas Rbmbold’s account, oidered that gentleman to attend. He informed 

* yobr committee, that he had failed fiom Madras to China early m Auguil 
1778 { that he knew fome treafure bad been put on bo ird of his fhip by rea- 

i|ba of application having been made to him either by Sir Thomas, or hisdu* 
" Imih, for that purpofes and that Mr. Perry, his purler, has feen tc counted 
weighed—he believed there were right ^xes. He informed them that 
Hits treafure was notenteted in the book kept by the ufheer on board, caUed 
Che boatfwain’s-book, an omiffion which he difcovered by means of a robbery 
ttf the Ihip in the river of Canton, at which time fome of the boxes were 
^nlen; wifhitig to And out the extent the loAi, by comparing what re¬ 
mained, with what was originally (hipped, he had called lor hu boatfwaiti*s 
l^k, and finding no entry, be ordeted adlentry to be made of what remained. 
In of the date of his leaving Madras.—.1 hat this treafure was ennfigtied to^ 
Riito. Bredfliaw and Pigou, at China—1 hat he figned the bill of lading,* 
be now knows nothing of, and delivered this treafure in confequence 
^ an order from the boaid mChma. 

Sir Thomas Rumbold’s folicicor, it appeared, had demanded reparation 
from him for this lofs, in April or May 1781. He cold your committee. That 
^ be bad twice called on Sir Thomas Rumbold fince his return from Spain (ill 
Januaiy 1781) where he had been a prifoner, but had not leen him at either 
4Sf thoie times—That Sir Thomas Rumbold had returned his viiic, and faw 
%im ; Intt that no converfation on this fubje^ then pafted.—Since that time, 
liowpver, about a fortnighl ^fore his examination, be had of his own accord 
wraith on l^jr Thomas, and reprefented to him, that he was unable to lepay 
idlSiloAi, having loA 3000I. by his late capture—To which Sir Thomas an- 
Hewred, that be was foriy, but that the money belonged in part to Sir Hedlor 
Itfimro, without Aijpng mw much.—Captain Foxall alio faid, that the whole 
fteafure was ix or xyoool. and that the h?^f had been floten. 

Foxall furtb^ iofornied your committee. That in r 778, befides his 
Mhi fi»p, the Latham, Capmin Fnnce, and HiUiborooeh, Captain Collect 
/pid fidled from Madras to China; and alfo the Lord HoUand, Captain Law* 

(bn^ 



k. mi. 
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Am, kbd Cftpttb Dovetoii, after be bad ftdAd«W 11 tit Prinee Mid 

ttld biiii of hii having a little treaftm on board Ar SSf THNeas RuoMA 
bt|t he bad converfed with no one elA on the fttl^eft pf tieafnre*' He aw 
Snfonnod your committee, that he Iciwsw of no omagBoo of gpo^ then <ht|!!Md 
at Madras, in the boatfwaio*s bo(^, except chit partictilar article ; and tbit; 
Elkintooj his chief mate, was a ^ridul nian<~-That this tteafure was 
board, late in the evening, before bis departure, a circumllanee itfnal <ia ^ 
Hupping all valuable elTeCis. He added, that unlds the entry of the treafbinei * 
appeaTed either in the boatfwain^a bode or captain's journal, it would 
pdw to the company in anv other way, that it had b^n {hipped; and that iCil 
bad not lieen for the accident of the robbery, it never would have occorred,jro 
him to look into the boatfwaiifs book*~-{Jpon examining the boatfwain^s bocdc 
and the captain*b journal, by deHre of the committee, Captain Foxall founds 
that the remaining fiart of the treafure, landed at Cantem, was not cnterplli^i-** 
He then coireCb d hi<; examination, by telling the committee, that one of ibe 
chefis belonged to a Mr. Fergufon. 

Mr. Pigou having been named by Captain Foxall as confignee of the tnut* 
fure {hipped with him, he was next examined, and faid, that he bad c<m* 
iignments both of public and private treafure during the \ear 1778, but had 
lelt all his books, papers, and memorandums in China—‘That from Madras 
he had received by the Latham 50,000 pagodas, which at 8s, is ao.oooU 00 
accooi t ot Sir Thomas Rum bold—-By the Hitllbtu’ough 56,000 paguott, 
50,00© being on Sir Thomas Rumbold's account; and that 59,000 pagodaa 
weie invoiced by the Royal George, of which 14,000 pagodas and 3000 
dollars were (lolen out of the fliip— That he and his partner were directed to 
to pa^ 25,000 pagodas to the agents of Sir Thonaas Rumbold and Str Hector 
Munro, und 150,000 dollars to Meffra,* Hutton and Gordau on account of 
bit T*^ omas Rumbold—'that as to the 2^,000 pagodas, hedoes not know whe¬ 
ther it uns intended to remit them to Biitam, but the 150,000 dollars wer^ 
intended for England. 

, Mr. Pigou being examined as to the confignments from Madras in 17^# 
faid that by the Sfa Horfe, one of the King’s (hips, 20,000 dollars weae Ve* 
muted for Sir I'homas Rumbold, and that Ihe had a large amount in fptttie 
befidcs this on board, but be did not know on wbofe account. 

He alfo informed your committee, that in the years 1778 and I 779 » McflVfc 
Raper and Cronieline had large confignments of treafure from Mimras, but 
did nor know on whofe account—‘That above 1,000,000 of money was lyittj| 
in the hands of Chinefe merchants, belonging to Britifii fubjefls, the 
intereil being 18 per cent, andfometimes more; and that the Dutch, Diiu% 
and Swedes, take up money and give bills to a large amount, and fupfMsfieil 
that BritUh fubje^s often remit tbtough thofe channels. 

Your committee has aticady fiated, that Sir Thomas Rumbold, by his third 
covenant, had bound biinfelf to deliver in to the board upon oathf^artioidst 
of all loans formerly made, and of all roerehandixe on baud, before beftmuld 
proceed to recover the one, or t^fpofe of the other—JJpon an accurate exa¬ 
mination of the proceedings of the board during the whole of bir Th<»ttat 
Rumbold*s government, no proceeding to t lat effe{^ was to be found. 

Your committee has atfo Rated, that in the fame covenant he bed bound 
bimfidf to receipt no emolument whatever, except the falary uA pen^i* 



Wi< a'iBLV a. I?*i 

itWilM tbefcini <(vhtLhlta\e beea ilitfed to amount to tS, Or ^hsL^ 
p&Sit^ 99 u per aniMiin * Ht (he comnuttet; finilf that between the Sth Febuaiy^ 
i^l^tiUayot hit irrival) andthe begrunintrof Auguit, bir Thomas Rumbold 
b4d dipped the folIoHing Atma trout Madras, tu China. £• 

‘By ihc Latham KO,ooo ptgodaa t .i — ■ ■ » 20|000 

By th# HUllboiough gc?,oQO .i.-i ^ - - - — ■— » ao,ooo 

By the koyal George 39.000 —— (Part of Sir IIc 4 to» Monro’s) j 3,000 
* B)*‘theSe3 Hoife, ao,000 dollars .. - — .. 5,000 


V 58#oo 

tJpon examining all the BoatAvain’s books of rhe difierent (hipt whitli had 
earned Sir Thomas Run botd'b tredure Ifroni Math ns to China, it apptarftl 
fllMtt no entry or delivery of it had bt.ro made m any one of them, although 
iht public treafure 'hipped by the company was cntcied and dchicted with 
aUtbenfioeildry particularity, ^ 

Auotiicr ciicumilance ot a finpulir nature >vis fo md on the pioceeding of 
thcMayoi’s cnuit at Madras—I he late Mi. Rtdhtad hid Ihcii fecretaiy to 
Sir I hom IS Riimbold, and du d at Madias; h s i vt^. loro, iht r h a Ic ith, ob¬ 
tained a wairaot of arrell awonll Sir rrtm Kau/r lor ine hilinc ol yf>,oco 
ru ’eti, proroiled to Mi. K( dht ui , bur no lltp apjx t. o havt In in taki 11 by 
thife memberj of wovcrnnitm to picvtul ih v, nor oc the d lectors midt ac- 
t]U loted wirli It by them. And the lolloping todicd appcirsupon the face 
Oi tVir. Ksadhe id’s Uill, nrm 11 the ind 1 iiouh 

** \ the nabob Oiuui IJli I iniah has an older i<oin ln> fiiher t > pav mt 
the fum or ui c lack of lupccb, I he pc his rcgird to nu uill be tuk.h .i<t to induce. 
Vim topiy the liim, m outer to tinbh* the piynenr oi the l)tijuclt« ot this 
my istll andtt {lament. My attoitiieb 11 Kn<u dare, turn lat J ntpli Snuh, 
Bfhvaid Law, IJeniy U n ton, and (m cs M.npini , 1 {juiic , London.” 

Vovir coinniirtce aUo exannnrj | ihn Siaht-, th|, who iiitornicd, ibtrp, 
TW h', n<gcther with fiinniii U 1 kcj and icoberr Mackruh, ci<], hid 
jjten the agent ot Sir Thom is Rumhdet, di ung the time he wa‘. abmiJ, and 
rhat the reniittaucis rcctued by Inut and the other ],ctulemcii from Sii 
Thomas Rumbold, weic as foilos.s. 


.Auguft 7, 1778. Bill fiom Dmd KiUican, atCahutta, m 
the picndrncy of fore Wilb ini, ou the Rail: India com¬ 
pany, due the 161I1 of \u41fl 1779, dated the t7ih of 

l>ecember 1777, at 12m nihs fight, - . . ■ ■ 

BiJi ffOiii Sir Tiioinas Kutno Id, diaw n by Alexander Giant, 
on fjugh Giant, elcj, from fort St. George, ti r — 
I'aied the aoth of Ftbruaiy 17 8 fiodns fight 
Po, itoin Dnid jECilhcan, ontiic EUl India compiti), dited 

the ?fvLh of J inuaty 177b, — - 

tHi, from f*ii Ihonia, KuinbuUl at Fort St. Georgt— 
. ‘ihomas i’owtiJ on J>hn Lames, dated^the 4ih o( July 

1778, ^ ' — - 

Xlo. liom do, at Fort St. Gcorjije, Richard Doveton on 
Richatd Ncavc, el(| dated Madiae the 7U1 ot Auguft, 


£ i. i/. 


5,000 o » 
70 o o 


1,000 o • 


70 o o 


1 


2,000 o o 
BiU 



B|U from <tb, at iid. Thomas* Shaw on Peter Shaw, dat^f * 

Vltladras,^ ihe lath of October 1778, . .. . 

Do* tram do. at do. bill of exchange from the pinefidency of 
Po^t St« George on the compan;^ dated the 30th of June 

1778, . - - ...r - — 

From do. at do. a bond of John Whitehill's, on account of 

Sir Thomas Hamhuld, dated the 9th of April, —.* 

A bill of exchange from do. at do. MciTrs. Bradihaw and 
Pigou on the company, dated the loth of January 1779, 
Do, trom do. at do. trom the Swedifh iupercargoes at Can¬ 
ton, on the Suedidt Enii India company, dated the aSth 
of December 1778, due the 13th of March 1780, — 

Do. from do. at do. Bradftiaw and Pi^u, fupcrcargoes at 
Clinton, on the Engliih £aff India company, dated the 
loth of January 1779, '■ 

Do. from do. at do. from Bradiliaw and Pigou, a bill drawn 
by the Swedifh fuperckrwocs on their India company, dated 
the 21ft of Deceinbei 1778, ■■■■-■ ' ■ 7 *““ 

Do, from do. at do, John Uicerfon on commiffionera of vic- 
lualiing office, dtawn from Fort St George, dated the 7th 

of November 1778, . - .- ... . 

Do. from do. at do, Matthew Rape**, junior, fupercargo at 
C.mton. on the Englifh Ball India company, dated the 

loih of January'1779, - . . . 

Do. f rom do. a; do. Edw'ard Golding, eft}; drawn from Fort 
St. George, on the £att India company, dated the ift of 

January 1779, ^ -s- --* 

Do. irom do. at do. a bill of exchange from the Danifli pre- 
fidency at Tranquebar, on their £ai't India company, 

dared the loih of March 1779, —— ■ 

"Do, from do. at do. George Baldwin at Cairo, his remife 
through Treves of Venice, on Nathan Modigliani, £ted 

the 20th of November 1779, . . . ■-> •— 

Do. from do. at do. from VViiliam Henry Pigon, a bill 
from bw^diih prefidcncy at Canton, on their company, 
dated the i6th of December 1779, •■■■ ■ ■ 

Do. from do. at do. John Utrerfon’s two drafts from Fort 
Sc. George, on commiffioners of navy, dated the 30th of 

September 1779, ■ ■ —. ..- 

Do. from do. at do. the Danifli prefidency at Tranquebar, 
on their company, dated the 21ft of June 1779, — 

Do, frotn do. at do. George THfwell’s bill fu»m Fort St. 
George, on William and 'Fhomas Raikes and Mr. Green¬ 
land, the 2d of Oilober 1779. * , —> 

. Do. from do. at do. a bond of Quinton Crauford’s at Fore 




%100 41 

r . . 


8,000 o o 

I •*"' im 

3,I2J 16 5 
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St. George, dated the 23d of July 1779, . . 

Do. from do. at do. from Bradftiaw and Pigou at Canton, 
that prefidency onMie £alf India company* dated the 3ilt 
of December 1779, ■ 


9,268 1 9 

% 

31,042 10 6 
5,000 0 0 
10,769 12 ti 
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958 6 8^ 

1,916 13 4 

699 o o 

5,000 o Ik 

7,000 o t > 
1,823 76 

’’v . 

1,459 o 9 
5.75.0 9 .» 
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(filb* firom do. ^S'do. bond of John ffaddlei!oeeVe(q; at Fort 
^ George, diied the X9th of March 1780; not due till 

March 1783, . .. • 

300. from do. at do. bond of Qutlitcm Cranford, efq; at Fort 
St* George, dated the ill ot Oc^tuber 1779, due the xft of 

O^ber 1781, . . . . .. . - 

i)o. from do. at do. Arthur Cuthbert on the board of ord« 
imncC) dated Fott St. George, the 4th ot February 

1^80, ... .. . . * 

Do. from do* at do, Thomaa Moore on commiflioners of 
iri^ualling office, dated Fort St. George, the 4th of Fe< 

hruary i7!'o, - — - — ^ - 

Do. from do. at do. a bond of John WhitehilFs, d.ired 
April the 4th 1780, ... ■ ~ —. 


£• ** 

4,600 o o 

^,750 o o 

5,000 o o 

9»375 o o 
13,616 o 7 


150,837 19 4 

Do, from do. at do. Francis Weldcn, for 100 pftgodas—not 
received. 

Had Sir Thomas Rumbold any other agents in hngUnd that you know' of, 
beiides thofc you have already named »■ 

None to the bell of my knowledge; and I have every rsafon to believe he 
had no others 

ile remitted to Coiling and CUve*8 (not through our hands) 

thefum, .. . . — 16,250 o o 

By bill on the Danilh Ball India company 

for, 5,750 O o 

and paid the xd ol OAober 1779. 

And do. on the Engtilh Sail India com* 
jiany, paid the 5doi January 1781, —. 10,500 o o 


16,250 o o 

He alfo infoimS your committee, That he leamt irom Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, in converfation, that he had in Bengal at the time ol his tad go* 
sng to Irdia, about 90,000!. pare in company^ caih. pait in bonds and 
mortgages ni intereil, on fome of which, three or four years was due; .ird 
that be had left a fpecilicanon of his lortnne in India, lealed up, with his 
truftees, which they had fince bis return delivered back unope 'cd. 

Being afked. If he knew 01 any patt of Sir Thoinas Runibold’s property 
in Bengal having been remitted to him at Madras, or any other place on 
Hs account? Mr. Stables referred tot main papers, which hi dilivmd in, 
and are dated in the Appendix ; this he acquainted your committee to be 
Sir Thomas Rumbold’':) cAprefs authority and defue. 

Mr, Stables further iniormed your committee, That he knew nothing of 
liny pan at Sir Thomas llumbold*s foitune left in India or China, nor of 
imy money, diamonds or other brought home by him, having 00 

i^on to believe that any fuch were brought. 

On the x8th of June your committee received from the hands of theit 
fffiairnian, a letter wiitten by Sir Thomas Rumbold, "to him, dating his de« 
'dre that certain papers, which accompanied his letter, purporting co bo 

4 apli- 
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dvpUcM^ of > jounal, and a ledger of lus bnfinofs, oommancinji w 
* of December 1769, and ending the 28th of February W'' 

read by them, and by the concluding article of thefe papem, e mlaace i«0at0i%' 
as due in India to Sir Thomas RuAabold*£ eRate of rupees 9,93,20 
Thefe papers are infeited in the Appendix* 

Your committee next examined^the condu^ of the prefiden(^ of MadfUi 
towards thb fovereign princes, whofe<»frieadflup or enmity is or tmpoitanoit 
to that fettlcment, and the general interells ot the Britilh nation in ZndoAan 9 
and they found that the five northern Circart had been ceded by the EnipercAp 
Shaw Allum in 176^ ; and that on the tash of November 1766, the nilSMn 
made a treaty with the company relative to the fame dlAtids; by whiclK 
treaty it is amongft other things exprefsiy flipulared, that the company (hat| 
pay to the mzam hve lacks a year by mflalments; and thit Guotoor {whicb 
U one of them) (hall be in the poflelhon of his brother, Hazakr Jong, until 
his deccafe, or duunghis highncfb's pleafure. —Guntoor bavmg been thorn* 
fore gt mted to him m jaghire, and if Baz<ilct Jung ihall diftutb the nizam*'t 
country, it was ftipuiated that the Knglifh Aiould take immediate 
tbf} having the reverfion, and having been before bound to maintain tho 
peace oi the nizam's country—*they alfo found thu on the 2'}d ol b^bruat^ 
176s another treat) had been concluded with the tnzam, making foinc van* 
ations in certain articles of the fot.ner treaty, bur tonhitning fo much of ic 
as related to the Guotoor C ircai lu the veiy terms vthich had before beep 
lifcd. 

Your committee further found. That in the month of Apnl t77<), 
Thomas Kunibold and the council of Madras concluded a treaty with Bazaiei: 
Juniy, for the furrender of the Gunioor, on cettam tcims, without the 
piitinpation of the ctizam, which had been cxprefsly Ibpulated for both in 
176b and 1768. 

In Older clearly to iindtrftand the niturc and effe*!*!’ of this rranfafliont 
and to judge of the icafon alkdged by ells’governiiient of Madias* foi this 
difitgard of the ntzam; it was orccfi'oy to trace this matter down trom the 
<yrar 177^, at which time the prelidcncy hrii conceived the idea of taking 
Guntoor into the company’s podeiuon, but not wuhout the concurrtrnce 
the nizam. 

Tt appeared to your committee, that previous to 1775, *”*"7 letters htd 
been written by Mr. Hhitthill, w'hen chief of Mazuhpauni, to the prefi* 
dency of Madras, and by oflicers Aattoned there, leprcfenting Bazakt Jung’s 
bav»ng conneffed himftlf with Mr. Lally, who had brought lome flores and 
troops into the (juntoor Circat, by the port of Mootapvlly j and that the go¬ 
vernment in Apnl 1775, dirWted Mn Whitehill to keep a watchful eve over 
them—It further appeared, that the fime kind of intorniartun wasfentia 
following; and on the 5 th of June the board of Madras refoivcd to write 
to !mngal, relative to making Bazalrt Jung difmifs thoic hrcnoh troops, and 
incloftd the letters which they had received from Ma7.uliparam.>n|prbat on 
the ;iA of July, the pieiidency rece ved an anfwcr from Bengtl, dated the 
^tfaot July 1775, suthorizing thfn? imuieiiiately to take luvli fteps as may 
produce the efieCl of obtaining the dilmifiion it the French ; and that a body 
of troops (hould be formed, which, mgethei with the nabob’s, 1roa^ch 
|o |he frontiers of that, country i and as Bazalct Jung had called m foreign 

a^^ 



llwT retfo’n»iiend-34 the infifting on the (ttfmiiTion of that aflfeftantjc ; 
)M e^todea with thi* iitjun< 5 litm, •* Oft fitilure of ahtchf you 'UiJJ fygtiif'y 
ytnjr troo^« will tatie jwilfeilion or ht# coavniv, aod thUt you will codea-^ 
by negotiation with the tiieam, e*ith-r by an ot the tthole reve- 
‘fttttti, or otherwifc, to obram .in immedtite ceffion ot it to the tompany 
The coftfideradonof tlm anlwer was defei^d ; and on the 71V ot Augurf, Gc- 
feeral Smith wa» direrted to elfmiatc the iorce which would be nKtfl m for 
#hi» porjiofe; which he pctfojmtd on the 141'h of Aitgufl; but ftaud ’ i‘ ar- 
gumentt in favour of nci^otiaung u tth the ninm r.iflur than hts brothci, 
nfjid thefc were ad'»;ued by the bo^rd inammoofly,—Ii ap taied to jourc im- 
^Ittec, that the prehdent on thu oc«.afion argued ifron riy fur negotiating 
iri*h the fubah (or ni/ im) according to 'he trc<*t> of ^nf th ir a letter 

accoidtugiy written to the niAam, urging him to cunlcnt to obliging Ua- 
**101 Jong, ift, either to difimlt the B-aiopcat»s from Inn krvite, and'ruil 
tih the Engtidi tor the puucdion of his country, wbuii ij in rcaht,’ their 
<»wn, though coil lition.*ny \ed<d in him; or suiv, to let th.-* whole Luvar, 
nlf an annual rent piei.ioi llv to be .ign td on.— It w < 1 fnlvtd to dtltr t'^c 
flooding ot this letter till the ra >ob rtionld be m ide atqui.nud vvuli u ; who 
hp}Ctr«, by the prtlidtnt’b report on aiftot A gill, to havt, b'cn a’tile to 
IWj^o t (tton With the ni 7 im—'It appealed, that the Ictoi ur.t tn to iht 
Itiaian. but detuned till the nahob’^. fenrimeuta wcie lurthti krosn, fl ttd 
tbetreadci fubfifting bctwctn bun an.! the company, nd tin. Uiui a itu>i.oi.e 
fit the hrglihi to all (uch trt.atxei; but t'Mt Bi/il t J n h .d no: adii^red to 
'the meaninit of thrm in hiiboofig 1 tenth 1 ^op —It (mtltr app*ared, 
4h8t'on the lime di\ (rh? 13th of Si ptcml er) ine piefid nt I'ljunnitd the 
gmTfn >r general and i.ouiicil of then teafi)n<i t'lr m4rini» with the ni/ami 
tmd were told m letuin to that Icttei (s^d of Oftolur) ti ai tl c go^ernor ge- 
tieial Old lourcil would wait ih » lult of tht ni/am*‘ mf ter before thty 
«)»Tt any further infiriu^toni ; and it alfo apptand, th t a motion wa!» made 
Sir Robert Fletcher upon this (ubjeitof tikmg podeliuni of Guntoor, in 
tthich the ]>(>int 1 full^ debited, and in whiv.h he was lingic. 

Tht Tiirntn*-^ aplv^tr (whitli was tranltnitud to Bengal on the ’’d of No 
yenibtr) appi ?)s to jourconinnt'e'* lo ha'ie Itatfd, that he had ac^tuilly fent 
pc’fouut d’^i^Mion to hate the Fuiopeaii* in his btr thcr’slerv it remnicd 
from Adoni, aid “ everj article he) ot the ntalv fall itnmn li\ed to a 
^hail’ll breidth.” 

Your ctmniif'ee find, th'tontheqth of Ntmm'tr ilu goiernintnt of 
Bengal wrote to Madras in thelo leim>». if the 1 izan fliall not a^u e to tlie 
tiTitis propoftd, ** trif hcftnllgieean cxaliv anlwet, wr t tn niall approve 
of tour dt pilling a ptrlon to In*, touit, hut his tonii> ilhoi, is rncuK to he 
Voiiiincd to the aft ns of the C>unto i Citcar, agietab)' t« the mOtuCt’ors 
which we have almdy gi'tn )ou, whieh are to deprne the I Kn«h of anv 
imOt ng in that ciuntn ; and rhtt the fcltt\ «.otniint te, having 11 inbnirttd 
the ni/atn*saniw'erto B nq;al, of courle waited for a futthci Itttet itoni ihcitce, 
'befo e thc) took an> additional ifep. 

it appeared to your cwmmittie, that Onitbe ad of j mnav ^- 7 -fj thi vx- 
'jpcJftcd letr-*! fioiti l^ral wa« received, beating date the 1 ith of D cemliri 
*y7S lubjc^f was m thc following teini*. *■ in ot.i Utrei of thc 

J'll), wc ict It opfiuio )0''j to take pjflellion pf Guutoo:, unlcf^Bt* 

IJk}h 7 jlct 




vi|i^ti^'«U ii<!f<''fegi^gners in bi*-^ 
tbe w« mx^fs^cim yixt to e«riy e3(icui1on$' 

tb^ok it ndvjfeabiit$ boim^eripg the generat |M&ure 4>f ib 

Oirnx^if If the liixam <;>btairi$ the teanovai, and we are put in p<‘il^<lb l!{£ 
itontapilljr, -the object of our fic^iitdrudions uriil be abfweted $ 

Aiii allow you the lume latitude to* take podeffion of f^untoof^ and'fhaU 
tieHed witb the accompUlbnaest of rhi? by any juft meant.^ - . • ‘ • 

In the whole couife of this eorijiti'pondeaOe, it appeared that tbit gOrerncM%«|f 
Madtasi as well as the goveraor general andcouncil^ never loA fight er 
creator of 1768, but^ on the contrary, that they inade the nizam the pr-nCip^' 
party in the negotiation^ the council of Madras exprefily iiadng.the temi^hK ' 
th^ treaty as the ground u^ion^which they ought to addrefs ihetnielves to 4hll; 
nUam, and not to Bazalet Jungk ^ 

It appeared to your committee, that after his period, the influence of ilie 
French with Bazaler Jung'had frequently been reptefented to the preltdeacyofi{ 
Madras as prejudicial to the intcrett of the company; and that on the totb'n^/^, 
July 1778, the prefidcni and fcletl committee exprt fifed their cooviSlion of the 
evil tendency of this infiuence, in a minute to that efifedt* 

Your committee find, that on the 30th November, the prefident, after fiat* 
ing that he had frequently conveifed with Bazalet Jung’s vakeel (wh» reprei. 
fented his tnaftcr as extremely dchrou&ol the company’s good wi l) produced 
a treaty, propofed by Bazalet Jung to he entered into between him ai^d the 
company, and ordered a letter to be writ en to Bazalet Jung, approving of bia 
propofidii, and alfo another to the governor general and council, Retiring 
their opinions on tbofe propoials; the purport or this treaty appe ired to bsR, 
that Bazalet Jung fiiouid cede the Guntoot to the co-npany, for« 

certain :mnual payment to be made them, free ut all charges, civil and mili«> 
tary, and that he ibould difinifs the french troops in his fervice, in lieu-:of 
which his country fiiould be defended by tbofe of t-he company j aiid thatCH^ * 
the a 2d December 1778, the heads of the treaty appear to have been tratd? 
]3titted by the prefident to Bazalet Jung. I'hc letter to Bengal, which ad-- 
companied a copy of thefe articles, appeared to be in very geneial toims, 
not i'pecitying who the parties were to be, or what fliouid be the mode of 
negotiation. 

And your rommittee find, that on the zzd February, the governor general 
ahd-council’s anfwer was read at the board; wherein they fay, **- iq regard 
t0 the alliance propolfed to be formed with Bazalet Jung, wc highly approve 
of the meafure in general, and leave it to you to negotiate and finally cuu* 
dude a treatv with him.” 

Your comminee find, that on the 19th April the prefident propofed thata 
force fliould be fent under Coli If-<rpur, for the prortdVion of Bazalet Jung’a 
country; which was agreed to by the board { and thit they acquainted the go-, 
vernmeat of Bengal that they had fodone, as Hyder All,^ threatened ^ attack 
on the Cudopah country. 

Your committee find, that oo^tfie szd of April, nuich about the time of 
concluding the treaty, inftrud^ions had been given to Mr. Uoliond (whol^ 
hpft been appointed to an embafiy at the nizam’s court, on a nnofi import^k 
hereafter to be menfioiied) in w'hich mention watt made of the 
of the Guntoor Circar,* Thefcledt committee therein explaining their idijm 

Vot.IlI. ^ 






_^ iafriBgcd the .by ei»t«it«ii>i»|^/^tf" 

i^t 0 op 9 iiT hts fervice, entered into e d^Tetifiton vS thnt potst» 
ar in the mftrudtione ihemCeives, 'fiated at length in the a{7}>en4iK»’' 
thefe words t we leave it to yoor je^ment to prefs oiir view»^' 
in 1th)S upon the nUant* as ^ar as he neceifary to obtain his eon« 

CHiirtettee and good ofBces tiMvards their «iornp}etion«*V«>«Your comndttt^c find, 
tlidt Mr. Hoilond afterwards, in a letter fram Hyderabad, dated the Qtb of 
Mayi acquainted them that, ** wiiib regard to the renting of the Guutoor 
Cihtbir from fiandet Jung, as you did not lay any ilrci's upon it in' your 
si^ruftione* and m$ 1 was suiormrd that my mentioning it would be totally 
nfeleis, 1 have thought it bell for the prefect topafs it over in filence;” but 
il dees not appear to your committee by whom Mr. Holiond was fo inform^ 
«i‘t Your committee found, that the iroeps which the prcfidcncy hadlHpu- 
Icted to place in Baealec Jung's country, were put under Colonel Hatpur’s 
ebbticacd, and intruded to aiTcmble at Mootapilly, uivd march to Aooci, 
the capital of Bazalet Jung’s (.ther poileffions to the Dccan; and that in the 
Cdtfrfeof Colonel Harpur’s march, he whs directed to fullow a route hading 
titough Hyder’s c«)untry, which might have been avoided by taking another 
Itmdj and crofling the Kiftua in two places — That Co’ontl Hiupiirfoou 
^dd, by two letters from Hyder’s man-iger, that his decacbment would not 
tm permittml to go through a narrow pafs in the hill:!, called Atcour, which 
Klyder had guarded; and that w'ben this was communicated by Cotuncl Har> 
pbr to the picfidcnt and ichcl committee, they exprelhd ihemf’clver, cm the 
jd of Augutt, to be ot opinion, that Hyder d.d not h-fio'.ifly intend to ob- 
lli'uft the Lafl'age ; but d rcAcd Colonel H-tr^wr to be on his guaid, and that 
lite prefident (hould wr»te t© Byder upon the fubjett.— That on the 12 Au* 
gud Coitmel Harpur acquainted the feteet committee, that H dev’s manager 
hitd collefeled troops, was throwing every impediment in his way, by cutting 
*down trees, dec. and that he apprehended a Hand would be made againli 
; that at leng h meafures having been taken to Uirround his detachment, 
on the 14th of Augufi he marched Uack into the Guutoor Circar: and it does., 
trot appear to yoor committee, thar the leleftcommittee had taken any pre¬ 
vious mciifares to fecute Hyucr's permilfion to make this attempt ot marching 
through his country. ^ 

ft appeared to your committee, that Bazalet Jung, during the courfc of 
this expedition, was very impatient for its progrei?, and had wriiien frveral 
, letters, full of «4we.iy, on that fubje£k; having drawn upon biinfelt thedif- 
plealure of the nizam and of Hyder Ally.-—And your eummittce lurthcr find, 
that in a letter of the a^th of Auguft 1779, the nabob fent to ti-.e governor 
d'copy of a letter which he had received trt»m Bazaler Jung, exprtlUvc in 
thfC ftrongefi terms of Hyder at the niitain’s refeutinent, on account of his 
tffeiny with the EugUfii; enctofing copies of letters to him trom both thofe 
piruxces on that ful^e£f, expreffive of their huflile inteutton towards Bazalec 
Jung and the company. 

yotir committee ^nd» that the letter t^fitteti by Hyder Ally to Baxalet 
|UQg contains this ** in every part throughout Indofian, where the 

have edabhilieil their infiuence and 'got a footing, under the colouir, 
flivieg pyoteftion and .afliilance, experience has Ihcwn what treatment 
havt' wet wUh who have had any connection wilh that nation.” H« 
■'I'."' in fiance 6 



IX S T E ' lt| 

iaflMgu tti« prwM in th« netglibatu^aad of Bengsd: " Vf opisim,'* Ogr* 
h«t ** i«( that they caught oot tq hive a footing in thii part m the count^fM-* 
ii; iioot in ipp power to ctinfent to your giving up the C*TC 9 f to my oM andi 
bitter e|iiemy<H^ir tht Eughfh are pot m pofleffijn» we catmoc agrec’^-why 
ihoatd thctr protei 9 ii^ be ioiicitt<W>how oht ii have 1 defea ed tln^ 

Your eojoniitree alfo find, chat thcdotter from the ntaam 10 Baaalet Juag 
icoiitainfi this pall^ge. ** you well know |he difpoiinona ot the Buropeani; whiog 
thev get any thing into tbeii hands, they neve r part with it; witnefs the ftate ol 
Soujah Dowlah, Stc. It» highly im,>roper to throw fo much power into the 
hands of Jhuiopi'ans/* and f 4ys, ** that ByJer will be little better than a ao* 
mindar, if the r power (liuuld lucreafe*** 

And your cummiitec hnd, that on the a9th of September, Col* Harpur waf 
again dire^ed to proceed Irum Inacunda, where his camp was, to Adorn, by 
iuch route as Baaaict (huuld piopole, or fhould appeal to himfclf praSicable* 
Your committee fuithei tind, that on the 4'h of October 1779, the prefi* 
dent piuduced to the boa>d a letter from the nabob, defitmg to have the 
management of Guntooi, Hating, chat he had heard ** that leave had been 
given tor this to the lepreientatives of his friends,^ and alfo ftatiiig as hhl 
principal rcalon, thar hi. wiOies to adininiUer juftkeln that country according 
to his own form. Thi< letter appr led to he dated on the (9th Septetiber« 
and not to have been deliveied in till the 4tli Oduber, and conlcquently that 
it mull have been above a foitnight in the pr«.Gdent*s piivate poilcffiou. Tbo 
terms piopofcd b> the nabob ap|H.arul to have been as follows, that he ihould 
have the tn tnag«.inc nt ol the Guncuoi Ciicar for ten years, at the following 
rent, iria. firlt two )ears 209,000 Madta'^ pagodas, next three years ao^,009 
ditto, next three d tto 210 000 ditto, next two ditto, 515,000 ditto, in all 
270,500 for ten veart. 

Yout coniRjtriee find, that Mr. Smith requefied to know of the p'er.deiit, 
whether the lubjctlt 01 the nabob’s letti t (liuuld be conhdered and be deterp * 
mined m the committeeoi !>}> the council? and that the prefident was of 
opinion, that It Ihould be ftttkd in the committee; and that Mr. Smith 
thought It ought to be deitrixiined on by the council in their revenue de¬ 
pat tuirnt , and if ippeared, that the pr«.bdeGt declared, that if he fhou'd here¬ 
after find t necelTar^, he fhould enter his italons at large for thinking tho 
I'aiiub’, pro|M(a!s ihould he determined on in the committee, Mr. Smith ob« 
fci ving, that it he flinuld find it ncceflary he fliuuld reply to them. Your com- 
niittct find, thar Sir Hudor Munro and Mr. Whitehill were of opinion, that 
it fiiouid be t.ikcn into conhderation m the committee. 

it alio app ars to your committee, that the prf^dent then laid befoic the 
board, accouiit‘«of the produce of the Guntoor Circar lor lour teats, as feat 
him b) Bizalir Jung, .ind that thoic accounts were entered accordingly. 

Your committee uithir found, that the prclident laid before the ieled: 
committee the iulionmg extrad fiom the company’s letter, daud 4^ March 
1767. 

“ Yon inform us, that as foon as’our authority iliall perfeflly cftabbfhcd 
In the Circars, you think u win be for our inttreft to'give the manage¬ 
ment of the Circar of Condavir (or Ountuor) to the nabob of Arcot, at a tea* 
fonable rent; the reafoos you oner in ru|)port rd this opmion are very fatts- 
iadory . fuch a boundaiy as the xupr Ktfina mufi certainly prevent all co- 
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the limits;' 

> the Ai^ot proyince, may hold, ilikt m yo& 

care to obtain from the nabob a$ bi^fi % rciyenue 9 x cbyl 4 lue^lifoeWed 
.||f‘aby other way*’ and defired'the opinion of'-me comwhether ^ 
j|df. the prppofals made by the nabob fhooid be accepted fubje^i lO tlm com 
jpah]y’s approval, and under fuch furtiiie/lftniraiions a$ the committee’^Ihall 
^nk proper for the fecudry of the revenue and the welfare of theinhabt- 
tahts. 


\ Your comnaittce find, that Mr. Smith thought the letting of the Giintour 
pircar a very important matter, and not having feen the letter from the 
iliabob, propofing to rent it, or the other papers now delivered in by the 
Ipmfidenr, until that day. was not prepared to give an opinion upon them, 
i|bd reqtieUed therefore that the coniideration ot the affair might be deferted 
t^l the next committee. 

It appears to your committee, that Sir Hefim- Muuro and Mr. WhitehiH 
.W^ced in opinion with the prefident; who obl'erved, that as it feems to he 
ipe wilh of the company, thar the nabob fltould have the Guntoor Circar at 
|i|nt whenever it came into our hands, he does not fee how, with thar part 
- jOff the company's letter before them, the committee would be juilified in 
tejetfHng the nabob’s propofais ; that he is againll delay in this bufinefs, as 
the feafun is very far advanced, and the revenue will fufft-r, if fome meaiurc* 
are not fpeedily adopted ^ that he fliould have propolcd the fubjtd betore, 
|>ut was defirous of obtaining every neceflary information of the value of the 
,^euntry,' which be has accordingly done; that as he looks on the pofll'ffion of 
the Guntoor Circar to be of very material conli qucoce to the com|>any, and 
;haa p.ropofed every meafure to the committee that he thought likely to obtain 
■it, he is defirous thccompmy fhoiild know by the ihips now under difpstch 
■]r 11 the ftejis that have been tikcn in the negotiation and fcttlemcnt of the 
** ^country, which he flatters hirafelf cannot fail of meeting with their approval, 
and do credit to this government, whether coniidered in a polr.icul light, 
or as eailngthe company of fome part of the burthen of their military ex- 


pcnces. 

And yoor committee find, that tn conArtjuence of this refoUuion of the 
,,board, the prclident acqu.iinied the nab^'b, that his offer, under certain flipu- 
lations, was accepted ; but they alfo find, fhat after the invafion of the Car- 
.saiic, viz, on the 23d of September jyHo, the prefident and felefl com¬ 
mittee of Madras acquainted Bazalet Jung> “ that he having dclired to be 
..refloreJ to his countiy, and th’enizam having interefted himfelf with the gO-' 
vernor general of Bengal on the fame account; they have ordered their 
t*t*ops (o ivithdrawn,** for in the month of June preceding, the governor 
general and council appear to have fent their pofiti\ e orders to M^drasi, for 
. teioflating Bazaief Jqtig, and for withdrawing their t<pops and fervants, for- 
the unfortuinare prefidency to cxcrctfe any judgment upon thel'ub- 
- Jfiiji, bi^t duelling them to pay immediate obedience «o their order?, as they 
iS^er rneant the ‘flizarn fli^ul 4 .be overloc^kcd. It does not appear to your 
n>.committee, that any anfwcr was fent from the board at Madras to this letter, 
.'isfl the ad of September 1780 ; which they account for by acquainting the 
governor general and council* that they Had confidered of their letter of tath 
>; Again and again» utd inflfling ii^a it, fhac they had authority jto con- 
'-'f''' .. dude 
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c|^;:#e4#ir€iripa*^}i-.;B»M^ th? tet^er!|. , , 

f^emher, iiii4 ;iiiH I>9Cenil!ier, 17^5, and 31,tt OcctimUer 

,that th«y ilMjft acqwftipusci them of* th^ir haying Itt th^ 
c«r DOi fhh iuibo!)» vbut that they had wt^ttjea to dehre his refigtiation of 
if^ap|«arft,ft^',yout committee, thv on *^i'e receipt of this anfwer at Bchga^ 
the governor general cnteied a mfnu{e« and that a lejc^e*^ wras written in cOo* 
fct^nence m it, denying that there «uherw«ii, or in lair .-Oonft» i>di< n vou|4 
be, any authority given in thofe letters'to bieak the treaty of by o^a-j:* 

looking the nizam, as thefe le ters contained no more than a gen,tr ..4 acqaU 
tfcencelo treat with Bazalet Jung; and he adds, .that the governnKot of.; . 
Bengal was not made acquainted with the concluding of that treaty in Apr|i 
*779* till the 18th of February 17^0, w^hich was federal momh# afterwW«!| 
and that noanfwer bad been given, or anv notice whatever faketi of pofitiy;lp,, 
orders from Bengal, for the reftorauon of Bazalet junjg, datcil is h juhe« 
to the 3d September, above two months after; aiid th^t in fubrt.quenr letferf 
of the j 7th September, the fubjcfl was iludiouflv avoided ; and tlut the ' 
irernor general concluded this minute with moving,' that Mr. Whitehitl 
fhould be fafj>eoded (that gentleman having fiiccecded to the gmernment oo 
Sir Thomas Runibold*6 departure, in the month of April preceding) which, 
was voted unanimoufly ; and the order for that purpofe brought to Mladfai 
by Sir E' reCoote, when he arrived to take the command of the army. 

Your commiriee find, that Mr. Whitehill entered a minute on that occa- . 
fion ; which does not appear to coqiain any atifwcr to thefa^flB ftattd In the 
letter from Bengal, but conftfts of an argument againft the authori^ir of the 
fuprenie council in the prefent cafe, and bn exculpation of his own condufl,, 
as the treaty had been originally made by S.r Thomas Rumbold. 

ypur committee further find. That after the vote of fufpcnfion hnd been 
pafledon Mr. Whitehill, he uas dill permitted to deliver in another minut^,; 
in which he aferibes it to his own forbearance and diferction, that a civil ww* 
fhould not be raifed in the feulcmeni upon this occafion, if force were uffd 
remove him from bis feat iacoum.il. 

Your committee next advened to the manner in which this tranfa£fidh 


with the biother of the nizam had been repiefented to the diref'ors, tfitS 
fentiments they entertained, and the condut '^1 wh’ch they he’d 'ipoit it; and 
found, that when this matter whs in agitation in 1775, the governmentqf 
Madras, on the 4th of July 1775, ac<inaintfd the cou’'t of direAors wirh t 1 i« 
fleps which had then bevn taken to prevent the growth of the Frtn h imereft 
in Guntoor : from w'hich letter it will appear, that the inurefls of the ntzam, 
and the treaty of 1768, were ful'y attended to; and your committee further 
find, that on 10th July 1778, it had been fitted to ihoM\, by a general letter* 
that the French party in Bazalet Jung*8 fcrvice ! ad aflumed the confequcnce, 
which alarmed Bazalet Jung himfelf, and ih.it the prefident had paid atten* 
tion to prnpofals received from him on that fubjccl ; and it alfo ap^aw, thjst 
on the lyih Odtober, another gc,neral letter from Madras acquaint.ff*!the court 
of diredfora, that they had hop?* of concluding this matlrr with B.izalet 
Jwpg : and your committee fintf, that on the 13th March 1779, the court 
of dirciflors was informed, by another general lettC”, that the treaty wbuld 
foqn be concluded, the obje«fts of, which arc dated in a general letter ffdm 
Madras (dated the x^H Odfobpir 1779) to be not of a pt^ciinlary nature, ^nt 




for fiftht Circwji* «*id,^jfci«i^oiv,^ 
j™.^.* 4 e rdi%fi 9 cf Wydor AU-jr, , ,,, 

pi^r comin»ti*je alfa.-fiod, rhat m iyy'Sp.'j^’ fk^n^ it«0t 

i« a letter directed cci the ctiatrtditii of tW Ead Iddta 
his views in obtaming the removal of the Fliprcb troops from thi Owhr 
Cirear^ and getting ihe aifiua) pofieffioit of it, co bft, thatil 
the cooftpany’s nt. “ ^ , 

your committee' 004 * That in this letter the dire£ioK ard told, that 
j^difcuflic^ which had taken place with the xemiodars called dowi!i to the 
.;.|jp«t«didency, w'ould (trike at thr* ro<>i uf many evils, and that he bad no doubf 
''‘’';j ^ t rneVr heavy hahmees would be paid by them. 

’ ’ The letter of the J4th Ot^.tober above-mentioned, is found by your com- 
to actjnaiut the director*., that the preiident had employed himfeif in 
ijetraining the value ot the Guntoor Circar for the few lad years of Baxalct 
coUeddems; aad that as the nabob, by the letter of the 4th March 
' had been promifed the Guntoor Circar whenever it (hould come intu 

the company’s bands, his bighnefs had put them in mind of that promifc 
tpad had made tbe propofuls above dated, thereby offering a higher rent ihan 
been c6tlet(ed in any of the four preceding yeare* That the produce 
d^tChe country cov.in be realised only in one or two ways, eith.'i- by ci>lK*j£t.ng 
fevlP which cafe any deficiency mufi be made good by the company to VuiZAlct 
J.4ng, Of by letting it to the nabob, the only refpotifible tenant. 

. Your comrairtcc, in order to enable the Houi'e to judge of the true nieati- 
ibg of <^be pafiage cited from the letter of the 4th M irr h r 707. cxaiiuned |th« 
■ yrhole of that letter, and found that i**? paj^'i^i.i; h ^No. .z) iinmediattly pre* 
ceding that which was reli'd c. , >ntat vd rcalons agaiuft cominuing the 
dtfnpany’s J.*:;hire lands in the hand^ 01 the nabob ior more than a year, 
which the COM! of diredlnrsnpicf nt as equally applkiibic to thep.tk of the 



"Your commh-t*’e found. That toe letter of the lil Apr! I7'6, wms wri'tefi 
IntMi after the cvffion of the northern Circ-.rs ; rind Ibited, ili.u the prefidency 
tpif-Madra?, by »eaion of i’onie pecun ary rr .nlaaions, were induced, at one 
to eiitert.iin thoughts of letiing the whole Circurs to the nabob; but 
' they had abandoned that idea, from being crmvijueu of the proprietv of 
Imping thtiti in the compiny’s hands, and in order to avoid giving * fience 
foythe nizam, whofe country adjoins to the comp.iny% Circars, and who was 
iralotfs of the nabob’s defigns on the Decan : but that as to Gunt<M>r, your 
e find that they exprrls themftbcs in thefe words : “ As it lies 
on this fide the Kidria* and is intcrm'xed with the n.<b<fb’s country to the 
IMkjthwatd, and the troops w'hich he is obliged to keep there to guard that 
cowtry. will at the fameu.T.c prefer^e t.anqu llirj- in Condavii (1, e. Gun- 
tdoif^l it may br for your intereft to give him (the naboi') the management of 
if* a, rtafooable rent, as-foon as your authofry is pjrfe£tl> cttahlilhcd.’’* 
Your comnvittee fiad. That the court of dlrtcfori., in their general letter 
|>f #je -10th J'lniiary 1781, fay, That they flrall not wall* time in pointids 
OFwbrXhe vr^y uifilreut Muatton ot affairs at prefent, compared with the perit^ 
ofti^yby; nor by poin ing out what many years expeficnce has fl\ewn, iha| 
bite the company’s troops (hould'be tiufied in any part of the nalmb’a 
’ 4', country : 





ten year*, ‘i« 4 ii^(^! 3 ^.grtitf«ry li) 

fpii^ iiifti'udi;(iii*y n»d that thechi prefid^i^' 

ahd'',i!cfew^ thfe rcfpe^ aittounts to Httk liblsthan open coi&'f 
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cqnatnlt|rii;'n tvvelftil} patagrapb of' the letter rallied d«. of cb*. 

4*^ iS^faVdfef 1767, and reflected on the le^eated repnifenUt^obs which nad belli, 
medh lull^ring the jaghire htqds to be iindt'r the naboVi ihaoager*. tht^ 

mull ha'^e feeo the application of them to tbi» fubje^t, add woaid not 
cAabllihed ihs nabob’s people in a country, of vrhich they had fo receritli^. 
acquttjhd the polTcirion, and which feparates the company from their nurtheihl^; 

diftria*.’’ ^ ^ ,>., f 

ybur committee find, That* the court of dircitora^ in thi« letter, den^ 
that the letter of 1767 import* any promise to the nabob, or that be claixBi^.! 
abyfuch promiie, as he goes no further than to luy, that he has beard rhaifl^ 
leave had been given to grant him a leaf*- of thl* Circ r*—- The diiefkors theeijf,' 
obferve, that »R to the odenfible claufe \vhich tubjeiis the bargain to theil'i, 
future approbation, they are itally ci rcerned to find their fervauts capable of,; 
flicltcring themftriTC* behind a ful.-tcriuyc which they ought to have beet*,' 
alhnnied of flattng, knowing, as they mull, the inconvenience and embarrafa* ^ 
menr that imill attend the operation ot that provifo, it the company Ihould 
think fit to amend the agreement—-That, how'ever, they docxprtfs^ydiiallo^r 
the agreement, ajnd pofitively dirtCi the guuiour Citcar to be lelumeC for thtf ' 
company—That flyder x\Uy could no: be expected to remain an ittditfrrent ’ 
fp^rmtor, ii in addition to the oftcnfible plea of expelling the !■'tench t'roaji'" 
theGuhtoor Circar, that countiy were put into the hands of the nabob, hhf 
inveterate enemy; and that the prclideacy, as they themfelves repre ent^'- 
had been informed by the nabob, that Hyder was acquainted with every 
th'ihg that pafii-d at hi* durbar—That colonel Harpur’s march of 6 dayt-*^- 
through Hyder’s country, without hi$ conf nt, w'is highly imprudent; and 
that if Bazalet Jung’s country is kept, and they are unable to aft'otd him thd 
fiipulatcd protection, he will probably fall a facrifice to the refentment of 
the nizam and Hyder Ally ; adding this ob.ervaiion, “ The latter has, b]p^ 
your imprudence, bad an opportunity of r.a]uiringand manifefttng addition^ 
c 'lifequtnce^ the refult may rencei liun ll'll more iroublcfome, andthecon*, 
vhifion be unfavourab'e to the '.ompany’s afl&irs on that fide of India.”—»’ 
■your committee further find, 1 her in this general letter the court of dire£lort 
animadvert upon the manner of letting thU Circar to tlic Nabob, W'hich the^ 
term precipitate and unjulliiiable; and that they agree with Mr* Smith in - 
opinion, that the nabob’s propofuls ought to have been confidered in the 
eouncii at l.irge in their levenue department, and not in the fekfl committee* 
—That Bazalet Jung, and his accounts, were made a fubiVr.utc for a cbm«' 
mirtec of circuit, with this difference, that the committee of circuit’s reports 
Would have come before the hoard at large, but Bazalet Jung’s re|$#fentav 
tions were, by the cuflom <>( the fexvice, fubjefl in the mil in fiance to thl, 
prt'fidcni’s infpeClion only —That |hey commend Mr. ?lmith’s conduA, ia 
wifiihig; for time to confider of the account* and propofals till the next com* 
raiftCt^ i but that this requeft, which they deem reafonable, was refufed. 

Vpur cemmittee further find. That the diredlors obferve that the nabtib's 
! lettCi* wds above a fortnight in the prefident’s pofiefiion, and w'hen brought t«r 
light, a majority appeuretf ripe ibr decifionj that the q^uefiion w'as forthwith^ 
4 put. 
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rcirrk|i W':ateft year>'Tie^Jiy^ffc/iii»^ ,,. , , ,, 

la tw the pim^ale-of a bjUc'i^ ■;aa:>tj^]gli^5t 'Hi^:'.^ir^e,<j',iJ^ 

. ation .of 'itoftorrance,. .aor beeil m 

chc country, or welfare of ilic company,' al^dugb w '^pi^wy Ijiid 
reafon to Ipkve, if001 tbe ftrofl|( reprc^Qtationa of ibd 

that it would he extremely'’difficult to reconcile them uh ihe me^* 
or tofulfil thdr ilipalation withBazap Jung, even by .force of 
?: 5 ' Tour conotttlttce having examined the origin ai^ progrefa of pta tfevfty 
OPcf|>ctlnig the Guntoor Circar, and the efred;tt produced on the mihds of 
^^zam of the Decan and Hyder Ally j and having aHb examined the o^dht^ 
Jl^f.thefuprcme council upon that occ,tiion, at. well as the fentimems ano^djB- 
of the court uf dirtffors, proceeded next to examine another important 
'^^bml'affion, what was going on with the nizam, and which is intimately coh- 
..:iiicffed with the iraniUftion with his brother Bazalet Jung above dated. 

;; It appears to the committee. That on the 27th January 1779, Sir Thomas 
'^Kuuibold delivered in a minute, accompanied with certain fetters of iutelli> 
igeoce which he had'rtccived ; from all which, together with a coniideratipn 
many points reipeding the ad'airs of the Carnatic, he was induced to pro- 
to the commit tec, that Mr. Hollond fliouid be fent to the nizam'’9 court; 
amd he urges it as ncc» dary^ if no other confequence were to arife from it, 
than our being at a certainty of the views and intentions of the nizam, and to 
Obtain fuch in't Ihgcnce as m; now only receive by chance; t||ie fettlemcnt of 
the Guntoor Ci’'edr; the p'lj’meni of the nizAm’s iiibutc; the being at ibme 
eprtainty wiin re pefl to ai.y intrigues the French may be carrying on, are all 
bhjcilitb of importance ; anU the tending foitic perfon immediately to Hydera¬ 
bad , as well as !o Hyder Ally, appeared to him ibfolotely neceffary.” 

Your commitree find, Thar rhe tribute here alluded to, payable to the 
..|iizam, is five lacks of ruj>ees, tbpuiated to be paid to him when theCircars were 
..iurrendejed in 1/6/^. and is called percuffi—And it appeared, that the com¬ 
mittee agreed to thi, propofal, and order a letter to be written to the gover¬ 
nor general and council, and acquainting them with this meafurc ; which 


letter, dated 7th February, i'ers out with acquainting them of their having in¬ 
telligence from Poonah, ** that the company’s arms had fufiained a difgracc ; 
iind with refpe^f to rbenir-ani, they fay, that his avowed attachment to the 
^oonuh ininifiers, aird the warmth with which he remonfirated to your 
board, and 10 tbi» g*werntuent, againfi the dei'igns which he undcrllood to be 
^rmed in fas our of Kugonaut Row, fuffictcnilv ffiew how he mutt have re¬ 
ceived ihe news of this difafter, and how materially this misfortune will con- 
tribute to fireogthen the inclination he will naturally have conceived to our 
-prejudice. As our northern Citears are lb o|>en to invafiou from the do- 
'miniuns of Ntzam Alii, and as there is but too much realon to doubt of his 
/firiendlhip for the company, we think it highly expedient, at this junbture^ 
to have the beft intelligence of hU defigns, and to be tinicly informed of any 
. '^^iil^tions he may make towards the provjjiccs. For ilvis purpoff, as well as to 
every thing that may be neceflary fpr obtaining the Gvmfoor Circar, 
And procuring thedifnuffion of the French troops trom the fervice of Bazalet 
ijong, we have appointed one of the company’s fervants to prexeed to tbp 
4^rt of Nizam AUi, in quality of refident ; hewill^nve inftruciions to cor- 
^^iif;^pond with your board, and Co communicate every information you muf re- 
ll^re from that quieter-*' 







\Ati4 your caanihHtec find, That the InAruiaion* gt»^ W> Mr, Hdifom ^ 

Titt. toaVMldMk dblllJ* JC'a I 1a. ti«?.i. -M. i I.. >f-...>Hlt^_ .4. ..4m^.'..m. 


9iov« fruin ttie JHihd ofthcn.zani gny'ur?^avour«b c impr^llion he my 

rerp^i^ the Mararta Wit^ and t‘;e exp<-jdition fet on foot fm^ 
®eai£S^ i tg fubAirute others nior'^ favourable It r^icr Aead. and to cuhtrare 
the rritndfhSp eAabliAted betweenarh|f niaam and th«r company by the rrvafjr 
of 1^66.* But a!» fome circumAanccs ha'f btppeneJ, w,.h r*.T{)cft to rife 
Guotoor Circar, which might be sbought to flit- rcrtH' of that trea'^y, 

they enter into an explanation of the danger fo be apprehcutltd troin the 
creocH troops which were in his fervicej and acqua n him, luat they had 
ppened a negotiation wirh 3azalec Jung un that mcloliMt a xopy of 

the treaty propofert by that pf^incey l•'gefbt;r with thtir an^ver; and intornl 
Jiimt that they (hoftly exp^^ a Anal concluA n of -t. I htn aci -atm Mt> 
Hollond) thjit it « left to his judgment to prd' tuis matter with the 
Sn order to obtain his concurrence ; and iutbrm him, tne treaty of iiia* 

Vingbeen concluded with the niaam only, thev have hith rto made aJ! htir 
lupplications to him, confidcring him as refponfibie t>>r the due execution of 
that part which concerns his brothrr* Thev then llatc to Mr. HloU -n , that 


in their opinion, Baxaletjung has infringed the trcat\, f-y eu'cr'tuning'. French 
troops, and that they have for thar reafon retained the Oizarri^a pr'ci’th, or 
tribute-—That this inuft however heexpiamed lothe ni/.am, lb as r' remoi’ie 
any doubts about the future regular pa\ ment of his pelcufl., A.id they fur* 
tber direft Mr. Hollond to convey every necelTary imeHiirenee to rhe f tpren;ct 
council, as well as to chemfelves, and to be as ea !y as poAible in ail commu* 
nications to both prelidencies.—‘And your committee find. That on the i^rh 
April 17J9, the fele£t committee refolved to acquaint IS/fr. HoU »nd (who 
had arrived at Hydeiahad on the 6rh) with the Heps which hai been taken 
toafljA Bazalet Jung, that he might aval] himfclfof it wi^h the iMzau., in 
order to engage him to take a part with his brother in checking the dangerous t 
defigas of Hyder Ally t but your committee do not find the anlwer to ihi» 
letter entered upon the Madras confultaclon.^, either within the time in ivhieh 
letters appear in the ufual courfc to have been received fiom Hyderabad, or 
at any after period,—It appeared to your committee, th t Mr, Hollond, in 
September following, tranfmitted to Bengal his whole correfjxindence witk 
the prefidency of Madras, and among others a copy of this anfwer, which 
appears to have been written on the 17th May, andco.itains an acco.ini of the 
nizam*s being greatly offended with the prefidency,—And it fur her appears 
to your committee, that Sir Thomas Rumbojd, in a letter to Mr. Hollo d> 
dated roth June, acknowledges the receipt of this, together with another 
letter of fubfequent date, viz. a4rh of May, Bur y<»ur commit ec cannot 
afeertain the day on which it tvasfo received by Si» Thomas Rumbold, as he 
only mentions his having duly received it: hut your committee find, from 
examining the dates and receipts of many letters from Hyderabad to Madras^ 
that ten, eleven, or twelve nays is the ufuaf time required for tranffniitting 
them from the one place to the otheri^ and that in the pie''Vf;i inA.ince eighteen 
days had elapled between the ayth of May (thir d^^y of the due) and 
the j^tb June, when a very Important Aepwas moved by the prefidcni, which 
stdded greatly to the msam*s refentmenc. 

Vofc. III. • K 
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■'fr JMr. HQl|on 4 *ff (dated May 

tothS" ^refident and leleft coniilnittee) infbrmi them, that in 
^niaatn, he had ftsted to him the ineafures taken in {bt^rc i|f 
‘^8 hrothets and the hopes which were entertained that he would aum the 
jpricifidency with troops, to check Hyder Ally; but. that, from the chanj^ ift 
highneis's countenance, he.faw that ne was much diftreiled^ and that 
^hen he requeued an anfwer, the niaain told him, that affairs of this hat tire 
were attended with fen’ovs confequence, and required mature deliberation, 
and gave fevcral rc tfons why he could not furnifh troops or prerifions.-^ 
;'your committee further find, 7 'hat Mr, Hollond, in this letter, reprefenta, 
that in a fecond conference with the nlzam, 4 tis highnefs ob'ereed, that k 
was extraordinary, when a perfon was feni ftv the purpofe of ffrengthtming 
their ftiendfhip, that the company Ihould engage in meafores fo little likely 
to produce that efte^—'I'hat he read over the articles of the treaty of lyfiS, 
and faid, that entering into engagements with his brother was a direct viola¬ 
tion ot it—That the prefidency had no right to imei tcre in the concerns of 
l)is family; and that he ought tn have been ccml’ulied.—-And it appears to 
tp your committee. That Mr, Hollond endeavoured to excufe ihib, by ob- 
ierving, that the prefidency were io well a fill red that Hyder Ally intended 
Srtfnediaiely to attack his> brr)ther’8 country, that there had not been time 
; lor confuhing him ; but that .the nizam denied that Hyder had any foch 
inten'ion, and always reverted tti thr Treaty, faying, that nothing could be 
urged in vindication of the fiep^ which bad ht'-n laken, and rhat ij the treaty 
was to be obferved, the troops fiionld he flopped from marching inro the 
countiy ; if it was not to be regarded, he fhonld be obliged tooppote them. 
Mr. Ht liood adds, that the nizam had informed him, that Hyder Ally in¬ 
tended fptedily to fall on* the CaniHtic, in his former manner of plundering 
and burning, and avoiding pitched battles; and that he has no doubt of the 
3hiznm*s wifltes to form an.alHancf with the Engllflt againi; Hyd^r Ally. 

Your committee find, Thtt pn-vious to the date of the loregoing letter, 
tile nizam had wilrten a letter to Madras (received on the loth of May) in 
which he exprelfed fatisfaifbon at the apjoinrmt nt of Mr. HoDond, and rc- 
mrefented himfelf as determined to aa here fled fall ly to treaties; and that 
Mr, Hollond acquainted the prefidency of his arrival at Hyderabad on the 
feth, and the hononrab'c rcteption gsvtn to h m hy the nizam two days after 
Jbis arrival; and th. t at the lecond interview with the nizam, hr had allured 
him, accord.ug to infinu'lioiis, of the company’s intentions to adhere 11 rift ly 
to the treaty of 176S ; that wuh refprdt to tlic pcfcufli for the Circars (in full 
confidence of his giving all fCufonablcf.iti<faCtiou with regard to the Circar of 
Guntoor, and the trooj>s in Bvzalct Jung’s lervict) it was tluir intention to 
give orders for paying the anears, and ditcharging the pcfcufh regularly in 
future, according to lift ; and that his highnefs made the Urcngcfl and moll 
«8rncfl derlarations of his dr It re to be upon terms of the firiftefl Iriendfliip 
with thr. compan’ ; faring, “ Thar he had never deviated in any inftance 
from the treaties fubfifling. bad refilled fohcitaiion to fup, ort the French, 
had caufed his brother to dilmifs LaHy and his troops from Guntoor,’* 

' Which Mr. hollond irforms them the nizam had rakrn into hia own fervice, 
io |>revent thr.ir joining Hyder and the Maratras, as the nizam alhdged. 
And your committee find. That the attUvet which the prclident pi-opofcd to 
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made t» !^r. Ilonotijd*$ letteri appearing on the lbI<i^4M>9fuUaidbni5iif 
the ^th of June, dirciEtcd him to ftatc to the aizam, chat iV was wi&edti^ 
French troops had bt^n Cent to the fca c<*aft, where they might have l>eei|| 
feiu, together with other Ftench prifoners, to their native country, th^ 
they inigbc,oot diHurb the peace,bt the difTcrent ftates India. And yoar 
cocnmitctjie alfo found, I'hat the gosernoiN minute then proceeds in theft 
words; ** 1 mud nowrequed the committee’s permiiCon to lay before then! 
my feuCiments on a parlictiiar point, if polfibic, to be negotiated with the 
foubah. it 1 (huuld be fo happy as to hud the committee with me in opinion, 
1 would recommend that Mr. Hollond be wrote to on the fubjetSf. I sun fen* 
ftble it is a very delicate one, and muft not be abruptly gA^e into ; but that 
the upping it to the foubah \nizam) will require much management on thlP 
part of Mr. UoUoiid, who mull, by turns, footh and work on hi? ajmrc* 
henhons as occafion may require. I have always conlideretl the pefcuui »# 
difgraceful to the company, and an acknowledgment which the foubah had 
no right todcroaml. The giving up the Gumoor Circar during the life of 
his brother Baz^det Jung, was fuffi.ient coiidefceufion. The grant from the 
Mogul was free and unconditional for the five Cirears; and the receiving 
them alterwards from the fiizam, on paying him an annual pefculli, was a 
fucrifice of the company’s rights. 'I he time feems favourable to throw off 
fo he.ivy a burthen; for the irnmeiife expences the company are put to, 
both to the northward and in the Carnatic, renders it necdiiiry that we iliouja 
eiideavunr to lelievc them as much as pofiiblc. We may w'ith fafety make 
the attempt, and try to obtain a rennlTion ot lo unnecclfiiry and I'o irviproper 
a tfihute, which by the Mogul’s phii maund to the company, the foubah has 
no legal title TO ; but in the end, fi.ould the withhoiding of it be impolitic, 
or Itkfly to be nttended with dillicuity, we may tlun make good the paymentB 
to him* 1 am perl'uaded he i;- not fufiic’enily powei tul to enforce the dc» 
jnaiid ; and the ground 1 go upon is, that he would not have been entitled to* 
exaif't fuch a mark of dependence, il the original phiimaiind troni theem« 
‘peror had been propcily attended to.” And >our comniittce further find, 
that afrer fome other arguuicnis (grounded on the circuinlianee ot the pef- 
cufii having been but two lacks loi the firft ii\ years, and aficrwaids raiVed 
to five by the treaty) that he propofed that Mr. Hollond Hiould be wiiticu 
lo particularly on the fubiet^, that be might ufe his utmoft endeavours lo 
obtain fo dehrable an objert 4 “ nor (continued he) would 1 have him men* 
tjon any compromise, or llipulate lor the payment or any part of the pvfctifli, 
till every endeavour has in vain been ufed to induce the toubah to rehnquifit 
the whole; and Mr. Hollond may from his obfervations learn, if there aie 
any points in which the foubah wlflics a compliance on the part of tnt Cor..- 
pany that may be acceded to in return for giving up his claim to the pef- 
cufli.” And it appears, that the felect coniniittec' intiicly approved, and or¬ 
dered the letter accordingly, which was figntd on the 11th (jejune (a* 
Sir Thomas Kumbold ftates in his minute of the 30th of Dt^embet) 
proceeding in the fame llrain reafoning with tbc ptefident’s minute; 
and concluding in tliefe terms: ** Although our wifiies extend to an 
entire remifiion of pefculh, which we would have firff propofed to the 
foubah, and fnppoj-ted by your bell endeavours, yet we confefs, that 
l^ithout famething of importance to tempt him, we can hardly expert bewllt 
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^ to jb great a cont^ffion $ \mt we faopa«'.% maltifig 

ileJae^^ * ^ fii»>t\ we iliail more eaiily obtaio whaf we think we have]^| 
luft.clainn to, which t& a confidcrablc abatement in the amount of the pefcuiKu 
|f thtMefitre the Touhah, after all > our endcarourst (hall ap^icar difiocHned 
to itmtt the whole, you will try to bring the percuih back to the foi;mef 
ftandarc! of rwo lacks, which ia as much aa the cour«crie& can affordvi** ToUf 
e find, that ihe terms of the original treaty are thele (via.) That 
fTbm 1768 to 1774, the company (hall pay two lacks a ycar->-fom 1774, 
the fi m of five lacks; and when the Guotoor Circar (hall come into poficifioii* 

^teii lacks annt;j^lly. 

It appears to your committee, Tljat Mr. Hol1ond*s aafiver (36th of June) 
rtiprefrnted the fiiz*m as continuing the fame language as he had before 
!heh\ with refped to his entertaining Mr. Laily and his troops, and that he 
Ipt'aks ( f them as vagrants of all nations.«-A.s to the treaty with Bazalet 
Jun,,, that he (Mr. Hollond) bad reprefenred to the nizam, that, in 
tine comp -nv had a right to the Guntoor Circar, by Bazalct’s having bro» 
ken the ftcond article td the treaty, in harbouring the enemies of the Eng» 
Itfli, but that they were fatisfied with renting it from him, and undertaking, 
kC the l'»me time, to defend his territonCa.w-Hiu your committee find. That 
when the fubjeft of th pefculh was mentioned, Mr, Hollond acquaints 
them, that the nizam was exceedingly agitated, and f dd, that he finds that 
the prefideucy was determined to break, the treaty ; that there was no lurther 
occalion for bis (Mr, Hollond's) flaying there, and that if they were bent; 
on war, be was hkewife ready ; and that if they law anv advantage in break¬ 
ing w ith him, he fliould be very well pleafed, as be was convinc’d, in cafe 
of a rupture, the profits of the conteft would be on his fide-.—That the fur- 
ren ler of ihefe Circars was grounded on the fraud and ignorance of his ma¬ 


nagers, and that he had fiibniitied to that heavy lofs from a fenfe of his en- 
gagemente, and confide'ed himfelt as bound by the treaty-,-That he threat¬ 
ened immediately to jojn Hydcr Ally, and defired this might be communi¬ 
cated to the prefijJency, and a fpcedy anfwer returned i for if there were any 
^iav, his troops might potiibly advarq; on Colonel Harpur.—And your 
Commirte*' find, That <01 the loth of July, the fi.lect committee aufwcrcd 
I^is letter; obfcrvirjg, that although the n refentment is r..iftd, they 

ftUl flatter themfclves wirb greater fuccefsihan they could have procured by 
adiffeiet t line of conduct; and that they direrifed Mr. Hollond 10 reprefent, 
that no threat was meant, but that it was intended the remifiion ihould pro¬ 
ceed from the ntzam’s fayour and generofity—that the claim, howTver, is 
built on fuch foundation of equity^ that it cannot be relinquiflicd, and hope 
be will be cemvinepd of it—that as they cannot Hatter themfeivcs that an 
pitire remiffion will be granted, Mr. Hollond may make propofirions for 
idiatemcnt of the tributej and concluded with inflruding him, that though 
they will pay what is due, when in cafii, they (hall be fully prepared to 
yevenge the teaft infult that is offered to theirj* 

. Hollond's anfwer to thefe orders (dated the 3ifl of Auguil 1779) ap- 

pffred to your committee to flate, That he and the nizam had gone over the 
nbje^ with the fame arguments which had been ufed on the former occa- 
fioiji—-that he feeined parricularly agitated, when it was dated to him that he 
Jutd (Qadbthftimie in favour others-?Khat he dill f|>okc of the 
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of ceariniwa^ii^ hoftilUIeir, if the pcfroil^ v 

th«t he (Mr, tfoUond) mijjht 4 tHve hi« aud c-r cc <^(: ic-’-e in tv*o A^.i ; ^otf " 
|hat be bad received a meffigc accordingly, ti> | tepaie hiiT.,^,«f icr hii depar- 
ture*—-Mr* HoUund aifu dated this as the re d.^ui why he dii> ntuke the 
propobtioDS of paying the arrears., ,ff «he pefv.uJh in luuire were »t»j»irred, 
pelieviog the mell’age «o be aw an fice d* drnt- bin r«> tht Lft prop<Jitii he 
might have in charge, and that Mr H'tilond tncji rcprelcnud hjs w ;,ixt 
a oazir (or prefent) might be i fiered to the n> 7 .;im* »:> he is {at'sfled ti: '! :ho 
reiuiifion having been once propofed, ought to be tiirned thu:* y 't , it i’» St 
fliould appear to be del'erttd from weaknels; and ihrir ho c-j, c> ives the 
pizam*s relud^nce proceeded fiom the credit he derives trcoi ihn. nibtite 
being paid to him by the £aghnf company. . ^ 

Your committee hnding. That the uegetiation tvith the nizam fi<«od la " 
this fituation in September 1779, ir was thought necetiary next to . dveir ter 
the proceedings at Bengal on this fubjedf; the prelident and ie!c£l coii),* 
mittee at Madras having acquainted the governor general and counc .l with 
Mr. HoHond*s deputation, on the 7th ol February 1779, and having in¬ 
formed them that he was inilrudted to communicate with the governor gene¬ 
ral and counrif. 

Your committee have dated above. That Mr. Hidlond had w’ritren to 
Bengal on the 9th of May, but thenretbrward, to the 3d of September, no 
letter appears to have been written by him to the gov ernment or Bengal.—On 
that day your committee find that he wrote ve<y Ihortly, incloiing copies of 
the f«ver-l letters enumerated below, the fublUnce of which have been al¬ 


ready mentioned; and informing them, “ That he fltouid have fent them 
feparately at the time they were written, but deterred doing it, in expefla- 
tion of being able to give them more decilive inform.nion, with regard to 
the objedls they relate to.” The foubah (he added) tail^a or taking the field 
as foon a.s the rams are over, but his motions inuU depend upon the turn thd 
ncgotiaiiuns take with the miniilers of Poouah. 

Xbc inclofures ate. 

His letter to Madras, the 9th of May. 

Letter from Madras to him, the ard of April, 

I Letter to Madras, the 17th of May. 

h Letter to him from Madras, the 1 ith of June. 

I Flio anfw^er, the zhch ol June, 

i Letter irom Madras, the loih of July* 

His aulvver, the 3ill of Augufi. 

i Your committee found, I hat the governor general, on the 25th of Ofl6* 
ber, entered a minute upon this fubjefl, recapitulating the objeft; ot Mr, 
Hollond's original inftruetjons, as fent to the govetnor general on the 7iliof 
February, which he coufiders as wife, and cpniiiieiit with fhe jimvci of the 
government of Madras, independent of the ctr tioul of li e g‘>ve#or ge- 
. neral, being merely calcu’atrd to piainfain pcicc; but ol iervitic, by thu 
• tenor of the fub*e<iiifnt infiru6i:io|s, it appeared ihcy had b.en Impercepti¬ 
bly kd from their fitfl delign, into a train of demands, wl.ich ;ue, both iti 
their nature and tendency, oppofiteto it, %pd have pn-^ed Arch in their 
c^£ts. The treaty wiijih Baaalet Jont', fays he, is corclud'u and avowed 
wUhsttt the interpofition of his immematc fovereign and their ally'he 
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•fwarf «iiJ payment of the prfcufe withfcpid, and 
'|iidire^.il}’« refufedy under pleas highly unreafonable and irregular; ana jl i 
ilfcinand made lor difmilBon ot" the French and other enemies, and native | 
forces, entertained under the command^ot Lally, a French officer, a demand 
In itfeU* reaionahle au 4 I'uitable to the relation in which they Hand with the 
tiabob, but neither |«i)litic nor reafonable, while their other demands indicate 
yvar, and ajie even accompanied with indireiSi threats of it. And the gover¬ 
nor general obferved pn the light in which the niKam received tbefc propo* 
litions, as proceeding from a proper fenfe of infult: That the demands of 
liatc iroj^y eonfideration, and a determination to lupport them; that the 
cclTi <noi the Circars was extorted by ncccliity, and an attempt to deprive 
. the uizam of his peicnllt, is iberefore doubly cnniinal. The governor and 
council (continued he) have, however, on loth July, exprelfcd their hopes 
to luccred' Irom the generofity of the nizam, and ha\fe apparently reduced 
the r.egoti-iion to a t^uiet actjuicfcrnce in the treaty, as it now fiand®, ap- 
pruenily, bccaul'e they conclude with this expreflion, that they will dilcharge 
what \i> due when they are in cafli, but will detend their juli rights if they 
fhiiuid bo iittacktd; and ohfcived, that they will have difturbed, in any ' 
event, the good imderllanding between them and ihtir ally ; that all negori- i 
a.ion ftiottld origin.'ite w'ith the goveinnwruc «1 Bengal; that they had given 
' their farCtion to Mr. Mollond’s appointment, under induccraenis widely dif- 
iertnt I'lom ihe circumliarces which have fince lH:cn made the objedl of 
that negotiation. And your committee find, that he theretore moved, 
whether the \:>oard fltall jiiierferc, or Ih on Id leave the condurf of the ne. 
gt riation tu Fort &t. George; and that it was unanunoully oiiica tor in* 
tertering. 

Youcommittee nlfo find, that a letter was w'ritren, on the rft of Novem¬ 
ber 177';, to the rs'zarj), calcul.itcd to throw as little biame as poliiblc on 
thegovcniniLT.t of Madias, in the cyesot theni/.am, and yn to <.-|uiet his ap- 
prehentions; and that the letter ftates, that the government of Madras couKi ! 
mot h.^ve bad an idea of ihtt fft’enlive intentions which his highuefs imputed j 
to them; lor if they bad, they niuft have imparted it to the government of j 
Bengal, as fjch a delign could not be carried iuu> execution, npr could the * 
Conipan)’& name he ever pledged without the fandfion ot the fuprcme coun- i 
cil; and that they actptaini the nlzaui, that they have directed Mf. Hotbnd f 
to luipei u his ir.gotiatum till he fliall hive received fufther inflriiCtions | 
from hit iminedl,itc tonfUtuents, to whom they have u-ruten for that pur- | 
' pole. And youi comtiiutcc find, that cit the iff of November, thefupreine { 
cotincil atcotdtng'v wroie to Mr. Hollond, lutpending his negotiation, and | 
inch fing the loagoing letter. Your committee further find, that the go- i 
vtrnor gener d, Sec, alfo wrote to Madras on the 4th November 1779, in 
the fame III am ot propMCty and moderation that ivai held in their letter 
to the tiizam, and iiiclofid to them copies of their letters to Hyderabad, re- 
quiiing their conformity to the fubjedt of thefc ierrers. Ir appears to 
,^‘oui tomnotue, that Mr. Hollond, on the 18th December 1779, aequainted 
the g<*vernor general, that he bad delivered his letter above mentioned to 
the iji7.am, who e'prefh d gnfcai fatisfaftion. And it alfo appears, that the 
' pii: itri’f, .iijfv^ri- dwelt on the reputation of the finniifh for gtjod faith, and 

t en advcittd lo the negotiation of Mf» Hollond $ and lUte&i that the go- 
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of Ma^ra® had by violence feij&ed tlie Circar, whith by treaty be* 
legged to hW bt^ther; and what tvaa he to conclude frorntfuch coriduil:^ 
tmt a brekeh of the treaty ? and declares, that he was on the eve of reveng* 
ing th*Ke infults when their letter arrived, but that he has now put a Aop tb 
liie meafures. If (fays he) what.you write is from your heart, and thh 
government of Madras will remain *irrUl; to treaty, and will r-»'linquilh pof» 
i^fhonof thd Circar, it is well; it nor, I have nothing of more confctjuence 
than defending tny Country. It is from this new line of conduct of the Eng* 
lifh company, that the foundations of enmity have been laid in the wholt 
country of Indoftan.” And be concludes with dcliring their friendfliip may 
continue Aeady. 

Your committee find, that on;the 14th February 1780, the governor ge¬ 
neral and council took into confidcration a letter from Madras, dated 1 ^tb 
Jannarv 1780, in anfwer to theirs of 4th November; in wh'ch the piefident 
and council of Madras exprefs furprize that their endeavours, by friendly 
«nd perfuafive means, to get rid of a heavy and dilgraceful burthen, lliould 
be deemed a breach of faith 5 they Aate their firft reprelenration to ihe 
nizam, as erring rather on the fide of forbeaiance; and that the violent 
manner in which the foubah received them, had occafjoneil the fpirited re- 
jTefentation made by Mr. HoUond, and their fubl'equeiit orders to addrefi 
the nizam in a ilylfe futrahle to the offence he had given: they ejcprcfs tiiem- 
fclves as greatly concerned at the interpofition of the governor genera., md 
the m^'nner of it; afierting, that no interference on this occafion was juft*fied 
hv their rrftraining powers: they cite the claufes above hared in the act 
lieoige 111, and objerve, “ that the refiraining power is c«>nfi«ed to iwo 
points^ orders tor declarirsg war, or for making treaties, nor a po.'tive com¬ 
pelling powe* extending to all political aftairs; but that the niz un chufe 
to con It rue this ino€cnfive, and even forbearing conduf'-t, into a deft^n of 
committing hoflilities, and to cxnrefa himlclf in a lly>o that bettayed mote 
weakness and folly tlwn any purpofe from which they might apprehend 
danger;*’ and add, that they had written to ;he nizam to futhfy jiiin in le- 
gard to the pcfculh. 

Your C(»mniittee further find, that this letter inclofed a minute of Siv 
'rhomas Kumbold’s, whlpti the council of Madras alluded to as containing 
their own lentiraents ; in which he complains both tif the matter and ftyle of 
■ the letter from Bengal, and then pioiceds to ihew, at very great len* in, 
tiiat the nizam’s refentment arofe from the Mararra war, and the part w hich 
the goveinment of Bengal had taken in it: and it appears, that the prelidtnt 
very elaboiarely difputes the point of jurlldiftlon and endeavours to fl,ew', 
that the cotitrolling power is confined to the concluding of a treaty only^ 
and not to the intermediate negotiation ; that he infills upon ihe lame poli- 
tions which arc dw'elt upon in the letter which aceomo.in’cd it, at mi.cU 
^eater length ; and obferves, that the Aoppage of pcfculh ia jufiilitd by the 
lame practice which obtained in the cafe of bhaw AUum ; recriminati^ upon 
the conduct ot the prelideiiry ot Bengal wit’i muen warmth, and acquainting 
, them, that in the lail committee be had moved for the recall ot Mr, Hol-^ 
‘ lend, to whom letters had been fciit for that puipole on the i7tU December 
j prccedinjji. 


Your 



C it&ttaain^ iiaa, that iht gw«riif>r 

icttcra* f^ofung ae ih& iatnc tlmt; tha(t th# ^aar4 wppM c<k|i»r 
.||$ rcterrii)g thcfeestraorainary perfurmancea, as he terms (hemt 
'0 aiid that he dechtm^ malpAg anjr parsticulsr reply lo thenu 

^^,Jn anfwer to the letter from l^adras, the governor genera} and rmutMul 
jg^ppear to your committee to fatisfy, th&m^hlves with proteilmg fgaiad the 
^l^rine thereta laid doarn, which endeavouta to confine their cotttroUicig 
jpuf.er nrerdy to the concluding of a u^eaty ; and not leeing how the left, m 
j^ty ftape, applies to the meafures of either boardy they make no repH^ to 
i^.'r-Your committee atfo find, that on i6th jfanuary Mr* HoUond acquaiftt* 
ed the governor general of his recall; and was much furprised that the letv 
tiUF. which recalled him iliould have delired the nizam to fend down one of 
h.ii 9wn confidential fervants to Madras, to confer with that prefidency 
fm fuch matters as he might have to pro|>ofc ;** and that he concluded from 
bis having had no ieparate icetet or official copy of that to the nizam, that tlue 
governor wat perfoiially dillatished with him; and conjedfured, that this 
Snighr irife from the nabob of A root, or Hazel Beg, whole intrigues he al« 
W'«>s (ufpe^ed, as a free ntetcourfe with the nizam was mifehievous to both, 
or troui his having communicated, purfuant to his inftruftions with the go- 
ytri.or general and council* 

And ^v>ur committee find, that he thought it abfolutely impoffible to 
Ipjake titc nizam eafy on the head of Bazalet Jung, whom that prfnce con- 
^deis as independent the moment the company’s troops reach Adonij and 
that Mr. Hotlond ifated his own opinion of the very pernieious tendency of 
hw fubfequeut inilru£tions relating to the pefeuAt, eCpectally at fo critic^ a 
time, whrii F :yder was connecting himfelf with the French, and Lally adu- 
ally gore over to him. 

Ami your committee further find, that on the i4.thof February 1780, 
fhc 'governor genetal ond council, in order tu obviate the ill effe^s which 
proceed from Mr. Hoilond’s fudden recall, took into cotifideration 
the tieceifity of appointing a perfbn to refide as their minifier at the court of 
the n’xzam. The leafon particularly fiated, is, that his recall would have 
yoo vihblc an appearance ot difunion between their government and that of 
luladras ; they ther-forc rcfiilvcd, that an application Atould be made to the 
prelidcnt and leleft committee at Madras, fur their permtifion to apjroinc 
, M'. I'inllnnd to refide as public minifier on the part of the governor general 
and council at the court of the nizam, for the purpofeof negotiating fuch 
macters as remained to be adjiiAed with him. They further refolved, that Mr# 
^ollond ihould be furuillicd with credentials for that purpofe, and direded 
to remain at the nizam’s court, until an anfwer fhould be received from Fort 
St. George: and they Ibtte, as additional motives for appointing Mr# Hoi* 
lond their retident, that advantages w'ould ar;fe from his being jointly ap' 
|)ohited by both prefidencies, and his having had the approbation of ie* 
confiinictee at Madras. 

And It appears to your committee, 'that Mr. Hollond was accordingly 
<^'tt;en to, his negotiations being refirlcted to his original inilruflions ; and 
’that the governor general alfo acquainted the nizam with Mr. Hollond*8 new 
apoitttment, and communicated this to Madras, 
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Your committee furtTier find, that wbiltl the governor general and council 
were thus emplojed in reilorinj^ rhccainpauy to the nizands friend-.bip, the 
govciament of M.idras were taking mcalurcb fjr the recall 8f Mr. Holtoncl 
from his cm bally ; for on the r4th December 1779, the recall of that gen¬ 
tleman was moved by Sit 'I'homas RumboKl the prtfident, adding, that the 
nizam Htouid be inforined, t'l.ii; th^y Hiouid lie glad to receive ant' petl’on 
from his *001111; and it ap, c..i s, rhaf on ihr iaiuc day he entered a rninore 
upon that fubjecl, and wroic m toe nizani, atiiiMinting him with Mr. llol- 
lond’s »(call, and again, on siic qorh Dcce,ribcr, delivered in another long 
and c!ab(»r:itf nMiime, entc in * largely into the Marattr. war, and protelling 
againlt being nniwL'nble for liie cotiLecj'ience of ubedlence to the orders or 
the governor gcneial and council, hut yet fubinitting t - them lioin a ienlc 
of the Dcccliiry oi preitrving* hai mony liclwetn the two braids. From the 
5 tit Decembei 1779 to the ill April 1780, the lecords i.T the pieliacncy at 
Jiladras, could not be furnilhed to your conimiuee, as thty Jiad been loll on 
board the Gern'ral Ilarker, and no duplicates had beerr lent by other Ihipt .; 
but the loliowing minute I'f Mr. Johnron, entcied on tiie aadof M ly (troni 
wliieb !>enod Ih.Yic < t the teioids are :u England) is fullirient to fl ew that 
Mr. tiolloiut had beeti fuijiendcvl trom the compatijicrvite, unhlcvcre 
vcfle«)'tions upon his whole conduct, and as far as sclatts to this p.nricuhtr 
fubjedl, will ferve in Kune degree to fupply the defect in the coinp.tny’b re¬ 
cords. 

It ajipenrs to vnur rommirtce, that Jidinfon dec'med en-csi.'g into 

the drlcivlhon of the po-v-vs rd.iimed l)y the flip erne conned (ulj ch he.tflerts 
to have been (he oiicjdiide leaKm tor the iLifpenfion of M'. llrdond) c;utf'5ig 
to confine him eU to ilif aigotuf-ntb contained in a minute le:t by Sir Tiiom«s 
Rumb'dd. anil d.i?idoii*hc 111 of ^pril preceding, reconnnending the l‘u.*- 
peniio.i ot 'hat gentleman iVom the ferviec. 

'rtirj Mr. Joiinlun ileiinniMiatfs this ntinure .1 pcdlrlca! teilanietit. 1 >\- winch 
Sir Thomas llumbold atiumed the power of directing the proceedings ot the * 
cojiimittec, even ato i hit. teligna'.lon. 

You: committee find, ilntl Mi. Jolmfon endeavours to rLfute the late pte- 
fiilent’s inierjnetatiou of th.it part of Mi. Holiond’s inftrnctions wliich direrted 
liim to fommunicate with the hipicmt council, viz, ‘‘ That fuch communi¬ 
cation w^as only' to bo made of nnntcr,s relating p.iiticu!arly to Bengal:” ob- 
feiving, th.Tt the \\i>i:U o! the ihilr'in^tions oidercd him to convey every ue- 
eefiary iiUcUigcuce to them, as well as to us, and to be as early as polliblc 
iti luB intelligence to both pichdencie^; and that in other indances, where 
the couelpondciKc ^as inc..ni to be limited, it had been fo exprefled. 

Mr, Joliufou appears lo your coiiimiitee 10 have combated aucther argu¬ 
ment, v.v. That hlr, llollond had never been particulaily diredfed to com- 
muncati: with Bengal on the I'ab.jc-l o1 tlit'pt U eflt, which depended upon 
fubftfpient initiucfioiiP, a"d thervrort could not t dl wiihin thefcopeoi liis 
genei.d Itiflructions t> C '. rcTpond wiih the fup:cme council ;,^nd alfo 
animadverted on Ibine <.l'.i!iens rhomas Ruinbnl.i, to matters which 

have come to liis knowud p . b^t which he foibt-ms to er'juels. Mr. [ohn- 
fon takes not.C'--of an t X, n flion contamed In the late picfidcnt's minute, 
wbi ' . in (after t^bj'(ftmg to Mr. HoHuml’s v jrrefpondence with Bengal, and 
his r'ccivi:u; i iVelh appointment fiom thence, and considering it ins a great 
honoui) Sir Thoitus iluiabolJ is il.ued to have oblVucd that this t-tcceds 
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all that wvot before; to M'hich Mr. J^hiifon oppofes the prior letter* ot great 
coiBincndatioivwtiich had b<xn fent irrim the prefident and committee to Mr. 
Hollotid. And it further appears, that Mr. Ji.h!ifon alciibes all that had 
happened refpefring the treaty with the ni^ain, not to Mr. Holloiul s hav¬ 
ing at'liialiy afiiilcd the vicw.s of the nizaiu (i... S.r 'rhomas Rumhuld had af- 
fertei in his ntinutc) but to their fjavhig aitempted a neg-Jtiatitiii with a 
country poAMr wiihoui the pevnilffion of li^e lupu’inie council, and contrary 
to the injLii'.cticn ot an aA <if p.jrii.imenr, Mr. Johnfon further appears to 
b.«ve c*.<[iip uedthc reafons afligned by the late prelident t',r the recall of Mr, 
Hoilond, on the 30th l/cct’inbcr 177^, r-atmly, a con.pli.mrf with the 
wiflu’9 oi the fnpreme council, with thole which wcie gi.i 11 cn the til of 
April I>So, vi/., an unauthorized comnninv'atmn uith Ih-iigal, and gre.tt 
breach of ti nil on the parlor Mr. Hollond, io t-.ivomiiig the views ol the 
»\z:un*, and obferves, that thel'e feafons, it they cxjilcd at all, cxillcd in De¬ 
cember, butwcienot then ftated. 

It alfo,.'’'Ppcars,that Mr. Johnfon vindicates Mr. Hollond for hnvlnv obeyed 
the ordcri of the fupremc council, in remaining at tl:e nizam’s c miI , not- 
withllanuing be had jtcciicd prc'.uu., ictreis of recall Irom Madt:)!.; and 
coucluile.'' wi.h ipr kipt', ol Mr. Huiloitd as an able and f.;ithriii I'eivarit, and 
flrongly objcM/.g to hi-, fjlptnlion trom ihe frrvice of liic comj ny; which 
however took pi :cc ; but that gentleman has fmee been rcuiflincd h\ order of 
the ct'UJ t at oil .c’or*. ^ 

Ytmr committee have thoughl-it proper to llatc this mijMin-* a* lcrig;*i in 
the appendix, as it is the only document i»om whence the C(>ri.!,i^t ot Sii 
Thorn, h l-Lumb<-!d and the council fan. in any degree, he < odected. 'ubfe- 
quent to 30th December 1779, rcfpeAing iheii oppoiition n> the inter- 
tt'rer.cc ot the fiipremc council upon thi.-. occ.i'i.m ; to v, hich inteth the 
coua of diieClors have given their laiiAion, hy the geueral letter, d..-..,,; loih 
Jaae'iiy 1781. 

Ycur Cwinmittec h;n mg tr.iccd the coLrlc of the negotiation w itli tbe nl/zam 
from iTs commencement u> iib couclnlion, and hav.eg ci.ainined ihc traiif- 
uAion with his bruthcr Bmulet jung, whith Kimioated in a k-aU: of the 
fJiinioor Circar lu the n.ibnb Mahomed .vii; then pnicceded ici examini the 
contiud of the govt-rm r and council nl Madras, in letti.^g certain other lands 
called J.'.gl.ire land!;, belonging u) the company, immcdiatelv adjoining to 
IVjjdi.is, and which w'e re alfo let to tlx- nabob ol Aicot tor ihiee) csrs. 

Tlie fentliiunts n( the compa.iy on ihc febjcA cf thefe lauds, ujipe-arrd to 
vour committee to have been htliy communicated to th(ir fcivan* abroad, 
in their letter of the 12th .^piil 177? (ti e f.tme which eltalniflied the com- 
inirtte ot cocnit;) in whieti the dirertois order, that the jaghiro lands 
Ihou'd he kepi in tile ecmp .ry’s immeui iie p. fl'. iT.on, and time the nabob 
llioold r.ot lent iheiii, iiiiitis lie Ihoiiid agree to Inch t.ir.'’r,genjeiii‘i iis they 
deemed tu'cellary loi- murital advantage. “ Vfou ate to ijg'tc w-ith hint (fay 
they) for renting them tor one year only, and that on comlirion tlmi our 
committee of cin nit arc at liberty to explore the country, and to afeertain 
the real produce and revenue thereof.” » 

* Vour committee thought it proper to trace the praAice of the company in 
letting thefe lands antecedent even to this period of 1775, and found that 
iliofc lands were granted by the nabob in Jaghire to the company, at differ¬ 
ed 
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cnt tiirws^ in tlir yenrs 1765, *764, 1765, anti in 1768 and 1769 were fur- 
vtfyed by order of the pfelidcticy.—in the year i769f the board at 
Madras reprefcnted to the court of dUeiflors the impropriety of Jetting thole 
lands to the nabob on any terms; and as his then pivfent leafe wms to ex¬ 
pire in July 1771, deJired to be infi{u£ted as to tneir continuing under the 
nabob’s management, or being let fo ^ihcr renter^, or being managed by 
amuidarsj that the direflors, in anfwer to this letter (on the loth April 
1771) exprelied themlelves as averfc to Icflering the nabob's importance, or 
increafing his je.iloufies by not letting to him the Enaum l.uids (or certain 
lands which had been el}morinarv) Itnd that the objec tions to bis renting the 
JagJtirv' lands might be removea by letting them for <,ni, year only ; and 
dirt^led the board at Madras to,inake out a leafe for that te. 'o, and to ;epre- 
fent to the nabob, that in this inlfmce they have pofipoi td tlieir own intf- 
icft to his tif/iie. And your connr.idfe find, that before this letter trom tite 
court ot tbreCtors could have artived at Madias, that prelidtncy Iia'i again 
written to the court of directojs, repeating their nbjciSlious to the nabol/s 
renting the Jaghiie lands; and that in the enurfe of the year 1 772 and i 773, 
the j'rvnder.cy in their feveral letter'' continued the like rc; refentatit-ns, but 
toinpbed with the dnettions received from home on the loih Ajuil 1771, as 
above ftned, and with fimllar diif/tions of the 25111 Match 177-^; audit 
appeared that the groundspf thefe f. vcral rcprcfenta:i<ins Uiwc, rha’ ri»t inha- 
bitatits undergo con tin uedropprefliont’, and that the lands, tliouyh vciy capa¬ 
ble of cuUiv.jtion, are nor imjjtovcd; that all the weavets Jivi- in rhe big- 
hire lands, and that upon the w hole, no benefit is derived tiujo the n but 
the nicie rent. 

And your committee find, that on the 25th of January 177^, the direc¬ 
tors were informcti, by letters from .Madras, that the Hnaiim lands had b,ett 
let to the nabob lor one ytnr longer, from ilie id .Aiiguli 177^, and tljst ail 
poflible tiKafures had been t.iken to prevent injuiliic .inti oppicllion ; end 
allt) on ibe 21 d Seprcinbtr J 776, another iericr inlorn cd thcin, that another 
annuai leafe had lieen grannd of the J ighire lands, Inch had been the mode 
».)f leafing, .as it appeared ro your torn nitiee, antecedent to the J 2th of April 
1775, when the fame cuurfc was dtreifod to be continued by the oidcrs ot 
that date. 

And your committee find, that their orders were attended to in Mr. White- 
hill’s firtf government; for on the 5th Ftbru.ary 1778, the diredlors are in¬ 
formed, that the Jaghtre lands had btcn continued to the’nab';b for the then 
ciiviciit year, upon the fame terms as tormeily ; and were alfo informed, 
thar the conditions required by the court, and other ftipulations (conducive 
to th^ ini])iovcment of the land.*-) had 1 cen attended to; and ir appear® that 
the directions of the court were reqiicfted, as to the taking the Jaghii t lands 
into their own poU'eirton, the indructions ot the 12th of April not beoyg fuf- 
ficiently cxpi'cit to authorize that mcafurc. 

On ihe 20th July 1778, your committee find, that Sir Thomas R^mbold, 
the prefideiit, entered a minute relative to the nabob, which your commit¬ 
tee have thought proper to flute length in the appendix, in order tiuu the 
opinion which prevailed in the council with refpt ft to his highncfii on tne 
aoth July 1778, maybe compared with their conduit on the 2d Ofti-ber 
following } at which time a leafe of the Jaghiie Lads was prcqjofed by the 
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pcfident to be/5iven to the nabob for tfeeterin of ita^ee y««r8f notwithHapd- 
log ihe pofirive orders cf ^he compiiny that they ^oald not be let fot mote 
than one year, as appeared to your committee from the documents abow 
fbued; and notwithiiaiid ng the practice ot the company bad alwTiya corr^- 
fponded with tlmfe orders, and tl»e proj^iety of letting them to' the nabm 
on any terms had been queliioned by the company’s fervanta* durhig the 
Courfe of feveral years. 

Your committee found, That in this minute Sir Thomas Rotnbold, this 
preftdenr, reprefenis the nabob as owing very large balances to the company, 
which no arguments, or fenfe of the common dangei in cafe of a war, can 
prevail upon him to pay, even in part, though he has large fnms hoarded up 
atChepank, and has gianted tuukas or fecurhies, on very valuable countries 
which will not bear inl'petMion ; adding, that this complaint againilhis high> 
nefs is not the complaint of a dav, but that rlu* records are lilltd with diftrcires 
arifing from the trifling and dilatory conduct of the nabob whenever money 
Ins been demr'.nded of him ; and that his love ot money has increafed with 
his advanced years : 

And your committee further find, That with refpev*!: to the Jaghire lands,, 
the preiident obfcives, that if hts higbncfs would but confent to pay his juIt 
debt to the conipany, and whar is due from him on account ot the Jaghire 
lauds, which ought to be a conflant and never-failing rtfourcc to the com¬ 
pany, the fettlemcnt might fupportitfcU for Tome time. 

That the nabob mult be roufed by determined and fpirited meafures, his 
debt at that time being very heavy, viz. 

Balance of old debt and account of curtent charges 75.4. 981.. 31. 29, 

Balance on account of the compao)’s Jaghire X47, 170. 35. 70. 


Pagodas 900. o(;z. 25. 70. 

That bcfides this fum, many other articles ntight be jiiflly rh-uged, that 
his debt was encrraling at the rate of .10,000 pagodas a month, bcfides a lack 
of pagodas, which would be due lor thejaghire lands in September following ; 
and that cunkas ought to be obtained from the nabob to fecure thofe debts. 

Your committee alfo find. That on this occalion the jjrefident obferved, 
that the {aghirc bndi;, a valuable pofleflion of the company, were moftlliamc- 
fblly neglected and opj^refTed, not by the nabob, for he might be ignorant of 
it, but by his c'olkclors; which your committee found to have been much 
complained of from the year 1769 down to this period. 

The prefident then appears to have propofed, That advertifements fliould 
be publiflicd for letting ihefc lauds; but that the nabob fliould be made ac¬ 
quainted with that meafiire ; and that the fyftem of letting from year to year,, 
which the prefident terms a deftruftive one, fhould by all means be avoided, 
and propofals received for three or five years leafvs, which might recover 
thatdiilii£t from its prefem ruinpus fituation ; and that it was alfoncceiTary 
to, appoint a rcccis'erof the rents till an agreement fhould be concluded : and 
your commitier find, that a letter was ordered to be written to the nabob 
accordingly. 

And your committee find, That on the 28th Auguft 1778, five weeks af¬ 
ter the date of this minute, the prefident reported tfi^ nabob’s delire that the 
Jaghire lands might be continued to him on the ufual terms, and that he of¬ 
fered. 
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*|ercd to'ei?|w in^ li^y drttcks that might he judged neceflary for tl»c improve- 
mfcni of ffednS ; anti thstt on rhe 4th of Sejirsimber he fuTthef,feporttd, that 
he had endeat^oured to converlc with the nabob upon the fubje^if hut Had 
found hi« converfimnn uufati’.fadlory ; and that he had realbn to believo 
that the nabob was adtually treating with individuals for mortgaging the re-- 
venues of the Jaghire lands before he ij ajffhred of renting them j whereiipoa 
it was ff'toJved, iluii diey fhoidd be adve; tized to be let for one» three, five or 
tenyci.Jrj: a:id on the nth of September, the utbub reqneifed geueraUy 
that he n.ight have a leafeo' jbe!-? lands for five y . .rs, engaging to keep the 
taul > in repair; but that the coulideration of this propofiiion Was deferred 
till ;ii-' .iinc within which the propofals were ro be received fhoiild have ex¬ 
pired, the prt'lidcul having ])j(jj)ofcd that they fnouid be leafed to the nabob 
for rhivt’ years. 

And \our cnminittce find, Thar on the r'd S'; ite»nber, propofals frons 
thu’p perfoas were deliv'eiedin, pun'uant 10 the adyertifement, lor a ten y^eaea 
ieafe which were .t; t'olinws : 


Arttiuiu df; Tyo.ooo Ps. to in<'r.;;tfe in the fivt. laft years to ^()o,oo0- 

Kl'^na ee Pi.nda 315,000 to 3:0,000 
Vaiikattii f, hit' am 3.?o,ooo tf '^90,000 

And that rhefc propofai^ weu utdotd to be fent round for the confidera- 
tion of the incinbers ot ccnncll. 


Your ccmimitrt'e Jnrther find Thai the rd tlav of October the 

j>refidcnt cnteitc* a minute upen due rctoidr, ri'picfentn g, that the adv^’rti^c- 
ments for iett^ng sh** j'aghire lands wtie nr:a n rather to be a means or afeer-k 
raining the value of thole Ir-nd'i, (P" Ic-tting th.-m to the hightfi bidder^ 
which, he intoiined the b <a’d, m his opinion, an improper ni< do robe 
obierv'ed : that this va!:i.i! w at''; .iiii.on ought imlv to be h r to a len.ini who 
could furnifh indirputabiefLcmb V ; in.:t ;!>' nnh. b, wdio h,ui Jorfever.il )ear5 
rc,'.red them, was faid to h.^w a'tnded fbtbc.eMt’v to ih necefiary rtptnts of, 
the tanko, &c, L'c though he inivabiirints w'tre o,>preiI<-d by the colIeChirs^ 
wliieh he imputed to want c-t at tsmaon in the government, to fee thoie terms 
obfcived for which tht.y h.ul ibpulaied. 

That the nabob Is apprehenLi-e, t^at hi honour would b.* injured by the 
advert’femen's, of which tlit pr.'fiiimt Ibl! howcve>‘ approves, as flicwing 
that rhe feled committee had i-et n affnattd bv no other \ iews thiin what 


then duty required—Tha* the nabob jjald a la.ger rent than he had collci^^cd, 
ana liad fubnntted to this ftom 'he credit he rt-.rived from his leafe, and the 
fu]>ply which it afibided to hi^ t.-miily ;.nd attend ints; and that without the 
occupation of the Jaghiie l.inds, he w.n.tu he olilig'^-d to remove to Arcot, 
which w'ould be of great prejudice to the i ‘npan., though lomc inconve¬ 
niences arife from his rciideiue at Vl.tdra'-,— Tiiat hi? rtfidence at Madras 


futts his inclinu:ions, which at h’siiijieoi .i!c 
That the company have always feonw-d caodou 


it V.i:ulJ be cnu'l to thwart-— 
' no' todillrcfs liim, and have 


never given orders to deprive him 01 the Jaghiie . nd that the modtf of' let- 
from year to year, is a mofi tlcfiruftiv / ly'h in, as it has always kept the ' 
nabob in a flare of uncertainty^ and made him backward in, making repairs, 
and prevenred his being inderauilitU for the lei’s he luiuins, by paying more 
fihaa he receives*. 


And. 
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And J^wr committee find, Thai the prelident, after ftating that hd^ad 
tiaken te find out what the country had yielded to the nabob ^which li'e 
llated at 330,000 pagodas) propolcd that be fitopltf have a leafe for three 
years inllead ot five, which he had fequefted; ohferving, that this wcmld 
give the company time to obtain the inrormation neceflary for their future 
guidance in this matter; and that beings engaged in a war with France, an 
annua! U’di'e would be impolitic, becavflc fo confiderable a part of riie revenue 
ought not to be IlI'c to tlie ch-nice of falling in any other hands than the na** 
bob’s, in calc ot troubles ;(riliiig---Thai the company in their lattdii'patches 
had expreflid great Iriendlliip for the nabob, and had direcled them to con¬ 
ciliate his mind by every means ; and that in this prcfciu iuufture, it would 
be highly impolitic to four him. That Mr. De Souza’s propofa 1 is the only 
one made tor renting the w hole, rind being hir a ten years le.ile cannot be ac¬ 
cepted, and appeals to be. with a view to (peculate. 

Yuur eom.uiticc ddcive Ujum this lull pafliigc of the prefident’s minute, 
Thar three perfnns appear to liavc given in piopofals as abovementioiud, and 
thar the objctlion made to the ji'op ifals .is being h,r ten years, is furnlfited 
by the advcriilemcni itieif, wiiith iuvntd piopoiitions for one, thiec, five, or 
ten years. 

Your committee further fir.tl, Tliat the prefident concluded his minute by 
propollng that the nabob ibould h-.oe the leafe giaiitcd hint tor the term of 
thrtc years, at the rent ot 324,000 pagodas, llipulaiing fur conditions cal- 
cnhitcd to piottf-t the inleiun' people, .u:d make the payments regular and 
ccrtifu. 

And your committee alfo find, That on the tjth of Ortoher 1778, the 
prelldcm moved that the minute abuveiiuntioned fltuiild be taken into con- 
liderrition ; which u’.ts accordinglv done. And it appeals to yoto conimlttec, 
that the euuDcil coneuned imaniiroujly wlih ihtir pieiideiir, thitny upon 
the groiiiul^ ot this being a me.aiuic whith would conciliate the mind ot the 
nabob, and would bell accord wuh the company’s withes ufpe<Pilng that 
piince exprefied in ihcir letters. 

Y''oiir cointnirtet; alfo find, 'I’hat on the r7th of October, a letter w-is 
W'ritien to the nabob, acquainting him w’lth the board’s liaving granted him 
a leafe on ibc c>>p.d’t‘f>ns above mentioned; of which he accepted by leltct, 
dated the 5th id' December 1778. 

And it appears ro your comrnitree. That tlic court of iliivefors (having 
been informed t.f this tranfadHon, by a levenue letter ium Madras, dated 
the t7th of October i778) in their atifwer on tlse i6th of June 1779, make 
the fi)Il(Aving obfcrvations upon it; they deem the letting the J.ighirc land 
to the nabob for more than one year improper, referring to the letter of the 
12th of April 1775 ; and fay, “ We are very lorry you have thought fit to 
depart from that order, and though the nabob was alarmtd at the advertife- 
ment, jet vve have no doubt he might have been fatiified uith a leafe for one 
year, as ufual.” 'I'hey then obferve, that as he had l.'u-ly tliewn great zeal 
and atracliment, they acqnicfced in the p/efent agreenitut, bur that no fu¬ 
ture Itafc »hall be given lor more than one year. 

Your committee find, That by a general letier from Madras of the 4.th of 
April 1780, the directors wxre informed, that the nabob had addrelTed a let¬ 
ter to the prefidency, defiring pcimifiioD to rent the poirijiany’s Jaghire for 
i the 
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tCfm of twcatf years; which it was thought oecciTary^jto refer to th« 
Con.iltiferaTion of the court; and that on the 3? ft of May i78r, the dire£l:ori 
defifed* in their general letter, that his highttefs might be infonned of their 
good intention towards him, and that thev would take an early opportunity 
of explaining theinfclves to him (>n»that fubje£l. 

And your committee find, That with refpei'l to the fevcral other mattera* 
which have been herein above Hated, namely, the tranfaiVion with Sitieram 
Kauze during Mr. Vv’liirrhiirs firft government, and the iranfadlions with 
Sitteram and his hiother Vizcram Rauze in Sir Thomas Kumbold’s govern¬ 
ment, the abolition of the committee of circuit, the callln\>: down of the 
zemindars to Mt:dras the manner of the prdident’s negotiating with them 
in perfon, the impbeit credit g*ven by the council to his reports, the inade¬ 
quate rents relbived, the non-payment of balances, the want of ftipulaiions 
on behalf of the under tenants, and the acceptance of Sitteram Rauz-e the 
father as hircty tor his Ton w'heu adopted by his uncle the rajah ; the reilor- 
ing of the fort of Viziaiiag. urn, the whole tranfaiTion with Bazalet Jung, 
and the ten years ieal’c to the nabob, which followed upon it, and the nego¬ 
tiation with the ii!/.ain ol the ocean, aic highly difapproved t>f, and feverdy 
cenfured, by the court of direttors, in their general letter of thetoihof 
January 1781; and that by this letter they difmifs from their fcrvice bir 
I'homus Kumbold, Baronet, prefjdenir or their council, and govfrr.pr of 
F'ort St. George, and John White-hill and Pcier Herring, cfqis. men.bcrs of 
their council; and exprefs ihcjr iir»>nge!l dii'plearurc at General Monro, for 
his concurrence in ttboliOiing the coiu'Uttr-.c ot circuit, and the louu'enauce 
given by him to mcaluit;.-. which they dr.e:ii very improper, rcl.ilive to the 
IctrintJ of the tiiurK‘i: ; bur they cir.noi fuppofe that he was influenced by 
corrupt myi'vcf, as hia n.ii i.ny cui.ibirl b.id been hiyjily mcriuirious, and as 
thofe fobjefis were toiC'gn to his prolelii m, they piocecd no further ihaa 
toexpreib theii cal.i]>p!i-l)uiiun. 


JifJdi'i'h 27 * 

The flicrllTs of Coventry were brought to the bar, re¬ 
primanded, and difeharged. 

March 28. 

No public bulinefs. 

Alarch ig. 

No public bulinefs. 

JllarJj ^o. 

Adjourned as there were not 100 members,prefcnt to pro¬ 
ceed to a ballot on an elcftion committee. 

A'Tarcb 3 f. 

Adjourned for the fume realbn. 

Jlpi ii 








Le!r<il Mahm cattod the atttnation.of tUe ttotire to 
iidcration of a jxitition v;Iikh lu had in his hand to bring 
np from the roanufafturers, dealers, and venders of articles 
in gold. The noble Lord*«ated the purpoit of the petition 
to be to reduce the higil and extravagant ilanda/d requited 
by the ftatute of Edward the Fit ft, for every article of gold 
manufaflured and made in this country. The ftandard re¬ 
quired that there fliould be twcnty«two carrats of pure gold, 
and only two carrats of alloy. By (his means the trade fuf- 


fered an injury of no lefs than lorty p/'r cent, in a compe¬ 
tition with the manufafturcs of foreign countries, where the 
ftandard was Icfs. In Geneva the ftandard was twenty car¬ 
rats of gold, and four carrats of alloy. In I'Vance jt was 
twenty-one and three carrats of alio-,'. By thi« means great 
fuperioriry was afeertained over the l.'lnglifh m.o kri, not only 
on account of the cxpencc being, as he liad ftated forty per 
tenu in their favour, but aUb that ih. i; I uKlanl was in fail: 
more applicable to many or moft of the ar itics, in admitting 
of a higher polifh, and being much iiuue durable than ours. 
It gave an hartlncfs and tlafticity to the gold which ours 
wanted, and it was in many refpeits to be preferred, three 
ounces and an half of their gold went as far as four and an half 
of our ftandard gold, and a fnufF-box made with the Ge¬ 
neva ftandard would be more durable, more polifhcd, and 


more elegant than one made with our gold. The little city 
of Geneva, by this advantage, was enabled to make more 
watches in one year, than the two cuics of London and Paris 
did liOth together. In converfingone day with a tr-.idcfmaa in 
Geneva on the fubjeif, he obiervctl, that tlie diiadvantage 
which the Englifh manofailurers laboured under was, that 
Ithere was too much yellow lead in their articles. His Lord- 
fliip could nwt <'onceive what he meant by yellow lead ; he 
had nvvci luavd of fuch a thing, but ho was given to undcr- 
ftand, tiial yellow lead ftgnified gold; and in faff it feems, 
that without the alloy, the gold is little better than lead for 
the purpoles of manufafture. The noble Lord obferved, 
that it was fnrely the bufinefs of the Icg'iftatuie, at a time 
like the piefent, to give every encouragement and afliftnnee 
that they could to the manufafturcs of this country, as it 
was even on the feftoration of peace, bom the incteafe and 
iiourifhing condition of inanufa£l:ure, that we were'to look 
for national falvation.——This manufaflure was not in the 


predicament of moft others. 


Jt wa& not in ftatc of rival- 

Ihip 
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fhip and competition with fome others in the country; but; 
it was in comijetition with all the world. The hobj^ Lord 
mentioned feveral cafes, in which the lowjiefs of the* Ban- 
dard would ho of hngulur advantage, and fome in which it 
would be right to preiejvc the prefeut ftandard. .It W'as, 
therefore, the prayer of the petition to prcl'erve the prefent 
Bandard,. and alfo to have two otKers appointed, the Geneva 
and the I reach Bandards. He truBed the goldhniths’ com¬ 
pany would not oppolc thr jK-tition; if tliey did, he muB fay 
they were the inoB abfiial let of men in the world; for by 
the increafe of tliis manuiiidture, which w'ould naturally 
eiifue from this alteration, tplieir profits on making the ai tides 
would alfo increafe in proportion. 

Mr. i’. .S',VI//,6 faid, he ihould certainly opjiofo the hill in Mr. S. 
every Bage. He wms not V'-t prepared to giw, the, Houle the Sm-th. 
neceirarv information on the rnattei ; but when lie had le- 
ceiwd the advice of the goldfiniths’ company, lie would op- 
pofe it. If w\is In': firm opinion, that tlie alu ration would 
produdive of flnii * inconvenieTu ies m regard to coins, 
medals, .and othiT articles of tlie trade. 

Lord fa id, it would, in no inBance, affed coins Id. Mahon, 

and medals, as a piovdion would be made to pievent any in¬ 
convenience ol that (oil. 

'f'he petition wa: now read, and rt'ferred to a Committee, 

Mr, Bioircm/'i' now roii-, and in tlie abfence of Sir George Mr Dim- 
Savi!(', to bring up the petition from the delegates of the fe- 
veral aflTociated counties. He lamented that the petition 
Biould fuBer hy the ahfence of the honourable liaronet, who 
would liave given fo mueii n Ipect and energy to the humble 
and legal renuifition of thif coiiBituent body of tlie people; 
but, at the fame time, he rejoiced at tlie public opportunity 
which he had of declaring hi.s approbation of the piinciple 
and the tendenev of that T>etition, wliich Ipoke the lenti- 
meiits, and exprefled the wilhes ot ib many tlioufauds ol his 
own couBituents. 1 le dfclared, at the lame time, that the- 
prayer of the petition u .i.s altogether confiBent with liis own 
wilhes and principles. — He thought the reform which W'as 
foliciled l>y the people wa.s not only pro|K*r, hut abfolutely ne- 
ci flTary to tlie vvelfart and exiBence of oui ConBitution. He 
read the title of tlu* petition ; it did not Bate tlie fuhicribcrs 
to be the delegates of airticiatipns, but to be freeholders of 
different counties, &c. He inoveJfor leave to bring it up, 

Mr. CoL' profefied himfelf to be, as formerlv, the firm Mr. Coke, 
friend of tliofe conBitutional petitions which had come in the 
VoL, III. • T laB 




Mr. IV‘' y 


Mr. Dun 


, A. i7Bi. , 

fcflbn from the counties. He had himfelf figned one • of 
them,,and he highly approved of their principle and objedSl:. 
But tilings had fprung out of thole petitions of which he did 
not approve, becaufe he conceived them to be at once dan- 
jjFjrous and iinconftitutioiial; — thofe were the affciciations 
and the congrefs of delegates* If the prefent petition was, 
therefore, from the delegates, lie Biould certainly cfjipofe it. 
He would admit of no fuch charatSiers in a legal and confti- 
tutional point of view, and he delired to fee the fenfe of the 
Houfe fully expreflld on the occafion, as it was more manly 
to oppofe it in the hrft inflance, than to fufler it to lie on 
the table, and eftabiilh a precedent of a dangerous tendency. 
He fpoke fo freely, becauio he knew all the gentlemen who 
were the delegates from the d'derent counties, and knew 
them to be men of the in.>lt lelpertable charadler, and from 
whom, pc-rlonally, no injury to tiu; Conditution could he 
apprehended. Hut the dlrddilhment r^f luch a body, and the 
recognizing of them by the acceptame of their petition, Iv' 
looked upon «s exceedingly improper; ;ind for that rcafon he 
c'.ommeiidecl ihe city of London for liaving exfiuded them 
from the chambers of the city. Hr had thought itneceflary 
To fay fo tmigh, in order that the Houft might know his opi¬ 
nion on the rubiedl; and that if th<‘ petition proh fled itfelf to 
he from the delegates, the lenie of the Hoide might be de¬ 
clared at one c. 


« Mr. PbU'ys faid, that he )i;ul particui irly attended to the 
title of tlic pr? irion, In ! am whether or not ii w.v' exprelLd 
to be from the delegate-*.. He faid, if it had been fo, hc- 
fliould, like the honourabl.- gentleman, have oppofed the mo¬ 
rion for bringing it up, ?a*caiife be dirl not know, by the can- 
flitution, any fuch tluradfers as delegate';, hut it was not 
Iron* the dt.legates. The petition from rcntlernen Hated 
to be the freeholders i.»f countie.s, an<l as fuch the Houfe could 
not, in his opinion, reje6l it. 

]'}un>i'fi'] f*i«l, there could be no cpieflioh now, nor 
no debate about the projjriety or im]uoprir'ty of accepting a 
petition fmin men reprefented to be del-gates, becaufe no 
fuch petition was ofTered to the Houfe at this time, W'hcn 
it was, he fttould he ready to defend the pinpricty of fuch a 
petition, becaufe he conceived there wu\s nothing either ille¬ 
gal or unconftitutional in th.e charadler or in the name of a 
delegate. He wiflied to provoke no debate on this day j it 
was merely intended to move for the petition to lie on the 
tablij, in order that it Ihoukl be taken into conflderntion on 

a future 
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a future day. It had been liis wifli and defigu to KaVe pro- 
pofed to refer it to a Committee; and he conceived^ it was a 
topic well worth the moll: ferious conlideration of the Houfe. 

JBut he found that that propolition would have been difputed, 
and, therefore, he williedto give gentlemen leifure to read the 
petition, and to conlider it, before he Ihould make the motion ; 
and he had reafon to believe, that when they read it, and faw 
the names by which it was ligned, the obje<I 3 :s to which it 
went, and the purpofe which he aimed to accomplifli—they 
would not then think it proper to refule the motion of re- * 
ferring it to a Committee. Such a refuliil would, in fadl, be 
to lay, that tliere was nothing in the petition deferving the 
confidcration of the Houfe. This, he believed, they would 
not venture to lay. 'The petition was almoil: the fame, in 
every relpcot, as that which had been prefented laft year, on 
which tlic Houle had come to the relblutions of April 6, and 
which lelblutions, he would conceive, nothing but the diflb- 
Jution of rarltauHHl had prevented them from carrying into 
etFe6t. 

Mr. F 'ox laid, he did not rife to provoke a debate by faying Mr. Fo*. 
any thing on the fubjet^: of the petition to be prefented to 
the Houfe; but he could not lit llill and hear it allerted, 
t!i if it was an illegal or unconllifutionai thing to appoint de- 
If.gares, ^)r that ihofc delegates Ihould petition Parliament. 

He conlidered it, on the contrary, not only as a legal, but 
in the jirelent circumflances and fituation of their country, as 
a laudable mcafuie. By what law, or what a< 5 t, was it de^ 
dared to l>e unconhirutional for the peojde of this country 
to appoint di legalcs to refide in the metropolis, and to watch 
the ( ondud of their leprefentatives And by what law, or 
what ad, was it declared to he unconftitutional for their de¬ 
legates, lb apjjointed, to apply to Parliament by a loyal, 
fuhmiffive petition ? Did they lofe the privilege of the free- 
liolder when they alTumed the title ot tlie delegate ? Or did 
it, in any degree, change, the nature or diminilh the confe- 
rpience of the perfons when they adopted that charader ? 

Surely not; fuch a petition would be i>erfedly conilitutional. 

He found no law nor ad to prevent it; but be found it, from 
every confideration, to he not only a legal but a laudable 
mentdre —and if that petition had been declared to be tlft; 
fietition of the delegates, he r».ouid have been ready to have 
figiied it in his delegated •capacity, and to have defended it 
in that Houfe as a faithful reprefentative of the jieople. It 
had not been iigiied in that maunei, becaufe it might have 

1 ' been 
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4ifilgreeable to fome gentlemen who were otherway s 
frifiiidly to the ohjefls of the petition. 

Mr. Coke faid a few words in reply, in which he ohferved> 
that he knew, and would admit of no delegates but thole 
which he faw in tliat Houfe. Yorklhire had two very good 
deJegales, and if thev were v ile would wifli for no more. 

The petition was now brought up, read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 


X. ./fpr 'tl 3. 

An inquiry avus inlHfutcd into the caufo of an apparent 
delay in the delivery of the writ for thv^ elcdlion of a burgel:* 
to lei ve in Parliament for the borough of Honitori. — Mr. 
Smith, deputy to Mr. Harmood, mellenger to the cle rk of 
the crown, was examined, after whicli the inquiry was ad- 
iourned till after the holvdavs. 

lS!o public bufinds. 

Mr.Wilkfs. Mr. JVilkcs rofe to make his annual in!)rion, jgr rah!a t > 
the intimation which he had given. 11c laid, lie did not 
rife to enter into any particular enumerarion of the argu¬ 
ments w^hich had from time to time hetn adv'anctd on tins 
fubjedl; they wore not unknown to this IJoufe, altlnnigh thi.< 
was the firll fcflion of a new P.nliami-nt. 1 Ic lliould alwavs 
think it his duty to bring on tju; queltion, both from the le- 
gard which he entertained for the violat "'! prii ilcgc; of the 
* conftituent body of the Commons Houle ol Parliament, 

and in particular, for tliofe of his own conditiients, tlie 
freeholders of MiddJefex; and he trulled, the Houfe, in 
the recolledtion of the rrufl which had b^vn fo rcrcntly 
repofed in their hands by the people, would think them- 
felves bound by their duty and gratitude to Ihcw their ab¬ 
horrence of that refolution winch contained fo daring an 
infringement on thcii rights and franchiles. He had not one 
new idea to ofler on the fubjedf. He I>elievcd the Houfe 
were in poflefllon of every thing which was necelliiry to 
thenr convidlion. He particularly adverted to the condudl 
of the prefent Sjieaker on this quellion in tlie lad Parliament, 
and paid him high compliments for the manly and indepen¬ 
dent part which he had taken in reprobating the u folution 
of the Houfe, and he doubted not, ‘but he would now have 
the fatisfadlion of declaring, that-^ the Houle agreed to the 
ex]>unging of that relblutioiv unanimouny, [The Houfe 
could not reftrain from a loud laugh at this expreiSon.] And 
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he obferved, as he knew what hncere |,>leafnre he mitH: 
by declaring that c'ircuinftance, he would not detain him ^ 

from the eiijoyn»ent, by entering into any argument on the 
occalion. Ho therefore delired, that the journals ot the 
lyihof February 1769, containing th'^ rtfolution ot expul- 
ilon, might be ^^^d by the cleric .ic tlie tabli;. And this be¬ 
ing done, lie begged leave to mo^»e, 

‘ That the retolution of ilie Houle of the t/th of I cbru- 
:ity 8769,’ Tiiat John Wilkes, Kfq; having heeii in this 
fefi'ion rd Pai liatnenr expelled this Houfe, was, and is inca¬ 
pable oi being clecied a meqaber to fei ve in this prefent Par- 
liami'iit, be expunged from the journals of this Houfe, as 
being I'ubverllve of the rights of the whole body of eleddors of 
this kmgjlom.” 

Mr. Hvfj^ role and fuid, that in the particular fituation in Mr. 
v\h!ch he ilood, he ronhJered it as his immediate duty to 
lecond the motion of his honourable colleague. I'hc expul- 
fion had bivii an attack of the moft daring nature on the 
t^ghls, of the county of Middleiex, immediately, as it was 
on thole of all the conftituent body of England in its ten¬ 
dency and jii lnctjdc. 11 was a refolution which had given 
ur'./a rial alanii aial difTatisfaiSlicm; and he declared, that 
on* ot that Houle he did not meet w'ith a perfon who pre¬ 
luded lo .ipprove of it. He fmccrely hoped they would 
tlien all'ei t tlieir honour as imat, and aft up to the fentiments 

v\ Idch tht y j>ollefEd. 4 

Mr, Char It'^ Turner reprcl tended the fpirit of levity which Mr Charka 
pn' ulud in tliat Houfe, to the extindfion of all grave and Turner 
liecoiuing <lemeanour. The refolution complained of, was 
no of merriment. It had in fiidt been one of the great, 

c.uilos wliicli had feparated this country from America. It 
had given the colonies jull; reafon to dillruft the Parliament 
of threat Britain. After fuch a refolution they could no 
longer conlldcr them as the conftituents of the jieople, but 
the packed adherents of a profligate miniftry. Was not the 
fufpicion hut too well founded ? Of what was that Houfe 
coiniiotcd r One half of them were fcated bv Peers, 'Fhere 
wi:i‘o a lew popular boroughs, where the liCaviefi puiie gained 
the compicfl, and they were devoted, in a lliamefiil degree, ^ 
to the treafury lK;nch. They were no more to be confuiereJ 
us tile reprclentatives of tHF people. He called uiion them, 
wnth the moft anxious concert!, to refeue tliemfelves from 
the imputation of iudi fl.Tvitude and vailaiage, and in doing 
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itfcis 4 h«y tcould more cflciShiaTly invite the Americans to a 
return of their ccmfiHence, than by any other ftep whatever- 
lidjSiim/. Lord Sumy warmly recommended the motion, and de¬ 
clared that it was not only the fenfe of the county of Middle- 
fex, but alio of the whole country, that that refolution was 
highly fubverfive of their'rights and privileges. The Houfe 
might eafily remember what general difTatisfaiffion w-as given 
by that refolution. It not only infpired the fiilpicion, that 
that Houfe was devoted to the minifter, but alfo tiiat the re- 
ilblution W’as the adl of refentment againft an individual for 
Iiaving wnth his pen explained to the people the dangerous 
and alarming tendency of the fyftem then forming for the 
overthrow of the empire. I'his was the general opinion, and 
it heightened the djHatisfa< 5 lion, hecaufe it was tlie fentiment 
of evety man who had any regard for the Conftitution of this 
country, and wifli to fee that gentlemandaily employing his 
pen in detedfing and expollng the errors and the vices of the 
prefent Adminiftration. 

On adivifion the numbers were: Ayes 6 t, Noes 116. 

In a Committee, went through the hill for laying an adJi- 
tioiaal duty on paper, with amendments. 

jlpril 6. 

LordKonh. Lord Kmih, in purfuance of his notice given fome days 
ago, moved for leave to bring in a hill for the bettei ma¬ 
naging and colledting the tax upon iervants. His itudfhip 
flated to the Ifoufe, that a great deficiency had arifen in rlii- 
produce of this tax, for inftead of ioo,oool. at which it had 
been computed, not mo;e than half that fum had bt-en the 
annual colle< 9 :ion : yet at the time when he firft propoted to 
tax fervants at a guinea a man, he was thought to have cal¬ 
culated too low, in elHmaling the .amount at only ioo,oool. 
per annum. Such a difappointincnt, he was perl'uaded, 
could not have refultcd, but from great defedl in the collec¬ 
tion ; and, indeed, it was univerlaUy allowed, that the pre¬ 
fent mode of levying this tax was very iinpcrtedV. He, there¬ 
fore, fliouid fubmit to the Houfe, that it would he a great 
, improvement to take the colledlion from the parochial aflef- 
fors, and give it to the officers of excife, which was tlic oh- 
jedl of the bill now moved for. Jt was obvious liow many 
advantages would refult from this alteration, and how much 
more likely the tax would be thereby to enfure the defign of 
Parliament; for the prefent colledtors, in the firft place, were 
not under the control .and diferetion of the board of taxes; 
but the officers of excife were ftridlly amenable to their com- 

iniffioners. 
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miffioners. The former had only two or tlirdc icdfedoi^ of 
•window lights, for the purpofe of infpe<£tion, throng aia^ifix- 
tenhve diftri^t ; but the latter were numerous in every ieity 
a/id town throughout the kingdom. The excifofitien, too, 
had conftant opportunities of obfervingthe obie<St of this tax, 
and checking any impofitiori, w^bile employed in their eSom- 
mon avocations. For thefe reafons^ it was extremely pro¬ 
bable that the revenue would be greatly iinpioved by the al¬ 
teration he recommerided, and he faw no objection that could 
avife to it, except gentlemen were difpofed to take alarm at 
the very name of an excifeman: but he mufb heg leave to 
obviate any reafonable apprekenflon on that ground, by in¬ 
forming them, that no introduction of the excife laws what¬ 
ever was intended. The officer would have no authority by 
this bill to enter tlie Houfe, or make any retLarches which 
tlie preli-nt aileflbrs were not empowered to ufe ; in fhort, 
his mention was to alter the colleiCtors, and nothing elfc,— 
As tliis tax had not been productive, it furely was incumbent 
on l^arliainent to inake it fo, if poffible, and thole who had 
already been fully affifled, would have muchreafon to be dil- 
latisfird if the fum was increaled, becaule the collection had 
bt+n imecpial ; it was, therefore, right to try this exiJeriment 
in the firit place, and if it Ihould not anfwer his expectation. 
It wiHiLl then be early enough to think of making any addi¬ 
tion to the tax, 

fiefitlonen might, perhaps, think that in order to-fjtare 
tin; finking fund, by making the tax productive, he ought to 
iinpoa^ feme new burden, by doubling, or at leall increafing, 
in fome degree, the prelent tax ; but though this might hcre- 
alu r he found neceffiiry, yet he held it to be more than juf- 
tice, fo thofe who had fairly paid the tax, to contrive means« 
and fry every expedient to make thole pay, who had hithertO" 
evade;! the payment of the tax; and until he fliouid have 
tried thofe expedients, he thought he could not, without hi- 
Tullire, r.iife an additional fervants* rax, upon thofe who had 
alreaily boncllly and fairly paid the old one. 

He had another alrerarion to Introduce by this bill, which 
was to make an aileffinent on the preferit year, and not on 
the preceding one, as under the prelent mode of collei^ion; 
for as the cafe now ftood, there was always one yeaFs taxes 
in arrears, and would ncceirayJjT hf fo at the day ofjudgement, 
if the tax fhould cont inur fo long. He intended, therefore, 
that the excife officers fhouki I>egin their colleCVion for the 
year 1781. On this a laugh was taifed, from the idea that 

• it 
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i$ was'^pi^ to tdike a dopbfe coIMion for the current 
' ycaiiT^ hut^iis Lordfhip exjdained his idea to be, that the af- 
feflfeent for 1780 lliould be left afide, and a new one take 
place for this year only« 

Sir Edward jffliey laid a few words, not in oppohtion to 
the noble Lord’s motion, which he entirely approvetlof, but 
for the purpole of luggd-fting, that a duty on cider, which 
was in contemjdafion lome years ago, and laid ahde, from a 
.reiudlance to adroit excifemen into private houlbs, was never- 
tlielefs a very proi?er, and would llill, if adopted, become a 
very produ<Sl:ive tax. 

Mr. Townjhend dijffered from his ht)tiourable friend in 
this opinion; for however eligible a tax on cider might be in 
other reipe£ts, its produce would never compenfate for the 
odious introdudtion of excife officers into private families. 
With refpedt to the prefent motion, be entirely acijuieiiccd in 


it., and w^as gl^d to fee the tioblc Lord ptopofmg to increalc 
the; revenue without impofing an .uklitional tax. This was 
oppofite to the general tenor of his conduct, fir lie had coiu- 
monlv nbferved, every nominal impiovement had turned out 
ill fabt to he a new burden on the people. 

There wasS fomethmg. however, wliich dropped from tlie 
noble. Lord, at which lie could not help ronfening his ditaji- 
probation ; his Lordnii]> had talked of this alteration as an 
experiment, on the feibire of whicli rlie tax was to be in~ 
creafed; but lie hoped nothing of that kind vva^ in contempla¬ 
tion : for though one guinea a fei vant might be moderate and 
equitable, two guineas would be an intolerable burden. 

Mr, Baker, Mr. Bilker l>egged of the noble Lord to e.xplain, whethei 
the additional five per cent, on cxcifc duties, impofed this 
year, would be added to the fervants’ tax by the bill now 
propofed ? 

Xorth. Lord North n-plied, that the five per cent, being impofed 
only on tbofe duties colledted by the Commiffioners of excife, 
before the a6lr by which that addition was made, could not 
afte<St a branch of taxation, which fliould be afterwards given 
to their management. He then faid a few words in anfwer 
to Sir Edward Aftley. After which the queflion was pul, 
and leave given without oppofition. 

His Lordfliip then rofe again, and laid he had a propofition 
to make in the Committee of wavs and mean.s relative to the 
duties on almanacks, but it w'ould be necelTary firfi: to move 
it in the Houfe, that it might go in the form of an inftruc- 
tion to the Committee. By the Jaws now in being, thefe 
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duties wem divided ii^o two brandies, 

thofe on. book almanacks; and the latter were dMiffefe'the 

amount of the former, the one being charged only with a 



•ng more vaiuahie, couio attorn to pay 
a liigher duty than tlu; other fpecies ; !)ut a door had here 
been op netl to c\'arion and fraud againil the revenue, fdr the 
Uieet were Jiow printed on fo large a ])ai)er, and made to fold 
in Inch a manner as to anfwer all the purpofes of book al¬ 
manacks, though they paid but half the duty. -This prat-' 
tice had been complained of by the bookfelJers, and waii 
plainly injurious to the public. This .ipjiear’ed by a compa- 
ril'on of the duties paid on and boc'k almanacks in two 
year.c. In one year 316,51 ^ ihcet ahnanacks, and 261,060 
book almanacks—but in the next y'ear tlie contrivance of 
printing ilioet almanacks bad far fucccevlcd, that book airna- 
nacks had in the very next year fillen 31,003 of the aboA-e 
number. He Ihould therefore^ propofe to provide a remedy 
againll it, by railing the duty on iliert ahnAnack.' to tlie 
fame amount as the other, by which the increafe of duty 
v.'ou]d be about 2,6ooL a year, entire nea left computation 
it was pofiible to make. But his plan went farther tlian this, 
and he thought it would he bell to open it now fully to the 
Houle, though it would be foreign to the quellton of to-day. 
The right of printing almanacks was for a long time mono¬ 
polized by the ftationers’ company and the two univerlitics, 
till the latter gave up their privilege to tlv llationers, on 
condition of receiving a yearly compenfation in money, 
which was fettled at 500 guineas a year for Cambridge, and 
550I. for Oxford; thefe annuities were employed by the 
univerfities for very noble purpoles, and highly beneficial to 
the public, for tlrev defrayed tlu* expence of piinting'inany 
valuable works, which would otherw’ife have been loll in ob- 
feurky. But after this agri^ement had long fuhlllled, and 
the monopoly which gave rile to it had been exorcifed wiili- 
out diljmtc for more than tw'o hundred years, it W'as quefti- 
oned, and after much litigation defeated, by the alhduity of 
Mr. Carnaii, a printer, who fupported the right of printing 
almanacks for himfelf aa'l-ihe public at large, and obtained 
a judgment in the court of Common Pleas feme years ago 
againft the ftationers and the iiniverfilies, by whifch their 
monopoly was declared illegal. He meant in no degree to 
throw cenfurc on* the coiiduift of Mr, Carnan. His exer- 
VoL, 111 . U tious 
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l^d: 4 <?ne lum credit. Id coiil^xi«nce of bis Lord- 

&i{> com^ued, a biU had btea brotjght mto Pacllaineat £or 
gnaking that whicli by the laws then in being was pro* 
nounced to be otbprwife; and the great injury wluch would 
npdound to the wiiverrities, ♦was the principal ground on 
which the Houfe was reqileftid to renew the monopoiy.^— 
He hirofclf was a friend to that bill, but had the misfortune 
to find himfeif in a minority, the Houfe being of opinion 
that they ought not to autbprize monopolies in any cafe, 
and feeling befide the great detriment which would redound 
to Mr. Carnan, by deilroying the- effedt of all his expences, 
and public-fpirited Ipduftry. However, it was fuggeiled on 
that occaiaon, and undenlood to be the lenfe of the Houfe, 
that fome means Ihoulcl be found to compenfatc tlie univer¬ 
sities for the lofs of their annual incomes.-Having Hated 

thefe particulars, his Lordfhip faid that he thought no provi- 
ijon could be made with fo much propriety for reimburfing 
the two univerfities from any other fund, as from that in- 
crcafe of revenue which was now In contemplation, by rai¬ 
ling the duty on almanacks; and he iliould tbeiefore propofe, 
in the committee of fupply on Monday next, to charge the 
produce of this new tax with 500J. a year fen the univcrllty of 
Oxford, and the fame fum for that of Cambridge. 

Sir E. JJiky fuggefted a fear, that a charge might be maile 
by this fpirit of Jil^rality, which the whole amount of the 
duties might not be fufficient to aiifwer, as great numbers of 
almanacks might now be <:ni band. 

Mr. Strah&n role to inform the honourable gentleman, that 
an almanack only ferves for one year, and there was no rea- 
fon to r»pprehend that tlie additional duty would injure the 
trade; and Lord North fatisfied him, that no other fund 
would be charged with the propofed annuities, Ihould this not 
prove refponllblc, 

Mr. Byn^ declared he would give his oppofition to the no¬ 
ble Lord in this mark of his private and local generoftty, for 
he thought the country was not in a fituatlon to afford it. 
It was a job, and of the fame nature with thofe favours which 
the noble Lord fo profufely beftowed, at tlie public expence, 
in order to Hrengthen his own interell. He alfo profefled 
his dilapprobation of the pr6pofe<L4^*^y* 

The Solicitor General (Mr. Mansfield) felt himfelf called 
upon in gratitude to the l^ned body who had conferred uponj 
him the diifinguiflied honour of making him their reprefen- 
tative, to fupport the noble Lord’s propoiition; but had ho 
no peculiar motive to adluatc him on this occafion. Hill, as a 

public 
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publit {Bao» amdi a metilber of that Hou^ liEe ilLbulq 
concur in a mcafure, which he conceived was eflential to the 
honour and intercft of the nation* The prc^of^ grant could 
not be deemed a private one; fpr nothing could be more emi¬ 
nently a public intereft than th6 puofpei ity of the two univerfi- 
ties: fur^y it was needlefs to fupport that truth among fo mimy 
gentlemen who owed their education to thofe famous femi- 
naries, of which their country experienced tlie happy elicdt. 

He then entered into tiie lubjedi of the monopoly ; and 
though he admitted the legality of the decifion by which it 
was dellroycd, contended the univerfitics fuftained thereby a 
confuierable hiirciriiip. 

The Honouruble John Townjhend alfo pleaded the caufe of The Hob. ■ 
the univerfities with infinite fpirit and addrefi;. The honour , 

of the empire, he faid, was councdled with its literary charae- ‘ 
ter, and iii a great degree dependent upon it. Surely it would i 

never be faid, that the libevaiity of Parliament towards the 
two univpifitiep would ever be <;onf dered as a job, nor ranked 
among the favours of the Minifter, diftributed for the pur- 
pofes of influfmee and corruption. It was not often that he^ 
could have tlie plenfuie of fupportlng the mcafures of Govern¬ 
ment, but when he could do it with the confidence that their 
rneafui'os were rlpiht, lie would find infinitely morefatisfadlion 
in liipporting than in oppofing them. This was one of the 
few motions in wliicli he not only thought the Minifier was 
right, but alfo laudaldc;; and it was certainly among the firft 
duties of the Legiflature to cultivats rlie refpedf and the glory 
of letters, by the honourable patronage wdiich they beftowed 
on the two univerfities. It would be a miferablc fituatiou, 
equally diladvantageous and difgraceful to tlie country, if 
there was not a prefs in the kingdom at which a man oi ge¬ 
nius and learning could truft any performance beyond a play 
or a itoveJ. 


V' 'fSM 


Earl of Surrey faid, he did not rife to oppofe the motion Earl of 
from any difrefpeft to the two univerfities, for which bodies Swriay, 
of men he had the greateft veneration. He was very willing • 
that they iliould receive the fum propofed for them by the 
noble Lord, but he thought it fhould come from another fund 
than a tax on almanacks. Almanack-makers, his Lordlhip ** 
obferved, were a very ufeiaTTfet of men. Therefore, let the 
fum to be railed for the univerfities be levied on the holders of 
fmecures, fome of which have three thoufand a year. 

Sir William Dofltm mentioned the particular obligations he slrwuiw® 
was under to one of the univerfities, and fpokc of the advan- 
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tage of prefles, in whici) fome worksfiad coin<? 

out, atid in which iome others, lie dnderllbod, would loon 
come out, that w^uld do honour to the nation* 

Mr. Byn^ laid,' that he conceived it to lie too humiliating 
to the dignity of tlie two ijniWhties-, to lolit it a two-jximiy 
tax on almanacks. The King had a great revenue granted 
him for one expivfs pnrpofe, which was, according to Lord 
Somei-fet, that of rcv\arding merit. Let the civil lift, then^ 
fupply tlie thoufand pounds to the univerfities. Ten thou- 
fand |>oumls in the new loan was equal to a thoufand pounds 
a year; and that, according to the nohle Lord in the blue rib¬ 
band, was the leaft that can be given to u muinber of Parlia¬ 
ment, It Was below the two imiverfiiies to lolicit a fum nut 
greater than that which is given to one member of Ibirha- 
ment. 

Sir IV* Dolht'}} faid, that he was furprifed to liear the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, wlu' v/as io /calous an enem\ to the c\- 
cefs <;f inliiicnce of tlie Ciown, cunt<'rtding for mcreafmg it, 
by yielding to that branch ol the I.egilliture tW lionoia- and 
advantage ot patronising and gainiu. an influence in tlif; 
iinivothties. 

- J.ord Korib, in anfwer to what havi Llifti ficm duTcrent 
fpcakers, laul, that no fa\'(j>ur whatevtt had l>t cn Ihewn in tlie 
colleftion of taxes by C m worn ment to any of the king¬ 
dom; and he heartily wdhed that tlio taxe^ miglit bo fairly 
and lully col]e 61 (d tlirouplioiit the whole. As to gianting 
■the thoufand pounds out of the ci\ il liJl, the King ji.ud aln-ady 
jEvcryi rririus profeUhr in all the univevilties, in both Knglaod 
and Scotland; and thus the Crown had already been a libcial 
|•>atr(^n ct the mules. With reg.ard to Mr, P>vng’s argument 
againll the motion, taken from the finalinefs of tin. fum to be 
railed by tlie tax prupoled, he could nor deny tiv- truth of his 
premiles, though he could not draw the limie couclulion. At 
any rate, ho hope d, tlrat it it fnould he reckoned a good ar¬ 
gument, agaiiifl the luipofition of atax, that it was very fmall, 
it would b» a good argument, from parity of rcafoniiig, for 
the laying on of a tax that was a lieavy one: a kind of rea- 
foning W'hich he miglit find it very inconvenient on many oc- 
cafums to .adopt. 

Mis Lordfliip proceeded to jcih*w;?h Mr, Byng concerning 
till', finallnefs of the film of a fhoufand pounds, which, he 
faid, he imde-fftopd the honourable, gentleman thought too 
little to be given to a member of Paiiiamcnt. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Byng replied to Sir W. Dolben ?tid lord Noitli* 

'I'he motion was then agreed to, 

Jpril 9. 

The report from the commistee of ways and means re- 
fpe<^^ing the additional duty on meeft almanacks was brought 
lip by Mi’. Old, and gave rife to a Ihort converfation, id 
which Mr. oppofej the tax, becaiife it was repugnant to Mr. Byng. 
the general pfinci])le of taxation, according to which, no 
duty ought to be laid on the nation but for public good: in 
tlje preleiit calc, the tax to be laid w^as for a private end; and 
though ihefum to be railed by it was inconfiderable, anddef- 
lined to a ufe againfl which he had no objc^lion; yet he was 
determined to oppolb, in the very outfet, the introdudlion of a 
iyrtem or inode of impofing taxes, which militated againft 
t he eliabliflied rules and Ipii it of parliamentary grants. There 
was hill another ohjedion to the tax. 'fhe noble Lord wlio 
had moved it was, he believed, erroneous in refped to his 
calculations: for though the noble Lord had been pleafed to 
fiV on hriiiav laft, that the faleof book almanacks had fallen 
ilu>rt by '^2,cco of the number lold annually, previous to the 
diilblia ion of the monopoly, yethew'asof opinion, that the 
thili>iulion of the monopoly was by no means the caufe of the 
dLcreali.; .ind that the fale of Biect almanacks had not in- 
c’cau d ill ju oportion as that of book almanacks had decreafed; 
l.n he was authonled by Mr. Carnan, who was fuppoled to 
half profited moll by the extindion of the monopoly, to fay, 
that he did not fell more than twothoufand llieet almanacks 
annu:illv, lince the monojioly had been overturned. 

Sir IViHiam Dolben infifted, in oppofition to Mr. Byng, sirWtllUai 
that the tax was really for public as well as private purpofes : Dolbea, 
that many learned piodudions, highly beneficial to the pub¬ 
lic, and to mankind in general, had been printed and pubiilhed 
at the expcnce of the nniverfities; and the learned bodies 
had carried their zeal tor the propagation of the light of lite¬ 
rature and morality fo fiir beyond the line of their revenues, 
that if they had not been afiifted.by private benevolence, they 
would have found themfelves in a very difagreeable predica* 
inent indeed. Hence he concluded, that as the tax was for a 
-purpofe from which the public muft ultimately derive advan¬ 
tage, he contended, that t^^carry it into a law was by no 
; means repugnant to the generaf principle laid down by the 
Houfe for its guide in taxation. 


Auotbet 
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An6tber manner, whofe name we could not I«am, aflferting, 
that tlw public derived advantages from the publications of 
learned works, under the dirc( 9 :ion of the univerfities, proved 
his aflertioft by thiis remark; that the price of books was by 
thofe means kept lower than it otherwife would be, and that 
hibles were now cheaper tlian they had been fifty years ago. 
This ailertion produced a loud laugh; by which the Houle 
feemed to exprefs an opinion that this could , be accounted for 
otherwife, than by aferibing it to the prefles of the nniverfi- 
ties; as if piety and devotion were become luke-warm, and 
that as the demand for biblas was no longer as great as it ufed 
to be, fo the price of courfe might veij naturally have fallen. 
Mr. J. Mr. y, Tovmjhend faid, that an aa of munificence from 
Townihena Parliament to the univerfities, of enabling them to bring out 
new publications, ought not to be confidered in the light of a 
private grant; it was undoubtedly of a public nature, becaule 
it was for the public good. The fum winch tlie univerfities 
were to derive from the tax in queftion was equally moderate 
and reafonable; and confequently he held if his duty to for¬ 
ward the meafure as far as in Irim lay. 

The report was at lafl agreed to without a divifion. 

The Houfe then refolved itlMf into a committee of fupply; 
Ld. Norih. fo which Lord Northmovedy for loool./^rr to be dif- 

trihuted in equal parts between the two univerfities. 

Sir Edward Sir Edward JJiley hoped that the grant now moved for 
Aitley. might be made chargeable on the produce of the additional 
duty on almanacks, and on that produce alone; fo that if the 
new tax fliould not produce the fum that the noble Lord ex- 
ptedled from it, the annuity Ihould not be charged upon any 
other fund; but flKmld immediately ceafe and determine. 
l.crd North. Lord faid, that this was exaditly his intention. The 
news tax, however, was to be confidered as a public regula¬ 
tion of the revenue, as well as a mode of railing an annnity 
for the univerfities: for, notwithftanding what had been faid 
by an honourable member, the decreafe of fale in the hook 
almanacks had been occafioned by nothing elfe but the evafion 
of tike duty <mi fheet almanacks, which he had explained on 
Friday; if the new tax fliould take away all pofiihility of 
evafion, -the public would certainly derive advantage from it; 
»td no harm, but much good, would follow from gmnting a 
fibare in riiA advantage to the univerfities. 

The motion pafled; as alfo a fecond, by which it was re¬ 
fold, that the above annuity of lOOoA. prr he charged 
on the fund arifing from the additional duty on almanacks. 

The 
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^ The HowCe was then refiimed t and unidedifttely Lord Mmh Lor4 K»tUi 
rofe to make a motion rebtivo to the Eai^-'India Company. 

It was not his intention, he faid, to move any fpccidc jmto- 
pofition before the holidays, or go into a dehate oh the 
important hufinefs that the regubtion of the company's af¬ 
fairs would open to the view of Parliament. However, Ims 
thought it would be proper for him to by fomethingthis day 
on the fuhje£l, that gentlemen might fee upon what grounds* 
it would be necelTary to proceed. For this purpofe, it would 
be requifite for him to go back to the year 1767, In that 
year an agreement had been made with the company, by 
which they were bound to pay to GovennneiJi ■,oc,cccl. per 
annum for two years, in confideration of a farther enjoyment 
of the revenue ariling from the territorial acquifitions in 
India. This agreement he confeflc*d was faultVj and hard 
upon the company, for it bound them to pay the ftipnbtcd 
fuin, under every poflible fituation of affairs; even though 
they Ihould be obliged by W'nr, or any lofs flowing from fome 
other cauie, to lower their dividends for that purpofe. In 
1760 another agreement took place, by which the company 
was bound to pay the annuity of 400,000!. for ffx. years : but 
this IV'Cond agreement was not liable to the objedlion tliat 
might liavc been made to the former; for the dire«£lors of the 
company were empowered to regulate the payment of this 
annuity by the dividends they fhould make, or rather by the 
fuccels ol their commerce, or the Ioffes they fhould fultain ; 

that tlie annuity ffiouid fo far fludluate w ith the company's 
affaiis that if their profits ffiouid be under the ffandard ac¬ 
cording to which the annuity had been regulated, then the 
annuity ffitnild be proportionably under 400,000!. a year; 
but if tl’.eftate of affairs ffiouid enable the company to make 
a dividend of eight per cent, and ftiil leave a furplus in their 
treafury, then the neat profits over and above the dividend of 
eight per cent, and all the citperices of the company were to be 
divided between tliem and Government, at the rate of three 
fourths to the latter, and the remaining one ffyurth to the 
former. The completion of this agreement, which was to have 
lafled from 1769 to 1775, was prevented by the calamity that 
hefel the company in 1772. Gentlemen might remember that 
the drafts on the company, ih that year, were fo great, that 
they could by no means fatisfy them: in this aidioft bankrupt 
ffate; for bankrupt he might call ir, when the demands on 
the company were gipater than their refources to fatisfy 
them, it was impofEble for the directors to fulfil their agree- 
inent; Parliament at this foafonable moment interfered, and 
•by a friendly indulgence as well as by certain regulations, 

raifed 
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ruin, to that opulent, flouriili- 
ing conydition in which the c^pany now Hands* Pariiaineiit 
granted them a loan of i,5o6,oqo 1* by which they were enabled 
to difcharge all the claims,that were then made upon, them?: 
the conditions^this loanwefe, that until the i,5oo,ocxd 1. ihould 
be repaid, the dividendsfliouid not exceed fix percent, ami that 
till their bond debts Ihouldbe reduced i ,500,000!. the dividends 
Hiould not!:« more than feveii per cent, but if the fuccefs of their 
affairs ihould enable them to make a dividend of eight per cent, 
after the extinction of the loan debt, and tlie reduction of tJs^ 
bond debt to 1,500,000!, then the old agreement was to be 
xeibrted to; in confequence of which all the neat profits over 
and above the dividend and cxpences of the ci>inp.'my, were to 
be divided in the proportioii already mentioned, of three 
fourths to Government, and one fourtii to the company. Thar 
snra had fince arrived; for the company had lince divided eight 
per ce»t,hnt the neat profit exceeding that dividend liad not been 
divided with government, who conlequently had a demand 
upon the company for whatever funi three fourths of tlie neat 
profits have produced. 

This was the fituation of the company and the public, 
when offers had been made by the fenntrto Government for 
a renewal of their charter: tbefe offl-rs had not appeared to 
• him fufficiently advantageous to tlie public, who, in his opi¬ 
nion, were julily entitled to a participation of thofe profits 
;,and advantages, which the company noAv enjoy through the 

f eaerous aflillance of Pariiainent. It was now the bufinefs of 
arliament to interfere, fince the company had not thought 
propel to renew their applications, or make better offers for 
the public. It would be for Parliament to pronounce whe¬ 
ther it would be proper for the crown to take the territorial 
' revenues and acquifitions into their own hands, or leave them 
to the management of a company. It was alfo for them to 
conftder if it was proper to throw the trade to India entirely 
open, or grant the monoiK>ly of it to another company. Ho 
did •not mean to bring before the Houfe, on this day, the quel- 
tioai of property in the territorial acquifitions and revenue; for 
;liis own ‘part, it was a fixed maxim, that whatever territorial 
acquifitions are made by l'ubje£tsof this ff ate, muff neceflarily 
belong to the public; and~conlfequently he was as clear as Ik? 
was of any thing whatevef, that the territorial poffeffions in 
India are the undoubted right and projierty of thf- Crown and 
the people. This .was aqueffion which had been difputed by tlie 
company, though the grants made to tliem were founded on 
that right moft clearly exprefled ; md the annuities ffipulated 
to be paid to Government, were tlie price of the fufpenfion or 

waving. 
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waviiijg that right, for the terms agreed upoit in the 
9.jgFeemehts made with the Com{>any : this had fbrprUed him 
greatly; and nothing could heighten his furprife, but to hear 
that they ihould deny the juft claim that Government had to 
an annual .participation in the profits exceeding a dividml of 
eight per cent* 

But it might be faid, that the commercial profits alone 
v/ithout the territorial revenues were equal to a dividend of 
eight per cent, and confequently, that the Company ought to 
he entitled to fuch a dividend, without being liable to have it 
leiTened, to procure greater emoluments to Government, on 
the fuppofition that the territorial revenues, and not the profits 
of commerce alone, enabled the Company to divide eight per 
cent.; this objeflion might be founded on the Report of a fe- 
lecl Committee, by which it appeared, that on a medium of 
forty-feven years, from 1708 to 1755, before the territorial 
acquifitions had b«n made, the Company had divided annually 
eight per cent.; this objedlion, though feemingly very plaufx- 
ble, was not unanfwerable: the Committee, who admitted the 
dividend, did not fay, that the fituation or pofturc of the 
pm'fi during the forty-feven years alluded to jullificd 

fb large a dividend ; and the confequeiice that attended it ma- 
nifeftJy proved that it was highly unjuftifiable: for when Go^ 
vermnent reduced the interefts on the debt it owed to the 
Company one-half per cent, the Direftors reduced this divi¬ 
dend from eight to fix per cent, which clearly proves, that the 
debts accumulated in confequence of former large dividends 
were very great indeed: and yet, no fooner had tiie Company 
acquired their territorial pofleffions, anvl been enabled, by the 
loan of 1,500,0001. to avail themfelves of the benefits that in 
time they knew they muft derive from them, that they not 
only repaid the 1,500,000!, and reduced their bond debt to 
1,500,0001, but alfo raifed tlieir dividends from fix, to which 
they had fillen, to eight per cent, hence it was clear, that the 
mere trade of Indja could never enable the Company, without 
the territorial acquifitions, to make a dividend ofeight per cent. 

His Lordftiip farther obferved, that though he did not 
then intend to ftate any fpecific propofition relative to the 
future management of the CoiQpany’s aftairs, ftill he held it 
to be his duty to ftate to the Houfe fome points, that would 
be very proper for them to confider, before they ihould pro* 
ceed to vote any queftion, Firft, the propriety of maUng 
the Company account with the public for the three fourths 
of all the net profits above eight per cent. Next, the pror 
priety of granting a renewal of the charter foranexdufive 
VoL. ill, X . trade; 
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tride for a ftiort, rather than for long term. Thirdly, of giving 
a greater degree of power than had hitherto been enjoyed, to 
the Governor of Bengal; and that he might be in future fome- 
thing more than tlie othjer toembers of tl^e Council, a mere 
primus inter pares* For his part, he was an enemy to abfolute 
power; but if the genius and liabits, and religious prejudices 
of India were inconhftent with a free government, then necef- 
fity would juftify Parliament with a degree of abfolute power, ■ 
to be exerciled by him with moderation and diferetion. 
Fourthly, he would fuggeft the propriety of eftablifhing a 
tribunal at home here, for judging of India affairs only, and 
punifhing thofe fervants of the Company who ftiould be con- 
vidled of having abufed their power. If gentleman ftiould 
objecl: to this tribunal, that it would be wrong to have a man 
tried in a manner different from that in which the reft of his 
fellow fubjedts were tried, he would, in reply to this objeclion, 
obferve, that there was no ccmpulfion for any man to go out 
to India; the a( 5 l was voluntary, and coulccjucntW an impli¬ 
cit fubmifiion to the authority and compctcatcy of fuch a tri¬ 
bunal muff necciTarily be implied from tlu very a£l of gping 
out; and a perfon who lliould be liable to be tiled iy fuch a 
tribunal would have no moic caufc to complain, than an of¬ 
ficer who is tried by a court martial — a court, which has 
jurifdiflion only ovi?r military men, except in cafes when 
martial law pievails. Fifthly, gentiemen fljould determine 
whether it would not be proper that, ns by agicement, all 
the difpatches received from India by the Diiedlor.s of the 
Company muff be communicated to llis Mnjeffj^ Secretary 
of Stale, fo all difpatches to India flionld be fnewm to him 
before they are fent out. To throw fome light upon this fuh- 
jcdl, gentlemen fhouid recollecff tlu; gjcat concerns which the 
Public liave in India affairs; the interelisof the Company and 
Government were the fame; and as the latter muff necellarily 
fupport the former in cafes of danger, fo it was certainly 
proper that Gove inraent fhouid fee all difpatches, left the Di- 
ret^ors might at fome time or other precipitate tliis kingdom 
into a war without neceffity, with the Princes of that country. 
Sixthly, it would be the bufmefs of the Hoiife to determine 
upon what tterms, and whetl'.,,r ■'"ith or wnrhout the terri¬ 
torial revenues, the charter ftiould be renewed. Seventhly, 
whether if Government fliould retain the territories, it mi^tit 
not compel the Company to bring home the revenue for Go¬ 
vernment. And eighthly, whether any, and what regula¬ 
tions ougiit to be made with refpe6l: to the fiiprerrie court of 

judicature. 
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judicature. In the whole of the bufmefs two objcdls wem 
to, be principally attended to, the Ixjneiit of this ecpnfcry» 
and the happinefs of the people of India, whofe, prejudices 
and long habits certainly delerved confideration and indul¬ 
gence. 

With refpedt to the renewal of tlie charter, he recolledled 
one part of the offer made to government, which involved 
no inconlidciuble ambiguity; it was this; the company de¬ 
manded a full enjoyment of all theii charter rights; he did 
not exau^ly know what might be meant by charier rights ; in 
his opinion it meant no mor^ than this; an exclufive trade for 
the term of their charter; but if it was underftood by the words 
charter rights (and he believed the company wilhed fotto un* 
derftand them) an enjoyment of the exclufive r'ght of fuperin- 
tencUng the whole of India affairs without any controui from 
government during the centinuaticn of the charter, then 
he would give it as his oj>ijno:j, that Parliament ouplft not, 
even for a day, to part with this fuperintending power: the 
reafon was obvious ; the interofls of this countrv were inti- 
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inatelv connected with India, and anv mlfmaiiagcment there 
might be to tlic laft degree dangerous to Great Britain. It 
was cojpfequently the duty of Parliament, never to renounce 
a conrroulinr, fupcrinteiKling power over India. Plis Lord- 
flnp now concluded a long fj’cech witli the following motion '• 
“ That this Houfe will, on Wednefuay the 25th of April, 
refohe ilfelf into a committee of the whole Houle, to con- 


fider of India affairs; and to connder of the propriety of the 
crown taking into its o%vn hands the territorial acquihtions 
of the Eait-India Company, and fccttring to the public a 
ihaie in the revenues ariling therefrom/ 

Clt-neral Richard Smith rofe to leply to the noble Lord, that Gen Smitb. 
gentlemen niiglit not go away with the impreiuon that the 
manner in whicli his Loiilftiip bad Hated feme things might 
make upon them. The claim of the threeTourths of the net 
profits was perfedlly new, and fo unjuft, that he had not a 
doubt but the impartiality of Parliament would protect the 
companv againlt lb iinwarrantable an affumption. 

The Si'crciury at 11 ar (Mr< jenkinfon) role to requeft gen- TheSecrc- 
tlemen would not then debate the bulinefs of the company, **‘^^ *^'^*'* 
Imt w'uit for the 25tli, when the noble Lord would Hate his 
propofitions. • 

Mr. Gregory expreffed a vPillingnefs to fupport the noble 
Lord in whatever meafure Hiould appear to him to have for 
its objeft the mutual intcreHs of tlte public and the company, 
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ife;»uilfe. Mt* Bury rofe* he feid* for the parpofe of topping the 
dlehate; atid yet he Oould not help faying, that the noble 
Lord had in the courfeof his fpeech advanced feveral things 
to which he could not fubferibe. The claim, he believe 
was unfounded and he wiimed the noble Lord againft be¬ 
ginning by an aft of violence a buhnefs which would require 
all the moderation as well as all the wifdom of the legiflature 
Anally to adjufl. He concluded by pledging himfelf, and his 
worthy friend w»ho had preceded him, thofe in oppofition 
with whom he had converfed on the fubjeft, to fupport the 
noble Lord in every thing that litould appear to them condu¬ 
cive to the joint intereft of the company, and flie kingdom. 

Mr. Gregory rofe again; and with warmth obferved, that 
as no man was more ready to fupport the noble Lord, in 
every thing reafonable than he was, yet he requeued the 
honourable member would only pledge himfelf, and nobody 
dfe, for the fupport of the mealhres that might be propofed : 
he faid be flood connefted with no party, nor with the ho¬ 
nourable member who had fpoken lail; he would give his 
opinion freely, and his fupport \vhere he thought it due; 
but flill regardlefs of the promifes of other?, he being as in¬ 
dependent in his principles, and his feat, as any man in the 
Houfe. " 

Mr. Burkr declared that he had meant no infinuation de¬ 
rogatory to his independence; and obferved that as the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman thought proper to renounce any connec¬ 
tion with him, he was very welcome to do it. 

The queflion was then put on Lord North’s motion; 
which was carried iinanimoufly. 

General Smithy in order to convince the Houfe that the 
company were not in a flate of bankruptcy, when Govern¬ 
ment advanced them 1,500,000!. moved that there might be 
laid before the Houfe, an account of all the affets of the 

Eaft-India Company in February, 1772.- 

palled, and the Houfe adjourned. 

Jlpril 10. 

The report was made from the committee 
Goldfmiths’ petition bad been referred; and 
made that it ^ould lie upon the table. 

Lord Mahon faid, that it was then too foot! to enter into 
the merits of the cafe, which would be much more properly 
difeuffed, uvhen the bill, grounded upon the report, inould 
be brought into the Houfe. However, in order to convince 
gentlemen that the fubjeft was of great importance^ he could 
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not bi3t ftatc to the Houfe one article contairftd in tbe w|>ort 
from the Committee. It was this—^That from the dhS^rence 
in the ftandard of Geneva from that of London, three 
ounces, containing eighteen carats of fine gold, go as far 
in manufadturing at Geneva, js four ounces, containing 
twenty-two carrats, fine, in Lond6n; and fometimes three 
ounces of the GeneTr-a ftandard had been known to go aa 
far as four and a quarter of the London ftandard. The dif¬ 
ference was very confiderable; for three ounces of Geneva 
ftandard gold, at three pounds fix fhillings and nine pence per 
ounce, was worth ten pounds and three pence, while four 
CMinccs of Britifh gold of twenty-two carats fine, to which 
three ounces of Geneva at eighteen were equal for all the pur- 
pofes of manufadures, amount at four pounds one Ihilling and 
leven pence per ounce, to fixteen pounds fix fibilllngs and four 
pence, and as three ounces of Geneva gold might go as far as 
four ounces and a quarter of Pririih, the difference then would 
be exadMy feven pounds fix fhilling'J and five pence three far** 
things, in tlic value of the gold contained in any two pieces 
of manufatflure, made the one of Geneva, the other of 
the London Itandard gold : in this difference gentlemen law, 
that the difference of the value of labour was by no means 
included; to that it inuft flrike every member, that the Bri- 
tifli manufaclurer in gold can never get a fale for his wares at 
any market, where gold manufactures from Geneva can be 
had ; as tlie ( ’cneva manufndrurer inuft neceflarily be able to 
underfel us, as well from the ditferenceof the value of gold, 
as from the cheapnefs of labour at Ge'ie-a. His Lordihip, 
therefore, requefted, that gentlemen would not lofe fight of 
thefe circumitances: and when they ftiould have maturely 
confidcred them, he had not a doubt hut they would think 
with him, that the Britifti ftandard might be altered. 



11 . 

Mr. Dcmpjkr moved. That this Houfe do on to-morrow Mr. Dmiu. 
fortnight, the 26th inftant, refolve itfolf into a Committee 
of the whole Houle, to coniider of the ftate of the linen 
manufadlures of Great Britain.” The honourable gentle¬ 
man ftated his reafon for this motion to be the fuperiority 
that was given to the Trifh manufactures of this article over 
the Britiln, which, now that tljie reftridtions on their trade 
had been abediihed, he confidered as 'unjuft and injurious to 
this country. The indulgence in favour of the Irifti linen 
manufadture had been given by a compadt, in lieu of an¬ 
other manufafture. ’By the extenfion of trade beftowed by 
&e late adl, the liiih were relieved from all the difad vantages 
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for whkli the linen trade had been granted; and, therefoTC, * 
it but fair and reafonsdjte to give to the linen manufadlures 

of tiiis country equal advantages with Ireland. 

The motion was agreed to. 

/ In a Committee of ways^nd means came to the following 
refolutions: 

Refolvedj That towards raifing the fupply granted to His 
Majefty, there be iffued and applied the fum of 757,087!. 17 s, 
iod. remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 5rh 
day of April, 1781, for the diipofition of Parliament of the 
monies which had then arifen, of the furpiulTes, excefles, 
overplus monies, and other revenues, compofing the fund, 
commonly called the finking fund. 

Refolved, That towards railing the fupply granted to His 
Majefty, the>'e be iffued and applied the fum of 23,708!. i is. 
lO^d. remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer, on the 5th 
day of April, 17S1, of the two-fevcnlhs cxcifc granted by 
an a£l of Parliatnent of the 5th and 6th years of the le gn of 
their late Majellies, King William and Queen Mary, after 
fatisfying the fcveral charges and iucumbrauces thereupon fui 
the halt year then ended. 

Refolved, 'Pliat towards raifnig the fupply granted to Hi:- 
Majefty, there he iffued ami applied the iuin of 40,000!. re¬ 
maining in the receipt of the Exchequer on tlie 5th (lav of 
April, 1781, of the dutic., on wines granted by an act of the 
18th year of the reign of His late Majefty for paying annui¬ 
ties on fmgle lives, purfuant to the faid a(?;t, attri ving luf- 
ftcient tofatisfy the levcral annuities to the- 51)1 day of Janu¬ 
ary, 1781. 

Rctfoleed, That towaids raifing the fupply granted to Tl’.s 
Majefty, tliere be iffued and applied the fum of 56,000!. 1-- 
maining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 5tli day of 
April, 1781, of the duties on giafs for paying aanuitu'son 
lives, granted by an a6t of the 19th year of the reign of His 
late Majefty, after referving fufficient to fatisfy the feveial 
annuities to the 5th day of January, 1781. 

Refolved, That fo much of an acl made in the 6th year of 
the reign of His prefent Majefty, intitled, “ An a£l for open¬ 
ing and eftabliftiing certain ports in the iflands of Jamaica 
and Dominica, for the more free importation of certain goods 
and merchandizes, for granting certain duties to defray the 
expences of opening, maintahiing, fecuring, and improving 
fuch ports, for afeertaining the duties to be paid upon the im¬ 
portation of goods from the faid ifland of Dominica into this 
kingdom, and for fecuring the duties upon goods imported 

from 



A. 1781. DEBATES. 

from the fai<i ifland into any other Britifh colony,** ss relates 
to the opening and eftablilliing certain free ports in the ifland 
of Jamaica, wJiicli was to contijnie in force until the iftday 
of November, 1773, and from tkence to the end of the then 
next feflion of Parliament; and wh*ich, by another a< 51 : made 
ill the 14th year of His prefent Majeffy’s reign, was conti¬ 
nued until the ift day of November, 1780, and from thence 
to the end of the then next feflion of Parliameur, is near ex¬ 
piring, and fit to be continued. 

Refolved, That fo much of an a<fr made in the 7th year of 
the reign of His prefent Majefty, as relates to allowing the 
free importation of fago, powder, and vermicelli into this 
kingdom from His Majefly’s colonies in North America for a 
limited time, which was to continue in force until thefirftday 
ofDeccntber, 1781, i.^ near expiring, and fit to be continued. 

Refolved, That fo much of an act made in the 9th year of 
the reign of Hi'; prefent ISIajetty, as relates to the free impor- 
rstion of certain raw hides and flvins from Ireland and the liri- 
tifh plantations m America, which was to continue in force 
for five veats from the irt day of June, 1769, and from thence 
to the £ 'id of the then feflion of Parliament, and which, by 
another net made in the 14th year of the reign of His prefent 
Maieitv, was continued from the expiration thereof for tlie 
farthei term of five vears, and from thence to the end of the 
then Uffioii of Parliament, is nearly expiiing, and ht to be 
contnuicd, 

Rid.'lved, That fo much of an ai^l made in the 19th year of 
tl'tc u ign of Ills prefent Majefly as relate; to allowing a draw¬ 
back of the duties on rum fliipped as Ifores to be confumed 
on board merchant flrips on their voyages, which was to be in 
f(>rce for two years from the ift day of April, 1779, is ex¬ 
pired, and ht to be revived and continued. 

Refolved, 'Phat an aft made in the 20th year of the reign of 
His present Majefty, intitled, “An add fur allowing a bounty 
on the im[’Ortation of Britifti corn and grain in fhips the pro¬ 
perty of perfons of any kingdom or ftate in amity with liis 
Majefty,” which was to be in force until the 25111 day of 
March, 1781, is expired, and fit to be revived and continued. 

Ordered, 'I'hat it be anjnftrudlion to the gentlemen who are 
appointed to prepare and bring^in a bill purfnant to the fourth, 
feventh, and eight reiblutions, which upon Tuefday laft were 
reported from the Committee who were appointed to inquire 
what laws are expifed or near expiring, and to report thdr 
opinion from time to time to the Honfe, which of them are 
fit to be received or conUnued, afld were then agreed to by the 
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HoTifc, and that they do make provifion in the bill, pur- 
fuant to the five lafl of the faid refolutions now agreed to by 
the Houfe. 

Refolved, That the fotn i,900,oooL be granted to Hw 
Majcfty, for paying oJF and difbharging the Exchequer billa 
made out by virrue of an adl pafled in the laA feffion of Par¬ 
liament, inti tied, “ An abl for raifing a farther fum of money 
by loans or Exchequer bills for the fervice of the year 1780," 
and charged upon the tirlf aids to be granted in this feflion 
of Parliament. 

Refolved, That a fum, not exceeding 8551I. Ss. Sid. l)c 
granted to His Majefty to make good the deficiency of the 
grants for the fervice of the year 1780. 

Refolved, That the time allowed by law St>T the exporta¬ 
tion of, or the payment of the duties upon, bugles, when 
warehoufed, upon importation mto this kingdom, be en- 
larged- 

Refolved, That goods, the product or manufaclureof certain 
places within the Levant or Mediterranean feas, be permitted 
to be imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in Britifh or 
reign vefTels, from any place whatfoever for a time to be limited. 
- Refolved, That a duty of one penny farthing per pound 
weight to be impofed upe n all cotton and cotton wool im¬ 
ported into this kingdom in foreign fhips or vefTels for a time 
to be limited. 

Refolved, That the faid duty be liable to the additional im- 
poft, or duty of five pounds per cent, laid by an adf of the 
iQth year of His prefent Majefty’s reign. 

J^pr^l 12. 

Nobufinefe. Adjourned to the 24th inftant. 

^pril 24. 

No public bufinefs. 

April 25. 

Mr. burner called on Lord North to know what was be¬ 
come of the money granted by Parliament for growing flax 
and hemp; as the land in the part of the country he lived in 
was very proper for fuch cultivation, but he could not learn 
that a Angle fhilling had been advanced for that purpofe. 

Lord North, in reply, fakJ, no a|>plication had been made 
from any perfon in England to receive it; and he fuppofed 
the reafon was, that they could make a better ufie of their land. 
Scotland was allowed a part of the parliamentary grant \ ^ip- 
|flication had been made for it, and it had been paid. There 
now i%mained in the Exchequer 44,000!. not applied for, 

and 
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' and he had intended (if it hadjiot been mentioncdby M. T.) 
to have taken the lexiie of the Houie to have it applied to tlxe 
public fervice. 

y^pril 26. 

I^ord North brought m “ A bil^for granting to His Majef- l*or<l North, 
ty an additional duty on alnxanacks,* printed on one fjde of 
any one ilieet or piece of paper, and for allowing a certain*an¬ 
nual furn out of the faid duty to each of the univerfities of 
(Oxford and Cambridge, in lieu of the money lieretofore paid 
to the faid univerfities by the company of ftationers of the 
city of London, for the privijegeof printing almanacks,” 

Mr. Charles Turucr he had oppofed the principle of the Mr Charles 
bill, when it wasiitll: propoled in the Committee of the w'hole 'burner, 
floufe; and I^; was determined to perleverc in what he 
thought the cniti^cientious dil'charge of his duty, let tlie fuc- 
refs of his endeavours be what it might. The whole idea of 
the bill iiifl brought in was erroneous : he ful>mirtcd it, there¬ 
fore, to ail who heard him, whether it was decent or becoming 
m a Britilh Houle of Commons to countenance a bill built 
upon a fulfebood. As a private individual, the noble Lord in 
the blue ribband had ever been regarded, and indeed was per- 
fedlly known to be a man ot as ftridl honour as any o*^hei 
individual living ; but as a member of Parliament, he was 
not bound to believe what fell from the noble Lord in that 
Houfc in the cluradler of Minifler; and when he faid this, 
he confidered himlclf to ho fpeaking in a trvic confiitulional 
manner, and as a gentleman : if he vras not, he was ready to 
confefs he knew nothing of the conllitution, nor of the projier 
behaviour of a gentlenuin. Having this opinion, lu- I'cnipled 
not to repeat, that the principle of the bill was founded inafal- 
iity; for what had the noble Lord told the Houfe, but that thofe 
two gieat feminuries, of which they had lieard ib much late¬ 
ly, dcfoi ved every poflible encouragement, for that their wel¬ 
fare and profperity w'ere of the utmoll importance to the 
public ? Pie did not believe a title of this allertion. On the 
contrary, lie verily believed that the two univcrlities w*ere 
a public evil, and not a puliiic lienefit. At thole feininaries 
it was that the leeds of mifehief were fow’n and took root; 
which, when ripened to mati i itv, were fure to fpring up and 
fpread and blolToin in that Houle. [A loud laugh] Gentle¬ 
men might laugh, hut he always fpoke his mind ; and he al- 
w'ays would call trees by the names of the fruits they pro¬ 
duced ; if a crab was grafted on a peach, the proper name of 
the fruit of the tree lyas a crab, and not a peach. He had 
himfeh* had the honour (as it w as called) of being educated at 
one of the two feminaries he was fpeaking of, and had been 
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under the i^idda of two as learned and as able men as ever 
li\'ed. One of them had taken uncommon pains to make 
him mallei of the principles of civil law. He thanked God 
he had got all that hii had learned of the civil law by that 
time pretty well out of hi§ head. [Another laugh] fie re¬ 
joiced at it; lie was fure, that if he had not laboured to forget 
what he had learnt refpecling the civil law, he llrould not be 
half fo good a member of Parliament as lie was ; and when 
he faid this, be did not ni^'.m to arrogate any great credit to 
himfelf. He knew he had no other merit than that of en¬ 
deavouring to do his duty, and in that he would perfevere to 
the befl of his judgement. But if gentlemen recolledled the 
unconititutiona! doctrines fometimes held in that Houfe, by 
the protefl'ors of civil law, they mnfl, if they fpoke rheir 
minds, join with him in opinion, ihat it was ,1 blcffing to be 
ignorant of all that related roci\:! law. It was from that 
baneful fource that tht re flowed fo much lervile atiachinent 
to prerogative, and fuch blind obedicMicc to power in prefe¬ 
rence to Conftitiition. It was from this fchool that the 
Crown received its advocates againfl ihe people; and from 
thence it was that all their nice and lidiculous arguments 
were derived, which were brought forward m Parliament, to 
confound and defeat the upwright exertions of plain lenfe in 
favour of human freedom. With regard to the prefent bill, 
it was not only founded on fallity, but it was an inllrument 
of opprefhon. It was In ought in with a d-’fign to run down 
and liarrafK an individual, who had bioken tiuough an illegal 
monopoly, and defer v^ d public thanks, and public fupport, 
inftead of public pertecution. Mi. Carnan had adled in a 
manner which claimed reward rather than punifhment. He 
liad, at a great expence to himfelf, opened the right of print* 
ing almanacks to the public at large, for which the Minifter 
had turned his profecutor. He was perfe£Uy aware that the 
noble Lord, as Chancellor of the univerfity of Oxford, was 
under a dt grrf’ of bias. It was natural for men to wifh to 
mak« fome re-turn to thofe from w'hom rliey derived a degree 
of rank and confeijnencc in the world. He was teady to make 
a propel allowance for this, which he confideredas a laudable 
p.ntiality; bur ftill it was no juilification for harraffing and 
opprefling an individual, 'j’he Minifler had hefort: attempted 
to bring in a bill tor the le eftabJifhing the monopoly, which 
the Houfe had refiiled, and^refiflrd with finnnefs, and he 
hoped they would do the fame now, and he for his part fliould 
oppofe the bill, 

LordNoKh* Lord Northy in reply, fald, when the honourable gentle¬ 
man began ipeech, and brought forward a charge againfl 

him 
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him of liaving ftated a falfity to the Houfe, l\e was fomewhat 
alarmi^ ; but the honouarble ge;ntleman, in the progrefs of 
what he faid, had made him toleraly esd’y, in declaring, that 
it was not a falfity in point of fadt, but a falfity in point of 
opinion, with which he meant to charge him. The honour¬ 
able gentleman had certainly opei>ed his accufation in as polite 
a manner, and with as little ofFenc€i, as fuch an accufation 
could poffibly be urged; but at firft, be was reidy to confefs 
hei^felt himfelf a little uneafy, becaufe he was fatisiied, 
that he never had prefumed to call the attention of tlie 
Houfe tu any matter, either of great or little importance, 
which was not firiclly true^ as far as his information went- 
His uneafinel's w'as now remove<l; and as the lalllty of opi¬ 
nion <)n which the honourable gi ntleman relied, was declared 
to be Ins afiertion, that the welfare and proiperity of the two 
univerlities were of great importance to the public, he made 
no fcniple to repeat tlie luTertion, and to confefs that he dif¬ 
fered totally from the hono-ir ihle gentleman on that head. 
The only argument uled by the honourable gentleman in 
fupport of his opinion, that tlie two learned feminarics were 
a public evil, and not a public benefit, was, that they taught 
the civil law, and that a kmmdcdge of civil law was of the 
mofi mifchievous confe juenc'* w ithin tfiok walls. In anfwer 
to this, he would venture to congratulate the honourable 
gentleman on the little ground that there was for his fears; 
becaufe he believed it would he allowed, thit few gentlemen 
retained any great lharc of the civil law’ winch they learned 
at the univerliries. He w'as fure not enough of it to taint or 
to alfefl their political principles: I'or his own part, he had 
now but little of it left; and if he had julHy conceived the 
honourable gentleman, he had felicitated himfelf on having 
almoll: wholly forgot all that he had icarnt at college ujion 
that fubje6\ ; here then they jidned ill'ue, and were perfcclly 
agreed. With regard to Mr. Carnan, he w'as a little furprifed 
to hear tliat the Miiiifter had profeented him ; that the Mi- 
nifter was a friend to illegal monopolies, and meant todifeoun- 
tenance and punifh all who fuccefiifully endeavoured to abolifti 
them. The fiuSl: was very much otherwlfe: Mr. Carnan had, at 
his own rifque, cliallcnged the legality of a charter under the 
authority of which the ftationers' company had for near 200 
years, without the fmalleft intenuplion, been the printers 
and venders of almanacks in righ' of the two univerfities, 
upon an annual fuin paid to Oxford and Cambridge. The matter 
went to trial in thefaireft and moft regular manner. The de- 
cifiofi was in favourot Mi. Carnan, and he had ever lince ex- 
erciied the right of printing almanocksin common with thecom^ 
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pany. But the whole of the conteft was a matter that merely 
lay between Mr* Carnan and the company : Admmiftratioii 
took no part in it, nor had they to that hour interfered either 
one way or the other ; nor had Mr. Carnan any right to com¬ 
plain ; he had not been led from court to court, nor harrafleJ 
in any manner whatever. The prelcnt bill was ordered in, 
after two feparate debates on the fubjedl, and upon a decided 
majority on two divilions. The ground of the bill was to 
prevent frauds that had been pra£tifed, equally to the pie- 
judice of the ftationers' comj>any and the revenue of the king 
doin, and as a confiderable fiun was expe(£led to be railed by 
the additional duty, the Houfehad adjudged it right to apply 
a part of that fum to make good to the univerlities the an¬ 
nuities which they had loll in confequence of the legal deci- 
fion refpedmg the right of printing almanacks. In all chis 
buftnefs there was, he conceived, no cenfure due to Admuii- 
flration. I'he bill was the bill of the Houle, and as lucli, he 
did not doubt but it would pafs without oppofition. 

The bill was read a iirll rime. 

Sir Philip ymnings Clcrkc called tlic recolle<flion of the 
Houfe to a bill, formcily brouglit into Parliament, but re- 
jedfed, the objccl of which tvas to irnpofe a tax; on places and 
penfions, for the purpofe of railing a fund to iuppoit the 
American refugees. This bill had been brought into Par¬ 
liament by an honourable gentleman now in the Houfe (Mr. 
f-iilbert) and as the mothes W'iiich g:ur rife to it were conli- 
durably llrengtheneclby the protradting <jf the American war, 
he hoj>ed the honourable gentleman intended to bring it for¬ 
ward again this fellion of Parliament. He rofe foi the pur- 
polii of foliciting the Ironourablegentleman to declare whether 
that was his intention ; and if it W'as, though the noble Lord 
who feconded the motion on the former occafion (Lord 
( ieorge Cxordon) was no longer a member <»f that Houle, the 
bill Ihould not want a fuppotrer, if his poor abilities could 
extend to fujjply the noble Fiord’s place. 

Mr. Gilbert declared, that he had not the moft dillant inten¬ 
tion of reviving the hill. 

On which Sir Philip role again, anti faid, as the honourable 
gentleman had abandoned it, he himfelf would endeavour to 
promote ameafurehe thought fn very equitable ami expedient 
as this: he, therefore, gave notice, that lie fliould, on a future 
day, move for leave to liring in a bill for the purpoles above 
mentioned. 

Mr. JVw/ijK moved for leave to bring in a >111 for better pre¬ 
venting defertions in the navy; he Hated to the Houfe, that 
the number of men who had deferted from our lliips of war, 
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during the luft year, amounted to no lefs tlian 42,000; a mif- 
chief lb alarming demanded a f|iecdy remedy; but to fuggeil 
any cKpeilient, tully efficacious, was a matter of conlidcra- 
ble difficulty, tor there were a fet of men, knowrn by th* 
appellation ot Crimps, \vJ»o w'erc pf ipetiialiy ieducing men 
from the fervicc, in fpite of e^ry penaltv v/hich the laws 
now in being h:ui impofed for fucfi mifdenieanors. Oid not 
thole mt-ii give enconragement, dcfertions would be very 
rare; and ihereiore to deter fuch offenders by ftri<5c penalties, 
was more hkely to prevent the mifehief tlian any feverities 
that could be iriti>< 5 led on the failors themffclves. He did not 
ine.'in, howevei, to make fhe punithment more fevere than 
uini'T tlic laws now fnblllling, but to adopt a more fiimmary 
inoik' of intliiSlijig it, that the example might be more fre¬ 
quent and notorious. 'J’he hrff objedl in his propofed bill 
was to impofe a fine of five pounds for the firft otfence, and 
ten pounds foi’ the lecond, on all perlbns who entice men 
troiii His Maielly'^ naval lervice, the liime to be recovered 
h\ information made before any jul'tice of tli*; peace; the fe- 
e >iul \\a>, t-) impole tlie lame iienalty, and to be levied in 
like mnnuer, upon all thole who fecreie any failor, knowing 
him to be. a tkleit'O". Kut there was a th.ird claule in tire bill 
t.f hill more iinportarice than cither of the preceding, which 
laid a contideraMe hnc upon captains f»f merchantmen, who 
lhali knowingly harbour or employ on board their ftiips any 
Inch di I'eiici. 'i'he fpecihe fine to be tmpofed he had not 
df’teimilled tiiion, but ihouid leave it to be fettled by the ' 

jiuigim-nt of rlie committee; bethought, however, It fhonlii 
lx- a large one; this lalt he diil not propofe to lay by that 
futnmary procrl's given m the former calcK, hut by bill, plaint, 
or inform ifion, in any of His Majcfly’s courts of recoid. 

Having now luhinitted n> the idoulc the nature of the 
merdu;e b.e piopolid, lie taight ho expe£ft:d to dechuc an 
opinion, that it would in its operation be adequate to tlwj 
defil' d offer; but this he would by no jneans ]>rcdii£t, for 
the evil had Taken fuch deep root that it would he >'erv diffi¬ 
cult to cradicatf. He fliould only fay, that thole 
weu' the mold; cligibie of any his judgment could luggeff, 
and that fomething wa.s indifpt rifably neceffary to be done. 

Mr. ‘Turner role to exprefs liis ohji-fhons 10 any hill that 
led to harrafs the lubje6h and deprive iiichviduaL, of the free 
cxercile of their natural liberty. He faid, ’lie deteiicd the 
ide-a of deeming .an impre.llt*d man a delcitc-io Hr never could 
fuch an individual in that light. An :'mj>s-ir*d 
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in feizing the firft opportunity of making his efcape, did no 
more than nature, juAice, and mafon dictated; and it was 
cruelty in the extreme to authorize the punifhment of per- 
fons of the defeription ftated, for attempting to regain their 
liberty. But the bill, as opened by the honourable gentle¬ 
man, 'went to ftill more, al£.rming lengths. It went to the 
piyiilhment of ihofe who concealed iniptelled men, fo efcap- 
ing, with a heavy fine. What! would any man pretend to 
argue, that he ought to be fined for concealing lus brotlier, 
his friend, or his neighbour, who having been Inatched away 
from his family, and dragged from his lioufe on board a {hip, 
had found means to get on fiiOre again ? Humanity fliud- 
dered at the idea! He for one never would adopt it. He 
made no Icruple, upon his legs, to declare, that he had con¬ 
cealed fome hundreds of imprefled men in his time. And he 
did it, not to injure the public fervice, nor to impede the ne- 
ceflary operations of Ciovernment, but becaufe he thought he 
was doing right, and as long as he lived he would dilcharge 
his confcicnce, let the confequence be rvhat it would, ith 
regard to the JJritilh feamen (for though he was not iifed to 
fpeak in that ftile often, he thought the prefent occafion re¬ 
quired it) if there was one fet of men nobler tli.in another, 
the Britifli feamen were that fet. 'riiev deferved everv thii 
of tlicir country; they were its honour, its lupport, aud its 
glory ! In (iod’s name, f lien, let them he encouiagi d, and 
not opprefled ! (iive them additional reward.*:, to liir them 
on, and incite them to court the fervice, but do not with 
cruel though unavailing reftraints alienate their afie< 5 tions. 
They were not men to l>e intimidated or deterred. New j^e- 
iialti<“S; and new puni/liments, only created new crimes and 
new oiFenci’.s, 

Sir Herbert Machtvorth rofe to remind the Houfe, that he 
had in the laft Parliament fuggelled a plan for removing, in a 
great degree, the neceflity of impreffing, and for rendering tlie 
fervice a defirabie objo£t to feamen ; fo much fo, that inlle.ul 
of there exifiing grounds for framing laws to prevent deler- 
tion, and obtaining additional hands, the lervice Ihould be 
fo regulated, that there ihould no longer remain a doubt of a 
fufficient number of feamen docking to the royal navy, nor 
a fear of any feamen leaving it, after they bad entered. Sit 
Herbert faid this plan was yet in agitation without doors, and 
a number of very refpe6table gentlemen had formed them (elves 
into a committee to manage it, meaning, when they had 
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brought it to a fit ftate of maturity, to have it propofed to 
the confideration of the Houfe, In the mean time, poflibly, 
the bill now moved for might be of ufe. 

The motion pafied, and a bill was ordered in. 

Sir George longe revived th^ inquiry into the cirenm-Sir George 
fiance of the delay in the delivery of the Honiton writ, Mr, 
Harmood, Mr. Smith, Mr. Palmer, and Mr, 1'reward, were 
examined,—After which the inquiry was farther adjourned, 
and Anthony Bacon, Efq. was ordered to attend in his place. 

'I’he c)rder of the day being next read, for the Houfe to re- 
folve itf’lf into a committee, in order to take the fiate of the 
Bntifli linen manufacture into confideration, the Speaker left 
the chair, and Sir Archibald Edmonfione took his feat at the 
table. 

Mr. Dcmpjler then rofe, and called the attention of the Mr, D«i«p- 
ro the fubjedl upon which he had moved for the^®** 
Houle to refolve itfelf into a committee. He faid, no man 
rt joiced more fincerely than he did, in the humane, prudent, 
and generous regulations that the Houfe had laft year adopted 
relative to the trade of Ireland. He wifiied that country fin- 
ccrely well, and fiiould ever confider its interefts as clolely 
and infeperably conneCled with the interefis of Great Britain. 

He thouglit it tyrannical then, and ftill did, that any part ot 
the King’s ilominions firould iofe the l)enelit of any local ad- 
vaJttagc it poflefled by its foil, climate, fituation, genius, or 
indufti y. In what he was about to open, therefore, he truft- 
t (1 that be fiiould not be fufpeCIed of looking on the flou- 
jifiiing fiate of the Irifh linen trade with an envious eye; in¬ 
deed tive relblutions which he meant to offer to the commit¬ 
tee tended ecjually to the benefit of Ireland and Great Britain, 

< ienth men well knew, that by an a<9: pafled fo long ago as 
the ? 9 th year of King George 11. a bounty was granted on all 
linen exported from Great Britain and Ireland; but in that 
aCl a claul'e was inferted, excepting printed and fiained li¬ 
nens from the laid bounty. The reafon or the juftice of that 
exemption, Mr, Deropfier faid, he h.id never been able to 
clifcover, but the wifdom of the Irifli legiflature had induced 
them lately to pafs an aCl, in which they had omitted the 
ex( mpting claufi*; I’o that at prefent printed and fiained linens 
ex]H>rted fiom^ Ireland w'ere entitled to the fame bounty as 
other linens. The difference, Mr. Dempficr faid, was about 
ten per cent, in favour of the fiifii liutn trade as it ftood juft 
now; what he fiiouJd propofe therefore was, to pafs an aCl, 
allowing the bountyjupon all linens, printed and fiained, that 
Ihould be exported from Gre;it Britain; which would operate 
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as a benefit to Ireland as well as to (ireat Britain, fincc at 
prefent a much greater proportion of Iriih linen, printed and 
Jiained, was exported from Cireat Britain than from Ireland. 
After expatiating pretty largely upon the fiibje£l, of which 
Mr. Dempfter appealed to liecomplete mafter, he conclodcd 
w ith reading his firft ref^ititif'n as fbllow’s: 

“ Unit it is the opinion of this committee, that the re- 
fl>t‘ctivc: bounties on plain Ilritilh and Irifii linens, granted 
bvan a6i of the 29th of hi.; late Majelly, and continued by 
fevefal fubiequcjit ftatutcs, be extended to Britifii and IrilK 
linen printed or fiaintd in Great Brit;iin, and to buckrami 
and filletings.” 

Mr. Deinpfier next faid, that he meant to go ilill far- 
thi r. A \ci y great quantity of foap was ufcd in waihiiig; and 
as it had always been the policy of this country to clierilh 
t’ne malciials for inanufachire, he w'iflied to pi'int out a hard* 
lliip in tins article. 'J'he duties on foap were altogether three 
ii;iltj[U'rice. By the 12th of Qi^ieen Anne the. 1 -nen niariiitac- 
nirer was exempted from one halfpenny; but the fiibfequcnt 
penny duty Itili lavagainll him ! v/heitas the woollen inanu- 
facitirer had an allowance of two-tliirtl." of this penny alfo. 
lie iviilied to f xtend this advantage to tin- linen manufactory. 
It WMS an advantage which tlwy wanted ; for in Ireland there 
was no excife whatever on foap; fo that in this particular 
the linen manufadiurc of Ireland had amanifeft advantage over 
that of (ireat Britain ; tlie refoluciuns he ihouid otter on this 
point w'ore, 

*• 'T hat It is the opinion of this committee, that the lame 
allowance of excife upon foap w Inch is granted to the woolltn 
manufa^lnrc, by an a< 5 t of the 16th of Ci^ueen Anne, be ex¬ 
tended to loap tiled in whitening iKWV linen in the piece.” 

“ That the faid allow*ance, and alfo the* allowance of the, 
duties on foap ufcd in whitening nmv linen, granted by an a6t 
<if the 12th of C^ic'cn Anne, be extended to foap ided in 
bleaching linen, thread, and yarn.” 

The other materials xded in bleaching he willied alfo to fee 
exempted from duty, on the principle which he faid had al¬ 
ways been attended to by the wildom of Parliament, of per¬ 
mitting the importation of raw materials, dutyfree. Thefe 
were barilla, pearl, pot and wood albes; and alfo faltpeire 
and brimftone, which were the materials from wliich the oil 
of vitriol was made, an article Inpch ufed in bleaching. Tht re 
was one other confideration xxry material, which w'as the 
dtif y on ftarch. This duty was 3d. per pound, and the price 
of itudf, independent of the duty, w as only 3d. It was much 
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ufed in bleaching^ and the duty was a burden on the manu^ic- 
fure which it could hardly bear. He wi(hed to fee themanu- 
fadlory relieved from that duty* were the proportions 

which he had to offer, and he read thfem as follow ; 

“ That wood and wood aihes, pot and pearl afiiesy ba-, 
rilla, and that fpecies of blue called ftnalts, be allowed to be 
imported duty free.” 

That all brirnfioiie and faltpetre ufed in the making of 
oil of vitrol, be allowed to be imported duty free.” 

“ That there be an allowance of all the excife of ffarch 
made ufe of in bleaching and whitening new hnen.” 

After which the chairman put the firft relolution. * 

Lord Nc-rth thereupon rofe, and after declaring hlmfelf a LotiNonh, 
hearty friend to the linen manufadtiire of this kingdom in 
general, very candidly admitted that the Britilh linen ma- 
nufadiurer had a right to expedt to ftand upon the fame foot¬ 
ing with the fnlk raaruifadlurer, as far as had reference to th« 
relative advantages of the manufadfurers of both countries, 
previous to the paffing the adls of laft feffiori. If, in confe- 
qucnce of thofe adts, a preference of trade had refulted to Ire¬ 
land, and Great Britain flood comparatively in a worfe date 
now, in the year 1781, than fhe liad done in the year 1779, 
certainly it was reafonable to call upon that Houft* to reduce 
the matter to its old level, and let each country carry their 
goods to market under the fame advantages, and with the 
fame equality as heretofore. On tliis account, his Lordfhip 
faid, he faw no objedlion as to the hrfl refoliition paffmg 
if Committee. The bounty upon painted and llained linens 
ought to be granted, if Ireland by an adl had done fo; but 
he could not agree with the honourable gentleman in refpe^ 
to others of his propofitions, which had no reference to 
the competition, or to the relative date of the manufadlure. 

The excife payable on foap, ufed in the whitening of linen, 
had been paid by the Britiili linen manufadlurer, previous to 
the regulations made refpefting the trade of Ireland in 1780; 
it had been found that gaining allowances upon foap was li¬ 
able to very great frauds, to the manifed prejudice of the re¬ 
venue. With refpeiSl alfo to this refolurion, and to the fe- 
veral others, they all affeided* matters on which Governineht 
had relaxed a proportion of duty tVto years ago; and he faw 
no reafon why more ihould be given up, efpecially where it 
tended to leflen the revenue. Allowances were always de¬ 
trimental to revehtje, beeaufe they opened the door to fraud; 
and from the experience that they had bad, he trufted that 
VoL.llI. Z . other 
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other means of encouragement would in future be adopted in 
the place of allowances. 

Mr.Tarner. burner fpoke in fav'>ur of tlie rcfolutions, and com¬ 

plained of the Englifh members negle< 5 ling to attend and take 
care of the linen manufadlurc; in Scotland, he faid, there 
was a linen board, and in Ireland another, but in England 
nobody troubled their heads about the matter, though it was 
a very important branch of trade, efpecially in the part of the 
county of York in which he lived. He fpoke about the 
money voted by Parliament for tiie encouragement of the 
Britifh linen manufa£lure; and in the courfe of his fpeech 
advifed tlie noble Lord to lay a duty on the importation of 
flax-feed, 

Mr. Min- Mr. Afincbin prefled the adjournment of fo important a 
queflion till the next feiTion, declaring that he had written 
to Ireland and Scotland to make himfelf fuihciently maAer 
of the fubjcdl, and alTerting, that it was impolTible to j)ro- 
ceed corre< 5 fly, till the Aate of the manufaflure in l)oth coun¬ 
tries was known, as likewiie the real tendency of the aff 
pailed by the Parliament of Tieland laA leiTlon, which had 
been alluded to by the honourable gentleman who made the 
motion. 


The Lord Thc Lord Advocate faid, he w as glad to find the linen ma- 
Advocete. |s\ifa(|ilure of Cireat Britain was in the road to meet fomc fa¬ 
vour. The Houfe hid bren r.jHed upon, again and again, 
to open its eyes to iis true intcrcAs, as far as they were con- 
ncdled ivith a fubjedA of fo much real importance as the 
linen manufaOure ; but the Houft. had obAinately perriJuJ 
in blindnefs, till the wifdom of the IriAi legillature had re- 
fkored it to fight. With ivgard to the adjournment afkrd for 
by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laA, if the fubjetfl 
had refted on thc jelult of any deep inquiry, or a reference 
to matters of intricacy, or matters at a diAnnce, he for one 
fliould have been cxtre»nely rfiady to have agrt'jfd to the re- 
queft; but rbr truth was, thc bufinefs tlun under confidera- 
tion was of a very difl'erent nature, and turned folcly upon 
fimple fiufts then before their eyes; upon the Aatute of the 
29th of Cte*orgc the Second, and the Aatutes of Queen Anne, 
each of them at that moment lying upon tlie .table, and 
upon the Trifb, Parliament, w'hich was alfo upon the 

itable, “With refpedt to the llatc of the Britifli manufadhire 
and that of Ireland, in point of .comptirative fuccefs, his 
monourablc friend Bad not faid one fyliable; the whole of 
Jii? argument had turned upon the rogulutipns of 1780, the 
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great and avowed ground of which was, that neither Ire¬ 
land nor Great Britain fliould enjoy any pofitive advantages 
arihng from flatutes, but that eacli fliould trade exactly upon 
the fame fooling in that point. As to any local advantages 
arifing from peculiarity of foil, climate, or fituation, tfiey 
were wholly out of the <[ueiHonf each country undoubtedly 
having a rigiit to make ihe inofl of them. At preient, clear¬ 
ly the linen muuufacture of lieland enjoyed a pofitive ad¬ 
vantage of flaiute ovei the lirien in.inufaiSlure of Great Bri¬ 
tain; and he u'as glad to find the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband ready to 3.r,iee that jpreat Britain had a right to give 
itlelf the lame advantage. Much, however, as he was accuf- 
tonied to be convinced by the noble I.ord’s arguments in ge¬ 
neral, he couid not fay he \yas at all fatisfied with his ob- 
jedhons to the levetal rcfolutions read fubfeqiient to that now 
moved. The noble Lord had owned himfelf willing to dd 
the linen manufadture of Gieat Britain a little juftice; let 
him be the noble Lord’s advifer to do it more juftice, by ac¬ 
ceding to all the icfolutions, every one of which he was 
{KM-fuaded w*as equp-Ily juft and equally prudent. The noble 
J^uid had talked of what w'asdoiie in Ireland ; there wa^ no 
necelfiiy for going acrofs St. Cieorge^ Channel in fearch of 
ar ruments again ft any point the noble Lord chole to oppOfe» 

I'lic* noble Lord 'had ingenuity enough to deduce arguments 
from his own mtnd, and to leil them on fadls nearer home. 

The learned Lord ufed leveral other arguments in fupport of 
the relolutions. 

Mr. Minchin made a fliort reply. 

Sir Timmu E/erton faid, he feared the propofition for grant- Sir ThoTia* 
ing the bounties on printed and ftameil linens might afte(T the 
cotton maiuifadlure, and, therefore, he defired the Committee 
might report piogtels, and adjourn lor ten days, in order that 
lie might liave tune to conlult his conftituents upon the fub- 
jecr. lie concluded with declaring his lelolution to offer a 
motion to this i>urport. 

Sir Grey Cooper icininded the honourable gentleman, that Sir Orey 
the prefent was a previous Committee only, and that there 
would be ample linv to inqune, upon the point he had ftated, 
in the progrefs of ihe bill, as the matter might be debated at 
any one ol its various Itagos. 

Sir Adam Fcrgulon, Lo;d i'redcrick Campbell, Mf. Pulte- 
ney, and other gentlemen defended and fupported the re- 
foliitions. 

Lord Fairfoi el begged four days only, that he might fee the Lord Fa«- 
^Irifti spft of 'Pacliaiiicnt, 


Mr. 
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lift. 0emp* ^Mr* X^tmpfitr proihiced the a^, and DUd^ he dreaded de- 
lay, thmigh but of a feur days, as that might end in tlu; I0& 
of-the fe0ien. He replied to feveral of Lord North*s ob* 
je^ions. 

The firft refolution was carried. 

Upon the 2d and 3d (thole relative to the excife on foap) 
t*rd North, being moved. Lord North rofe, and reflated his objeiSlioiis. 

HisLordfhip alfo took notice of fome of the arguments of 
the learned Lord, and of Mr, Turner. With regard to the 
latter’s obfervations on the fums voted for the fupport and en^' 
couragement of the £>ritifli linen manufaiSlurc, he repeated 
what he had faid on a former day, that the money now lay 
in the Exchequer ; and as no one had thought proper to 
claim it, the lum had accumulated to the amount of 44,000!. 
which if not foon claimed, he meant to move to have carried 
to the fuppiies of the prefent year, as one of the ways and 
means. His Lordfhip faid farther, that he was too good a 
hriend to the Britifh linen manufadfure, ever to propofeatax 
on the importation of flax>ieed. 

As foon as his Lordfhip had concluded, the Committee 
divided. Ayes 19, Noes 28. 

The fourth refolution, relative to wood and wood aflies was 
agreed to, upon the condition, that Lord North fhould not be 
conhdered as pledged to accede to it, when under difeuflion, 
as apart of the bill. 

The fifth, relative to briinflone and faltpetre was nega¬ 
tived ; and the fixth, relative to flarch, was wnth leave with¬ 
drawn, Lord North having declared it to be a matrer of great 
confideration and of fiifficient importance to be made a fuigle 
topic of difeuflion. 

TheKoufe was then refumed, and the two refolutions agreed 
to by the Committee weie ordered to be reported on Monday 
next. 

April 27. 

Liir^Noith. Lord North informed the Houfe that he wajs not yet pre¬ 
pared to bring forwanl his propofitions refpeding a fettle- 
ment with the Eafl-lndia Company, for the renewal of their 
charter. He had fecn feveral of the Directors, and an open¬ 
ing was made towards an amicable fettlement. It was not, 
however, fo advanced as to give him the confidence to declare 
tliat it would be concluded. He wifhed, therefore, to adjourn 
the Committee to Wednefday next. Even at that time he 
might not be able to bring forward the bufinefs, but he 
would be able either to iaibrm the Houfe .that the difierence 

would 
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ij^ouid be fettled, or to appoint a day whean it wouid ccitainr 
ly come nnder their conlideration. There was ofi® cwtsah- 
Itance however, which he tliought it his duty to call the at* 
tention of the Houfc to, which was the late difafter vdsidi 
we had lufibred in the Carnatk. ^ It had engaged the at¬ 
tention of the W'orld in a verv great degree, and undoubtedly 
it was a citcumftance of material confequence. An Indirea 
accovrnt of the calamity had come to hand fome time agOj, 
but no regular intelligence of it had arrived till Ealita: 
week; he could not therefore take notice of it fooner: bat 
now that it had come to harfti, and had given rife to fo muck 
public clamour and uneafinefs, he thought it right for tijas 
HoulV to inquire into the circumfiances, arid tlie caufe 
that irruption, Eor this puipofe he meant on Monday tai 
move for a Ibcret committev: to inquire into this buline^ 

He thought it better to refer it to a focret committee, as 
there was much more difpatch in a lecret committee, and 
fuch objcdls were more fit for a ferret than for an open com¬ 
mittee. They only w.nild be ap]>ointed to inquire into the 
buiinefs, and repoit to the Ilouie the infonnati'»n and the 
knowleJee which th.ey were able to colletfr. 'nicv wmilJ 
not ceme to any decifive queftion, lie begged to ix iindcr- 
Itood not to me:w) to impute hbime in the propoiiticci 

to anv body. Perhaps there <)ught ro be no imrutation ; bjx 
there was a great national calamity which called for tiie at¬ 
tention of Parliament, and in moving for the inquiry they 
fixed no ilifgiaci to anv man or firr of men. The inquiry 
was meant for the purjKilc of difcovcring whether blame 
ought to be imputed to any of our feivanrs or nor; and ici 
frulled, that if it ihouM be found that there had been palpa¬ 
ble and apparent negledf or abule of iiufi, the crime would 
leccive, from tb.e juliice of Parliament, the pumlliment 
which it merited, 

Mr. Bakn- rote to appeal to the noble Lord, whether jl Mi’. Saioec. 
would be proper for the Houfe to proceed piccipitately to 
the length of appointing a fecret,committee upon a fubjedt 
of fuch infinite importance, without firft having fome proof 
before them of the cxiftence of the fadls, into the caufes of 
which the committee to be chofen on Monday were to be 
inftnidfed to inquire ? At prefent the Houfe knew nothing 
of an invalion in the Carnatic j they had no papers on their 
fable that contained any fuch information, nor ^vas it in Any 
parliamentary fliape before them; he fubmitted it thcrefoise 
to the noble Lord, whether tlic fadls ought not hrfl to be 

* authenticated^ 
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attthenticAtedj and whether, before they were authenticated, 
it would not be a dirc« 51 : violation of every rule of proceeding 
in that Houfe, as well as an abfurdity in itfelf, to chufe a 
committee to inquire into the caufe of them, 

U. KortVb Lord North conceived thawhe notoriety was a fufficieut rea- 
Ibn for the Houi'e to inquire into the bufmefs. It was a no¬ 
torious faeft that Hydur Ally had made an irniption into the 
Carnitir., and a very material difaller had been the con- 
fequence. This was a great national calamity, and therefore 
the Koufe ought to inquiie into the caufe of it: but the Eaft- 
IndiaCompany had publillied an it'othentic and avowed account 
of it in all the new 1 papers. Witliout this, however, the no¬ 
toriety of the fadt would be fufficient to juflify, and even to 
induce the Houfe to take it up. There were many prc-ccdcnts 
for Inch conduiiil; and being a national calamity, they ought 
at lead to inquire into the truth of the ie]>ort. 
llr.Fux. Mr. i Ev faid, that what had fallen from the noble Lord had 
given him the higbell fatisfadlion. The noble Lord’s argu¬ 
ment was perfectly wife and politic; and though it came a little 
aukw'ardly from the noble Lord’s mouth, he congratulated 
Iiim fincereiy on his having at length embraced a do, 5 tr:ne. 
which, in a varietv of other cafes, he liad refifted and oppos¬ 
ed, and but too often, tvith fuccefs. ^Vhen fac\s of fucli 
vaft importance lothe public as the late invafion of the Car¬ 
natic, and the difallets that followed it, had become a matte: 
of public notoriety, he was ready to join ifiiic with the no¬ 
ble Lord againft his honourable friend, and to declare that it 
was neceflary to proceed to an immediate inquiry into the 
caufes of thefe misfortunes, and that it would be childifli to^ 
wait for miniop proofs of the particulars. In cafes of fach 
magnitude, forms were a mere farce, and no man of real po¬ 
litical wildom ought to let them Hand in the way of inquiry. 
If there was fuch a thing as a certain rule of policv, this was 
that rule, and he rejoiced that the noble Lord had followed 
it in the prefent inlhntcc. He was right for tlte fiift time, 
and he gave him full credit for being fo; at the fame time, 
however, he could not help remarking the extreme diiference 
that there: was in the nqble Lord's condiicl, in cafes in which 
he was peribnaJly concerned and in which he was not. In 
the latter «:afe no man was more capable of judging and of 
acting right. In the former, no man was fo blind or fo un¬ 
fortunate. In the prefent intlance, he was convinced, that 
if, upon its being afkcd who was the caufe of the drfafters in 
the Carnatic ? it fhould be anfwered- “Hyder Ally was the 
caufe; the noble Lord would laugh in the face 01 the man 

who 
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who fh'ould be weak or mad enough to offer fuch a ridiculous 
reply? and to think that Inch a reply conveyed the latisfat> , 
tion required. And yet the Hoiife would recolledl on how 
many occafions the noble Lordjhad ani'wcred exarfHy in the 
fame ftile. When it had been alked, what was the caufe of 
the American war ? the noble Lord had anfwered, tlie Ame¬ 
ricans were the caul’e. Again, as to the caule of the I'rcnch 
war, the bpanilh war, and the Dutch war, a fimilar anfwer 
had been given, llie French, the Spaniards, and the Dutch, 
were the caufe. In like in'./nner when an inquiry had been 
atteii^pted into the caufe of ihciofs of out \\ elt-iiidiailiandf:, 
the anfwer given was, the French took them from us, and 
coafequently they were tire caufe of our lofiiig ihofe iflunds; 
but now he fluttered himlelf there would be an end to thefe 
puerilities and abfurdities; and when a committee ihouldbe 
moved tor, to inquire into the caufes ot the prelcnt calami¬ 
tous, iinpoveriftieil, and degradetl Bate of the nation, the 
noble Lord would be among the hrli to forward the meafure, 
and fupport a motion of that fort; if not, the world would 
I’ec, that in his own cafe, or where his own condudf was like¬ 
ly to be involved in the conlidcration, and he wa'<, ot c< 5 iirle, 
to be .aflcdlcd by the confequence, the noble Lord let his 
face againB all inquiry; but where he was a by-ftander (lor 
ft range as it was for the Miniiter of tliis country to .appear 
in t!u; ebaraiterof a by-ftander, with regard to the fttuatioii 
t>f our afl'airs in India, yet in Ibine degree, the noble Lord might 
be ki confulered) the noble Lord could acl as uprightly, as 
. wifely, and as fairly .ns any other man in the kingdom. 

1.01 J A’t'///’made a fliort reply to Mi. box, and ibid, that 
he never had oppoi'ed an inquiry into his own condudt, nor 
ever feanxi one. If his opinion was alked, wliether the Aine- 
ncan wMr was owing to the ambition and luft of power of the 
rebellious Americans, or to the opprelllon of the Britifh Go¬ 
vernment, he undoubtedly ftiould anfwer, that he 'thought 
the caufes ot that war were the ambition and impatience of 
Government of the rebellious Americans. In the inquiry, 
which he wifhed to inftitute, pofllbJy it might come out, that 
the caules of the difafters in the Carnatic, weic the ambition, 
rapacity, and injuftice of Ilyder Ally. It might, however 
come out, that there ^^ere other caufes, and it was for the 
purpofe of difeovenng thofechufes that the inquiry was to be 
made. But lurely he had not rcfifted an inquiry into the 
American war, nor* aifled ditlereiitiy in the cafe in which he 
^was hirnfeifmaterially aftedled and where he was not. The 
American war h-td been repeatedly inquired into; it had been 

the 
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the <iiyJy fuhject of difeuSon and debate for the Jadl fotjr 
yr:<iis,. and ccMiCequently it could ndt be faid that he had been 
tlie means of fti/hng inquiry. 

General Smith laid he wa^ happy to find that the Ho»afe 
were to inflitutean inv]i3iry into this calamity. It. was cer¬ 
tainly an objedl of tiie greafeft magnitude. But he r^com- 
memded it to the noble Lord not to confine the inquiry to th<!r 
mere ciicmnftance of the jrruption into the Carnatic, but to 
rake in aifb the condutfl of the council of Bengal, with which 
it would he foiiml that the iiniption was moll intjmarely cou*- 
3fxe<ffed, Tliat it owing in a great degree jo tlvir coiv- 
duifl; that the calamities had enlued, he had not a doubt, and 
it i»ras very neceiiiu-y, that the 1 loufc Ihoeld know the fact, 
as. he hoped tb.al the inijuiry would lead to a very feooris and 
imi>ortant ilTuc, and that the Houfe would think it incum¬ 
bent upon them to go to the bottom of the L- r.'incls. 

Lord Karib faid, tliat undoubtedly if tire ctmmirtct;, in the 
courfeof their inquiry, found that The in uption and difafters 
weae in aaiv degree occafionedby the uegjigeuce, the rapa- 
cifVr or other mifcondu6V in the council oi Bengal, they 
would make their report to the Houle accordingly- But he 
was averfe to multiplying the obje« 5 ls of this inquiry, becaufc 
it would retard them. He wilhed to keep them to the ptunt, 
for the fake of difpatch, which Avas now fo neceifary for the 
inecreft of the Company and of the nation, 

Mr. Burke, recommended it to the noble Lord by all means 
rrv extend the propofed inquiry to all the objects which were 
connected with the difafter of the irruption into the Carnatic. . 
To limit it to that particular calamity, without taking into 
confivieration the conconutant meafures and circumftan- 
.-'cs that had led to it, would be idle and nugatory. The 
fioufe would not receive the information that was abfo- 
lutrly necelTiry to form a judgement, or to adl with wife 
caution on a matter that deferved fo much dilcuflion and 
inqu-iry. The fondadi of the council at Bengal undoubt¬ 
edly was connedfed with it. The whole of the proceed- 
srvgs^ the origin and the condufl of the JMahratta war tvere 
fo immediately connedled with this bufinefs, that they muft 
be included in the inquiry. Nobody could believe but 
that the Mahratta war was one great caufe of the irrup¬ 
tion of Hyder Aliy. It would*not be believed that that ir- 
rtqpitiort would have happened if ft had not been for that war, 
hereby the members of the council. In fhort, there was a. 
great variety of important objedfs conneiSled with this bufi- 
Z3ef% which ought all to be attended to. It was a moll in¬ 
tricate 
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tricate and ferious bnflnefs, and would require that men '' 
fiiould come to it witJ’ tlip cooleft heads and the fteadieft 
hands. Being a fccn t C'>in!i>ittc,’cs r]ie neceffity that there 
was for caution becatne gi frater: hf' was far from condemning 
a fe!cret Committee; he knew' that a fecret Committee was the 
only cfTetlrua} W’ay of doing htfiin^fs, but then it was unavoid¬ 
ably, and from its nature, the caufe of public fufpicion; his 
wifh, there lore, was to It.-flen the ftifpirion and increafe the 
effect; and this he th.ouglit would be the conleq|uence of ta¬ 
king up the inejuiry on broad grounds. In that cafe the pub¬ 
lic would have conhd<'nce in the Committee, and would look 
lor fuccefs from their ei'rori3. He repeated it, however, that 
he meant not to diredl; the inquiry to a general confideration 
ot the rili'airs of India. I Jo had, foi a longtime, been employed 
in examininiT and iearchlnr into them: andh. - knew from ex- 
pericnco, tliat they \scu- at once too cxtend«?d and too com- 
piicatod. and liail tlia \iews, pallions, and intciefts, of too 
in.uiy (HilL-rent nidi cr)jinei.Sted ami blended with them, to be 
c-dilv (le\cloned oi foldablv uivdcrflood on a fudden. 

Loul role once more to alTure the honourable mem- LordNonh, 


Iv'j-, thai he had not the moll diftant wilh that the inquiry 
llunild lx: a nartiai one. He tonfidered the fiihjecl as ex- 
treiiudv \vf le'ht v and important, and he hoped in would be in¬ 
quired into K.tilv, reri<'u!ly, and difpatinnately. HisLordOiip 
again < xpl :!!;<, d lie. ta afori:, wiiv he thought it more odvifeablc 
to point tiie inqmrv only toiheairair« of tlie Carnatic, and 
h<' aild. d, rh tj rw ry which in tliecourfcof the inveftl- 

gation lh< . Id appear U'l iiaxe been among tlie cauies of the 
dii.illeiM in t!j u dJiiiet 1 India, would necclfaiily fall vvith- 
ii• iis io'/, v.% 


jVIi, irfip'.rv laid, Iv was heartily glad to {ind, late as it was, ifr. Gre* 


lli.it the .iilairs of India Wi-io liki iy to h' taken into the fc- S'^^y* 
Tan-.s confide: at ion of that Houle. He wifla'd it had hap- 
]vncd ro have been the cede e:iilitr, hvecauie he was convinced, 
il it h al, the iate md'jhiels wouhl iuue been mucJi ie!s thiui 
tmiiniiin.Pcly they have hc' ii. In tb'-cotuii* of th!--'mquirv, 
it ■•vt uhi he mao rial to know how it happ- necl, aftei we had 
d.in< n the French (jut of India, that Hvder rlily ravaged the 
Carnatic, not only broH' in upon the uoLlcthons of our 
allies, but Upon ilioF. of t’tc Company, atid marched up al- 
ino’.i ro the very wajhsof F'oit St, Georre, without any one 
meuluie appearing to have been tak:n by rhofc hi pow'er in 
Ind'-a, to jarwent fuch a dilalloi from happening, or to ftop 
the« xtent of it when it did happen. 

VoL. Ill. * A a 


This 
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This was ejtteniialiy ncceflary, and he hoped tliar exemplary 
pnnifhinent would fiill upon that man, or thofc men, who 
ihould turn out to he guilty in the particular above Hated, 
he tliey whom they would; if it iliould be proved that tlie 
difafters originated in tlie repacity of thofe in powei, they 
ought to be puniilied with Regard to jierfonal Iniiiienci*. 
wealth, power, connedlion, or any othei confulcration. Mr. 
Crregory concluded with faying, that, late as it w.is in t^ie 
feafon, fome iliips were juli now preparing for their voyage, 
and their carrying over information to India, that the llntilli 
legillaturc had entered upon the ferioiis coniidcTaiion of tins 
Hate of that countrv, and of the c.uife.s tf the late l vents 
there, would, he; was perfuailed, he a*feral mI with rhi- raejH 
falut.ary confequcnces ; he, tbervfoie, for or.e, was re:uW to 
give the moafiue ever v rdhilanC'. l:i Iks p<e.V”r; rntt h • j.-ieuge I 
liitnfelf to do fo, and alfo to tale i.aie tiuii. the infhrina: lon 
which the India Houic was poilcHi*cl of, ‘.’’.wuld l:c laid beloie 
the Committee, and that if tluu; ihould he .my v^oucualu'.eKt 
he W'ould complain to that I Inul'-. 

The order was dil’charged, and a frelli ojd-r was ma la f.; 
the Houle to go into aCominittiv rrext ednddav. 

yf/ ? a ^ 1. 


The Honfe, on the motion ut tlte S-vre’ciiv at "'.V'ar, re- 
folvcd itfelf mto a Committee oi fupply; and Mr. Oid 
having taken the chaii, 

*Tho Senetary (It IJ ar (Mr. h lu.infnn) ' M' n’ed, ihu pp n- 
tlcmcii might recollect, that wh.en, at fli< r-ot the 
fclhon, he jiropoled a refoiin or leduClion in flu- ;:n;iy and mi- 
lilii, Ik'appiii'id tlic Conimiuee, tliat it might aliei waid*- be 
tliought expedient to raile 1< me ■ roops dnrin':; the com ie ot the 


year. 'I'hat meafurc had linee hcen adopted ; .tiid ordcr.s liad 
been given for r.nfingforty mdependent companies in Englaiid, 
and forty more in Iieland, to be placed on the Jaigiilh c-lt i- 
blinnncnt. The expenre of this augnu ntalion, he faid, 
would incre.afc hy very little indeed the general fiipydy fd tin; 
year; for the favings made liy the former reduclion vvonld 
very nearly anfwcr till* whole cxyience of the eihibhflimeiu of 
the eighty new comjianies. Jiy one bianch of the rcduclion. 
51,000!. had been laved, and was now' in tlie Kxcheqiiei : and 
by .another, 57,000!. fo tliat it would not he necelTu y to pro¬ 
vide for mtjrc than the payment of about 8 orcjoool. Hut though 
the money was procured, it was ncceflary to have a lefoiu- 
tion of the Houle, by which it tvimld he ajijuojuiated to this 
ufe. He then movetl, that a Aim, nor <*xceetung 117,000!, 
be granted for tire maintenance of eighty' additional inclepcn- 
deut companies. 


t KM 
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Sir F. Clcrkc dftfired to know ’why the companies were not siip.cierk* 
irgirnenteU. , 

The SiCtttary at IVar ihiU, that if hereafter it fhouW be TheS*c,« 
found txp’.dieiii to regiment them, it certainly would Ik* done, 
hut at prcl' iit they wtreat muf^h Jefsexpence to the nation; 

•ukI flv* n ;tuie ot the lervice made it nectdlluy to raife compa¬ 
nies not regiments; for they were raifed h\ the captains; 
lijil c(»mj>aii!es were much caller comj>leted than regiments: 
helhk;-, in thfdr prereat form they might be very I'cryiceable: 
tli'.'i'e were lome regiments ferving on board Blips, tlio field 
o}li('e's ot which Were renrlcrcd ulclel's by the nature of the? 

Ici viLf. As loon as the indepeiul-nt companies fliouid he 
comjdete, rliey might he fent to fervice in tlr* room of thoi'e 
reg'iiii UTS which might th.cti he called home. 

The Heufe heiag relumed, l.ord ]\'o 7 -ih rofe, and moved, LorUMorth. 
pu! iurmt to Ills inrnnation ot f riclav iaft, “That a Committee 
r>f ll'crecv he appointed to inquire into the caufes of the war 
now lubhiling in the Carnatic, and of the prefent condition 
of the Jiritilh jioirellions in thofe parts; and to report the 
fime, \N nil their olilervarions thereon.” His la>rc!lhip laid, 
ti.,ir he iiad worded this motion as widely as poBible, to ob¬ 
viate an oh;!'clion made againft it the other day hy gentlemen 
who u iJtied the impiiry Ihould extiaid into the pielidency of 
lletigal. Ciiilri tile general terms he had adoj>ted, it would 
be competent Ihr tlie Committee to puifue thoir inquiry 
through ail our f ttlernents in India, if it Biould be found pro¬ 
per lb to do, for afccrtaining the caule.s of Hyder Ally’s niva- 
lioii ; and if tlic Mairatah war had, as was fuggefted, contri¬ 
buted to iliat event, it would allb coim; under tlieir conliJera- 
tion ; but to include the pielidency of Bengal directly in the 
morion, hi-iorc it was certainly known whetlier the milchief 
originated theie or not, would, in his opinion, have unnecefTa- 
rlly imp(d«.*(l the progrefs of the inquiry, which ought to be 
conducti il with all j>oirible difpatch. 

1.01 d Xnv/'tnYH rofe to Rturn the noble Lord tlvmks, for Lt»rii Nfw- 


infHtiiting an inquiry at oitce 11 ) juft and necelfiiry; and re- kaven. 
qiieflcd to know what powers his i^ordftiip intended to inveft; 
the Committee with; he wilhcd for ample powers ; as the in¬ 
quiry would prove iiiigatotw', if the Committee ftiould not 
rtecu'e hicli powiTs as j^vould enable them to proceed with 
efticaey in their purj'uit. ^ 

L('rd Noth laid, it was his intention to follow his firft LoniNoj-l'., 
motion witii another, hy which he meant to give the Com- 
^mitiee all the ufual 'powers of Committees ; fuch as calling for 
pa pci S; c‘.aiuiiiing witnefies, &c. and likewife a new power, 

A a 2 which 
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t^hich WAS that of fitting at Ihe India-Houie, if they think 
proper ; this was a power which, he laid, would promote dif- 
patch; as they would be on the fpot to i(!ad thole papers, 
which otherwife jfhould be copied to be fent to the Houie of 
Commons. 

Mr. T» Townjbend faid that he did not rife to find faxilt with 
the motion of the noblq Lord in the blue ribi^and; nor would 
he agree with the noble Lord, his friend, to thank him for the 
motion until he law farther into the defign of the noble I .ord, 
by the manner in which this Committee was fonned, and the 
powers wnth w'hich it was furnilhedfor accompliOiing wl’.h 
efFe61 the purpoies for which they were appointed. It was a 
bufmefs of the utmoll importance; and if the inquiry was 
carried on witli fleady and determined minds; if no i>arty 
confiderations were i)ermitted to have ir.ihience; ar .1 if no 


fecret management was fuftered to int- 


.ro !io 


then lie fiioiild 


thank the noble Lord, and iiirnfcil'c jIU d upon to do fo, 
becaufe then the noble Lord would ac?l with wifcloin and 
energy, and do his bell to retrieve calamiru-s wldch perhaps 
the imbecility or the corruption of his Adnun hi.U'on had liad 
a very confiderable fliare in bringing about. Without open- 
nefs, without impartiality, without tuienng upon it fivofroni 
all motives of bafenefs and degenerarv, i’ would fail of the 
defiredend ; it would be a mocLry of jullicr. 1T<' obferved 
that aperfonhigh in ofHcc fliook his h- ad m the mention of 
impartiality. It was an ominotis lign ; but he yet trufli.d we 
meant to make tlii* Inquiry a Cerious c ue, \Vw’ liad fact ’.nc_d 
enough to patronage and fiartiahty ; and the unhappy fyJhin 
of the prefent MtniJlry liad been iuthricn’Jy fatal in its coii- 
fequfctKcf. in rho Fnl}, as it had bf>n in the WejL Ho thanked 
God that no frien<! of liis could be all'; fh-t! by the ifiueof the 
prefent inquiry. lie di'l not mean bv this to point out indi¬ 
viduals, who poffibly might be affecled by it : but after 
having far fo long in that Hou!e, ht' was not to learn that 
there were a body of men dilUnguilhed, and properly jb, hy 
the name of *• Nabob members,” who found particular favour 
in the eyes of Minifiers, whiitever might be the means by 
which their fortunes were acquired. 

It was obfervable of thofe gentlemen, that vory Toon after 
they came into the Houfe, a material diftiiu fiori was made 
between tliem and country gertlemen ; and, feme how or 
other, decorated with titles or with honour, they w’ere 
introduced into forne /hare of the Adminiftratlon, they were 
feen in that Houfe afpiring to honours by lerviiity ; — gaudent 
preenomim mollcs auriculai they were obferved with their titles 
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and diftinguifhing appellations thralling up towards dto 
fury bench, and no men were ib ob^ient, fo ufelol, or fo 
necelfary to the Minifter as them; the country had to attri¬ 
bute to thefe men a great fliare of their calamities in the 
baneful,example which they give of'Afjatic luxury and Aliatic 
corruption. He faid it was a circumftance 'which would 
hardly be denied, that the fupport which the Company's 
firvants had received from Minifters; the protedtion they hsd 
given them when charged with peculation; and the rewards 
which they had bellowed on t]>cm when convicled of trea¬ 
chery, had been the great means of inlhgating thofe ferv.ant* 

U) go to lengths of abufe unknown in former times, and from 
winch tia: prcieiit calamities had been derived. It was now 
tJicn a duly incumbent on that Houfe to enter on the prelent 
im|niry woth {crioulnel's and with relblution, that the Report 
niight go out to India, and reach the ears of the Company’s 
Icrv ants vvaining them againft future peculation by the pro- 
and the certainty of parliamentary correction. If 
was laid, and he believeil with feme truth, that at this mo¬ 
ment the nabob of Arcot had between feven and eight mem¬ 
bers in tliat liouic devoted to his fervice, and who were to 
i'jjiport tile Miniller, iftlie Minifter befriended him. Was 
nor this a reafon for making the prefent inimiry ferious and 
determined, and not to Tuffer it to be like all former inquiries, 
a mere f:ncK, a piece of political intrigue, by v»hich the Mi- 
iiillci was icrc' ned, that he might fecure his friends. 

Sir T'fom.t, RumbM role, he laid, at that early date after sir Thom** 
his adminioii into that Houfe, in confcquence of Ibme mat- 
tors and iniinuaiions that had fallen from the honourable 
gentleman who ipoke laft, and which evidently hinted at his 
liiuation. In relpedt to the inquiry propofed by the noble 
land, Ik.' not only agreed in the propriety of it, but allb 
thought it exceedingly neceftary and becoming. The iitua- 
tion and ftate of our affairs in India were fuch as to require the 
fober and Icrious inveftigation of Parliament, and there Was 
nothing whicli he more ardently defired than that the whole 
of this bulinels Ihould be thoronglily and fairly examined. 

At one time ho was afraid that India affairs were not to be 
taken up in that Houfe at all, and he was forry that it was 
now fo late in the fciHoiiihe confidered it as neceffary that 
the matter of inquiry Jlionld gp farther than the immediate 
objecSl of the difalter in the Carnatic; indeed in his opinion it 
muft go farther. The Parliamentary agreement with the 
C^pany, which had taken place in the year 1773, *“0 

the date from which the inquiry ftKiuld let oiH. That 
f contract 
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eo«tra{ 5 l was avowedly intended as an experiment of regula¬ 
tion and government. It oughjt to be,i!H]iHred wlit tber the 
plan feitlod hy Parliament had been productive of falutary or 
detrimental elFeffs to the commerce, tlic revenue, the ella- 
bliHiment, and the fecuyity*, of the Company. 'I'lif noble Lord 
had declared of that agreement, that he could not anfwer for 
tlie conieijuences, but ciiat he meant to try them, and either 
to repeal, or alter, and amend it, juil as its operations fhould 
turn out. I'hat ad had now cxilted for about eight yt'ars, 
and its efFeds might be pretty well alccrtained, and furely in 
the prefent objed, it ought to be inquired M'hether it had 
tended to conciliate or inilame the pow ers of India ; to rclloic 
unanimity or give rife to ditTentions. In fad, the prelent war 
was conneded with tlie bulinefs of this term, and be did not 
fee how it could be poflible for the Committee to inquire into 
the caufes ot this war, and this calamity, without reviewing 
the condud of the preiidencies during tliis period, and the cf- 
fed of the regulations introduced e lall fetileinent. This 
1-.d.p of irKjuiry would, he was convinced, have been more 
likely to produce a good-etTed than the nariow one marked 
cut by the noble Lord; and, indeed, without examining into 
the hiftory of the w’ars in the difFerent parts of India for iome 
years pall, it would bo impofilble to come at the true caufes 
of the late difaflers in tl>e Carn.atic'; a matter winch he fin- 
cerely hoped would he fully gone into, becaule he knew that 
the more deeply the matter was probed, the more evident it 
would appear that his condud in India, (whence it was well 
known he had lately returned, after having held a high office 
there) was jaftifiable in everv part of it. 

With refpeiT* 10 the inflitution of the Committee, undoubt¬ 
edly it would be very unbecoming in him, circumftanced as 
he was, to be a member of it; and indeed it was a matter 
which he by no means (lefned ; but though he was aw'are 
that a fecrct Committee was better calculated to do hufineft 
witli difpatch and efied than an open one, yet theie was fome- 
thing ;ibout that word fecrccy, wliich he could not fay was 
pej-fcdly fatisfadory to him. In the courfe of this inquiry 
it would be found that there was very great, intricacy and 
much lalwur. It would be difficult, amidft the voluminous 
mafies of papers which they mufi ntcelFarily have before 
them, to feled fuch as imin^iately pointed to the olijcd of 
the inquiry ; it would he difficult for them to call for fuch 
by name as diredly went to that end; and in the multipli¬ 
city of work, and the difficulty, they Wuld have much nc^d 
ff affiflance and aid from gjcntlemen,, who, by being in 
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\t the time, and interefted in the huhnefs, would naturally 
be more acqualnced with thofe objoCts. An honourable mem¬ 
ber of that Houie, who was in tliw coiUicil of Bengal, and 
himfelf, vvlio had been the Go\ernor of Madras, might I)e of 
ellential lervice to tlaj Committee irjbthis refpecl, and he took 
theljh;rly to fugged thi.-, to tlif-; liouje^ without indeed hav¬ 
ing confulted th; iru Itruilioii of the other gentlemen, m order 
tlrat (cm.’ mrthol neglii be feitlcd by which this op{>otun»ilv 
might be giwn ^hcm. Tn ordvT to iliew the neceiiily or tbM 
matter, lie gave an inhance, material to himielf^ in wliicli 
tlie council of isongal had writtiJn a letter to that of Madras, 
on the li’bject of a tiLaty which had been entered into with 
one c>t the coinitr y powers, whofe name we do not piecifely 
rec oheff. Jn this letter theyAeclare that they had not writ¬ 
ten to IMa.lias llnce tlie 29th of Oifltober, 1775, when tlrey 
directed the roiincil of Madras not to conclude that treaty 
without farther advice and aiithority ; and that hro. ing done 
fo, it was c.nitiary to the laws of iIk; Company, a-: lottled by 
thi.' laft chaitcr. 'J his letter, coming from a council board, 
entered regularly on the records ot the court, could hardly 2>e 
conceivcil to be inaccuraie with refpedl: to a point of luch 
importance as to the matter of faCi; and yet, in truth, tlut 
board, eiihor threui'li tli ‘ mifinformation or negligence of 
office, nr though the lunry and the <.r>nfufioii of bulinefs, it 
was incoriedt; lor tb« v had w inten letters to the council of 
Madras Ihliii-quen: to Oclobcr, 1775, in which tliey luid 
givf-ii exjneis directions tor tiie conclufion ot thattrealy. This 
‘fltcl u'ould lerve to (^uintout to the Houle the neccliity of the 
aiiiltance which he had inentif,?ned: lor it wnmld not readily 
occur to men wiio weie net hunrediately concerned in the 
r, tliat there cc-oId be fi matciial an error of office as 
that which he had pcnnifd ]r would, therefore, by fucli 

opportunity, Iv in iiis ['"’ser to lead tlie Committee to fucli 
papers as uc»uld \iMlIwa.,- In.', charafler. It was his willi 
that evciy part of ! ccnducl, as Governor of Madras, Jhoifid 
lie fairiv and lullv t,oiic into. 1 Ic onivdelircd to have a fair 
tiial; lor in Ids govciiimcnt it had been throughout his ftudy 
and his vvilh to pnrfue the interoftsof the Company, and to 
follow the rules and orders picfcribed for the iervauts. But 
it was fuggcfled by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, 
that there were nabob memlicTS in that Houfe, who having 
made immenfe fortunes by jicculathm, were patromfed by 
the Miaifter, pu>tc\‘‘ted and aggrandifod. b'or his own part 
he would jeadilv declare that there never was a moment at 
tvliicl^e fo much dclireJ, or could dcHre, to Jiave a feat iij 
* that 
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that Houfe as the prefeirtt. The Houfe could be at no lofs to 
divine his motives. He was anxious to meet inquiry, from 
the conviftion that a man could alwavs explain his own cafe 
himfelf, cfpeciaily when it was full of the intricacies that his 
mull necellarily he. He did aflure the honourable gentleman, 
that he had too jull an idea of the weakiiefs of his talents, to 
fancy that they could give him any importance in that Houfe. 
The vote of one man, or even of two, could not poffibly give 
him much interell, or even claim the favour of a finile, or a 
whil’per, from the Miniiter. He had only feen him once 
finc& his arrival from India, and then he had adtlrelfed him in 
this manner: My Lord, I defirc no other than a fair op¬ 
portunity of vindicating my condu6l and characlilcr ; and that 
when I lhall have the happinefs of afeertaining my iiinoccnco, 

J may have the honour of your prote<£lion, and tliat you will 
not lufter me to be Ihcrihced to party.” This was the Ian ■ 
giiage which he had held, and this was the reafon which had 
made him anxious for a feat m tJ'.at Houfe. The Houfe wa-ie 
not to learn, that there had been a great deal of invedlive and 
calumny in circulation, by which prejudices were con^c^t•d to 
the minds of the public, and much mifreprefenration had gone 
abroad. It had been but too long and too fatally the I'vllcin 
of Indian management. It was a traffic to which, hcv.evcr, 
he had never had the meannef-: to defeend. The time that 
he entered on his government v\ as very well calculated for 
the exercife of the pen ; theie was fufficient room for libel 
and Dander; but he had IcorncJ the contemptible pra*Slic 
He had difdained the reputation which w'us to be Tupported. 
or advanced by throwing oMoquy upon others. Fie wifbed 
only for opportunity and candour in this Houfe, in the court 
of proprietors, or in the courts below; he defired to meet 
inquiry and court trial with ojicnnefs and with confidence ; 
and he exceedingly drilled, tliat in this Committee tlie op¬ 
portunity might be given him, which he had pointed out as 
neceifiiry and proper. 

Mr. Grcgcry exprefied his fatisfaiSlion, that llie prefent in¬ 
quiry was to coniti on, and he {nsllcd that it would not be a 
' rpockery of jufiicc, or mixed witli party intercDs and party 
friendfliips, to the inl’ult arid the injury of the Company 
and of the kingdom. It was very true that the bufinefs 
■would bo very intricilo au'i cf'-mplex. There would be oc- 
cafion for many volmne*^ of pap-zs; and as to the fear ex- 
prellt;d bv the honouta! j g/ nTlfiuan who fpokc lafi, that the 
Committee would not l ttuniila/l with the proper papers, 
he ■‘v.juld make it hi; hud) to ■>> ahh with a narrow eyfi, that 

■ no 
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no concealments might be made, and no papers or informa¬ 
tion denied them, that might be neceifary or uicdul in the 
proiecntion of the inquiij. He pledged himfelf to the Houie, e 

that if any fuch circumitance liquid occur, he would move 
in his place for the moil exemplary cenfure and puniihment 
that could be indidled on the man, or iet ox men, that 
Ihoold be guilty of this odence; and he called upon the 
Houfe to aifill and fupport him in this talk* 

Sir l%oma 5 Rumbold rofe to explain what he had before fald. Sir TK* 0 iai 
The honourable gentleman had entirely mifconceived him ; itwnStris* 
he had not fufpe<5ed that any papers would be withheld from 
the Committee, but had merely fpoken of the difficulty of 
the Committee’s knowing what papers were neceflary for their 
infpe£lion, and what were not. For inllance, the papers of 
the Madras government, during his having the honour to 
preiide there, were fo extremely voluminous, that the Com¬ 
mittee might fearch for five months after a particular palTage; 
whereas if he was prefent, from knowing them perfedlly, he 
could point it out to the Committee in five minutes. 

Mr. Burke rofe, and pointed out and urged the propriety of Mr. Burke, 
rendering the Committee Often, inilead of fecret. The ho¬ 
nourable Baronet had defired a very proper and fit thing, the 
opportunity of vindicating his chara£ler from charge and af- 
perfion. By making it a Committee of Sele<^ion, inilead of 
a Committee of Secrefy, that opportunity m^ht be given ; 
and by this attendance, and the attendance of other honou¬ 
rable gentlemen, the moll advantageous ailiftance would re- 
fult to the Committee, in pointing out to tliem fuch papers as 
were material in the inquiry. The honourable gentleman 
would be of great fervice to the Committee, by attending in 
this manner; at the fame time, that on account of his pecu¬ 
liar circiimllances, he would be very improper to iit as a 
member of it; and he was liimfelf convinced of this truth. 

It was in the nature of a judicial ii^uiry; and being a ju¬ 
dicial inquiry, it ought to be open, unlefs they intendra it to 
be a mockery of juftice, inllituted to quiet the murmurs 
of the moment; to be begun with heat, and broken off 
with haile. Opere in medh defixa nlinquit aratra. In this 
inquiry, the fortunes, the lives, of many individuals, were at 
Bake; and it was a principle of the law and the juBice of 
Great Britain, that her judicial proceedings ihould be con¬ 
ducted in the face of day. It would be an imputation upon 
the country, if public puniihment, or even public acquittal^ 

' ihould follow pfitate trial. It ie^t furpicions of guilt upon 
Vot. III. B b this 
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i®at awnflCMPmt, « tt^veanoom Jeaknis ce>»- 
^p|K>ceftoei 3 (n *a ^Wtrd^ tjC gailt. St WaiS aivMuy^ 
‘feclirfy to 4ufpic«M and ft «>»« rt» 

tufc, the^i^nr of lite firilifti taw, the caufe for whii*h -k w«s 
‘ v i n ier a teq ‘a|g>lattded among nations, that it was admioi- 
^fteted'in”^iihlic. ’^Pliat whichthnew ftnptrtatton and t^lcifquy 
TipOTthfi jtrdiriil ttiah of def|»c 3 ftic ftates was, that rilieir triafo 
were fecret^, that they were kept wnoeotled from the inveili- 
'gating Wpi^d, hy'whieh their partiality and flmr injufiice 
ithi^t’he troveted’,; hy-which they migjit favour without de- 
4eTO0h, brifeviate with impunity* 

VWiit'was it that made the Spaniflu inqtiifttion fo ohnoxiotrs 
and detfeftahte ^ 'Not the principles of the infritution, for they 
'Were founded in many infranoes in fubftontial jullice, and in. 
-admirable ptohcy; bur the conduct of the court rendered ft 
jfohorrcnt 'to -nations; the fecrefy of their proceedings poi- 
'fbned the jtifrice, and bred fulpicions in the mind& oh men, 
■which-neither their purity nor tlieir impartiality could wi|K: 
away. 'The general argument again ft their tribunal was-iim- 
yily-this, that men could not know whetlusr tliey condemned 
with jufticc, or acqriitted with honour. 

Tferhaps it might he faid, that in the prefent cafe the pub- 
..Irctty oF the inquiry might lead’to difclofures, of which the 
'enemies might avail themfelves to our difad vantage. This 
was a fenrirmsnt founded in error. No fuch confequences couId 
arife. It was not in the nature of things that fecrets coukl arife, 
df which theenernywerenot already in^the poftsffion, orifJihey 
■were not, from the circumftances of thefituation, they could be 
‘df-noforvice to them; fince by thistime the ftruggle roitft be 
decide^, oratleaftthe poftureof affairs fo changed, as to render 
thdie fccretsinfignifrcant. Secrets of inefficacy, of treachery, 
loit'of'corruption, were the bane of governnaents. He never 
‘knew of ia ftate that had been ruined by the opennefs of its 
fyfrem ; byitSTeadinefs to fearch into its diftempers, and to 
lay bare its wounds ; but he had heard and read of many thait 
■had been ruined by the timorous fecrefy of their proceed(ngs>. 
fry fhe concealments which they obferved in their inferior 
branches and dependencies; by which corruption and difeafe 
were fulfeted to -gather head, until} when they burft into 
• eruptions, they -were too foriBjdable for remedy, and witlv- 
rftood all the powers'of phyfic. j^ich was always the effect 
'of jealous and timid fecrefy in the fyllem’of ^vernmant; 
»»j["lsothing could tetid fo much tb'^e cbnfrrinatioa of oala* 
i»hy'as"ia rimideoiiois^lttat of it^eaciftence. ' 

» ■ Make, fays he, youf inquiry opcm, full, compseheit&ve, 
and public, and what would be the confequences } You 

would 



^ iEbU^ titiat iWilpeim^ ^tLii^ Xov 
^aj; jKoS. w<?uM,teacta t^hem to lap^T to 
oiT profereace ao<i ^fpe£k, and mew tbdn^; ti&^ jpro^ 
o^fibour^ a^ from no power, they conW exptidln^ e4^ 
and fuck permanent fbcutity,, a^ will'dow.irm yp^ 
Wh^ ha^been the caufe of all yp^ir difaDter^ hut fecniR^ 
which had been obfcryed in thofe impiiries ^ What it tl^ 
l»a alicnaXod the aBeiSlIona ed furroumding 9pd 

made the name of England hateful in the Eall, from Mqupt 
Cauc^uc to Cape Cotnorin J What but the protet^ionwhi^ 
has been ffivcn to delinquents, the bhndnefs which has fubr 
in the flate, and the Gcenfe that has confe^uontly been 
taken by the Cbrvants of the Company to invade pmperty, tp 
be rapacious of douainion, to violate treaties, to outrage 
TieigUbourhood, to Ihcrifice fiith, and to make enemies on 
every hand ? It is this that has forced thole nations to con- 
fider everv (late as their friend, that would take thejn under 
their proteflioii in Head of you. They have alfo conlideied 
the moft defpotic empires as more liberal than Britain. Re¬ 
form, then, your principle, fince it is fotuided in vice, and 
produd^ive of calamity. EftabMi a generous principle in its 
room, of fair, and fall, and public juftice* Shew them thitt 
you are determined to become the proteftors, not the opr 
preflbrs, of the country. That you wifli to hold your author 
rity on the folid rock of their happinefs. Confider that tloere 
are thirty millions of fouls involved in this affair; iuid as you 
cannot maintain your govermneKt by mere power, ftudy to 
preferve it by policy. Let there be no private hufmefs nor 
private interefls to interfere in this inquiry ; no one fet of 
men to protcdl and fave; no other to harrafs and deffroy. 
Let it not be confined to the mere difafter in the Carnatic; 
nor limit your inveftigatioai to points fo little 'm. the important 
whole of the bufmefs; to the defence of a pafs; to the 
weaknefs of one place, and the quantity of ftores in another. 
Thefc are the mere pullules, the eruptions on the flein, and 
while you are intent on the examination of thefe, you negle< 9 : 
the real feat of. the difeafe, which is in the blood, from the 
corruption of W'hich thefe appearances have their rife. The 
wifdora of Government ought to be applied and exerted, not 
fo much to the cure as to rite prevention of the difeafe. It 
ought to have the fenfe apd the penetration to anticipati^ eexn- 
fequences in their caufes; — tj> fed them in their approach, 
to ward off, by feafonable preventives, the impending 
blow. This is die true duty as well as rite virtue of govern- 

* B b 2 ment; 
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nintC ; and it ife! m tlie «xettiib of this falutary wiidoiti ' 
h is to give iecurity and happinefs to ^ governed. Let 
us then, io this inquiry, go into the whole of this iaUpotw 
tant hu&ti^s. Let noil^hg be concealed; but let us trace 
the cpndudl: of thof^ fnoorainate governments from the date 
of the laft charter to the prefenthour: and let us enter on 
this in^tulry with a determined fpirit to fereen no delinquent 
from puniimsent, however high t to perfecute no innocent 
maO) however unfortunate, what wfll be the confequencet 
of this condudt t You will re-unite the nations that furtound 
you in bonds of trull and friendlhip. You will Ihew yOttr 
own fervants that nothing but the faithful difeharge of their 
duty can recommend them to reward, or fecure to them the 
enjoyment of the fortunes they may acquire. You will teach 
the people that live under you, that it is their intcreft to be 
^ur fubje^ls; and that, in Head of courting the French, the 
Dutch, the Danes, or any other Hate, tinder heaven, to proteft 
them, they ought only to be anxious to preferve their c<m- 
ne£lion with you; becaufe, from you only they had to cx- 
pcdl public proceeding, public trial, public juftice. Do 
this, «id you give a necefiary example to your fervants; you 
give happihefs to your fubjews; you give confidence to your 
neighbours; you give defpair to your enemies, Europe 
would ftand allonilhed and awed by your conduct. ‘They 
would leeafyllemof government formidable from its purity, 
permanent from its ufc. In all juftice, as in all government, 
the beft and fureft tell of excellence, is the publicity of its 
adminiftration; for, wherever there is fecrefy, there is im¬ 
plied injullice^. When the eyes of men went along with the 
judge, when they could fee and inveftigate the procedure, 
then the juftice was complete. Even in the awful judgment 
of the world, at the laft day, we are taught, in the feriptures, 
that God will condefeend to manifeft his ways to man.' His 
judgment will be public. What, then! Ihall poor, finite, li¬ 
mited man, incumbered with palfions and prejudices, pre- 
fume to judge infecret of man, when his Almighty Parent 
declares that even his ways Ihall be public and open ! We 
are called upon by every argument of morality and of policy, 
by every precept of religion and of duty, to make that juf- 
ticc, wmeh we reverence, as public as the noon-day ftih. It 
has been the lentiment and the lenfe of all ages. ** Let me 
fight with Jupiter," fays Ajax, « but give me day-light." 
Dtt me have condemnation or let me have acquittal in the 
face of day. The acquittal that is &cret cannot be horkmr- 

able ; 
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' iMei it kcvet a even opoti ttmoceocf. i:t»Q4e^ 
nation tbiSft ia iiKret cannot Isie jufi; it l^vaaa 
^voor of the crimixial injurious to the tribunal hf w^m he 
oral U^* The members of this Coinnuttee muft bti l^iine 
at the idea of their being forced to fit in jud^menV and to 
aeqmt or condemn in private. He had been tor fome wee^s 
engaged in a Committee up fiairs» which Wat open; and it 
had ^n the greatell confolation to his mind that it w^ fo s 
fince in judging of the condud; of the judges in India# he 
knew that he was adling in the face of men, and that hie 
behaviour was known to the world. But what mull have 
been his difquietude and anxiety if he had been appointed by 
that Houfe to judge and determine in the dark } At the fame 
time the very fecrecy itfelf would be deftroycd in the end ; 
for in cafe of a report being made by this Committee, which 
(hould induce the Houfe to charge members of that Houfe 
with high crimes and mifdemeanors, and impeach them be¬ 
fore the Lords, or move an addrefs for their trial in the 
courts below, the Houfe would think it nccelTary, before 
their agreement with fuch a report, to call for all the pro¬ 
ceedings of that Committee, and confequently ail the fecrets 
mull come out. There, therefore, could be no realon for a 



Committee of fecrecy ; a Committee of fele£lion it ought to 
be, and fuch he moll earneftly recommended to the noble 
Lord; and called upon him, by every argument of policy 
and prudence, of liberality and of juftice, to adopt the latter* 

** The Secretary at fVar (Mr. Jenkinfon) contended, the ho- The Seer*- 
* nourable gentleman had millaken the objeft of the propofed tary** Ww* 
inquiry ; for it was not a judicial one: it was not meant that 
the Committee Ikould decide on the conda(5l of any man, much 
lefs proceed to punilh; their bufinefs would be Amply to report 
fa€ls. without giving any opinion upon them; and ifthofefa^ls 
Ihould appear to the Houle as grounds of aceufation againfi 
any individual, he would then have an opportunity of de¬ 
fending himfelf, and the proceedings againll him would be pub¬ 
lic. It would even be the duty of the members, when they went 
into this Committee, to prefume that no man was guilty, and 
through the whole of their proceedings to confine themfelves 
fimply to fa(51s. As to what the honourable gentleoiail laid, 
in re(pe<5l to proceedings in the dark, could not be applicable 
to this Committee, for their proceedings would all comeoutin 
the end, if any fufpicion fhould arife to induce the Houfe to 
call for their minutes; therefore, the honourable gentleman's 
obje^ion to fecrecy was removed; and at anquefiionably « 

• con^ttee 



eominittee dl the natirre pip|iQiic!4» eouy fcoeeediirith,'gne#^ 
difpatdi than aray othcsr, it was evidently on that aceonmt 
be preferted. 

Mr, Fosi. Mr. Fix laid^ that if he had - any donbtS' Wore, \vWhiet tdlf 
hdnortirable .ffWd was right io opposing a Connsittee of fo- 
ctecy, thofe doubts niuO: have been retnoved by the hoQcmrar 
ble gentleman who I'po^e iaft ; it clearly appearing that the 
very nature and duty of the propofed intjniry had been eij* 
tizely mifunderftood, and confequently the execution of it 
was not likely to prove very fatisfa<5l:ory, if it was not under 
the ermtroui of the public eye. The honourable gentleniaii 
had laid that the Committee was only to report fa^s; very 
true; but thofe fadls, it fhould be remembered, were caufes. 
The motion faid that the cavjfes of the war in the Carnatic 
were to be inquired into; novr in llatitTg facls of that kind, 
it was rather diiHcult not to give an opinion along with them. 
Jf the noble Lord would confent to an imjuiry he had talked 
of the other day, (into tlie caufes of the American war) and 
would let him have rhe naming of the fecret Committee, as 
his Lordftiip would no doubt have of that now in queftion, 
he would undertake that nothing Ihould be reported hut fadls 
in the honouralile gentleman’s acceptation of them: and yet 
the ngbie Loid would not be inclineti to Itave them received 
for fuch, he would rather call them mere opinions; for in* 
fiance, perhaps they might report that rhe c aufes of rhe Ame¬ 
rican war were the influence of the Crown and the corrup¬ 
tion of Parliament: or perhaps the ohflinacy, the impotence, 
or the treachery, of Minillers. In that cale*, his Lordfhip 
and the honourable gentleman wmuld both be inclined to think 
the Committee had given along with the fadls they were to 
inquire about, opinion and accufation too. It was true, in¬ 
deed, if the propofed Committee fhould judge of caufes as the 
noble Lord, in his fimple and ingenious ftyie of reafoning, 
fometimes did; nothing but fadts would, in all probability, 
be reported, for they would only inform the Houfethat Hy- 
der Ally was the caufe of Hyder Ally’s invafion. 

The honourable gentleman had faid that the Committee 
was to preiume that nobody was guilty; a very ftrange pre- 
fmnptian indeed that would be; our fettlements in the £aft 
3[ndies were reduced from a moll glorious ftyle of profperity, 
alxnoil to ruin, and yet nobody was in fault! Natural caufes 
only had produced fuch mekmcholy cffeiEls. This was an idea 
he was not furprifed fo find entertained and profeffeai by the 
honourable geiitleman^ for it was evidently his interell, and 
that of his colleagues in Adminillration} to make the world be¬ 
lieve 
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lieveif a/mighty empire mighc be tom to pleees 

and rallied, yet ncfbody in fiult; this was peculiarly their 
intereft to^ay, when it mnii be remetnbered that in tlsic iafl: 
W'eeic this country met the completian of her difgrace; that 
the iail Tuesday’s Uar-ecte proclaimed our degradjrtion to the 
world. 

Here the Houfe appealed allonilbed, and anxious to hear the 
honourable member explain lumfclf. He took notice of this, 
and laid, he alluded to the prohibition of our fleets to attack 
the 1 - ranch *a the Baltic. He declared that the proclamatimi, 
contained in theCiawettc of Tuefday fevennigitt, did abfolut^y 
abandon tlie great boaft and pride of the natioec, the empire oi 
the teas. It gave up not only all claim to the pretended fove* 
reigisty v.hich we enjoyed, but alfo in part acknoivicdged a 
fuperior power in a particular lea. This he confidered as the 
death flroke of our naval grandeur and importance. From 
that moment we bt^aroe an liutubled andctrcumfciibedempire, 
la that proclamation our fhips of war are directed not to flght 
■with any of our enemies in the Baltic. Whatever may be 
the provocation, whatever may be the danger or the necefliiy, 
they mufl not dare to fight in that fea, hecaufe it is dilagree- 
Lable to the I'^nprelk of Ruflia. We are the only flate, of all 
■ thole that are at war, W'ho have condefeeaded, or w'ho have 
Jbeen forced, to make this fubmiflion. 

Upon fhis a whiljier went round the treafury-hench, wliich 
i^lr. Fox obferving, declared they were inquiring for the coai- 
teuts of the CW^tte, It was rather extraordinary tliat Mi- 
nifters did not know what was publiflied by their otvn autho¬ 
rity ; but, from tlie compiedtion of Gazettes, he concluded it 
was .a paper too libellous and calumnious foi’ their reading; 
and, therefore, gentlemen did not cake it in, or know any 
thing about it. 

He muft n®.w take notice of (bmething that fell from an 
honourable gentleman who fpoke early in the debate, con¬ 
cerning bus motive in coming into Parliament; they were un¬ 
doubtedly very fair and honourable ones; but he was a little 
miflaken, in fuppofmg, that the noble Lord thought nothing 
of a Angle vote. To convince the honourable gentleman of 
this, he would tell him an anecdote of a fecret Committee, 
iomething Amilar to that now prm)ored, of which he had the 
tumour CO lie a member. I-Ie iaiu, he had eight years ago 
not been a little coneecnbd in buAoefs of fomewhat a Amilijr 
natuxeto wli^u: avouhl nbw be tl^ objedf of inquiry; and that 
in^fae debates upon the fuppofed wealth of a noble Load, now 
J|.o s^e, the iate Lord Clive, that noble Lord was accu&d of 

• peculation. 
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peculation. At that time from the inquity, he^ for one* was 
induced to think that the noble Lord had ^oSk&A himieif of 
260 |OOo 1. in an improper manner, and that he ought to refnnd 
it. In this opinion he was ftrenuoufly fupported by the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband, and another perfon, whole 
fituation at the time made his condu< 51 : particularly laudable 
and becoming, (the perfon he alluded to was the prefent Lord 
Chancellor, who was, in 1773, Attorney General); he was 
fupported alfo by the prefent Speaker; and yet with all the 
weight and power of this affiftance, the noble Lord, who was 
accufed, found means to render their endeavours to make him 
an example fruitlefs; and what was ftill more extraordinary, 
the very fame Lord of the Treafury, who had joined him in 
endeavouring to obtain juftice againft Lord Clive, in a very 
fbort time afterwards raifed that noble Lord to one of the 
hi^heil confidential honours the Crown could beftow, by ap¬ 
pointing him Lord Lieutenant of a county ; and Lord Clive, 
who had, for a long time before, been in the habit of oppofing 
Adminiftration, voted with tliem, and brought ail his connec¬ 
tions with him, to vote for them ever afterwards. After ftating 
thefe fadls, Mr. Fox was wonderfully pleafant on Lord Clive’s 
joining Adminiftration, declaring, that he could account for 
it no other way, than by fuppofingthat it arofe from that noble 
Lord’s pity for a Miniftry, which he faw was fo extremely 
weak, that it could not even carry a queftion of juftice againY f 
him; and, therefore, he threw the weight of his influencolk 
and all the fupport he could give into its fcale, with a view to 
ftrengthen it. 

The above inquiry furniftied alfo a very convincing proof 
of the inefficacy of inquiring in that Houle when His Majef- 
ty’s Minifters intended it to be a mockery of juftice. They 
began it with the view of impofmgon the people, while they 
were fecretly employed in fcreening and protecting the men 
whom they publicly blamed. Such would always be the 
nature and the end of inquiries when they were conducted 
with fecrccy^ He, therefore, moft earneftly recommended a fe- 
IcCt Committee as the only means by which fubftantiai juftice 
could be obtained, and by which the affitirs of this country in 
India could bo in any degree reftored to their former ftate. 
dm Smith. General Smith faid, that he believed the ftate of our affairs 
was fuch in that quarter oT the world, that the noble Lord 
muft not dare to trifle and fport with the public. We were 
now in the very laft crilis of our fate, and the cxiftence of 
our territories in the Eaft: muft depend on the fpirit and ^e 
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p^ffiv of the taeafwres which vfm now w be 

this reafon that be wiftxedto fee themqW OxtcaW 
to the Mahratta war, and to all the condua of the ftefiden- 
cies fmee the eftablilhment of th^lall r^wlations. , Mr.Pcmp. 

Mr. Dmppr rejoiced at the appfoachmg inquiry, .*>ut p. 

commended it to the noble Lord not to make abargain w^ 
the Company for the renewal of their charter for any 
of time juft at this crifis, which he defcribed as a moft npftt 
feafon for it, but to continue the excluftvfi trade for another 
SSr by a Ihort bill. He fahl, the territorial poffeftions of 
the Company, as well in the North as in the South, tottered 
to their fouriations juft now.; ir would be equally injurious 
to the Public and the Company, therefore, to demand a large 
fum of money from them, while the ftate of their affairs w as 

W AV/A rofe to reply to Mr. Fox. His Lordih.p be- UriN.nk. 
pan bv favinp, that if the Committee Ihould find upon in- 
ouirv that the war in the Carnatic was owing to the rap^ity 
of Hvder Ally, or the avarice of any of the Company s fer- 
vants, they Jonld nndoubtedly fay fo; but if they were to 
mix opinion with tfceir report; if they were to go farther, 
and enter into an invcfligaiion and arraignment oi the con¬ 
dua of particular pcrfons, they would exceed the powers gi¬ 
ven them by his motion: all that he conceivrf to be their 
doty, was, to report that they tiad examined foch and fuch 
witnefles, read fuch and fuch papers, treaties, &c. and (o on . 
and upon that report it would be the bufiiiefs ot the Hou 
?o pvocc-ei; therefore, he could not agree that they were to 
report opinions. With regard to the lecrciy of the ConOTit- 
ti, he repeated it, that the only realonfor >“1« ‘’“"S 
CommittM to be a fecret one was, that he conceiv^ the buh- 
nefs might be done with much greater difp.atch, and the 
leaibn why he Itad not extended his motion, m tlie 
the honourable gentleman, who fpoke laft but one, hadftatci^ 
was, becatjfelae wilhedto point the inqmry at fomuchwid 
no more of the affairs of India as #oald jullify a re.afonable 
hope that it might he completed and reported m a moderate 
comnafs of time; it was not that he did not think the affairs 
of tiay other di'ftria of India hefides the Carnatic worthy 
of notice; on the contrary, ,he thought the affairs of the 
Bencal government ami of eyecy other part of India called 
for inquiry, but he meant to take them up one by one, for 
the fake of greater e»fe and accuracy; and, conftdenng the 
imp«^nce of the late tranlaaions m the Carnatic, 
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p^^red jt^Jf as tbs firit and fittcil. gprpund of injcjuixy, 
With ’r^ed to wfhat faooourabie gpntliwn^a who fpokp 
laft had wa^ed/ as tp this heiag an improper time to make a 
new bargain with, the he could not help differing 

in opinion. Undoubtedly It an improper time to expe6i: 

4 large fine as the price of the reiiewal of the charter; but he 
' conceived it would be of effential fervice that it fliould be 

i^own abroad, that matters were iettled in a more permanent 
manner between the Company and Government than by a 
ihort bill, from year to year oply. In anfwer to what Mr, 
Fox had faid about the Gazette and the proclamation, in- 
iferted laff Tuefday, his Lordfliip declared, the northern 
powers had long fince publicly afierted their refolution to pre- 
ierve the peace of the Haltic, and that this nation had been 
materially benefitted by their adopting that meafure. 'I'he 
• ,! prefcrvation of our own intortfis, therefore, required, that 
we fiiould prevent the violence, imprudence, or rapacity of 
the captain of any privateer, or letter of niunj^ue, from vio¬ 
lating the refolution of the northern powers. -As to the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman’s charges againfl the f iazette, as a paper 
not to be depended upon, he defired the, hoitontable gentle¬ 
man, or any ijerfon, to prove that Government had at any 
time publiilried what was untrue in the Ciazette; extrafls 
of letters they had given ; hvit every gentleman rnuft he 
aware, that during a war, extracts only could be printed of 
ievcral of the letters received from His Majeily’s officers 
commanding abroad. 

Mr*Fox. Mr* Fca- ordered the motion to be read; it turned out that 
they were not only “ to inquiie. into the caufes of the pre- 
i feut war,” but alfo diretfled, in the coi^cJufion, “ to report 

their obfervations upon it.” 'I’he honourable gentleman, 
in an admirable vein of fatire, expofed and ridiculed the 
noble Lord for not underfianding the motion which he had 
maiie; and for Lying that men could afeertain tly; caufes of 
tljie war without excrcifmg an opinion. He concluded^ with 
moving an amendment, iy leaving out the wordA of fe- 
crecy.” r 

W^BurkB. Mr. Bnrke feconded the motion, and purfued the fame ad- 
mirahle vein of ridicule. He faid, that now the. noble T.oul 
underftood his cafe, he would certainly comply. He hud 
been like a lawyer, he had fpol^dn from a brief which he had 
not previoully perufed. It was often his misfortune to be 
phliged to. 4efeud mealy res which he. did not ad vile ; but 
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fee trufted he wouhi adopt the ^ehdment, ' ' \ 

The noble Lotd, he faid, tlie ijtec^^ ot afeaa- 

4 oning a Committee of feciwy>, ^hd prhpofmig; thajt 
ihould aft under the infpeftibn/ef others; for as he fea^ 
mifreported his own motion, how could he, if he ihoul^ 
be one of the Committee, fairly report their proceedings ? 

In Ihort, he faid, the predicament into which he had brot^ht 
himfelf was this; he had attempted to impofe updh the 
Houfe, and on the world, a mode of inquiry by which 
there would he a moakcry of jufticc; and when the fallacy 
of this is detefted and expoled, he flies to fab^fuge, and 
endeavours to mifrepreierit what he can no longer maintatnf 
Such, he faid, would always be the wretched refource of 
weak art. 

Mr* Stracha rofe and faid, he mufl take the liberty to fay Mr. scra* 
a few words, in confeqiicnce of an .affertion which had fallen 
from an honourable gentleman (Mr. I'ox) on the other fide 
of the Houtc; an allertion made with great inaccuracy, •‘‘and, 
he thought, with more illibcraliry; for he had aflerted, that 
the feleft Committee, which fat eight years ago upon India 
affairs; wliiih fat (as he, Mr. Fox, with great propriety 
exprefled himfelf) in vengeance, had accufed the late 
Lord Clive of peculation; whereas the faft was, the Com¬ 
mittee made no fuch accufation, nor could they, for the 
power wuis not given to lliem; they had not power to report 
even an opinion to the Moufe; fame members of that Com¬ 
mittee had, indeed, in their declamations, accufed the noble 
Lord of peculation; the Committee itlelf never did; the 
Committee thought proper to inquire into the fortunes 
acquired by individuals in India, they inquired into the noble 
Lord’s acquifitions; and in order to obtain the knowledge of 
them, put the queftion to himfelf: his fortune had been 
honourably acquired, and was openly avowed ; he fcrupled 
not to declare the amount to the Committee: aft«* the 
Committee had clofed their proceedings, and reported them 
to the Houfe, the chairman of that Committee (General 
Burgoyne) propofed to the lloufe a refolution, levelled at 
Lord Clive, arid which was intended to be followed with 
cenfure and confifeatiop of proper^. But he was defeated in 
the attempt, and the Houfe of Cmnmbns, with great honour 
to Lord Clive, and perhaps with greater honour to thetnielves, 
pafled a refolution, declaring, that at the time he acquired his 
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i^KTtvtne, lie Had pen£Q^a& ^^gmtand meritorious lervice to 

JiisjeoUcjIfyi.*^' 

Mr. Jtofe agaiii> and fHid, that he had not in what he 
had iaid endeavoured or meant to throw any reflection on the 
memory of Lord Clive. He .had not faid that the noble Lord 
was co«vi< 9 :ed of pecubjtioii by the Houfc of Commons. He 
had barely fliated a faCL that the Committee appointed to in¬ 
quire into bis conduCt made a report to the Houfe, by which 
he was faidtohave acquired a fortune of more than 260,0001, 
contrary to the laws of the Company; and they ordered their 
chairman to move a queftion of cenfure; to which (jueftion 
of cenfure l^'e Minifter pretended to giv*ehisconreiit, but the 
Minifler’s friends were of a different opinion, and a queffion 
of praife was fubflituted in its ftead. This was the faC^ which 
he had Hated, and he had accompanied it with another, which 
was, that after having approved of the motion of cenfurc, 
the Minifter had beftowed upon Lord Clive one of the moil 
antient dignities in this country. 

G(§nerai Btiv^oyne ailb rofe, he laid, in confeqwence of ther 
inflnuation contained in the honourable gentleman’s fpecch, 
which meant to imply that he had, as chairman of that C'otn- 
mittee, made a motion, in which he was not warranted by 
report, or by the fenfeof the Committee. If this was what the 
honourable gentleman willied to infer, he mull: inform him 
that he had hazarded an aflertion in which he was unfounded. 
He had, as chairman of that Committee, follow'ed their ex- 
prefs direftions; and thofe dircflions weregis'cn in the regu¬ 
lar mode and pradtice of Committees adling under the orders 
of that Houfe. 

Mr. Strachiy faid, he did not mean to fay that Mr. Burgoyne 
had adled extrajudicially. 

The queftion was now called for, when the Houfe divided, 
on the amendment. Ayes 80, noes 134. 

The original motion was then carried without a divifton. 

1. 

The Houfe agreed with the Committee of fupply on the 
report, that a fum, not exceeding 1 17,608!. 6s. 8d. be granted 
to His Majefty, for defraying the charge of eighty indepen¬ 
dent companies of foot, to l>c raifed from the 2 5th of March, 
1781, to the 24th of E^cember following, being 275 days. 

That a fum, not exceeding 6010I. 3$« qd. be granted to His 
Majeftyy for defrayii^ the chaege of additional companies, 
and addittbnals to the embodied militia in South Britain, in¬ 
cluding clothing for the year J7Si, 


That 
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That a fun)) not Exceeding Bt 4 $ii,L 48^ 8^ be bk 

MajeAy_, to mabe good a deficiency: on the pay of i^ttonal 
companie^S) and addttionals to the enibodied m^ditia in. South 
Britain, including clothing for the y^r 1780. 

I’hat a fum not exceeding 1,170!.* f6su 4d. he granted to His 
Majefly, to make good a deficiency on the fums voted in the 
laft fellion of Parliament, for defraying the pay of the two 
battalions of Lord Johif Murray’s regiment of foot, for thei^j 
year 1780. 



Afay,2» 

Mr. Ord brought up the report of the fcrutlneers of the 
ballot for tlie Committee of fecrecy, appointed to inquire into 
the caufes of the war in the Carnatic, whidi was read by the 
clerk at the table, as follows: 

Robert Gregory, Lfq. - - 249 

Sir Adam I crgufon, Bart. - 161 

Lord Advocate of Scotland (Mr. H. Dundas) 160 
Mr. Secretary at War (Mr. Jenkinfon) 160 

Richard Jacklbn, Efq. - - 160 

Attorney General (Mr. Wallace) - 158 

Solicitor General (Mr. Mansiield) - .157 

Right Hon. Lord Vile. Lew ifham - 157 

Thoma? Ord, Efq. * ^ 156 

Archibald McDonald - * 151 

Hon. George Augufius North - 149 . 

Hon. Philip Yorke - - 146 

Hon. Thomas De Grey - - 145 

Right Plon. Welbore Ellis - 143 

Sir George Howard, K-B. - - 143 

Lord JNorth then rofe, and moved, LanllSiKtfi, 

That any live or more of the fifteen make a Corntnittoe.^ 

” Mr. iTbcmas "Totonjhend reminded the Houle, that in the Mr, T/ 
courle of his fpeaking upon the fubjeft before, he had fug- '*»*“**“*• 
gefied his hopes, that in a bufinels of fo much importana^ 
there would lie nothing of party attempted, but that the 
Committee would be compofed of perfons of every defcription, 
and from each fide of the Houfe. At the time he faid 
a veteran head was ftiaken at the end of the treafury-hench 
(Mr. W. Ellis) which Immediately falafted all his hopes, and 
put pn end to his expedfations; from the completion the 
lift juft read over, be was now full^ convinced that he had not 
been wrong in his cpnje6lures; for exclufii^e of tlie fionouraMe 
gentleman, who ftood at rhe head of it {and whom the Mi- 
nifter had not the modefty to pafs by) and the xeprelentatiive 

of 





Y ' Av»(r^Sft 

■ 'jdf a' '’efy_^ member,' the 

whole admmiilr^lon; 

men On ^)irhIblCb:y th^ nobte could depend. So that he 
fairly owimd Wh^ nc^ i|oJl^pe$ of its producing any good. 
It woidd he lilN ail the former ixiqutt^ '• it would end in dif- 
apppintmmt, ahd would fitew that the noble Lord did it on- 
^y to deceive the nation. It had beenhls wifh, that the com- 
fhouM be a fair one, and he had odered, if the noble 
Lord would confimt to cho^ any four of the gentlemen with 
whom he had the honour that he would agree tlwt 

eJtBven others ihould be added to them of the noble Lord’s 


ifomination, but this propofal was rejedled; he hoped, there¬ 
fore, fince it had been made a party matter, and the noble 
Lord had chofen not to truft any but his tried friends with 
the conduct of the inquiry, that they would, from regard to 
their own credit as a party, take care that their proceedings 
were fuch a« would bear eijamination, and anl'wer the end 


which the public looked up to with anxiety and impatience, 
Jf they fereened one fet of men, and puniflied another, jull 
as lliould Ijetl fall in with the views and defires of the Minif- 


ter, they would merit, and they might depend upon it they 
would meet with, publiccondcmnation and public odium. And 
when he faid this, he could not help owning, that he felt Tome 
little alarm on confidering that the noble Lord had infilled on 
its being a fecrer committee, and on confining the inquiry to 
a particular diflridl of India, oppofing every argument that 
had been offered to induce him to extend it to Bengal, though 
the wars in that prefidency, and the meafures adopted at Cal¬ 
cutta, were averted by every gentleman, competent to fpeak 
on the fubjecl, to have been the main fpring and original 
caufe of all our difaftars in India. Befides, what added to^ 
hrs jealoufy was, the recolle^lion of all the Minifler’s tranf- 
afSlions at the India Houfe, and what had palled on feveral 
occafions. In particular he recoUe< 3 :ed a (lory, which was in 
print,, and had never been contraditfled to his knowledge; and 
this was, that the agent from the nabob, who came over here 
fdijne y^feafs fince, had oflered a confiderable fum to the Mi- 
nifier a,^.,a prefent from the nabob. Though he had the ho¬ 
nour to be on very civil terms with the Didce of Grafton, he 
had never had an opportunity of alking his Grace Whether the 
il(^ wa| foundifi^ or not > but as it had never been contra- 
dio^, he took it for granted it was, and he was^ the rather 
ebhfismed in this, from recoUedling that the nabob’s agent 

could 



cbuti^l^t) atth^ fiiuie, 

^mg nominatcil to a ^orpngJ^ by 1dii« 

Froiii the mention of thi% Mr* TbwnfiijMi<i into a 
complaint againA die extenfion of ^theinhuence of the nabob, 
in this country; and faid it was. r^ofted, that the nabob, liad 
feveral members ini that Houfe; it it was troe^ that by lend-* 
ing a fum of money over to England* he conid feat eight or 
ten members in that Houfe, they were become the abi[©( 9 :> 
the mod contemptible, fet of beings in exigence, worfe than 
the loweft feum of the cartli-* He aUb complained of tiio 
•withholding the writs at the general eleil^ion, and faid he 
was then down in Wiltfliire and HampAiire, attending his 
own election in the latter county ; and that all the writs for 
the county of Wilts were withheld for a confidcrahle time), 
and he believed w ere in the hands of the nabob's agent, Mu 
Paul Henheld; the very man, for whom the Minillers had 
gone tlieiufelves, and foiced every clerk in office to go, to 
the India Houfe to ballot, in order to prevent an inquiry 
from raking place on the grounds of fevera,I charges of 
condudl in India. Mr. Townfliend grew warm on this point, 
and faid it wms from the Miniiters fciefning delinquents, 
■when they came from India, that all the evils in thajt quarter 
of the globe had originated ; and if matters were fuitered to 
go on there as they had lately been conducted, odious and 
abhoirent a'^ die condudf of the Spaniards on their hrft dif- 
covrry and conqudl of America had univerfaUy been held 
to be by every writer who had treated upon the fubje< 5 l, 
fiill more otiioiis and more detellable ftionld ive, as a nation, 
be IcMjked upon for our condu< 5 l in India. After defcaotipg 
for fome lime on diis, Mr. Townfliend went back to the fub’* 
jeif.l of die ballot for a lecict committee, and, faid he. coidd 
nor help temarklng, that when the committee of Icrutineer,?, 
wt re appointed, the noble T.ord in the blue ribband was te* 
inaikably vociferous in nominating his own friend^* and was 
aifo noinnuned liiinfelf, which ffruck him a» very extiaor-^ 
din.ny ; th'; committee of the preceding day being,, he be^ 
lieved, the firit committee of ferutineers that ever had. the 
honour a blue ribband in it. ’ Another circumftance, which 
; thought liable fo fome fufpicioil^ was,' th^ three members 
of Parliament, who went into the room where the feruti¬ 
neers were exainining the ballot, were, he underftood, tuiei^ 
out; on this occofton, he w-ouldi mention niunes; the gen¬ 
tlemen he meant therefore were. Sir Harboard Harjboard, Sir 
William Ciuife, and Sir Robe;t I^awley; men not remarkable 

for 
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^fcsly t&likvc 

f iven'|.t^« ^^rsjfttwSih.atty great interruptttm; 

e coti!d"not iidfjpi tiiat t]it$^ with other circumiiances, 

coi^pired to create d dcmbi^ of lhegood that would enftie from 
the comrmtt^; mA m partkrular» he faid, it reminded him 
of a ftory he hadohce heard. A mao^ named Jonas, whofe 
pt!^0i(6% he believed, was pietty generally known to the 
Hbtife, waa dovra once at a public watering-place, and hap¬ 
pened to walk into a room where feme perfons were playing 
at hazaid; Jonas continued a looker on for fome tim^ and, 
as it appeared afterwards, was a clofer obferver than the i>er' 
fons at play liked; for, when he went away, a waiter was 
difpatched after him, to tell him, that he mu ft not go into 
that room again. Surprifed at this meffage, Jonas aiked, if 
he had given any offence to either of the perfons who were 
playing ^ He was anfwered, that he had not, but that they 
did not choofe any Ihould look on but thole who played the 
fame game with themfelves. This teemed to have been 
pretty much the cafe with the committee of ferutineers- Be¬ 
fore Mr. Towtiflrend fat down, he repeated his hopes, that 
the committee would not become the pliant tools of the Mi- 
nifter, and aim at carrying his wi flies into pradlice, by fereen- 
ing his friends, rather than do ftrift juftice, by bringing the 
guilty, or thofe who ftiould aj)pear to be guilty, be they 
whom they might, before the bar of the public. 

Mr. Ord rofe to ftate, that not being aware that the com¬ 
mittee of ferutineers was an open committee, he had, on ob- 
ferviiig the three members (mentioned by the honourable 
gentlemen) in the room, while the committee were feruti- 
nifing the ballot, publickfy aiked if it was right that they 
fhoUld be prefent; on which they withdrew; but on his be¬ 
ing informed that it was an open committee, they were 
called to, and requefted to come back. Mr. Ord faid he 
thought it right to give this explanation, in order to refeue 
the committee of ferutineers from blame, becaufe if any blame 
were due, it were due to Mm alone. 

Sir Phiiip Jennings Clerkc condemned the fecret and feleift 
committees that bad been chofen in 1772, and thej^fult of 
them; charging them with having done no fervice to the 
public, and' afcriblng ail the evil bonfequences, that had fol- 
lowai them 'to riie Miniftefs inteference in appointing 
them, iti like manner he faid, the Minifter was afting now; 
fot he had feen clearly, that thofe, who generally voted with 
adminiftration, had been complailant enough to ballot for 

what 
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what was called the trealury hit. Sir Philip Bud, he dli!<»ed 
from his honourable friend, with regard to the having the 
fecret Committee confiii of four of tmeir fiioids, and devea 
friends of the MiniAer^s ; he had rather, as the cale was cir- 
cuniftanced, have the whole Committee of the lattw’t'ap¬ 
pointing, btecaufe he did not wifli that anv of his fidends 
hiould Ihare in the guilt; for if the rcfult ot the inauirywas 
fuch as he expe( 5 ied, he muft of neceffity be obliged to con- 
fider any of his friends, who were in the Committee, as par- 
ticipics criminis. 

The Lord Advocate (Mr. Dundas) faid, it was not his inten- The Lori 
tion to have fpoken to the motion, but Ibme matters had fallen Advocate, 
from the honourable gentleman who fpoke 6rA in the debate, 
as well as the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft upon 
which he was not difpofed to lit in filence. A.nd firft, with re¬ 
gard to the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, all that he 
had faid relative to the appointment of the fele€l and fe¬ 
cret Committees which fat fome years ftnee, and of their pro¬ 
ceedings, was founded on a total want of recolletftlon of the 
facts to which the honourable gentleman had referred. Thofe 
Committees were not appointed by the Minifter, nor had they 
acted under his influence, and nothing was more true than 
that they had done as eflential fervices to their country as 
any Committees that ever were chofen. But he vras a little 
furprifed to hear the honourable gentleman charge tlie Mi¬ 
nifter with blame on the ground of the proceedings of tlioftr 
Committees, bccaufe it had been ftated no longer fince than 
on Monday laft, and that, by an honourable gentleman, 
not remarkable for allowing the noble Lord in the blue rib¬ 
band more credit than was fairly due to him, that the noble 
Lord had taken an a£live part againft the fuppofed dclin- 
tjuent. Lord Clive, and was one of a very fmall minority in 
a divillon on a motion to treat that nobleman with fome de¬ 
gree of rigour. The fa6l, however, was as he had ftated; the 
honourable gentleman had altc^ether forgot the whole buftnefs 
of thofe Committees, and had talked of the proceedings of the 
one as the proceedings of the other, and had totally confounded 
what the laft did with what was done by the flrft. So mucl^ 
therefore, for that honourable gentleman^s argument; with 
gard to vrhat the other gentleman had thought proper to infi* 
nuate about the Committee juft chofen, as if they were likelj 
to fereen one fet of men arfd puniih another, juft as the Mi¬ 
nifter pleafed; however, the honourable gentleman might think 
that fort of langtage would render him choleric^ he did af- 
VoL. IIL D d fure 
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fure him, it occafioned fenfatioiis of a very dilFerent nature 
in hrs mind. As one of rile Committee, it would not become 
him to fpeak prematurely upon the head of what they flioiild 
do; thus far, however, he might be permitted to go, namely, 
to exprels his firm belief^ that in the courft* ol their pro- 
ceedings they would aiff up to their charai^iu’s, and do uoihing 
but what became them as men of honour. At the fame time 
he could not but obferve, that st was neither civil to the 
gentlemen themfelves, nor perfi-clly piuiiain>*iilary, foi any 
honourable gentleman in the ciMiiie of debate to rhiow out. 
imputations againll them, which no man breathing would 
dare to infmuate without doors, and w hich no one gentle- 
man would prefuine to make to unotiier, in any other place 
but in that Houfe, ^Vhal was there in any of tlv characters 
of the gentlemen chofen upon the Cominitfe'’, rliat jullified 
the idea of their being likely lo do an ;u 5 l of injuflicf to pleafc 
a Miniitcr, or to pit-ale any otlit-r man living r Or, what 
reafon could any honourable gentleman urge in fupport of an 
iniinuation fo difgrnceiul in it*; nature, a.s an inluiuation that 
they'would not condudl theirifelves in ihe Cornmittet; vvitii a 
Ihidl regard to the principles of honour ^ 1 lie obje.dl before 
them was of the firfi importance to the country, and the 
moment of their inquiry extremely critical; was it likely 
then that any gentleman could be fo totally loll to all regard 
to his own chara6lcr, Ihonld fo entirely forgot w !uit was due 
to the public, and what was due to hiinll-!!, as on a 
and at a time fo uncommonly intincfling, to luller hirnfelf 
to be biallcd or blinded by any prejudices or any' connections 
whatever. If there wen; any luch, and if it llmukl liercaftcr 
appear that the Committee fell under this defcripi ion, he was 
as ready toovsri a.s any gentleman on the other fide could be, 
that they would be the molt infamous of men, and that they 
would deferve to he branded with infamy by every rank and 
order of people. At that moment, the Comniittoe, not hav¬ 
ing proceeded any one Hop, they were as pure as the chikhen 
that were unborn ; that, he prefumed, would readily be ad¬ 
mitted, and though he was aware that every part of their 
conduft w'ould be ftridlly watched, and examined with a 
jealous eye, though he was certain their elforts were likely 
to be mifconceived, and in all probability fliidiouHy mifre- 
prefented, he trufied that they would proceed boldly and 
firmly in the bufmefs, that a rtiajority of that Houle had 
cholen them to tranfadt, with a rooted contenqvt for all mif- 
reprcfeiitation and obloquy that could be vhrown on them. 



A. i7Si, D E B A T „ E S. >f 203 

and at the faitie t*me with a detei'miucd refolution to fcrceii 
no man, but to report the truth, let it tend to criminate whom 
it would. 

I'he learned Lord, after this, faid, he had taken no part in 
the debate •)(' tlie other day ; but, as he was up, he would fay 
a tew wouls on the aigmiient rffpeifling the Committee’s be¬ 
ing a Ic'crel one; and as he liked to Ipeak his mind explicitly, 
he made no feruj'lc to avo\s', that he preferred a fecret Com- 
mitre«’, on the ]>rricnt occahon to an open one, being con¬ 
vinced, that much good might be expcdlcd from a Committi^i 
conlhnited as the )»r*;ient was, and, at the lame time, pretty 
lure that no burmebi whatever, that would liave produced be- 
nelicial conlequenceh, could have hren dotic by an open one. In 
cider to ('\plaiii his reafons for entortainlag this opinion, he 
faid, tlir C’ommitiee v oe]d, of courfe. have a variety of papers 
liibinitted to ilwir inl'peQion, to \shich they were Grangers, 
and, ilirrtfore, would have, as it xsere, to find their way in th.' 
dark upon the huhiuds: in the execution of a talk of this 
natiiH', a ;ari<'tv of i'ulpicions would arife in the different 
iniiuL of the ihO'crent members, winch it would be highly 
ni\ilkuv tliev iiiould communicate to one another, in Older 
to come at ilie truth; that it would he extreme!)' improj^r 
tor five liuudn-d wiincllvs to lillcn to fuch converfation, by 
winch many jiaris of ^^hat was iaid would be publiihed next 
dav in the m wipajiu -N, and mjuiiouny and falfely commeniei 
upon. And this argauient, lb far from its being weakened, 
ill conllquencc of the probability that the rei'ultof their pro- 
ceedings might tend to criminate any individual or any fel ot 
xiv/i), wa*', in his mind, much lliengtheued from tliatconfide- 
ration ; for wliat could be more injurious than that the con- 
duifl: of an individual, which w.as likely to become the fubjedl 
of a indicia! examination and tual, lliould in any degree be 
piv-judged. i-'rnm the very natiiie of the caie, if conlldcred 
in that point of vu‘W, common jullicc required that thepro- 
cet-ding.'. of tlie Committee, like the proceedings of a grand 
jury, lliould be fecret, and not known till they had made a 
report, which being the refult of their whole inquiry, would 
confequently be .a fair ftate of faiSts. 

Sir Philip Jennings CUrh laid a few words in explanation sir 1*. j, 
of Ids former fpeech, , CJerke. 

Mr. Byng aflerted, that every argument advanced by the Mr.Bjai. 
learned Lord applied rather to an open than a fecret Com¬ 
mittee. Mr. Byng aflved how the Committee was to be 
watched when they proceeded fecretly ? To watch them was 

D d 2 what 
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what he wiihed, and, tliet^fore, ht bad defir^ that the Com¬ 
mittee might be an open one. 

Thetord The Lord Advocate faid, whcsii they made their Report, 
AdvoMu. every part of it, he was aware, w'ould be ferurinifed 

and eTcamined, which was what he meant hv ihe Committee 
being fure to be watched. 

lir.Turner, Mr, Turner made a fhort fpeech, after which the motion 
was put and carried. 

It was then moved and agreed to, 

“ That tlie Committee have liberty to call for and infpeft 
books and papers belonging to the Company. 

“ That tlic Committee have liberty to adjourn, from time 
to time, and from place to place. And 

That the Committee have liberty to fit, notwithilanding 
tlu* adjournment of the Houfe.*’ 

As the public curlofity was very njuch excited with regard 
to the condudt and refult of this inquiry, we took the hrft op- 
porti!nity of laying before our readers the tvo Reports 
which were made l)y the Committee, and which were ordered 
to be printctl for the ufe of the members. Thefe Reports 
are inferred in page 1 to page 136 of this volume. 

The Solid. The Solicitor General (Mr, Mansfield) then acquainted the 
tor Ccmral Houfe that he had a propofition to make, which he held to be 
very neceflary for the fupport of religion and morality. A 
praiSlicc, he faid, had of late obtained, of opening places of 
amufement on the Sunday; fome w'ere held out as j)lacfcs of 
mere amufement, others as places of inftrudion, where reli¬ 
gions queilions were agitated. Of the firft defeription was 
Carlifle-houfe; where, for the feeining purpofe of walking, 
and drinking tea and coi&e, perfons abandoned to all fenfe of 
/bame, of decency, and religion, made it a point to refort. 
Thefe perfons profefiionally invited the public to immorality; 
virtue was undermined, and religion was of courfe facrificed 
to vice. In the places fet apart for debating religious quef* 
fioni, rerigion was trampled under foot by ignorant peoplci 
who wi/h^ to acquire a reputation for eloquence in an ailem- 
bly compofed of the low, the vulgar, and the illiterate* He 
fead two advertifetpents, the one for a I'heological Society, 
in High Hoi bom, where the exiftence of the Trinity was 
the theme propofed for difeuflion; the other for a Theological 
Academy, at the Mufeum, Spring-gardens, for bringing 
forward a difleitation about the exigence or non-exiftence 
of purptory. He left it to the Houfe to determine, whether 
it was likely that religion or morality could be promoted in 
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ftich aSenvbiies. Cotapiainti^ he falil, had been made to 
feveral of the biihops; and they wouid have brought a bill 
into the Upper Houfe, for reftraining fuch aflerobJiesi if 
they had not been prevented by the rules and praflice of the 
I^ower Houfe, which would not confont that any bill for 
levying money on the fubjed foould originate in the HouCs 
of Lords; and a hill of this nature would be deemed a money- 
bill ; becaufe it was to opiate by fine. He then moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for preventing certain abufes and pro¬ 
fanations of tlic Lord’s day, commonly called Sunday. He 
juft obferved, that if the Houfc ihould think it proper to re- 
ftrain fuch meetings as he alluded to, it would ite neceftary to 
pafs an ad for the purpofe, as no law exifted at prelent by 
w'hich tliey could be prevented. 

Sir tf'Vluim Dolkn feconded the motion; becaufe he was Sirwuiiam 
convinced, he fa id, that thofe aflemblies were inimical to re* 
hgion ; for m thole meetings he undr.rltood, that inoft of 
tliofe who knew hojv to fpeak at all were freethinkers, and 
confecjuently .igainft, not for, religion. 

Mr. C, l^urna was exafpcrated at the idea of bringing in a Mr. C. 
bill, which, in liis opinion, wa.s little better than introducing Tamci, 
an iiiquifition in religion. W hat had a man to do with the 
religion of his neighbour ? It was ading between him and 
the Deity ; and no earthly power ought to interfere between 
tncin. King William had dlfgraced himfelf by intolcrancy, 
or tyranny in religion; this was a blot in his cfcutcheon; 
and he would declare it, though he wore his buttons. 

Our religion, he faid, was good for noiliing, if it would 
not bear difeuffion and inc|uirY; the more it was examined 
and inveftigated the better, Mr. Turner purfued this argu¬ 
ment fome time, and faid, no peifon in the kingdom, nor 
m tile world, had any thing to do with religion ; it was a 
matter between a man and his Maker, and did not depend on 
any earthlv potentate, nor on any prieft, let him be of what 
delcription he would. He took occafton, alfo, to ridicule 
Ic.irning, that fort of learning which the fchooL fo much ad¬ 
mired, and which ftudied aigumcnt more than truth. He 
faid, it did more harm than good ; a learned roan, in the par¬ 
liamentary fenfe, was he who could heft puzzle a caufe and 
miflead plain men, and delude them out of their fenfes, 

Thofe men with black gowns and wigs who lat on the 
right and the left of the Mintfter, and who were generally 
ready to take either the right hand or tlie left of a caufe, 
were called learned men; and iic had no (cruple to fay, that. 
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on obfervation of .their conduct, he. conjEidered them as the 
greateft enemies of the conftitutioii* He would have no ob- 
jetfiion to fee tlie Hoofe rid of them, although it might again 
receive the name of J^ariiamentum Indof'tum, He concluded 
with conjuring the Houfe not to blall the ProtelUnr religion 
fo much as to accede to the motion. 
rnt,tgc Sir Gaor^c Yong^i difapproved the praiflice of advertifing rc- 
ligious qufiftionsj as well as the learned gentleman ; but Itiil* 
as he had not prod jced a hngle proof that any mifchief had 
arifen from it, he ought not to expert that the Houle would 
proceed to rellrain meetings, which no proof had demon- 
iVratcd to Ije irregular. He then afKcd it theie weie not laws 
already in bciiig tor nilraining irregularities on the Sunday r 
Mr. Mr. l^^Vuitfjr General rqdied, that evil had not yet taken 

tt»iC.eucrai. gjound to produce much iiulciuct; but if it was 

fiilleLt'd much longer, it would, pcjhaps, he a very difficult 
inatr-tr to root it out. With rel'jxdt to law.., already in be- 
ing, if a man fliould Ipeak againil the tjxillence of a God, 
or againll the Chrillian religion, he certainly could he pa- 
iiiihed at common law, by Aatuie; but then iuan ahcmbl\, 
confiiling of perfons unknown, ir would be difficult to iind 
out the offender, and bring him to juilice. llut watli le- 
fpert to the advertiling fuch places, and taking money lor 
admiflion, there was no law, that he knew of, to rcilraiii 
it. 

Mr Rt>:k. Mr. informed the Koufe, that led hy cuiioGty, he 
had attended fome of the plao s alluded to, and h^id been a 
witnefs to indecency and intguiaiitics that wcie a dilgracc to 
religion. He had complain'd of thefc affemblics to the bi- 
lliop of London’-s fen etary, as he had not the lionour of know¬ 
ing his l.oTcllhip; and he underiiood that the reverend pic- 
late was ttxuiy to contiibute every thing in his power to fu])~ 
prefs them; for his own part, he -iffurcd the honcnnahle 
gentleman, that he would give him every lupport in bi.s pt'wer 
to accomplifli the fuppreflioii of meetings, which could not 
exift without a viol.ition of religion and morality. 

The fjueffion was then put; and leave was given to bring 
in the bill. 

May 5 . 

The bufinefs of the Honiton wjrit of elertion was received, 
and Mr. Antony Bacon waji examined in his place refpecting 
his rondurt in fending it down. 

Sir George Sir George YofgCy as a ground of future proceedings, moved, 
'1 ojjfac. u I'hat there has been delay in fending'down the faid writand 

z the 
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the motion after a long oppoliiion, in which Lori North tock 
a part, was refolved in the aff.rmarive, A.yes 50, nocs 4a; in 
which the Minifter was left in a minoriry. 

Mr. Burke gave notice that he on Monday feven- Mr. Buikt. 

night, move for an inomry into the ftiaGre of privat“ property 
hi ihc ifland of ht. Lufuitia. 

Adjourned, 

A/'.y 4* 

The Houft; took into ccnfideralion the m-w' hill, brought m 
for the better colieiflion of the feiA ants tax. Sir 7‘cnge sir Cforgt: 

moved an amendment, that inlL-ad of the claiife, ordering Yon^i 
that perfons, who Ihould fail to pay the tax, Orould remain in 
piifon until they paid the fame, there Ihotild be an amend¬ 
ment that fuch perfons Ihould be imprifoned only for one 
month: this was agreed to, Mr. Turner and Mr. Aider- 
man Sawbridge cornj)lame<I of the claufe, apj)ointing profecu- 
tions in cafe of faikirt. or to hr hroiirrht before the 

j o ^ 

commiflioners cf exrife. "I'lu deritions were hurtlieuiome, 
and the trials, by being in tite i-.xche'jiier, were exjxnjive. 

T'othit. it was anfwcrecl, that t’le preienthill liad been i:amed 
on the model of the coaLh-detv lull, to the propriety of 
which the Houfe had agreed, and agamlr which Ik had not 
heard any complaints. 


Afttv 


/ • 


The Houfe went into a Ck'inmittee of the v.h.di,- Houle, 
to confider farther of the fupplv grantnl to l ^ M.dihty. 

Mr. Secrctaiy at JVar roli-' to imoe for rhe 'Xt'Mf)r«i::nu:r> Mi. Sd- 
of the army. He ftated, tliat upon tin-, ■aIio!.- v ;rii ti:e vote 
of one million, they aniounn d this year ib ■ lu;n ot four 
millions, four bundled and hutv-rhive :L JuhuKl, two linn- 
dred .mJ feventeen ])oundN, nineteen Ihillmg'', and c glit pence 
halfpenny, I'his was more than the ext taordiuat k .-'. of the 
lafl year by a million and a halL 'I'hi-! ddlere.iice wr* occa- 
fioned by one article alone, bv me amount of t!;e I'ur. s lent 
to America, This account amount.-c, to no h.fs tb i two 
millions, feven Inindred and odd thoufind nouiivi -, T i t wa?- 
more than the amount of the fame article for the sear i 
.which is the laft account of extraordinaiies, by than ;; 

million and eighty hundred thouland pounds. The d'aLiencc 
in this article was certainly vecy great, and it nat’erally arofe 
from the larger number of troopfcs employed, and from 
their employment being more difperfecl and extended, Tlie 
light honourable gentlcmap enumerated tlie feveral head; and 
fervices m the account prefented to the Heuie, with the 
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ainouat of the funis appropriated to each. And having gone 
through this derail of figures, he concluded with moving, 
that the fam of 3,443,217!. 19s. 8d. halfpenn^r he granted to 
Hi&Majefty, for defraying the extraordinary fervices of His 
Majefty’s land forces from the qiRof January, 1780, to the 
ill of February, 1781. 

L.riNoxth. Lord North rofc, and took notice of the very confiderabie 
differcace that there was in the amount of the fum tranfraitted 
to America laft year, and the fum tranfmitted the year pre¬ 
ceding, It was a difference for which, he confefled, he could 
not account; the draughts had been made and the money re¬ 
mitted, but at the fame time reprefentations had been fte- 
quently repeated, inculcating the neceffity of care and ceco- 
nomy. In this, as in every other department, there were men 
refjxjnllble-for the expenditure and the appropriations of the 
fums tranfmilted. Thefe gentlemen would undoubtedly an- 
fwer for the difference; but though they would in the cml 
be forced to give a full account, yet he did not confider that as 
a reafon why the Houfe Ihould grant the money without efti- 
mate, and without inquiry. It was his intention, he faid, to 
refer this matter to the commilBoners of accounts, in the 
hill which he defigned to move for on Thurfday next, it 
was an objedl of very material concern, and it ought to be 
taken up inuued'ately. Their inquiry and rcpi.rt would he 
the means of pointing out to the Hoult* the heft mode of cor- 
T€(fting an expence which had gradually incrcaied to an enor¬ 
mous magnitude. The noble Lord had enumerated the fevc- 
ral heads of fervice to which this money tranfmitted to Ame- • 
rica was applied. 

Col. Harre. Colonel Bar re entered into a ftiort examination of this 
very extraordinary account, and prefled the matter on the 
confideration of the Houle. The idea that the noble Loul 
had of referring the accoun^f the commlflion which he had 
eftablilhed, was certainly Wtter than to do nothing at all. 
He Ihould thmk it his duty, when the noble Lord brought 
forward hi.> proj u/iuon for renewing that commiflion, to 
move, that it ihould be brought to a conftitutionul efta- 
blifhinenr, by making members of that Houle the cominil- 
fjoners. None but a Committee; of that Houfe ought to be^ 
entrufted with the colleftion and the«management of the 
public money. It wa&.entruftcd to that Houfe by the peo¬ 
ple of Great Britain, and they ought not to abandon the 
trull, or to place it in other hands. If he failed'in this at¬ 
tempt, which he had every reafen to apprehend he (hould, 

he 
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be wpdd ftibmit with temper td the commiflion of the no¬ 
ble Lordtliihking it better to have this than, iionc ; 
•ltd bctieviitg, that as the members of it became ifamiliar 
with the habits of buiinefs, they would fllU render more 
fervice to their country than they ,ha‘d done. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman faid, he could not enter into the detail \i; 
of all the circumftances in this extraordinary account, which 
merited the attention of the idoufe. He would confine hira- 
fclf to one matter ; which, as it came within the right ho¬ 
nourable fecrctary’s own department, he fuppofed he could 
be more correft in. This was the article of provifions. In 
the year 1776 the fum charged was four hundred and odd 
thoufand pounds forfupplying the army in America. In 1777 
it was four hundred and odd thoufand pounds. In 1778 it 
was more than 6co,ocol. This was taken notice of •, and it 
was accounted for by minifters in this manner : they faid, 
that on account of the diflancc and the dangers of the fer- 
vicc, they nad fent eighteen months provifions out'^to Ame¬ 
rica, inftead of twelve, by which there would always be a 
fiore of fix months in addition to the fupply of the current 
year. This was the argument for the greatnefs of the fum ; 
and It was admitted. In this year they now charge upwards 
of 8oo,oo:j 1. for this anicle of provifions for the year 178c. 
The right honourable gentleman faid he had many rcafons 
for believing, that the number of troops-in America was not 
more than 30 o o, though we paid for 83,000; and from 
the enormous amount of cxtraoidinaric*, it was an abfolutc 
fa£l that every folditr we bad in America flood us in not lefs 
than a hundred a year, befides his pay. He adverted to the 
ftiamcful prai^tices and impunity of the commiflaries, and the 
immtijfe toituncs that were acquired in the courfe of two or 
three years in this department. He faid the noble Lord was 
forced by neceffity to come to explicit enquiries and correc¬ 
tion. P.vcn his majorities coqld not fupport him long with 
fqc’h extravagance ; he threw out an idea, that it would be 
for the benefit of this country if the comnrffioncrs of ac¬ 
counts could cal! before them any gentleman that could give 
them information, of any kind, to affift them in their inqui¬ 
ries. 

Lord inforined the honourable gentleman, that 

provifion he dcfired, in the-new commiflion of Accounts* bill, 
was contained in the old one, fos the commilTioncrs were im- 
powered to examine perfonsof all deferipcions, as well mem¬ 
bers of thit Houfc a$ others : to prove this, his Lordfliip 
VoL, III, Le read 
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read a daufe of the a£t in queftion, which wat found to give* 
fuch powers as he deferibed. With reipedf to the troops., hs 
laid, that though the nutnW. ai^ualiy provided for was 
$3,060^ nine months ftibnft'ence had been iiTued ior fifteen 
thoufand men in the Weft-indies, and eight thoufand in 
other quarters, which 'were not included in that amount. 
The number of men to be actually employed on the different 
ftrvices Cduld not be certainly afeertained at the beginning, 
<Sf a campaign, but the commander in chief delivered an e^ 
tiinate 10 the fecrctary of ftate, computing how many would 
be Wanted, and their fubfiftehcc was iffued from the Trea- 
fufy accordingly. With refpecf to the increafe of the ex- 
penccs that might refult from other caufes, than a proporti¬ 
onate increafe of numbers, as the <»perations of the army 
might be more expenfive one year than another. 

Col. £<iy«- Colonel Parre replied, that if eighty-three thoufand men 
were to be provided for, it was neceffary the public fliould 
be fatisffed fo many were a£lually cniploytc! ; but he would 
maintain, as he had done formerly, that the number of effec¬ 
tives did not exceed forty thoufand. He contended, that the 
increafed expenccs could not arife from the caufe afiiuned by 
the noble Lord, for the operations of laft year wcic not ne.ir 
fo expenfive as that of a former one, in wbieh we evacuated 
Bofton, took Philadelphia, &e. 

SirOVer^e Sir Gcorge J'onge found much fault with the account upon 

Ttngt, the table, and with this vague and irregular nioiie of ac¬ 
counting for the public money. 

Sir yennings Ciake tiijficd that the comrr.'ttce would 

not think ox puffing the vote now moved for, yevious 10 
the inquiry which the noble [.nrd had dei lured he inunded to 
be made into the account, it was irrcgnl u- and unparlia¬ 
mentary thus to vo'e away the money ot the people wiihout 
eftimatc, without voucher, and without examination. He 
dwelt on the enormity of the expenccs incurred in America ; 
and be particuLrly pointed out the extravagance of the tranf- 
port-fervicc. Under this head there was ftill a fum of between 
one and two hutidreJ th<tufancl pounds charged, although 
there had been full proof brought to the convidljon of that 
Houfe, that in the forming of ihofc contraffs at the Trea- 
fury there had been peculations, for the purpofe of influence 
of a very fhameful nature. 

JhfuRiitt-fr”, Mr. Robinjon explained the fum for the tranfport fcr'vice to 
be an arrear, and not for tlnr year 1780. The tranfport-fer- 
viee having been taken Icvcn years ago into the t^^anagemeut 

of 
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of the ,iievy*»bc«ird>‘ and confeqviently the cdiargc camfc under 
account. 

Colonel Barre faid tliat this Was a circurailance which he Ct Sarre, 
had not attended to. It was very true, and therefore all the 
expence of the tranfport-fcrvice was to be added to the pre¬ 
sent account; which, taking it on the fains rate as it had 
been in former years, that of 6o per tint, would (well the ac-* 
count of extraordinaries to the fum of 5,000,000!, 

Mr. Alderman Harley felt himfelf called upon, a-s the per* m Ali. 
fon through whofe hands the greateft. part of the money 
thefe eftimates had paffed, to give fome account of its ap¬ 
plication. He therefore ftated to the Houfe, from a paper 
in his hand, a few grofs fums, which formed the greateft 
part of ihe expenditure in queftion. 

Mr. Burke jocofely obferved, that the account juft given Mr, BufU* 
by the right honourable gentleman was the Ihortcft one he 
ever remembered to have heard for an expenditure fo great; 
and he muft allow him fome credit for it; for next to accu^ 
lacy and fidelity in an accomptant, he thought difpatch the 
moft excellent requifitc he could poffefs. Confidering the 
hir-^e Turns the right honourable gentleman fwallowed, he 
iiiuk deferve admiration for the expedition with which he 
either digcflccl or difgorged them; his charge and difeharge 
were equally prompt; he was a kind of canal through which 
the profufion of government pall'ed; but he fuppofed it 
did not flow off altogether, without contributing fomething 
to his fubftance. It had no doubt a fattening quality; or, 
to uTe a vulgar phrafe, ftuck to the ribs. After playing with 
this idea fome lime, with all that luxuriance of imagination 
that charafterifes this fpcaker, he attacked the propofed grant 
in general, as a contribution to fupport the American war. 

After a fix years conteft, and many millions wafted, wc ha 4 
got nothing but the information that nobody was in fault, 
and we were now contending, not for the dependence nf 
America on the Britifh government, but on that of ranee ; 
for it was apparent that every meafurc that could weakeo 
the Colonies without reducing them muft tend that way. 

He argued this point very forcibly a confiderable time, 
and then defcending more immediately to the queftion, fugr 
gefted a doubt concerning one article in the eftimates, oil 
which he begged the fecretary at war, or fome otbc- gen¬ 
tleman, would fatisfy him. There was a very coniidetable 
charge for cavalry in America; now, from all be could col- 
kft, there could be nd large bodies of horfe there, but thofc 
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under Lord CoriiwalUs, and they could not be fo very isu- 
mcrous as to a charge any thing finiilar to that on 

the table; he dchred, therefore, to learn for what exa£t 
nutnl)cr of cavalry that fum was to be voted ; and as he ap¬ 
prehended a confiderable quantity of forage muft be found 
in the country, which would reduce the cxpcnce, how much 
the returns of that forage fpeciiicd ? 

MrMm/efi, anfwcr to ihefc inquiries, faid, that the 

number of horibs, under Lord Cornwallis, including thofc 
which belong to the artillery,., wfcre 4o::o; and that the com- 
miffary had made a very prefling rcquifliion for 50,000 quar¬ 
ters of oats, to be fent out immediately, as it was itnpoliiblc 
to find fufficient provender in that country. 

Ml. Burke, Mr. Burke rofe again, and complained, that one of his 
queftions had not been anfvvcred ; he objefted to the proba¬ 
bility of 4000 horfes being employed in the fouthern army, 
when it appeared from ail accounts, that it had never muflcr- 
cd 5000 effeftive men. 

The queftion was then put, and rcfolvcd in the a/Rrmative 
without a divilion: alfo a grant of 49941, for the charge of 
opening new roads and communications in the highlands of 
Scotland; after which the Houfe was relumed, and adjourned 
immediately, 

Jl'Hi f 8 . 

Sir Oeer^e Sit Gtorgc Saviile rofc, in conformity to the notice he had 

So-vif/e. given, to move, that the petition prcfenlcd by Ins colleague, 
fome time fince, ligned by rhirty-two names of icl'pcftable 
gentlemen, complaining of certain grievances therein al- 
ledgcd, and praying relief, might he referred to a cornnultee; 
but liefore he offered his motion, Sir George faid il would 
necefl'arily be expe£fed that he fhould fay fomething on the 
I'ubjeft, In theiirft place then, as the petition had been full 
five weeks upon the table of the Houfe, lie hoped that gen¬ 
tlemen would not think he was exticmely impatient, or bent 
Upon leafing them, by defiring that fomething farther might 
noUr be done refpefting it. As leave had been given to bnng 
up the petition, and it had been ordered to Uc on the table, 
lie was at liberty to fuppofe that its objeft was approved of. 
Its objc£ls were thefe : firft it ftated, “ that this nation had 
been engaged for feveral years in a moft expenfive and un¬ 
fortunate war; that many of out valuable Colonies had ac¬ 
tually declared thcmfclves*.independent, and had formed a 
firift confederacy with the ancient enemies of Great-Britaln ; 
that the confequcnccs of thefe combined misfortunes had been 

alaige 
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a large addition to the national debt, a heavjr accumulation 
of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, manufa^forcs, and 
land*rents, of the kingdom ; that notwithftanding this cala¬ 
mitous and impovcriincd Hate of the nation, much public 
money had been improviJcntly.fcjuandcred, and that many 
individuals enjoyed finecure placds, efficient places, with 
exorbitant emoluments, and penfions unmerited by public 
fcrvice, to a large and ftill inercafing amount, whence the 
Crown had acquired a great and unconffitutional influence ; 
which, if not checked, might foon prove fatal to the liberties 
of this country ; and the f>etitioners farther {hewed, that 
they, jointly with other freeholders of feveral counties, and 
eleftors of feveral cities and towns, in this kingdom, in the 
lafl feffion of the late Parliament, prefented to the honourable 
Houfe of Commons, an humble petition, requefling that 
fome remedy might be provided by the wifdom of Parliament, 
againfl the extenfive and unconflitutional influence of the 
Crown, and fome Hop might be put to the lavifh expenditure 
of public money ; and tiie petitioners begged leave to ftatc, 
that the matter contained in the petition, fo prefented by them 
and others, was taken into conllderation by that honourable 
Houfe; and, on due and mature dclibraiion, the Houfe rc- 
folvcd, 

1. That it is ncceffary to declare, that the influence of 
the crown has increafed, is incrcafmg, and ought to be di- 
minifhed* 

2. “ That it is competent to this Houfe, to examine into, 
and to corrc£f abufes in, the expenditure of the civil-lift re¬ 
venues, as well as in every other branch of the public re¬ 
venue, whenever it fhall appear expedient to the wifdom of 
this Houfe lb to do, 

3. “ That it is the duty of this Houfe to provide, as far 
as may be, an immediate and efteffual redrefs of the abufes 
complained of in the petitions pi ,'cnted to this Houfe from 
the difterent counties, cities, and towns, in this kingdom. 

And the petitioners begged leave farther to ftate, that 
before that honourable Houfe had effected that diminution of 
the influence of the Crown, and had provided an effcdlual 
redrefs of the grievances complained of in the faid petitions, 
the faid Parliament of Great-Britain was, by his Majefty\ 
royal proclamation, cblTolved.'* 

After opening this, Sir George faid, a petition, exa^Iy 
{imilar in all its principal allegations, he had the honour of 
prefenUDg from the county of York laft year, when the 

2 Hovitc 
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Houfc had had been pleafcd, in fome fovt, to acknowledge 
the truth of the contents, and had cotnc to the relblutions 
upon it, which were entered upon the journals, and were 
alluded to in the prefent petition. It would be right there¬ 
fore to fee if any thing had happened fjnee, to render the 
prefent petition not worthy t)ie attention of the Houle, he 
would take a kind of negative ground, if he might be allow¬ 
ed the expreflion, and reply to j'uch re.dbnings as might be 
ufed againft the confideration of the petition. Firft, then, 
it might be fald, that the oecononiy, which was the obje^ of the 
petition, was not now fo necelfary as it was laft year. Have 
yon then got rid of any of your enemies? laid he. Have 
you paid any of your debts? have you been able to borrow 
money at lower inlcrefes than ufual ? If the contrary of this 
l>e the truth, the fame ncccflity for a^conomy cxi/fs that ever 
exilled. 'Fhe great fupplicsof tlie year proval the expence 
of the war; and the charge of profuhon was confirmed by 
the fhamef^ul terms of the late loan, where a million was 
fquandered, for no purpole but thwit of corrupt influence. 
Thcle terms were fcandaloully improvident; and perhaps 
they were made improvident, only that the members of that 
Houfe might be induced to continue the war, and grant the 
nioft unheard-of fupplies. Tht extravagance of the loan 
would appear manifefi by a comparlfon with the loans made 
by the India-Company : they borrowed money at 4 per cent* 
while the public gave 9; ami India-bonds bore a premium, 
while navy-bills were fubicfl to a difcount of 12 per cent. 
The Houfe, however,* had approved thefe terms; or rather 
they had pafled them; becaulb it was impo/nblc that they 
could approve a bargain that feemed to be founded on infamy 
and ini(][uity: but the no'ole Lord had left the Houle no 
choice; he laid the terms were bad; but he could get no 
better: the Houfe therefore was reduced to the fad alterna¬ 
tive, either of abandoning the public in the moment of war ; 
or agreeing to the moll infamous terms on which a loan had 
evtr been found'cd. 

With regard to the influence of the crown, which the laA 
Parliament bad refolvcd, to have incrcafed and to be increaf- 
ing, was that diminiflied ? Moft certainly it w^as not. He 
believed, on the contrary, it wasfo much tnereafed, that there 
was not even honefty and virtue enough in that Houfe to 
come to the refblution of their ipimediate predccelibr. Every 
divifion in that Houfe (hewed that die new Parliament had 
given the miniller new ftrength. The complaints of the 

people 
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people then were the fame now as before. The minifler 
himfelf confefletl but the day before that the burdens of the 
people were increafed ; for he admitted, that the extraordi¬ 
naries of the army iiad 1‘wellcd to an extravagant and enor¬ 
mous degree. But had any ftep been taken to redrefs the 
grievances of the people, fo as to alter their inuatiou from what 
it was the year befort- ^ I'lie only /hing tliat he knew of was, 
the cominiffion of accounts, and tnat, though he did not mean, 
to detract from the merit of the prel’ent commilhoncrs, had 
been managed, by the noble I/Ord in the blue ribband, in a 
way tiiat was liable to much objection. An honourable friend 
of his near bun had, upon repeated experience of the perplex¬ 
ing and unfati-i'actory accounts of the cxiraordinarics of the 
army, and ot various branches of the public expenditure, 
propofed a coinmiihcn of accounts, but undoubtedly he did 
not mean to part with the beft anti moil eflential privileges 
of Parbamenr; Ids honourable friend meant a committee of 
members or that Hoide, who would have had the power, 
W'hen they bad invelligatcd the public accounts, to have in- 
ftantly vcndcral their inf]uiry cffedlua), by moving inch 
mealurcs as the rckiltof their inveftigation might render ne- 
celVaiv. 'fhe noble Lord in the blue ribband had thought 
proper to tak'* the bill out of the hands of his> honourable 
friend, and had not only nominated his own conimiffioncrs, 
but had given them a falary of lOCXjl. a year each ; fo that 
inftcad of Icllcmng the number of placemen, and cliininifliing 
the puldic expcnce, as the petitions of the people had requcl- 
te<l, the noble Lord had added to both. 

Being toUl, by Colonel iJarre, that the conimiffioncrs had 
no falary, Sir Creorge correiled liimlelf, and faid, he under- 
Hood he was niiilaken. I'hc commdiioners had no falary I 
hewasgbul he was fet right, for he had much rather at any 
time go but half way in his argument than over-flatc anv 
particular fa£l. But what had the commilfioners done ? They 
had gone into an inquiry as to the public money remaining in 
the hands of fcveral public accomptants, and after afcertaining 
what the fcveral funis amounted to, and in whofe hands they 
were lodged, and reported tlie fame to the Houfe. What 
was there in all this, which a committee of members of the 
Houfe, aflembled in one of the rooms above flairs, was not 
equally competent to with the prefent commiffioners ? or 
w'liy, might not any four idle l,^ordsof the treafury have clone 
the bufinefs ? The treafury-board was paid for the efpecial 
purpofe of managing and foperintcading the public expendi¬ 
ture ; 
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twre ; but perhaps feme of the Lords confidcred the firft Lord 
as the only acting officer, and r^arded their own places as fo 
many comfortable finccures. This was a fufficient proof 
that the influence of the Crown was exceffive; for without fu- 
perior influence it was impoffible that Parliament could con¬ 
sent to vote away its own prerogatives. All the other fubjefts 
of complaint remained as before. Were the extravagant 
emoluments of office retrenched r were the penfions and the 
linecurcs of government curtailed ? was there in any one 
department of ftatc, fyflem, regularity, or oeconomy intro¬ 
duced ? No ; all thefc grievances remained as before, and 
Parliament were called upon as forcibly now as they were 
before to redrefs them. 

The petition of the freeholders viras, he faid, lying on the 
table ; it was now the bufinel's of the Houi'e to take it into 
confidcration: if it was originally the intention of govern¬ 
ment to rejeft it, they ought to have oppofed its introdudfion ; 
to rejcfl it now, after having admitted it, would be a mockery 
of the people ; and he advifed gentlemen to beware how they 
attempted to mock the public voice and fport with the ca¬ 
lamities of the nation. They fhould remember that govern¬ 
ment was made for the good of the governed ; and,If the origin 
of the cftablifhment fhould be forgotten or overturned, the 
natural confequence would be, what it was totally unncccfTary 
for him to defenbe. This would be the lall petition that 
would be prefented to that Houle from the people. They 
would obferve a fallen filencc. You allow them to bring up 
their petitions, O, yes ! you allow your friend to fend you a 
letter, complaining of fome injury, or imploring your affif- 
tance under ibme difficulty, but you take care not to open it. 
You fet before your guefts very wholefotne and delicate 
dtlhcs; but tell them at the fame time, that they fliall not 
taftc a bit of them. Sir Georgo hoped this Parliament wrould 
not contradl£l: the folcmn affirmations of the laft. But why 
fimuld I hope this, continued he ; the lafi parliament were 
delirious; they were in a phren/ry ; that is the language of 
this day. When members of Parliament a< 5 l under the im¬ 
mediate influence of their conftituents, as they did in the laft 
ieffion of Parliament, they arc thought mad. Sir George 
wiOied to fee this night fymptoms in the Houfe of fuch mad- 
ncis. He then moved, that the petition might be read ; 
which having been done, he moved that it fhould be then 
referred to a committee of the whole Houfe. 


Mr. 





Mt Dmuing raCe barely to fecoud tbc motion, and faid j Mr. 
that be would not then enter into tbc merits of the petition, 
but would relerve himfelf to anfwer fneh arguments as gentle¬ 
men on the other fide of the houfe might urge againft it. 

Mr. Dunembe declared that the dhty he owed to his con-*^^* 
ftituents would not permit him to reft fatlsfted with giving a 
lilcnt vote on lb important an occah^* He was convinced, 
that the great majority, if not all/ of his conftituents were 
anxious for the fate of this petiuon ; and that it fpoke alfo 
the general fenfe of the i>coplc jrtthout doors. The public 
calamities were fo great, that they had driven the people to 
Parliament to petition for relief; and to refufe that relief, 
and the redrefs of grievances that was prayed for, would be at 
once cruel and impolitic. The people complained of the in¬ 
fluence of the crown and the expcnces of the war; and the 
relief anti confolation they felt was to fee the names of their re- 
prclentativcs in the lift of fubfertbers to an improvident and 
ruinous loan* He argued, that there was ftill a greater reafon 
for public ceconomy this year than therf was the laft, fince 
the burthens on the people had fo confiderabty incrcafed. He 
dre w a parallel between the minifters of France and England, 
winch was l)y no means flattering to the latter. Though 
armed with all the force and weight of arbitrary power, they 
die nor think of plundcringtheir inatters’s fuhje^s by infamous 
loans, and crulliing them with new taxes; on the contrary, 
tliey made it their iludy Jj^fpare the people as much as they 
could ; and by ax’onomy in every department, made them as 
little fenfible as poflible that they were engaged in war. Our 
minifters, on the other hand, had acquired arbitrary power, 
by means of the influence of the Crown; and the ufe they 
made of it was to opprefs and ruin their feflow fubjcfls. To 
this influence he was an enemy, and confefjucntly he would 
give his l>cft fupport to every mcafurc that could in any wife 
tend to its diminution. 

Mr. F, Hotuyvamd concurred tft opinion with the laft Mr. F. lU- 
fpeakcr; and he did fo the more readily, as he knew he W'as'^O*'**'*' 
Ipeaking the language of his conftituents* In the laft Parlia¬ 
ment two petitions had been prefented to that Houfe from tbc 
county that he had the honour to reprefent [Kent], The fob- 
feribers to thefe two petitions diiagreed upon one point rela¬ 
tive to affociations; but tSicrc was but One opinion among 
them with refpc£t to the rcfoliition of petitioning Parliament 
for the reduftion of the influence of the Crown, and the in- 
f troduflion of aconoiny imo all the dcpjitmciits of gd^'crn- 
VoL. in. F 1 , ment v 










tn<rnt i it was therefore with fiis^Ur plcafore^ he would jfopr 
port any mcafures that had tkefe two in view, btestudSr 

liis own opinion coincided with that of his conftiturnts. 

Mr. Haw Mr» jR«wlmfon declared he did not confider himfclf as that 
ip g^ny degree bound to abide i>y refolutions of another Par¬ 
liament. He was not a, meiiilxM- of it, and he wat neither 
bound nor bia'fled by td\;‘ir condudf. He was a young mem 
her, and could not be funpofed to be much acquainted with 
the ruks and orders of thctHoufe ; but he believed it was un¬ 
parliamentary to bring the :^rmer refolutions of the Houfeas 
arguments for the iubfcqucnt conduct. Their opinions would 
naturally change with the change of ctrcuroftances. He ex- 
prefTcd his furprife, that a petition figned by only thhty^two 
pei'fons fliould be held in as refpeflable a light as if it had 
been {igned by thoufands ; and that it fhould be fuppofed to 
convey the fentlmcnts of all tl»e people of England,. Thefc 
thirty-two petitioners, however rej(pe£tai>lc, were but 
tu/o in numlxrr; and he wotrld never confent for one, that they 
{houlcl be called the people of England* But,faid he, it may 
be urged that though they are but thirty-two in namber, they 
Aand delegated by feveral counties in England* If that is the 
point of view in which I an> to fee them, I will not hefitate 
a moment to reject their petition } bccaufe I know of no fuck 
body of men in our confutation as county^-deU^ates^ except thofc 
whom I fee within thofe walls. If, therefore they appear a« 
delegates, I know them not: I cqnfidcr all delegation out of 
this Houfc as unconftitutional and illegal; the only view of 
fuch fort of delegation can be to form a body to awe and con- 
troul the legillature. If, as individual freeholders, they arc 
not the people of England’s reprefentatives; conlccjuent- 
Ivyin either cafe, I will vote for the rejeftionof the petition. 
And,, indeed, it is. clear, that the petitioners themfelves were 
aware of the objeftions that might be ftarted to the prayer of 
theirpetition, in cither of the twodeferibed capacities; and, 
therefore, they did not dairc to appear before the Houie as dc- 
. legates ; but they got their friends nevcrtlielcfs to repretent 
thetxi as, fuch in their fpeeches* 

Sir Uaratc Siv Horoce' Maim^ alluding to the two petitions from the 
Ma'.n. county of Kent, mentioned by Mr. Honey wood, faid, that 
one of them had originated with him, and that he advifed it, 
merely becaufc he dilkpproved of every idea of aflbeiating, 
forming committees of coi^eTpondence, or holding any lan¬ 
guage to Parliament, which he thought it would be improper 
for them to U£be:p to. He was an eoemy to in^uence, and a 

friend 
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fneDd to ocenomy; smci thtre was nrbt atnati that Hboie, 
nation, who would more readily concur in any rea&n- 
able and meaftire to check the former and promote the lat¬ 
ter. Bat nehad oppoled, within thofe walls and without, every 
attempt to form aifociations and comn\ittccs, which he held to 
be both dangerous and illegal: as fuch he had already oppo- 
fed them, and as fnch he weald opjpfe them on all occaiions 
and in all places* It was true, inc^d, that the names fubferi* 
bed to the petition then before thomoule, were fet down lim¬ 
ply as the names of individua!s/n their own private capaci¬ 
ty ; but Hill every one knew, that however rcfpcilable they 
were in that capacity, they where ncverthelels the delegates 
of the counties in which tliey were freeholdercs; and there¬ 
fore as lie could not feparate in the prefent infla,ptc the idea 
, of the delegate from that of the individual, he was deterinin- 
I cd to oppofe the motion made by the honourable baronet, 
though he would be ready to Iccond him in any propolition he 
Ihould make of himfelf, as a member of Parliament, for 
checking ihe influence of the crown, and introducing a fyf- 
tem of oic«>nomy in the expenditure of the public money; 
for ihciv fentiments, on moil political fubjefts, he believed to 
be the lame; but aflbeiations and committees of correfpon- 
dcnce lie had difapproved laft year, and now difapproved. 

Every ichtme for reformation Ibould originate in that Honfe, 
which contained the only true delegates of the people. The 
petition before them cai^iLeJn a very qucftionablc lhape. He 
was for reprobating it, an^ treating it with the contempt it 
defer/cd. He exhorted them to maintain the dignity of the 
Houfe withfirrnnefs. 

Colonel Roberts oppofed referring the petition to a com- Colonel Ra 
miitcc; the colonel reprobated the idea becanfehe confidered^'''®- 
the whole meafure but as a factious attempt to revive divi- 
lions and dilfentions among the people at a time when unwi- 
mity was lb requilite. The petition was iigned by rac;a who 
had notorioufiy alTugied the uncortHitutional chara^er of de¬ 
legates and committee men, and who had alTembled in Ihat 
eharaftcr more than once, and come to various refolutions, 
which they pqbliflicd in the ncwfpapers; the whole of whicli 
proceedings appeared to him to be founded In a defign to at^’e 
and controul Parliament, He faid farther that excluhve of 
his objc£fron to the lignatMres, which obje£lion he begged to 
be underftood, went only to the»gentlemens’ lieing dcleg&tep, 
and not to them individually^^ or as members of that Houfe, 

(ip both \vhich capackies he knew^hem to men of honour 
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find coold not admit that the aiTertion* of the 

pitltiofj wcre cither fairiy ftated or true in faft; for what" 
did the petition affert ? “ That the crown hjad acquired a 
great and unconftitutional inilucqcc, which if not checked 
might prove fatal to the liberties of this country.” The 
whole of this declaration was unfair; bccaufc though the in¬ 
fluence of the crown vvjs incrcafed it did not follow that if 
not checked it would foo.-} prove fatal to the liberties of this 
country. The incrcafe the influence of the crown, was 
nothing more than that unavoidable incrcafe, which the war 
pccafloned, and which would exift not a moment longer than 
while the war cxifted. The expcnccs of the war were laid tq 
be exorbitant; undoubtedly they were large; but could any 
gentleman who had ligned the petition I'iggcft a means of 
carrying on^^the war with more occonomy ? Before they com¬ 
plained of the public money having been improvidently 
fquandcred, they ought to have flicwn in what manner the 
public expenditure could be carried on will) more (economy. 
It was evident that the enen'raous fize of the expcnce of the 
war did not arife from the prodigality of minifters, from the 
zeal with which the noble Lord in the blue ribband had pro- 
fecuted his propofed commiflion of accompis, and his having 
dedared not only his intention to move for leave to bring in 
a bill to continue that commiflion for anotlur year, but had 
given notice tiiat he fhould inlert a claufe in that bill, poini- 
ing out the extraordinaries of the army as a fpcc.ial of 

the comraiflioners* examination sinU irujuiry. This was not 
only a reply to the petition, by bring a compliance with part 
of its prayer, but an unaniwcrablc proof of the integrity of 
the noble Lord and of flis tarnefl, wi(h to act with as much 
oeeonomy as poffible. So far from the aflci lions, that the in- 
cretfed influence of the crown would foon prove fatal to the 
libertj.es of this country', and that the public money was ini- 
providcntiy fquandcred, being true, the very reverie was the 
contraiy, This trifling error occafioned a hearty laugh. 
Mr. Roberts felt himfelf fomewhat confufed, and not cafily 
recovering his felf-poflcflion, he apologifed by faying, that 
whenever he fpoke in that aflcmbly, he felt himfelf giearly 
awed, he thought therefore that he could not better flieW hfs 
relfped to thc Houfe tlian by thanking them for the atten¬ 
tion they had paid to Hvliat he had laid. 

General Bur^Qy%f after had fallen from the honou¬ 
rable baronet who (poke the laft but one, rofc to take his 
fhare of the imputed^ cenfure, Wayin^ all difputes con¬ 
cerning 









«erfliflg original contra^ between king and people,, he 
thought ^inafeif warranted to aflirm, that gdvetnpient was 
made for the governed, and not the governetf for the gover-* 
nor. There was evidently a fuppolahle cafe in which rc- 
fiflance to the fopreme power was^ lawful, being neceflary. 
That cafe had exifted in times when the iiin rkachmcnts of 
the crown were avowed and open/ but now the ftridcs of the 
crown towards abfolute power \«re ferret. The cafe com¬ 
plained of in the petition was a/ew cafe; and the only point 
to be conlidered was, whcthe^^c delegates believed, in their 
cOnfcienccs, that in forwarding the I'chcmc of aiTociations 
they were doing their duty. He had figned the petition, and 
‘ he thought and felt that he had a^lcd in the bulinefs as be¬ 
came a free citizen; in coming to Parliament he had exer- 
cifed that right which every citizen enjoyed and valued; that 
of petitioning Parliament for a redrefs of grievances. The 
obje£tion to the petition, from the cirrumftance of fo few 
having fignjd it was frivolous. - Gentlemen knew that thou- 
fands would Iiavc fignee! it with plcafurc. He took notice of 
the miierablc Hate of the kingdom in general, and particu¬ 
larly of our humiliation at fen. Wc were obliged to crofs 
the Channel under the protedion of the hmperor’s flag; to 
fuch a low ebb was our fleet reduced, formciiv the niiftrefs 
of the ocean ; and to this mil'erable pitch were wc reduced in 
purfuing a phantom in America. The ficneral faid, that 
from the furnifliing of naval ftorcs, to that of wdiccl- barrows, 
there was.a gradation oP contraiflors at the nod of govern¬ 
ment; that the means of influence poflclfed by the crown 
were immenfe ; that there w.i'i not any men in that Houfe 
who would not be purclured, if he was willing to be Ibid to 
miniftry. The grace of Gtxl was al)rolLitdy neceffary to 
preferve the minds of the mofi affluent in their circumftances, 
and independent in their fortunes, from lervilely cringing to 
minifters. It was in vain, hefaid,., to argue in that Houfe 
when argument was drowned in numl'crs, bought and retained 
for the purpofe of ferving the miniflry. The experience of 
fvery day taught them that the influence of the crown was 
fufficient to prevail over every generous effort of the few 
who yet retained a fenfe of tltcir duty and a regard to the 
intcrefts of the people. In fuch a cafe then was it not right, 
prudent, and proper, that the conHituent body of the legilia* 
ture fhould apply by petiriorMo thofc whom tiicy have dele¬ 
gated for a legal redrefs of their grievances ? And 5s it lin¬ 
gular tjbal knowing the Hatc bt that Houle they ihould fele£lt 
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a fcw^ virtuous meif out of th-^ir aopibcr to aSmblc waif* 
and obfcryc the operAtioh their j!|.ppcaU A£i;er th^s 
the attention of the Bonie to his own cafc; he had loft, he 
faid, the rewards of a long life, fpcnt in a painful career for 
his country’s fcrvice, and his fovereign had loft an honeft fol- 
dier; incapable he might be to'ferveaim, but ftiU his zeal 
was inferior, tb none. Ht was now configiied to retirement 
and oblivion; driven, he \^ulcl ftiy, iinjuftly from his ftation 
by the machinations of pow^r. He was now fufficiently in¬ 
clined to ina^ivity; but fhotld the exigencies of the people 
call him forth from his obfeunty, or the neccffttics of the 
ftatc require tlie afliftance his arm he was ready in tiic 
public caufe to aft or to fuffer* 

fif/i- Lord Bidding rofc next. He prepared his fpecch with an 
apology for the iatrufton; confeious as he was of ihc very 
little weight or attention which a member tb young and fo 
totally devoid of paillamentary experience could claim. But 
the importance of the iul-jcft would be hts bell excufe, as it 
would be coniidcrcci the duty of every member to di liver his 
fentiments on a topic in which the dlgidvy of the Houfe was 
io materially concerntd. 

He declared himfelf happy to argree with the honourable 
baronet who made the motion in the ioipuj tance of the fub- 
jtft, and the danger that would arife from neglecting it. Im¬ 
portant it certainly was, and dangerous w’onld the confe- 
quences of fuch neglcft he; but beyond this lie feared they 
would no longer agree. 'I'lie dl^jhourablc hironet and 
himfclf law it with di’ftbicnt eyes : he btw it with a partial, 
a parental eye, while he confefieil he law it with a jealous 
one. The honourable baronet leemed to confider it as the 
manly, conftitutional effort of a fpirit of ficedom ; while 
he could not help conftdcring it as the revival of a very dan¬ 
gerous fpirit of innovation, that no longer than laft year 
had almoft reduced this country to the fttuation fhe wa* in 
in the years 1741 and 1742. How far th.at fpirit would have 
gone, it is impofliblc to fay, had not Providence been pleated 
to interfere a leverc indeed, but neceffary remedy ; the effeft 
that the event had on men’s minds was fudden and llrong ; 
the affociated bodies immediately adjourned or diftblvcd them- 
' felves, and converlation both within and without doors was 
materially changed. Appeals to the people on the fubieft of 
recurring to firft principles were no longer heard, and even 
ocwfpapers ceafed to be declamatory and "violent, llecolleft- 



■r >• 




it '^oiSW become the HoRiiffc to bewafc |i<W they 
sb^ti conjured U|> a fpmt that ^as laid with <0 muck 
dSBculty. 

Nor did he think the obje£l of the reform, even if quietly’ 
effected, a fwbjc'ft fo much to be cleared ; it muli at leaft be 
done with great caution: if it wasfijjch, as he uiulerftood from 
an honourable gentleman in a for^r debate it was intended 
to be, the leiTeningor if poffible/hc deftroying that connec¬ 
tion fnbfifting between the cy^n and the Parliament; if 
gentlemen would look back to thofe periods in which tl»at 
cOnncfVion had been the fmalleft, they would not find the 
ftate of domeftic government fo earnettly to be wiftied for. 
Let them look at the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Cha, 1 * 
in the former of which the ftcedom of Parliament was bu¬ 
ried in the gulph of prerogative ; in the latter the prerogative 
ilfelf was dcflroycc!; and with it perilhed at once both mo- 
narchay and conftitution. Tbey would find Queen Eliza¬ 
beth unable to guide councils of the Parliamctti, and confe- 
qucnrly jealous of its authority ; they would fee that jealoufy 
hieaking our with frclh violence on every occafion. They 
would not only find her forbidding the Houfe to confidCr of 
particular fubje^Vs, but ablolutely forbidding; it to meddle with 
matters of fiate in general; tuul on the leail dilbbcdience to 
thofe imperious commands, iliey would find her fometiroes 
fending for and feverely reprimanding the Speaker .and the 
Houfe, and more thatj,*«ncg imprifoning the members ; nay, 
fo tar did^irt! carry her niircafonablc jealoufy, that in her 
Pwirliamcnt, when the Speaker, in the name of the Houfe, 
made the three ufual clcsnands, of fafety for their own per- 
ibns, accefs to her prefcncc, and freedom of debate; they 
would find her granting the two former under very firangc 
Jiniiiations; and to thciliiid, anfwering (he believed intheie 
very words) “ that fiie grantetl it indeed, hut not, that every 
man iliould fpeak what he lified, or what cometh into his 
brain to utter, but merely the liberty of faying aye or no." 
'I'hefc were the blefied eflcfts of a want of conne^iion and 
mutual confidence between tlic Crown and the Parliament* 
The latter of thefe periods Was marked with eiTefts loo me¬ 
lancholy, not to be fo ftrongly imprclfal on every man^t 
mind, as to make it unrrcccirary for him lo enlarge upon it. 
7 'hc Parliament, intoxuaited with its newly acquired power, 
went fuch lengths as at lift: wholly ddlroyed the conftitution. 
This great evil, at laft, however found a remedy in fuccecd- 
ihg reigns; the Parliament faw the neceftiry of repofing feme 

confi- 
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towace ib the Pailiamcftts in ftort, to ofe J.udge BlMk- 

the Wa . 0 ^ oT ^^tttogative wa. fuc 

ceeded by tbe tuildtr iroicc of innucncc. b , ti r 

“ But (fay the gebtiecuen ou the ofchef fide of the Houfe, 

amt ill faithful echo to their words, fays the 

m ^ that influence is latt^y fci prodigtoufly pereafed, that 

uodet this we-ak and ivicM adminiftration it ^ 

overwhelm, in one conunoJv.ruinj the privileges of Farha- 

ment and rights of the people^? Dal it 

draw tlie coniparifon between the prelcnt 

fiuenee, ami what it was .under Sir Robert Walpole, pd he 

would afle the gentleman over the way, 

7 }^ tninifter’s i^eign, fo few placemen were in Parliament 
When would tliey And four only of the twelve grooms of 
rtd^hamber In that HonfJ. liut>.c«_to he 


rtrpnviPe’i bill, (a I Imce mat mmiuer s uici.. 

n K arifen. Where were tliofc rogul^ly 

trained'patties, for which ibat period was fo remarkabtcr he 
would aflv an lionourable gentleman, over agamll him, could 
he, could the ublcll political mullcr-maftcr lo exadly calcu- 

Ute the flrength on each fide as to be able previoudy to cle- 
AatL tui- b ftiw -snv- txreat 


w'l'i eiltidually preveniea ny**”'", - u:.wv. . 

fpnmg up in tLt 1 loiife, unknowm to former periods. He 

mJant the «>uiiuy gentlemen; the balance of power m that 

Houfc was taken out of the hands of the mmifler, and placed 
in thofeof the country gcntleinon ; in the hands of men,^ for 
whom they liad feen 'ivarned uiiiveilines and gr^at popi .ous 
JllSes extending ; men of that lublime charaiSler delcnbed 

by the poet, whom . . 

A'om civiufff ardor pravajitUmium, 

}^on v'lias irtPartth tyratviiy 

Aitutc quath (olidu , a' i • 

Men neither to be frowned into fervility nor huflaed mto 
faiStioii; bv the fupport of thefe men, and not, as had been 
filfelv afiTcrtecl, by the low arts of corruption, did the- prefent 
miniaer Ibni ShouU the noble Urd in the biue rihhand. 
bv anv flnmae fatality, become that W«V, that wicVeJ nil- 

idPer^hhiatT been tinjuftly ailed; fliould he become, as he 

;,V betm n^-efented, carelds of the public good, attentnte 

only to his piivate ititeicfl, a mifleader of his fovereign, a 
u.iiy tv/ r Coriuptt-T 
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Lord, tl^at fuch was his opinion of the power of the snlinlAer 
in the Houfe that he never had it in hh ^ 

dbntit of the iflhe of any queflion. He could always f|cak 
with tolerable certainty of tlie nuiphers whieh the minmer 
could command, and he had the daily misfortune tp fee that 
thcfe rmmberj* were fudtcient to overpower all the indepen^ 
dout votes m that Houfe. He would tell him farther, as a 


poUtiOal mufter*maller as he was pleafed to term him, that 
with fo much fafety Cduld the miniftei jirefume to command 
the votes of genileinen, that he fent m diiScult cafes his pe- 
rejnptory mandates, and, when the iflue of a debate was doubts 
ful, VI hat weie the arte, and what the induilry of hts crea¬ 
tures to collect hts hands from the co£fee-houfes, to make 
them leave their dinners and their bottle, and come lElai^r- 
ing into thcKoufe^ tff flecide on the fate of thehr cou^y. 
the noble Lorn was a young member, but before he had much 
longer continued an individual of the phalanx, which he had 
choien to join, he would have opportunities of feeing the 
true nature of the miniftenal influence, which he now fo 


warmly praiied, though perhaps hts own independence might 
lecure him from feeling its mfolence. ’With regard to the 
prefent motion, though ne knew it to he a proper and fatu>* 
tary meafure, and though he fincerely believed that a qm- 
jority of the Houfe entertained m thewr hearts the fame opi¬ 
nion of it, yet he already forefew plainly that it would be 
loft, if, however, he fhould be niiilaketi; for once, the 
virtue and the duty of the Houfe fliould be fupenor to the 
corruption and dependence, he would cheerfully confefs hia 
errofj rellgn thd o^co of political mufeer-^maiter, and agme 
with the noble Xaard th^t nt coidd not anticipate the fate df 
any ^ueftipti; he ^ncer^y wi 0 fed that the noble Ixiad, in 
tiiie tShle ribband, would for once fuiSer the event for the i»ko 
of Confequenoe. Hfe Cud, the noble Lord might well put 
VoL. Ill, G g his 



tjo i^cjr of gir<^nw of %U 
W&ft m l;iofeie 
Iterf «tot iMW W,*g?»)w, tSS % IW&et of of 
fhf b«icM!h4»^r iiflfi^nt at: $»«^t mm wliOt it Wds in 
H^iNsft ^idlfQle*'# tiinfc. Mr. 4«ted, 

ho oowcttTfed ttt tipitmii loifili hi? hotiotirafehi filoud f$irH. 
AlOiiii) the nnttow ^niifed fot hv the pcthiooei-fe oogjit 
m M’^ptutpd Hi thJ^ Houle, nut what leafon had the 
|teo^ t0O9c^^, tlwt any thing of impoitimoe, mUydfen- 
tial to their mtcreflss wouid ty^ propped in a p1t|i« where the 
of the Crown bore down alt before jt* mi the mi- 
mflieir cithried every thid^ by his majorities I How that in- 
liheiKSP and tiiufe majorities were art|unecl the Moufe was not 
ignor^hiti the jjHibHc weie not m the dark, the late Joan had 
openied their eyes, and they law that lliey were iqireiented 
by men who preferred their mtereft to their duly, and who 
futeitted to the ignOtniny of participating m the plunder of 
their country 1 ne hoilouiable gentleman call* d back, to the 
rocolleflihn of the Houfe, maiiv of the important faiSts rekt 
mg to the management of the loan, and the diftribution of it 
among the friends of ihc the minifter, that he had before 
broumit 10 then knowledge 1 hey f.iw man) avowedly up* 
oil tnt lift, hut thofe they thouglit infinittly more honeft 
and upright than thole who fkulked iii tht dark They peo¬ 
ple knew all this 'Jlioy knew they had nothing to hope 
from the'noble Loid iti the blue t ibband, and therefoie they 
came to Forlument ol tht iwlih<,, a'Vd m a true conftiMui- 
oual manner called upon that Houfe to uo itsn^-y, the fate 
of the motion would coiivma the people without doois, 
whethei P*uhini^nt was lo it li to all finicof ftianit, ns when 
expreffly tallxl upon fo to do, to relufe optming then tvts 
to matt'^TS of th<“ luoft luious natmi, and to which that 
Houle hulhieu wilfully blmd for fonie time paft. An ho« 
nourahJegentleman oscr tlie way, [Mi. RawImfonJ had foid. 
thse petition ought not to be attended to, becaiife it was figned 
by fo few perfons as thii ty-two m iiuinbei good God I did the 
menu of the petition jfow before the Houfe, or of any peti¬ 
tion, depend on the number of peifoiis who figned it ? Escry 
gentleman prefent knew, that Uie fidls ftated m the petition, 
«uad the qucftion of their nutb or folftiiood, were the iole pb- 
jeias, and the lole quUbon, to he cx4lWui^ and determined 
But fuch an atgumatit was ftarcely wdrtb an anlwer. Lalt 
year the aj]guniept of ohjedl<on was, that the petifttons wtrr 
too many, and the fubfci ibers too numerous, now a fingle 
petition was fent to tlie Houft, and that ftgned by thirty- 

two 
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''®ifr.:,1^^ after 

no&'b^Ie, ^ptle|Bb;in'' bad 'agairii, tievi^rted'' to .tbt' ■; ■ 

thelbanV’'nO^ wa^ baippy to'’i(iid'he bxfe«h]^^ ■' 

■of fevferitfi'of/hls * 

ojf^ly on, the Kjft of %b€?ri1^rs.f'Sr^;b»^ ,- 

tlw^.iionoiirof'hcLiii^ anjitive of a tobotry*’’vHhere''trei^ 
aniil aa unbecomiiig modefty were t^t epideihiC'^'lN??^ 
liis^ aame had'^ppOared confpicuoas 

concern it gave him, was, that''it . , 

fuih, The^pnourabie gentleman hiaid^alfo at-temptedi^i^^f^Ve ' 
that a majority of the ^eeholders of England had , apptt^^ 
of the petition now on the table; 'biit his mode 
ting it feemed a little extraordinary, as it W3(a dpt 
to the names of thole who had s< 51 :rtally figned it» bat to thole 
who had not i a fpecies of logic by which it was eafy to |it<3i^e 
any.thmg. , . ' - ' ' 

As to what fell from anotlier honourable gentleioanV tbtit - 
,we had loft, the empire of the fea; hc’fljould oiil'y pbferve, 
that the triumphant relief of Gibraltar, mtAfttri^tgtb^ com¬ 
bined force of France and Spain at deftanw^^ 'fetsihed 
to invalidate his ajOj^ion ; efpeciaUy as the only proof he ad¬ 
duced of^fthvt>ur degraded fituation, was the Eroperor^s 
packet-boat (with the im[)erial flag) taking in pallengers at 
Margate,, ana landing them at Oftend. 

He then faid, as he had anfwer.ed every thing material, 
which had fallen from the two honpuiahle genuetnen, he 
would now return to the<jueftion., 

He knew of no fubjefl where it wasneceftii^y 
greater delicacy, in prder to prevent bbing mtiuii^fkHsd nr 
mifreprefisnted, than on a fubjeft which even j^rof^^d tp h»ve 
in view, the gratification of tht frcriiPldebi in England, If 
all that was wanting to ihfurc fuccels to ady meafure was )li 
plaufible title and popular introcluffion, the delegates heed 
not have recommend,ei^llhe pre^^ petition,to the two hbn.bnr*, 
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the motion ;, but' 


able gentleman, - . 

w.eli knpwmg, to make,'«^<jaifed 

.al|;.Ute''i^i> 0 Tt. wpfi)^''yi^!Ta'i^''an2^ ingenuity .c^hld ■giye'’it, 
Ihs^y hi^d made » htem w& and n^stceptionabje chmpf, 
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'f tmi^ a^ lp»sMAt» *fid ^Mvre «or»^era- 
. taAcIttfity at«j^ta£i^n^ vir^ cal* 

^^ced.W l^!i(«}l$tate tk« bi^e^OKti and difpajccb o{ |itib!lc hu- 
i^tJuavt bnIttPig oA, or i«v«ttSn| to the ^nd^St 
Mc^and pf^<c»t 3^<ifhai^ent on th& qdeii:«c>n, he 
he wi^ Dtraifallied m ^Hertihg, that h^re h^d l>ien a 
ana iKultai'kl t^apge in the CentTnapntft O# the freehold- 
w tHamfei^es on thk iirtgeia, Man/ of the aCoctated citas 
and tivhtch fbnt up dUiberacmg 4elee;ates liM /ear, 

had iwiw 4e«]^j|;ied fenidmg up petitioning pnea $ a condufV 
edbacb to fah^ify and confirm what the ftiepdft oi 

ad;^anced hit year, that when the time of the ge- 
iVhfKl ele^ioU was over, and Uie jecitt views of induencing 
Jjpl^pfc WCJtp at an end* the real motive ot promoting thofc 
|MUttiOhe would be then dilclofed, and the prayer of them he 
i^o lohger Utged with peremptonnefs and importnoity* No 
ifiVk ooitild entertain a higher opinion of the people than he 
44; if, by the people, Inith ndes of the Houle meant the 
fanbe thing; for, according to his idea, the a:rB»t and leljaefi- 
abh boby of the people were thofe ol the middle rank ; nun 
who were neither rendered daring bv ambiuon, nor drfptrate 
bynocdli^; tnen who did not want inch Roman provocatives 
to public fpirk, ac dmi tmpta^fins <ri sliguum, _The gentry 
and independent yeomanry of England tonltifatcu that le- 
ipeAabk body ; men who bad no feperatei intercii diAmfl 
ftum the happmets and profpenty of then country ; they 
were the true propt; they were the flay ; they were the fhcct 
anchor of the confiiturion 1 |a that invaluable body of men 
refides the true fpirit, the virtue, the nerve, the active energy, 
of IpkllOio ! their minds were 6im ; their undedftandlng man¬ 
ly ; they knew tiiat the bef^ mmiitcr might be calumniated, 
and eVenliia virtues refiar^ed through the falle and impoiing 
medium of a dcdoitiog and mhdlous eloquence^ But they 
Were nbt to be duped by fophiftry, or impofed on by a twift 
of ingenuity ; a diftortion of realon and pcrverjfion of com¬ 
mon tonfe* A pure and fpotlels ch^%T, uniulked honour, 
and ummpeacbod mtoguty, (quabthj^p^ 4waya inherent in 
A nitniRer!) werelliR fome treehmmcBdamjim to their favour; 
and, as they had not been tftWted *n Dq^x Mand^viHe'a 
^Jchool of philofopby, th?y did not believe that private vice 

a ‘ could 
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, He th^ .^bfemd, that this 
; 'aI wajs fup^Jort th'e poble Lord ‘ 

« 'Coiuintusa to ,ai!:,\yith 
‘'.faw.the'nec^fllty of carryhtg'otf'w' 

<'t'heallies of France,, in coniro^cy 
iibfts, to annihilate the power of Britain. 

, >j,pjplau<letl jlje fpirit oFthc nobje Lotd in 
,)6ay, infolencc, and ingratitude, of ; for/^ 

,. rltod the fpirit of their anceftors, and ftiU w 

jfchmit.to monarchies, however great and fple»dt4, ;yv^|(i)e 
an abijedt and hafe humlhation of the,imperialjpride ’^'-dk* 
hky of Britain ; but to fubmit to ? Db'tch do^^^l^ba r^uh-* 
lie, this indited would be a new fj^ies df^htda^linj; ^ nich 

liever yet having had any* exiftc^oe 
coijitftt'? ignominious enough ha^ been hmiited 

in theFugVirii language. 

. He then aiked whetlier it might not reafopahlf be prefum- 
cd, that this valuable body of the community, ivhich he had 
attempteil to dircriminate and define, on feeing the dreadful 
con&<|uences of an afibciation, formed, no douhti’from a 
Jaudable aeal to fuppott the true mtereft of the ^roteftant re- 
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other clafs of ihenv who ofteii falfely and impOttently aC«mea 
name of the p^^ple; the 

idle, ^ ah^ndon^* ?^ho ready to bre^ out 

into aCTS of riot jmd and wno were worked 

' up into itjtojGedition, by 

breath of ,aa,he.'.l^d' j^n the 













t0 ,t35e|r''i^iw«^a tbe 

very 

,;aisia;M®|^:^^'-;^^ defcen<^^4■<m^;t3iws:ta^^^ ■ 

. petitions, 

■ From fuch po%kal ‘ 

. - ir^tj^ili^y cxi)ea a nisw^ an4' FplehdM , 

CSiarta, iljimped on pro patria paper, .an^ 

■' community* They elimt 

-/-Virtueand patriotifm, from a part of,;i|lie ' 
expeiSed to he found,''*as 
an';'^|p5*i'extr^ed from a dunehilL, 

Ke',,entei^ncd, the'htghelt opinion of the 
of the'delegates;; no man la- 
he.'did their banilhmtait from Guildhall; 
"",h?^:l|^^;^i^;;hte^',bj'refie^ing, that it was, an honour- 
, hy which' the .ctVtJjnon council of 

Xt»:^s^h'proudly ,*# aifthitioufly affecJled to imTtefd'fhe'i^on- 

dudt of C^/i^^brated citizens of Athens.: their characters, 

too, he h&i#1rn highelf vep^^ ' 

, * ^ , ' \ 

“ THdr wife Divan the heft companions grace, 

C^hiffs out of .war, and memhi^rs out of place; 

* : who,fondly mingle, in their hope*-fiird bowl, 

T%^aftof rea&, and 6ow of foul; 

, / #^ih^i^;whofe li^ 

; j Tor rifclSOT^ Totms wieir great, iefigns,** 



moh|:^thel'^:l'/of^ aahpOwer;d!^gih^^ the people, 

.,'of their poiitkal 

.hns)'^tirey\''iV«^d''hO'‘:t%;tfi^ hl^^S§''lmd'’det5tendent 


jrtn ti|icirf;Orpatofsy 
ttm'lh^ ^cml he'',ilR^%d%'eye^''p6puliar'bki@fi ahd't'it^',;;;^ 
hke a by 1hi©%fc«*h of the people. 

He 


Sent, en#aa* 








receive Ae imv yi<Sk©ti,^;' 

ioyfoi ex^catiob; or forrowfwl .-’ 


bc'mcifeifed by, bur i^lSSiiricsi .bM-4i^iiW^_ by'.ot>r.,d^piii^’'';' 
it wi^''perfe^,ly‘CbaiUleut witJi tfee, 

hop«''for'the,libP*^cw«i^<!*'t of ib6,coiGE|t|twi^^ 
tion of cornip^on, by 'the ruia;pf 

enkrged and liberal principle, of ^ben^it *! 

and reined and exalted virtue tnight derive unQpecdcable ai?^ 
cordi^ conlblation from the mistortunes of 
Forinfrahce, the conqueft of tl^ Carnatic, by'Hyd^ Adfey,-; 
ni%hfc* enforce a reform in the King's-kitchpij^the l!of4^ 
provinces in America, might occanoii the difmiflidfr^ a;Is3a^} 
of the Bed-chamber, a Comptroller of tlie Honfehold^jijt^] 

Clerk, of the Pantry ; and wbo was there duU enough nOtlo '', 
perceive that fiich trivuil calamities were amply.compertfated; 
by fuch great, iblid, and fublUntial benefits. He adde^ t^the 
thought it right to f^ak thus ferioufly, as he found fentmien- 
tal comedy was molLagreeable to fome paftitmW'gentlemen’s - 
ftsftfi, efffiicially irs""fomeihing ludicrous, which had madver- 
tently fallen from him on former occafions, had^iven unde- 
figned ofece. tfe concluded, by exprcfllng his firongell: 
dSapprobation of the motion, and his refolution to oppofe it. 

Mr. Jo-MHjkend commented, with his ufual fuccefr, on Mr, r. 
the arguments and language of the former gentleman^ ,TheTc<wi»/W. 
levity with which he treatol every queftion of the m<^ jfe- 
rious and folenm nature, might be agreeablO to minifrdrs,' as 
theywiflied to throw all public virtue into fidicUle j but it 
counT neither give them redpe^k Vvith the peoplO, nor charac* . 
ter withpoilerity,, I'hele were tho mean - refources of pro- ’ 
fligacy and impotence, and they merited no other regard, ei* 
ther in that Hoiife, in any ^ place,.tliafi cqntem|»t* ■ 
ile hbferved, that a#ful ct^^ymee of the pre- 

fent day, tp coin 'th&'. 4bd .mtroduce i^y force -, 
into thedS^ftiou as'for rej'eding it;*'The peti¬ 
tion,.did'not come froth j^iega^ > it came from fr<^0lders j 
artd in no other light could it beaffomed or debated. 



Mbw 






% iJ^- 

jiuA^-i^.f 7*. lii 


14 k«mf, ^ ^ m k 

Mdl Mw tite i W4 k M n6t jprtdeft to 

^ «■ Mt. iut ii. Mi «> *Li4u. Mb Ml Mi ife. . Jm 


W <1^ fieeMAitft, of 


liM fttbfot^^iOit ll^ W fieeM&tft, of 

Great iM ilood^ bo tiboi^ipit it 

oogH^ to go to a Oomtia^ittto^ 

^r tbrrjr lf<»jayj</j!e<?/l thotigbt tbfc lncOnitdl^raMe nmtiber of 

iFf^BOtM. p^f 0 ti$ ^bo l^tl ibo petftioo fl!o objo6feioh to it, they 
#er^ as ^ejl to t1w Oonfidmtlori of iflijtt Hoofe as a 


Iklli Xflir* 


SuJ** Soffit 


IbitgorQttmbot; kohaA other oHje^biona to the ptitibo. Sir 
Vhatw |»aid mi OAorge {^acvti^e v«ry hi^ complwtients, but 
omiM oot agri ilrith feasr m regard to the motion 

Mr* Mftiie j|ete4 hU approbation of the fuSje^ matter of 
<be petiuten^ ao4 h?s aeai tjo fupport the right of jietKiormig, 
hat he difapproaed of ali'ccahonb and eorntnirrees 

drfthottt doors, to watch and cOntrnul Parliimenr. He thought 
ibam ttdithltf'legal nor conitxunonal, and as he confidered 
tha jsrelbm pttitibn as coming from a commicree of delegates, 
thMgb the gerHlemen had not ftgned i in that chara£let, he 
OppOfa t^he motion. Mr. Rolle faid, he lemembeted 
tto have had It as an opinion from a lawyer, that an alTbcia- 
tton^, for the prefervation of the game, and the purjpofe of 
carryit^ the game laws into execution, was illegal, 

$ir Franks Safftt fpolce agamft the motion. Sir Francis 
Ibted, that a late meetinp, held in the county of Devon, for 
the purpofe of appointing delegates, was vecy thinly attended, 
there nOf having been above twenty perfons p^efent, aithougn 
there wbrd thirteen thoufand freeholders m the county, bir 


Francis faid farther, that three pc rfons were chofen delegates, 
and only two bf the three hid ngned the prefenr petition } he 
conciuded, therefore, that (be third did not approve of it. 
dit^. rwtjtf Sir George ^0 rjif fait), the honourable btfonct was raifta- 
ken, the county-meeting of Devon had bun \ei) J. rgeand 
refpe 8 ;Ahle, as he could vi^'itnefs. With r^ard to the three 
delegated, he was the third that had not Ugned it j and the 
reafon Was, he happened to be 270 miles from London when 
it was £^ned, but he fully approved of the contents , and, tf 
the forms of the Houfe would have admitted of it, was read 3 r 
to Hgtl It even tbeh. Sir George vv^nt into an animated ar<» 
guinem on thh poWt^ul influme fhep Crown, and faid it 
Wat aimoft trre^ilabie, that even the fortunes did not 
fecttfe {ndhpendenoy» the firi): tmm of dbe iirft tfbiids in the 
kingdom could not Mp bowing to the minifter, and attach* 
•ng themfclyet to government. That how almoft every bo* 
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dy fold themfHves to tdminiilratH»5» ht Ibrtotte, rank, 
trade, or oeeupation,. be vybat ii would, 1 bat no¬ 
thing but the providence of God could prcvfnt » jarjilO flroha 
lofxng his independency, a large eftate was no fec«»iry» Id* 
dependence mufl fpniut up in the mind i it could not be pro¬ 
duced by affluence. He laid the ref (on why the Hgufe, fbat 
wa% the miniAry, relufed the commitment of the pniftoa 
was, that they were afraid to meet its contents. 

Su Francis Ba/Jit applied to htmfelf whit Sir George hadSirf.ff^ft 
faid ill rcipe^ ro independence, and dehed every individual 
tr<vfti the other Ade of the Houfe to prove chat he had ever 
adled but from motives of the pureft independency. A con- 
teA aiofe between him and Sir George on this point, but the 
Huufe feafonably interfered, and mutual explanations took 
place. 

Mr P<7rifr (membci for Devon) made a ihort fpeech, in Mr, 
which he faui it was due from him to bi$ conftituenis, tode- 
claie that the meeting alluded to by the two laft gentlemen, 
was to hib knowledge, extremely numerous and extremely 
rrfpedliabh. Mt. Parker alfo faid, he believed the majority 
of his roiiAituents approved of the p cfent petition. 

Mr. AJatlyn iuppoited the motion, and airaigned the laftMr 
Parliament, as a Pailiamcnt, aAembleJ rather for the pur- 
pofes of uiciividual traffic than with a general defire to pro- 
pofe mi c flirts likely to promote the welfare of the ftate and 
the happuitfs of the people. They looked more like men 
following a trade in that Houft, or a lucrative offlee, than 
l^ike men doing their duty to their conAituents. This he was 
at'^fberty co obf-rve of latt Pari aments, for, to be fare, no¬ 
thing rould be faid of the picfcnt Parliament but what was 
j »le*t)vorthy. 

Mr Martyn obfe'vtd, that he was but an indifferent fpeak- 
et, and thcrcCrMe he begged the Houfe to indulge him fo 
fu a' to hear him read a fhort extradf trom an author of con- 
fiderablc eminence, which he thought appofitc to the fubjeeb 
of the day. He then read an cxtraiJt from Hume’s Effays on 
the Coalition of Parties, and recommended the ideas thcte.ii 
contained to the confideration of the Houfe. 

Ml. Hatfijon began with faying, that they had then be-Mr- i2#r- 
forc them, if he might be allowed the expreifion, the aggre-''*/«»• 
gate petition of a very conliderable part of the people of 
England, praying for a reformation and reticnchmcnt in the 
public expenditure, He*muft confefs, he faid, that he did 
not doubt but it would meet with the fame fate that every 

VoL, HI Hh other 
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oth^f ^ ^xperknceii *m that 

in', tie kaft pmmijte, 
Aepii fcoi^ fctfre|ihg the nbje^is of their complailii 
jie^eti olif *nore ftrohgly to h#yfe Bxfed and rivetted thejrefo- 


iuttiQi) of j 


^.liniftfaliOTi to fhut every door of inquiry that 
xnlght be means of Milging to tight that baneful coorfe 
of iftfluenoe and corruption, 'which had fo long hbodwihfce^d 
the fenfes of that Houfe, till it had led this country to the 
verge of that awful precipice, on the brink of which it now 
Aood, He then faid, that it had iof late b- eh the conftant 
language pf one fide of the hloufe, either to reprefeut the 
pet^dtts <Jf the people in the mdfi; contfticnptuous light, as the 
voice of an ignorant and deluded multitude, led away by 
the fadlious and difeontehted fpirit of their fuperiors j or, if 
they deigned toconfider them in a more fetious point of view, 
they W^ to be reprefchted as the ebulitions of ,a rebublican 
fpirit 5 a fpirit dangerous th the confiitution, and which ought 
to be refiftpd. Upon this principle (contiued he) we have 
feen every prOpofition, tending to any reformation, uniform¬ 
ly rejedkd (h this Houfc, without even thr colour of an ar¬ 
gument for ib exclufion. We Iiave not only feen the lame 
ihamcfiil waffeand mifpending of the public treafufe conti¬ 
nued, but we have feen the enormity of profuffOii, extended 
in the Inftancc of the prelent loan, beyond what has ever 
been known in this or (1 will venture fo affirm) any other 
kingdom in the univerfe. 'I'hat unrefirainecl power, which 
minifters have aflufned over the public purfe, is a matter fo 
ruinous and deftfu<5live in itfclf, fo big’^tmb nafip.^al r^ila 
mity in its dpe'ratious, that whethci we may be ready, or 
whether it may be a proper time for fuch exertions, I will 
not fay ; but it is an afl'umed, uncon^btntionj! pov/cr, that 
mull and will be retrained. It is fo totally fubva ifivc of the 
very efience of this conftitutioti that a coiniiniince of it is 
even worfe than defpotifm iifclf. It is that dclufive nrcana^ 
which led this country on its mad career after American do- 
ininaiion. A war, founded in a thirft of patronage, and 
carried on by a refentful fpirit of dlfappointed arr.bition ; not 
that laudable ambition to agrandife the power, dii^nity, and 
W'clfare, of this country, but that detefiabic, and horribly 
ambitious dcfire of obtaining, under pretence of an ideal and 
inefficient revenue from America, a real power of domina¬ 
tion in that country, and a moft fttbAaPtial accumulation of 
patronage and minifterial inguence iii'jlibis. But bad it ^en 
fuppofed that any affctnbly could have Wen fo totally lol! to 

, every 
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tvpfj fenfe of the they owe to theii^ to 

fenfe of the duty they <iwe to themfelveg, as tO f#- 

fisr a miniftcr, at this time of general nccelHty ainf djftincfe# at 
one ftfok| to give afway above a raiUiott of the pubi/t irop^ty; 
and at the fame time be able to ftop every inqui^ of.klita 
Houfe, into the enormity of fuch'profufion. If it had betiii 
fuppofed that any popular affembly could have been reduced * 
to fuch a fervile ftatc of du£fility, minifters would have 
thought that a much more eafy and lefs dangerous expedient 
might have been adopted, for the agrandifement of their in¬ 
fluence in that Houfe, than their favourite obje£f of Ame¬ 
rican taxation ; and happy had it been for this country if the 
niafk had foi n;*r ht-en withdrawn ! 

He then olifcrved, that miniffers had, with their ufvial.fub- 
tilty, endc;uoured to fubvert the objeft of the prefent mo¬ 
tion, that (jf a national reform, under pretence of difapproving 
of the mean't ]>>’ which ibc application had come before that 
Houfe. Jlur that, with all the lut they had ufed, or could 
ufe, they could only make it the petition of particular free¬ 
holders, appointed by petitioning counties, to addrefs that 
Houfe, to call to their recolle£lioii the former petitions which 
then lay mouldering, as ufelefs lumber on ihcir table. But (fays 
he) as the ob]c£la of thofe complaints arc not only unrcdreiled, 
but even 'hi, enormity of the grievances complained of ex¬ 
tended, vve ought to conlidcr them as now before us, in their 
fullsft force, claiming that regard and attention, which wc, 
‘Sff^"tTi 5 *feprercn'tatives of the people, cannot refufe without 
betraying that trufl which is rcpotccl in us. They have a 
right to dcin.'uiii that their petition iliould be taken into con- 
fideiatioM ; and, when it comes before a committee ot this 
Hourc, if ihe i>bjects rheir complaints arc found to be ill- 
gnmnded, or not to cxiii, that is the proper time to treat the 
petition a? hivolous and nugati-ry. Hut to rejefit it unheard, 
aud the mcrirs of it unincpjjred into, could only be confidered 
as a nican fuhrerfuge to rcje<Sl every petition of the people, 
which dtd not come backed with the compulfive authority 
which the Iiifh took care thebs Ihould come backed with ; an 
authority which might exttirt that from their fears which would 
be withheld from every other more laudable motive. But, 
for Heaven’s fake, faid,,he, let minifters refic£l on the confe- 
quences of their oondu^ i let them not wantonly fport too 
far with tbH? difirths and codfiplaints of the people at large; 
but let feme ideas, tending towards relieving and fatijfying 
the minds of the pebple, be brought forward by the gentlemen 
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on di« fide of th® Hotife, fince \t was thought right 
iintformiy to reject every petition of that tendency virhich 
came,from this. 

He then obfcrved, that the noble Lord in the blue ribbond 
had» fotne tithe ago^ in tht? courfe of debate, thrown out fomc 
bints of din;ant profpc£):s} but they were fo faint as to,be 
mere deluiibns, and by no means fuificient to fatisfy the dif- 
contented minds of the people j that, fo far front this being an 
improper time for taking'fteps of that nature, the very difficult 
and dangerojits fituation of public affairs required it at that 
moment, as the only means of creating confidence in the 
people, which could add that unantmity and vigour to the 
exertions of the nation as mightenable us tofiruggJc w>th the 


united force of our enemies combined againft us, which Was 
prelfingdown the dropping head of, he fcored, this devoted 
country, never to rife again * 

Mr. Alderman rofe, and faid, in conTequenre of 

the frequent attacks which had that day been made on the 
ebaradrer of a delegate, as illegal and unconftiuitional, he 
acknowledged he was a delcgiue, and defied thofe, who im¬ 
puted a fpecies of criminality to that ch.'ira^ler, to come for¬ 
ward and avow their intention to profecute him. If he had 
afted illegally he was amen.ihle to the laws of his country, 
and open to conyiftion and punifhment. If, on the other 
hand, the charge of criminajr.y was only urged to defeat the 
petition, and to diferedit the promoters and fupporters of it, 
it was a paltry, mean Aibterfuge, to evade', by pfitenVed 
threats and parliamentary chicane, what its enemies were 
confeious they were unable to meet in any other manner. 

1 hofe, who figned the prefent petition, appeared before that 
Houfe merely as freeholders and citizens. It was not there¬ 
fore competent for the Houfe itfelf, or any individual, who 
compofed it, to cenfider them in any other lighj but what 
the public aift itfelf imported; namely, petitioners, feeking 
national redrefs for tbemfelves and their brother freeholders 
and citizens, and the nation at large. What the fame men 
may have tranfa<SIed without the walls, the Houfe had not, 
nor could, take the leaft cognifance of in the prefent infiancc. 
They might or might not have a£lcd imprudently, illegally, 
or improperly, in their delegated capacity. Was there any 
. proof that they had f If there, was not, nor any charge in be- 
ing, the petition and the petitioners flood on grounds totally 
irrelative and foreign to the arguments urged againfl either. 
It might hereafter be a proper objefi of inquiry, or it might 

not; 
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Dot ; tht: only point* in his opinion, under the 

of the Houfe, was, merely the allegations con 

petition ; if they were unfounded, or ought not to bO 

to, then the parties might come'fAirly and diret^iy 

Every other matter, relative to the conduct of the petictOnei’S^ 

Was extraneous, and oi courfe abfur^. 

For his part, he was of opinion, that the gentlemen, wdio 
a£led in the character of delegates, had adled juftifiably and 
legally. He prefumed, the right of petitioning would not be 
denied ; if fa, mofl: clearly the right included the means of 
attaining the objedi in a legal and conflitutional manner : in* 
deed, the right to affociate, to appoint committees, and to 
chnofe certain perfons, and delegate the powers of a greater 
>v-dy to a fmuileror felcft one, was,, he believed, of the very 
eiVence of large popular bodies, if they had a right to at 
fctnble, for the purpofe of petitioning, they bad a right to 
petition i and, if to petition, to devife the moft proper means 
to give that petition eftedl. It was ufual in ail meetings of 
the kind, /or promoting a redrefs of grievances, or for 
efledling a good, or averting a public evil, to form commit- 
tees ; for thofe committees to ailbciaie with other?!,, ftanding 
in the fame predicament, and interefted in common refpediiing 
the dclued event* As the power in the firft initance was made 
to devolve on a fmaller number, that feleclion could again de- 
' legate the power, thus entrultcd, with the content of thofe 
jjvho originally delegated it i fo that whether the power was 
eX,\;l^il^ by three, five, a hundred, or a thoufand, it was ftill 
the fame, though the mode of cxeiciiing it might be changed 
or altered for the greater convenience, or for other beneficial 
and legal purpofes. He ever undcrltood, that all bodies of 
men, retaining certain inherent powers, ur rights, could dele¬ 
gate the excrcife of them under no other reltridfion but that 
of the confent of the principals, or collective body. It was 
juftified in the moft familiar intercourfes of life, as well as in 
the higher and more important ^ and he was perfuaded, that 
this do£trine would be found to be univerfally true, where 
the exception was not created by an abufc of the powers thus 
delegated. 

On the whole, whether the meeting and condud of the 
delegates was or was not|it(lifiabIe and,legal, was of very little 
conlequerice in the prefent debate. If they had adled illegal¬ 
ly, the law was open; if they* had nor, every argument or 
objedion, raifed on that pretence, muft totally fail for want of 
fupport. 
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It <jl i which, notwiilvftandiiig 

pat^d, he cc^ulfi^ any folid rcaron for alter- 
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’^if ofilnon was, that the jpetltion ought not to be com- 
L^', but ought to b© rejeacd by tlie friends of govern- 
i^ent hnd.of order, with ibmc farther mark of difapprobation. 
The grounds of his ^Intdn were, it appeared to him dange- 
irons, ;i|tnjiropcr', arid tincbri'ftitoriooala to give any countc- 
.^.nte to the petition j dangerpaii, as tending to revive the 
drooping ipirit of alibciation j improper and uncDnftitutional 
flU aifpount of the per&os from whom it proceeded; who, 
jiofteired of an iltegid., and unconftitutionai denomination, 
wm really and truly aifting in that capacity, whllft they 
held forth another to the Ftoufe, thereby intending (he did 
not wilh to ufc a llronger word, but he muft be pardoned for 
laying) to furprife Parliament. > That they were truly afting 
as dwgatei feemed clear ; they did not deny tliat every fob- 
feriber to tliat petition poireficd that charaflcr. As freehol¬ 
ders fhey were reprefented in Parliament, and might have 
had their allcdged grievances laid before the Houfc, in con- 
ilitutional form, by their refj'jcflivc reprclenrativcs. Ten 
of tlipfe, who iigned the petition, were members of llic 
I'loufe. Afling as individuals, why did not they rife in their 
places, and move for leave to bring m bills of the fame imporj; 
with thc-fuhjedl: matter of the petition, if they did 'aoTVeati 
to afl, and were not truly afting as delegates ? Befidcs, it 
appeared from the inftrument of deputation to the delegate# 
fioni the county of York, that, the objeft ofihofe inftrufltons, 
and of the petition ijcforcthcHoufe, were prccifcly the fame, 
■and espreifcd almoft in the fame words, for correfting the 
grojfs abufes in rlic expenditure of public money, and reduc¬ 
ing ih.tsiiicreafed and increaling influence of the crown.” in 
fbort, it vvas clear that they put on a maik to that Houle, 
and, pulling it off, or looking from behind the vi'/or to their 
tonil it cents, they might, if they prevailed, inform them that, 
they had got their bufinefs done as delegates. The charader, 
in which they truly afted, was illegal and unconflitutional 
vvas alnioft fclf-evident; for what'did thele delegates pretend 
to be but rcprefcntatives of counties ? 'I'heir inllruments of 
inftrtjftion, their pretended eloftions; tlie difS;rcnt clifpUtes 
which had arifen in dilfercnt parts of the Houle, in the 
courfe of the prefent debate, about the unanimity or majority 

with 
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-^(ii^lcii petition ^evt carnt^> 6t cfet^l^'’^ 

H#.,' Fpr; iii^'part,' .ktiew of no cpt^im^bi£»al‘^'-l 
peiedtatim'Of Poa-nties except tKi/oss^bftrf.,^. tii^ 

Jti'iaw there were none known.' .£ii^ety other ptetlh^'^rP’S 
prelcntativc muft, of couife, be illegal aM 
onal one. Bcfidcs, by what legal aufhority were thefe .n^jlili 
ings called? what were the qualfhcationi' of the^ irbteri'l' 
Migiit not the meeting be cc?mpofed of baiiditti^ and 
a mob, luch as thofe mifereants who had fo 
this city with terror and difmay r If thi^ differed, hpv^'Wa's 
the right of the delegated, to |)e dfedded ? it b«ddne,iit 

Weftminfler-hall; was there i^y coBriftithtional court-or 
committee to take cogniiahce of it ? Suf^soife thtt thofe cielc-* 
gates had not been turned out of f^midhaU, but had been 
ieated there, in all the pomp they tne^ht could’ a 

right to a feat there have been decided’m tkitif Other'way tha(h 
by the fword ? Wheie was the right ,of foch a jfet of ftien to 
affume judicial powers on fuch an occ)ilion ? where lay tljcif 
right to meet and deliberate on matters of ftatc or redrcjS; of 
grievances ? for their commilllons were rtoE likte thofh of 
agents, limply to prefent petitions; they were tb meet, con¬ 
cert, and deliberate, as a body politic, and that too oh mat* 
ters of fUte, not on private bulinefs. The declaration of 
rights, that fecond magna-charia of England, article 13, b^ars. 
That for the redreft of all grievances, .and for the amend¬ 
ing, ftrengthening, and preferving, of the laws. Parliament 
ought to meet frequently plainly implyin]|, that no other 
bod/iof'^incn, in a delegated capacity, had a right to meet, to 
deliberate, and to treat of fuch fubjcfls. It had l^eo (kid, 
by one honourable member, that the petition muft be com¬ 
mitted, bficaufe the petitioners had aUb the chara^er of free¬ 
holders in them ; and becaufc the petition had already been 
received* For his part he could not feci the force of the 
obfervation: the charafter of freeholders was, onthisocca* 
lion, ufed as a difguife, as a cover to another, under y^ich 
they truly afited; and, without doors, wilhed To be uoder-» 
fto^ to aQ:. And as to the petition having been already re¬ 
ceived, If Itc had known the fads, as they now appeared, he 
fliould have moved to have it thrown over the bar; and fot 
the lame reafon, which would have induced him to propofe 
thif^ he held himfelf at perfed liberty to vote againft its 
commitment. As to the fbeond ground of his opinion, the 
dan^r ariiiag to the ftate, from the encouragement of alTo- 
ciations, it required but little acquaintance with hiftory to 

feel 
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feci the force of that olii^ef^ion. The League in France, 
foundul pa ipeciops pi-etcncee, piovtd the daagtr of facU 
ailociation$>. It had involved that country in a horrid Iccnfc 
of hloodfhed, violenccjj and outrage; had fliakcn the throne, 
had cOflVulfed the nation, had wtll ni^li ovcittiincd the con- 
Aitution, and dcp»iveddie*legtil fucttlioi, Henry IV. of his 
joft rtght to that kingdom. It was needleh to entei into the 
intrigues of the Kionde in the fame kingdom. Wc had fitil 
proofs, in oni own count)), of tlie dar j,vi ot futh lifocii- 
tions.^ The folemn League andCovcnait, in the noithcni 
part of It, was tiuly the origin of rhe civil wais. Had 
IJcnry III. of France* reprclTcd the Ictgue, fnft formed m 
Picaidy, that of the Sixteen of Pans would ni\ci have t ikcn 
place, nor would the league have become gcntial m that 
unhappy and diftia^l:ed kingdom. Had the govtinnitni in 
Scotland lejnclTed the Solemn League and C'ovinint m the 
country, or rhi illegally delegated meftig at I diiibuigh, 
thic nation might have efcaptd the hoiiois d civil w ix It 
was theiefoie the duty of Paili unent, by th(dt efforts which 
were m their powei, to aveit fuch dingus, to luppi L aflo- 
ciations, by pi eventing tbcir r«. folntums and vitwsfiomti- 
kmg effeifl, whatever ddguiff they affunifd , and the pit ft nt 
petition, as an honoutahle gemleman had well rxpieffid it, 
cextainly <ainc in a moft quxftionibk fhape It btcanic the 
Houfe to oppol the comm tpi nt ot tins petition, and m 
place of Wiffing tmii, in th« piefent rnfi^, upon iubifcls 
alic dy difcufied, oi upon otlui dingeious thfoieti al quelli- ^ 
ons, U>i fuch wcic intend d to he biouglit hefoi»^ n, as apr 
peired ficim the Y Jik mill dions, ii hi came tht in 

pIa<.eoi lut'i d Iciiihons, to inure himly in conreiling mea- 
fuics to opp >1 tht deb ^ \ > and b ifile tlie attempts of oux opi n 
and avowed bv , whf the r coufiH'ing of itbeIhous inbjcCls, ni- 
tmalciKia , oi ti ;ach rous allies. It hid bten laid, thHe 
mealoi^s w te ptoinohd bv many good and re (ptdibit* men , 
bat this aigumnit cilled upon the Houfe inoie particularly to 
cxpreL their till ippie>bjtion of Inch illegal and unconllituti- 
onal ads. It wis of ihc gieite ft conlcque iice to piev* nt good 
men fiom l»eing milled. He linceiely belie vtd, that the in¬ 
tentions < f the pic lint alibcutois was wtll founded , but it 
had often happe ned th.it good men, aflociatm^ foi a good 
purpole, had been imperceptililv led to mix with others, fe'»m* 
ingly engaged in the l.ime C’Ule, but whofe vie ws were diffe¬ 
rent. Affocutions thei 1 at;p held out, in his opinion, a poffi- 
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of great n^atio^^al mifchief; arid* linlefs in the lafl ex¬ 
tremity, ought never to be adopted nof fuiFered. 

Lord Mo’ttlonrl made a warm and able reply, in which he Lord Malt- 
happily blended mucli warmtli and,energy with argument 
elegance. I'he noble Loul laid, hV, could not lit patiently 
and hear the dodtrmes whitli the leSirned gentlemen liad cho- 
len to bring forward in that Houle. I'hey were fuch, he 
truftecl, as would never be fufFered to pals without indigna¬ 
tion or contenijit. 'Lhcy vvere hoftile to the foundations of 
Brnilh fieedom, and as contrary to laws as they were to con- 
iV.ta.rioii. 'riu-y were doctrines, indeed, which a crown-law* 

■ver, in his improvident y.eal, might be brought to hazard ; 

Out which, as a conftitutional lawyer, he could never be able 
to lupporl. His LortUhip declared, that he well knew that 
allbciatious and delegations W'cre not Only ftriiflly legal, but 
in I'ome circomftancus highly expedient ; and however fond a 

cetTain delciipu,..might be to throw out af- 

})crhoiis againil th-m ui that Houle, yet hr firmly believed 
that that Houle v. i>iilvl never prelume fo come to a rdblution 
of ccnfuic on aflbcialions as either ill-^gal or improper. If 
evei they <lid, it would be in a day of forgetfulncfs as well a*; 
ofcmrujition ; when they had either forgot or did not dioofe 
to renu inhcr that it was to the falutary and blcflcd dlccfs of 
afiociation that they were a Houfe at all, and that the country 
cnjovul the protedion of a popular ailembly, W'hen they 
did lu't recnlleH their origin he was afraid they would forget, 
thr ir \(,!tv , and he would no longer look for a viituous tlil- 
chai’ge of theii iruft than v\Idle* they romembered with grati¬ 
tude and nuhuliafm the noble < hurts of there anceflors ; who, 
in a day of regal tyrannv, allbciated foi national deliverance. 

His L.irdlhip e(Mitind(.d, tl'.at everything we felt as freemen, 
every lulvautage, every enjoyment, and iMuk, as men, and our 
dignity as a i»e-t)ple, were derived from aflbciatiom. In the 
eailV, julh h‘her C(.>ntelt with Charles 1. the mean 
\\ hich iu'ough.t about the Revolution ; in fliort, every fingl 
hep which had either been the means of der nding out¬ 
rights in the hrli initance, or lecuring them aftei, had In ‘it 
eifedted by alEx'iations. 

It was to alfociatious and combinations of men, affociated 
and combined for a good purpoie, that we owed all vve now 
j^ofleirod. Tfi thole we .Were indebted for the compaiSf df 
Magna-charta, for the Revolutiop, for the Hanover fuinilv ; 
in lliort, for every thing w'C covild boaft of ; and ho had the 
ifrongeil realbti to believe, from die temper, iHfpolition, ;ind 
apparent views of iholc in pov\«-r, that if ihe committees .and 
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aflbciitions lia^ cither luictmftitutiortal or illegal, tliat 
thofe who hail the will, if they hatl tlie authority, would 
have long fince gratified at once tlie wilh to punifli with the 
eager dellre to I’uppiefs. JITiey would liavo commenced a 
legal .attack on ilioi’e who a<Sled as delegalef!, a fort of war 
which miniAers were ntuch more inclined to purfue with 
eagernefs than war againft the natural enemies of the country. 
JiUt tliey knew them to be legal, and they knew that dele- 
gatioii.s were as well known and as much in ufe in the con- 
ifitutioii as any other popular privilege. It w.as a praftice 
fortunately iutrcHiUced, by which the defires ot multitudes 
might he forwarded and carried into execution. There was 
not a petition prefented to that HoulV, even for the regula¬ 
tion of a turnpike hill, hut there wore fome men delegated 
from the vicinity of the place where the hill vfas to operate, 
to manage their application to Pariiameiit, and take care that 
their intereAs Ihould not fulfor f ^r want (if knowledge or tor 
want of will. Did it ever come into the heads ot men to 
fay, that fuch delegations were illegal, or that tliey were not 
known in the conllitution ? 7'hore was not a privilt^e ot the 
people, wliich had been exerciied with more fre<]uency, and 
from an earlier period of our hiftory, than this. It was coe¬ 
val with the cflabliihnient of our iVAem, and liad been ex¬ 
erted with fuccefs in a thoufand inliances. But was it from 
ininiAcrs that the argument againll delegation had pioccededf 
Was it from the trealury-bench that the dofliine had come 
of tlicir being uncornAitutional and dangeious ! Wha^J^ from ' 
that bench, and from , thofe tnen who had hut tlie ye.ir be¬ 
fore delegated the Iiell rights of that Houfe, not to a part of 
their own body, but to :i let of nxn as much aliens to Par¬ 
liament as foniigners were aliens to Biitain! It forcly did 
not become men, who had ftretched the power of delegation 
to an extent fo much beyond all prt'Cedent, and beyond con- 
ftitution, now to ceiifure a fober, right, and legal, exercife of 
that privilege. 

Tile arguments of the learned gentleman, who had fpoken 
before him, and which had intluced him to rife, were truly 
Angular. He had drawn argumeivts againit allbciatioas from 
France, and had contended, tlut, hecaufe they wetc dange¬ 
rous to that government they were improper in this. Good 
God J into what puerilities will not the zeal of party lead 
even learned men! What raufl: be the weakiu-fs, or what 
the obliquity of that comparifon which feeks an analogy be¬ 
tween a kingdom of flavery and a kingdotn of freedom, and 
which endeavours to make tlie fame policy applicable to 

both. 
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both. In one of the provincial parlian^ents of France, tlic 
learned gentleman would liave recommendedhitnfelf ,not only 
by his oratory, hut alfo by his law; his dot^lrines would 
have been agreeable to the conftitution ns well as to the ino* 
narch, and lie would have lecu^ populariry 'while he ciilti« 
vated intereft. But there was a hai)py difih'.iiice in the 
plan of the two governme nts, which made the policy inimi¬ 
cal to the one which was :n»plic«ble to the othe r ; and the 
learned geaitlcman would hnd that very little reipee^: would 
he paid to the authority of his precetlent, even by tUofe who 
might be inclined to reliih the compfnTicnt of his doifb'inr. 
"I'he learned gentleman had been equally unfortunate in Ins 
pi-fcodeui fjojn Scotland; when that unhappy country w.if 
under tlie dominion of an imfettlwl government, torn bv 
feudal tyranny, and by contradiiSlory oi>prcfhons. in fuch a 
crilis it was not to be wondered if the ciT'orts of the peopit- 
fliould bt unconhilutional, and if thev endeavoured to graip 
at deliverance by irrepiibir means, i be noble Lord then > 
fore found no refembiam c iti rhclc precedents; and, coniL 
quently, no conclufion ctndd he •Irnwn fiom thenn fl< 
maintained the propriety of ilic petition on the table hv i' 
rious arguments, and urged the duty inoumhent upon tb. 
Houfe to give it a ferious and dciiheratc confuieration. 

Sirfhld, no man approved of prtilioiiinp 
more than lit- did, in certain cafes:, and for the attainment rt^' 
cenuin purpoles. He was one of thole who promoted, o*- 
leaft approved of, the petition, or initru6lions, which cani- 
O'oni t]>t- county where he refided; becaufe he was perruadi d, 
that nothing could be more conducive to tlie great ohjedlf o( 
the war than an oeconornical and faithful oxpendituie of rl.e 
public monev. The general ohjedf of the petitions ju'cleni -1 
to the Houfe lafl year, was in part compbia with, or if:- if, 
wai itt a train leading to the propoft d event. '! be c >mvi : - 
fioners hill of 1 aft year, and which he und<’.rfto(i;l, w! 

fell from the nobis Lord in the blue riblrand a feW d,i\j 
in that Houfe, was to be renewed the prefent f:’J?,h:n, 
dirtaSed to an inquiry into the receipt and iftiicof the public- 
money, and though the comn'iiflioners report w^a.s not y« r 
finally completed, there was good ground to expcdl, f oiu 
what llicy had already done, that very falutary coiifequent es 
would be derived from their labours. 

In Iijs opinion, th^ principal prayer of the petition was aU 
jeady granted, as far as it cpuld be; it was therefore prenia 
ture to petition for the removal of a grievance which was ac¬ 
knowledged to be. in a ftare of redrefs. 
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Much hatl been faid tefpe^iug the increafed and increatf-f 
ing influence of the crown. To him, it appeared, however, 
merely a matter of opinion, which operated variomlly on dif¬ 
ferent men. It mpfl he acknowledged, th.\t the influence of 
the Clown became naturally augmented in a time of war ; an 
increafe ot eibblilhmenfts, ai’d of the expenditure of public 
money, begat patrotjage.. T!ic queftion, neverthclefs, wms 
not whether the influence of the crown was incrcafed, but 
whether it had incieated ii) I'uch a manner, to fuch an extent, 
and was fb felt, as in the apprehenfion of the honeft and in¬ 
dependent of every party and defeription of men in that 
Houlb, and out of it, as to lay a foundation for jufl appre- 
heniions for the prefent and iuture Iccurity of public liberty. 

He was ready to fay, that the inflm-nc'. .'iliuded to was not 
fo felt and acknowledged; or if if was, t be m.tde nc doubt 
hut a niaiorily would agree whb. him that night, that the 
proper means of reducing and conhning u witinn conllituri- 
onal bounds were not appointing .dlin iaiions and delegates 
for the pufjjolb ofcontrouling and i" ir-awing the ligillature. 
So long- as rlift con/litution was prelerveth re'dixls ceuld only 
be had from Parliamcnr. he iltould therefore i'et Ins face 
againflt any meafure which went dhveily oi indiieclly to let 
up any power, hov/evci confliluted, paramo.uit to the con- 
(litution, the Icglflature, and tlu' laws. 

Mr. Foi; now role ; and, in a Ipeech ol cfinliderable length, 
adverted to ev'^-ry aigumcnt ib.jt lud been advanad in oppo- 
Ittion to the motion, vs ith a jiewcr of arguiru nt and i lotpaaicc 
peculiar to 111 rnfi-ir. 

He obferved, ihat tlu aigenients mad--- uh' of. I^y tbofe 
ulio oppofed the motion o.' in-* honourable liirnd b« low him, 
e.v’ie equally novel .tnd unanlwerabk-, tor no mnni knew ho\V 
*-<j nu'ct them ; they liavnig airuuu'c! Inch .idiverlitv ofihapes 
.liid forms, .and loniAii'i Oiderv:iri(ui.s had ialk'n in tO' courle 
• jf the debate, totally t xtr-nneous to the Inlnert mntt'-'r ; bur 
uhidi, by a curio.’.jv I'pecles of logic, b.ad Siern nuidc apply 
to the motiop, and, in the apjirebenfions of thole who made 
ihcroj deemed to ])e dccirive of tlie queflion. 

It had been argued by Ionic, lays be, tiiai the public money 
has been, and is faitittuih, < xpended , bv others, that the in- 
fuence (-1 the crown js not mcreafrd. and of courli' ought 
not to be dimitu/hed. By a third defeription, it is acknow- 
Ifdged, tiiat oeconorny is’ necefTary, and that the public ex- 
pcndiiure nuy be improved ; but that meafures are now t.iken 
for that purpofe, .and our interference is unnecelHrv. Others 
iav, lhattlie nidct'-ng of the ddiwaics was illegal, and 



drat thofe who ^W]Tofed it are pimiiliable. It has hS?en a!« 
lowed, that the meetiitg luiglit i»e imK)ccnt, bill it Was the 
condudl of the perfoiis wlio ;drociated whidi rendered it cw*> 
minal. Another delcription of peri'oni lay, ^hc prefoiit pe¬ 
tition is preinatnre, becaufe the principal ohjeilt ot tcdrcfs is 
in the hands of the coiTiniilUoners of accounts ; and above 
all, it has been warmly pielliid, tliatthe pcvl'ons, \\hoie name's 
are figned to the petition, conic licre in dilguirc, in the c\vk* 
rader or capacity of froehokb is and citizens ; whereas they 
are in faft delegates: if delegates, their petition ought not 
to be Tent to a cornmittec of the whole Houle, becaiile they 
linvc ulurped the rights of that Houle and the Lgiflritiire <?it 
large. If ftcehfdders, thev arc too few in niin>b<;r to dcfei v^ 
rh(! attention of tliat Ploui’e; and hn.dlv, however few or in- 
•ftgnibcant, that they have tranigreiied an act ot Fai)ianient» 
beraule tl'c petition is llgiu il with more than twenty name>-i 
Tins, he i.iid, was Imt an .dirsdged fiarr nt rhat loirontot 
elocjiience and leafoiung ulnch had this inglil. hern tngtd hi 
the courie of the debate, l iov^ever tmeijiid to llie talk, 
would cndcavoLii to give each thoU' >ifCtir is a 'lcpata1<1 
and dillUidt anfwer, and luaki- : li <.hl{ rv '-tions n proceed¬ 


ing, as jnight fuggult th -mlelvc 
junuorpiis nillcebaneoui, vr-mer!- 


; to !iim, ID tcply to the ver^ 
s winch w'pe. !>leudtd oi cort- 


nu'led with thulc afunincnts i • had alrc.alv icie'arred. H'O 
would not tmdte'lakc to nudwci then) U' the oitiei theywrve 
i rgf-ti, but woi !d liavf- rcrtMiift t ,i lus uieniorv, lunvlv a:> the 
point? nuglttailii' in liu. niiml. 

ir was uip,cch v\'th gi! .It 1'cmir.i nr.d lliulird 

jdaufibiity, that the pi rni<<n<'!s cenv. t<» at Houle in dll- 
*u!ife , for e!thon;i[h tht v pieu iid d t(» be e n they teally 
wMc, nruu'-lv, tide ticehoideis .ual citi/. .is >1 the places 
within whieli tht ywt're n-hdent, thtw \\r:\ mi te.eT deb- 
g.ites , thf!v'tnre tlieir prayej or ]>ttiti'''u we:, nrn to h ‘ •en¬ 
tertained m thru Houle. W'hv I'o ? bti.nde t lev couliden-d 


thenifeives j/.iraniount *‘o the Houf- itielt, am meditated »m 0 
liibveijTion of the conliirution. 'J’hc proof \va> jierldcHy 
c'|\i.-)l to the ivrdoninp; which accfmj'aiiied it. '! he petition- 
ers were delegates, hec.tufe, though the d''bg..ies meant and 
thought tliemfelvt-s competent to coniroul tlu' legillatiire, th« 
petitioners* did not, but praved leiief from the.r repivtenl^- 
tives in Parliament. 


So far the proof of tJieii Iteing delegates; was overturned, 
"^rhe committees, nllociation.s, and dclcwires. w'iili the fub- 
verfion of the conftiiution, fav thofe vv]»o arsue in thi.s flilc; 
the petitioners, on coal t ary, acknow icd.ge tlie fovereigii 

and 
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and omnipotent power of Parliament, and come to it for r«- 
4refs; confeqwntly their political principles are not 
fame; or thole, who liave-charged the del^^ates with fuch te> 
nets, have pnrpofcly or ignorantly mifimderftood, or mif- 
reprefentcd them. Befides the fallacy of this mode of argu¬ 
ing* he would juft point out tlie ahfurdity which it involved ; 
^or, if the argument was a good one to-day it was no lefs. 
fo yefterday. Why entertain the jwtition at all; or, having 
entertained it, why objeft upon that ground ? If the peti¬ 
tioners were delegates, and on that account ou^t not to be 
heard, they ftiouid have been told fo in the firft inftance ; for 
nsoft clearly, if it was improper to refer the petition to a 
committee, it was equally fo to receive it when firft prefen- 
ted. 


The prefent petition was precifeiy the fame as many of 
thofe prefentetl laft year, and fiibftanti.',dly the fame with 
thofe upon whidi the Houfe had come to the three refolu- 
tions, voted by a very great and relpe< 5 tal)ie maiority of that 
Houfe on tlie 6th of April* 1780. The Houle then refolved, 
what has now been controverted, 01 exprefsly denied, by al- 
inoft every perfon who had I'poken on the other fuie. I'hc 
honourable gentleman who fpoke Jaft, Sir W. Dolljea, with 
whom lie the pleafure of dividing on that night, faid* the 
petition was prematurje; fof the commiflion of accounts had 
been inftituted in confeqnence of tlie petitions. Granting, 
for a minute, the fa <51 and coial'equejice to be true ; furely the 
giving redrsfs refpeiting the expenditure of public money, by 
no means came up to the prayer of the petitions, nor the re- 
folution of the 6th of Api il lall year; which .iftiims, without 
referve, “ that the influence of the was increafed, 

IS incrcafng, and ought to l>c dintinilhed f’ nor with the 
concluding refoiution, which alforts, “ that it is tlie duty of 
this Houfe to provide an immediate and efied’tual redrefs of 
the grievances complained of in tiu; faid petitions.” 

This argumenr, he acknowledged, only applied tQ fuch as 
voted for the refolutions of the 6th of April; whijie with 
thofe, who were of opinion then of the improprijSty of coming 
to that vote, and thofe who had fince that period come into 
Parliament, it was quite otherwife; but until the gentlemen 
then and now in Parliament, who voted with him on the 6th 
of April, publicly rrcanicd, and afligned the motives for their 
change of fcnt'mient, he had every good ground of perftianon 
that they would continue to maintain their former opinions. 

While he was on this part of the fuhje^l, he could not 
avoid raking feme notice of what had fJlea from a noble 
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Lord^ who fpoke early [Fielding}; it gave him plmfuie to 
perceive a perfon of his rank, at fo early a period of life, turn 
his attention to matters of a public nature, ati^d of puhlie inte* 
reft. He had another reafon for being well pleafed, as it gave 
him an opportunity of informing thd noble Lord of fomc cif- 
cumftances which might have efcaped his notice; and confe* 
qucntlyr, which might have led him to draw concluiiona 
which were not founded. 


The noble Lord laid it down, as a matter not to be contro¬ 
verted, that the prefent minifter and bis mcafures were fup- 
ported, not by the arts of corruption, not by the efteS or 
operation of hopes and fears on difterent mens’ minds, refpec- 
ting place and emolument, but by-a moft refpedable indepen¬ 
dent body of men of landed property, who fupported govern¬ 
ment upon principle and convi<ftion, namely, the country 
gentlemen. No man had an higher refpe£fc or veneration for 
this defeription of men than he had. He knew their value ; 
he loved, he revered them. He was bound to them by fenti- 
ment as well as opinion. People are always prejudiced, as 
it were, by tbofe who think and a< 3 : with them. He was 
bound to them by aft'eftion, and it was with infinite pleafure 
he beheld, upon that memorable night, the 6th of April, that 
out of the wmde body he miffed but two or three who dif¬ 
fered, he prefumt d, from their brethren, upon motives per- 
fedly juftifiable in their origin. He had every reafon to be¬ 
lieve that they were actuated by opinion, and not by fervility. 
They might entertain an idea that the propontions were un- 
truef or the time unfcalbnable, for the reform j and, poffeffmg 
thefc fcntimeiKS, they were not wrong in avowing them. He 
made no doubt, be the event of the diviffon what it might, 
that he fbouid be accompanied by perfons of this defeription 
into the lobby, by tbe whole body of country gentlemen, a 
few excepted, who might continue with the minifter upon 
principle. 

I’he noble Lord^s idea was however a good one, nor was 
it without an intended effeft. On queftions where the 
flrength of I^oth parties was nearly equal, a few votes were 
valuable, and the importance given to certain perfons who 
iwight wifh to rank themfelves with fo refpeflabke a body was 
flattering. It founded well, after arranging both fidesof the 
Houfe under the banners of party, to fay that the honeft, 
independent, and truly rcfpcftable, part of the Houfe threw 
their weight into the fcale of tLe minifter, and made him 
fucceLfal. 



But 
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Bat h« bcggci tbe nnhie Lard to believe hfrtl' that the caft 
was ejia^lly the reverfe, Ir was the trained hfandL iWicler 
the w*cll-known command of the mufter^tnafter-gencraJi to 
borrow a term from his Inrdihfp, who carried every queftiori 
in that Houfe ; it was thofc who in pofiefiion of great 
einoulments of penlion!, and inefficient places; it was the 
cnntraftois, whole profits within a fingle year amounted to 
almoii: a princely fortune; it was the fubfcribeis to the loan ; 
it w:is the man who could make thoufands in a nJorningj by 
writini his name or being lifted in the iljinifters loan j if 
was tbefe men who in the midft of national misfortune and 
of public calamity, in the diftrefs of a luined commerce 
and of muUiplicd taxation,* a depopulated kingdom, and a 
difmembered empire, were amailing fortunes by their fer- 
vility, and gi owing rich by the iupport of meafures w'hich’ 
made other people poor, j'hefe formed the motley groupe 
whicii the noble Lord was plcafeJ to honour with the appeL 
Jaiion of country gentlemen. It was the men whofe names 
were concealed in the minifters lift of the loan ; as well a$ 
thofe whofe “ ftrength of neives*' emboldened them to ftand 
forward as the receivers of eleven p:r cent, on the amount of 
their fubfeription. He was forry that the honourable gentle¬ 
man who rpukc lately under the gallery [Mr. Courtney] had 
fo much reafon to complain thlit his part of the fubfeription 
was not larger. 1’here Wi^ no man better entitled to it, for 
the niinifter profited by the ftrengih of thofe nerves which 
ferved him both as paftime and fupport, Thclc were the 
men who decided every queftion in that Houfe. 

Who could be fnrprifed that the mufter-mafter-gcncra? 
ihould have proved fo vidloiions in the courfc of his feveral 
parJiamentary campaigns ? Who could be fuiprifed, for in- 
ftance, that he ftiould prove victorious this night, however 
improbable, confidering the expe< 3 cd ifl'ue in a light merely 
abftrailcd, onlefs he Ihould have rccouife to his mtunory ! 
in that event he muft recoiled!: that upon a loan of twelve 
fmllions, on-: million bad been fnatched out of the pockets 
of the public, to be dej>ofited : Where ? why to be transfer¬ 
red into the pockets of this new defeription of country gcu- 
rltmeo, that only two days ago, three millions ami a half had 
been voted without account into the poclcers of a few fa¬ 
vourite contraiSiors j and that twenty millions is the annual 
cxpenditurci the profits on wjiich are regularly divided among 
hrs friends arid fupporrers. 

The ufe made of the name of the c<.>untry gentlemen by 
the ttoble Lord, he faid, pet him in m-nd of the glory ob- 
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tailing bjr the ipBVeial branches of the 
Prihce of Conil^ WhUe a ftripling, b n^dc 
my ; he debars his enemies : his faitne blades lifce at *rM!*febr:i 
he is held forth as a great oiScer; and his militaiy knowie^^ 
is faid to be iriftrut^ive ^ the blood *cif Bourbon is 
of hi&fucceffi! but is this the real* caufe ? No; it b ndt 
known that be it put to the head of an army, veteran, and 
difeipUned, inured to arms; and that he owed it to the know¬ 
ledge and experience of his officers; the bravery and military 
valour of his troops. Shall we then aferibe the vidlories ot 
a minifter in Parliament to the country gentleman I ihall we 
fay the moft valuable independent, the moil; upright members 
of the community would contribute to their own and their 
country’s ruin [ The idea is abfurd j every member of this 
Houfe, who gives himfelf the trouble of attention, fees- that 
it is not to the country gentleman, but to that formidable 
band of agents, contraeVors, penfioners, and dependents, to 
which the mufter-mafter-general owes his fuccefs. Thefc 
are the men, who, to raile a revenue, gave thdr fan^on to 
the war with our Colonies ; no fooner had they done fb than, 
actuated by timidity and iirefolution, they abandoned firft the 
revenue, and then the d(»minion ; nay, fo unfteady was their 
conduct that they again changed their meafurcs, and adopted 
that plan which has involved the country in ruin and diftrefs ; 
he would venture to affirm that there was hardly a member 
of this Houie who would ferioufly maintain that America 
could be rccovectd by force of arms j even adminiftration 
themfelvcs from experience know it to he impoffible ; could 
there be any reafon then for the profecution of a war which 
afforded no profpedfc of fuccefs ! none, but in the mean and 
fordid motives of avarice and felNintereft, which evidently 
a£luate the miniffer and all that numerous herd of placemen 
and penfioners who lived by his fmile?, and were iupported 
by his power : was it to be fuppofed that a miniffer inffaenced 
by fuch principles would abdicate his office ! or that his ad¬ 
herents would abanden their intereft 1 No; fuch an event 
was rather to be hoped than expei 5 fed ; his fafety depended 
on his continuance in office, and the moment he retreated he 
was undone. The condictoti under which he aiSls was pofi- 
tive i it was determined that the wealth of this country fliould 
be diffipated, the blood of our fellow citizens tpilt 1 to what 

g urpofe ? merely to fupport his power and that of his ad- 
crents, * 

Vot. IIL Hk The 



; 

' I 1 « , I «• •!■•' • 


A. 17$!. 

The hoiHi^jrible gwtktfiah endeavoured to fltew Ithe 

t^»inftjhrs hoitoiir- 

«bfc frkh^?,5-l«totioii'; -kofoie he IHomW to ifiaFticokrsy 

he thouglH: proptr lo avow that be was a delegate • aip »4 al¬ 
though hf had not petithated as a deltgate^ he fhould not 
have come to that Houfe W ftdrefa, if he had not a£ied in 
that capacity j tl>e troth.was, that he and fevcral other gen¬ 
tlemen were of opinion that the petition £hou!d have been 
figncd and picfenteJ by them as delegAUfi, while others,, 
equally perluadcd of the legality t»f the ineafure objected to 
if for this reafon ; that although tl.e po.prieiy of prefeming 
the petition was almoft univerUliy acknowledged by the 
Houfe, yet that of fortrting airoctacioiiii and appointing dele¬ 
gates was not. They were apprelicnhve (hat if the petiti¬ 
oners Ihould come itf P.irHamcnt 's dehg.itrs that their peti¬ 
tion would lolc foinc p.oi of that fupp .'rt fo neceflary to give 
vt fuct.els, as gentkrhfcft were not perlecily agreed on the 
doctrine, and even gurtd men might d.fl'cr on a point depend¬ 
ing upon opinion. On that guntod be gave up his original 
intention out of defeience lo the opinion of thofe with 
whom be adled ; not out of apprehenfion of danger ; he was 
perfuaded there could be none j (hough no‘lawyer, be under- 
Aood it to be law, that vCrhatCver fights he poilcifed as an in¬ 
dividual he might delegate to anoihei, if not retrained by 
fome pofitive law or reftiklive ufdge; and that whatever pow¬ 
ers he, as principal, could legally exeictie, his iubilitute was 
equally intitled to the fatne. 

He could not help exprelHng his aftonifhment at what he 
had heard in the courfe of that evening *, it was faid, that 
a<Sting as a delegate he could not come forward as an individu¬ 
al, or being conhdered as a delegate, the petition could not 
be accepted. The former be prefumed was out of the queftion; 
the latter h<id been fiequently anfwcied; the argument 
amounted to this, that becauk he met, as a delegate from 
the citizens of Wcftiiiinfter, the delegates from thccounly- 
nieeting!^, he was not Chirks Fox, a citiica of, but a dele¬ 
gate from, the city ot Weitminfter, 

1 his was furely reafon tng in a mofb extravagant manner; 
he wouldidemonmatc its abfurdity by an allufion of a fami¬ 
liar kind, and which would explain his fenfe of fuch a fo- 
lemii mockery of common fenfe : fiiould be call upon a per- 
fon about huhnefs, and after annnouncing it (hould be an- 
fwered, I do not know you as Charles Fox; I know you only 
as one of the reprefentativcii for the city of WcfttAtnfter; 

4 you 



■A. .781., ■!> E B 'A 

^pu mky be Chait% 1*^, bur if, jouire T to 

you on the fuhje^, becstufe I ko^w you before 
of Parliament only,*’ 

This would be a very extraordimir^ kind of condud^ jiut 
it is upon fuch grounds they have ajtcmptcd to defeat theiib- 
je«9: of this ptJtition j we know, fay they, that the perfons 
who have figned this petition are freeholders and citizens 5 
but we alfo know that they have a^ed as delegates from the 
afToriated couiities ; confequently we fliall confidcr them in 
a charaflerin which they donot come before us, and by this 
means exclude them from relief, and deny them that charadber 
which would at leaft entiile them to a hearing, and to a 
full inveftigation of the giounds of their complaint. He 
obferveJ, that thofe who wcie called upon to maintain the 
propriety of the prcfcnt nu^tion, for feiKling the petition to a 
committee, were extremely unfortunate. In the indance of 
laft year, when petitions were ti nned by four or five thoufand 
names j and when thefe petition'' were crouding in from every 
corner of the kingdom, uihat wi>s the language: that the 
petitioners were fo numerous as to create an alarm in that 
Houfe j that their meetings were tumultuous, and might ter¬ 
minate in conmniotions ; ftvnt they ought to be difeouraged, 
and even fupprefied; that Parliament weft* the exclufive judges 
of exiflence of grievances, and of the relief to be grant¬ 
ed. Now a very different language was held ; it was now 
faid, that the petition ought not to be attended to, becaufe 
ou,t of the great body of the people of Kngland only thirty 
four names had appeared at the end of it; and that even 
theft* had been procured by the artifices of a fadtion, wbofe 
grievances were imaginary, but to whofe complaints there 
was no end ; fo that whatever way the argument was ihaped, 
the anfwer was ready, that the object of the petition might be 
defeated ; laft year the petirionf*rs were too numerous and 
formidable to be iiftened to j now they are too lew anil infig- 
nilicant; oh ! (fay fome gentlemen) the tna!content.N <*re nut 
petitioners they are delegates j if they were petinoneis they 
would be worthy of attention ; but when, laft year thev were 
petitioners and not delvg.ites, they afforded juft caufe of ap- 
prehenfioQ for the quiet and f'lfety of the kingdom. The com¬ 
mencement of the troubles, in the reign of Charles f. had 
been reforted to in the preTent cafe as a precedent: n<?w how¬ 
ever, when every pretence for apprehenfion was groundlefs, 
thefe few individuals were meditatidg, in fecret, tne fubver- 
fion of government •and the deftru^ion of the conftitu- 
lion* 
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ifeke ge^limeriV who'^ielS-'i^e 
ib contt^fM^ibfea Ii||ht, that they- were theb, as 
well as nW, equally tnillakeh, eather througn ignorance or 
de£i^, Xhey^titiwei's'of the year 1780, were not a^hjated 
by me motives of fa^iiqn or fedition; neither were the pre- 
fent petitioners lb very inllgnificant as they were held forth 
to be* They jeprelented the fentimeiits of eight great coun¬ 
ties, which in number and property contained a majoTiry of 
the whole kingdom ; and he, would venture to fay, that of 
thofe counties, who did nor petition, a majority would he 
found who were congenial in their political fentiments. 

An honourable gentlenMU, who fpoke lately, under the gal¬ 
lery, [Mr. Courtiieyl faid, that in every government of 
a mixed or popular form, the middle rank of people w'ere 
thofe whofe voice ought to be more tTpecially attended to, 
'They were the true echo of the nation; th-it, equally feparated 
from the contagious influence of a court and the temptations 
of indigence, they were placed in a lituation which commands 
refpedi; and attention. This was an obfervation’that indeed 
carried an appearatjee of truth and plauf’nility; but expe¬ 
rience, even lb far as it applied to himfclf, proved to be to¬ 
tally fallacious. The fenfe of the people, or great body of 
the nation, was, in his opinion, the true criterion by which 
public opinion could be faiily determined. The people were 
now as well as then for the peritiuns, and he proved it by 
the moft convincing of arguments, that of experimeiir. 

He had been called upon by the citizens of VVeftmtqller 
in a very particular manner, before be had the honour to re- 
pi'ol'ent tliem in Parliament. He was called to their public 
meetings, and was in confequence of tiiat temporary connec¬ 
tion, deputed by them to prefent a petition to that Houi'e. 
Having complied with their retquell, he prefented a petition 
figncd with five thoufand names. He was fartlier invited to 
teprefent them in Parliament at duj next general eIe<Slion : he 
protsiifed he w^ould offer his fervices when an opportunity 
ihould prefent itfelf. A premature diflblution foon after tak¬ 
ing place, the moment arrived when it became necelfiiry for 
him to confult his friends and to weigh the probability of 
fuccefs agaiuft the nuinerqus obffacles wiiich fiobd in his way. 
Some of his friends fpoke to him in what they deemed tlio 
language of prudence, that although five thpul'and people ha<^ 
made choice of him to prefect their petition to P^iamont, he 
would find it a difficult rrlatter to procure the fuffrages of fo 
great a number. They urged to him powerful oppofition 

meditated 
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They fai^ to d*^er 
tiin) firom <?|l[eiihg hiialeif i icai^J^afe, Imt l 3 ^^c\y the 
pee^e; he per^erad, and fiicceta. Was the cai^ttehy^.i for 
ndtwithftandii^ the great, natarali and family iotereil lid h^ 
toiincounter; notwithibnding the whole weight ofadmthi- 
ilracion tiirown into the oppoUte fcale; he, or rathdf the 
people, trltunphed over every obilkcle and every ccimhination 
that was formed agait)^ him. 

This was the confeluence of the fupport of the jieople pro¬ 
perly lb called; they could not be bribed nor feduced; they 
were not tp be corrupted nor deceived ; nothing was left un¬ 
tried ; it was a favourite objedl; but all the attempts made to 
defeat his eledfion proved abortive. He was not fupported by 
what is called the great, or what the honourable gentleman, 
under the gallery, called the middle clafs, but by the people 
at large, coming within all deferiptions. And tlie motive 
which principsuly induced liim to mention thofe circum- 
ftjnrrs, was, to iliew that the fieople were friends to the 
petitions; for behdes minillcrial power and family connec¬ 
tion, no art was left unaflaved to difparage and leiien him la 
the eyes of the people ; but how was this done ? Not a fylla- 
i>le relative to his having been an aflbciator or a petitioner: 
no, his amagonift knew too w'^cll that fucli a charge as that 
would prove the ftrongcil reCommcJidatlon ; tlut charge was 
carefully avoided, biit a charge of a very different nature was 
urged againft him, Itwasfaid, he had voted for taking off 
fomc ot the dliabilitles and feverities intiidled on Roman Ca¬ 
tholics, by the iithaud 12th of William Ilf. Not a word 
of petitions; his crime was, that he lurd been a favourer of 
Popery. If, wiOiing to prevent men from being puni/hed for 
fpeculative opinions, refpeifting religions matters were a crime, 
he gloried in the guilt, fuppofed to arife trom acknowledg¬ 
ing fuch an accufation. He certtunly voted for that bill; and 
when a moll tumultuous, outrageous, and daring mob, came 
to the doors of that Houfe, to ovei -awe Parliament, and com¬ 
pel that Houfe to a repeal of that a£l:, he was one of the lirlt 
who fet his faceagainfl fo daring ap outrage. Ht w\'is equally 
happy now, upon recol!e<ftion, that he was like wife one who 
divided in a majority with the miniller, in fupport of a bill 
for putting that matter upon a clear, equitable, and perma¬ 
nent footing. 

Yet, after every means ufed to Icffcn him in the opinion of 
his prefent conffttuentsj, he prt^vaiied. His being a friend and 
promoter of the petitions, proved a fofficient rectimmendacion, 
jmd )]ie was ^stislUd that the lame fpim directed the condu'^ 
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of tilie' fa part'^f the 'ici% 4 jr^tn.': ffc' wo^M,' 

appeal to e^orj- genHemaa prefcjnr, who ftooH in the fame pit- 
dicatnent with hi«»felf,,if they^Jid not find themfelves i’ucccfs- 
'ful in propouifm as.tbey had proved friendly to the petition!. 

Hie was convinced k "was fo^j he bad made every poffiblc 
inquiry which could enable hmi to make a juft eftiraateof the 
fcnfe of the nation ; and be had learned that fortune and fuc- 
cefs had uniformly attended thofe caniidates, where a free¬ 
dom of choice remained with the eletSlors, who had been the 
promoters or fupporters of their petitions. 

The noble Lord, W'ho fpoiceearly obferved, that the queftion 
was totally changed; fipce the Uftyear, allbciattons and com¬ 
mittees appeared, not only in a fpcculative right, as tending 
to mifehief, but bad a^lually prodxjced thofe mifehiefs which 
had been fo frequently predicted by fever.d gentlemen in that 
Houfe. 1 he mifehiefs be meant were the daring, dangerous 
riots or infurre<51toMS inthemonth of fune j winch, from ihek 
complexion and obvious tendency, were dirt^!ted to the fuh- 
vcrfion of all government, to tiiflolve the conftitution, and 
overturn all *aw. 




He was ready to agree with the noble Lord in his deferip- 
tion of the riots, nay, to execrate, in the ftrongeft terms, 
every finglc ftep taken in that tranfafkion, as well as to con¬ 
demn the minifters, who were in ta< 3 :, no niiiticr whether by 
defign, ignorance, or oegleft, the real authors. Indeed, if 
mere appearances in the firli inftanoe, and confcquences in 
the leconel, were to govern mens’ opinions, a man, withont 
being charged with an ill-founded fufpu* on, would be entitled 
to lay, rhai they W'cre the premeditated authors of all thofe 
horrid milchicfs which bad been perpetrated by that execrable 
and horrid banditti. As he proceeded, he jftiould aftign his 
reafons why minifters, at leaft, in this point of view, as per- 
lons iniercftcd in the event, might be well ful'pcflcd ; at pre- 
fenr, he (hould content bimlclf with urging the charge of mere 
ignorance and criminal neglc£V. 

A noble Lord, not at prclcnt a member of that Houfe, was 
permitted with impunity, day aft-r day, to ulc a language 
which, he would venture to aftivin,was never before pei milted 
to be ufed in a Britifh or Engli^ Houfe of Parliament, fp 
long as the conftitution was fuppofeJ to cxift, or tlu' three 
branches of the Icgiflature were permitted, or not contfouled 
by external force. Ir was not difordcrly to mention the 
noble Lord to whom he alluded : he meant Lord Georg? 
Gordon. That noble Lord not only pointed out what he 

thought, 




thought, . Ufid^r tbis tfc^n cxiiliog c?.rciiixnil^&€« 9 >^llgb;t be 
mjcxriiin gt^t q,ueftions of law aiid pbl^^ 
as far as he was able* he riieaot to cbty into ekeentioo oV 
meditated. His predi^ions were ftriiStly verified. Thehobte. 
Lord was as good as his word. told that Houfc, if they 
did not acquiefee in his political opinibns, that a certain clafs 
of people, whafe director and whoib mouth he Was, would 
take the governnient into their own hands, and deal out that 
redreft to tiienrifelves which minifters and the majority of. 
that Houfe profefTed an intention to deny. 

The noble Lord, in almoft every debate, for months, to-, 
gether, held Out a rei«itition of this Lnguage, and a fuccef- 
Ivon of threats. Was not this endeavouring to over-awe the 
legiflature ? was not this attempting, lb for as it went, to 
fubvert the conftitntion ? Minillers, neverthelefs, remained 
filent and inadbive. If thefe had been the reveries of an vn- 


fupporied individual, miniilers might have feme ai>olbgy; 
but the. fo6l vtas. and it appeare^l by the Journals of the 
Houfe, tliat there were great numbers, both in the metropo¬ 
lis, and m feveral parts of the kingdom, who united 
tfcri£llv in fentiment and opinion with the noble Lord; 
yet all this tirbe miniilers leemed to be in a flare of indif¬ 
ference to w’liat was pufling; tliey gave thcmfelves no 
trouble, butfeemed to be waiting for the event, either as if 
they vvifiled for it, or were totally regardlefs of the confe- 


quences 

Immediately before that fat d event took place, an Incident 
hajjponed, which took from them all apology or pretence ; 
ttjr the noble Lord fo often alluded to, puhlilhed an adver- 
tiiement in all the newfpapers, wherein the great out-line of 
* his intended plan was faithfully delineated. He invited all 
thel^roteflant AfTociator.?, to the number of feveral thoufands, 
to meet him, npi in a honlb, or Irali, but in St. George’s- 
fields 1 His realoii was curious; for, befidcs confirming what 
he had fo often foretold, that the Froteftant aflbeiating pe¬ 
titioners, by their own power and number, wonUl redrefs 
themlclves, and compel Parliament to comply with the praver 
of their petition, his Lordfhip obferved emphatically, tliat 
there was no hall in the metropolis capable of holding forty 
tlioufand men. Three days CuccefHyely did this advertife- 
inent appear, but ftill minifters dept. The day arrived i 
the petitioners, and the rabble who joined them, came down 
to the doors of that Houfe, and fjjlly and ftriiSiy verified his 
LordAiip*$ repeated predi^ions ; and that Houfe was no more 
-^Barliiynent was no iqorej convinced that there was nothing 




at ttj'ii ittom<5Bt »H44^ 

^bich ndt BiiVt be^ immediately smd mdicrlirimatelyr 

Ranted. JP'rovidence bad otSered it to be otherwife; foi* 
cfertainlV, fuch was the then ftate of things, that it was the 
interposition of ProvidejiiGe alone which could have lelcued 
this country from total ;uid inevifahle ruin. The minute was 
critical; the people, Hunned and ^onifhed, began to recol- 
le6l and recover their lenfes; they perceived the danger at 
hand^ which minifters fliould have in time averted, and a 


combination of fubfequent circumilances, of the moll for¬ 
tunate nature, united to fave this feemingly devoted land. 
Riots of the moft unheard of nature broke out in almoft 


every quarter of the town; fuch, he believed, as never be¬ 
fore broke out in any civilifed country, in which the Very 
mob got upperraoft, and diredled their lav.Tge attacks againft 
every thing great, good, and refpedlable; againfl the fove- 
reigh pow<*r ; the two deliberative branches of the legilla- 
ture ; the Jaws ; and the magiftrates appointed to adminiller 
juJlice in its higheft as well as lowell forms. He would not 
enter into particulars ; it would be painful; it would he mor¬ 
tifying. It was fulficient to obferve, that part gf this Gothic 
and inhura.nn rage Was dire^ed againft his honourable friend 
below him, who made the motion ; and that by the moft un¬ 
provoked colle<£lion of lawdefs rul£ans, and incendiary vil¬ 
lains, he believed, that ever before dilgraced any fociety lince 
the firfl eftablilhment of civil polity. 

7'he noble Lord^s language, who had fpoke early, might 
be applicable at a former peri^, when mens minds were agi¬ 
tated WMth hopes, fears, refentments, and vague fuipicions; 
but he confefled he was aftoniftied to hear his Tordlhip draw, ■ 
from a lingic fa<Sl, two crnichlfions diredl or implied, which 
the faft by no means warranted. Firft, that the riots were 
the offspring of the petitions ; and, fecondiy, that the mif- 
chiefs which were committed by the rioters, “Were a good 
ground for difeouraging petitions in times to come. In the 
ftrft place, he would tell the noble L.ord, if he was ftill ig¬ 
norant, that no man more ftncerely abholred and deteftoi the 
condurfl of the rioters than the promoters and friends of the 
petitions, both within and without doors; that they were 
marked out by this banditti as the oh^e&s of reJcntmeiit, as 
much, if not more than even mtniftefs themfelves ; and that 
fo far from hurting their interefts as candidates ia ihe ieveral 
counties, cities, and townS'wbich they wifh'ed to reprefbht, 
the fa«£l was diredliy the reVerfe; for the petitioners, almoft 
to 3 man, fucceeded; while it was knttwn to the coii^ltuents, 
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;aSI and coc 

Bagration, ccH^uHoti, And ruin. 

fie would not fay^ thacif^e ni3ib|[e t^ord, wjsoi was 
c^Ot^r crimmal firil; tnQver in thole"hcifrid putriigiKs aM'^I0q^ 
thicJNrharitks, had ahf d<digt»i Aor inrherh^r motives , of 
» veiy criminal nature might a^;Se concealed under it; hijtt 
certainly fufptck»n$ were entertained, that he had beep iet 
up<^ this jbuftnefs by mintfters, in order to flrengthen thp 
hanids of government, then trembling and feeble. He did 
not looic fo far, and therefore formed his opinion upon prima 
/acifi e^jden^ that the noble Lord was in earneft : but iliQ 
he (cpuld nc4 Kelp obferving, whether there was any commur 
.xiication or not ^tween the noble Lord and any of ^he jhft^a 
5 ^ hdoijuifftmtiohi bt^caufe the friends of the fame ad^iptr 
ilration now contended, that the dciegates, or petitioning re*^ 
preieptativesf^ of To rd^flable a body of the freehaldcrs oif 
JEn^and, nft, if not dire^Dy threatened for afiembling and 
a<Sfcin§ as .delegates, charged, at leail;, with the cornmiffioa 
<rf* a crime.jGH' fo doing 5 and tohi, that they are amenable to 
the Iw. i^bjTi that condu^, and ultimately liable to punifh’' 
mentyt^oti^h the.hdvertiremcnc alluded to, and the alTembiing 
3h St, Oebr^’s-ficlds, in confequence of that invitation, 
was what the miniftry and the crown lawyers have Knee call¬ 
ed levying .war w«thin the, realm,^ , which they afterwards 
forked up into a rpcci% charge ipf high treafon. When he 
laid rhji% Ke d^ not mean to re underifood as fubferibing to 
this crown or minifterial law dc^frine j on the contrary, it 
was clearly his opinion, that it was not founded : be oniy 
snentioaed that ctrctnnflunce, in order to fhew how mpeh 
Jh^her favour the noble Lord flood with adminiflration than 
Jthe petitioners did in behalf of a majority of the freeholdepa 
of England. The noble Lord, according to. this.mini Serial 
dcM^iinc of cbttftruiStive treafon, might meditate and; 'an¬ 
nounce an intent ^ commit treafop, or atfluaily commit it. 
To far as the intention could conflitute the crime } while the 
.pre&nt petitioners were in a manner proferibed for no other 
seafon, than hecaufe they had preiented a petition to that 
^ouit:„^gned by more than twenty names. 

He.iKouM now go batdt, and n^e an obfervation or.tyyo 
upon>what the noble Lofd^Tb cdten alltuled to, {Lor4 

dFtpidipg]*—The noble Lotd^^ud* riots had fecured to thp 
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as .wdl44s WiKie!ratjcMi jn tlite exerdf^ of that additional power 
\iiith ^hich the public prefervation haid neceflaxily veiled 
theaa. The firft aflertion he had i^ffeady fully anfw^ered, hv 
dtsmonftiatiiiig, that it \vas ihi the friends of the j)etitic«ls 
who lud imy hand, ,dire<^ly or indirectly, in fomenting or 
cO^miiring tlie riots, but the niijiiflers, by their lluineful 
iieigledt: and inattention, or from worfe motivei; and as to 
their wifdpm or moderation, they wore, he prefumei^, intit- 
led to very little merit or, if any at all, only that Ipecies or 
degree of merit which a carelcfs or mifclwev<5us fervant 
wotdd'die intitled to ciaiin, w^ho had pennitted his maker’s 
hojxfi^'to take fire, and afferwardif excited himfelf in elfeiStiiig 
its extimfiion ; or jjcihaps the iimtlei would be more fit and 
applicable, if he fliould fay, of a IcFti^ant who had wafitonly 
fet Ins tnafter’s houfe on fire, in ordci- to eftahlilh a claim 6f 


favour, in proving his ability and fliill in after wards fliflin'g jt. 

That the riots were a fortunate circumfiai)ce for this cp^n- 
try he denied; on the coiitnu y, it could nevei* be feculieiSled 
without a mixture of horror and regret: but he was ready'to 
allow, that it was a mofl fortunate cireumfiance for ihioi- 


Hers* At the mofnemt that thofc riots commenced, admmi- 
firation were crumbling to pieces; and if tlwy had been pro- 
traibed, or liad nc^ hapiwiied, it mjrfi have luffijred certain 
di^lution, as they would not have dared to fiieet the then 
Parliament again, nor ^ejitured to call a new one. 'v 

After having, wfith his ulual abilities, dwelt fome tirne upon 
the circumftance that the breakingout of the riots operated 
to tho political falration of the minifier, he next turned Jiis 
'attentkin to the imputed wifdom and populaiitv of the prerent 
adinimilrattOii. lii contradiction to the firft, lie gave a cor- 
rciS. cto upon a fmall fcale, from wluch ip-ai^ieraTed 
thalt fill tmr misfortunes were owing to the mifcohd«(£l and 
fatal bbfhnacy of the King’s furvants , and as to their popu¬ 
larity, the pretence to any, claim of thiit kind was out of the 
It W’as evident, he laid, that they were eq[ually 
miftrufted or defpifed, not only by the people at large, hut 
what wfie mote, hy all the firfi: chai-a^rs in the two military 
'profisSsons, idic navy and aiiiiy, which pre&nted a mo^ me¬ 
lancholy alarming ai^^; hecauife i% invoIvf4 this confer 
^uence» 4 hat wi^m thofe appe^mted to deliberate^ and tliofr 
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;Xtiires; ihouM fuc^fied, leaA fu<;pee^ to. ai^yj 
pate extent. Sknated as this nation Was, we, n; ^ 
able heads to deliberate, ai^d the nftjfl: ikilful hands to ; 

but if men of the fiiH talents in Jthe profeffion w<st«‘jdfjriiyen 
from the fervice, or difeouraged from ejitering into It; the 
moderate men felt this difeouragement, nay^ if the very avowed 
triends of government declined fervice, confeious that they 
could neitlier underiland nor obey the orders or iiiflru^lions 
under which they vrere to adt; or, having obeyed them, that 
they were hire to ftand unprotected by their principals, and 
be liable to public difgrace ; where was the man romantic 
enough, however warm or xealous in his country’s caufe, 
who would daretofaci.! uich a variety of rifques and difficul¬ 
ties, and that fcarcely without the hope of being able to ha- 
lancc them by rendering the itatc any material fervJc3e7' ''?t Was 
out of Jiature--r.no fucli character could be found. He Would 
however mention one exception, but that exception ftood 
upoji peculiar ground—he meant the gallant and fortunate 
Adnnral now in the Weft Indies, Sir George Rodney, of 
whofehtgb and meritoiious Cervices too much could not pofli- 
bly be faid ; a man to nboni his country owed every fenti- 
ment whicti gratitude and juft admiration of his prmeffion, 
(kill, and indefatigable labours, could fuggeft. But it was 
well known through what cluinnel, and by what means that 
officer was called into the lervice of bis country ; he had a 
“near rel.uion in adminiftration ; he would not fay that was 
the channel, but he believed it was pretty vvell underftood 
that be was not the choice of the noble Lord at the head of 
the .admiralty. 

He then, with hts iTfual feverity, att.acked the whole body 
of minifters, and faid he begged leave to make one exception, 
though the perfon meant was not in that hut the other Houfe. 
As an honourable gentleman juftly obferved, early in the de¬ 
bate [Sir Geoige YongeJ that a man’s independence w$is not 
.to be meafuredby the greatnefs of his fortune, or'the num¬ 
ber of his acres, but by the frame and texture of his mind ; 
by his difregard of trifles, or matters of little value, when 
weighed againft public virtue. The man to whoni he allud¬ 
ed*. the Lord Chancellor, came within tliat deferipumr. He 
wiis able; he was honell j, and hi| poffefled a noble ahd. inde- 
pehdent mind. He was the oftly 'perlbn who formw ' a part 
of, the prefeht adminiiliratlmi entitled to, the JHis 

fccftotion ahd ftttiafioi] among his colleagues ej^ly 
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fv3m-'Ui&, aftd'thwarted,^hJjUiV tb^- 
ey^ry obi^l^ibi.^o^ hi* fittiation unealyn But f^^omhiy. 
c#h ‘great ment^ refourccs his fpirit broke forth, expreffive 
6f the injuries intettded," an,d the'poatempt in which itw held 
tbepn« "''' ,>'•■• 

'i'he honourable gentleman under th© gallery, whppoflefled 
the happy knack or perceiving every obje<Sl in all points pf 
vipiv hilt its trde one, had, in his peculiar flile ot ridicule, 
tlfough by the grcnTeil pfcr\ erfion of common reafoning and 
common fenfe, concluded, that thofe whom he jflileti oppo- 
fition, or with whom he had the h.^nour ufuaily to vote and 
divide, always exulted when bad new ,s was received; hecaufe 
the more adverfe oui aflairs turned out, the more unfortunate 


we W'ere, the mure likely the credit of the miniilcrs Would be 
and oV courfe the greater probability there w^onld be 
of a cnange of admin ift rat ion. Now, if the honourable gm- 
tlCman had been in the lead aetjuainted wirh the fuhjeif.i, he 
would have drawn conclufons of a direct oppofite rtatpie 
from the fame fa< 5 ls. He would have :irgiied, that the more 
unfortunate and difaftrous we were, the greater lil.elihood 
there was of tlie piel'eiit let of men retnaining in office. It 
was their blunders, mlfcon(*iU( 51 , and misfortunes, which hail 
proved their beft recommendatjon. In proportion to each, 
their fupport and power increaled, and if any jufl or certain 
eftimatf could be ai all made, or drawn from experience, as 
foon as the public affairs came to be wifely or fucccfsfully ad- 
mihiftered, from that very moment their power, confequaned,"" 
and exiitence, as minifters, would be at an end. 

He exprefledhis aflonifliment, that gentlemen, particularly 
fudb of them as had fat for any confiJerable time in Parlia'- 
fneirt, fhould have fo far miAaken its true nature and eflfenc-e. 

It Was obferved, with much decent folemnity, that the laft 
Paithament was no more; and that the prefent differed from 
it in hiany of its features, and in none more than upon the 

3 ' now before the Houfe, refpeiSling petitions and a fe*. 

rhft of gficvanceis.'’ He differed widely from thofe geaitle*- 
meo whoreafoned in that manner.' He fat in the firft feffion 
fof the laff parliament, and he well remembered the tcmper'of 
ijie'Hotrfe, and the decided, nay, Very extraordinary majo- 
ririo^ by Wbidi the rhiniAer carried almoA every qu^idn. 
Pfe'Avw long enough after to fee the opinion of the Mdufe 
h^fiy m oqmlibrk) upon the ]($tefumed merit or demerit of the 
minlfter. was a'witnefs to the fenrie Houfe, refolVi* . 
fcg, tnfltfiiikfe of tffe crown Was hidf^edi Is inorea*- 












dFj^iie' llotilfe''tc^ ^e immediate-^ktt’^'^^«al,^^ 
l^fevanbcs of the people. 'tTjefe were fottie of 
Stores of tl>e Kifl Pariianjent. tVJicn, thetefor#*, 
drew concl\if.oni5 from the declared fehfe of the Houfe, 
firfr-feffion of a r»evv Parhainent, heViflied to remind 
that many things happened in the firft feffion of a new j^ar- 
liament, which, perhaps, did jiot convey its prefent fenti* 
ments, much lefs hold out a plOt^e to ininiftefs that the pre- 
vuiiing fentimonts of the time were genuine, or promifed t» 
Ije permanent. 

jin the heat cf conteft, in the diverfity of opinion, it was 
impoffible to fpeak with entiinvy *'‘nd micilion. ' He doubted 
not, hut fome w-ho voted in the Pfliiiament might have 
had their psrt'cuiar teafons on both Ad' s <S the queiKion j;; 
but, iv.i’kinrr a!l Dir allowanc.-s, he lo; ked upon himfetf in* 
tilled to Dv, thn* whether the rTolutions of the latt fieiBons 
weic owing to ito ver^tr.g ((*w;4jd:» its natural demife, and 
thefe of the prefem ferdon owing to their being rendered for 
feven ind-'.-pendent of their confiitnent'!, ftill a great, 

numcn U;, and tcfpe.^tablt bedv of men ftc.od forth the cham- 
pitms of the j.-e-'vpic and the fup,/Oiters of the popular cauie; 
the fame men, Wdvo h-id rt inaiued unfiiAkcn in the mofi mar* 
tifying, unpleafanr, and diArouragmg fituatiOns, would, 
Iwhenever occafion rendered it tieceflbry, aft in any other 
capacity, which the voice of the pehple, the neceUity of eh§ 
itiines, or a call of duty, might render necclTary, Tneir fe- 
^rdlution, their m iniintD, their pcrleverancc, had been mam* 
I'feftcd in their A r-atorial capacity fo often that it Would fee 
jncedleD to dwell tipon the iubjeft, or emCr into particulars, 
d'I'he fame mind, t.’.c fame fentiments, the Aiine ftile of think* 
^Jnp, aod afttP'/, would fuit ilfelf to every proper ocCfAoA 
|which might prcfeni itfvlf. The perlohs he alluded to a^d 
^rom convlftion, from a fenfe of duty '; the)’' were ncitlbcMO 
frightened, fed lived, mifled, nor corrupted. Yhe 
Ifcrtitudc which hail led them through fo many trying Atua* 
l^ions, fined them for feenes of greater aftivlty arid mote per* 
^onal hijzard. His honourable friend f Gejleral BurgoyneJ 
had exprefled himfelf fo riobly, in the early part of tbe 
lebate, had altnoft pfeduded birn from avowing his own psu:* 
kulaf fentiments; but as4ie was on the fubjeft, he thougfet 
w couW notbfctter expr&ft'them, ^thari by adoptirig ^ 
^^5 honourable friend, whfeib Ithkt as he had’ * * 

kfe to of to 
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',Wh im^:i'iti]tht\t 'fem^ ir^vComAi^rt'tfi-^o 
tW^c^ iite lawa autfedrifed ths Call tftia 

li^uiefcenct; he nacant, fo ibon a*' any ^ireS inroad waa 
jinaclc 0** that confthutitoa, aftd tlidfc invaluable and incftima- 
b^hlalSfvga and privileges it was tncant to lecure and defend. 

iPiUblic virtue, he made «io doubt, would always in the 
end tBumph over public per^dy or want of principle. Men 
of talents and fiuccrity had nothing to intercept their view of 
diftant objedls | nor were liable to have it diftorted, or inif- 
reprefented^ through a falfe meliunu This was the cafe of 
his honourable friend near him [Mr. Burke] which, appella¬ 
tion he deemed one of the greateft honours iortune could be- 
flow on him i a man, who, with the virtue of one of the 
heft ciitraens in the virtuous and unCiHied times, united 
:^C&ities of the fii ft-rate oratorthe mtnd and extenttvc 
'lrhow][edg;e of a pbilofopbcr j the learnin*^ ot a real fcholar; 
the manners of a gentleman j the humanity of a mrualift; 
and the charity of a Chriftiap, Yet none had fuflered more. 
To nis knnwlcdge he had been hurt in a particular manner; 
an fuch a manner, perhaps, as no perfon but one of his frame 
of mind could withftand. This gentleman, diftegarding all 
h^al prejudices, or perfonal motives, was of opinion, that; 
'the people of Ireland were intiiled to the rights of humanity 
and ceftntnerce, which is included in ihofe rights. He dif- 
Ifered from his conftituents (citi«ens of Bilftbl); as he had 
;fec honefty to tell them, fo he bad the fortitude to ad up to 
’jhis hvowed fentiments. Minifters were dcafj this nattSii” 
sraa infatuated j it was blinded by prnudice and a narrow po- 
Key. What was the confequcnce ! That juftice which could 
not be procured even by hi« eloquence, was fought and pro¬ 
cured too in another raanner. In what way ? By the point 
of the bayonet. The afibciators in Ireland obtains by their 
bayonets what neither the noble labours of his honourable 
the calls of julficc, the claims of humanity, public 
emWde, hot found national policy, could effedi. Ifrlaml re- 


f ratiwoe, nor louna nanonai puiity,.v.«uj« iw- 

rdfed her qwTiwrongs; Ihc healed her own wounds ; (he took 
« kind^ fatisfeClioo for her own ipjurics; (he was, in fhort, 
free*, fts« vyiil be happy j for (he has fixty thoufand bayonets, 
litdy to point to the weafts of her enemies, in cafe any at¬ 
tempt fliould be tntde to ftiatch from her her natural eights, 
to tpeit a deaf car to her juft clainis of rank and proifcftion. 

TW noble Itofd on the fanto b^ich with him [JUird Mait- 
>1 .hhd a^Soi*dBd hiiti g;tjtot .ftitisfttiSH|pn; j^ivdibip.^l 



■i^C'_inde]^ed,t^^^feiii for_i^ R,?v^t«^^ ,. 

«]'.ue0t blcffings,' it^vaiatiiges,'_an4' V!r|4^«' ;fl[oWKi -1^^ 

i'b?it tranfadikm 4 , (5t>f the Haboy^cr ^ |lKe adi of feit'lfit 

tr^/\t; i»nd in fliffl't, for ?fvcry ^ 

Tons> frccinen, or Englt’iJjmen. )V,i,''',, '. -V’’ 

He^ tntertfd .pretty Hiuch at jla g | #' 'it>jto thp fubjeA of'^tbe 
promifetl advantages which migW^Pf fxpe^cd freun the ap¬ 
pointing a comtniiEon of accounts ; ahd fhenied to be of 
opinion, that nothing ferious or ready ufcful was intended. 

He contended, in point of law, for the propriety of ap¬ 
pointing COO) toil tees, aflbeiations, and delegates. 

He ccmU not help entertaining the Houfe, before he fat 
down, tic i» d, with a private anecdote. He knew it waa 


not proper to rcUte private converfation ; but as he ineapt 
to fupprt'fs ibe ^ of I'he geiiticman, he hoped he fhould 

itand acquitted in the opinion of the honourable gentlemaik 
to w:hoar he slladed as well as to th.’ Houfe. He was quef- 
tiuued by bis friend relative to the figning the prefent peti¬ 
tion; he hoped it would not be prophetic of its fate ; but 


when his friend/poke to him, he told him, “ If you fbould 
ftgij it as a delegate, by Heaver, you will be hanged ; if as a 
petitioner, by Heaven, you will be laughed at.’* He did not 
run the rtfque of being hanged, for the reafon before aifigned; 
he now only run the rifque of being laughed at. 

After drawing a parallel between the adminiflration of 
Sir Robert Walpole and the prcfcnt, and endeavouring to 
prove the legality and right of the delegates to petition, lie 
obfetved that the learned gentleman over the way ffolicitor- 
general] had been taking notes all the evening, and was ap¬ 
parently preparing to rife to anfwcr him. But what he had 
before obferved, it was plain the learned gentlenian was 
puzzled, as he had for upwards of fourteen months been 
making up his jnind. He hoped he had at length tajjsen a 
decided part, and< that he would not go away, as had been 
culbomary with him heretofore, without voting; and foe 
this reafon, if for no other, that an honourable gentleman 
near him {Mr. John Townihend] who, though intending 
to profecute the uudy of the law, to which he had yet dedi¬ 
cated hut two years of his time,,informed him in a whif- 
per, he intended to vote for ilihe quefti'on ! His hpqdur- 
aUe fnend was the lepnod gendSoiairs colleague (bo^ re- 
^mfimtatiyes for. the city of Cambridge) he hoped ^dkerefq^^ 
tho Seamed genUeimaa would emulate his coUeme, and 
- determine 
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bbipi, ^119 preparing 
Qve tile Moufc, sis had 
taia who fpoke |aft» 




by ho jG^#a,ijs agree wkb, that ho- 
,W^c, by, him on his 
conduil^^. ^uej^on has been difculTed 

in Houfe ih anther foiro* ,, ^ , 

Ho had a higher opinion of the ^eat drft0rical |>0W'- 
eri> jq^cnninon, aod ailaaoft unriralSd, taints ipf theho> 
fiourable gentleman; hot he irufted he sva* jent fp totally 
^breft e»f the ability to diiefiminate, compare, at^ decide, 
tOf be blinded by a mere glare of talents, .when bpppfed, 

' sthparently fubvcj-five of the very firft principles ofeom- 
jil^n Jspfe and common expcilencc, as well as deftru^ivc of 
every fopod rule of judgment-, formed upon,, or conne£l;ed 
with, fair arguments and conclusive deduction. 

Before however he proceeded to debate the j^efllon, he 
wiihed to fet the honourable genileman right, as to a faff 
which he had flated with great confidence; a ftiM milrf^rp- 
fented, ,or rather totally unfounded, a,nd whiph lie prefumed 
«ras not through delign to mifrcprcfcot or tnil|ead the Hou£b, 
‘ but merely from a want of rccolle^ion, or from mifeone*^- 
tion altogether. The honourable gentleman had repre- 
iented him as doubtful wlrcthcr the freeholders, citizens, and 
Isurgeflcs, of this kingdom e^ukl conftitutiorully prelent a pe¬ 
tition for redrefs of grievances ? the honourable gentleman 
faid, he had been fourteen months making up his mind on 
^e fubjeft ; that he had hitherto deelined to give a deciiivc 
ipptmon one way or the other; and by the preparations he 
making, the honour&ble gentleman exposed to hear him 
th« ni^t, 'forthe firft time, give a fpecihe opinion, and fcal 
ithis vote, which he had.always hidieito withheld. 

Tfhc truth was, that the opinion'he to give that 

night, ;viras the jame he had declared upon a former occalioU, 
>wl»n dhte qucfllon was firft agitated; and that was, that the 
l^mQfts:fIli^d*tOj were not. npop the legality of pre^uting 
pd^ons, bundle mode, propriety, or ncceility, of framing 
and preli^tifjg df^; as to :his havii^g fpofce on a j^rti- 
:eVemng^ and hatvthg epoe aWay before the. i^uelbion 
ifraa put, k wi|s*tFuehehaddnn(^^^> but his mofi^es were 

and as fiefi^refaiir 
- ■ 


deliver this night was ^e fatne Mie deliveircd laft ' 
that he hswJ ntiither h^tatcd nor fince cfcaBgedl'ihis 

ipind ; and that it Was not but the realbh ^^ich 

}\e had affigned, which was thef canle of his going home i^e- 
tore thfc J'ioule divided* , ’ 

He had ever undcrftood, that the right of petitibnitig for 
any Hegal or conftitutional purpofe was perfeal^' mflinable, 
and it would be idle to trouble the Houfe with 19 fclf-evi¬ 
dent a pohtioo : he had attended with fome degree of atten¬ 
tion to the difcufllon of the fubjeift, fo often as itba4 
debated to that Houfe, and he did not recollect a 
infiance in which that pofition was denied in direft exprtfa 
terras ; he wolaid therefore remind tlie honourable gentleman, 
if any farther proof was wanting, that he had not waited to 
make up Im mind upon a point which no man;controverted, 
and upon which, if be had hefitated> he muft have ftood 
fingle. As to the mode and occafion of petitioning thcjre 
were various and corttradiftory opinions ; and here he doubt¬ 
ed he may have continued to Hand fingle, and muft conti¬ 
nue to do fo. He had himfelf, upon two or three former 
occdlions Uid down the law, and the right fpringing out of 
ijj^ upon as general and broad a bafts as any man in that 
Houfe of any defeription ; as even the honourable gentlen^an 
himfelf f but while be was willing to maintain the right in 
its fulleft extent, his duty as a member of that Houfe, and 
his v.cai as a citizen and a ftibje£l, pointed out to him the 
neceflity of qualifying and explaining that right, to 
where it was proper or might be dangjerous to exerctfe j and 
to ftate fuch exceptions as were neceffary, for the mamtenance 
of the public lafety, of good government, and for the pfe- 
ftrvation of the cboftitution itfelf, . Regard was firft to , be 
bad to the conftitution; the fovereign power of the kgifta- 
iure was to be mamtained ■, that Houfe bad its conftitutionai 
rights as wCU as the people, whofe reprefentatives they went, 
and for whofe behoof they adted as tfOftees j and the de- 
fcrifif^on of the right oli^etSl and jponfequence of pi^lttqpihg 
was, ii^ai it did not lifiirp hpoti*any. other of the privileges 
or rights of any of the ^hef powers created by the iiconftttu- 
'tidn't wlieneycr fueb^urpafiofi' wifS' made, 

Vot. lU. Mm ; was 


^ htttj 

they'd 

‘ 'mucKi|ie’'iooght' p% 
whiOb faiTl,#,a'ihibunfM 







mcnililtethe faiBe-ia ««! ® 

thSi Jwa^ he P^ 

tbe «Wfe i« fix* a iiittttef 1 »»li> entire it to fee Wit 
«See. In one fehft it iisp^ to be M * 

MtitioB figned by ftirty-foor,X^- Lt. 
^«wl«ge»ae mentif the nmoft weight '“S’*™ 

as individti*, by no mWns “f *h«.^‘f \f*'S^hoT&ts Of 
to be confld^red equal to a miqoritY of the^teh^ 
England. Take the petition ra another 

the'iJHtitioners being 5“ motion of the 

tlaifek^Miiiwn was fflch, as fully juftifted in -^mmlttee 
iSSe banmct, that of being/^fT.^ oc- 

of the whole Hoafe, and the relief "fj'bJ „ 

cording »a the Houfe fhoold conceive the 
ill founded. For hiapait, ‘‘**‘,^’*^'”6 , Aj 

Cnger to the grounds the delegates, could *» ‘h« 

Houfe for redrefs. They were a aefcription of «»*“ “ ^ 
tqqwehcofion unknown to the conftitution •, 

TtaUiute that they had-a political "X 

aBV evidence how they came to be conftituted, ho , J 

X AeywereappOinW I If, by »nunit,e^. wto ap^inud 
them comrai'tees; whether by a paw, a J ,> j- 
noray, of the frtfdiolders in the refpeftive f™’ 

*.ro’queftions whir*; would naturally 
Md which would inquire to be not only fully but fa gf a^ 
rily aBfwered before any judgment could be J* | 

if lairly apfointedj, they were teal, °'*ar 
fee ronaued fey diat Houfe; or, if leg*'. 
faich^Te^refentative of the cminty, city, &c, by which fh y 

"^1:^.StKqueflionycry:blp on the 
ground,teholders hames ^*S“®**-*^ ^ 

5 »etc ftedloidhrs and cuixens, were not of fuftiCic^t we g , 
conftdered aa in^Yidaak, to call 

«<3ftt o£^ai 4 li*tAent# or inchite that Houle to come to th^ ^re ^ 
SecdndJy; thatthew was flo piwt before tl^ 



l^oofe payi%-m.a.tl)pitjt^'^> ^..,^^tioa'» U «offiiiiig;:iri0(^' 
thp delcgftcci^. mat he ibp;^' adi| littk op ; 

that it'-witaa 'u^tter of,.j^erp'fptteq^o% whether ther«i|^<# 
ations jb oftexi alJuded'-^:hild;fQ^y.'4^!^^ that way^Wii^hof:^ 
TUoTe* who argued agaipA fot^ a^emh|[ii^ h« had a to 
prehnne argaed.from what they ddfciocd and well ibandw 
ed a^pr^eniioiitt. Tho:Q& who approved of thep^y at l&a|t a 


Cioiild be jpiccdfary, it was attended with danger | becat# 
when fuch aflbeiations wpre entered into j when the tTHiidJ 


nicn were agitated^ and carried forward to objects of rdloiN' 
mation, and in ibme in^nces of avowed innoratioa^.tip man 
could ^y where it would end. National ferment once cre¬ 
ated was pot eafUy quieted } and the views of die ableft men 
might be <4;^ru(£ti^, and themfclves overborne by that power 
to which they undefignedly given an exigence, in order 
to promts, the moift beneficial purpofes; but which in. its 
exercife might Isc employed not to the raaintcnancc, preihr- 
vation, and improvement, of the conHitution, but to itshnal 
overthrow and utter fubvertion. He would fwppofc, for an 
iuftant, that the prayer of the |)etkioa was reafonable ; that 
'Parliament ihoald ncverthclels turn a deaf ear, and refufe 


the redrefs fought; and that the delegates were vei^dwith a 
legal and coniliiutional authority, to controul or compel Par¬ 
liament to an acquiescence in their defires. He would defy 
the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, or any other gen¬ 
tleman in tbit Houfe, to point out the means of reconciling 
this power to the oxiilence of the conftitution; or arguo 
Upt^ xuy one poffible fuppoiiuon wliich would not radtoally 
afieft every claim to pro]^rty, rank, and all kind of politi¬ 
cal efiabliinment, if the rights of Parliament were, as they 
muft in the event be, either fufpefidcd or fubverted. 

He wa%. induced toconfider this do^rine in plainer and 
mote diftinft terms, on account of fometbiug which fell lOx* 
wards the conclufiofi of‘die honpbtabk gentleman’s fpeeeii 
who j|iphe laft. The hi^ourabk; gentleman^ in fpeaking of 
•^e ixindud of the people in Ireland, had made dbe eulogiuni 
of thp alTociaiors diat kingdom m the mo^ and 

M ro a warm 






fitsrOBlT;-' .. , .^ 

lueiSt..,, ■ H« ^ap|i&ve^;ro|''’' the afrot-k^'" 

tlicir waih^Dgcoi^(!^iftce^ftiiir''the' 
i^j|)i^, i^"their grlevaoci^ tUJ 'ad0^i|(%’ were ri)^ m ihi<* couo- 
it might be^easpcdici^'i^'iej^hft^ the peace 

an<|^li^incr&j apd cc^tlem-with & ^ d of 

govci^menr, to admihiftcr relief. Th^ honoavnblc gcotle- 
cian iaid, that it was the*peffbalion conveyed by the points! 
of fixty bayonets, lliat made converts of the Bri- 

tifh adrhiflfratii'n; he ^denied the faflj and the qt^hclufion 
drawn in the manner and for the puvpofc ikkd» That the 
people of .Ireland bad armed, and allociatcd, was well’hKown; 
l^t> th,i(ifr they armed and pointed their ttrclockB, .Or fixty 
tlfei^l^^’havoncts, to the brcaifts of Engliihmcn, or pointed 
tl)i<^ this nation, he never would allow. They armed 

for theirown defence, againft the foreign and inveterate 
enemies of, their country, notagainft their brethren ,m.-Ertg- 
knd, or their hftcr kingdom; in order, in the midift of4ev, 
cliftrefs, perils,, and cQabarralTments, to cxtortf conccpoos 
from hci <lelilra£iive and totally lubvciiive of the hacurai and 
political union fubUfting between tlicnt. Such a iponduK^, tb 
eaB it no worfe, woviid be bafe, unmanly,, and .uncanditl. It 
would be beneath a generoas nation, and ufiworiliy of. her 
well known national character. The truth was, a narrow 


cxclulive policy had prevailed in this kingdom, as unwife as 
it was cnjiift. The perfons comjMJiiag. the Britifh minlftry 
(aw the intere&of both countries in its only true ligjht; they 
perceived it could hp ooly foandcdin,4:cciproci and a mu¬ 
tuality of beutfits, and that it was^mad as well as cruel to 
deny to that country its natural and gcographicai advan¬ 
tages;, the nation at length adopted their leetimculs j the 
eonfequenoe of which was, that the two kingdoms, vy^ch 
had.h^en always jfirmly united in affeftion and political:«on:- 
Btaion,. were now equally, united hy :|he Jkotigeft and moft 
indiiibluhle tye, that of intereft. 

He conld uot .avoid taking notice. 'Of., feme ftrong e«- 
preilion$,»v'whicli were nearly conne^led in at rai^incnt and 
fentimcttt with the opinion ^emertalnecl by the honoprahle 
gentkm^n, of the ufe of the people of. keland intended to 
inaMtyyf the .fi|ity thoufahd»bayonets. The honourable gen¬ 
tleman kid^ that in the courfe, of-a long and unfuccelsM 
^ruggk^r inade by him and his friehdain oppofition, to the 


mca<* 




c»^Mh tfA . ,■. ...-, .. 

niti6ri;’co)Ql4wwii^ no lef|^©iPoa,"yl''powip^ 'lipw* 

ever They had 

wichftood cvc,fy tfj^ir integrity, 

fears, to'ahrm their a|i.^h€|irtoti%;si^ deter tiicrU’fr, 0 ^''’a''v. 
inafliy and'^irni TclHtenee'f.tOithtf:-|irQl^ d'cfigns of Xkp^f^- - 
clplcd and ambit kjws men, Th« hdnotiraWp geotlcnicriWsed^ 
fltll a^ftep farther: I he pTophec^^&d, that l;W lame men, poi* 
Jefiing thejame minds, if called upon by the wtte 

ready ao^/wlUing to obey that .call whenever it fhdjaid become 
necelTary,, Ti»s was fit ong Ungwage indeed ! or it imported 
nothing, Tt-icottld not allude to’a pcrlcverancc in a mere par.- 
liamentaty oppoiitlon., iucli as the honourable gemleoa^i.had ^ 
fo rc]>eatealy protuiled, and in the inftant he 
bad pledgcd himfelf to,; if it was to be received in 
it inulVlpe, thttt .the honourable gemlcnian, and 
rabhS fdind under the gallery, who held the fatibejl^^ihguago 
early in 4h«. debate, [Cieneral Burgoyne]] were ready, with- 
ohit any >quaU:ficauon wdiatcvet cf tke ^ pr juilice of the 
caiij to feek rfedrelV in foine manned," not as yet defined or 
pl^fcipribedi by the-cpaiftltutio®. Both thofc gentle men 
delegates; they had boihfigned the prefent petition as in^<<- 
yidoaU; if for'Ino other rcaion thca, he Ihould b^ again'ft 
giving way to the defires of peri'ons, who, while by thdr 
petition tliey acknowledged tlic lupremacy of Batliament, 
feemed to think I’-arltauiiCint to be a fuliordinatc. power in 
fiate, when they profes^d ihcir rcadinets to the wifites 

antd obey ihc catl of people, when the-people mould think 
it necedary or expedient^ 

He d welt a confideraHe time on this argument, and £ki4« 
while he totally condemned afibciations, committees, and 
del^ations, for 4 he cheating cert;uia< purpofes, he t%>rt 
agree •with the.honourable gentleman, and was- lorry tp. .difk 
fer with fevers,hh^<^hhJegetttlei|iea whofpoke on the lame 
fide with himfelf, that the riot^, in. the month of J uue, weto 
produced by me p^tfsipns. prefeijtid Hoitfe in thepit>. 

pediog ipring* He .coincioed in I’entiment with, ilut hpi^mr* 
able gentleman, and was })erfuaded.’tl*^y had not ^ the 
jnofk'.^diftsmt Be,,;pi,^ffijnted from 

nourabUl^eotlemah .in ofse cirepspfenc^ relative 
was pjieafed to call tlie,,,,fi’Own. or minifierial dpdl^rines, ,re- 
Ipe^mg tieafon, .,the^'ftatute^ p the 

yrard III. for he took it to he clear indifputable Lw, ’ wlie- 

tber 
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A,!?!** 

thcr ppfitivq or oonte^t^vs i |t ha 4 

from that tmso ^rntm^ ^ ilih« he Tpeokmg, 

been hel4%» law^ the an4 tiieie- 

by competing it to eftniSfe a new^tr, or to refoiltH or rej>eal 
an old one, whether di^ife>rcc wa'« arrayed, armeA or urtarm- 
ed, was deemed a 'var witJdn the realm, and conie- 

^oencly was mcludea in the dc^lption of that fpecies of 
treafon, as provided alnd dedar^ by the ftatuto of the 2<th 
of Ill. 

The hononrahle genileman had aitnigned the condwd; and 
coudestnned muiilterj! in very confident ,md fevere terms, 
and, as cdUal, adduqed the American war as a proof of it, 
and fuppofed, that every pcifon in that Hou(<*, who fwpport 
cd it, had done fo upon the moft abandoned and Oorrapt mo¬ 
tives* It was not his intcntioh to rife to deb-itd the charac-. 
ter’of the noble X^ord in the blue ribbon, he neither oi^red 
K^ilance, nor dni he know, if he ihould, that it would 

asMiaiipted of, or fivounbly received. But tliis he would 
lay, that the American war was become neci’^y, and called 
for no ftwh aid as corruption or ielf-interef for It* 

The honourable gentleman fuppofed, bur for motives of felf- 
intereft; for the pofleifioii of j?owcr, place, and emolument. 
for contra^s, douceurs* and {ubfcripticms in the loan: that 
lunety-nine of thofe who heard him Would unite in repro« 
bating the war. A learned friend of his, l^Jr. Uimnmg, on 
the day he propofed and carried his leiblutions lo often al¬ 
luded to in tht debate, (6th of Apnl, 1780, committee on the 
petirionih) tnade ufe of an argument of a f milar kuui. Ue 
leJ^red the ermmittee to tlie haiguiige heid out of that 
Hoofo; to j^vate converiations, or converfations in the 
Iheet. He ocqsfofl^, fucfi a fpecies «d proof did not bring 
home con vision to hi$ mind* He was not rauglw to «olleei 
the fentiments of men a^ng in a public capacity frotn a 
random computation of ninety-nine out of an hundred, 01 
ln»m whifpers or private colloquies, 01 runnit^ converfatiofis 
in the frreet. He had learned to tpeafutc the real Opinions 
of j^blic men by a very diifrrent frehdaedi fMimely, by theii 
public cottdudl, for which they Were only nefpimfible to 
their country and conftituents; not to thdr private 0ondu6l, 
of which, ac fmators, no man could properly know, nor of 
courfo jodge or decide upon. 

He could, however, fiy a few Words from what he felt 
from his own immediate enperienCo. He was fiV'c to declare, 
riua from the beginning, he difapptoved of the American 
i ^ t * warj 








war,-; 

- 

wElcil fellow:^.. 


. 

^ ,,j« 

wa$ ^e moft im^rtumite bii| smea h« fail t|M>l^ 
begged leave to add that ^ <mxtij 

*l'hc war, thoagh operati^s were c^m 
could not, properly fpeaking, be 4|^ip^p or called tlie^ Af¬ 
rican war* From tlie moment France declared and , 

took, a part in the quarreh'thcn fnbfijftingbet^en os anchor 
own fubjefts, it was no longer civil dilpute betWQC^ the fo» 
voreign power and a part of itsfubJelQts, ;bot in c|«i^-lWc a 
war waged with our foreign enemies, no mattusr ^here the 
Icene vvas changed. When, therefore, he faw a majority 
fupporting the American war, h® could eafily conceive, 
their reafon was to cruih the various enemies of this' , 
rry, who were all flr»gj|nng for that ob]e£h The leshined) 
gentleman concluded his fpeech with declaring, th^it 
lie was an enemy to affociations, there were occa^h®!® vvhm 
they might be legal, and when even resumptions vvould he 
conil^ittitiotiad* '• ‘ 

Mr. replied, at lengfli, tfeo-the arguments of the Mr. !>»■. 

gentkmen who liad contended for the illegality of allbcia-»»»vf' 
tioas and delegations; - and, with hb \tfual energy and pr&» 
cifion, fupported this great privilege of the as 

ly confornudde to tfe fpirit of the conftitutipn, and not 
contrary to tije letter of the law. The honourable and 
learned gentleman who had fpok^ai Jaft, found it necef^ry to 
l:«gin with explanation, ihlML he might not end . with incon-v 
hftency. U'nd<|!ubtedly“tl'ie learned folicitor hiad enough of 
ingenuity and good fenfe to difeovdr ths6t ini^ifion was no 
longer necedary to fncceCis; and . #iat, as he had gained, his 
point without doors, it was now his bufmefs to. make him- 
felf ufeful wh^in, and to exert thofe. great talents wb^ds 
he had lb laudably dvtiproved by fiudy, k^bithe fervice of that 
minister, whole pepetr^jion had raked him to his pirelhnt 
rank. It was,th0r^ispfe»Mle.in gentlemen to remind him of 
former inconiiftencies, iltice it would be no reafon for pre-< 
lent or for future deviation. The ieaunjfid gentleman, when 
it was ^icceflhry, liad feafonaWe h^ifpohtions; and who 
wouiMliay, that twelve o^clock at^n^ht ,was not a becomin|| 
liowr j&y all good meiv. acfd ^jpeciaHy; for a Solicitor QetierS 
of whofe office iwjqaked from him the duties 

nm,aiti#n and example, rtor^o to reft! He had not,» doubt 
but the learned gentlemMt would in future prevent the poffin 
bilifcy of rctrofpeflive acCufations; and after having adopted 

hig 



would 




_. iiinuj'Til 11.: f\ 

.wAtKy.i^d^^tiou i' h}xi ^.he 

if was 

alrw4y''appt'oacli:ili^;to^ »tWcri-M5ftv“to 'obierye, the 

. he '4fi eyj^ <itcaiion fo much to ad- 

leave tho diSgifi td tmfomen who, even before 
th^'^^eral. clecliDU;^ Weitt CoiiS^^i: imwitc eiMnigh to take 
a^diSsitflded : '• ' " - ■ 

s Giksat atiti greater induftrs^ had been <,'xerted,. he 

Tati, fm ;^b^. vain endeavour of inaintaining, th.tt afiotriations, 
comixs!its(»^*^''Of corceifrondence, delegations, and petitions, 
to that. 'figneid' with ihOte than twenty'' names, were 

contrary, to law and tite cC)^h:iu>tiori. He wa? forry to fee 
,5AU';V;!5.i^;d indufti7.envj)loye4 ^ idly ; bui indeed it re<juirc;d 
^ any thing like a colour to fach. a dodtrine. After 

been lo ably advanced h)*' gentlemen on the fatne fide 
,-ol’^i^tefiJoufe .with himfelf, it would not be nrcefUiry to enter 
r^ of the <|uc.ftion of law. "It was a 

clear in the conlliiotion of tlii? country 

that the peoplohad a right petition thcii reprefentatim in 
Pariiameht, and.it no tne.uis true, tl>at the iiutnbci* of 

. tannes’’ iigned to any fuch petition was limitmh Tiip a<9. 



to tho JCkig, or to eitlter Houfe of ParliariRont, if figned by 
more tfeaip-twehty iperion®, for altering the f:€^ligion oi the 
lsw% .^iomipjtetcly re^W in the hill ..of 

rightsi which declares, ■*f If this alticle itieant ahy thing, it 
meant ir» rellbiie to.:tlie |«>ople'tliat grca.t privHejge which the 
the sSt of Chi^i^ calfifulated tOfiabri<ige, if not to take 
away/* ■ I’he Houfe, in ddlherating nw this point, ought to 
refer to the caufe of that deqhiratofy: Article.,, The abridge- 
tsient^f the priVtlege of the fubjeiSfe, hy ttie aO: of Charles, 

f aye rife to the demand on the pan of the-people, and-the 
ecfeatioti on that of the emwn ;, in con^uence of which 
f^“pfi^i1ege was reftorodi and the again in 

all its force, ’I'o argue that the aift of Charlies w’’as now in 
force, would he as,puerile’Smi abfurd to coat cud that the 

prerogative of the crownfSdll remained in its full extent, not- 
withitaildlng the deebtra^ons in the bill of right.s, I'hefarne 
argument went in favoulr of prerogative that tvas alledgetl in 
fkvottr of the adl of Chari#. If ^n it was true, that the 
people of this country had a rightpetition the JegiHature, 
|hey had a right to alTemble together .for that purpofe, and 

while 
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while their meeting was /bber, peaceable, and onJerff, it wa* 
ftri6tly legal. But it was laid, ihat alJbciations were unctMaifti- 
tutional, and committees of correfpondence and delegations ; 
arguments were drawn from the Scottifli hiflory to prove that 
they were dangerous, and from ,t]ie liiftory of France to 
prove that they were unconllitutional: the nonourable and 
learned gentleman, who had tuheii this method of fupporting 
the propohticu had betrayed its poverty; he mu ft indeed, 
be profli'il for arguments, when he had recourfe to the ex¬ 
ample of countries, which were either involved in defpotifm, 
or tom by diiorder, for the proof that was required. In this 
kingdom it was the pride and the happinefs of the people, 
that the laws confidcred the intention, and the guilt or the 
innocence of an adfion depended on the que amme with wliich 
it was committed. Aflociations, committees of correlpon- 
dence, and delegations weie not criminal, merely becaufe they 
were fucli, but their illegality was deduced from the intention 
wir,h which they were termed, and the delign which they 
had to purlue. There were many afI()ciatioiis in this country 
patroniied even by the crown .itKl rccognifed by the legifta- 
ture. Aflociations for the purpofes of commerce, of bene¬ 
volence, or of Iciencc; there was nothing terrible in the 
name, nor would they either be a bit better, or a l)it worfe, 
if they wore to aflume any other name, and call themfelves 
companies, congregations, bodies, aflemblies, or even con- 
grelles, every thing depended on the nature of the inftitu- 
tion. 3f an alTociation was begun for the purpol'e of curtail¬ 
ing the legiilaturc, of dcftroylng one of the tliree conftituent 
branches, of detbioning the King, of reflfting the execution 
of the laws, of altering the cltabliftied religion of the empire, 
or in fliort, of committing any violence contrary to the con- 
ftitulion, and fubvtrflve of order, government, and domeftic 
peace, it was certainly illegal and highly criminal; it was an 
afTociation which ought to be refilled by the civil authority, 
and fupprefTcd by the intervention of the laws; agalnft fuch 
an aflbeiation the laws had fuftcicntly armed the executive 
power, and minifters would be traitors if they fuffered either 
by wilful tieachery, or blind negligence, fucli an aflbciaiioii 
fo far to grow and ftrengthen itfeif, as to be .able to furround 
the Parliament, and with aims and military array, over-awe 
their proceedings, and force them to what they pleafed ; but 
an alTociation even of this nature would be legal in certain 
circumftanccs ; if even a period f^ould arrive, when the three 
branches of the legiflature, the King, Lords, and Commons, 
fliOuld by an unconlfitutional coalition meet in one inafs, 
and fail to have diftant opinions, and diftant independance; 
VoL. 111. Na if 
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G©sftmonsj forgettii^g tih^t lir'^i'ii afid their ftntv# 

hecome. the flaves of either or of feotlithc other powei^; 
tfeifR it would be no longer illegal for the eormncmalt y of Bri- 
t4in to refume their jull: /hare 'm the legiflature; and the 
jaeans by which they aceomplifhed tfaw, wliether it was hy 
Ibliociations, bv remonj'rinnccs, or hv force, would be not 
right but lamlable; it would be an honourable imitation of 
the conduct of tbeir ancedots, bv which their confiitution 
had been wrefted from the irpacity and from the violence of 
prerogative; in fliort, ailociatioiis were always tohejuHihed 
or condemned by their iatendon ; and in order to form a juil 
(tBiixiate of thofe which had lately been fonned in die nioft 
telpefdable counties in England, ir was naceffiry to inquire 
what was their purpofe, and wliat had been their proceedings ; 
had they been Ibher, rpnet, and peaceabl ■ m their dn]>artrne.it? 
or had they by adfs ol riot an I violence menac'^-d the legif*5i» 
tore* or dihfrderrd the community? I'heir grcatch 
couid not charge them with uproar, or even with heat; tln-iv 
proceedings liad been grave, tleliberat(% and mderly; thev 
had met to exercife a lawful right, that of petitioning their 
reprefentatives in Parharnent ; and in dt/mg this, tltey had 
©bfervc'tl the inofl; flendy decorum, and the ftrierteid regard to 
public tranquility. '1 he tenni of their aPbeiating, 

Was to fupnort, hy h-gd and i-'inRitutional meafurcs, their ps- 
titioti to Parlinn ^nt lor the jpdrefs of their gnevances ; until 
they deviated trom this relelurion, and were guilty *^1 mea- 
fures illega.! ai>d xmctinflilv'ional, the iinputarion could not 
be thrown epon them; 'h*tt they had formed conimiin.ts ct 
csorretiaamlencu and thef^ Cv'.mmitteershad appointed delegates, 
from tios mesfint' conchi/ions were drawn againftthem. 
before a iwliy decifior* was rtirtde h<twCvcr, it 'wa« fit to fee 
whtJtlter ther-j was an y ih.ifeg in the delegations difl’erent from 
that body which ioinud them, and from which they received 
their pow'ciK. Was their j'urjsoibdifferent? no; itwascon- 
fcjSedly the liuTte. W hat was the nafure and extent of their 
powers? -to endeavour by all legal means to give effefl to the 
petitions of the |icople; by all legal means, the itiAant that 
they went farther, they went bevond their powers and loft 
the title which tlu y had received. Was there ever a peti¬ 
tion prelewted to th;u Houf«, when there were not feme per- 
fons, more or iefs in number, in proportion to the inipott- 
*nce ot the objed, who were not 'delegated to attend the 
prr^efsof the petition, ch.i7ged with inftnnSiions to concert, 
and agree on the heft meaBis of accomplilhing the 
lirHhes of dbeir coni^ituents f Was this illegal,? Certainly 

not; 
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not; it was pradifed cveiy day, and whether fmdl perfons 
had tlie name of delegates or of agents, it was a matter of 
perfcd'l indillerence; the appointment was the fame, as well 
as the defign, and they were both to he brought under the 
fime decifion, either of legality*qr illegdity. Ail this -the 
learned gentleman thought proper to fay, akhoiigh ite knew 
it, he faid, lo be foreign to qyeiijon, hecaufe it had been dae 
foundation c*f all the arguments againll the petition on the 
table; that it came from men, who in another place, but not 
in that Houfe, wrre fufperSied by feme perlbiis, wlro, upon 
moll fiihjccis would not admit of fufpicion or even of ncjto- 
rir-ty as a ground for argument, to be delegates j it was idle 
and riiliculous to let up fuch u reafon ; there were no delegates 
buff tie that Ifonk\ they knew of no delegates, and tiv;y could 
n‘je,cl: nn ps-tilioii on account of its having come from delc- 
gat<'-, hecaufe no luch jictition Itad come, nor was before 
them. The learned gonr!<'inan w.th Ids ulujl energy, ad~ 
vi rted to ff .'rr.d of the argunrenr \ that had been advanced on 
the other fuk-, .mJ oaio nded that the Houfe ought to agree 
to rhemotion :is u ztiatr^T clu‘nti:dly due from them to the al- 
jiioll unauitnoi.s lecjuifirion of their conflituents. 


Mr. Gcmrat Ipolcc in nnf.ver to rhe learn<‘d gentle- 

man, ari-^ dir.igrcz.d tvnb hnn in his i ic^; oF the repeal of theCt-/;/rtf/. 
aft of CIkmIc. il. l>v the Utciriration coutairicd in the Bill of 


Rights’. It b very true thar the Bdl of Rights declared 
lhar if was the I'jht tk ilu; {uhje<f,t to petition, but »t by no 
means (aid rlv.u if v.mh thrii right to petition m gre«t bodies, 
and by its fLuce if ft-emed to acquiefee in the adf of Ch^flvs, 
rather than to repeal it. He jcferrcj to the ]aiigua<;e and 
opinion of Lord Man: Held, among other law authorities on 
this poim, and quou’d his words, on the charge delivered by 
him to the oil the tiial of Lord George Gordniv. sHe 
faid the ebufe mentioned in the Bill of Rights had refer¬ 
ence only to the cafe of the feven sifhops, who had been 
brought to trial for petitioning James IL relative to bU pro- 
cUmation for liberality of confcience, iflued under that pre¬ 
tence, but intentionally to favour his popifh ftibjecb, who 
laboured under numerous difabilitics created bv laws. 

Mr. D, Cokti fpoke with fome heat of a refolutioo of tiKMr.D.Ctiti 
court of delegates, publilbed Sri the news-papers, in which 
his name had been mentioned with unbecoming ftieedcnn. 

Lord Mahon rofe,' he faid, to explain to the Houfe why LordM«iw 
his name was not figned to»thc petition. It was from no 
dread of the cbnleqUences, and from no dijfurence opinion: 
hut he did not clearly know whether bis inBru^ieipt ai^tlio- 

N n 2 rifed 
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rifcd him to go fo far. His inftrudlons as a delegate from 
the county of Kenti were to advife and concur, not to peti¬ 
tion. 

Trtrner argued warmly for the petition, and 
unter. Commented with k,een fevdrity on the aigumcnts of thofe who 
had endeavoured to bring obje^iops to the motion, by call¬ 
ing aflbciarions illegal. He reverenced aflbeiations j it was 
by allbciations that we were made a free people ; and if evtr 
are to be delivered from our prefent Htuation, and relloicd 
to what we wpre, it muft be by aiTociaiions. 

LorJ S»rrj(, Lord Surry l^poke a few wonls in fupport of the motion : 

The queifion being now loudly called for, the Houfe di¬ 
vided j when the numbers were. Ayes 135 ; nocs 212 t 

Ad^iy 9. 

As loon as the ordinary bufineis of the day was oyer. Lord 
North rofe> and apologifcd to the Houfe for being once more 
under the necefli y of moving to difeharge the order of the 
day, for taking the affairs of the Eaft-India company into 
conliderstion j but fuch was the ftaie of the negotiation be- 
him and the dirciSlors, that though he could not fay 
with certainty that propofitions were made on their part, 
which hfj as an individual member of Parliament, could uri- 
dcrtrfjt® to pronounce altogether fit to be fubmitted to that 
Houfe, yet that there was a great probability of fucb piopo- 
fitions being before him in a few days. He therefore hoped 
the Houfe would permit the order to be difcbarged, and re¬ 
newed for that day week. 

Mr. Burkt rote with a degree of unufual warmth, and 
faid, it was high time the noble lord Ihould determine the 
bufinefs one way or another. Were they to have the mat- 
tcBof a renewal of the company’s treaty fubmitted to them 
this year, or were they not ? It was idle, and a contempt of 
Parliament, to talk, on that day [the gth of May ; of bring¬ 
ing a fubjeft of fo niuch importance before the Houfe this 
wfilon. Gentlemen knew what fort of attendances were 
likely to be given after that day, and if they had turned their 
minds to the fubjedt at all, they muft be convinced that the 
affairs of India formed a confideration extremely intricate, 
weighty, and comprehenfive j a confideration which would 
sequire much difeuffion and much inquiry. For the noble 
lord, therefore, to come down week afeer weel^, and fay, the 
dire^ors were not ready with their propofitions, was tr^tr 
ing Parliament, as the noble lord was too apt to treat it, with 
^ntempt; the dire^ors perfeSIy well kqew what 
pargain they could afford to agree to, if it were po^ble, un- 
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<3er the prefent circumfl-ances of the company. Their minds 
muft, long before this, be made up to the circumltance, and 
it was abfolutely trifling with thar HoulV, to alk for ariother 
week ; did he mean really and hotuijule to iiiform the Houfe 
next Wednel'tJay, how matters flood between the public and 
the company^ or did he not ? It was high time that an end 
Ihould be put to the fallacy. 

'I'he muiifler knew very well that the charter muft be re- 
rowed ; and therefore though Leadcnhalt-flrect might be to 
blame for being (o tardy in its proceedings, jl.'ll the miniftcr 
was nor lefs To for not bringing the matter before Parliament. 

The bufinels was, perhaps, of the greatefl: magnitude of any 
that had ever been difeufled within thofe walls, yet there 
was not a fingle paper moved for, by which the Koufe 
couid be directed in forming a judgment; they perhaps 
would be called upon to declare to whom the terrirorial 
acquijiiions and the levenuc in India belonged, whether 
to the company or the Crown ; and they had not a Angle 
document before them, which might affift in foiming 
an opinion on the fubject. It looked therefore, as if the mi*- 
nifter wdhed to cheat them into a |udicial dcciilon, without 
fufTering them to hear evidence. The minifler was endea- 
Yourin.: to d;aw a revenue from the company; but was he 
taking any lieps to fecure them from bankruptcy, by fup- 
porting their credit ? Whatever might become of their in- 
veftments, if the territorial revenue was taken into the hands 
of the Crown, bills mufl, and would come, from India oti 
the company ; and their credit muft be fupported, or the idea 
of a revenue would be abfurd. 

Sir Gify Cooper rofc, he faid, to fpeak to order. He wass;r a 
forry to interrupt the honourable gentleman, but really heCe*?’^'^ 
muft beg him to keep to the queftion; at prefent the fub}c£t 
before the Houfe was not how able the Eaft-India company 
were to give the public an advantage for the renewal of this 
charter; nor was it the proper time fpr the Houfe to difeufs 
the merits of the queftion, rcfpeifting the territorial poil'ef- 
fions; but whether the order fljould be difeharged or not. 

Mr. rofe again, and informed the honourable gen-w 
tleman that he perfedlly underftood what was the queftion, 
and with all becoming fubmiffion to himfelf he conceived 
that he was fpcaking pdrfeftly in order when he was giving 
his reafons why the Houfe ought not, either in regard to 
their own dignity, or to the Importance of the fubjedf, dif- 
charge the order before them. They ought either inflantly 
to come to the fubjeft, or to call for fuch papers as would 
2 give 
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give fficm an o]ppnituftity of informiug. themfdvss cm the the 
point, that whew they come to Hifcurs it, they might not 
be as much emharrafied as the noble JorJ in the blue ribbOft 
fcflriied to be. His condud on this occabon had been hijrhly 
^irrcfpedlful to the Houie as well as imunnus to 1.!', country j 
and tilrhcn rhe prefent motion wan tlilborcd, Ite fhoulrl thtnh 
it would be proiicr lo ihas. the iloule Ibould (ui Wtd- 

ll€fd^ky next proceed to inquitc into the* coiuiui‘1 oi' the mihle 
lord in the blue ribbon, with rcfp<*6l to the Kait-lnd.a com¬ 


pany. 

Mr. Secretary ett ffar ro.’c, aoci fuid the noble lord had 
treated the Houfc wiih every pothble rcfbtrl irt regard to the 
India company. Tn;ic he had given n-uely riorice of what 
he thought it nec/fliiiry to fhjte to the ricnfe upon the lubfci^d. 
That fince the hoirlays, the isohio lord had opened io<? buti- 
nefe prettv largely, a.id h.ui '.r'rorme.’ s;crwtlcmen b ?w Okitie.s 
ilood at prt’lent, ao’-’ wrac ht coriMoed .o' Lite -noper Uiorh; 
of proceeding. Wnh !\gard t» the rcfv'w.-l of the compa¬ 
ny’s charte*, Ml'* t'ccietarv faid, he ronce:'.cJ that, it wo'iitl 
be better to li ttle, this bulincfi, ihi.s ve:ir th#tn put ir o‘T to ano¬ 


ther jcilion } a variety of reaforis wonid ofji r thcnilelves to 
gerttleoien’s minds in pmot of this alieruon-j and gentlemen 
tinift iVc, that in the agitation of a treaty ot' tnat kind, fome 
time muft ncreflarily be fpeni, 

Cta. Smiti General contended, that It would he confi- 

'^eriag the prefeni unc£rtai:i fituation of the company's ai- 
fairs in India, to bring in a fliort hill, as an bonourabk- and 
Ivoith-y Sicinbbr [Mr. Dempftcr] had a few days fince «d- 
vifed, for continuing the company’s chaiter one year longer, 
than to make any definite bargain juft at this cHfis. The 
General ftated, m fopport of this advice, that at prefenf the 
company were uninformed as to the real ftale of their affaiis 
in Carnatic, and of the late eruption of Hyder Ally, and 
cstofcquently could not ipyith certainty fix their a bill ty to 
make a bargain which would be of advantage to the public. 
By the next year al! this doubt would be removed; the com¬ 
pany would certainly be perfe^ly mafters of the late tranf- 
adiofis in India, and Could better fay, to what they were 
enabled to accede. The General therefore -ftrmigly prd&d 
the noble lord to bring in a fiiort bill, and take the matter up 
coolly and difpaffiOnately in the earfy part of next fe/fion. 

Lotdffertb. expreffed his aftonilhtiient at the warmth w^th 

which Mr. Burke had fpoken, and ftk! ho was not cmifcimis, 
either on the firCfent, or on any other octafion, of tie^ring 

tht 
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the Houfe with conteiiTi>t. He was fare nothing Was fafther 
ther from his mttjntions ; and, with regard to the Eaft*India 
hufinefs, he coold not hut imagine the honourable gentleman 
had rnifundorflood him, fincc no part of his conduct appeared 
to him to merit the iealf repr^henhcvi. He had, as bis ho- 
nouralde friend had frated, given notice before the holidays, 
of his intention to open to Parliament certain matters rela¬ 
tive to the prcTent fuuation of affairs between the KalUlndia 
company and the public. 7 hat notice he bad bten induced 
to give. In conlequence of the company’s net having offered, 
propoflrions for a renewal ct their lie expected 

thrv wtadd hare dune. In pnrfuance of rhnt notice, he ad- 
dreifed the Hottfe foon after the recc fs, a^id Hated a variety of 
relative fafiS. Since that day the cha:; man ai'.d deptitv chair- 
m.u; lu'.xl V. .rli 'him, and a gf'oci deai cd co;n eriation had 
I :;bed the fubjefl, which Itc ws'. .;ti to undeiftand 
'V', betvunrhis ar,d W'edn:. !■ !:■ y lu Ailintittcd to 
thi' 'Md;,.iner.r < t a gcvTal rontf jv > ’eto;:;. it appeared 
>'•. Icm, mat** rMniglit e^' ptit ii ,> '' i'en'.*; fort ot train, by 
■ ujgot'’irl''!' being agitarcil j and wbi-'O thr'v v'^cre fo, he 
eanf tu {'.ibmit the whole to the HmiT', vdio untfoabtedly 
W'-realutv cnmeeunt to ratify e.ny bargain. Jnich had been 
fbe v.iif;!. of the tranfoiSli/jn / and he was .'■t a loH to 'know 
to what p'.rt of his eonduet in the bufinelb blame was impu- 
Ubh. 


’i'Ue order {',f tb.c dav was dh'diarecf,!, .::‘d it ■'vas titoved, 
th::t th< b.'.ifunds be taken into conud,.L.v,h,'i) n.x* Wednefuay, 
vhif h wa:- carried. 

Ml. P,i^>kt !h''ii rofe. and Tiid, he K*'’ w not whether ke/;,j, 
fSioiiM conclvth* with a or nut f t! i < lllbiv a motion 

might grow out of the cunverfatK'n, ; fv! ih.*i w<mld he per- 
fct^iv conlonant with the order of P.uiiaincntary proceredings.' 
IVir. Burke then went into a warm lUfaTfion t.'f tbu prefortt 


flate of the India company’s lituation, and alked the noble 
IfOrd, whether, as well bcfide making a new bargain with 
the company, which mull, he faid, be a bargain in the air, he 
had turncfl his mind to preparing a fufiicient fupport for the 
company's credit, I'uppoTing tlvat on tlie arrival of news from 
India, bills ihould be drawn on the company to a largo amount, 
and a fobllantial fupport from government fi.ould be found 
neceilary ? He faid it Was notorious that the commerce of the 
compa*¥y Was not a fourct of great profit, that all their pre- 
fidencios were in debt, and that bills would be rlrawn upon 
the cennpany, in Leadenhall-llreet, for the inveftments of the 
fliips now on their way home. He flared the neceflity of 
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keeping up,the credit of the company, and ilfongly urged it 
as a matter worthy the noble lord’s moft ferious coimdcration. 
He contrafted tjie conduct of lord North all'o with the con- 
d«(5l of the company, and contended, that though the noble 
ioul did not fcem to have taken the proper pains about the 
bufniefs, the company, as foon as they knew it was to come 
before Parliament, had diofen committees, and referred the 
whole to their inquiry and examination. The noble lord, 
be faid, ought io have hce.n ready, for he knew tire hiihncfs 
muft be brouglit forw’ard, and he had fcarcely any other mat¬ 
ter of importance to engage his attention oil the fefilon. 
Were gentlemen in any degree prepared to enter into this bu- 
fincfs; which, from its complex nature, and extreme delica¬ 
cy, required the fleadieft heads and the firmefl hearts ? In 
1767 , when this matter was fully and maturely invcfligated, 
there was a body of evidence, and an inquiry, which enabled 
gentlemen to go into the bufmefs with fome degree of know- 
ledge; but of the few who attended to llrat inquiry, he be¬ 
lieved there was no one who now remembered it. hlr. Burke 
apologifed for the warmth with which he had fpoken, and de- 
Jfjred the Houfe not to impute it to bad temper, but to its true 
motive, a little elevation of that fpirit, and that indigiiant 
feeling, w'hich every member of Parliamt^nt ought to glow 
with, and muft neceflarily glow W'ith, when he faw the mi- 
ni/ler prefume to infult the Houfe of Coinmoiis, and treat it 
with contempt, 

Dinp« perfuafions to thofe C‘f Ge¬ 

neral Smith, that the noble lord in the blue ribbon would not 
think of driving a bargain with the company for the rejiewa! 
of their charter, juft as circuniftances ftood at prefent, but 
would leave them the little remains of commerce which they 
yet enjoyed, as a fource of provifion againft the difheukies 
that were to be expedfed, and continue the cliaiter for ano¬ 
ther year by a ftiort hill. hlr. Dempfter rrtniiulcd the noble 
lord, that tlie potentates in India w'ere at once merchants 
and princes, and tliat depriving th«.; company of all their cafli, 
and fxhaufting their treafury, would be a moft dangerous ex¬ 
pedient. 'I’lie converfation ilopt here without any motion. 

May JO, 

The order of the day being read, “ that the Houfe rcfolve 
itfnlf into a committee, f w the purpofc of taking the reports, 
made by the commilhoners, appointed to ftate and examine 
tile public accounts of the kingdom, into confideration.” I’he 
four reports made by thole commiffioners, were, upon mo* 
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tion, referred to the faid committee, and Mr. Ord took Jiis 
feat at the table. 

Lord N(.rth then rofe to cuter into the involtjgation pro-^-^ 
poiVii. Be begun with obLrving, tliat the four reports had 
lain lo long upon the tabit^ that ii^ cer.tlemaii could have 
failed of ieeijjg and eyaminiiig tlieiri minutely ; and therefore 
the committee \vv.u!id not think it w a§ now tact earlv to move 
fome resolutions on tlic ground of thefe vej oris. 'I he com- 
inifhoners had veiy wifely and jtriitk'nth'^ followed the rules 
pnScribed to tlvan by the adf under wblcb tV*cy were confli- 
tuted. 'riiey h.ui hrft inejuired into the recei;/ of t'le pub- 
J?r revenue, to flu- nlielher tlierc were any fiuns, to tin- hands 
of the receivers, wliich ouglit to be paid into the K>,chonuer, 
and .any errors in tho cc'liection, any walb; or catravagance 
wliidi ouglir to br amt nded. They then inom: ,-J after the 
moiK-y in the liands of the payinalters, or tiu-i: cm'C'IU'I', to 
Ic'iwjjat part oi' the faine might be paid in ar l aiiplied im- 
iTii.diatdy to the public forvico, jn tiio hril of rlj&fe iijijui- 
rie;-., undonhtediy, thtie w.-'s nut fn inucb to . ype'led as 
in fh.; ieroncl. Die perception of tho pobbe revcime was 
as f'lnple and crc-movmcal, if net more fo, than that of any 
ctlher country, .and knv regulations could be tiuvdo in its re- 
iurm o^^'.njy matcri.d advantage to thc-puldic ; but at the fame 
time there certainly might boamcaidmcnts p: opofed, there. uiiidiL 
be inconveniercic-: u.-moved, vvbicli bail crept in, fromtinu; lo 
time, and had grown imperc.'ptlhly'into abufes. 'riicy hail hrit 
examined into the tvcc-ipi oi'ihcland-t.n,. wlucls bcirig the moll 
marena!, as well as th ; moll ample branch of revenue, natuiailv 
occuiTf-d to tlu.m t!i“ urft, and was, in fact:, pc.intcd cut to them 
by Ikulianu'ni. I'heir full repoit w.is loiaiiv on tijis ilib- 
jedl; they bad iminiied vciy narrowly into tLc fyltem and 
inanagenicnf of this jxirt oi liie public reveiiu.' and aflot 
flaring t'lc iums that wvre in ihe hands of ihe rocei w‘r.s, g.i\c 
an opinion, that me.ifurcs Hiould bctakin to oblige room to 
pay in the money to rhi- JZxchccpjcr locmer .dier il,.j collec¬ 
tion than they had been in the habit ol doing, aud more; 
agreeable to the ipirit and provihons of tho act -.vli.ch 

they w'ere eflabljflied. 1 his matto re'.^nii-ei ieufc akc-iuion, 

The land-ta.x, his loidfliip iTijiark-.d, w.is (oil fled by 
perfons not under the immodi.ite contioui of tli;. i.aciicc^uur, 
but there was an officer fubiedt to tiic ox.iminannn and or¬ 
ders of the Exchequei- and that W'us, the tea ivaii-gcni-r.il 
of each county, Nowit appcai^'d, from the leporl of the 
commifiloners, tliat their weie certain luins of money i;; the; 
Iiands of feverai of. the rcccivers-general, which ought to 
VoL. HI, Q o li:- .'O 
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have been paid into the Exchequer. Thi§ was titidoubtedly 
a faiSit, hut it was thus to be accounted for ; a cuftom, as old 
as the land tax itfelf, had uniformly prevailed to fuffer a con- 
fiderable portion of the receipt to remain in the hands of the 
receiver-genera!, and for this reason, the poundage allou’cd 
was not deemed hv any means a fufficient remnneraticin for 
their trouble, T hat this ciiJiom was iometimes carried much 
too far very probably might lie ihe cafe , but the genera! ex- 
cufe made by the receivers-general, when they were W'litten 
to, on the fcoro of compiaiiit of their delay in remitting 
the colledxion, was, that they found an extreme diffic ulty in 
procuring bills. This excule might have Ibmc foundation in 
it. Indeed lie himfelf had frequently had the fame made to 
him by his fleward in Somerfetffiire, who had defended his 
not remitting him tlie profits of hi.s eihite {boner, by imput¬ 
ing it to tli’s difficulty of piocuring good bills i bur there 
might alio be, and indeed he believed then; was, a conflder- 
able portion of pretence in tlv- argument, and the receivers- 
general frequently nibd it when it was nor liriftly true. At 
the fame time that he {aid this, it was neceflary to ilate, that 
the receivers-general of the county in which tliev w’cre then 
fitting, and of the city f»f London, always p.iicl in the full 
amount of their receipt as Ibon as the mcnev came into 
their hands; and the rcafon was, the fum was lb large, that 
the poundage upon it was an ample reinunerafion, and they 
could have no excufe to m.'Le on the lubjeef of procuring 
bills. The receiver-general alfo of the county ot Kent did 
the fame, and probably for the fame reafon, his receipt 
amounting to 8o,coch J>ut there were counties in which 
the receipt was infinitely Imaller, the two counties of Well- 
moreland and Cumberland together, paid only about 6000 
or yoccL Other counties paid 12,000!. others a 3,000!. 
others 15,000!. others i8,oool. and others 19,000!. I'he 
poundage which they received w'as very )ow% being only tw“o- 
pence in the pound in counties where the duty amounted to 
a confiderable fum, and threepence in counrics where it did 
not. The expences attending the execution of the office 
'Were great. They werts obliged to go round the county» 
fbme of them twice, fome three times, and foine four times, 
in the year. In their journies they were attended by two 
perfons, a deputy and a cleric, whom they were obliged to 
pay ; and befides thefe charges, they liad to pay for their 
commiffion, and they had .■ to pay the fees of auditing and 
paffing their accounts in the Exchequer. All thele things 
moll materially deducted fioixi the profits, as allowed by the 
3 abl. 





afl:.' 'Kor ’ the potiriBage on the receipt of ' 6 (S 6 cS. it^tmnicd 
only to 5oi, Allowing, therefore, that upoh an average they 
had eacn to receive 36,000!. the poundage would only 
amount to 300I. a year; which, with all the incimibrances 
that he had mentioned of comm^lTion, deputy, clerk, jour- 
nies, and fees, would be reduced to the final] fum of 20 or 
50I. a year. Tliis, furely, was not the way that Parliament 
would wifh to pay the commiflSoners of the land-tax. They 
were obliged to grant fecurities to a large amount; and the 
gentleman who became their fecurities h.-id generally an inte- 
reft in it, by having the ufe of the money. For this, and 
otiicr conGderations, the board of taxes were not to rigorous 
in exu( 51 ing the remifGon of the duties within the time limit¬ 
ed by the Gatiitc. In looking to the excife collection, the 
commiiRoncrs found, that there the money was paid in week¬ 
ly to the Exchequer; and the fame excufes were not made 
frfim the country, on the Icorc of difficulty of procuring 
bills; but then,’gentlemen would pleafe to recoIIcd>, that the 
excife was the bell managed branch of the public revenue, 
and that their officers ivere under the immediate controul of 
the board, which made the cafe widely different from that of 
the land-tax, It was to be remembered alfo, that the col- 
ledlors of excife made their circuits regularly every fix weeks, 
that the fums were extremely diflercht from thofe paid for 
the land-tax, and therefore people were prepared with finall 
bills againll the time the excife colleClors came round. But, 
upon the whole, notwithllanding the delays, the charges, 
tlie loi's of intereft, and often the lofs of principal, which, 
upon an average of the lafl twenty years, amounted to about 
2000I. a year, the revenue of the land-tax was col1e«9:cd with 
the leall expence to the public of any. It coll no more than 
Io|d. in the pound. The excife duties coft 133d. and they 
were reckoned very ceconomical. At the famo time he was 
ready to contefs, that there was no mode of payment for 
trouble fo impolitic and improper as that of fuffering money 
to remain in the hand of the colledlor; and if regulations 
could be formed to bring this to a better and more cecono¬ 
mical fyfiem he ftvould be well fatisfied. It had often been 
thought of, but nothing had been determined. There was 
mucli reafon to apprehend, that, if a compenfation fhould 
be given, in lieu of the advantages derived by keeping the mo¬ 
ney in their hands, they would receive the compenfation 
without lofing tlie oilier advantage. Such an example had 
been experienced in tl e office of high-treafurer, to which 
benefits were annexed by the fale of places. At the Refor- 
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th&fe benefits; a falarv of SoQOl. a year was granted ; and 
lince his day the the falary has been paid, and the benefits 
too. Could the poundage be leGened ? Undoubtedly it could 
not. But inenlmes might be taken to relieve them from the 
cjxpence of t]ic*ir .uinuai coinmilfion, and of the fees attend¬ 
ing the palfing of ’heir accounts. Thefe fees had been long 
in ulc ; and he ci>nfelied lie ihought it would be a confidera- 
ticn for the Movile at a future tiwiC, whether it would not be 
for t!tc benefit of the public to buy up tlK)fe pateiU offices in 
the Exchequer, to which the fees weac incident, and by 
which the delays in paffing the public accounts were occa- 
fioned. In the end, the noble lord faid he would propofe tc 
the Houfea bill, by which tlic receivers Ihould be obliged to 
remit the duties wilhin a certain limited time ; and that it 
they lulled to do this, they Ibould forfeit their poundage, and 
alio be obliged to pay 5 ])er cent, on all the furns fo detained, 
for the length of time which they remained in their liand. 
Another rc’gulatif)n lie propofed to introduce into this bill 
was, that upon the failure of payment of the receiver and 
his fecurities, the money due to the Crown, inilead of en¬ 
tering by an extent on their edate, ami holding them in hand, 
they ihould be brought to imiriediale file; hy which the ex¬ 
pence. of fervants ana Itcvvards would be avoided. 

The noble loid proceeded to fpeak of tl',e fecond report, in 
which the commilfianers dated the rcfult of tlieir inquiry 
into the collection, receipt and payment into the Exchequer 
of the revenue, arifing from the Cuftoms, Excifi;, iiramp- 
office. Salt-office, Hawkcis and Pedlars office i Hackney- 
coach-office, Poll-office. Firll-fruits-office, Teiitlis, Sixpenny- 
and Shilling duty. With regard to the Cuftoms, the com- 
. miffioners report, that the receiver-general had in his hands 
the lum of 3,288!. 14s. ii-f-d. which tliey advife to be paid 
in as foon us poffible. Upon tliis report, his lordlhip faid, 
. tlic Board of 'I’reafury had immediately written totheCom- 
miffioners and comptroller-general of the cuflopas, to pay in 
the fame; which had been fince done. His fordfliip men- 
tiomal fomething of his defign to fimplify the duties of the 
cuilonts, hy confolldating them, and putting all upon one 
plain intelligible footing ; fo that the difficulty that now re¬ 
mained in the way, both of the merchant and tlic CuAom- 
hotill* clerk, as the exa6k amount of the duties to be paid, 
might no longer exifl; bu^ tluat, he faid, was a matter of 
too much importance and magnitude to be done on a fudden, 
and therefore he ihould not attempt it. in theprefent feffion. 



IS few^ tfag colfe< 5 :ion aiid paymaitctf tfie from 

theE^ife, Scamp, and Salt, offices, and alto, of tW arising 
from the liawkers and pedlars, and hackney coaMdi-ofHccs, the 
commifliouers had faid there was no room for fuggeflion of 
alteration. Upon the Poft-officfijrevenue, tlie commifSoners 
of accounts ftate, that in conformity to the a<Sl of the 9th 
and loch of queen Anne, the receiver-general pays into the 
Exchequer 700!. a week ; and the cominiflioners add, that it 
is their opinion the method of paying the net balance of the 
receipt into the Exchequer weekly, eflahli/lied hy the cuf- 
toms, the excife, and other offices, fliouid he adopted hy the 
poff-office. Upon inquiry made by the 'Ereafiiry, fince the 
comiDiilioners delivered their fecond report, it appeared, that 
in la 61 :, the receiver-general of the Eoft-ciHce, did pay the 
whole of his receipt into the Exchequer as foon as he received 
ii , that v/as, he ntever kept any part of the receipt at home, 
hut fends it all, as faff as he has it, to the Bank ; and that. 


gentlemen would recoJIcdt was the Exchequer in this conli- 
<(eration; therefore it was unneccJlary to make any propofi- 
tion on this part of the commilTioners report. It was pro¬ 
per, liowc’.ei, that he ihould fay fomething upon the oblhr- 
vation which the cominiflioners had liibjoined, and tliat was 
their opinion relative to the confolidation of offices. WiUi 
regard to the excifc and cuftoms, undoubtedly thofe offices 
had already fo much buhnefs, and fo loaded, tbait they 
had full emidoy; and therefore confidering, that pro¬ 
bably the exigencies of the lime might make it ncccflary 
to add fbmething to both, in addition to tlieir prefent buhnefs, 
the committee, he conceived, would not think it right to 
increafe their burthen, by leudii^ them the bufuiefs of other 
offices to tranfa< 5 V. T’lie four offices pointed out by the com- 
miflioners of accounts, as capable of confolidation, were the 
ftamp-office, the falt-office, the liawkers and pedlars, and the 
hackney-coach office. With regard to the two firft, they 
were not expenfive offices, the commllTioncrs falaries being 
but moderate, and the bufinefs under their care confiderable. 
The commiffioners of the ftamp-office met three times a 
W'eek, and thofe of the falt-office twice; but then, when 
gentlemen considered, that the revenue collected and managed 
at each of thefe offices was extremely well taken care of, 
they certainly would not think of putting it under the ma¬ 
nagement of any other offices ; particularly the ffilt-duties; 
which, on account of the various drawbacks, bounties, &c. 
were extremely intricate, and occafioned much trouble. 

After a mature cpnfideration of the bufinefs, and the ad¬ 
vantages derived from the boards^ and the difficulties and in- 
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tonvfnfefttie# ihit ^arife frj&rti their being ^qoofolidated 
and blended'together, he was of t^inion, that it was a mca- 
fure which eould not be adopted without much detriment to 
the public fervice. The only offices that could be confoli- 
dated were thofe of the ha(>kney coach-office, and hawkers 
and pedlars office ; and even here the profit would be much 
Jtfs in point of laving than the detriment incurred from the 
want of regolatipn. The firfl of thefe two offices rendered 
confiderablc benefit to the public as a board of police. The 
whole expence of it was not more than 1400I, a year. The 
hawkers and pedlars office was not expenfive. There were but 
three commiffioners with lool a year each. The whole ex- 
pence of the office w^as only iScoU and of this loooi. was 
expended in the employment of riding furveyors, who mufl: 
fl:»ll be employed. In point of faving, therefore, the confi- 
deration would not be material j and, in poirit of infiuence, 
the abatement would be ftil) Icfs, for neither of the commif¬ 
fioners were members of Parliament, This would be a re¬ 
gulation thcieforc upon the whole very trifling, but it would 
be for the future confideration of the bloufe to adopt it or 
not. Undoubtedly, when the confolidacion of office could 
be cfFe^^led without injury to the public fervicc, with¬ 
out deftroying old and eftabliflicd forms, rendered ne- 
ceflary by ufe, and by which the perception of revenue 
might be fimplified, or the paffing of accounts rendered 
lefs tedious and complex, it was an objedl: of defire, and 
at the proper moment he frufted the Houfe would exa¬ 
mine what regulations in this rcfpe^l: might be made. The 
noble lord now came to the third report, in which the com- 
miffioners, following the rules preferibed by the atfl, had in¬ 
quired what balances there were in the bands of former ac- 
comptants, beginning with the treafurer of the navy. "I'hey 
had afeeruined, that there were Aims in the hands of the 
late-paymaflers of the navy, to the amount of 73,000 and 
odd hundred pounds, which ought to be paid into the Exche¬ 
quer, and full fecurity given to the aecomptants for the Aims 
in their hands. Upon this head, the commiffioners of ac¬ 
counts had given it as their opinion, that the treafurers of 
the navy ought not, when out of office, to detain the pub¬ 
lic money in their hands; and advifed, that in that cafe alt 
the unappropriated money in the bands of a treafurer, when 
he goes out of office, be paid into the hands of fiis fucceflbr; 
and in like manner by his executors or reprrfentatives in 
qafe of death, upon receiving a proper fecuriiy and indem¬ 
nification. The commiffioners had alfo advifed that an alte¬ 
ration be made in the mode of keeping a treafurer of the na¬ 
vy's 







vj^s accoiihfSi atidf oF doing'the ^ 

tering the conftitutton, aboiilhing the fubordiitate treafurer, 
and rendering the treafurer a mere accountant. With regard to 
that, his lordfhip fu.d, the Treafury had taken fome pain' to 
inquire how I’ar it would be exprdie«jp to ctnnpiv with the ad* 
vice of the cominiffioru-r*; and, in orijer to be certain of tbcif 
ground, they had coiifulted the navy-board, which was com- 
j;o-'cd of very refpectablc charafle s, v.'ho wrre extremely corri- 
petenr to fneak upon the fubjeit, and they bad all pI tb.vu de- 
clnrecl it tobe impra-Ricable. At the fame time that be faid this, 
ins lordOnp dell red the committee to r_coik’6t, that bo gave 
this as their opinion, und net as iiis; many peojlc, he was 
aware, declared that to be inipraiiicable which apjitared to 
l)e e^lremoly diiiiciilt, !>ut there was undoubtedly an eliential 
diiunr^'tion, Iif»\\ever, ho was nrrt himklf fufficiently maf- 
tLT of the matter to proceed upon it at prefeiiL, or to make 
any propofitious to the committee on the fubjeift of ail-ering 
the couftitution of the omce <;f the ireaturcr ol the navy, 
but this much h--* mcarit to do ; to endeavour to prevent trea- 
furers of tlic navy frf)ni det.iining the public money, alter 
they went out of ofhee ; and, in 'oidcr to cfFe-61: this, he 
meant to move for I' uve to bring in a lecond bill, to oblige 
public a’ceomptants, to pay the b.iLincas in their hands into 
the Er.cljoqucr With regard to the auditors of the impreft, 

. he faid, he knew unt whether it might be right for Parlia- 
' ment to purchate thofe places of the pref'ent poflcflbrs, and 
thoie wlio had reverfions of them; for uitdonhiedlv it would 
.notbefair to aboli/li the places, witliour giving an equiva¬ 
lent to thoie who had a right to derive the emoJiunents 
tliat tlie ofllce afforded. Next year polTibly tlie fubject might 
,,^be bt ought under conhderation. 

'rhe fourth report purfued the fame track, and found in the 
■ hands of former payrnaife-rs of the army fums to the amount 
Vof 378,000 and odd pounds. The noble Lord hated the rea- 
fcfons why thele balances amounted to fuch liigh funis, and 
Iwhy they continued fo long in the hands of tlio paymaflcrs, 
Rafter they went out of office. The fums in this office were 
kept under diftin£t heads , and when any one box was empty, 
though the others were full, iiillead of applying the money m 
|their hands, intended lor other heads of fervice, to that which 
|■was exhai'lled, tliey applied to the treafury tor a new' fum on 
|this dillin£t head. The commiffioners recommended in their 
Report, that, inflead of tJiis pradfict;, the office fliould, in fu- 
|ture, tab-" from the full box to fupply the emjity one., This 
^as an idea which undoubtedly would fervu to render the total 
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ftim hi the pciyn^lfe^i! hah^!^ •' bot' the titafthy bad afiptiei 
to tile old fervants b that bfBce for theit opinion as lo the 
praflkaVnlity of the projtft, ajid tiicy lud given their opinion 
that it was not poflible. 

The delays occalionrd* in the palling of the accounts by tlw 
old forms and regulationsr of the exchequer were the principal 
reafonsof fhoie balancevS remaining fo long in the liaiuls of the 
accomptants. 'I'hcy all declared tlicmfelvTS willing to pay in 
thofe balances, provided they received their quietus. This 
wras exceedingly ju/1; and it was his piirpofe to move for leave 
to brin^ in a bill to give tban the fulh-il parliamentary fecu- 
rify. This only could be done by an aef; and it w’nnld be* 
juK that they mould he credited iri the Exchequer for the 
exa^f bins in their hands. He added, that he for one Otould 
certainly think a parliamentary ftcnrily an ample and fufficient 
indemnification; becaufe it wasjiill as well ibr him, in point 
of fafety* to have credit in the Exchequer, for the amount (*f 
hU balance, as it would be to have the luotvy in his own 
hands. 

He mentioned alfo Ids intention of lowering the dedudfiona 
from the revenue, in its*W'ay from the pocket of the private 
individual to the public treamry, and in its expenditure, l>y 
introduemg a claufe into one of liis bills for lefi’ening the fee.s 
of office. Salaries, lie faid, he would not meddle with, be- 
coufe the 5 per cent, laft laid on, added to the other dedudions, 
Idfened them very much; but fees he thought he might dimi- 
nilh witliout injuftice, and much to the advantage of the 
public. 

The noMa lord, in a very pointed manner, gave credit to 
the commiffioners for the report wrhich they had made ; for 
the infinite rnduftry they had ufed, and the exertions in their 
progrefs. Their reports were Ihort, but tliey were compre- 
henfive. They were fhort, becaufe they had been fully and 
maturely weighed atid digelled. It was not like the generality 
of reports that were made from the committees up Hairs, 
where the length was proportioned to the confiifion. After 
the fpecimen which they had had of the fruits of their indufi^, 
he dared to fay that the Houfe would be inclined to w'ifh for 
their continuance. He intended to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to that purpofe, ami to refer to their confideration 
the extraordinary account of the extraordinariCsS of the anny. 
This expreffion produced a laugh ‘but the noble lord faid "it 
was corre< 5 l in the fulleft fenfc, for in truth it was an extra¬ 
ordinary account in ei'ery fenfe. He wilhed them to examine 
thi# account to the bottom, but particularly to examine and 

inquire 
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woulul no cj»ubt ,rvJC!ei?e tNittfbruaat^oO'^/hicS' w®^ wawteil 
from their reporu The nohfe lotfd cbrtduded with reailiilg 
the three motions which to U’hc hrii wfefe ^ 

leave to bring in,a bill, to pj^vent dehwsin.the payiJH^at j^^ 
money received b,y thti,,receivers of tne land-<tax, arid tlje 
b:.'ner fecuring the fame. 'I'he fecoml was, for leave to bring 
'in a bill to give fecurky ;jind indemnity to certain ^ccopnt- 
ants Oil the payment of the baiiinces in their hands Into the 
Exc}iM|uer. And the third, for leave to bring in a bill to 
continui; and enlarge the pi ovifvbns of an act made in .the laft 
I’cflit}]!, for appoiniing a commiffion to examine the public ac- 
cornpts,. and make their report to that Hoafe. 5 He moved the 
iirjl of theie propofstious; , ' , 

Mr. Burk^ in aipeech of the mod .poignant ridit:.tiie, ishiugcd Mr. B^rke. 
the nf)b]e Lord with having on that day' given at ogpee the 
moil explicit evidence oi hifa<kivi.ty and negligence,^ of das 
capacity and liis incapacity. He had fliewn that, as^the fird lord 
of tlic trc*4l’u»*y and chanrcllor of the exchequer#,he had bee.n 
negligent or incapable of his duty, and at the lame tinte .he liad 
/liewn by his fpeech of that day, that he,had both the indw^y 
and the talents to conij^ehend yvhat his duty,was. He h^^^been 
negligent or incap.iblc, in the execution. He was acii'vejiittd W)ie 
in the conception of his tnift. I'he whple of the copious de¬ 
tail which lie had giveit W‘as <;leat# :n||^odicai, and .accurate l. 
fo pt'vfcfdv c^eiir, that a pin itii^ght be’%en At the bottom of it* 

He had diewn mamfeft knowledge of the rttgulations, daat, 
were neceffary, which, muft liave requirediri^uftfy aod ex¬ 
ertion to acquire} and he had provs^h at.-the fame, time, that,. 


mighty and importa^ adyjwitagas we were to 

from the oommiflion o? accountif ;lt; .wasy^roa^ojut|;i^^ 
very iaiigut^e; of. the nohle ,5 - perfei^iy' 


cant m one part. 


r in as^ther; 

' ,^.1 ‘ ' 


ment nix a tourtbr, peneaiiy . uiw^,?^^ and 

of inconvenience in,^, .T^e’.li^hs' Ipfd.had the w,ijsSfc’' 

ttifline ,|n his niouih.in,otgejw,,f£jn^oeL,/l’i;.'wasi' in'the Wffifdst 
of the poetj 

A trifling 
'■ Began with 

Ail triftti^ pebpife drji^ ' i 
:, >, And r«iaB'be'ttobly ^ttendt^.'■. 
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ma^e'iii^lEf^O^fe-: ‘^r'i^<r^'"^ advantage wmtever was to 
be derived ff^oj any new rj^latioft in the receipt of the land- 
tax» This was'already cofmiaed m cheaply and as profitably 
as 4 t could he- The copiolidatiiott of office was confcfled to 
be a tpoft advantageous andbe devoutly defired, 

and yet in the wide range, fyfterh, and machine of govern¬ 
ment) no offices but the hackney coach aml hawkers and pedr 
Jars could be conroltdated, and by this great and glorious re¬ 
form the nation was to favc the immrnfe fum of three hun¬ 
dred pounds a yejr. This was all iheconfolidatlon that could 
take place, and even this w'as^doubiful. In no other part of 
the receipt of the public revenue were there any advantages 
to be derived, yjNothing could be got from the poft-office, 
nothing fiotia the ftamp-office, nothing from the various offi¬ 
ces* But to go to jbe treafurks, this important coromiffion 
bad dif^overed fums in the hands of Afferent accomptants, 
wbicb.might be paid into the exchequer, on granting them 
am indemnity. Good God ! was it ncceflary to conjure upon 
a Gommiffion of accounts to tell us this! Could not the iirft: 
lord of the treafury have difeovered this for his country ? 
Cpuidnot lord North, firft lord of the treafurv, have applied 
to the paymaller of forces,, and have procured the 73,000!. 
in his bands ? After being fourteen years chancellor of the 
exchequer, the noble Iprd could not without a commtffion of 
, accounts difeoyer ihat public money, in the hands of pri¬ 
vate individuals, dugbt' to bd paid into the exchequer. The 
bofiourabie gentlemen proceeded in the fanw ffrain, and took 
thft language of the noble lord htmfelf as evidence of the in¬ 
utility, the nullity, and jffie^infignificance of this coramiffion 
of accounts, which, had .dqdtd nothing but what the board of 
treafury could and bt^ht to have dope; but what thi exche¬ 
quer’ could and otiii;bt to^ave doat ; b.ut what other offices, 
largely paid and littfe could and ought to have done. 

So that this mighty mtkbisie ^ad been contrived and ifet in 
to draw a cbik, ilb do which other bodies ought 
t0;^p^. and to kecpflkm in idleneifs when they ffiould be em- 
He ridmuled theVholefchetuennd (hadowof reform. 

Ipr l$ile plan of fubftam^ refbrmatlon of laft year had 
beenIrlje^d; for this tb# noble lord Mibfelf had oppeded 
the bnfWJ$(i^ he had the honour to moy^ thatHoufe; for 
this he lutfilid a deaf btll, which was introduced, 

add, contend .bimfe^f w taking little inconfiderate 

portion^ of it, add bfthging them forward as fubjet^s of par- 
iri^e#ary attention* He had broken the comprehepiive plan 
io^ fritteh, and now prefented them one by one, as fops, to 

deceive 





'A full ha#ifi*ft. of <ficonon;i^ ,hs4/-'been,ol^ii^ 

This the noble Inrd had reje^ed, lie ha^ hl|n^^ |ffro«j1fc<l 
a crop ; and now^ it bad coaie to the Ui^ €>f reaipin^y he 
went about.picking „ up the leavings of the harveft<» the haw¬ 
kers and the ptdUrs,, and holding up in bis b£.nds thcTew 
heads that he had gathered. Sedhetng the people wjth the 
prorp(fl: of fouiething folid he gave a wh<fl:‘ With his 

niouth, and bi ue them into chaC Th<fhonourable gentleman^ 
after treating this mockery of rcfcfrmation w:ith n^ft feyere 
cenfure, animadverted an the conftitution of the nuble ldrd*s 


commiilton. He faid that his language upon a former oOca- 
fions had ferved tO;convince ,him how much wit the hohle 
h';rd had i but the prefeni had alfp fhewn what Was the power 
of face which he pofiefled. After declaring that he coaid never 
confeot to fee a comroilRon of accounfSj not cfcftcdl of rnen, 
chofen by the people of England, vyith the gbardiknfhip of 
the!r property, he faid he had noihing to hope n tr cx^e^ 
from the inquiry that they fhouid make into the ektrahrdi* 
naries of the army. The noble lord had been fuckled withihe 
milk of ihe treafury and exchequer, he had grown fat upon it; 
and he was enamoured of, and attached to, the old habits. 

Train a child in the way that he fhould go, and mliVs old 
age he will not depart from it,” Th»S was exactly tlieOafe with 
the noi>le lord ; he had been brought up among thk abdfes of 
of ihc treafury and cxchceper, he would not how depart 
from them. He declared that he did not form a bad opinion 
of the confcqoences df the inquiry froth any difreipefl: to-- 
wards the members of that commifijon ; but wer^Iy frorn the 
ipecimen fet before the Hopfe th^ day, in which the noble 
lord had thought proper to rejc# every part of their reports 
that went to corrtdt thfiiifreghlatWes i^nd iU habits of office. 
They had Ihewn themlUvesi to be 4 hen of iijitegfity, 

and of ability, as public aceoxtotantfl^; Th^ rcp^^i'dul 
them the hi^heft honour a|»d oedit* As ptepes or fcrary 
compolition, he t^ver SUd manner fo happily, (hitcd 

%o a fubjeflf. heithcr ‘^too -elevated, por too low, but 

clear, correft, nervohs^ aUd .i^teUi^ihk; as nicely adapted 
to the occafion as any'pieces he itad ewer, read in 

Jiis life. He hbhed tl&t the yvould be -• 

cd for their lak)drs. Unc&hhJ^ly they ought 
and paid UheraUy j propofitioh was fnade, 

he promifed to ^ve' it his' hcasby fijppoft j. J^ut hO|ievetthc- 
efs would oppofe continoihg the comtniffibn, ah4, that, not 
hat he had the fmallcA obt^ion to them as pal)% accoun- 
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but he wovild iicver giv6 up the argument that appointing 
coinm:liia-U<-rK, who were H6t in l^jarliarncnt, was n fcanda- 


lous rlclegation of ihi atitj? 0 rity 'c?f that Hpufe, and of powers 
which fiifty ,held in nuft Qnly, a*d ronid not give out of their 
hands 'ihto 'thc hands oi; others^ in cdiiformiry to the old 
maxim of ekUgatits mn^otsjl dek^^c-re, 

Lord Nfirth ckfehdclL his 'own condn^i, and in fup- 
port: of the comnirflion df' ac^'ouuts, and the l-'ne:k 
which, they had produced, laid that a ccmmiitcc tjf duit 
Honfe, ient 'up ilair?, couM not pofHbly hiivc d ir-e 
the faiiic buhneis widi the fume ela-^l. Neither couhl Ik*, 
as chancellor of tiie tAchequer, nor any other of the .le- 
coun’ ints already cftahlifftec], IL* fpokc of UiC iopoits ;in.l 
of the commiMoners th terriis of liK-; warmefl piai-c ; and f.iu', 
Ibmc pfcrfoyiS might exclaim, what y report of ten or lue.i'y 
paj^tB only ! ii that all they liayd ]jrodoccd ! If v. conjinhic-:. 
had gone'into a rc'om atX*ve flairs, iLei.' report w'^'uld 
have'been voluminous. Undoiihiedly it Vvouid ; hut Wvm;.] 
it !jave,.hecrt ecpiatly clear and iorcliigihle ? T.vcvy Ixy.ly V.uiw 
it wotfld'net; and the reafon wa;.,, the conniuirtoners hrd 
comjijetcly conlidered and di«r;{l.e'l their iLoui-h*-;, ’'i-foie 
they drevf 'up ihelr reports; wind; ctmiaittres aho%c il.iirs, 
for a thou fund oIkuous rcalbns, never Could, or iuirc:-tlid. 
His lordfliip faid, that beyond all cjucRion, liie ct'aimihic icrs 
muf^'be paid, No gentltrticn could.polIiUy have imagined 
the contrary, i ijq had originefliydiHciidcd.to Imve inre.tcd a 
claulh for Ih ji puepof’e in the hilf, but :it the reejoufr of gen- 
tlctncn on the .oiher 0de Utc he onuittiedJt; and now 

it wa's the dieiirc of thf;f,^cop.i®ijfBpi:^rs 'bar I'hcir 

labours m,ig)Vt'pm’.e.^d lad ihat the Houle might 

be/f^’ cnabledjto any payment 

for t^f trouble Was io .clfhiip went through 

all Mr,'iB'uVkb^s’Vcniiu'|ys f'ajsid^^.de't^th hcdiclievcd 

he ha^'anfiyl^lied .i'ls that, he was 

rcad,/'/jt^yaCknqh^detj^ :„'Un%p.f^||ib1e, she hono arable 
gentlei]p^,hctng.gircad,y. that refpeO:.- 

CQlb^^:,i4^arW,/pohtx,foc4,,i^canfide;;^^^ -lame, and l^s^gan 
with oflhe proceedings of 


th:‘ cojinipii 


point out, as ;» mat¬ 
ter. .to Ca'cpmis^ttee ofi^'icjnenibers of 

^lai iyrbuld l>fen .i»mpetent. It yeas true, that 

fh6'.re|ictfii| 'of were not equally 

> accurate 



I ■" ''Af., t f-'T -fA™ X’ ■ (j'.-' 

A, iyW. , ;,.B --fc -B ■A--i ' *5jV 

;-acciTra''c rtirJ r^iiisfAiJjary' vvUh rite r'cyprjtij.^CiW'S^oInmi^ ; 
of ^lcco^In?s, :iuf! whnr was the rcafoni ofthe tlfffvferioe !' 1'he 
roniuiiUces ;iho\c fulrs were nor sirjsJieis}.with rht faff, '-ow- 
•ers. They couKl not gi^e an opinion ; tlu;y were. i>i' ‘.rely 
bound d'.ivvn to fails,, and ihpicfors a *t'oiume or crude, ■ 
filgeiled CN iutiioe, fcarc;^ly inrelligihlc* and vvliich few (num¬ 
bers of the n-jule. gave .tlKatfelyes thfe iroulfur to rcail ; and 
v;hcn '.iu.y did, fevi ei ihU could anderfland, ,r>enera)iy formed' 
thr'ii repous, ''Her dcfcan’.ing for ionic ti.ue O'U die great 
j'.npttM'vefv of delegating the duty of ih.c iJoinc,^ and vdving 
it' aui^fi;iry in Toen w!io vvere not ineieher'-i, the co-oiaI 'Jd- 
i.'.ei; iV.m hi', i.unourablc fiieiid, and Taal, he lia J rather 
]'u'o tiic pV'iCi.r ri>iiiin;lUoners than ii'inc, T'h'xt io the 
t onr (Otte.; of niemhers, he flioidci prefer the gcntknncn now 
ff r'oyed; they ha'J proved ihemi’clvesi ablf*, honefll;, and 
up. ight Jit '.K and h.td hi', warm applauie. ,' He thanlcd loid 
\'r/; rh Id.etvr.e {oi tikiogiUe nratter cjrt of his hjirib.; and 
r-iMired hiiri tlu'u he ili ': fo finrertiy, both a private iind a 
puhhe ro',n. j^uriiU'; a W'ar, lvl;c that riu- country v\\»s nuw* 
ciip.igfd. ill, tliero onghr a’ways to Uibhil: a conimi.Tj n of 
The colonel took ntitiee of the npblc lord'n dc- 
r*5n<i ro claim anv powers of v/it, and corr.piiiTjenieci him 
f "i Ihug 'A !»reaf tV,\d, 11 he had not fhesvii rnuoi that 

c\'>. It was hecauf* ho koo',1 on ground, wlv. rc feifc :md fu- 
iioufmds Wv'l! hocanu'-iiiip. It the (\oh1e lofil, hotvovor, had 
nor ili.it day boon witty iiimfeif, lio had been the caufe of w.it 
in r,^thc■rs. ' ' * , 

Mr. hia'-}^ (member for Ileytefbury) made I'is 
cij. and in fouiid, mimly language, dechire.d lie rofo to 
\vitbibui<^ anvattem.pt either to ridicule or to cenfure ^le 
coninilfbono’ s of ficrormts 'and tlle'rr rejiorts: Eotli "dcfiavi^d 
the waricioll commendation,, aiid'he did Tsett •doubt, bat ^reat , 
l)..'r.'i'it would Vei’uh tf> the public, in co'nfciqiicpce of the eprh- 
inihiortm continuingrhfit labours. The only groand of fatnll: 
v-’a-:, lltat the comnniEon tv-as nor tb^tight of ftKyneti 

Mr. ‘71 ykna/emW? jjaade a Ibdrrt fpeedt, in whicb heohie.fty^Mt'.r- 
fpoke of the intonlitm of tl)e noble Ibi^tO'fanplify and 
f'^Iidate the cuilom-boule datifes. ■ He coiratiended that niea- 
fure, and tiuEed that''tliC noble lord;’W-Ouki make an eCe|^:M;al 
reform, without lieing warped by ait^ pjtiiul wilh to pi^lfiSTVe ’ 
his influence in th.ofe boreugh«,tiia^y<?ei^'on the Tea 
rJiTr. Townftend approved idea ofg^pfeii{t'h% the paSing of 
[public accounts. He fold, it was now hineteeii yeati ftfice 
the had been a public accountant, and. he dared .Y&M.vm p> 
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' '■ ^.trs'it©“iSttiTife, his accoimts 'wouKI hot be 

pnfieii. H^acl^t-d, thank Go<J» he was rather a young than 
an ol ’ manj bnt, if he feid heeii upon his death l>cd, it would 
have given him great unealin^lsi to have reficvJ;led, that he 
n>u^ have left his accounts in the cars', /perhaps of women 
and'.children. 


Mr. riHtr^ thought the circimiftance .of making receivers- 

sefttrpJ of the land-tax pay' a poundage, for all monies de¬ 
tained by thfein after a cettain iwiiod, 'would rather tend to 
induce tbdSt to detain larger furns tbiui they now did, as they 
• could make five J)cy of the ttooney, than to remit it mere 
fpeedily* ' 

14. Jiarth. Lord Nnrth roh to esplriiw, and faid, that as he tnl ended 
they ihopld pay five tent, exdufive of loling their poun¬ 
dage^ lie cfimid not the bill he intended to bring in 

would have any fneh eileiSl. He thanked the honourable gen- 
. tJemanj’however, for his fuggeflion, and hoped that during 
the progrefs of thebufiners through its various fiages, genth - 
men would freely fpeak 'their minds on the fuhje£t, as lie 
iliould be glad to profit by any hint of improvement that 
coukl be fuggefted. 

. The three motions were then agreed to> and tlie HdPTe 
Ttfiimed, 

‘ ' Mny ir. 

Mr.cMft Vir.Ordiy in obedience to the refolution of tic committee 
pf thBij; day before, moved for leave to bring in a bill to pre¬ 
vent delays in the payment of the nw^y in the hands of the 
recisvers genera! of the land'-tax, and for the noore fpoedy re- 
i, ;Covcry of debts due to the crown. On this a fhci'c debate 
iSBtpfOi aoirlyoathe finhe^tmnds asths^ of the day before. 

bi^gent ‘began hi by deigiaring hi* warm and entire ap- 
fmbzHa^ of thte tnaidhttts of reCorm proppfed yefterday by 
the ndble lord is* cora^i{Ucixie <dF the; rworts of the comm il - 
fipiusrs of the {nibltc accounts. Thelo were the meafures 
^his always proper and elkible plan 

; on whi^ nti relbrcoWtiiOn on^t to proch^ The fteps were 
mpderd^ hik llieyy^ The reform did not 

hold, out gi^at promifes jdf refcM^; it was modeft, but if the 
ben^i^ wem toaH, were p^ftnanent. It was a good 
' the fimnous duchefs of Marlborough, 

to take'^^dre of ^d fbiiiings, the pounds would 

" '^ake care rluut am-honourable gentleman bad 

, obj^ed to thk refomiy becaufe it had gone fo little way 
kluNl not new-modelled the conHitution, not ;dtered mj of 
the old efiablifiied forms of goyefiij^oent. iTfaiis was the 

ground 
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gr&ynd on .which''E'liad V>', 

vrit'h much htjufifticc. He wished 'to Ice i |hc 
without innovation; and he was the more plca«fo’with wi'a 
reform, bccaufe, thcrugb it corredied Shufe, it left the fabric 
of the conilitutlon unimpaired. ■ mr <r 

Mr. T. Towtt/?jeHd reCumeA the arjgJ&ment of the nighiho*^^^ / 
fore, and faid this great and glorious itfprm, as ftated. by. the 
noble lord, was not originally the prodoiiion either of his 
zeal or his genius j for undoubtedly it was fuggefted to him 
in a much more fubdantial l^fm than that which he had 
thought proper to fubilitute In its room. 

Mr, imrke anfwcred the noble lord, and declared, that hcMr. ffjtrir. 
did not find fault with the noble lord’s reform, becaafe it 


went only to little matters; but becaufe, in the choice of 
great and little objects, it bad preferred the latter, 

Mr, Puluney faid, it was not an adequate penalty on theWr. p«Zm- 
receivers to make them forfeit their poundage, if they kept’’'*^* 
ihe public money in their hands beyond a certain time. The 
poundage was only one per cent, and they could not make 
five per tent, by keeping it. 

Lord !s-{irth faid it was intended jo make them pay &vc per Ld. AVr*. 



■t. 


c^.nt, btfides the poundage, 

1 he motion was agreed to, 

Mr. Orde then moved for the fecond bill, which was for Mr. Ordm 


direif ing the payment of the feveral balances in the l^nds of 
the different accomptants into the E^tchequer, and for grant¬ 
ing them difeharges for the fums fo paid. 

Xord Vifeount jy««rftated an objedlion to this, that 
fums ill their hands facilitated the pafling of their actounts, 
and procuring their final quietus, af they had the fees to be 
paid to the clerks, for the expediting ,oF this hufinefs. If 
' the balances were paid in, fame ptqvifton fhould bc made 
for the payment of thofe fees, and alfo to fecure againff the 
delay that would artfe when the tenipta^tion to adfivity was 
withdrawn. 

Lord Nffrfi faid, that a ffend Would undoubtedly be pro-^ W. iftrti. 
vided for this purpofe^; as the difeharge^ to begiyen to the 
accomptant, was only for the exa^ fttitt which £e ihould pay 
into the Exchequer. , , 

This motion alfo palWd, - ' 

Mr. Ordt then made a third Motion, lot tktr cohtmuing Mr. OrJt, 
and enlarging an •£!:, made in tb^ Jaft fftffion, for ahf appoint¬ 
ing a commtdaoA to inquire into ^d exani^e the public ae- 
counts. V..'„ 

, Colonel 





cmi'fe.rtt't'O tKI» 

jpi^,j^idiJ f’r^c'Jwdfc 1ii!fe' ti^<»Vi*jg an amendtStent tn the bill 

iii ftime (umrc ; bcmg told that it would wot, the nio- 
ijon pa<r«s4, awn lulls wei^ ordered in accordingly. 

l-hfi Older uf ilic day was noi^ xead for the i'econd reading 
of the gold manvir.idUiife bd). 

.‘»:.V/-. Mt. (la eti fcvcrul obi«.;*fl:ions to- it, tending particu- 

Itsily to tlicw that by the p.opofed alterations, in the llaii lard 
in tJ:is o<,.,unify, material inconveniences would a rife. it 
w'dul.hbc for the beiu-hr of the workman to mt!t down the 
guhu a, iaftiMd of 'ifing the butfion j and it would be cx- 
c^' d o.;,lv inconvenient to have d-fTetetit places for the 
UJ / Jinvi liiaving c( the g:'dd articles, 
j\\ ih. J--Ofd Nmh hn^^ ihi't iiC wifhed to fee the bii! go Into a 
contmiiicj', ar*4 tb;fe SM.iive the moll fisricos conlv-eraticn 
of‘t!\e Huufe iti every narU it was of tb'* utinnll cen^-- 
(q»jC!'-‘.e j i£ind in' the pi.b’iit i^ag^- he cowid only fay^ that a 
doubt .had arifco wifh rert»'’£t to the j>rir.cryie, v^hlch would 
u-ndouhtvdly, fieoomd the confideri't on of the Houfe, ‘J lie 
value of gold in (he tale, that ts nude into t)ic gninca, wnu 


, . 3K 6d, per ounce. The value of ii in the bullion w.:i 

41. cri. per ourcc. in r'.ic flandiiid of the puinea there w.25 
gent'ialiy 3 emn^r imd a half of fnver, and half a carrat of 
copper. .By the abo/ t>f filvvr, it received a fofrnejs ai.d a 
^ palcm'fs^vi'hich rendered: it unfit for the woikn en to n^e!t 

down, and (itradv3nt;jgeous in ccrr.paiif.n with the bull.on ; 
bccauib, Kp.iceablc p> :bc pr^fent .law, ilic workrrun could not 
lower; the tiandard, buf only alter the ftupe* By the prefent 
bi'll^ betN'ev""'', thejc might arife a lemptaiion for melting 
down the gmnea 5. which, if it was fo, would uiidoiih'^edly 
be a confnJ.e/atif'n for the Houfe. ’He wifted them t'» incinire 
into this, atid to fee if fn>ch a danger would not aiund this 
alteratinp,' , 

iw) vir. ‘ l.,qrtl ydeount laid, that when the proper moment 

AiciM* f<^r t}fi5 difeiiffiqn arrived, he would jxrove to the noble f.ord 
and iht’ tloufe, that Iq far from their being a danger of the 
Mnd aTiiifigy,ffom the prefcnt^bill,'there'Would be ^ fecuriry 
agaidll it;^;ind Isivllftted this jptopofftion, which he faid he 
would proiT-, that even in. cafe of PKice of gold in bulUnn 
finking iy.£Oe4th the price of gold ift* tale, ifc would he then, 
as it ia hOfyy.i^r tl 3 ^ buntnlt of the workman to ufe it in pn. - 
ferejtce tp'fhei^iuin^^ and that in every poffible cafe it mult 
lt«. (<?. The noble Jordifidd, Irc w’^culd not inliB; on the rcjni.. 

t . - ." ’ . . , « » . 
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tor (lamping the gold at fevterai places, if th^ were 
oI}jc»£lccl to in the coinnurtcc. 

'riuj hill was then r^ad a feconJ time, and ordered to be 
connnittfd. 

'The nex't order of the d.iy, for tTIc fecond reading of the 
hill to jMVvent cm lain ahulcs and prtrphamitions of the Lardy's 
dav, was then read. 

\fr. Turntr rofe, and exprefled his very ferious apprehen-Mf-, 
(ions of a d-’hgir in govcrninent to deltrov, by hltle and little, 
tho heandjtion.s ot religious liberty, and renewing thofe days 
of ie.tni'er.ni' e and periL-cution, when men were not permit- 
tf'U to God in their <'\\n way. He confidereci this as 
to I'lftl of many encroachments on this great and inipor- 
r.'uit aionm], and he callrd upon th'’ Houle to be very cau- 
fou!' liow they i udeavoui al to ahrulgi: or annihilate the reli- 
gen.,; lr<'( Join enjoyed bv tl'ie jubiecls of this country, of 
ineetiu'T toaetlioi, and examining the fouiulations of their 
faith. InHead of prohibiting lucir pious and lober chfcuffions, 
the goveinnieni and legillature (hould be anxious to promote 
them. 'I hey ihould grant patents to preachers of all kinds, 

.md abandon the mean, fufpicuuis policy of religious flavery. 

1 le loved texts ; he hated ctintexls ; it was owing to the con¬ 
texts tliat I0 much human blood had been fpilt, and fomuch 
hav.-ick and difoub r had taken place in this w'orld under the 
Tuollituted name oi teligion. He begged the Houfe to have 
lorac regard to the confolations and the enjoymients of the 
poor, riicy ought to frc l for Cvdamities, though they might 
lu.f liuvc iuffetvd them. Charity was their indifpenfable ob¬ 
ligation ' and lit- vvillifd to read thtm a chapter from the 
Bible on the lubic>it. It contained do6lriiu.s which ho loved 
bertei th.m th.c lermon he had he.ard preached in his Majefty’s 
cliajU'l the Sunday before. He liere read the 19th chapter of 
St. i'aul’s hrit lijuliie to the Corinthians, with comments and 
expl.inatory nott s, very nnicli in the manner and fpirit of 
Lord Georgt; Ciordon. 

xVI Soliciiur General faid, it was from no fpirit of perfe-* 
cution or mtolerance.that this bdl had originated, and with 
no dcfign to dtftroy or abridge religious liberty in this coun¬ 
try ; to prevent men from ferving (h d agiecable to their 
confciencc; or to (bed blood, and revive the feenes of car¬ 
nage and cruehy^that, once allliiSlcd and difgraced Europe, 

It was the fentiment of foher, well-difpofed men, that fuch. 
meetin{xs as ihoie aimed at by Mic bill, were dangerous and 
pernictous in their confequcncev, and tended to defttoy all 
VoL. ill. ‘ 0.(1 religion,, 
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jnfli^ad of promotfng it, or of cniightcning thff 
minds of Tnen with ufefui and ncceffary knowledge. 

Sir Dolben fpoke to the fatnc cfFc£l, 

Mr. Sawhfidge faid, fi^at he conceived there were laws »1- 
r^idy in being tor the r^evention of fuch difbrders as were 
Bated to be apprehended from Jirch meetings ; and ke confi- 
defed the prefrnt as an unnecejfiary as well as a very alarm* 
expedient# The legiflature multiplied penal laws of late 
With a degree of hlamcablc rapidu;y, 7’hc Batute book of 
the prefent diy was full of nothing fcarcely but crimes j a 
circumftance which (truck him as exceedingly nnwife, and 
ke could not but think it tended rather to the ificreaie than 


the prevention of urm>ortaIity. 

IlhrFtwny fook notice of fbe petition Avliich had been- 

prefented. fr^ the proprietors of Carlifle-lioufe, in which 
it was- laid,, that clergymen attc-nded* their promenade, if 
fo, it was (it that fo im])roper an (;7.,ainple Oiould he removed 
from the public eye. He difapproved of all luch meetings- 
On the Sunday evening. If t’ne poor people waiittxl amulc- 
ment, they might for a (lulling go to the devil at Sadler’s- 
Wells; and if pci fons had halt a guinea to fpeud, they might 
go to dhe Opera Houfe, and fee a man fland upon one leg;, 
who could (land much better upon two; but he humbly 
conceived that the half guinea would be as well difpofed of 
if siv&n- to i'ome man wlio had only one leg to (land upon. 

SSt.^artyn commcndcd the lull, but wiilved- it had gone- 

^ fiSjrtbRr.^ The garning-houfes that were open every Sunday 
in the neighbourhood of the palace ought not to be fullered j 
and yet he underfrood they were frequented by fome of the 
hrft men, in point of rank and ability, in llie two Houfes 
of Parliament. Mr.,Marryn exprefled Iiis aftonifltment how 
gentlemen, who, from the lituation in life in which they 
moved, ought to be good examples to their inferiors, could 
reconcile it to their confciences, to come down to that Houfe, 
and the Houfe of Lords, and make laws to punisffi thofewho 
were beneath them, in regard to rank and fortune, for fmall 
erimes, while they themfelves pafled thiir lives in one conti-* 
ahed round of offence to morality and decency. 

The bill WrtS Tcad a lecomi liine. 

Mr, *ftirner prefented a petition from the proprietors of 
Carlidc whdb, after fome reprobation, was difaiiffcd 

frbm tbje t^ble, » 

AdjdttrM to the i<4th.. 
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' Mir. Burii roftf at al)out half |»afl fbiirVifSfcfJ 
the attention of the Houfe to the'very importatif i^iiliiii^ 
the feiKure and conhrcation of private property on th« 1at|p 
rapture of the illand of St. £ufl;aiiu6. The hoootiTahfO ^n- 
tleman began with ftating the very^reat coniequence otthe 
^ueftton on which they were about; to enter. The eyiKitlf- 
Europe would be on the conduct of the British legiSatuns ini' 
the prefent instance, and it would be exceedingly necefla,r|r to 
he cautious and grave, to be cool and impartial in their dlelibe<> 
rations; perhaps the fate of Britain would depend on the re?* 
full and docifion of that queftion ; for, fays he, it ought to be 
remembered, that we {food in a new Situation : we were en*> 
gaged in a molt calamitous war, in which we had many ene¬ 
mies and no friends* it was a Situation unprecedented in tht 
hiflory of Britain, and called for all thp wifdotn and all the 
prudence of the government. We ought not, by inftituting 
a fcheme of inhuman plunder and unjutt oppreflion, to make 
more enemies, or to incenfe and provoke thofe with whom wc 
arc already involved. We ought, inftead of pufhtng war to 
its extremes, to endeavour, by every means in our power, to 
moderate its horrors, and to commit no other depredations 
than Aich as were necefl'ary to public fuccefs, or as contributed 
to.national glory. Private emolument ought not to be received 
as an excufe for rapacity. By fuch icivil regards, the refent- 
ments of our enemies might be foftened; the enmity might be 
fubd(|ed, and their minds be brought to a favourable inclina¬ 
tion towards peace. Or neutral nations, pc’-ceiving that, 
even in a ftrugglc for our exiilience, we did not deviate from 
honour, might be brought to applaud the dignity of our fenti* 
merits as a people, and aiHft us in checondiiCT. But a contrary 
behavior on our part was likely to provoke them to unite 
againft us, and make the proteftion of human nature from 
plunder and robbery a common caufe. They would not fland , 
unconcerned fpedators of the renovation of that fyftem of ha** 
yock which it had been the pride of civilifed Europe to exe¬ 
crate and explode, 

The honourable gentlietnan called back to the recoller^ioil 
of the Houfe the term« cf the manifefto, publilhed by Qreat 
Britain on the commenc«{ncn.t of hoftilities with the Dutch, 
That manifefto was pubiiftied on the 2Qth of December; the 
terms and language of which threatened no inhuman cruelty, V 
no uncommon fevertty} 'butu on the contrary, feeined rather 
to portend the (hort variance of ol^ allies, in which all their 
0 I 4 ffiend|hip mid afte^iion would operate richer ki 0ie jitney 
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e3(prdS|(i4)s' of kindfii^fit art4 long-luffertng, and th^ 
menaces lyfilch it held out'feemed r<> be torn by conftraintfroni 
a'heart Mending under the, affii£tion of unwilPing ftnie. The 
liarbinger was fn genile^. that it was not to be feared that th^ 
.war would be fhocking! It wa« expected by men of both 
countries as no more than a temporary rupture, flowing from 
tiie, tafh petulance of the parties, and which their mutual 
fenfe would in the coolnefs of deliberation fuddeniy heal. 
The proclamation?» with lefpe^l to letters of marque, &:c. 
which followed the manifefto, warranted the fameexpedtations. 
There was no predatory fyftcrn threatene.i nor powers granted 
of an unufual nature. The-honourable gentleman proved this 
by reading the various pafl'iges in th-fe itaie-papers, contain¬ 
ing the languagfi;Hf the court, and the powers granted in the 
commencement’Of the war. 

He now came to the tranfa^lions in the Weif-Indies. The 
rapidity of the expedition againll the ifland of St. Kuflatius 
was a matter which begot lu^icions,that the orders of govern¬ 
ment to the commanders on that ftation had not waited for 


the event of the declaration of hoftilities ; orelfethc circum- 
Aances of the affairs were proofs of the vigilance and wifdoni 
of our government, and,of the promptitude, alacrity, and con- 
duft ot our commandcfi?) But, in order to the due confid'e- 
ration of the bufinefs, and of this very important queftion, 
it was neceflary that all the circurnflanccs of the fituation and 
fhc time, of the profpe^i, and the event fltould attended 
to, Firft then, it was on theclofc of a moft melancholy and 
general difsAre'-^ which happened in that part of the world ; a 
hurricane which had involved all the iflands in common fuf- 
fering and common diftrefs. When all that extenfive branch 
pf fflands and fettlements had been vifited by the fcourge of 
Providence, as a corred^ion of their vices, or an humbitr of 
their pride. At fuch a time it might hive been expedted that 
fhedeadly ferpents of war would fqr a time have been huihed 
into a calm in that quarter of the world. Their ftores of 
potfon being exhaufled, and wanting the recruit and frudlifi- 
cation which the rich earth way accvllomed m beftow, that 
they would have remained for a timd mutual fpcdlators as they 
werctnatuid fufferers, and would not have increafed the flock 
of their diffrefs, by adfeititious calamities. Tfte hurricane 
feemed the particular vifitation of He?yca,.as if the Deity had 
meant thereby to check the fury of mankind againfl each other, 
and reconcile them by the 'fenfe of their conimon necefHtics, 
Rarely, when human pride was levelled in the duff, and we 
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it became us to crawl from <iuf litflks With a, fi^Iio^hif Wef* 
tberly love to each other j to abate a little of oyr rai|fcduf s 
and not add the devaftaiions of war to thofe ofthe hutrfcjaite. 
But it was not fo with Briiain ; for even when the ftern |ilfeaft 
of rebellion melted with grneious (fhipathy, and E)r, Frht»fc- 
lyn * iflued exprefs orders that provihon^fhips (hould pWa,;^ . 
the Britiih as well as to the other iflands without impediment 
or injury ; even this was thought the fit and proper moment 
by our commanders for an expedition to St. Vincent’s far the 
recovery of that iflind. An expedition undertaken with fo 
4 ittle knowledge of the ftate of defence in which the ifiand 
ftood, that after the tr<X)ps were debarked, and had reconnoitred 
the works and the garrifon, they found it convenient to retreat 
without attempting the objeft of their exp^ition. 

At this time too it was, that, in obedience to the orders of 
minifters, the expedition was undertaken agiinftSt, Eufiatius. 
This ifland was different from all othirs. it feemed to have 
been fliot up from the ocean by fome convulfion; the chimney 
of a volcano, rocky and barren. It had no produce. Its ex¬ 
tent was but thirty nnics. it feenied to be but a late produc¬ 
tion of nature, a fort of a Ivfus naturo’, haftily framed, neither 
ihapen nor organifed, and differing tn qualities from all other. 
Its proprietors had, in the fpirit o^^mcrce, made it an em¬ 
porium for all the world} j mart, a naagazine forrall the nations 
of the earth. It had no fortifications for its defence j no gar- 
rilon, no martial fpirit, nor military regulations. Its inhabi¬ 
tants were a mixed body of all nations and climates ; not re¬ 
duced to any fpecies of military duty or military difeipline. 
Its utility was its defence. The univerfality of its ufc, th* 
conffant neutrality oi its nature,which madeit advantagt^ous to 
all the nations of the world, was its fecurity and iss fafe-guatd. 
It had rifen, like another 'lyre, upon the waves to communi¬ 
cate to all countries and climates the convenieacies and the 
. neceflaries of life. Its wealth was prodigious, arifing from 
its induffry, and the nature of its commerce,At the lime ofthis 
expedition there were only fifty-five foldiers in the garrifon,. it 










* Dr. Franklyn, on the application of^ the merchants of DitbUo, 
by the vbiciSiof Sir Edward Newesiham, Ifiued a letter to all oiafiera 
of American '(hipMpd priirateera, dirtying them not tp interfere 
between the charity of Britain and the fu&rings of the W«ll-iii 4 ia 
iilands, as even war ought to have^a regard to the eotr^ie&s of 
provifions. Vide Eemehib’ieneer, 

* fuch 





,4^ la |[Uil44i^g «rhije$j> 1>|p itounefy add in compliment ihlglit 
fee«4?»4 Tijefe foldim too were of the worft defcrip** 

tijdih,'ifcd* Out of ttefc there were pnly twelve men of colour* 
AgiMoU this iliahd then» fo circumil^aoced and fo defended| 
the Bfitifii coT^mitnders went with fourreen ftiips of the line^> 
afld-iever4 frigatesand a body of three thoufaiui land forces 
on board* li bey had heard of no war being commenced. 
Thqr .bad received fio intimation of hoftiliiies being begun or 
defigned. But thus unprepared, naked and defencelef^* they 
were Oummojied to furrender diferttinn within an hour* 
That time, howeycr ihort in point of precedent, was on this 
€»Gcaflon not only Sufficient) but ample. It was neediefs to 
heiScate where they couid not refiiK It required but little 
dtfeuffion or debate to refolve on what was to be done. The 
Dutch commande#'yieldcd up the dominion, the territory, the 
pllblie property^ and eve. y thing that belonged to the united 
Bates, to Britiflx commande.'s without any Aipulation, and 
rely»ng totally on thje diferetion, the mercy, apd the clemency 
of the conquerors* 

What was the difenetinn and the merejf of the conquerors ! 
A general confifcaiion of all the property found upon the 
iiland, public and private, Dutch and Britifh ; without difcri- 
inibation, without regard ^ friend or Fo**, to the fuijjcdls of 
Iteutral powers, or to the f^e^ts r*f our own Bate: the wealth 
ef the opuierkt} the goods of the merchant} the utenfils of 
the anifan j the ncccll&ries of the poor w‘crc feiated on j and a 
fenteitce of general beggary pronounced in one moment upon 
a whole peoj^e. A cruelty unhc/ird of in f.urppe for many 
years, 4td fuch as be would venture to proclaim was a mofi; 
unjuBiiSi^blc, outrageous, and unprincipled vioUtion of the 
laws of nations. It W’lis accoihpanud too with cruelties, al- 
mcB unheard of in the hiftory of rhofe barbarous times, when 
wai^. was puihed id all its extremes of rtgour, and when the 
iWotd and the firebrand w'cre in concenv All the property 
had not only been condemned to one general uidtfcnmincite 
ccwtBfcatioh, but the warehoufes were kicked up, and accefs 
was denied to the proprietors, by which they might have an 
opportunity.of albettaining the amount of their cocamodittes, 
and (ecuring,theirllfoperty by labels,, or by inventories. Thus 
deprived of tleif merchandifes, and all the hone^ profits of 
their there remained, howeve^*^ ihisjgron-.td of hope, 

that by explaining the nature of their misfortune to their cor- 
refpondents in the neighbouring iflanda, or in Europe, they 
might procure a loun to form 4 iiew Boek wiBi, end by in- 
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'efugc of hope. All their circuraftan^es were laiij open i > 
yeak fides expofedi and the places j>ointed_ out, 6j 
nalke or enmity might attack them with fucceut, . 

'here known till tliat moment a mote complete adl of tymn* 
iy than this ? It was unparalleled in the annals of cotiqueft,f 
jot it was furpalled by what followed ; for, the next adt was., 

!o feize upon all their letters alfo, and their private papers* 
it was not enough that the fecrets of their trade and their 
weaknefles fliould be laid open, but alfo that the fecrets of 
cheir families fltould be mfcovered; the private calamities, 
to which all are more or lefs incidei\f, and all anxious to con¬ 
ceal, and to fuififr unknown, wete expoled and their raiferies 
agtri av;M:ed, by becoming a matter perhaps of deril’ion and mer- 
jimeut to infulting plunderers. 

It would luivc been conceived, that fnrth*’r than this t'vcn 
inventive tyranny could not proceed j hut it proceeded ui this 
inftance as "much beyond the reach of common opprcffioii as 
it did of conxmon credulity. If the fadls were not afcenain«^ 
beyond a pofiibility of doubt, he could not have believed that 
fudi a(Sts were pd'pcrrated at fuch*day by Britiflr fpldiers, 
'I’hc merchants and inhabitants plundered and robbed of all 
that they poflefled in tlie world, and of all the hopes tliat they 
had of having their property reftored; involved in all the ca- , 
laraities of want and wretchednefs,' thought it.at Icaft refiifoiir 
able to exae^ that, dtdiitute as they wereof |4I the meau^S'or 
fuftenance, and a^ually ftarving, upon application, a pa^t ait 
K'all of tlieir own provifions might be remitted tot tlieoi, ^ 
I hcy prefented an application to the quarter mailer general,, 
for this purpofe; and what was the fublime and the generous 
anfwcr whidi the gentleman returned ? “ Not a mouthful/* 
was exaiSlly his expreHion. Noivvithfhmdkig this anfwer, 
khey m.ide another application, in tlx* confidence that fo juft i 
^requefl would be ultimately comiVlied with j ftill the aniw'er 
|was, “ Not U' mouthful.” I'hey prefented a third reprefen-. 
station, arid they received ftill the fame reply, “ Not a 
|ful, not a mouthful, if you were ftarving.’* Nor was this 
the extent ofilfce oppreffion on the one hand, or of the fuffeii?'' 
ig on the Q^F. .Xhw calh was feized upon; aiid 
tftedually deprived of every thing hpt the liberty of 
^ut a mileraWe, exiftencci they had recourfe to an expedieiu 
'igMfted by neceffity, qf nistking ufeof their former credit 
dm their correfpondents in the neighbouring iflands, by 
hawiog upoft them for »temporary fupply, Of this refourcc 

they 



wci^ alf6 j lc«r j^r^kmation was ifliied pre¬ 

vising the i%ing<jf iach .|>iijls; riay, to fuch a length did 
|he Cruelty df l^is perlecution go, that a hill which was found 
among the p.rpct$ of a c^ifiderable trader jn the ifland, drawii 
tipah government, hut not lignet! nor indorfed, was brought 
to jthe unhappy man, ai>d he was forced, ahfolutely forced, 
to fign and indorlfe it. to his injury, if not to his ruin. After 
all thefi^ itages of unheard-of oppicdion had been fuccefsfuily 
gone through, there wanted no more but an attack upon the 
'pcrl’ons of rlie unJuappy people to huiih the feene. He blii/h*- 
ed, Iki: iiiid, to relate live fequel for the Ijonour of hurUanity, 
of this enlightened age, and llill more of the Chridiaii cha- 
Tafter, The perfecution was beguii with the people, whom 
of all others it ought to be the care and the wiflj of human 
nations to proteft, the Jews. Having no fixed filtle- 
incnt in any part of the world, no kingdom nor country in 
which they have a government, a community, and a lyliem 
of laws, they ate thrown upon the benevolence of nations, 
atid claim protetSlion and civility horn their wcaknefs, as well 
as from their utility. 'I’hey were a people, who by Ihunning 
the profeflPion of any, could give no w'oll-founded jcaluuiy to 
iiny Ihite, If they have JContra<Sl<‘d fome vices, they are lucli 
:as naturally arife from" their dil'perfed, wandcj ing, and pro- 
ferihed Hate. It was an obfervation as old as Haner, and 
confirmed by the experience of all ages, that in a fi.ite of fer- 
vitude the hurn.inmind lofes hab its value, from the eail to tlia 
w^lf, from one end of the work! to the. other, tliey are rcattered 
4irtd,;:Conne6tedpthe links of communication, in the mercantile 
chain; or to borrow a phrafe from eleftricity, the condmSlors 
■ h'y which credit was trardmitted through the world. Tin ii 
ahamioned ' ftate, and their dcfcncciel's fituation calls moll 
forcibly for the prote6liou of civilifcd nations. If Dutchmen 
injured and atiacke<l, tJie Dutch have a nation, a govern, 
inent, and armies to redrefs or rbvenge their caull*. If ilri- 
tons are injured, Britons have armies .uul laws, the laws of 
nations, (or at leatl they once had the laws of nations,) to 
fly to for proteiftion and jufiice. But the Jews have ik) lucli 
■power, and no. fuch friend to depend on. Humanity tli<*n 
mull become their protestor and ally. Did .they find it in 
the Britilh conquerors of St. Eufiatius? No (V the coji- 
trary, a rfefojutioii was taken to bahilhmhis unhappy people 
from the iliand. They'fuflered in common avith the re/l of 
tJie inhabitants, the lofs of their merchandile, their bills, their 
houles, and their provifions ; and after this they were ordered 
to quit ilte ifland f and only one day was given thern for pre- 
. - ■ * parationji 
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’fentence, btttirt vam’^ |j'iyas 
partcff th6 world th(Sy''^er« 
viras, that they ihould’^not ^iitfoi^cl,'" 
p^jKSrty along' with’them ?' 'No,-^!l^uft.th<iy 
with them their wives and childr^? 
mition they could obtain was, tlut they 'i^uft .ptepiW^^ 
part the ifland the next day; and without th^lr faraUiea^r^ 
very laft comfort of wretcliedpefe,;—they rnuft appear the next 
day at an appointed place to embark. The next day they 
did appear to tile number of olie hundred and one, the whole 
that Aerc Upon the ifland. They were confined in a weigh- 
hoiife, a place (tn fome refpeils) llmilar to a turnmke-honii^ 
but ftrongly guarded ; and orders were given that they-fliould 
be ftrippe^i, and all the linings of their cIothe$ ripped up, thsa: 
every milling of money which they might attempt to conctol 
and carry oli' fliould be diibovered and taken from them. This 
order was carried into rigid execution, aiid money, to the 
amount of eight thoufand pounds, was taken from thele poOr« 
miferable outcails; and thus deprived of the fruits of th«r 
afliduity, and the comfort of their age, thirty of them were 
embarked on boaid the Shrewfbury, and c^ried to St. Kitfs. 
Tlie reil after being confined for tliree days unheard ofi' 
unknown, were fet at liberty to return to their families, that 
they might be melanchol y liie(5fators of the fale of their own 
property. He mentioned jbme particular inflances of ag* 
gravated cruelty inlli(5ted on the Jews While they remaui«»i m 
the weigh-houie. One of thefe poor wretches had fewed ujp 
two hundred Johannes in his coat, and thefnoney was difeo'- 
vered; he was immediately turned from athobg the augd 
let apart for puniftimcnt, for having endeavoured to cofic^ 
forhe little remains of the wreck of nis fortune. Two inbt® 
Jews had beeri deteiSled alfo in a breach of the order for 
vering up ajl tfieir money. Upon one of them were found 
nine hundred Johannes. This poor man’s cafe Was jpectfli- 
ariy feve>re, his name was Pollcsck. He had formerly Itved 
on Rhode Ifland i and, bccaufe he had imported tea contrary 
to tlie command of the Aniericans, he was llripped . of ^ 
was worth; and driven out of the ifland; his brother 
in his aiiflSsi|rtunes; but did not furvive them j his <iea#e^* 
created die Sjares of the furvivor, as he got an adddijEioj:i||'i5i» 
mily, in his ohrtlJBrt dfildrcn, to provide for. Ano'^j^i^JeW 
married, his fifler; and both of them foUowing.v^ ^iKij^iifh 
army,' bad for their I#fd|y ^'fome 'Jandt 
with fothe other AmwSah' refugees, oh Long-*l^sid^; by Sir 
Vot.IU, Rr ' . 
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WiMw : they taiiUt a kiw^ of a fbit there to defend 
i hW ii? wan (00a Ahev attacked and carried by the 
AwHead^i anddotanmn who defended it cfcaped either 
df«l 3 i oaprivity t the jew^s brorher-'m law ftU durmp, the 
aCtaA, he fhrviVed 5 an { had then iht fanuly of his deceafed 
ht^thcr andbrother-'in-low, hu rioilier and nftci, to fupport; 
he fcMltd at St. Euilatiuf, whvx^ he maintained his nomc- 
toqa family, and had madt. h me jMonty, when he and his 
family were oned mo.e luined, by tfit timinnuders of a Bu- 
tijfli to whofe t.ault he vvas u) .ut Khetl; .>ncl m who<e 

caufc he had loft two brothci-', and Inv propcitv tun.c. 
Anothci J<w, named Vertram, \ j' in^at d with as much fc- 
verity, 1101 hid the commandos anv pretest Iromlns profef- 
fton, for eonftlcating Ins propoty; he 1 )<d no WHilike oi 
naval ftorcs to the enemy ; hf ilt fimpl) in China waies ; 
brittle emUctm, of the icnnu he was cohasw mthem*. an 
Older was gittn, and he was left a beggar. 

Thefe ciotirics were Ibcn followcti by others . s dreadful. 
The peilegation was nut confined to the Tlthcw nation. 
Another piorlamation v'’s iifucd, oidenng all Un, Americans, 
viitbout chftinftion, todep.it the if and. '1 liofr who hatl 
retired from thcli native countn, that th\ / might avoid 
taking a fliare m the dilpuit vvi'h Bruatn, .u svell aS thole 
ftfho might have come rheic for the pnipofe of iiTiftiiig Ame¬ 
rica, wtie doomed to jutlantapeous bamfhmcnt. '1 he next 
was a piorbraatiOn, cult rjn<’> .lU the I ri*nc!i inhahitanrs to 
de^tt. The next was a p*( ehmation oidcrnp all the in- 
habitjinty, late citizens of Ainfttrdani, to depart; and, laft 
of all, a pioeldmat'on, ordenngall foreigntis of rvtiy kind, 
djid all but the fettled inlubiunts of the ifand, to depait. 
The honuuiabis gentleman animadveued, with becoming 
iadign«itiou on all thof ftiameful pioceedmg*’, and faid they 
t|feie not fogged ions ol mmiaginaiion, they wtic not cxDg- 
^ciatcd by any frrtious fpitit; they were piovcd by the an- 
thotAt) of the St. Chriftopher’s Cua/ettc, immediately on the 
^ftheof the^tianf nylons, with the authentication of the go- 
veitwn^t tlieie. Tnc la£ls would alio be proved by affida- 
Vitj9, if tt*tj[U»ied. 

now gave a particular ielation of the conduct of the 
afthifiUy aud inluUumts of St. Kitt’s on thL‘.‘’*iln wucholy 
oppredtons. The tranfpo'rcd beggars oL‘'t. Cuftatius came 

gjefenting ^forc them mifeuble objcAs of diftrefs and 
pity. Th^ caltimitics wore beyond the relief of private do- 
natiods Viftted as they had been the hand of Providence* 


a 
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bat outof'tjic litl^' 
emended, out of the comraoa to 

• The hpnoarabk geatlcmao’ gave acxoaQt J%^,,,,. 
illcpa which they had taken for tb«s|^covii^f:y: thelir, ow^ 
petty and that of the oUier fuffciers- Thfe BfitiCh 
St. Euflatius might well claim 

Brilifli commanders, but they met only .with infuk and ra- 
pacity. I'hc legiflaturc of St, .Chriftopher’s took the mirttcr 
VJS iieing aftcnilhcd at. the unprecedented length to which 
the Brililh commanders had proceeded; and aftei drawing 
up a llrong remopHrance on the fubjeft, lent to it by Mr. 
Moore, P.nd other gentlemen of the committee of the ifland 
of St- Chriftopher’s, to the ifland of St. Ea0:atius, Oniherr 
arrival, they were admitted to an interview with tlie adfipiral 
arid general, ir» the great cabin of the SMwich, where Six 
George afked Mr. Moore if he did not bring a rcmonftrancc. 
On which he produced it, and after Sir Oeorge had read a 
fmall part of it, he laid, he could not poffibly give any an- 
fwer to it then ; but, after Ije had confidered it, that he (iloulj 
have an anfwcr. Mr. Burke laid, that the next day Mr. 
Moore and the other gentlemen were admitted on ftiorc?.,to 
an interview w^iih Sir George and general: where a cdsi* 
verfation palled, of which Mr. Burke read anattcfled co^yi^ 
having been commit'■cd to paper immediately after the inter¬ 
view, and tworn to by the* gentlemen of the St. Chnftd^hcf 
committee; the converfation was various. The adm'irargaye 
as! a reafon for the confxfcation of the property, that they ufed 
St. Eullatius only as a depolite for their goods, and tl^y 
meant to fupply the enemies of their country, 
was anfwercd to this, that they conceived that, by the 
nada-aft, the tobacco-aft, and the cotton-aft, they 
juftified in the commerce which they legally CiltTfied omit 
this place ; that it was a commerce not only juftihed by" Bri- 
tifh aft's, but encouraged by thc.Britifh gov,ernmenV; they 
were told in reply, that thofe afts were foolifli 
that they had been procured by faftious men, for 
pernicious ends,” He could not but obferve, that 
■ ivtfry fl a« tt rmptuous treatment of the IcgHlature of thlyl^^- 
dom, for a& K o^c er w ^atibever. to pronounce, 
it w»as his dmy enforce^, impolitic; and. 

they ' hikd been obtaint^ by faftiftus perfons, ai 
'viowsi' ■ The .perfona brought in 

bacco, and cottoh, Were Lord‘Beauchamp aiid l^ir 
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oi tlie’ fidtitc,-wbtilt 
.pdrfons; ami a» 

hacl-a^ed for jwrti^ 
ypbb the fccnrity which thcfe aBs 
l^^iOpt tb whofe {tores the cooimandets ha4 

aih^ jtaib) thstt as the goods*tvere legaily ftored un- 
0 b CM>!^**<>b of tiic Britini i^lflaturc, they ought to be 
delivered bp to tlic owners. Sir Gt.orgc repli^-d, that he and 
the general did not eomc there to hear afls of Parliament cxr 

nTainn'<4' knr m nkvv' kic KA‘«iii»^v’§ Ql'derS. Oo Mf. MoOl'C^^ 


plained^ but to ob^ his 

maentioning the pombijity of retaliatibn from the French, Sir 
iorcbrgc,fH|d,, ^f they dared not retaliate;” and after oilier 
eohyerf^tion tji^ld.JEHefn, that if they or any other perfons 
0 Qught thcirtfel^ aggrieved, they might go ro law for re- 
tfrefe* No other' interview took place, though a fetoud re. 
miQhftrance and petition was drawn up in St. Chriilopfcr’s, 
bi^lfebitb St. Euflatius; but Mr, Grenville, the Solicitor 
General, by whom it was written and carried, couUi not pro¬ 
cure an interview; but to the excellent remoulirance which 
he prefented, received only an* anivver, ih<a they had no 
tim? to attend to the memorial, }ylr. Grenville’s reply to 
l^e of thoie argumeotii .was extremely ingenious and ftrong: 

thought it a produftion worthy of any Solicitor 
general in the world. He particularly retorted upon the 
pdunirah by. iaylngj^ that if it was Illegal in the merchants to 
l^ fheir property for iaJe to St. Euftatius, the naval ofiicers 
l^adiOgUidly .traolfe^ the law by Iclliag their prizes thert"*^. 

t]a^ the bqnourabl . gentleman cante tu vxa- 
proceeding.*, and entered largf ly into th'* iiiveftiga- 
that r>£jit;which a conqueror attains to 0e property 
v^aft^uitBcd by 0e,. laws of nations. '1 hefc were the 
4 |aeftion» to which he wiihed to draw the attention of the 
'iihttt under tbele circumftances,. or even without 
itiFitojiggfavatipns of cruelty that had taken place, he de- 
th** s tb«, general confiCcuiion pf the private property 
\l|«pl the ifland was contrary to the law of nations, 
fjftem of war which civilifed ftates had of late, 
*ir ^tonlwAt and pra^ice, thought proper t (^J| ]||rq^uee, 











the Eifentbtyof St. Chriilopher*a| with a 
,.V ^ *be eotnpitliee. and the admirable ku 

, w of Jlk^'ipiettirU^ m ptiblilhe^ in 0e lUinemhraitcfigr. , 

‘ ' . IV0aps 



'F^rfeap's It'might be faid, 
ons; no general efta'bjliffieid j.4w4.ps#id% 
in whkh every nation had. 
any law of nationr, eClabUj^ed ’.ifll;:©'' the 
biaeV'letter, hy ftatate and record j; hut a'-'lailr^ 

nations as firm, as clear, as manif^ 3S’;^ligi^rjv, 
difpcniable. Firft, it was a maxim, gentraleftabirfijed , ii|m; 
agreed to, “ that the rights of war were n<>f anUmitiSd/* ' 
they were unlimited, it would be ridicu1j?|«s to fay that there 
were laws of war; for as confefledly a Iw exifted to regu¬ 
late the pradice of ftates in hoftiUty with each other, if the 
rights of war were unbounded, it would follow, that the 
law placed limits to infinity. But this being the eft-ablifhed 
maxim, he had it in his power to prove that there were cer¬ 
tain limited and defined rights of w*r recogmfcd by civilifed 
fiatef, ;*nd piaibfed in enlightened Eifrone,’ ' Firft, he could 
prove that they were rftabUfhed by reafon, in which they 
h .(i their origin and rife j next, by t!>e convenfipn of par- 
ihirdly, by the auttiorities of writers, who took the 


lies 


laws and maxims not from their own invention and ideas, 
but from the confcut and fenfe of ages; and laftly, from the 
evidence of preccdtnt. 'I he honourable gentleman went 
largely into this defeription and proof of the rights of civili¬ 
sed war.' From the authority of reafon he formed gencraj 
opinions and fentimenrs, entertained and. rendered maxims 
by confent and ufe j “ that a king conquered, to acquire do¬ 
minion, not plunder that a ftatc docs not go to War 
wnh individuals, but with a ftate ; and in the cafe of Con- 
queft docs not take poflclfion of the private property^ hut of 
the public property of the ftatc conquered.’^ By thisvjhaaxtm 
the caianuties of war are mitigated. They are not fek ifb 
feverviy by the private individual, by the citizeor and. :t||e 
hufbandman, the manuladurer, and the merchant. Thtiifaw, 
therefore, directs that the private property of individuals, |n 
a territory furrvndering aediferetion, is not only 10 be fpared, 
but to be fecured. The very eftence of war prefttmc!!i of¬ 
fence, and often,ce reciprocity. But when. furrendered 
fummons at difererion, and without refiftance, there io 
reciprocity; and confequCntiy there is not the 
b£ ya.r. .When men lurfCnder, they arc imitled 
teiBion. '^hcre is a virtual com pad in c ,)nmn5ft^^v 

which protc6H0B ar^ibt 6u^ of, and accompanies 

,Qan the king.of Oreac-Britain i^iae upon the;^^^p!|l;j|ip!i^ of 
iaia.fubjei^s at his tivftFand pleafure^ No; 


iofiant of coiiqiie^ feis% on the goods and 


of the 
conqueitd. 






T Ji - ** Shew trte a goi'cr^- 

" ;;^tleman, ’** and I will .&ew 

\!0}i hij? 4 care where there is a dominiott; 

*^hat triift, be maft give up his 
;i©yal|: 3 f and hta^^ov^rflitnent, when he feiaes upon the pro¬ 
perty of the fuhjea j he nrmft dethrone himfelf from the jult 
dcMtiiition, when he hecomles the unjufl: plunderer of his peo¬ 
ple ; and vi'hen he thus.d^c^rts from the charaiSter, and the 
dignity, and the office of a, king, to take up that of a rob¬ 
ber and a fpoiler, there is a^fword in every hand to execute 
upon hiip the vengeance of human nature. The king, who 
ihould receive th^ furrender of a people, thereby admitting 
them within the pale of his government, and aficrwartls ftrip 
them of their property, muft, in fo doing, forfeit his royal 
aptjhwty, and be coniidcred only as a robber. It was ridi¬ 
culous to Aippofe for a moment, that the fnbjeifb could lofs 
bis effie^s,. ;ind all the beneht of regal prote 6 f:on, and vet be 
bound by the duty of allegiance i or that a monarch cou-d 
repain that charadfer when the whole property of the ftate 
was vefled in himfclf; be might then be calied lord of 4 he 
‘,^• 1 ? ^<^ 1 * pofleffor of it 5 but he could not arrogate the 

ncleofking, ; This is a principle infpired by the divine Au« 
thor trf all good j it is felt in the heart; it is recognifed by 
icaf<^ « is ei^ablifhed by coofent. The right of war w'ere 
thus limited by the learning of the fchools, by the light 
^ philofophy, by the difejuifidons of councils, by the de- 
Iegifl«tu«s, or by. the fenfe of delegated afiembltes. 
Irorigiitaced in tiec^ffity, in reafon, and in the field. The 
i^^ters themielyes intrwuced it; and being taught by nc- 
, dsffity, which in all cafes is the beft tutor, they adopted, 
^d they cxercifed, it without having the affiftance of lucu- 
. Nation. He now ftated, that by the convention of parties, 
this law of nations was eftabliChcd and confirmed. Piivatc 
l^^rty was exempted from the confiscation which follow¬ 
ed ^tdiCyproperty on the ifllie of a conqueft. A diftinaion 
in this virtual convention bctmceeti property found 
and fchind afhore. For what rcafoh thatHfewscii 

to be confifeat^, be couJd 
time was not far diiianflSlihe^ven that in- 
b«ni!iw/pM WAT would be aboHibed 5 but certainly the 
a diffitrence faetweem theewds found afhore 







nv^ tho e fouiiii 9EoaL He call«4 upon tliie it* 

fie4 them even to mention otie tnflartci^ 
of a general and indircriminiiu itomfcation 
within the 1 aft fifty years on aiiy c^hqueft’oorirntm 
diferetton. There wa$ nofuch initig. Thiji waaifcM inlSaiii^ 
that had occurred to ftain and di'%rac^the age, and the ebn^f 
try, and the caufe. As to the authc^ily ofh^k$,he thbu^^ 
them the weakeft part of the argument, although they ha^f- 
colit’ded the wifdom of ages, and had conne<Sle^, with that: 
of their authors fagacity, judgment, and fenfe. He quoted 
Vattell as being the Jateft and beft, and whofe teftimony 
he prefV'rred > becaufe, being a modern writer, he expreiTea 
the fenfe of the day in which wc live. As to the teftimony 
of precedent, as he had mentioned before, not one inftance 
had oc«,inred for the Jaft fifry years. The laft precedent o€ 
a furrciidcr at diferetion he confidered as the beft to be ad- 
d.iced. ‘The cafe of Ore'nacla was the Jateft. There the 
iilnnd furrcxidtred at diferetion, but not without refiftancc, 
l:ke St, Lui'latia. 'I he conqueft was contefted, and was 
won witii a profufiion of blood. What was the confequence 
there ? The Count i3’Eft*iign, though a man by no means 
remarkable ior the wcaknell of his nature, did not venture to 
make a general confifeation of the private property of the 
inhabitants, or to go to the lengths of cruelty and oppefiioa 
lately pradtiled at Sf. Eullatius. He indeed went farther 
than he ought, in framing certain regulations of a fcvere na* 
tuie againlt the cftaies of ahfentees, and to other objedb : 
but on an application to the Ftench king, he gave full and 
ample redreis ; he countermanded the orders of DTftaing^ 
and fecored to every merchant, planter, and inhabitant, the 
full and quiet poflelTion of their property. The honourable 
gentleman having, in a variety of moft beatjtiftd and forcible 
arguments, inforced the dodfrmc of the law of nations, with 
rttlpe£t to the fecurity whicii ought to have been given l6 the 
private property of the Dutch in that ifland, came to fpeak 
to the queilion of the confifeation of Britilh property in that 
iiland. In this he anfwered very fully all that had been fug- 
gefted by the commanders upon that ftation, in juftificatibtt 
of their conduct, that tliey made St. Euftatius a depb^ 
fite, for the fupply of the enemy.” If this was true witti 
rfjJb^b-tepthe inhabitants in general, it was a good caufe for 
going to wa.“ ; ta jt^jras a dodlrine univerfally elHMUhed, 
that when war is once declared and inftituted, the bi^jiMbritnt 
powers are to treat otib another , ^s having mutnidly ^^ftlce 
<m their fide, until final ifiue is knov^. So thou^ 
* , 3 ’ ’ ' the 
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tlwf, ipftrfiiiimifntefs of the Dutch might be 3 juft csiufc.ftr' 
gomg th W 4 IP, ,It was ij^ qtcufe for aggravating the horrors 
of it., . Every war pre&ine^ au o^nce on the one. part, and 
wheu' the cattfe was relerred to this mode of decifion it was 
to be confidered as fuh^^uSictf during wiiich time both parties 
were intitied to.the fai^c treatment; for it was a firft prin- 
etpie in tJie law of nations, as laid down by every writer, 
that to expound the rights of war, we muft conceive each 
party to have juft ice on i ts fide, and ever-y thing preceding 
the commencement of hoftilitics muft be forgotten in tliat 
rspofstion. To make the ifland of St. Euftatius a dcpofite 
was no crime. In the i'piiit of mercbaiulize, it could not be 
a depofite, without alio being a market. The merchant 
does not carry his goods to a place to lay them up, but 
to fell them; and it was the known, eflabliftiecl, and ad- 
miied principle of St. Eu/latius to be. .1 mart for all the 
world, and confequently equally advant.ageons to us as to 
the enemy. Wenad thrown open Donjiiuca upon the fame 
principle. That had been taken from us, and the moment 
tliat we procured a new Dominica, we threw away its ad¬ 
vantages. But if it was a fault to fend goods to St. Eufta- 
tius, and there to fell them, it was a fault for which the 
l^iflature of this country wcic anfweiabie, and not tlie 
merchants ; for they had tncouraged them to the trade. They 
|tad palled pofitive adts, inculcating in tlie inoft e.xprefs terms 
this traffic, in which adfts, tlje Grenada-aft, the tobacco- 
a,ft:, the cotton aft, the general good of this country vi’^as 
confulted; the revenues w-ere enlarged, the manufafturers 
promoted, and the merchants enriched. Thefe Were theafts 
declared by our commanders to hive , originated in faftion, 
lR>r bad ends. It was by them, however, that minillers had 
jMseo enabled to fay tiiat the commerce of this country, 
and the manufaftures of this country, had not fuffered by 
the war. But this fpecies of traffic had been recogni 'ed by 
hk .Majefty’s minift rs in every polfible manner. Nay, on 
tills yery principle of fliaringthe advantages in common with 
the enemy, to be reaped by the eftabiimment of a neutral 
Djattv 'tlje. mihifter had but the very laft week defended the 
pre.^ation for giving up the right of Britain to chaftife 
her enemies, or nght her caufe in the, Baltic. 
cha^nu of Britain traded to St. Euftatius under pofttive afts 
of parliament; and if the traffic waff mvpropc, or pernicious, 
only y^lidment ftiQuld bq blamed. ** But they fupplied the 
*aem*S»iidr their country,” 
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fcatfd their property and deprived them of their rightgi Tfiey 
adverlifcd it at a public auction) and invited all the neutral 
iflands to co iic and purchafc i^; nay, for the convertiente of 
thd'c iKutral powers*, advertifed that^fmail vclTcIs would be 
fold aliu to carry it ojf the ifland. Itrwas accwdinfily tranf* 
ported to French and American fettleWnts, and alfo to the 
DaniOi 1 Hands of St. (ijroiit and St, Thomas ; from whioh 
the Americans, Frenrb, and Spaniards, rotfirht be fuppiied* 
It was trcachef)' in the merchants to fell their propei'y to the 
enemy ; it was right in the commanders In chief to do (oi 
'i'he act f)f cnnhfcarion chanpced the nature of the market. 
The iioiiourable gentleman dwelt with great energy on this 
part <d’ the condusi of the commanders in chief. He faid^ 
inc whole property had been fold for orie fourth part of its 
Vrilue, by whirli oieans rbe enemy had been ftipphied bv go¬ 
vernment at a much cheaper rate th.in t;iey (.therwife could 
hav'(^ been, and a wht'lc people luiiu’d befldes. 

IJul if the enemies of Great Biitain were fupplied from 
?>t, Cuflatius withllorcs, it was an advantage that was not 
cxciubvcly tiieifs; they enjoyed it in common with the 
Knglifli and the nil of tlic world; we lihewife got fupplics 
fio;n it; and in 177H our windwarcl illands would have beenl 
flarvfxl if they !uid not been relieved from St. Euftatius: If the 
nutcli had fupplied the enemy with {lores, and had refufed 
to Icll ilicm to us, then perhaps we might have had caufc to 
complain . but they had formed an alliance with ready mo¬ 
ney, let it come from whom it might; and nothing was ever 
with-iicUl from any one who called for fupplies with ready 
mom ^ in their hands^ It was known that the Dutch at St, 
Kuflatitis had, for money, furmfhed us with cordage, pro- 
vWlons, arnunition, and even men, for an expedition againft 
the Spaniards; and that they alfo defeated that expedition, 
by felling for ready money alfo to the Spaniards, the very 
iumc kind of commodities, men only excepted. The iiland 
therefore was a common blclhng; and as it was opened to us 
by afls of Parliament, our commanders in chief ought 
to have felt themfelvcs bound by a double tic not to 
confifeate the private property; and it Was rcafonablc to 
p^jnii,e..that they would not have done it, if they had not 
had poiitive orders from minifters at home for all that they 
had done : He uhb waff e’xcccdingly fevercon the obfervatioa 
of the commanders, ** that the Hrkilli fubjefls migjirthavc 
redrefs In our courts of law.’” What! when they had no 
marks to diflinguiih their pronevtv, no poliibilitv of afeer- 

Voi.. ill. $ f ‘ ' taining 
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latfltiflg its valoe^ or of watching its faie! What! when they 
were robbed of their kft fhiUing, and deprived of all the 
laeam by which the prolecuiions could be carried on I ily 
the exultations from th^ treafury“bench, when that pairage of 
his letter was read, it vps to be concluded that minifl-ers ap¬ 
plauded fucli an anfwcr to their complaint:;. True it was, 
riiey might recover their property by law, but at the lame 
time thofe men Ihould be piinifhed who drove them to the 
nccelHty of doing To, It would be a ftrange jutlification, 
iliould the crown lay hands on all the property in this coun¬ 
try, to tell the parties injured the courts are open to you. 
But how were many of the fufFcrers to prolecutc the offen¬ 
ders ? ftripped as they were of their polTcllions, how were 
tlicy ro pay the cxpenccs of a law-lbit, while tiieir ainagoriifw'; 
might combat with their own money ; he mentioned the cafe 
of a gentlewoman, who at the recommendation of a lacly, 
not inorediftinguilhed for her rank than for her benevolence, 
ire had endeavoured to ferve in the city. This lady had many 
children, and had been married ar.' Englidlinian, who had 
afted as a captain of a 13utch trader, and had been abfent 
iixteen years; during all which time he had made his family 
fretjuent remittances, and about twe years ago had font hi,; 
wife word that after three more trips-, he intended to make 
up his favings, and come and, end his days with her and hi- 
children in peace and comfort. It happened that for lixteen 
months Ihe got no tidings of him ; and hitely, ro her afio- 
nifhwTient ant! defpalr, not only difcovered that he was dead, 
but that his property amounted to Ibmetlung more than 8000 !. 
which was in the ifland of St. Euftatiu.'*, when that illand 
was captured, anti the whole of it was I’ei/.ed and coafilcatet!; 
ib that l3he and her children were reduced to a ftate of ablblui*'’ 
beggery, without in any wife meriting fo fevere a misfortune. 
Mr. Burke heightened the pathos of this affecting calc, and 
put it home to the bofoms of the Houfe, in a manner that 
could not but route and excite the pity and compallion of 
every gentleman prefeivt; but fhe mult go to law, dcllitutc 
perhaps of the common necefkrics of life;^ flte inuft go tv 
law with the rich conquerors of St. Euftlatius, armed with all 
the plunder which they had lei zed, and backed by the 
and intereft of government. The poor unhappy lady, alfo 
deprived, of the certificates of her vented from 

proving her property j foe thefe conquerors wifely took care 
that the books, inventories, and vouciwrs, (hould go along 

witk 






with the property, and not remain to he brought up agieiiiift 
lliem in the day of reftiturion. 

The admiral’s ideas concerning the retaliation of France, 
lie reprehended fcvcrcly ; She would not dare to do it.” 
Wliat was this but provok'mg the ftemy to cxercife that 
power already in their hnnsle, by revoking the immunity 
granted to our felk)vv-ruhjc 3 s in Grenada; the inhabitants 
of tJiat illand w’ould tlieii have to curie the injuftice of our 
government, hni could not realonably complain of tiicir con- 
t]ucrors; and an old refpcftable merchant, who, ninety years 
ago, lied from the tyranny of the t rench monarchv to the 
.proic£lionof this govcrnmeni, might look back with aflonifh- 
■luetit, on the vieiilliudc of lunnan affairs, when he found 
himfelf laved by the generohiyof a French King, and the 
unjuft rapacity of Cheat Ibiiain. 

it was not extraordinary that a man fitting on a great gun 
.0 ,i ihips cabin, jflioulcl liokl Uriguage like tljat of Admiral 
Roihiev ; tor however much lie icipeclcd his naval charfiiier, 


hts jvidgnu^'Ut a-s a lawyer could not he t:xpeeled to liavc ajiy 
-coniccjiienco , hut to Ihe inimficisof tliis countiy etdioing and 
applauding fuch nuuims was iuange indeed. Jkit indeed. 


he did not w'ant the leiiinionv of Sir Samuel Hood to con¬ 


vince him .ihat jt w.is licit Sir Gcoige Rodney that had been 
flic author oi the jt, fttamelul proceedings, but his Majelly’s 
'jiiinifters. Mhc luniourahlc gentleman fpoke of the whole 
^hiij, winch ilicy had adopted and jmrfucd, as infamous and 
^'nliecoming to tlu'lall degree; from tlic^ unfuccefsful at¬ 
tempt on bt. Vim'-ent’s to the deftniwlive overthrow of St, 
jCiiHallus. /wt urder from a uahk' lord, fbnneriy fecretary 
ot itate foi t.)ie American department, and now again 
ployed in another ileparttmont by liis iVlajefly, had driven the 
Carihhees to ddpiratic.n; and this atteniivt upon the ifland, at 
fuc:h a time, had ixM^ewed aU their antipathy to tlv; Engliih; 
the letrcat of onr command r$ .having deprived them of an 
opportunity to he revenged upon our Ibidiers, they turned 
iht;ir rage againll the Britlih inhabitants, who then refided 
there, under the proredlion. of Hie French and fuch was tlie 
fenfe the Garihht'es entertained of the infamy of an attack 
upon ibc ilhiml, imraediatelv after the vifxtation of heaven, 
they would have Fierificed to their refentment all the 
Rritifh on the iflaiud, if the Frencli commandant bad not, by 
the moft ftrenuous aniT ingenuous exertions, fereeened them 
from the fury of the favages. Defeated in our hopes againll 
»St. Vincent’s, our commanders expcdled, that they might 
have hern able to reduce Mariinitiue and Guadaloupe by fa - 
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inanity. 
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iome, ih cori'fequence of the <^pflruciioii of proviCons hy tlie 
late hurricai^es; but we loit tlie opportuuity of Ihwing that 
we ViiiTt inhuman, and irid not the Gti&tadVion of ttavving 
either of thefe iflands Into a furrcndei. 

Their attempt on. Firffatlus had l>eia mo'n'* furredsfuI, 
and it feemed to minitlrrs, as* a^i oiltrers, with traulport, 
that they had been ablf* to eon(]nor a people that did not rcliil, 
and plunder them when the)'' junendcred to their mercy. 
'J'he liorumrable, gentlemiin, conehtdefj witli a fole-nm appiMl 
to the Houle, whether it was fit that t!i<- Ugillaiunr e^f (rjeal 
Britain /liould bctlie frll to piiingc Kuiopo into nil the hoi- 
rors of l)arbarit\, and iniiitute a fyllem £',i devafation, wlncii 
would not only l)ring difgrace, bet in a!! prohahilitv ruiu 
upon ourfelves. Hi-: wifu d to biing ibie. mattv.r properly In- 
lore the Houfe, that tin v inighi he liilly poff liedot the factr-. 
before they proceeded toa decilioiii for he rely wilhed them 
to be deliberate, to be impartial, to Vtc dilliUfri ilcd. Itwa>.., 
queftion as important a> any one tiiat h.-d e\er cop.),-' ln'toif 
them, for it was from their condudf th.iL Muroj)^ was to ieati| 
the fyilein of Britain, and by whicli they wc;c tq be forced 
to regulate thi.ir own i he thendoie moved, 

“ That an huinbl!' .iddrelV b^ prcimtf.d to ip'' Maieny, 
that he. will be giacioufy pita,' d to j;lve diiee-lions. ti^.it tlieu, 
be laid before this Ho'ife, coj'HSof.ili proclamations, merno- 
pals, orders, and i''!lruclion>, and ot all olfcnl fi'rre;- 
pondenre from and to any oi his Majelly's ininilh r.s. is bituo 
to the dirpoftion of tin- piopcrty b'.ionlo tha htate.'- 
Geneiais cOid to individu.il.', inhahiri'tg rji inf'n'lted in the 
jilaces or territories t.'.kc.'i froiij tlv- laid Sr■lie^■Gl^ne!al in the 
Wefl-IiKhe';.." 

Mr. y. StanUj seconded the. motion of his lionourabK., 
friend, The tvanfai'liqiis of tlie ilict and mmiv at the iilai,.l 
pf St, Eufhitiu.s weru fq truiy impolitic intd dilypacefui lint 
they retjiiired tla; raeft levcre reprehi nhon fi\iiii tserv n'l.m 
who paid remard cither to the hH?liiu,:S ot hum.ni natiae or to 
the chara< 5 ler of Hritain. 'J he lionourable gr-ntlem.in, w!io 
had iriadc the motion, had given fo compreh-'uhve, jull, and 
forcible a vivisv of the bufinels, th.it ii was iiardly pollihle to 
add any'^ thing on i!k; fuhiict to throw more light on tlie 
faef. or imprefs it more lenlibly on the mind. It w.i,, 
rial for the. Houle to nujutre: whether the comm.uule.'s had 
ri-^eived orders from mmillors at honiF, orhad luHed in thi?, 
mahner from their ow n flinp'motion. 'I'he piefent motion 
Was not to blame, but to n.ne.l'e. To procure iniiphc and 
informativn, not tu iudiu punillimcnt. iJe confuh ted the 
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iate confiscation as a kind of military loan, levied for the ufe 
of the army; and Said, as the nojde lord in the blue rihhond 
had lately ful)fidifod his jivirliaraejitai v ttoop*! to keep them 
faithful, he probably hit upon tlut method of fuhlidifing hi'^ 
niilitaiy troops abroad, to prclhrve Aeir attachment to him. 
Mr. Stanley laid farther, that he ;md his coUeaijui' had pro 
tented a petition to his Majefty, froin one Inindn'd and 
twent-four rclpectahle merchants at Liverpool, who viuaa 
dec{dy aficc^lccl by the late coMfifeatious in the illand of St. 
Lullatius; that tlie petition was at full font to the membttJ: 
lor Lis^erpool to ])refont, but they hatl refuibd to do it; he 
left it to th<* Houfe, thcivfoie, to confider what lore of con- 
.flruclion was to he put up«m die conducl of nK‘nd>c r.s. who 
vvert lo much at tlie miniAer^ nod, as to veniuic to refute 
ditcharging their duty to then coallltuenis, when called uixui 
hv tliem tor that purpob;. H<- trullcvl that the lioufo would 
on the piilent ocealion ihevv beconung abhorix-na'of tie* 
lieps that ucte taktai in the rediieiion ot Si. F.uiiatius, by 
which onlv the nation could evj)».*.4 U> efcape ilieuuadiwi con- 
fequenccs of that coruliuM. 


Hie riiotion lifinji read in form h 


tile fpealvcr, 


Mr. }]. 


jun, ude to explain the ciicumlianca mentioned^ 
by die honourable gentlein.in nlio had fprik'n Lai; and laid, 
tb eaccufatiou was lil-tounded . tiir that tlie p.uition had never 
been lent to !iim or his cidleagiie, but that tv\o odeT peti¬ 
tions wue., on one of wliicii tiic-v w rote a joint U iter, eon- 
taininin their reaions tor not emneiding in opinion w ith all 
tlv allegations ot the petition, I’uhinitting tliole le-ifons to the 
fubferihers of \iie iKiition, nnd declaring at the 1'ainc time, 
that il thtic ivafoiis lliould not convince the gcnileinen wlio 
had lulM'crihed it, that tlwn they would prefont it iininediatelv, 
liolding ir to he their duty, at all times, to complv with the 
willies ol ih.'ir conAituents. 'I'his letter they fent ofi' to Li- 
\erpooi hy i xpivfs, but never he.ud any more of tite. matter. 
'I'lie other petition they had prclhnied to the noble lord at the 
head of the American department. With regard to the pie- 
Icnt qiK'flion, Mr, Gafeoigue laid, be was not prepared to t.ai- 
ter into the conlideration of it, he Ihould only lay, that in 
determining upon great national jinints, he mufo licar lliong 
and convincing arguments, and found principles of law, laid 
down to prove any pofition of fo important a nature to his 
fatisfa61iori. I'dthetic and aileiSling narratives of private mi- 
fory and diftrel's naturally Tound«thcir way to ihe heiirt, and 
jferved to catch the palTions; hut they vveie not the fort of 

ground 
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Captain *joh*i Lmtrdi ihnl hr- rok* with equal zeal fi>r 
itj military and naval •Tervic®, t’ u ilse cviniutiercial iiiteicft of 


grouiad for the head, ami undcriJamling to rely on with fecu- 
ritv. 

Mr. Rfiwlhifm alfo exp’ainiiil lus con<h.n5l ndati-ve to the 
petition, and mentionul La bein^ liimfeJf matcri.iily Ajfl-biSfed 
hy the late confifearioik at St. Kullatiius, He therefore ear- 
iieflly called upon the i^^ble lord t«> know, whether lie had 
lent out any orders for n general eontilcation of the Briiilh 
property, legally in:;ported into tint ilhiiicl under author ity c>f 
Britiih acls of parliament. 

C»p*3|f.Z/#r 

the military 

his country, £ad for the general good of rlie ilate. to exju-efs 
his \yifli that the ptevious queiiion take place of Mi. 

Butker-: motion ; .ind that altjrovgh h*. kiu;w not what thole 
vwircT.i'-. were which the honoursibje nat'uibci had belore otier- 
cd lor commencing the inquiir, yet to judge :« idum by ftitii 
as had then been given, lie nv.s pt-riu.’ikd, that the motion 
Avns pieniaturc and t!nnece{r:iry, nmj wa.. Cure, that u would 
aipprai lobe veiy iinrtrirouab'c,. He fv-d, ixc Ihould iLuiil m 
i>oed of an apology to the Hoii'.e ;mg to rlu-? .S,-\Mkor, if ho pre- 
funrc-i'i to folicir their arrcntioru .< vit'vv i,o d.ike bis pooi 

abititic? aavtinH' Mr. Burkes cculf Icuhis l.sK-'Us, or to ent<t 
upon elaivMMt^ and mK''quH'l argumenr Ashh. rliut gviitloinan, 
■whafe power of prirfuafioa, auu whoft, gilr ol\iuqa.nce, gave 
C'hann' to h'o plfta, whichthc oti:. vaihl go unadorned with; 
.and tiiat th.-ofoiv, it vat: with hecon-dii*, clidid-^iitx, he \i"i- 
turcdfc oppnfo an opi*'i‘on to that tif tkx hoiiour.iblc member 
a* ftny t;.:;;.-. but particularly fo. wl --n. from his own affer- 
tj(=>n.f. 'be f>biei9’k*rw to tbv mo!:,( ,,io>k>' in hi* mind ; for if 

.»? really was iniyndcil to charge Ai4.immI bir fj.xugc Nodni 
' ' ' in 


wjtli hu 


wantouiy and unw ir r.iuiabiv f i.'xd theeliatrs of 
individuals :vt Sr. tlk’t bv the iron luind of power 

he had ti.imVorted theif owners Ir; a diilant lib', and bad dil- 
j>oftfl ol thru' pio'tVi.)ry without juskavaut r.'iulb or right fo to 
<io, inch nroceediugs would be hjgldv |^■'oper for parliament- 
iiry mvedtigation at a iiiruie period , but furelv were piema.- 
tore ev'ente- hllcn to, much mojato dlicuftf, wl;iluthat adnii^- 
ral vva.s Mnniovczl in the fervicc of hiv country in another part 
of the world, where he had done the ftate gical fervice, and 
could neither he apprifed of fucji attack, he pia'pared for hi*; 
ftc fopce, or l>e prefent tohehoaid in hi.s julliiic.atuvji. 

l ie faid. lie .apprehended tli.ir ilie rerrttoriai acqnilirion vva^ 
.1 right inherent in the CrcKvri. which could not be alien.itc*tl ; 
and therefore .iBoje planters, who were willing to tak'- the 
tM.ths of allegiance to the king, ns lord • * the {oil, oupht to 

retai;j 
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retain the pofleflioti of their efiatss, ftorcs, and negroes; hnt 
that all other jiroperty feixed at St. f'Aiilutia, whether belong¬ 
ing.to the general, to their lubjetSls, or to any other {ht- 

foo^ who were inhabit.ints of the ilhjnd, at the time of the 
fnrrender, was forfeited to the take/s; and that all negroes, 
mailers, tnalattoes, quadroons, famboos, or people of mixed 
colour, Haves to the Il.ttes-gcneral, to the congrefs of Ameri- 
fa, or to the government (^f ;mv ether country at war with 
rear-Britain, wese laWc to h.- tranlported to ©ur Well-India 
Hlands ; there to be iuiu, after coiulenuiation, as much as any 
'^thftf property fei/til finin the, enemy; he laid, there rnighc 
hr reafons alio, with which Bariiamerit W'erc ntJi tlicn ac- 
quaiatfds that would juftif/ Sir George Rodney in* a lempo- 
Tary removal of perlons of otlu r delcriptions from that iilaiKi. 
That therrfore, h:i"’r>g had the honour to ferve tor a verv 
conllder.ibir time und ' at oriilant admiral, and of knm', 
hnn very mtirp- tu nid \u I'.a'ddv Ciouit, tlr n i'.r 

,noted at St-h.uli.U.iu'i I’u •.> ; y ■ iiiike hiinlelt as tavhor,«iir 
giaiilrinan had thought prrpt r to irprelenr. He laid,, it 
vernmmt hadacquioicul in ^i.. coniilc.irion ot leizuivs made 
-it St. Lullatiu:., ,.s fir as luch accuietcencecould be conftrued 
?o "Xteiid, tjr Jiave legal op-vnion, ili'-y had dour that w-hich 
i>5und policy atul find jidiicr inquired them to do ; !n»t that 

ti’d, imlcR it wa.s proved to belong 
inhalntint’ within thei: dominions. 
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for tlw.r uie. In the two rirlh in- 
tixe light of capture to be indifputable; 
Ivn; w here perfons enraged in a coii- 
:i view to exoriritaat gain, and? 
r;r owi>, they mull fubmit to 
; it, and were liaide to feizure, 
tha couatry to which tliey 
came ; nor ought they to- 
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w'hat tliey had forfeited hy i.iw . for tliat, when mtrchvtnt.s of 
this country wdll enter into commercial connciSlions with thole 
ot the enemy, thru intrieil and property become fo inter- 
w^oven and ct ineuted, that you could net favour the claim of 
the one to the preclufion of tl»o reft ; and thercfoie, w-eio 
fuch applications to he ;ittendrd to, by mercantile manage¬ 
ment, ail lij.it had concerns in the trade would eventually 
reap equal henotit; but,, fays he,, thofe who‘ are carry ing on 
trafSc at St. Eiiftatia within the p;de of the law are perfcdlly 
fecure, and jieedbe iiftderno anprehenlions; tbrthecftechthero 
feifed rauH he labelled, and proceeded againft. in the firft court 
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of vice-ailmirajty, \vrthiti the jwiifdiiStion of which they are 
arrive!, and it will then come from thenwyiathof the captured, 
tliat the property -was fuch as has been deferihed, before any 
judge could proceed to ^'Uteilcfi of condemnation, or to i||fcro- 
nounce for the intereft the Crown* or that of any other 
parties. He ohferved, that the admiralty-court was in the full 
iiifl-ancc. the moft competent and proper to determine the 
right of prixe, and prior to fuch adjudicutionj he defied tlic 
ptmetrating eye even of a llurke to difcovei what cblins 
would he rejected, and wl>tther they were fufRcic-nily fnpported 
hv evidence to warrant any man in laying they were legal, 
ones; nor could he comprehend how ParTiamtnf, without 
fuch guide, were to form a pcrl’ea‘t judgment on the merits of 
the proceedings had at St. Eullatin. 

'rUe hoi lour aide gentleman laid, that the hour had ne\cr 
set arrived, which government judgc'd feafonable to exercilo 
a power of reiloring any feizuros ivhich wore leoally made by 
the military in times of war ; that on all conjunct expeditions, 
from the time of taking Vigo, in the yoai 1707, to the prelent 
hour, the Crown had acceded to tlic divifion of the booty, as 
agr^;cd on ainongil tlie captors, without interfering farther ; 
and whether it would be warrantable to do otheiwiie, was 
With him as much a matter of doubt, as with any one right 
which remained to be determined; but hue he was, that the 
piefcnt could not be the hour, when liannony and confidence 
were I'o elfentially necelTary to fubfi ll hotweeu the governing 
and executive pow'ers, 10 llrengtlipn the arm of war, for mi- 
nilhy to enter into iiiigalion on ihe fulijeifl’with the army 
and navy. 'I’he fit,ter of which, he contended, had an indil- 
putable riglit t<i a large proportion of every kind of fei/.ure 
which could he made from tiie enemy in times of war, under 
the king’s proclamation; and a liberal conllruilion of tlfb 
prii^e act; i'loin the fotmcf he then read the following paf- 
litge: “ All fhips, velTels, and goods, belonging to the Itates- 
general of the United Pioviuces, or their fuhjcdls, or to any 
other jjcrfofts, inhabitants wiiliin any of their territories, may 
be lawfully fciKeci and brought to judgment in the admiralty- 
courts ; and that all mtumer of captures, leisures, prizes and 
it'prifals, ihall hegiven to the takers,” 

Now, faid he,, the Engiifh language cannot fornifh words 
mote cKpreffivc of the intention in tin; Crown to give every 
Jsind of capture to tl?e takers than thofe conveyed which h« 
had read, nor could the ref m his mind, be a taking but what 
bore analogy to the gift; which, he obferved, was a general 
onc^ being neither conj&ntd to the land nor to the fta > but 
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the power of divlfion was delegate^ *0 pt. 
that it became m-ceffary to be ifpeci^ed ; ab^d ^ ISthg 
only diftributed fuch raptures as were to be made by &ip9 of 
war, he left to Parliament the divifion of prizes taken bydet- 
ters of marque and privateers : tb| 5 ?^refore he defired to refer 
to the general prize ai^ofthe 19th If the prefent ting, whkh 
he faid, by a fubfequent acf of this feflion of PatJiarfienr, had 
been exjer.ded to Dutch feizures; and the Houfc coupling 
the prociamaiion with the a£t of Parliament, would then fee 


how iuch divifion applied to the kind of capture made at St, 
J’.unatius ; from that act the clerk proceeded to read as follows ; 

'j hat the commanders of our {hips and veflels may attack, 
furprizc, foiZe, and take with fuch fliip or vcfiel, or with the 
crew thereof, all place, or fortrefs upon the land, or any Ihip, 
ammunition, arm:., ftores of war, goods, or merchandize, bc- 
longing to or pofi’efied by any of his Majtfty’s enermes upoa 
■the land ; and that the whole thereof, after final adjudication 
in the adrniralty-court, fhall belong to the takers, and that 
neither his Majcfty, his heirs, or fuccefibrs, or any other per- 
fbn or perfons wh^^tfoever, other than the captors, fhail be en¬ 
titled to any part iht-reof.’' 

'I'hen it is clear, that if St. Euftatius, like St. Martin^t^had 
been taken by piivu'teers, or by letters of marque and their 
cicws, they would h:.ve had the right to everything, except 
the territory ; aoJ v/ill it be believed thst the legiflature 
mciait to give better encouragement to privateers artd letters 
of marque for the'r forvires tlvjin had been extendi.' by pro¬ 
clamation to tlte king's officers and feameii, or that they in¬ 
tended 10 divide a capture, the right to which remained inhe¬ 
rent in the Crown, and was of courfe at the difporal of the 
king alone ? that, he faid, could never be fuppofcvi, and ihere- 
fore it appeared to him as clear as the fun at noon-day that 
had the ifiand been fubdued by a naval force they would have 
been entitled to the vrhole benefit, as was the cafe when lord 
Anfon’s fquadron plundered the Spanifh fettlemenis in the 
South Seas, Then could it be contended, that becaufc a cer¬ 
tain number of land officers and foldiers were aiding and afiif- 
ting to the taking, that therefore the fea fervice became en¬ 
titled to nothing at all, or that thetr rights could be otberwifis 
diminiOicd, than proportionably ter the rank and numbers of 
the military, which aaed with the navy on that expedilipm 
All thefe matters, faid the captain, and many others of vbry 
ierious confequence, muft come ifito debate, if this inijuiry is 
now proceeded on; the mifehiirf it might create be iyould not 
yenture to ainticrpitSite. Oil® word more, he laidj in anfwer 
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that Sir George ^ 04 *^," 
l^ey jr^l^ to jJtow ari i^pov'nt to be taken of the ftores nri 4 
njerchahdi®!? feiiz^ at St. Euftatiiis, and claimed by Eng]iill 
merchants as tiieir privata property, and that he would not 
ajlow them to be niajhe^!: it >va5 not pretended that their 
book$ ant) papers lyere fetzed, which/ jvith the znva voce evit 
d/smee of th^ir jplerks, would lusfficiently prow to the admiralty 
court their light, whatever it might be; hut that Sir George 
’ Kodney could not, confifteiit wiih his duty to this country, 

and to the captors, have aft,eel otherwife; tor that all cniUors 
are^be^lred immediately on fciziue to puttlie king's lock); on 
the and to luffer no perfon to have accet's thereto until 

• adter cSoudemnation : were it othervt'ife, he {aid, favour would 

be ^&ewn to fome^ embezzlement would follow to the pre¬ 
judice of .others, and when ientence had been pronounced, 
the goods might not be forthcoming; befides, every common 
ieaiuoh, whoTe /hjire might be but a guinea, where t!if" admi- 
yal*is Was a thousand, had a right to objefl to any redhtution, 
und to infifl tliat every thing feized at Sr. Eullatius, though 
but the value of a lleeve-button, Ihould be brought lo legal 
adju^catipn ; and that the admiralty-court alone, not Sir 
Gedi^e B-odney, had the right of determining what belonged 
to,the captor, and what to the claimants. He .apologifed to 
1 ' tfae Houfi; for having intruded fo early and lo long in the 
bufinefs, but obferved, that where the honour of his friend 
and tlic welfare of the fer\jce weie fo much at flake, he 
could uot help fpeakin^ feelingly, nor lud he the pow'er to 
jConfinc his obfervations within the limits of his intention ; 
btii fee faid that, being awakened to a f^nfe of their prolixity, 
fee w<»oId exhibit no f^irther the gloomy picture his imagina- 
? tion fontjed of the effe( 3 :s of a premature inquiry into the St. 

Euiftatius capture; but he aiflured the honoqrable mover, that 
U rteilfeer bore the garb of political Influence, nor the tint of 
party zeal; for that fo ignorant w^is he of the fentuhents of 
otfeer meujhm on the fuhjefl, tfe^t he knew not if he fhould 
obtain ,a fe|pondary voice in faypur of the previous queflion; 
hut feovK^j^ that-Haight fee, fee was perfuaded, that to main¬ 
tain Mf/i|urke*s motion at prelefet, as a fubje^ of political 
contfe3)Vcrry, wpiltd be highly improper; and that, for the rea« 
fons given, it b^ perufled ip ai^ brought to a queflion, 

|dthougfe;fei6 fenglie negatiye might prevent its unanimity, lie 
j^lt fennfetf de^rmlfipa to'give 

l.orf wfeat fead fallen a little time 

ago in ^ courfe pf* defeatej frpitt a young gentleman who fat 
^lifed him [Mr, was fo wdl faid, and went 
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ib foliy t0 aafwer all tKe a _ 

tlemaa who made the motion, "that , 

' had 'been thrown out, it was almbft unnebAt^® 
take up the time of the Houfe, by adding a fytlaliliiJbri the 
fubjeft. Pidlures of private calamities would move tHe paf- 
hons of tlie humane; and when Irawn- with the mafterly 
pencil of a Burke, would have all me force of colouring that 
was neceflary, either to ftrike or wring the heart j but trt 
queftions of general policy, the good ol the whole mull be 
prefer ved to the convenience of the few, and private calami¬ 
ties might refult from public advantage. He Ihould not hat?« 
laid fo much on theoccahon, but fincean honourable gentle¬ 
man (the other refpec^abJe member for Liverpool) had ear- 
nehly called upon him to inform the Houfe, whether any or¬ 
ders t o contifeate property, found at St. Euftatius, and import** 
cd into that ifland, under the fundlion of Britifli a 61 s of Par¬ 
liament, had been fent out, either to Sir George Rodney or 
General Vaughan; out of refpe<Sl to the honourable gentie- 
man, and out of refpeft to the Houfe, he thought it nghl to 
declare, that no fuch orders had been fent out; but on the 
contrary, the inllrutSlions fent by his Majefty*s commands 
were cxprellly, that care Biould be taken to fecure all pro¬ 
perty legally imported into the ifland for the benefit of the 
right owners, and to render their pofleffion of all their eilate,, 
llock, furniture, utenfils, negroes, See. perfe6lly fecure and 
inviolate. His lordllilp faid larther, that all petitions and 
memorials upon the fubjc6l, that had been tranfmitted to him, 
to deliver to his majefty, let them come from any quarter, 
had been delivered without delay. But could gentlemen ex- 
peiSt that the flores found upon the ifland fhould be returned; 
if fo, then the expedition againft Eullatius would have been 
nugatory indeed; for if, after having taken the oath of al¬ 
legiance, the inhabitants fhould be permitted to fell thole 
Bores to any prrfon wdiatever, then the public enemy might 
be fupplied with them, though it was the objeifl of the expe¬ 
dition to cut off that refource. 

. With regard to many things Bated by the honourable gen¬ 
tleman who made the motion ne was a perfe6l: Branger. There 
might be inBances of great private diftrefs occafiotied by the 
capture of St. EuBatius; there fbarcely was an ifland captured, 
or a territory feized upon, that *^as not attended witS fonac 
fuch circumBances : but they were rather to be lami^tited, as 
the unavoidable and commoti confe(|ue^es of capiurt!!, than 
as occurrences; which, howev^ thd,htiinani,ty dif eyery man 
of feeling might recoil at them, were hot eafy to be prevent.^- 

y“'Tt ed. 

‘ • . ' ' j\ a 







If'' ^V-^ 

' W*' tir'tlie Jkswtf 

with ^lll that' force oif de*- 
greAt 'ahd extraoidinary talents enabled 
him to'jg^vJ^ttf'siny fubjefil, he,was ready to admit was true 
in moft of the leading particulars; at the lame time, hovr- 
ever, that fee thought it light to admit the fad, common 
juftjee required that he {Kould alfo inforin the Houfe that 
the whole tranfalfliion happened v, ltbout the knowledge of the 
commanders in chief, both by Tea and l.ind ; and that as loon 
as they heard of it. they exprelhid their difpleafurc at what 
had happened, ordered reftoration to be n'.ade, font for the 
Jews lack, and diredfed that they fJiould he treated with all 
po 0i[hie'.|pjrotfii61;ion. 


The honourahlc gentleman had faid a great deal about thio 
cond^i^^: of th^ of France, in regard to the capture of 
the inatid of Grenada, taken from this coirntry fometime 
lince ; in anfw'er to this, he could only fay, th ir he knew not 
!»ow to draw a cf^moariroFi where there was rio manner of 


hmilrtude. The two cafo's were certainly ns difiinct and dif¬ 
ferent as rx. was poihble for two cales to be; Chonada was an 
ilkmd, taken from us by the French, after !)oth countries 
were in„;^ foate of war, and had no hing in particular m the 
circumftances of the capture to ditlinguifo it from an ordi¬ 
nary conqtieft. The capture of St. Euftatiur: was perfe.iUy 
anew cafe, to which no other in ihi; hiflory of modern war¬ 
fare had the leaft analogy or fimllitudc. It was an ifland 
formerly pofleffod by our ally; wiiich ally, while bound by 
foJemn treaties to give this country every afliflance in her 
power, h;id notcrioufly contributed in an eminent degree to 
out eneitiics, and had mads this very illand a dej)ofitefor 
the life of the ei>«my, having on it a vafl magiv/jneof military 
ftores of all kinds, with wiuch fiie furnifoed IVancc, Spain, 
ami Ametica, with the''u£inofo readincls; and when called upon 
by oitr fleets, to alSfl. them in like manner, withheld that 
afiiftance, which it was iinee evident flie had it in her power 
to give. In order to elucidate and fupport this aflertion, his 
lordijhip Tefcrrrd to the admirars official letter, in which Sir 
George lR.odncy Anted, that a ia£l: had lately come to his 
knowdo^ge,, that not, a little furprized him, and it was this j 
on Ills a|TiVsi«l^VAh fleer from"his.iliips, in con- 
feqijisencf^ of the increafort di^Sree of w^^ear and tear which they 
fulbmed in. the Weft-Indto;s, iti corti^! arifoAi to the effedls of 
failinglo Enri^pesm fe^,. added jo the Hamage done them, both 
by the fevero.Weather tlicy had ejtperie^ fproe time be¬ 
fore, and partieufetly fhe they had encountered on bis 

3,,', leaving 



^leating flic tbaft of ^America, was ih' . 

and Hopes j to remedy which, he had iciit to ' 

St. Efiilatius; when it was with the htmoH difficulty fhia£<|^ 
procured a fmall and inadequate fupply, not more tixan |e\ren 
tons ; the Dutcli excufing thoinfelves, h| declaring that they 
had tcarcely any left, though it was noteSrious they had let the 
enemy liave as nuicli as they wanted. Sir George farther 
Hauch tiuit he had lately found this to be a mere pretence, 
and t!‘.ar iheir refufal to lupply him properly arofe folely from 
ihetr ,u,i^ iiig n preference to the hhcnrii and Amoricans; frnce, 
on f 'i/.ing upon the iliand, rnoH inimonle quantities of Hores 
t)f .:!! ihris -vere found in lire waroh(^u^'.■s, enough to have 
fupph \i ;'!• t':c {hipping that ccidcl have il-'-od in need of any 
iu iluue ■■‘MS for I'ome years to come, 'j'here were feveral 
thouhuiil f■('rJ^ ef coid.age in their /lores, Ke knew it to he a 
wltlioLif ivi-alar I'nppiies from i/Umd the French 
r^v ’ ■ ■ ut lun’u ca.T'.i'xl on the war, and ir.f- Americans were 
Us i'-• pif dicamcT-t. Sir George added, that he had 

(vatoos to know that the idand had. r. vn tht' fource of 
'more .idv.-uU.ige to ilie encanies of Great ihitain than any 
<»’fe r c'ncT’iUitance that had attended tise preg^tfs of the war. 
M‘- lehb haled, that he liad ordered all the mon.ey and effedls 
'*)f ilic inhahitauts to he fealed up, and Icparately marked 
ujKUt, to ihew to wltom the property belonged when feizeJ, 
land lodged on hoard the Sandwicb, titeio tvo wait till it had 
tL-terminod by the courts ; before whcrri the whole cafe 
'W'O'ald coure for conhderation how it was to be di/pofed of. 
(But it was obferved, th;it the Americans, See. had beerj or- 
Ideri'd to quit the ifland : it was true ; but it was ncccffity, not 
|choice, that had diiftatcd tliat meafure; a meafure that was 
labfolutely necefl'ary for the prcfervatioii of the conqueft : for* 
lihat people had come in fuch great numbers, that it would 
|he uni'afe to fufter them to remain, confidering their iium- 
?bers and hoftile dirpofition; there was one circuraftance 
that would enable the Houfe to form fomt: judgement of their 
numbers, when they fhould hear that the annual rent of the 
houfes in the town of St. Euftatius had, from the difficulty 
of getting houfes and warehoufes to hire, amounted to the 
prodigious fum of a million fteiding; it was therefore neceflary 
to fend them away, or renounce the conquell; and gentle-: 
en muft have a ftratjge opinion of the laws of nations if 
hey flxouid maintain, that -every man, who olffirs to becoffie 
a fubjefi:, muft and ought to he receiy^id as fuch. As it wsts 
neft of merchants, who took up their reHdence there with 
o other view than to derive an extravagant profit from fup- 

plying 





^ With'ftorfia,‘thc’Cl^itijre 

’ of 'tUiiii With^^ »cttrirjg out the neft m»f- 

tbicVttits, t?ad 4 i^ above ailudtd to,,, would have been »citctim<i^ 
ftahctf of, (mtiU advantage to this country. 

Hjs. Lordlhip dwelt for Tome little timfc on the great im¬ 
portance of the captilre, and faid, that fuch was the opinion 
of the oiHcers, who had held the command, when the iiUnd 
was taken poflefRon of* that the general, in his letter to him, 
rxprefsly fays, fuch is, in my opinion of the great import¬ 
ance of our getting this iiland into our hands, with all its 
immenfe magazines of ammunition, fiorcs, ^cc, that I verily 
believe it will prove the means of fpeedily putting a,n end to 
the American war.** How far this opinion of the general 
was likely to prove true, his lordlh'p faid, it was not for 
him to poijit out or decide} he could only declare, that he 
believed it would conduce clte£lualiy to fo defitable an end ; 
and that he fhouid rejoice exceedingly if it ihould turn out 
that the general was founded in bis prcdl£fion. 

Xhe honourable gentleman, his Lordfidp obferved, had faid 
a great deal upon the fubjedt of the law ot nations, the rights 
of war* and the common ufages of the European ilatcs in 
cAfes of capture and of furrendcr. He had afTcrtcd that the 
law of nations, as laid down by Grotius, PufTendorf, and 
the hnelent writers upon the fubjedi, had been ilnce explain¬ 
ed, and refeued from the barbarity of the more enlightened 
periods of hiftory. For his part,.he could only fay, that the 
nearer the Jaw of nations was brought to humanity and juf- 
lice the more ptri'c^l: he ibould coiifidcr the law, and the 
,; more agreeable It would he to his mind. In the qondudl of 
[fVilje cflicers who took St. Euftatius, he was yet to learn that 
there was any thing, in the leaft, tending to violate either 
the law ,of nations or humanity. 'I he honourable gentle- 
tnan had Aated, I'hat when a new territory was acquired, the 
deniinicn was the property of the conquering power, but 
the inhabitants became fubje^ls, upon taking the oaths of al- 
il[cgiance, and were as fully intiiled to enjoy the protedtion 
of the ilate, to which they furrendered, and fhare in all 
the privileges enjoyed under its government as its 
otber-toatural fuhjtiSts. Jn anfwer to this, he mull re- 
l^arkf that it ifras carrying, the argument much too far, and 
^retching it beyond all admiflion. Foreigners* who came 
overto this, or went to any other oountry, took the oaths of 
»U«gl»nce,. and'demeaned themfelves to all the rules of its 
government, were undoubtedly entitled to derive all thofe 
’ , privileges 
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priv’fl^^is tile government nf tha^t ccHintrf: >W 

naturit^#afn fqbjedls enjoyed j but would the' honotifabfe 
gentleman venture to contend, that the inhabitants, of an if- 
land, captured by military operation,inhabitants lurrepdcFing 
at diicretion, and becoming fubjects at the point of tlie bay¬ 
onet, flood in the fame prcJicauient with thofe he had jufl: 
deferibed ? If he knew any thing of conqueft, his lordfhip 
faid, it was this; where a place furrenJered b) oapitulation, 
tl’tC territory and dominion, as in every other cafe, became 
the property of ih; Crown, but the inhabitants were entitled 
to the terms upon which they had c.-ipitulated ; where, on thei 
contrary, a place vi'as either taken by florm, or furtendered 
at difcretinn, the perfons and property of the inhabitants 
weie to be difpofed of juft as the captors thought pioper ; 
and U this was not a fair ftate of |hc cafe, he vv.is ready to 
owf' that he was ignorant what the meaning of the words at 
d'icr>. ciori meant. If this was an error, he wis grofaly deceiv¬ 
ed indeed ; Oe was confident it flood clearly jufliiiable by pre- 
ccdeiti. But it was not necefiary to hold this pofiiiort on the 
prefcMt cc*:*;fion, fur, indirputahly, to feiae and deftroy an 
t'ncniy^s mag.ixines was allowable in war, and the ifiand of St, 
Itluftatius fell piecifcly wirhin that defcription j it wa^’ a mere 
depofile or magazine for the ufe "f France and America. 

With rc'fpedl to me property that had been fold in the ifland, 
and b '’on:n'd to Britifh m.erchanf^, the mofl perifnahh* wr.s 
what had been fet up to fale ; and the money ariflng from it 
had been packed up; and mat bed to he delivered to the jier- 
foMs to whom it Ihonkl be adjudged. 'I'he honourable gen¬ 
tleman faid. that the ftoves that were fold bad been Ihipped 
for America - ' tlic French iflands : but Sir George Rodney’s 
letter flatly c aiiwaicled this aliertion; us that officer informed 
him that the ilorcs were to be {Kipped for the Britifii Weft- 
India lllands. 

The noble TiOrd upon the whole therefore found nothing 
to blame in the condudlof the commanders upon that occa- 
flon, and he hud too high an opinion of, the iibeial minds and 
the difliiterefted principles of Sir George Rodney and Gene¬ 
ral \^lughan to. believe, that they were capable of defeending 
to rap.'c ty and pi.j.ider. He knew that the prefent inquiry^ 
wia‘ xcecclingly unrcafooablc; and that, as the whole bufi- 
nef*! would be examined a«id difeufled before the Admiralty 
courts, the Houfe might, and he trujgred would, oppofe athy 
pi^uiry in the prefent ftage of the matter. 

' ■ ' : Mr. 
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Genera;! Vaughan, endfeavoufcd to pn^ve that the noble lord’s 
declaration, that thofc oiRcera v/crc; ignorant u^ the treat¬ 


ment experienced bythc Jews, cruldnot be toisrifl/d. Mr, St. 
John alfo faid, that the noble Ic-rd had argned as if the prefent. 
motion wastnerdy cdculatcd to itnputc blame to ihc adn'iral 
and general; whereas,in tsfVit v/as mi ijjtended t.f th tow blsrne 
on any particular indivlduai, butw .s ij;fendctl incfcly so af¬ 
ford the Houfc an opportunity ot ir.quii'ng the loatfcr, 
and difeovering v-rhctfjcr the li/ii d by the bonotij.ibic 

gentleman, who made the motion, were tiue; and as blame, 
in that cafe, would he unavoSdab'y i'juod to be imputr.ble 


fomewherc, to know to v/honi tluv: bUin;e w<5o r.aliy to be 
aferibed. * 


ZulNngent .Earl JNugeitt opnofed the motion, and ivtojted on Mr, 
Burke for his Hugliablc attack cii his h rJiliip Jrft Friday; 
^i^grading, as comparing him to a cat ivas, he faid, it raifed 
him one degree above the animu! tbte he was ccmdecmcJ to 
two years ago^for then he was cidy a rat. He iatd, 'f he was 
not able to difeharge tbe total of, his debt of wit to Mr. 
Burke at once, he was refolved not to the an infolvent debtor, 
but would pay him a {billing in tbe pound at a time, and 
fo get rid of the whole by inHallmeiits. 

Bdt.Fex, fp^>ke in anfwer to the noble lord 

{lEord George GermaineJ. The conduS of the admiral and 
|;rneral on the capture of St, Eulbatius was fo exceedingly 
Impolitic and dangerous, that it was no wonder that his 
.hpnourable friend, where, humane liberality was always ai^ive 
ih protei^ng bis place creatures, and in exalting the charac¬ 
ter of mao % the corre£tion of their vices that degrade while 
they outrage humanity. It was impoihble for the Houfe in 
that early ttage of the bofinefs to know who the guilty per- 
ibns w'cre in this buiinefek Tbe noble lord had given a fort 
of an oblique anfwer to the quejUion that was put to him by 
an honourable gentleman. Government had, and had noti, 
fent orders to the commanders to conHfeate the property. 
They had, and they had not, jultihed the proceedings at that 
time. They {hewed a virtuous fhame upon the gccafion, and 
Wi&ed, by evafive anfwers to a /^niple quelfion, to lay the 
blame at the door of miniilry. The prefept was. hot the 
moment, he faid, to blame, but to inquire. The honour¬ 
able gentlemaiiy who moved the queftion^ had dcclated that 
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his view was to bring th- maitcr properly before the Houfe j 
to procure all tlie inuiligciice that he could, by which the 
Houfe might be able, in ibme futme moment, to decide yn 
the queft on with that coolneH; and deliberation‘which the 
importauee and the danger tf the*iubjeci required This 
the noble lord ija’ in hi- jurt apprphenfions for the f/.te of 
minifttTs, cliofcn to ca! prejudging the matter, and tin's he 
had iciiited, why ; becaufe the bufioefs was to corrsc for¬ 
ward in tiic courts of Adiniraltv, and it was now unreafon- 
®bie to convict in the abfence of the gallant officers to whom 
the qticflion referred. The futility of this argument was vi¬ 
able in the ftatement. 'I'here was no intention to prtjm'ge, 
there was no defign to punifh, the gallant officers in this 
fiage, or in any future fiage of the bufinefs, while they re¬ 
mained on thtit flation, an.l were incapable of their own dt- 
fviice. No fuch thing was intended , the gentleman with, 
whom he had the honour to att, profelled and felt as fuicerc 
a regard for the p rrons and charadfer of Sir George Rodney 
and Genera) Vaughan as any perfon upon earth could pof- 
fiblv do. They d'^fpibai flander too much, either to envy 
or CO fhare with rinniders in the pra6fici^of it. '['hey left 
to them to whifper and paragraph away the characters of ab- 
feat officers, while it fhoiild be the boaft and the talk of gen¬ 
tlemen on the other lide of the Houie to protedt them from 
thcir m , and ftand up the firm friends of injured 

honiiry hf'uou "'he oreleiit queftion was as diil'erent 

from t as any attem to lower the 

charadl <jf fhe aiif-mt oiiiccrs, much leis tr* punifli them 
unhear as it Vw’.s iioibbic for words 01 language to concjjjjjk ' 
His l.onouiabic frlLud had ixprelTcd his ientimeuts d|Hfe 
fubjedf lb fully, that iic though- it was impoffible f|Fl!ic 
Houfe to imliikc, or for .any noble lord, however Intercfted 
he might be in the event, to avoid the dfue. . The honour¬ 
able gentleman had ftated, that the proceedings on the cap¬ 
ture of St. Euftatius had been violent and unjuft, ignomi- 
nous to the chara£fcr cf Great Britain, as a free, as a civi- 
liled, .and as aCluiftiao nation; and contrary to the elfen- 
tial principles ot the laws of war, as agreed on by nations, 
and praftifed by enbghtcntd Europe, Tbefe proceedings, 
whether they were conimiticd by the commanders upon the 
nation without the.orders of government, or whether they 
Were done in obedience to orders, became a necclTary fa’ojcft 
for parliamentary difeuflion, anS that infiantly. Why not 
to punifh the auihqrs, whoever they might be ; not to pre- 
VoL. Ill, , ♦ U u jmJge 



jadgc jjor conyi£t'of f>er,fo:fial guilt in tlic abfencc of tlie cri- 
iininal,. Mt to protidiancc qp. the great national ijutftion liy; 
which the national conlctpicnccs might l)e avoided. The 
(jueftion of convitSlloii might ren.i«in fur a fubdaiaerit confi- 
clcration; but thecjiretluiio of policy was !nnneJ'ar.c. W'ouUJ 
the nations of Eutopc wajt for the (low cVeilion ol the aJiui- , 
rally courts before they would pionouncc judguicnt on the 
cafe, arid proceed to ret all ate, or in the bcnc\ohnceaf fu- 
perior civil/.ition, cement tli niitl\cs iviih dci'piiing; no, 
witiiiSut taking the trouble to-iiujupc wiuaor wh.ii vva^ tho 
caide, whether ir was rl.o raoaciiv tu' coimuaiKlcrn, or t!;c 
low revenge of numffrrs; vvhctlicr ir \ras li'.c lu'lt of plunder, 
or the littlcncfs of innlicc; iIjo prurr''„':a’vC cruelty «'f an into- 
tiate iniiitary, or tiie baibrirous fyi'cii! oi a lienJloug govern¬ 
ment ; they would ihflantly atKl iiifljv prouoanre ii to be a 
violation of all the laws of war oii the jJ.iiT of Ih iraln, and 
would haften either to punifii as hu' tiu, IjorriO icix'wal of 
tlicic lavage pradlices which once iroiiccl Miin'.j.c, lu allies; or 
confidering us as fallen beneath tlie notice (!l Chnilnia na¬ 
tions, and remain with their arms ncroi'--, I’ujKring us to be 
CKtirpafed by thefe||bcs wliicli our niadnct's or linpobcy batl 
joined againfl: us. This was the caufe liiat biijught forvvaui 
the pitiient rjueftion, and, it \v.,-. on this account, that the 
gentlemen wiili whom he r.fkd, conhdcjvd ihcmfilves as 
hound bv the oblifjations of lhc;r trull to urtre and enforce 
the netx'iritv of an iinrncdiatc refolution of the Pailitunent, 
declaring tluir horror and furprife at fut h proceedings, anti 
condemning it in, the moil pointed and cmphaiitai terms, 
IJ||||yng this, it was not meant to imcrfeie with the private 
iHjK.n, nf)r to prejudge the a^lions that would certainly 
be^^B^'.ht in the courts below by indisiduals for the recovery 
of theif properly. , 

Was it a fit riling for Parliament to pronotiuce upon the 
general face of the proceedings, that they were wrong, vio¬ 
lent, ajid ignominous ? Certainly, if the faiils, as llated by 
the lionoiirabk’ gentleman, v,ere true, it was nut only fir, 
but ncceflary, that Parliament iHuuId come to an immediate 
reprobation ; and that i'ailiament roigbt know the trutii of 
the fadls, his hopourabk friend h:ul verv j)rop«-‘! tY moveil, 
that the papers iliould be laid upon ihe table for the informa¬ 
tion of the Houi'e. If tliis was <lenicd^ what would be the 
immcdiaie opinion of Europe ? V\'har ’ but that miniilers ap- 
prxjvcd of the outrages tlla^ were committed, and that they 
were done in confecjuence of inf?ru(fliOns tnuifmitted by 
themfelves. liicleed there hardly reqLiire4 this.tellimony to 
* ePabiifli 
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‘■^ftabliJb the trutli of this The noble lord had^ yi^ith a 

^dod tlral of that iiiuvai y opciinefs for which he was foiTiC- 
tinics praiil'il in the and hlaincd out of it, uniier- 

■takeri ilif dderici.* o{ the proceedhig :, end di'cUrcd that he 
law uoiliuig t<s conth^nm in the matter. The noble lord tlroii 
thought that all tin; vi<»l(>nc(r, the clepredations, the failures, 
and tile i'des ; tin; baniliimont of the peojile, wit!) the previ¬ 
ous lohlji'i ies eontinitreci on their (j'Ood.s ; \'.'ilh .ill the train of 
opprejr.r.n on thc'^onc! Ii.ind, and j'urthting on tlie otlier, warf 
fight and iviifonahle, piudent, and fafe. He was glad to 1 tear 
th.' n(;h!o lord fpe.ik out; for now it was known, and would 
he proclaiiiird .ill over linrope, t1i.it niinihefs, and not coin- 
rniiider.^. were the iilundoiers of iSt. h'-uhatius, and the vio- 
lasers ft the riglits of v>’.'’r. 'd'ho navy and the aimy were 
rrlcucd fre.in the ignoiniunus arjKifi'-n , .ind the chav«6lcr of 
^;i! (ieorgo Kixlnf'V, fo)'wdiom, as M.. colleague in the lepre- 
fuititioM cd W'^ejlrninder, he was particidarly arvxious, was 
rt idled froni the obliquy which even gieat and good nu.Ti 
tnull have ovliv'i ivifl thiown upon ihf'in. Mo dehred that it 
might he known t\; all men Iroin this inh mf, that the noble 
loid, on -of t!ie fe: relaries of fuste, cleared thti coinmarukrs 
from all blanv; cinifcious no-douht, is ho \v.is, that they 
had no iliare in ilv* Tranr.iill'on, and live whole i '^nnininy was 
from h'-ncefottli {(» j-ert u]).>n his Mah f y rend miiiiKers. lie 


decfin d ho war. lainp\ i;i the c'on^■lovi* aCvreiUal witich tl’.o 
noble )ord*had given of rli'" navv reid aiaiiv. '"'fhe nillii.u V of 
tliis coiitifry, and IJ;^rricl'las]^ th-, nre. y, was cle.ar to him, 
ajid their fame oiiglit to he liMid iarred to t very fhilt/li Ik 
h was ironi tiiaf virtuous bo.ly of men that tiu* enipii’e hlP 
derived all its rofpi’ifl: and Ihnaigtii, and from wliich it rium 
continue to u-esave it.s iec-urity and it,s fame, if they, by 
lome liafty a^i of l apaciourneia, or of avarice, fiiotdd blacken 
the purity of ihcir ch.ua<fh;r, and ftain their foiiiK-r deeds, 
Britain tvould fmk to a Hare from which neither their future 
tepentaiice nor their g;ui an try"'could be abh- to raif; her ; a 
IhitiMif ignominy more diCiuUul than difatier, l;nce enter- 
prife might retrieve clifadv.mVage, hut not u;flvire n-pination 
Jodeiiroved. He was happy therefirc that iluty were ret'eued 
fiom the caiumny wiiich had been ignoraiilly throiiii upon 
them, a!]id that all th<v difgracc, and ail tlio infamy was now 
^ffctiU-d on the governn»ent oi Cireat ilritain r But would it 
reli here? Would the nations of liii^ro[)e i>e contejit with pu- 
niiiiintr us hv contonint rilont* or would ihev think it necef- 


niiiiing us by contempt alone, or wouM they think it necef* 
lary to go hirthcr; lyid, for the prnteflion of hmnan nattire, 
think it aecciiliry to un:tc in the exemplary ]niniiltiaent o»’ 


ri-.at 
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that power, who in boJd defiance of all regulation, had dare^ 
to renew that fyftem of horror and devaftation which-by 
neral confent had been ejfplodcd ? This was the prefent quef- 
tion to be examined, ,'rhey might not reft fatished with 
contempt. Their indignation might be a£livc, and it was the 
whidoni of that Houfe lo countcrafl; the impolicy of minif- 
ters, and by an ojien reprol)ation of the nieafures that had been 
purfued, avert from their country ihc ilnwdfiil confecjiicnces 
of retaliation. Did this interfere with the queition of parti¬ 
cular guilt ? did this piejudgc the matter? did it take from 
the courts bepw the procefles tiial vvould naturally come be¬ 
fore them for the recovery of property, or for the pnnifhment 
of offence? Certainly not: it wasn queflion of general policy, 
necefiary to nationa( chsp-after, and perhaps to national fal- 
valion. 

An honourable gentleman with who'n h:; had ufu illy the 
honour to aft, had taken up the defence of the c mmanders, 
and juftified them by the laws and ihe pr. clice of war. He 
faid there was no man for whofe opinions, as a profeilionai 
man, he had a higher refpeft; but on this occailon he had the 
misfortune to differ from him, perhaps btcaufe he did not 
clearly underftand his argument If" he rne<siit to f y.. that the 
naval part of a military expedirum had eqii.il, or perhaps 
greater, pretenfions to a thare ;n ihf booty fakf u afnisre than 
the other, he was ready to <oincide with him. 'fherc could 
be no diffcrcnce*of opinion about the jud pi etenhonrs that the 
navy had to a fhare of the juff plunder token on the recUiftion 
of an enemy's fortrefs, g?rrifon, or magaxine ; nor was it all 
the queilion to inquire what was the tx'i.'i: fliare that they 
ought to have. I'nis was a matter of difiribuiion, in which 
neither the legiflature nor the government had chofen much 
to interfere, thinking it proper to he left to the private agree¬ 
ment of the parties. But if the honourable oificer meant that 
the depradation.: which were committed ar St. Euftatius, the 
plunder, the rapine, the cruelties, and the outragt s were either 
agreeable to the laws of war, to the a£ls of parliament palled 
for regulating the divifion of prize money, or fhc recent 
praftice, cither of the Isritlfh nr any ocher civihfcd Ibate", he 
muft bei§ leave to differ from him, and declare his m-..fl hearty 
opinion that .the proceedings<lhad been fuch as no iiv/ nor p’-e- 
cedent could juftify or approve. The honourable gentleman 
adverted to the argument of the noble lord, that the capture* 
of St. Euftatius was a new cafe, differing from that of Giena- 
da, and confequently not to be bound down by the fame rules 
which had regulated captures of late. HeconfcHed it was in fome 

points 



points diff'ercnt from the cafe of Grenada* Grenada had a 
earrifon of feme importance ; it had work$ ; it had a mintafy 
rprcc, and it had martial fpirit} for on the approach of the 
enemy, and being fummoncd to furrcnder, it bravely and ftre- * 

nuonHy contefted the point, and made the enemy purchafe 
the conquclt by a profuUon of blood. Was this the cafe of 
St. Euflatius ? No. Without a military Force or powers of 
felf-dcfence, th- y exhibited to the enemy a naked bofom, and 
inftead ol contc-ft-ng till battle, furrendered in a moment, and 
not even a ftngor was fcratchcd in the capture of the ifland, 

So far, he conffifed, the caf*,s were difllmilar. Bur was this • ’ 
the reafon that had given rife to the different treatment of the 
two iflands? Was it becaufe the Dutch governor of St. Eu- 
ffatius had given up the ifland without a blow that the iu- 
habita.nts were condemned to fufter the extremes of war, and 
to be rr.bbvd, plundered, and banifhed, by the conquerors ? 

Was ih ^ the method that we chofe to take to civilize the 
em.oMo of 'i' Biit.jin, to receive us in the place of their 
pielent governor: ? ,*,nd was it again ft the innocent fubmif- 
lion of peaceable trailers, manufadturers, and artifans, that we 
wore ti; take rovengo and not againft tlie active rcfiilance oi 
men in aims that coniciidal for iheii lihetty. The argument 
w:ii> abiunl as ueil as inhuman, and fuch ns it inii lit he ox- 
pe6hd from men jirciil'd as ' ministers wore iu the pix f'ent in- 
ftanco to rupport tii.-^ir conduiTt. “ Oh ! hut Sr. ftailatius 
was not lilxO other iiiandt, ; it was a tlcpft for the v.nemy.’* 

I't ihaps it wiis. lo, and, tor that ( ueiicc, among others, we had 
gone lo vvai with flic Dutch, and having gone to W'arhad 
deverrmned to h.ave liitt:/uHion, like a nation of honour, and 
not like a nalnan of ciu-throats, ftu the injury which we had 
received. I hv' caufc of tits war, as his honourahie friend 
juftly cxpieffed if, was nut to be ulledged as a ground for ag¬ 
gravating the horrors of it. A gonticinan, after receiving an 
ifijury, and challenging the autiior of it to fight him in the 
field, doi'S not ilab him in the dark. The extrejnes of war 
are altolillied among nations, as the poignard and ftiletlo are 
among gentlemen ; and, wliatcver the offence may be, tlie 
battle is fair. The honourable gentleman, hv a variety of 
tlie. raoft powerhil rginnents, urged the neceffity of coniing 
to the refoluiion propofed, as a ground-work for their future 
proceeding in this bufinefs, to wipe away the difgrace, and 
prevent the danger that was likely to follow from Inch con¬ 
duct. * 

The, Lord Advocate of Scotland entered into a ferious defence £,(,ra Ai. pf 
pf the proceedings at* St. Euftatius, and declared, that in liis Hcttbnd, 

opinion, 



af^ feel^v^^^^l^Kat lie. WD:|tbSj b|!Sive- a IIWI to he, crad, and 
cH^'»t»r«ii^bdto %ijrapaifiom^^ !-jr%rc ^-or^ qualities fo oppofltiiS 
'in ?t1lt©ir natur<j^' b© luppore^l to mebt- 

in .-tfec fam« niian j. an<3i\tlitiref<)re, h^,foid, v-:ithont any proieii- 
l6ipns |!^ wanieanbig flatter y, he did nor beheve that one thoti- 
' of the cruellies,.had occuri^d which were now toM 

aud citcwlatfd with lo.mych ..acrinway. But granting, even 

fbt.llie fake pf argument.* tl^it all tiicie'i'^i^tumlianees had ’ 

wWch the hanourahie gentleman, with all his 
Caloitrihg, had fo feelingly {ielcrihed, wliat did tliey 



w^ttt 


^,dtat'oppr'^nive. as pres ent individ;jj>l;> fioni ful- 
. than tiieii lhare inibegencral dluitt i. On which 
opc;ahbi^«i|h.i‘; dirtrc'jTt;s v;ould be aggiavated, as the 'palhons or 
, th(/'a'^’l:ei|^1dons ol the litad might prers;:!, .and ihc clamour ■ 
iycrt;^d.?i|ihiJi)Cli g than t'n^* mifei y. This, was not, a fa<51 
tile eiiamplc.of Vajibalus to domoiriirate 
fW"-fewfljrai'/ I'uKing them tii the uinai <;onie(|uen<-es of a 
, csqstnr'e,*'cbnlequences lysrhaps^dbliTewh.^t heigitteiird by the’ 
bb'^J^biilances of thv-c'cyle, wo aid gcr.ilem'yi lay that 
.llhi-siWai'd fubjeii^'on which, Barhur-a'iftt ilioukl detennine, 
..Awdfljobl]without iitvdwg theiacts; ana 
' Withb^fcjglyingfor the ope ra' ion of'tKolb laws which they 

conecT.ing abates, antj-prjfei-nng’ proper*-' 


he fo yveaSSlas by the m.eie force of1o«nding 
jpail^ipi ipelt Bril: into.idillal^en compa.Tuiii* and fiom com- 
pa^bh. I'je hurried to i/yufltcc. Surely not. But it was faid, 
that thc'pmftmtbjqieftion did not prejudge ilje matterit oaJy 


Houfe, 
name ihc 


infUrated an inqitlry, hiKl ,l)iroag;ht pa,pers,, ^hclow^ the 
whicK». thicg|iving;ylight upon, the matter, wocld enr 
llowld to'^ne n-gtibrl'/ to a dteihon; wliicli tUrifion, ..he 
dfChir^,* ^ybnld he a prej-ijidicarion, wbnld be uj^fptdbnabie. 



to bejcontritry of War^'; 

violtmt, ahfoiutcly'prifltfl^.the cafb''svrl^fcb',!iy^ib''' 
cdnMs before the courts beiovv. If jt \vbs once 
the proceedings were criminal,'it'onl^^ Tiim^nh^'‘,to <kxix)W'' 
who w'cre the authors of the .proceedings, the comtaimdeti^ . 
on the Ihtticns, or the miniffers’^at ^home ^ and tjws, a( 
proof lb llmple as not to he raiftaken, hnce it 
tally on the tjnlcts that were font out. But the maferinl' ' 
part of tin* qr.t illon lay in the convipiiqn of itfelf; 

and the Houfe were called upon to lay that the prqcctdi?igs 
#ore criinin.d, without knowing' on v.'.hat ground ihol^ pro- 
cecjdings had gone, from what caufos fliLy h:icl Iprung-, under - 
what neceffity, and with what political iutciitlon. 

k'or his own part he jvqairad no oth'*r evidence than fhK ■ 
which he )iud heard lincc he came into tlvc Houfe, to declare 
that in Ids mind they w'rrr jullincd by jiecofuty, by policy, • 
and by the laAVS of war. 'I'lie learned geutlcinan had and 
arguiitents to fiippoj t each of thofe propofitions. 'I’he »«- 
ceffity of tlie harih meafurc? w'hich were taken in the con- 
fifeation uf the i^ropeMy, and in the h.anifisment of a part of 
the inhabitants iiroli’ from tlic infecunty of tlicconqueft with¬ 
out fuch means. The inhabitants were become fo numerou;^, 
inhabitants ail inimical to JBntj|ri, that , even tlse rvurs of 


houles inYlin principal town, airUP^tednnnur.My to iherinax- 
hig luni of a miliion of moneyil' 'VVbts it fafe lo ft;der thofe 
men to c«i» !inne in the place, and peimic them at large rt> 
prablicc all the flratagems, or perhaps the violence that en¬ 
mity or that treafon could luggell ! Undoubtedly not. It 
had been the ronhant rule in all w-itfere, that the conqueror 
was to ule the neceOary means to fccure his conqueU; it 
had on many occafions obliged warriors lo put their pri* 
foners to the fwoulj and could furelv warrant a harfher 
remedy than that which was adopted of fending the fufjjeibed 
part of ti^ inhabitants from the ilLinds for a time. So much 
for the necellity. The policy oY the meaftre was clearly 
dcmonllrated by the l>enc{it which was to refult from it. The 
admiral declares in his letter thatj[ie confidered St Euftatius 
as of fo much advantage to tl e Americans that he hitnly 
believed the lofs of it would put an end to tlie war in that 
continent. He fHid it was alfo as neceftary to the other 
powers with whom we wi?re involved, fince they derived 
from this illand a conftant fupply of ali the ammunition and 
ffores that were inquired to the carrying on of the war. 
Would it have been poliucal thet^ to have fuflered this con¬ 
venience to have continiBed,* by which the enemy would have 
' , enjoyed 




anjoyeai the fame oppottiaitiiaes as they had before tlie cor^- 
queft ! Undoubtedly not, "It was good policy, in the cbiib- 
manders to deftroy that maga^iine from which tlie enemy 
Were fappJied with armi. agi^inft us, and it Was in fa6l their 
duty; they would not havea6\ed with fidelity to theii coun¬ 
try if they liad nor, h^ tlie moft efiedtual means, cut oiF this 
channel' ot communication, and fccured to Great Britain all 
the advantages of the ifland, whatever they might be. It was 
alfo confiilent with the laws of war, if he knew what the 
laws of war meant, to defiioy a mag.irhnc infiitwted and kept 
up, not as the gentleman faid, for live common fupply of all 
who came with ready money, not as a granary for all tiie 
world, but as a depot for the enemies of Great Britain, and 
for them only, 'I'his the noble lord bad proved by a curi¬ 
ous fa£l in the letter of Sir George Brydges Rodney, that lie 
h.aJ been able to procure but a very finall inadequate quantity 
of ewdage at a time of fevere need, and was told that they 
could give hiju no more ; whereas on the captuic of the 

ifiand he had found many thoufand tons, more than fufficient 

^ ^ 

to have fupplied all the Blips that were or could he in there 
feas for, fome years to come. It wa.s therefore to he confi- 
dered and treated as a mere magaz,ine, and accordiiig to all 
the notions of the law and.ufage qF war, which he had re¬ 
ceived, the Britilh forces-||jiere juftified in deilroying that# 
magazine, and converting it to their own ufes. If we were 
to carry thofe fine ideius of liberal war to the length which 
the honourable gentleman feemed inclined to ftiain them, we 
fhould receive the characSter of being very good Chrillians and 
philofophers, but very bad foldiers and lailors. It was a prin¬ 
ciple in the laws of war, which Grotius, Puffendorf, Vattell, 
and every writer was agreed in, that it w'as jufi to deftroy 
not only the weapons, but alfo the materials of war, What- 
ever-was prepared, colle(5led, and ftored to I'acihtate oftL-nce, 
or which was in future to be ufed againft us, it was proper to 
confifeate, without paying regard to any one coiifi^ftiration of 
the cabniities that private individuals would feel, by being 
deprived of their property. Private individuals ought to know 
the danger of dealing in articles, during a time of war, fub-* 
je6i: to the eftablifhed penalties of feizure and confii'eation, 
and not come afterwards with furly copjplaijiis of their 
fufferings, arifing from their own. neglect or their avarice. 
He was warranted in jJaying, that upon all occafions It had 
been the pr- 6lice of all ages, to inflift exemplary puniflinjent 
on thofe who had been convi£fced of a<Slive enmity againft: 
a ftate \ and fuch has been the cafe of St. Euftatius. It was 

t9 





to 111 m a new do£i:rme tfiat tb»>commeac6m6iaV^^ 
was the moment at which aU retoHciSlioa of iijpuries iwia« ,^. 
ceafe, and when we were to forget all thfr’infulfe and oflteitiq?is 
that had been done, and for tne puniihment of wliich we 
w'erc driven into war. It was equally new to him, th;U: a 
conqueror was under the neceffity of i-H'eivitTg all the people 
that chofe to remain, or that chofe to come to a,territory on 
his acquiring the poUxiflion of it, whether he believed their 
profcffions of allegiance to be fincere or not j and wiiether 
they were likely to remain peaceable fubje<5i:S of the new do- 
miniou^r fecret fpies to favour the old. Convidled as the 
iiland of St, Euftatius was of affording the moft lafidiou* 
affillancc to the enemies of Great Britain, while the Dutch 



remained in alliance with that country, it was fit that they 
fliOLiId feel the vengeance of their infulted and deluded ally. At 
the lame time however tliat he contended that all he bad heard 
of the tranfadhions at St. Eullatius were firiiftly juftifiahle, 
he hy no means admitted that all wbicl) .had been told was 
true. He took it entirely a.s related by the honourable geit- 
tleman, and argued from his own relation of the particulars 
in their jufiification. Thofe then were the things on which 
the Houfe was called to pronounce hafly judgment, in the 
moment when our fleets anti armies w'ere employed on active 
fcrvicc; when concord w.is efientialfy neceflary, and when 
we had nccalion for all the efibrts which unanimity, and cor- 
refpoudence of lentirnent, inlpired by zeal and ardour could 
make. It w'ould be an improper difeuffion for that Houle at 
any tinte, hut it was particularly tuif’eafonahle in this, and 
he trullcd the Houle would not comply with the motion 
whiHi was made for the produiffion of papers which might 
give dangerous difeoveries to the enemy, but winch could 
give no falutary information to that Home, 

Mr. Ohurtmay made a Ipeech i»t his ufual tiualiit. fe- cw»- 

rious rii^jcula ami folemn jefting, in - whkn be paid’warm mj?. 
encomiums to the admiral and gen^4, and only flamed them 
for being fo unfeafonahly mimical to the true imerells of 
their countiy, as to chafiVe tlk putich jnerejy becaufe they 
had been perfidious, and had while prpfefl^ng hindnefs tp 
Britain, bwn fupplying ^nerica with fiores, and France, 
and Spain. Befides they had,a<51ed,fit^ularly ftupid, fince by 
the improvident methpdst, i^hich, they; bad taken, by ewfif- . 
eating the property, and t}p,.the channel of 

nicatmn, they had taken the mdfi; e^Slual means 
an end to the A'lnerican war, which all true lovers 
country mufi fervently regreti Proceeding in tins' fiile'Vhe . 
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h%1t , 

COfttf»ry to the rules of ^ 
bo wlikli. he vras »pa4W to sJ^rder hy Mr. T. rowwiP-. 
i who, ^aviifji wi|*ipb!trb4 htni for the introdu^ioo of a 
name which muHr *iiot be ufod in tbit Houfo, warmly fop* 
ported thd^matioo« as expeediogiy oeeeflftry to be adopted in 
a moment when we ale invol^v^ with fo many coemics, and 
when it was fo neceffary by every gentle method to coiKiliate 
lofbead of provoking the ftatts of Europe, 
r with^is itfual energy and 5s«al, called on the 

Houfo to exerfiife its own judgment on theoccafion, and not 
hn inconfideratc fubmidlah to the Treafury-Bench, to 
harry them into a meafure which they would, in all probabi¬ 
lity, have Uncere fcafon to repent. The great commercial 
tncereil of this Country bad fufitred by this condaiJi in a moft 
fonilble manner, and he was very much deceived if it would 
siot he the means of giving a oiortal ftab to the trade of the 
li^itfoe weiidd. It feemed to be a principal part of the fyf- 
,tern ,of his ihjiajeilyjs. miniilefs to attack and hyure the great 
commisrcia] intereft of the city of London. That city, the 
indepeiildfente of which was a perpetual fource of difcoiuent, 
to point their weapons moll particularly to that 
On the prefeht occafton the city of I^ndon had 
vliot only fuifored a moh: feverc, lofs by the confifcations at St. 
^Ibatiifs, but they faw theinfelves brought to the brink of 
« precipice by tbi^ condu&from which there was no receding, 
thereonly wanted the hand of the enemies of this country, 
loBoywng/the eaampk of his Majefty’s minifters, to hurry 
thcep^down;. Should France imitate the fyftem of Britain, 
and jedPh^foaie the property of the iPands which they have 
taken^ or may take; what ipuft be the fate of the merchants 
pf, was not this a danger to be dreaded ? Was 

ft that France, as fiie had it in her power, 

would'fplIjD^^-^e fame 1 ^ and conhfeate the property of 
, Orohada^ illands as they might hereafter feize 

, Britain criminal in purfoing a 

ira|ld p’^ir^ed out to by the legiftfiturc of their country ! 

-under and protcilion 

.'■ll V'l y, k « 4 < 1 1 




-^..'to all the regulations preferibed 

'’S^roe, 'Si^EuAatiifo.^t’a general mart,' but the 

man fbt thefaW ofwar- 
fhe'eoefo^ pf''their;This trade was 
■ ie^l and praifo^hforthy f after having followed it 

I ^ the laws of they found their 

^-,t^n6fcatni,vby oi^ef^jf tWe very mfol^rs who had* 
F,odi tq thefo^ aqd chcodfo^4> ahd fc®h»*hgly protefl- 

ed 
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c3 thi^ trade. He iincerdf trailed tbit the HkmiI h w^td djtee 
to ihe motion, that by the papers whieh were eaHeddeei&Jy 
might be able to afcertatn the truth of the fa€ls that nSd 
been mentioned on that day, and which were notorious upoui 
charge, though they were not proved tojthe Iloufe. 

Mr, B»inbi^ Gafeoigne, JfH, Lord 5«rnry, Sir Thmas Bgeur* Mr,Bambef% 
ioxy General Smith, and Mr. fV. StarSa&pe, fpoke Oiortly to 
the queftion: and 

Mi Burli concluded the debate in af^eech in which, wtth**^*'®*^*'* 
his ufiial force of argument, mixed with powerful wir, he an*> 
fweied every thing that had been advanced in oppofition to 
hts motion. The mode of reafoning that had been adopted^ 
he faid, gave him at leaft this confolation. It Oiewed him 
that mmifters were alhamed of the orders which they had 
given, and could not treat the queftion fairly. Where there 
was ftiame there was hope. I'Key faw and felt the danger 
of then condudt, and were anxiouv to throw doubt upon it^ 
wiftnng to conceal that it originated from their uiftru^tionsf 
and leav.ng the army and navy refponftble for the difgrace, 
and for the confequencos. The honourable gcntleihati faidj^ 
that their was not one argument which delerved a fetious re* 
ply. The honourable captain who fpoke early in the debate, 
confined himfeif to an aigument on the propriety of the na¬ 
vy’s fharing in booty, captured on ftiore, m common with 
the aimy. Surely, m alt joint expeditions, it was a thing 
cleatly known and cftabliftitd, that they (hared agreeable to 
the arrangement made by themfelves. But was this a reafon 
for (haring in the illegal booty ' for plundering where they 
fubdued > for becoming the tyrants, inftead of the governors 
of the territory which they invaded ! furely not. The noble 
lord who had fol}owed him, had entered more largely into 
the queftion ; and' he had been anfweted as fuliy by his ho« 
nourable friend } all the argument that he had advanced wa^, 
that the capture of St. Euftatius was a new cafe, dilTcrcnt 
from that of Grenada, and from every other; and therefoie 
the condu^ obibrved on this occafion wds not to be mea« 
lured by others. In what refpe<l3ks did i| differ ? It was weU 
pointed out by his honourable friend, that it differed only m 
circumftances; which ought to have rendeied the property 
more farred, becaufe, as he bad fetd before, there wanted the 
very ef&nce of war, reciprott^} and conrequcotly the inha¬ 
bitants were intitied to* proteaiotl by the moft powerfqt of 
claims. 

The learned lord on the other ftde of the Houfe, who had 
gone into a fyftematic defence of the proceedings i had ad* 
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argum^iiLfs iirtgulaf; and which merited a 
pahticular reply. He had told the Houle, tba^ they ought 
not to Comply with the motion for the production of papers } 
hecaufe, if they were to come to a refolution that the pro¬ 
ceedings had been caminal, they would effeCtuaily condemn 
one or other of the parties, htice it muft be either the com¬ 


manders or the mihifters that were guilty. The caution 
of the learned lord was very laudable. “ T'he fuhreqiicnt 
evidence would be fhort; eftahlilh the faCts by the pr.'duc- 
tioa of the papers, and his Ma'jefty’s miniflcrs can lie no 
longer concealed ; have mercy then on his Maiefl:y’’s niini- 
flcrs ; you cannot decide on the queftion of polK-y wiiliout 
involving tlie queftion of guilt; the fatety of the mmiilcrs 
depends on your rcjcdVion of the motion ; and tlicrclore you 
cannot in this inftance confult the benefit of your cournry, 
iince a nearer and dearer objection is to be preierved ; the 
objeft of our gratitude, as he is the author oi our political 
being, the ntan in whom we live and move, and from whom 
all the good things of this life are derived j he is to i)e <.!e- 
Uroyed by the fuccefs of the motion ; ami tliereforc favc the 
minifter, and let the emr-ire take cave of itilif.” 'bbis was 


the true language of the learned lord ; a fort of language to 
which they were pretty much accullomed of hne, and 
which was always found to i'uccecd to admiration. Jt was 
always the condufion of every harrangue, whatever w’as the 
beginning, When .argument was exbauCted; when cvafioii 
failed ; when law h^d no more quib>>!es to confound, nor 
eloquence to confufe : Oh, fave the noble lord ! is Hill 
the iafl.” He truflcd tbr*t this argument would not always 
prevail, when it came to this fhort ifl'ue ; wlicther \vc niufl 
part from the miniflcr or from the empire ; and he be¬ 
lieved that we did not want much in our journey to tfiat pe¬ 
riod, then the , noble lord In the blue ribbon would have a 


woeful proof of the infiabllity of that fricndfhip which is 
founded in intercil, began without eflcem, anti continued 
without affe^ion, I'hc honourable gentleman took, notice 
of the light manner in which the learned lord had fpoken of 
the caUirniics which had been fuftcred at bt. EuKatms i ca- 
lamiticiSi urvparalletled in the hiflory of modern war, and 
which would leave a melancholy proof behind ihem, that 
however the lights of. philofophy ihight teach man to bear 
miferies, they had not yet taught Britons to* foibcar to inflict 
them. It was a light matter then in the opinion of the 
noble lord, and to be confidered merely as a matter of Courfc, 
incident to war^ and infepatable from the capture of an 

ifland « 
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ifland; to pronounce a feotencc of si wBole 

people ; to feparatc the moft tender relations of, ha|«re ; the 
iiufband from the wife, and the parent from t1l« chtid ; to 
tear afondcr a!l the tics of a community^ the numerous 
brar.ciiing ajfcib'ons of a happy jfociety ; to divide theorat 
once, and by one fatal firokc of a conqueror's fword cut 
thiit Gordian knot which linked Hhein together by a focial 
chain ; to pronounce a fentcnce of partial banifbment, more 
fevt tc for not being general; and hurry them in one rude 
moment to countries where they muft not only be aliens, but 
fce;^.jars; all this, in the learned lord’s conception was no 
fP'jre than the comm--»n confequences of war, which com- 
nunuers might inflict without dilhonuur, anJ the conquered 
ought to bear without complaint. 

Having with equ li poignancy commented on other argu- 
QKnts of the learnrJ lord, he returned to the real queilion 
before the Houfe, and called upon gentlemen to be ferious, 
for it was a ferrous moment. The predicament was fwknin. 
We inuit not fpert with confequences fo dfeadful, nor avoid 
a queftion fo neceir.'.ry to be determined on broad, impartial 
groiirii;, for the fakt* of faving a minifter, or of fupporting 
a p<»rty. If retahcinoit was to be dreaded, it was better 
furely to prevent than to pnnifii it. Heaven knew wc were 
not I!) a fmi.itiijn in which we held the power of punifliment 
in our hand; Uruggling for our exiftence, we had to court 
the kindnrfs and lenity, not the refentment and retaliation 
of natiof»s, that we might by our fufFerings gain a friend, if 
we could not command one by our power, nor fccure one 
by our rerpeef. In fhurt, if either empire, or charatSler was 
dear to us, as a people j if we were not degraded in fcntl- 
ment as well as in rank ; if we were not grown barbarous as 
well as defperate by our calamities we muft by a refolntion 
of Paihament atone for the mifeondudt of cither of our 



commanders or of our government. If we muft fall, let 
us at Icaft perifh with honour. Let us not, with the Jofs of 
independence, lofe alfo our good name as a people. I.et us 
not in the laft moments pf our exiftcnce, fo far forget the 
true road to glory, as to outrage the enemy v/hom wc cannot 
overthrow. If the difficulties of our fttuation are daily in- 
creafing, let us fee “ what reinforcement we may gain from 
hope, if not, wha(| refolution from defpair ;*’ by noble and 
ftrenuous enterprkl^ we may prevail and triumph*, the nations 
will not fufter us to be crufheu if we preferve our virtue; 
and Providence, approving of our exertions, will ftretch 
^ ' forth 
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«lic,U!Mei;it«4, even OUT €iicou<fs will 4o juft^ce, and bjftojy 

will applaud our name. 

The Hottfc njw divided on the motioiit as oiiginaliy made. 

Ayes 6 } Noes 160. 

Mty 15 . 

The Solicits* G<Hoa! mo\t d that the Older cf rhe day he 1 ead, 
theHonlctorei^rlvc itfelf lu a committee on th< hiH for 
"preventing cetrain ahufes iUicl profAiiations on the. Loin > dtji, 

, called Sunday. On the c^uelbon being put that the bpeaker 

leave the chaii, 1 1 r 

M*'- Afiiithi faid, he could not conveniently ait end t1i<' Tc- 
cond leading of this hill, hut he undoillood thit he Ihould 
not be irregular in endeavouring to fav a ft h wouH agamic 
the principle of it m its pndeiit ^iag'^ lie cei t.uidy im.mi to 
give It lus hearty oppofition, as tht bilJ 

inconlillent with religious libeity , -md legardmj^ im(-[ic».hu| 
as even much moie horrible than coii)Oieal hK,haa 

much rather that his body ftiould toi m i»rilon than have his 
mind chained down by the drcadfuHettcisof iguoiaiwe and 
fuperftition. He could affure the Houle, that no man a-hat- 
ever had a more profound veneration for the puie doctrines 01 
genuine Chrilliamty than he had, hut he had always hold m 
deteftation that idea, that perfons ol the middling and mu nor 
rank ihouid be excluded jfrom the privilege of fearching into 
and examining the doarines of any loligion tlicy may wulh to 
inuuire into. It (eeraed to him that one of the prime excel* 
lenciesof the Chnllian religion conlillcd in this, that its doc¬ 
trines affe as eminent for then plainnefb and liinplicity as they 
are for their purity and fubhmiry. If any myftenous matters 
had been introduced, he believed them to have bteii mtroducal 
by thecre^tof ill-deiignmg men, and particularly pnelH, wlio 
could not have turned their holy profefiion to meicenary pui* 
pofes, had it contmued in its original pui ity. He was veiy 
ready and happy to allow that a confiderahle part of the clergy, 
in every country, m^ghi be men of real woith, and wcU-d**- 
ferved reputation, but he was equally ready lodecUrt, that 
he believed the majority to be compoled oi chauiSlers as 
tious, asfelftfla, a? wordly-ramded, and as, ignorant, 
of any other fet of men whatever. They often lemmdcd him 
of the charafler given of inch men hy Milton, in iwwaihng 
the lofs of his tmlortiMiate and beloved friend Lycida>. He 
fays. 
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How well ccmld I hftvc fpAmd jbr ybtWjg iWnisi' 
Enovvoffuch, as, for their beilie* fake^ 

Creep and intrude, and climb into the fold ; 

Of other care they little reck^Btog make. 

Than how to fcramblc at the fiiearer’s feaft ; 

And fliovc away the worthy, bidden gueft, 

Blind mouths, that fcarce therafclvcs know how to hold ft 
Ihcep-hook; 

Or have learned ought elfc, the Icaft, 

1‘Iiat to the faitlxfttl herdfman’s art belongs.’* 


If fuch was the chara£ier of the generality of the clergy, 
and fuch as he mofl confidently l>elicvccl it to be, was it then 
right or fitting that thofe gentlemen ftiould have, not merely 
the loading, but the abfolute guidance and controul of our 
ronl'cicnces and opinions? As to the univerfities, if it were 
an advantage to have received part of one’s education at one 
of theft; fem'naries, it was an advantage that he could not 
boaft of; but he Ihould very humbly prclunic, that any man 
of a moderate lharc of natural underfiandlhg, and a little 
knowledge of the world, would be as coinpcicnt to judge of 
any political or religious regulation as the ftdow of a col* 
iege, or cv^en the <)ignified chara£l:er of a head of a houfe. 
As to thole Sunday evening amuremciits, which are obiefied 
to, lio was much inclined to think that they rather prevent 
than do any mifehief. Sutcly it was far better, that men 
IhoukI cxercifc their unclerftandings in difputes of any kibd, 
than be guKzling, quarrelling, or gambling in pubUc-houies. 
If during the dnputes, any thing grofily ofienfi-vc to decency 
or good manner^ Ihould be Uttered, he doubted ntH but the 
perfon fpeakuig would be immediately feonted and treated 
with every proper contempt; but if, on the contrary, things 
really ridiculous only fliould be laughed ar, he thought the 
Iboncr fuch things were exploded by all ranks of people, the 
better it would be for the interell of truth and virtue. 

He added, that he was very glad to fee from the newfpa- 
pers, that on a late occafion Ibrac notice had been taken of 
the praflice of gaming in a higher fphere; and he begged 
leave to aik tlie learned gemkman, w’ho brought in this bill, 
(and he hoped he wopld honour him bv an anfwcr) w^hy he 
did not prefent another, cffe&ualiy to fupprefs thofe abomi¬ 
nable nurferies of gambling, wfiich arc eftablifhed in the 
neighbourhood of St. Jameses. Thofe houles were the bane 
and deftruffion of our young nobility and gentry, by ren¬ 
dering 
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firft cecdlBtciist, and afterwards con^ftquently 
fabjca to llic tcfoiptationt oF a tniniftcr, the badncFs of whole 
meafures requite corroption to ftipport themn There might, 
he fakl, be feme great fejcccptions to this general efFefl; but 
if there fliould be any men of fuper-eminent abilities on either 
iidc of the Houfe, who might be the fconrge and Terror of 
any bad adminiftration, he hoped that the learned gentleman, 
'whofe abilities and whofe authority were, he was lure, equal 
to the talk, would exert thofe abilities and that authoniy in 
fupprelHng lb great, fo deftraftive, and fo crying an evil. 
He thought the learned gentleman was particularly called 
upon for this, as a rcprelcntative for one of their univerfities, 
and confcqucntly having for his conflituents many of that 
defciiption, who were very likely to fall amifcrable prey to 
that unhappy and contemptible vice. 

It flruck him, that there had fome art been ufed in joining 
two very difTcix-or matters in the fame bill, he meant Carliilo 
Hyufe and the dlfputing afleniblies. As to the promenade, 
he never was there; but he fhoiild imagine, that when young 
men are inclined to indulge the lulls of the delb, thev rather 
tcck piivacv and tctirmeiit, than join the croud of public al- 
fcmbly. He was very nnseh for keeping ftriflly the fabbath, 
in regard , to refraining flora our OKlinary occupations, but 
he never could fee any prohil/ition from araufement even in 
the fourth commandment; and if we could have any iimoccnt 
a«>urem«r0ts, that might be promote*! without the labour of 
Oth&rs, he lliould think tlu m perfcflly confiflcnt with the 
proper obfervation of tliq fahbath, and tending greatly to pro¬ 
mote tJiat temper of mind w'hich incites gratitude to our 
lyisiki^jry and benevolence to mankind. 

He had only to add, that lie hoped they would permit the 
midilling and lower ranks of people, as well as the great and- 
Icarned, to exercife the undoubted privilege of reafonablc 
creatures, that of inquiring into, and accepting or rcjc£ling, 
any doftrines, as they appear reafonablc or unrcafonable to 
the middfftandlug which God has given tJiem. Hut if it 
fhould unfoitunately pafs, a gentleman whom lie did not 
know, but.wliofe opinion lie had heard, had laid, that the 
a^^fhorkl run in tins manner*^And it is hereby en'afled, 
that all his Majefty’s fubjeds ihall be permitted to exercil'c 
their jreaibn^ and ule the utmoft fr*eedom of inquiry into re- 
ligmtJi opiivtons, aitd that for fix of the days in the week; 
but On the (eventhj which is called Sunday, their underftand- 
ihgt Ihali be in a filate of reft.—Apd it is fiiher enaded. 
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be levied on wery. m?i,n, v»j»© ifeail pir^s&i^.tKe ,,, , . ^ , , 

cxerciling. tUolc Ta,t»onal fa4:»itics >'*£% 'wiikh Cyad 
dowed iwm*” • , . 

He flattered bimfclf that lb ridktrbHis a .hdl wowld Aot 
pafs, or at leafl tlwt the Houle whuld deter it till another 
ieiflon* in order, if it be proper, to make any .r^gtjJati^ for 
t)je ohlervauce of the fabbatli, that they might be jonade aft^r 
a candid, mature;, and proper exaniination into fa£ts and cir- 
cumflances. 

Sir Jf ffph Aftnvifiy fupported the argument of Mr. Martin, 
rs far as the larae had relation to gamings. Sir jQfejdi laid, 
t he gamiiig houfes near St. Jameses, were nuifanefia of tl)« 
worfl kind, and as far as it was competent to Parliament to 
intf'ifere, he thought they ought. The morals of young met> 
cd talhion xvtrc as well worthy i)ic conflekration of thefioufe. 

Jr. was nn the rifmg generation that all our hopes, and all the 
expedjatfotis «,>f the future welfare, and prpfperity of this 
country were founded, and therefore every meafui^ t^at tend-* 

<;J fo prevent the minds of the youth of family, from hcatig 

tainted v/ith a ruinous vice, mull be a deflrable circunaftance i 0 

To obtain. Some of the young men were, perhaps,'born to ; - 

;m lien.'ditary feat in J*arHainent, and others from their family 

oouneflions, from the lituatioii ol their family jeftates, and 

from varioLiy other confiJerations, would in all probability 

have feats in that Houfe. Therefore, as gentlemen well knew 

that perfonal independence was the bell annouf k) irefifl the 

attacks of influence and corruption, every poffiWfe means'ol . ^ 

I'ccuring independence to future fenatbrs ought to be adopted, 

and he knew of none more likely to this laudskle pur-* 

jiofe than .^Lengthening the laws againfl: gaming; he 

therefore an inflrudtion to the corarainee to infersa:^hfe for 

that end would he received with the approbation m'tbevHoufo;, 

and he intended to rnove it. He was told hy tte^fp^aker, ,, rJC;' 

that it would l»e irregular now, astjaere was a‘>quttilk«a;hefoim' 

tlie,Houfe wlwch mnft be firll difpo%l of. ‘ 'V t* . ' 

Mr. HIII laid the profanation of die fabba^, hy.j^moll aU Mr. mU* ,.{■ 
orders of people, was a matter of fodmsful nstoHety^ a&id ‘ 

threatened the moft ferfous confotjuences to the 

rids in general. He comment^ the WU, and wilhed it wetsft > 

farther. He talked of a new^aper feeing yuat into* pOuPePf 
hands juft^ they wem gtntij| ir^^lkaxtht and a^foer 
ing varfous other tbpics, notice of the old fef 4f* 

bating in that Houfo upon mligious fobjfei£ls,> whidh 
in the flr^. FarJl^iaent of Charles X. a Parharaeoii 
. VsiU UU Y y ^ 
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latter part of the m^ of that onfortimafe prince; the cafo, 
he obferv:ed', was at prevent totally tlifTerent. Rtligious inb- 
je£ls were now A'ery r^ely brovight under difcufixon within 
thole walls; he IhouUi hh pardoned, theiefore, he hoped, for 
havings the very hrft time ho prehnned to rife, andi called 
upon the attention of the Hotilc, Ipoken on fo frrious a con- 
fideration, and the rather, as though religion had lately been 
; . adverted to one day out of feven, gonta aily fpeaking, it was 

not, ni^ntioned there once in feveji ycai s. 

The Ss/fei- 'The S^Hci tor General in a ffiort ipeech ohh:rved, that he 
for would mofl Willingly have-axlopted the ith'as relativf to gam¬ 

ing, fuggefled by the two honoural.de gcmlomeM, had wc not 
now in our Icatute books as excellent lavts againit gaming avS 
any cOutitry in liiuropu But v.lu re men of rank andtiif- 
tin£tion were bent on committing ciiruos, which from their 
nature mu,jil be perpetrated in private, no lav/ could reach tlie 
evil, lo as to prevent it entirely; but wherever money was 
taken to admit perfons to gaming ♦^nhles un a Sunday, the 
bill, now in its. progrefs through the Houfe^ would reach the 
cafe, and apply a reITied 3 ^ 

. Id. Surrey. Lord Surrey thought, if theie mud be a bill of tbe kind in¬ 
troduced, it ouglit not otdy to aim at the putting a Hop to 
purfuits of ^rattlication to tl.v- tnind, atid of perfoiial pleasure, 
it ought alio to ftrike at trn^hc, ’I'/hich was now carried on 
every fabbath' day, with a iliameleffucfs that was perfv:<5.11y 
al-oni/liing. He knew of no profanation of the fnhbath that 
called inore' for reformation than the cuJfoni of waggons, 

‘ ftage-Goaches, &c. travelling on Sunday. 1 hey ought to be 

aholiihed; at the fame time when he faldthis, he cluclaietl, 
he did «bt mcianto be underfl'ood, as intimating that perfons, 
who from Acknefs or confinement all tbe reft of the week, bv 
, unavoidable and ufeful avocations, ought not to be allowed 

to take the-air on Sundays, or take a ride for their health; 
he meant merely that trade and traffic fhould ceafe for that 
day, aad be confined to the other ,fix. 

Mr, TVmr. and reprobated the bill, which be ftiid w^as 

not meant Tt»/Mifwer any really good neltgious purpofe, as was 
pretended, but was an eifbrt«if tyranny over mens i- 
cnces- He hardly approved of any thing fuggefted by the 
,V long robe; half the C(nm|:ri^s that had been"ruined, were 

rubied by men of die long robe. He made a dillindfion be- 
tween minifters who w-ere worthy, good.men, and niiniilers 
, who were proud pricjfis, wealthy," wSiowing in piefenuents 

plwraUfts, 
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plur;diils,- deans5, bi&opi 
court to any of rfie' latter. 'W'UeriS';^ 
a I moil on the banJis of die Tee»» /iiihrtlie 
houfe floods there was a number of poor clergy; c^the^b^r 
fide the river, there were as many tich ones. The former 
were the men oe iiejiglited to keep company with; they were 
attcruivo to their duty, pious without aftedation, good 
niiiiiAcrs, ready to give all the ads'ice and afliilaoce,'thdr 
neighliours flood in need of. The curate of bi$ own pariih , 
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held hut forty pound a year; and he was gl;«l to fee him at all 
rimes. Plis table was open to him every day in the week, if 
he cliofe to come to it. With regard to the ineflicacy of 
t])C laws again ft gaming, which the learned gentleman fpoke 
of, he would tell him the real'on ; they wore laws without 
any principle of law in them. He ftatod a fuit brought ma¬ 
ny yoais ago for trial before a jury at York, by collufion 
botw'fvn the parries, \^!u'ro tli'i jxnalty to ho forfeited was 
ten pounds, andtltc infotmer was to have fifty pounds by the 
:uft of Parliament, flaron Ciivc tried it, and though the cale 
was made out, the jury law through the whole connivance, 
and gave a verdiifl of not guilty, and they were in the right 
<»f it. Laws wiiliout principle, that Is, without equality, 
without holding out the fame portion of jiiflice to one as to 
another, were £ood for nothing; and fo my Lord Somers 
Cud, wliofe traft Mr. Turner produced from his pocket, de- 





cl.aiing he never went without Lord Somers in his company. 

Mr. SbcfuiuH laid, that whenever the vice of gaming was to Mr. ShvU 
be fiippia fllil, he Uo])ed that rnoft pernicious fpccies of it, the^"* 
adventuring in lotteries, would be the firfl o!>je(5l of atten¬ 
tion : this, it was true, was patronifed by the legiflature, and 
yet nothing could he more detrimenul to tlie morals of die 
people ; for it not only promoted the fpirit of gamblingamong 
the lower orders of fociety, but, by fufpending all induftrious 
purfuits, tended to introduce every kind of depraviiy. While 
the evil was permitted to reign in its late extent, it was in,a 
fail way of curing itfelf; for every fecond tradefman being a 
lottery-office keeper, and very few poflefling any capital, the 
finallofl lofs made them abfeond, and the public credulity was 
thereby gradually diminillied ; but now the practice had been 
regulated, by the wifdom of Parliament, for the,better fecu- 
rity of adventurers, it iVould tjo doubt perpetually iiKreafe, 
with all Jits train of mifehievous confequences, for govern¬ 
ment had entered into a Tort of partne;-fliip with the office- 
keepers, and as they were to derive It benefit froni the fuocefs 
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AS tlhpfe%arned gc;nf}e^’an :'w^ brought in the bill, had al¬ 
ready on oAc occ»fioh flood forward, not only as the ctnjhr 
mirum, hut as trie arHur €!s):^anthrum^ at once tne Cato 
and the Ferronius of the age, he nop'd he would be adivc in 
his new charatTlc'r, jvnd would loin m pufng a liop to lottery 
camin?-, by brintr.nc?: fo a bill to aholilh ail the pi< I’ent Ustterv- 
Ofliccs, and preventing the opening ol any new ones m ruttire. 

Mr. $(n'jhriJr/ faid, that there a pfcimciudc to the hiU 
ar; fit an object for aboiitJon as chat ar C ulilie-Houfc, and 
that nn^a9 the j«romenadc in SCenfin'rtoo-t.T.irdens, which was 
much more frc*quenu.d, and, he beiicved, by woi le company, 
Mr S'awhfidge rept-arod his f'onr.t-r ohj'di.-ms to the HiJi, and 
faitl, he had .always underitood, that the niOrc truth was in¬ 
quired into fhc better. 

The rnotion wa.? pt?f, and the bill went through the com¬ 
mittee, ihe Solidtw Generol moving, that ihe blanks for the 
penalties be filled up as follows : I'he rnniirer of each houft’, 
where the meetings piohibited by this hill ihould hereafter be 
proved to afiemble, to forfeit 200!. The moderator of every 
fuCh meeting to forfeit lOoh And each of the fervams who 
Ihould be proved to ftand at the <3oor, to 

JLord Surrey moved a prov.fo that nothing in the bill fhould 
be conflrncd to deftroy the toleration of Frotefttuus by -adt of 
Parliament. TiTis clauic he propr^feJ for the purpofe <»f 
fcrcening the difleoter.s from any penalties for holding meet¬ 
ing on Sundays. Jt wa'* explained alfo, that this bill could 
not alFeiS any meeting, to which admiflion was not obtained 
by money. In all ouier meetings of Surulay, for the pur- 
pofes of debate, if money was taken for admiffion, the penal¬ 
ties were to be as abuve. The bill went through the com- 
fhittee without farther deb.ite. 

’ 16. 

A motion was made by Sir Herbert Afnekwerth for referring 
to a committee of fupply the report of the committee ap¬ 
pointed to confider the petition of DoiSlor Smitli, applying for 
a reward for attending the jails of Loudon and Wt‘fimin^^l,cr. 

After an miimj>ortant debate, the Houfe divided; ayes, 54; 
noes, 4;,. 

The report from the committee appointed to •.examine the 
petition of the city of London, requefttng the alTiftance of Par¬ 
liament to repair the jail„of Kewgate, which had fuffered by 
the late riots, waS read. 

Mr. 
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•,. ■'■Mr/5'«rti>i?t*'?(%tf-f!:atdl,' tlut't^'Itstn 

which, however, woiiW not be req^iirsesl all at OiJtje ,5 
w'ifhed to have it granted at three period*, io,oodli'^i& year, 
and Jo,oool. each of the two years to come. Afterfoiiie de¬ 
bate, tlie matter was again referred %o the Committee, -to af- 
certatn that there was no fund in the city from which the 
fum might be drawn, and applied to thisufe 

Loni jVorth faid he was afhaiaed to trouble the HpuCe, by U- WWisfc 
r-jjetitions of begging more time lelative to the Eai*-lndia 
Coinpanv; butwthf^ diredors of the company had made propo¬ 
rtions which j't’rhaps might prevent fomc trouble to the 
Houle it t.*'ey and he cooJd agree. A meeting had been held 
ycJierday in Leadenliail-llreet, when feveral rf folutions were 
corre u\ three of which he read : it was ivcHlary a general : , 

court of propiietors Ihould be calltd Hr’their concurrence. 

That goiKaal court would be Iv-M on f’riday next, after - " - 

which iliev ''vould probably romc to a ballot; lo that it ivould 
he Monday or 'ruefday before he Ihouici know their determi¬ 
nation : few thofo realbns lie wiihcd to pofipone the matter 


to the ^Vt'-d^e{day next. 

Mr. JJ:tfry couUl not fee tho nocefilty of pollponing this Mr* Sof^ 
buhnefs IVoTu (lay today, hocaufc .a ihort bill would aulwer 
the purpolc as it Imd done I ribie, and give botli the noble 
lord and the directors time to d'oeil the buhnefs properly. 

He was entering into many particulars; but being informed 
by the fpealcer that this was itor a proper time he fat down. 

J.ord A'orth thought a Ihort bill would not anfwer the pur-W. N»rtJk, 
pole; it was nec'eilary tocoine now to a dccifion ; the interefl 
of the company and” that of the public were united. The 
fooner a l>3rgain was made between tlicm the better it would 
be for both parties ; each would know on what foundation 
they ftood. 

(jcn. Smith and Mr. Baker each faid a few words, in favour 


of a fliort bill. 


Sir Grey Cooper fupported lord North; and the qucftion 
being put, was carried withemt a divifion. 

Alaylf.u 

The bill for the better preventing fmaggling was committed. 
It contained a claufe for confifeating ine ftTip or veflel, on 
board of which fhould be found a greater quantity of fpirtts^ 
wines, tea, &c. than fhould be necelfary for the confumption 

* of 


* On the Committee's making their report that there was no 
fund, and that the fum alked for was really waoicd, the Houfe 
in a committee of fupply, granted io,oool. for this purpofe. 
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of be p^rfeitjy blamelds, as being cofully ig- 

nofsht ahy intention to defrauJ the rcveniie: the ni.iflcr 
and crew'iriight take goods on board in order, if poffible, to 
run them, while the owner could by no means know any thing 
of this matter: and yet by this claufci, though compl-tdy ig¬ 
norant of the conirniiTion of the ofTetree, it was the owner, the 
. ndofTending owner, who was to be pnniflied ; and that ton, 

by the total confifcation of'he Hiip. Thi.^ was the fum of 
'■ sir Join the reafoning of Mr. and Sir Jfof'fj Pelavnl\ the 

Dii/rfW. latter of whom moved an amendment, that (nllt-ad of the can- 
fifcatlon of the ihip, a penalty fhould be levied of rrehic* the 
Mr. yalue of the run goods found on board.—Mr. Wilherfdree put 
a cafe, in which it would be not only fevere, but unjiifl; to 
confifcate the yefle! : a rnafler of a fhip rnii^iu take m the 
, necc®ry quantity of fpirit.s for a three moc.tlss voyage i and 
by fortunately having a fair and brifiewmd, perform the voy¬ 
age in fix weeks : the cuftom-houfe cfficcrs viiit his thip, and 
finding in it a greater quantity of fpints, • than the law 
allows, inflft that the vefitl fliall be confifeated. In this cafe, 
confifeation muft enfue, unlefs prevented by the interpofing 
diferetion of the commi/fioners ; but he wlfhcd to combat and 
deftroy not only this heavy penalty, but the difcrction; for 
diferetion was but another name for tyranny, and lai'l an un¬ 
intentionally ofFcnding man the mercy of a whimheal com- 
miffioner, who might confifeate or not, juft as capr.ce fhouid 
diredhim. 

'/'Hw The ykinrmy-Gencral obferved, that there was not a greater 

rffQtmuU hardship impoled by the prefent bill, on the owners of ihips, 
than that which exifted already. If at fea a fliip fhould, 
through the ignorance or negligence of the mafter, run down 
another j the owner, though completely ignorant of the tranf- 
aiftion, and confequently innocent of any intention to damage 
the property of another, was bound in law to make good the 
damages ; nay, though the Ihip that had ruh down the other 
fliould not* be worth iro’.,. yet the owner was bound to make 
good tb’e damages, though they fliould amount to io,oool, 
Jt wa*the fame with refpe^ll to coaches; if a feivant driving 
hi$ maftei’s carriage, fhould damage that of another per Ton, 
the mafter, the unoffending mafter, would be bound to make 
good the loff. It would not be proper, he admitted, that a 
fhip fhould be confifeated in fuch a cafe as the laft fpt aker 
fead ftated ; but in that cufe, and in others, fuch as when 
evciKhc mafter or commander of the ibip knows not that any 
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of his men have run goods on board, the fhip could xmpit 
to be protsefed only by the difcrctioo of the cointtfiflioners } 
f:jr if it fh ‘uU! be once enaciet’, that a C>ip could not be con-, 
fifcared, unlcfs the maft' r bitcw that there were run good? on 
board, rhe conu'q.it'pce be, tins no matter evci would 

krj{»vv it. b.-‘i'aulf he v.'OuiJ iu>t take ilie tr.uibie to try. 

Su' ^uumai '■‘hi'vnin^ was un the lame fine ol tiicqacft;on ; 
ar.il Sir (W-rpe }'ou}ic;C >.n tne o»ner. 

I'hc comiu'.trt’' .it lafc divjdeil *, and Sir J >hn DelavaTs 
stncfi'Jtnejst was rtii.’cded ; and the original rlautc Ici coftiil- 
tiiiig the Ihip wai carried by a sv. joniy of 2£). 

I'or tre am.ndment 5> Againtl it By 

The co/nroittce tiicn Went tt*iou;^h ti.e iciii..uisn^ claijfcs, 
which nut Virh no oppiifitlon. 

The Il'ml'c heii-: rcfu!Tic<l, the {irdcr the day was read, 
for rcadinp a fecoiu uujethe bill ioi p.evencii troin 

the ro\ a’, n. vy 

Mi A/;: >j.rr the firfl vvl ofedit: the bill, he faiJ, 




heaped riarotti u; on the inofl vajui-ihle fet of men in the cm- M». Mis* 
pire ; ami r v. uTjeult to dcn-nnine. whether the bill ’was 
tn.jra ex'cepti ii; itb principle cr its provshotii ; to him 

Jtht’y .ipneaii d in nil to liberty and found policy ; as they 
iitts-mp.cd to retain, b)' puniflnnent?, tUofe who ought to b? 

IgAine.'l by toward.? and allin'td by gentle ufage. He then 
livvent thi'uvjgb the dihe.eiu i.l.;ulc;., and ttated n.'s o^je^ion-; to 
cat h he u enr i.Inr'g, Up>>n the wh'de, lie confiacted it as 
leading tu piomotc, inittati i>r ptcv.-ntiug, dert.icinn) and cf 
Ivcenii.y nieri luck iroin ctiUr-.o'r mto the na.rt, initead of 
jwooinfi; them forw..i d. He concluded with a mniitin, that the 
hni ihould be rcau a I'bcond time on i"..’t rhty four nnmths* 

, Adirirui AVp/’t.' aH<' found lault with the hill; and was of Admin* 
Opinion, that if it pafled, tlie Houle would bo obliged to pafs 
^aother for manning rhe niercliunt Ihips ; for theprefent bill 
Would not leave them the meat.s of gcttni hands to navigate 
their vcttels. Them was lun inr radically wrojig in'the 
tnanagement ot the navy, otherwife we Ihould not hear of 
^lich dilcrtions .as of late had thinned tlie lerv tee : in thu lail 
^var they were httle known. There was ;i piadtice, to which 
aferibed, in a great ineafure, tltofe deieritons ; lie meant, 

^he fplitting of fliips compani**s, and feparating thole who, 

[vvifiied to terve together under fome particular officer, to 
whom the were perfonaliy attached : fferving under the office 
hev liked, they never thought of deiurtion ; But being lent 
ervr wit men ihey'never faw before, and under an offi- 
:er they did not know, they fled from a ferv ice they difliked, 

3 • and 
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"jithl fliips wore thinned. life knew an infl.ince of a 

fhjp’s company that was clifpcrieil up ami down among other 
fhlps, while not ahov^^ 2 or jx: were fufEnod to romairi 0:1 
board their own : it vvs'i w'-dl { nr.wn ](Ow dilagreeablt this 
jneafutc would he tf- tip' ra -n, nn.l thotthue the place of their 
deftiiiation was kcj.t a fhcA-t, co.-nequance was, tlait ma¬ 
ny of them cUdertrd, and rh'- n fr nnh.ijmv, and cl-.- 

moured. The Hup he rdSuded t<; was t!jc Vicl'>rv,^ which be 
had had tlv: honour to coin maud. It was a fael uhich t!io 
papers upon the lahlc woi:id ;ne\ tint not hover than 
42,00c men h.id clf:ft'rt''.d fruin ibc navy In d, ■ ewurf of the 
prefent war. This W’a:- a moil niipreccdonud lUing ; :uk 1 th,; 
Admiralty ought to j.iltT whvth'T tl.v) h.ul not, l^y this 
treatment of the navy, given r‘:‘e to ibis iineoaiinoa deler- 
tion. He was forrv li.at be had not been aide to attciKl liie 
Houle while the Grccnwidi-hohvM! hill wa-. going througii 
it; lie would have taken care to lp( uk ir\ favour of the com¬ 
mon men, wlu'n thoi'e wliole huunufj il Was to pietr.‘t them 
had facrificed their intendl.'; • be that hi;! «.vary comnton 
man*s Hiare of pvi/c rntme-.y, <vi-ich fliouhl r-ot have born 
claimed for three years, was given to ilu' Iholuital. lie was. 
forry tlic term had not been cnhnged to ilv: yeai's. Ik knew 
of two infiancca in iJif lall \v .iv wheix t!ie c:iptf>rs i;:ui not 
been able to return to Englrn:! for four years after they had 
made the pri/.cs ; in one cafe they were iatit'e'd to 3 5). a m.ui, 
the whole futn amounting to 8000I. and yet they were never 
able to gof A H^illir’g of their ’nonew, becaufe the application 
had nest bem made within the tlu\*e years fjiecihed in the .efl 
of Parliament. ]t therefore was not furpriling- tliat men 
fhiould be ready to defert whin they found fo little encou¬ 
ragement to do their duty. He jafl touched upon the late 
lots of theEuftatius fleet; he faid he would not dwell upon 
it 1 he jfhouM only cry fliame ! fhame ! upon thole, who had 
fufFered a paltry fquadron of five fail of the line to infult our 
coaft with itnpunity, 

jy^r. artributed the fpirit of defertion to the feverity 
with which the leamen were treated in the king’s Hiips, and 
confequently he raull difapprove of a bill, which, by ena<fb- 
ing greater feverities, niuft encreafe that fpiiit. He verilied 
bis opinion by what happened on board the London EaH- 
It^diaman that had been run dowp ih a gale of wind, by the 
£.u^l man of war. When the Ruilel’s boats were employ- 
in picking up the men who had thrown rhemfelves into 
the fea, the captain, as he was quitting the London, faw 
thifty-fire of his men remain behind; he called to them to 
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r.ive tbemfelves, by quitting the fliip before flie could gd' 
down ; they replied that tln.y would not, becaufe they were 
deferters from the royal navy; and muil, if they thould re¬ 
turn, be cither hanged, or dogged frOm fliip lo ilnp; and 
fooner than bear tins, they would go down, they laid, with 
the London. The cn[>tain expoduiifted with them, hut in 
vain ; the /liip went down, and with her pe!ifhf\i thirty-five 
as good featnen as any in the Brltifli navy, v.Iio preferred 
deuih 10 the rigorous puni''nmcnts inflicted in the King’s 
fhins. Tlehuow the truth of this anecdote; fir U'-; had it 
from the captain, who was his own hrolhei , and whole eii- 
tP.'aries had not iieon able to prevail on thole men to lave 
lii.^inldves. In onnev tin -s, he find, w'o were not at inch 
a loii’. for ih.rnaii as* at pre-f it; wt had Swedes, jXuns. ami 
Rudians to navi rate oui nu-rohantmen; hut now they were 
kcjii at home bv order of tli ir court:;. We had -\merica al- 
fo to fupply us' vil!'. f. i'meii now they fupply our enemies *, 
nay our own me Iriwn from the fi-rvlce by the leverities 
annexed to it, are ahhd'ari-ly in arms .igainft us. He was in¬ 
formed a captain of an lengiiih Lall-lndiaman, who \v:\s_ 
ptHoner on bo.ud a reiich 74 gun Ihip, in the action of 

in thv. iauie fliip wcie 40 Brltifli foa- 
mcn who w'eait aloft, and worked l;i>" 
men who commanded the guns, and 
ii country. The fame officer had at- 
he was a prifoncr on fhore, wlic're lie 
verv ill, there were 500 Britilli foa- 
inen conti ed With him. Tiwh; wme tcmj)ted by the French 
with advMMtageous offers if they would enter t>;i board the 
French fliips of war, or thr* American privateers, that were 
fitting out in the potts of France. I’hc- ofiers ib far piovail- 
ed that fomc days 15, foine, days .to, ufed eniDrac- them 
and it had brought tears in his eyes to fee, that of 500 fel- 
low-prifoners 300 had taken up arms againit their country. 

The. prefent bill, if paffi.d, would ruin our trade ; .ind if it 
fliould bo read a fecund time, they would have pi-titions from 
all the great trading towns in England againfl it, I’he direblors 
of* the FaitFrndia company had already font for him lo advife 
with him about it ; and had agreed that a depntati m fliould 
fent to lords North and Sandwich, to requell that they would 
difcountenauce the billbecaufe if it (hould pafs they coutd 
not be able to carry on their trade, himfelf, w hufband 
of fkips, having now to fupply the company with fev'eral, 
found it a very difficult matter to get men; fiiips, rigguig', 
ffores, &c. he could y t; but if the bill Ihould pals, it 
VoL. III. Z /. would 
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ovit of his power to get men. Even n6W it co 0 
the owners of the company\s ihlps looo!. extraordinary to 
the crew of ead) (hsp; and to encreafe their hardllups, and 
thofe of the company, one oi' thofe Oiips returning lioino 
with a cargo worth hiivt'cen ^ and 400,000!. flora which the 
public rcvc-mit: ww* to deviVe c.oitfuk-r.d-!’ advantao'e, and 
which confi'qiienily wtdl dekrved protec!'. 'U, if nv.i hy u 
king’s blip, li.id’^o or her ii'amcii pn fi d, arid had not 
a fuffirient /nnsil' r left bdiind attl r from Uie com¬ 

mon d.tnger.s of the tea, much let's to d' d her againfl the 
attacks of tlie moft iiifigniticanr jirival I 'pouthe wdiole 
he wmidd oppol'c the bill, as cp' iv-Jlivt earnen and inju* 
I ioirs to tr.adf, 

.Gi.f- Mr. Gafioynf, fen, difinpiove* nnirj' u ttse honourable 
member the pradticc of takin ora n'>e3''h;uirmcn thofe 
liands that v^cre iic'cc;iar\ ton; ale them; hr had always 
fbneurred in giving protecti<ti!'j . he tradehr; iiad always, 
and ever would, fit Ins tace ,ng; .. tl'.ek who fhould wan¬ 
tonly diflreis it; but he faw nc arcc in llie arggfijent the 
honourable gtiiitleman drew ag.ii .the hill, fjornWie diillke 
tlic trading lowuis had to ii "if t had any foic*' at all, it was 
cerL—^ for, not againit ihe i I, for it dernr-ilrated that 
the nv-rdHints manned the ips with ddVrtrvs from the 
royal n.tvy ; and ;f the bill Id pafs, d(-f:nii a being’ cut 

up by the roots, the merch could no longer iuccced in 

feducing the king’s feameii firyij Jiis I'ervii , and tlicrtfoveilie 
more they /liould oppok. ihe bill thi. better opinion he 
w’cjuld entertain ot its effii cy in anfivcrinc rheend tor wdiich 
it had been drawn. Gent! anon feerned to led very much lor 
feiinen, ami oppofed tliis bill, becaufe thev conceived it en- 
ftified additional feverities agalnft that bot(y of men : hut in 
this thi^y were mofi: egregiotilly rairtakeii, tor there w’as not 
an ideiiof intended feverity ngainll the fcamen to hr found 
from one tmd of the hill to the other. 1 he penalties it was 
calcfrlsted to intiidf ware levelled folely againit thole who 
fhould entice or feducc them from the King’s lei vice; l-ar’nour 
or conceal them after detertion ; and .igainlt rhoh-; mailers of 
^ips who .fliould employ rhrin, knowing them rn be dt l’eiteis. 
This being the real ohji-i^T and purpoit of the bill, was there 
a ffijtdowof rational objrdlion to it ? Muft not every gentle¬ 
man have felt tiic necelf.ty of dieckirfg th«i pradlice of crimps 
and others, who made it«a point, nay a pFofefllon, to feduce 
men from the navy ? Was it not proper to cut off temptation 
fftbm the feainen i* It was difficult for them to withftand the 
offers made tolliem by merchants and others; higher wages, 
t eaffei 
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eafier feryice; no danger, but that of the ^ >ta orcojib- 
tei; and to become their own mafters at the lend .f|f 
five, fix, or twelve month;-., were iernpt«itions too ftroii|jto be 
rtfifK'd by men who h^d rmt a nsce feofe of duty ; and there- 
foie it ought to be made penal in iliofe who fhouid tnaisc 
ihof'c ojfFets ; and however ncteffiry it was to encourage tr^de, 
it ought to be a prior confidnation <o man the royal nav}\ 
by which alone the trade of the country could be prote<Slec!. 
Gentlemen had mentioned the piad^ice of prcfTing j and had 
afetibed to it the defertions complained of: bu’: w’as it rca- 
fonable to fuppof^* that 42 ooo men, who had defertei!, were 
ail pre/lcd men? 'Fhey ceitiinly w'ere not; and moft un¬ 
doubtedly a very large propoiii.m of them had been voluti- 
Tccisi, and had received bounty money ; foniC fourteen, fome 
fifteen, fome Ciulittcn poundi, in bounty from the king, the 
citv c/ Ltjndon. the India C impany, and fuhfcriptioii^money. 
Hmce ii was clear, that even volunteers were not to be held 
by rewai lo it ;-s the merchants were permitted to oft'^r 
them p'eater; an' b-w feamen, after having received i6l. 
ftom the public, \^ ..Id rdiil the alluring olFer of ^ol. more; 
with hivhtT WJ -.e.'.-. -trid lervice in which they fliould he ex- 
Dofed tp no dangei that of the fca, which they did not 
value a rufh. 

Upon the w'hole, the argument' that he bad heard, were 
againfl" the: pruviliops, not the psinriple of the hill; and m 
there was nothing proper!v b'-foie the Hjiife now, but tiie 
coniideiation of tnu principle, namely, whether the bii! 
fhoiild be read a feec.nci time or not, (tic arguments appeared 
to him premature, becauiV they vvere cur. igamfl the 
rlautrs, which could not be confidejtu till the bill ihould be 



in the committee ; and as no one had brought the fmallelt 
argument to impeach the pririclplc, fo he trufted the Houfe 
would let the bill go to a committee, where the ciaufe?, 
agamft which the objections lay, might be fo framed as to 
make the whole of the bill completely unobjeilionabie. 

Mr, DmjyJicr was rtrongiy againft the bill, ihi«k;ipg its 
tendency not only dangerous to the liberties of the feameo,*^^'^'^’ 
but the nation at large, for it efiablilhed a kind of inquifition 
throughout the navy, and men of aii dcfcriptions might ipi-* 
cur the penalties impofed without any intentional ofreiKse. 
There was one claufe, and only one, to which be faw no 
important objection, that which impofed a penalty on crimes 
for reducing failors from the fcrvic^j bur as the principle of 
the bill was fo highly imprnper, he thought it would be-bet¬ 
ter to rcjedl it altogether than let it go to a committee 5 and 
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cslaufe he 'alluded' to of''ittiport-' 
aoce ifwowgh to make a new bill for that alone, he for one 
jdbould not oppofe it. 

Mr Dunning took the fame fide j but differed fo far with 
bis hoxioarable friend as i® think evt-rv daufe in the bill lia¬ 


ble to w«i|fhty obje<S:ions; the honourable gentleman over 
the way [Mr. Gafeoyni] had faid it might be altered in a 
committee, fo it might; but, in his ooinion, it was fo mif- 
Chapen a monfter altogether that no art could be able to lick 
it into a plcafing form. 1 he principle itl^lf he totally dif- 
a^proved, for there was hut one way to man the navy effl-c- 
that was to make it the intcreff of Lilots t,. enter, 
which of courfe would make if alfo theit ii<clinati n j but 
compulfive tneafures could never have the defi ed effedt, and 
ought not to be attempted. He did nor, bke fome of hi.s ho¬ 
nourable friends, think prefling unconflitutional, for it was 
legalifed by neceffity ; on that plea, it had been ptaciifed in 
the bell times as well as in the word j and therefore he 


could not condemn it 5 but to exceed the limits of necellity, 
and opprefs this ufeful body of men more than the exigencies 
of the ftate required, was totally u» jiifl'fl.T.hi - , and that was 
the obvious tendency of the prefent Wiu. Having this ob- 
^effion then to its prinripde, tl-vie n'ledcd no rthe’ argument 
aga;nii its comiriiunent; bin he would not fl»>p there, he 
v.'.micl go through it daufe Ov claufc, and endeavour to Ihcw 
that the provifions were equally abUita and improper with 
the principle on w'hlcb they were fountled This he accord¬ 
ingly did 'with great accuracy, fuggcftiRga variety of objec¬ 
tions to each daufe iVpararcIy, and coi'dcmning fome as in¬ 
human, fome as nugatory, others as impradlicable. Among 
the rcll, there was a daufe requiring captains of merchant¬ 
men to ufe their endeavouis to difcovcr whether the men 


they engaged wore deferters. This, he laid, was a very 
myfterious direilion, and the captains would no doubt be as 
much puzzled as himfelf to find out its meaning; for bow 
they were to make fucb difeovery he could not coiijeflure; 
but he apprehended there was a daufe in the bill originally 
antecedent to this, though now ftruck out for reafons beft 
kRiOWn to the framers of it, which ena^ed that ail Tailors, 
«A being iasprefled, or entering on board the fleet, fhould 
be markied with a hot iron, like'^fbeep, either on their b—k- 
f-^es or fome other part of their boc^, that they might be 
known again, as well by*captains of merchantmen as their 


pnopicr owners. 

1^,. Fenton rofe after Mr. Dunning* "and defended his bill 

from ail the preceding attacks; particularly by proving that 

the 




#in78V:'' ' ■■ -r 

(biC'clanfes moil to by the . 

mbatitn from former a£ls of Parliameot, ,, ;v - . " 

Mr. Sheridmn faid, that the honourable gen.tlema;lt' hadi yit.SLvl 
omitted to take notice of one objection adduced fey Mr. 
Dunning, which was, that when failcfrs, fufpe£ted to bede*- 
ferters, were brought before a juilice of the peace, by virtue 
of this a6l, though the fufpicion turned out to be ground- 
Jefs, they might, ncvcrthelefs, by authority of former ilatutes 
be impreffed. He ironically complimented the board of Ad¬ 
miralty for the high (enie they feerned here to entertain of 
the honour of Britilh Tailors ; it might be illuftrated by a 
vciv tr tt anecdote o( Julius Csefar; for, like his wii’e, the 
rhara£ler of our feamen muft be as clear of fufpicion as juft 
impeachment; they niuft not only be deferters, but not luf- 
pe£led to be fo, 

'T'he Attorney General anfwercd Mr. Sheridan, and con-The^«*#w 
eluded the debate ; when the queftiou was decided by a 
vilion ; 


For the fecond reading 65 
Againft It 73 

The bill in confequcnce was thrown out. 

The Houie then went into a committee on the ftandard 
gold bill, and the Goldfmith's company being reconciled to 
the principle, it pafled without oppolition, only with this 
amterulment, proposed by Lord Mahon, that the power of 
llamping the new Itandards fhall be confined to London, in- 
ftead of giving it, as the bill iirft propofed, to York and 
various other places. 

Afay 18. 

The Houfe went into a committee on the Ifleof Mann bill, 
on which a long debate enfued, and various wiineflbs were 
examined at the bar. This bill was in its principle and con- 
fequences of a private nature. It originated from the Duke 
of Athol, in confequence of fome incroachments made by 
the crown on the manerial rights enjoyed by his Grace in that 
Ifle. In the year 1765? the then Duke and Duchefs of 
Athol were obliged, by Parliament, to give up to the Crown, 
for the confideration of 70,cool, the royalty of the ifle, and 
alfo the import duties. 'I'his arbitrary purchafe was invade 
by Mr. Grenville, then firft lord of the Treafury, for the 
purpofe of preferving the revenues of the Crown againft the 
fmuggling, which was •carried to fo great a length on ^is 
ifland. The particular queftion n»w before the Houfe, in 
this billi was, vyith refp<^ to the duties paid upon the her-* 
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^' thh '' They we re .t^Jtrmed '.b^ •■the 

■ Crpyh ujadle^ ti'e |>c»wer# of, tbe of tfee-5th of h»s prefei\|: 
Mijjeily, as being a pm of ihs impnjit duties and the roy- 
ahi<‘s of the iflind. This was denied fey the Duke of Athol ; 
and the prefcht bill was introduced for the purpofe of afccr- 
taming tfe^s point* A very long debate enfiied on this; and 
in the end the committee agreed fo the claim,' giving the ber*» 
yiog fifhery to the Athol family, 

, Aeijourned to the 21ft, 

A fay 21 . 

Ld. Nrrtit. 5 Lord fforth brought in the bill for rontiauing she commif- 
;^pti of accounts for another year, the title of which was 
read as follows; 

” A bill to dirtiff the payment into (he Exchequer of the 
rcfpeilive balances remaining in the haniis ot the ffveral 
peffons therein to be named, for the ufe and benefit of the 
public ; and for indemnifying the fail rerpccltve perfons, and 
their leprsfentatives in rel'pect of i'uch payments, and againfl 
all future claims relating thereto, and ior other purpofes 


iherctn to he mentioned.” 

Wr, Baker, Mr. Bai'er mfe and alRed, whether the prefent bill aurho- 
rifed the piyniailer of the forc'-s ^nd the treafuier of the navy, 
for the time being, to pay all fees that would become due an 
pafiing the accounts of ihofe paymafters of the army and 
treafurers of the navy who vi'crc out of office ? 

ThtS/tgker The*Syw^cr read a part of the breviate of the bill toM^ 
Baker, in order to £hew him that a claufe in it expreWy 
anfwercd his cjucftion, by enadfing that all fees jfhoulJ be 
paid by the paymafter of the army and treafurcr of the navy 
in office.- 

Mr. Bahr. Mr. Sahr then faid, fie wifhed to know if the prefent bill 
would quiet and fecure thofe, who, frc»m being thedefeead- 
ants of perfons who had been former paymsfiers of the army, 
and former treafurers of the navy, were liable, at a gieat 
difiaace of time, to be fuddenly called upon to clear up ac> 
with which they were but littk acquainted. Such 
a meafure would contribute greatly to the eafe and happinefs 
of matty private families ^ in fai^, it was his owr\ cale, ami 
he wiified to have an end put to the disagreeable ctreumiiance 
of fuch a matijer banging oner his head. 

l4.NortL i-ord faid, the prefpf|.t bill, being merely to conti- 
mtas the.commiiffion of accounts for -another year, was con¬ 
fined-to that obye^, with two exceptions only, viz, the 
' ■ ' ' , ^ . claufe 





I'ifirs'*: ■■ , tiS :.u^. 

■cla.iifS' 1^*31: directed the _commi'ii&0rt«r5'|t^/^kmil^ 
dmariet! f>f the arnf^yj s*nd the claufe,'^d^Hjhg: all 
of the army, atW treafortrs of the navy, #|iO 
office, to pay in their balances, and epading tliat all f^ea 
that fuch bahnees Iliould be liable to fliould be defrayeti.by 
the public. With regard to t. clionowjrable gent 1 eman^‘- tdel^ 
that was a matter that had reference to one grcal objc;^c^ 
the commiffion of accounts, but which the commimonct;* 
had not yt;t taken into their confiJeration, viz. to endeavour 
to find out and lugged a better and more fpeedy mode of 
keeping and palling the public accounts. The a£l dire^:^^^, 
the commiffioners to make their ultimate conddesation, t'heif 
firft object being to fee what public money was in the hands 
of public accoLiPtants, in order that the fame might be paid 
in for ilie imniediaie ufeor the public. He hoped, however, 
and trLified, that before the cominiffioners had com-lpded 
their bufinefs, they would proceeed to the very pointj to 
which the honourubie gentleman had alluded. 

'I hs bill was read a tiift time, and ordered to be read a 
fccond. 


Sir Pmiip Jemings Cierke called the attention of the Houle Sir PhT^ 
to the motion which he had intimated, of, a tax to be 
upon placemen and penfioners. He conlidered this as .a very " 
proper and neceffiiry meafure to be ado. ted by the HoulV in 
the preient very critical and diftreffing fituation.cd our affairs. 

It was a refource to which the nature of our danger and of 
our wants inclined us to look; for who were fo proper to 
contribute to the maintenance of the vvar as thofe noblemen 
and gentlemen who had been the authors of it ! It was a tax 
too, warranted by precedent. I'here was already a ffnall duty 
upon places alx>ve a certain amount. He thought that t^e 
circumftancc of military officers being reduced .WJ half*|niy 
in time of peace, fuggefted the propriety of reduci<ng civil 
officers to half-pay in time of war. There were many places 
in which the falanes were moderate, and the tremble, was 
conliderable ; he would not wilh to ftffe£t them \ ,but from 
the evidence of the Journals, he was warranted in iayinjgif 
that there were feveral places inconvenient, ufelcfs^ and.,^^ 
penfive, which ou^ght to be aL>f>li!i^d altogether, much mwe 
taxed. This being the fcofo the Houfe, he e,ool 4 « not 
believe that they wcmhfoppole a meafure, to the fMi^opiiety 
of which they had in fa^ agreed* He at the, fame time 
could not believe that this mealure could be in the kail of- 
feniivc to thole geotkmen who held places and penfioas utt- 




through tlie wlible 

, , .proigK<^ stnxibty for foe fupport of it, 

artd foe for the welfare of foeif tjountry. lliey 

cbu'Iil hot them b'ot'hejikalwl with the opportunity of proving 
the troth'of their profellions, and of ftaiiding forth w'ith a 
fmall ji>aft bf ^hat thev-received 'in fupport of that war to 
w^hkh they had given, hirth. TTie motion which he-had to 
prppofe, was n tux of-iive f>ercent. on all places and penhons 
above 20ol. a year. He made it this f\am, hccauie he thought 
that this would nearly bring them to the fame rate as military 
officers iiJ time of peace, to half-pay. He faid, he had not 
i^^plted the fentiments of gentlemen on this point. He had 
not even afked his friends to come down; nor did he know 
whether or not his motion would be fccotulcd. He had left 


it totally to its own merits, • He dared to fay, that if it was 
thought unworthy their confidcration it would not be le- 
condm; and that if it appeared in the eyes of the friends of 
.their country, of the lovers of oeconomy,' and of manage¬ 
ment, as it did in his, a proportion that deferved to he con- 
ftdbted ami adopted, it would be honoured with their fupport. 
He concluded with moving, 

** That it be*an inftrudfion to the committee of ways and 
means, that they do confjder of applying to die fervice of the 
public, during the continuance of the prefciit war, a certain 
proportion of the offices held by perfons who now are or 
may he members of either Houfe of Parliament.” 
c. ^nfl Uolotiei i/miify very ably and warmly ftconded the motion, 
*,w<;Vjr. as a fair and jiift relitw offered to the public in a moment of 
exertion, and fuffiering agaihft new taxes and burthens The 
fabje^ waff opprefled with taxation. He was obliged to con¬ 
tribute, fhwii his liereditary fortune, or his daily induftry, 
lar^ and encreafing fums; while thofe who were favour^ 
With the jdli^es and penfions of government were relieveti 
from Iht! taxation, though they were the authors of the ne- 
ceffity,H' He called to the recoOedfion of the Houfe the peti¬ 
tions dl^foe" people; and faid, that they recommended ff rongiy 
theprefebt propofttiOn to the Houfe; for it went to a very 
conTOiFabl«..foying in the public expencc. 

T 4 ie H(H^ Ayes, 53 ; noes, 93. 

then went iiitO fa committee, of fupply on the 
exttaordinaries of the ordnatssae, and other fervkes, 

SirCWo ‘Qieh and kated to the Houle the fums 

Cuk, tlut were iHjqUiljed JO ahfwer the extraordinary fervices of the 

o^ance for the cijirrent year. 'I'he honourable baronet faid, 
Houfe would confider the neceffity that there was for ei- 

traordinary 
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triionlinary exertions at a time when we were involved in fo 
dreadful a war with fo many enemies. The occufion was 
unprecedented, and tlie Houfe would therefore fee the ne- 
ceffiry of extraordinary expence. Another great reafoii for 
the extraordinary expence incurred, ^rid which was not fore- 
J'cen was, that hnee the firft eiiimale was laid upoii the table 
another enemy ha^f Halted up agaiiijn. Britain in the States- 
<.h;neral. againff wlioni alfo wc hac! to provide, and the; far¬ 
ther exertion made the L’xpence the more, Tlie fums which 
he v.';is now to move for, weie, for fervires td which the ord¬ 
nance could not give an eftimate at the time that they pre- 
h’nted theii former accounts to the Houfe. Of fome ot the 
IcTvices tliey were not aware at the time ; but, as theneceffi- 
ties .irofe, were obliged to provide for them as the operations 
of wai rccjuired. Eefide the fums in the grofs account 
witich lie had to move for, there was an article which could 
not 1-e brought into the account, for tire expence of encamp¬ 
ments in Cheat Britain. The expence would be about 6o, or 
65,000!. This expenco was nccellary, and it was not fore- 
feeit by tlie Board ; they could not therefore bring it into 
their accounts. But gentlemen would fee and acknowledge 
tlie ncc 'irjtY o» having encampments, that the coafts might 
npt be left to the mercy of iiiv.ading enemies. There was a 
cliargc of 64.5;^SI. for tlic purclial'c of land.s, and the expence 
of crc6ling batteries tliercon, in difft’rent places of the coafl. 
As lie could nor, without danger to the Hate, lay before the 
Houle the particular elfimale ol the expenditure of this fum, 
he mull corifider it as receiving I’o much upon account, for 
whieii lJu- Board mull be anlw'erable to the Houfe when they 
could, wiilioLit apprclienfioii or danger, Hate the particulais 
of the apphcatiiui. By Hating to the Houfe now the places 
wliere thcle forts ami batteries had been eredled, and were, 
eredlmg, would bo to point out to the enemies whore they 
might attack us with advantage, and where with detriment. 
The next article was a finall fiun, incurred by the blow'ing 
up of part of the powder w^orks. It was 5000!. Thele were 
ail the additional expences for home Icrvice. The next ar¬ 
ticle was for the expence of powder and ftoros feiit to Ciib- 
raltar by the fleet. This amounted to 5<;,709l. He could only 
lay, w'ith refpetl; to this charge, that tlie whole quantity of 
powder and ilores ordered, luid been duly fent by the Board, 
and they were fupplied with ammunition of every kind to 
I'erve them for a reafonrihlo time. He laid, he obferved gen¬ 
tlemen leemed fuiprifed or difpleafed with his charge. It was 
evident, that in whatever manner the board of ordnance a« 5 fod 
ttVoL. HI, A a A tliey 



be condcanaed: it would be .either faid of them 


they would be condcanaed; it would be either fald of 
that thev gave too little or they gave too miach. In addition 
to this tKere was a charge of 42:50I. for the ftores lent to Mi¬ 
norca bv the fame iieet. 'I'he next article was for eruvling 


a very uJ'iul and nc‘Ci.'^iry fort in Fiorwla; the fum was 
20,500!. ri’hi.-; had Ijcen eredh-d under the infpeflion ot Co¬ 
lonel Canipbc-ll; and, from the report o{ the lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor, who was lately returiK'd lionio, havijig Iwu a prifo- 
ncr, he was enal-lod to fay tlui it was a very important and 
jlrong defence. I'he enemy had contrived 1 wo e;xpedltions 
againlt F'iorid.t, and liad gone to .m exjycDce of blood and 
ireafure more than it w as w^ortli. i hi.: had at leall iiiatle a 
cQufiderahle diveifjon incur favour, 'j liere v as a ium ot 


5895I. for expences incurred for Cioree ; 4500I. for Halifax, 
in Nova Scotia; 33(141. for Ne^vfoundl.ind. iiu; ijnportance 
of thofe places would be a iufficient juihucation tor t)je ex- 
peucf?, i'heiv hud (leen cie« 5 >«<] in Eail J« 1 wosks which 
had amounted to ('875!. and for tiic Hot.:?, and ammunition 
lent to the ilhnd the fum vnjs ^1,6331. lire late attack upon 
That ilhmd had made thefc additional cxpences neceHary. I'he 
laii article in the cliarge was for Virginia; it amounted to 
^,5531. ;md was for Iforcs furniilied at llie roquirition of tlie 
£OSv'Vnor. The wliole of the account, fox which he had to 
move the committee, amounted to the fum of 252,1041. 3s. 
icd. He hated again the nscellity that there was for the 
board of ordnance logo to heavy cxpences in theptefent con- 
Hi^ls. 'i'he fums that they weie obliged to apply to the navy 
part of the lervices^ for which they Ind to provide, Viere very 
large, and much above'what was voted by Parliament for that 
fpecihe fervicc. It generally amounrod to twice the fum 
granted for that piirpofo in the 4I. per man, per month. I'he 
utility of the hoard of ordnance was apparent. It flood upon 
foundations which could not be Ihaken, and lie lincerely 
wifhed that it were ferioully and caiuhdly inquired into by 
Parliament. He concluded w'ith moving, 

“ That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fum, not 
exceeding 25.'’,i04l, 3s. lod. ho vorc-d, in order to defray the 
expcnct* of oxtraordinaries of the oaUiance, not provided for 


by eflimate.” 

Afr. 7 ’. Mr. T. Town/Jjend animadverted with great humour on fe- 
yeral parts of the honourable baronet’s eliimate, and particu¬ 


larly on the charge that was made for buildings which were 
not to be discovered to the Houfe for fear that they fhould 
be difeowred to the enemy. The honourable baronet had 
dil^layed wonderful powers of wit, genius, and humour, in 

the 
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tlie courr*^ of bis fpopch, and had with equal gravity and in- 
gfjnuity told the committee that France, Si)yin, Idolland, and 
America, being at war with Great Britain had liolliic inten¬ 
tions towards us; that our foes, luang treacherous, \\'c:ro per¬ 
fidious enemies ; thatgiuit and ex]>enllve military operations 
cotl a great deal of nuniey ; and he*liacl coiichuleJ the whole 
of this able, ingenious, and moll witty fprocli wdtii an cpi- 
prninniatic motion for the committee to votr no lei's a fum 
than 9.5^.1041. qs. loti. for the fATmonlinavics of the ord¬ 
nance. from this iocoi'i* merlitid of treating ilu' furjeiSl, Mr. 
'l'ownH»end grew mure le; lous, and laiii, thus it was that 
Parliament was calif d on vear after year to vote large efti- 
mates, without expuinaTiim, andwitltout :ir-co\mt; the ordy 
armiment tunv tho’.iehf lueeirarv to he nfed was mereW '<1 

O I. , ^ ^ 

ih'ing orgen>’:Ml ivrnaiks, «»s appljcahh: loom; occafion as ano¬ 
ther, and whic.h p. vc tio l.ite'iacnon to gimtlemeti, norjjroved 
in anv degree wij.'i', \i-r, eitl'.er th.it ila' lums they were called 
upon to \oU’ Wen- to be anoiied to neceffarv lervice.s, or that 
anv fort ed c..r.‘ \\<is ral.en fd fo laiee a hr..ncb if the public 
r'vpemljrun* as that tmder the controul ot tiie Ijoard ot ord- 
nai'.ce. 'I'j'.e liono jiMhie harenef had come down f>r a laige 
f'lritnate feme time Imee, now he came down tor laige eictia- 
<’-rdmanes, and th.tt was not all; for the honourahie ''e;itl-'~ 
man had odd the comnvtlee that tliey were to Ji.ivc an.>'i.]a.r 
cxpence to j)rovide f<ir, tliat of the camp cllabliihnient of the 
I'unimcr. which the honoinal>!e gentb-man haddfx Lirtd would 
amount to a!>iwc r'n,ouol. Air. 'j'ownihend faul, this mode 
of doing buhnefs was mere trilling ; wdiv. hr? wilhed iokiu)w, 
had not that exprnce- been charged in the piefent extraordi- 
naiie.s, and the ^vho]e tli.it ilii- public h:i<] to pay been lu'oughc 
before the 1 toufe at once" It was evideni fioin tlie honoura¬ 
ble baronet’s h.xving mentioned the funi of 65,000!. that ha 
could give a pretty good guefs at what the amount would be ; 
he wifhed therefore to know for svhat reafon it was that tho 
charge was not put into the prefent account r With regard to 
the charge tor Gibraltar he found no fault with it on account 
of the fum ; he only wifhed to know whixhcr tlie tjuanfity 
of powder which was ordered had bcou fent, as a rumour 
bad gone ahre^ad that they had l>een fo exceedingly ilxort as to 
be fearful of nfing what was in the magazine, and alfo that 
it was of a very inferior quality. Kut lie could fcarcely com¬ 
plain of the enonnous amount erf" the extraordinaries, nor of 
the fmall fhare of fatisfa6lion afforded l^n lianient by the ho¬ 
nourable barfwiet, tis to the necdCtv and thececonomy of the 
ordnance expenditure, wdicn lie confidercd that a building, 

A a a a . tinder 
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t • under the name of a Royal Academy, was going on at an 

immenfe coft to tlve public. While fuch unneceflary and 
idle works were profecuting, to look for care and oeconomy 
in the management of untivoidable fubjc^ls of expence, would 
be as abfurd and ridiculous as it was from the falhioii of the 
tine to cxpcdl accounts 'and information, when the Houfe 
were called on to vote away large I'ums of the public money. 

Charles Sir Charles Ojch f.iid in reply, that the board of ordnance 
Cteks, had no authentic information before thv*m on the I’ubjeiSl of 
the encampments, and it would not bt-, juflifiable tor them to 
come to that Houfe with matters of mere prafumption .iiul 
probability. When the fa6ls were in due form n\ule known 
to them, tlien they fliould be warranted in lialing them re¬ 
gularly to the Houfe. He gave an account from an t ffico [>apcr 
of the quantity of powd. r that had been in the grindou of 
Gibraltar fiiicc the yeaf 1777, agreeable to tlte levcrai lepfiris 
tranfinitted bv the governor. 

'Mr, JSu ie. IMr. Burke fpnkc for forne lime in .a humourous llilc on tlio 
prefent ordnance cxtraordinaiies ; he laid the firli etiimalo 
from that board he coiihdeicd as a lulvli.intial difh. the loaii 
. beef ot the table ^ the extianrdinaries ic Av to bt voted wtre 

* the. fecond ceiiifc, rather lei's fubllantial ; ami by and by 

loierahlv exjioniive dtdeit of 65,000!. colls w'as to be brought 
before them. He had been once om^ of thofeMlI-iniormt d 
pcriiais who believed rhat the ofiice (^f ordnance was incon¬ 
venient .and ufolcfs, and might be ahohlhed witliout in jin v to 
the public tei^ ice. He w^as now, however, of a contrary 
opinion, for they flaewed iiich addieis and Ikill in prep.umg 
the defence of tVicir country that they deferved thehigiKlI 
commendations. Inquire where this defence, thch; forrs, and 
batteries are! Oh! no, by no means; that would give m- 
lormation to the enemy , they go on a more ingenious plan. 
'J'hey write up “ fpring-guns and fleel traps are let here,’’ but 
they do not point out the exact places, for then the enemy 
would not fall into them. It was impoHilde;, he faul, for 
any nuin to difrovcp whereabouts our b.atteri<-s and foitilica- 
tion.s were pUced; they were abfoliitelv invifiblc, and yet f<> 
wonderfully well dlfpofcd, that whenever an enemy attempt¬ 
ed to invade, or march thiough our territories, he would be 
certain to find himfelf ail of a hidden exjiofed to the lire ot 
our cannon, or hopped in bis progrefs by our intrcnchment.s. 
'I'lMs was a kind of enchai^tcd ifland, wherein, like that at 
Drury lane, the ground was covered with trap-doors and 
pit-falls, and he was forry to add, that, like tliofe, when the 
curhtin dropped, vyc fUould probably find the whole a kmc) 

of 
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of farce. So he fupp6fed thefe fortrefles that were built 
God knew where, would fpring up and catch the F rench, let 
tliem attempt to attack us wherever th»w chofe. Thus our 
inchanteci illand would produce new* defences at the will of 
that board of magicians, the board of ordnance j ami though 
no Engiilhmaii was to know where they were, tlie French 
would lirul them to thtir coft whenever they approached. 
He wiihed t!uit thef:- new defences might not be found, as 
jbme of our old ones had been in times of danger, to be forts 
without guns ; or die, forts mounted with plenty of guns, 
but witbeau mm enough 10 fight them. 'I'his invifible fyflem 
of theii's lias Ixcn very iucceisful. Ilut however tlicir works 
w'eic not .dl inviiible. 'I'heit ramparts and their batteries, and 
this iirength, are inviiible in e very place but in that Houfe. 
'j'here they en-ch their forireAes, and there they plant their 
artillery , and if tlieir cannon fucceed there, they aie neither 
care! Lil nor anuious lor the defence of their country in any 
other parr. If the place and the penfton hefaved the point is 
gained, 'file ho-noui able genrl>.man commented with etpial 
plcaiantry oilu i parts of tin-iircount. He noticed the tx- 
])rnditurc ot j 7,occh in building barracks, and an hofpital In 
'i'obap;o, as a Ihanu ful wafte of money •, all this money bt'ing 
laid out merely to lodge two companies of foklicrs. 'I’lie 
account was <i perfed jack-o’-lantborn. A perfon did imt 
know'' whe re: to have it. It l«.d him from place to place with 
the mc/ll inpxnious aitificc. ll w'.is intitlcd on the back 
“ Eiliin.Ues of tht onlnance tor the land tervice.” And no 
fboner do you open it, and begin to ic-.ul,but you are carried 
to fea. ^ ou w'iih to examine how, after thefuni granted by 
I’arliamcnt fur ilie 01 dinary eMpence of the fea fervice, which 
in all former periods liad be*. 11 deemed .nearly i'ufEcient, fo 
large a fum ilioulcl now Le required for tliat branch of ex- 
pencc'. Oh i you are immediately aiifwered you inufl con- 
lider the funi expended in the land fervicc. Inquire then how 
ib much fl^ould be fpent in the land fervice ; and you are in- 
flantly launched again upon the wivle ocean ; and nuift con- 
fid('r the expeiice. I'hus lays the honourable gentleman, 
breaking- out into an unintentional exfempory, 

Saeh wondrous fkill and fenfe go hand in hand, 

'['he more we read, tht>lefs we iinderfland. 

•Finding he had accidentally made a Aiilich, he afTured the 
Houfe it w'as an involuntary. “ Suppnfe then,” fays the 
honourable gentleman, thw we were to throw this curious ac¬ 
count ipto rhyme, “ Si natiira nc^tit faclet Indignatio verfum.'* 

The 



-Gti PARLIAMENTARY A. 1751, 

The honourable gentleman Caul, there were cotnplamls 
abroa<h that though it was boafleil of as ai» excellence, our 
powder was made at home, yet the Spaniards’ powder would 
reach us at Gibraltar, but ours would r\ot reach them. This 
called for inquiry. He had often known the Avord home- 
btewed ferve as an excufe for the moft execrable beverage that 
could be fet upon table; and thus, though the landlord thought 
«t enough to fay that his liquor was home-ltrcwed, the gueft. 
i'ulTerect by it, and this might poflibly be tlie cafe with our 
powder font to (Gibraltar. Another matter, Mr. Burke ob- 
ierved, deferved notice, and though it was but a rumour, yet 
that rumour w'as fo generally credited, that b.c thought the 
affair ought to be afeertained, and if it turned out to be true, 
blame, and fevere blame, fljould lie fomewhere or other. What 
he alluded to was, the report that from foine mglefl the 
garrifon of Gibralt.ir was left fo dc ftitute of powder that ad¬ 
miral Darby was obliged almohto ftrip his fleet, m order to , 
leave 2000 barrels of powder in the magazine of the garrifon. 
He^alledupon fomc one or other of the comniiff.oncrs to inform 
the Houfe what they knew in refpe^ to this fiu 5 f. It was exceed¬ 
ingly material, that negle6l, fo dangerous and hlamable fliouid 
lie inquired into. It was faid, that admiral Darby's fleet had j- 
failed without a fupply of powder to the garrifon, and that ' 
upon the requiiition of the governor, the fl'-et had remitted 
them the quantity which he had mentioned from their own 
ftores. He took notice of the Angular rcafon that was given 
for going to the cxpence t)f 20,oooI. for erefling a fort in 
Tlorida. It was a very large fum, and the confolation that 1 
the Houfe received was, that it had been the means of putting 
the enemy to the expcnce of more blood and treafurc than it 
w.as worth. We feemed only mindful of the expcnce to which 
we put the enemy. If we put the enemy in any expedition 
to a little more expence than we incurred ourfelves, it was 
i'f'ld a fufflcicnt reafon for cur wafte and extravagance. He 
compared Pc;nl’acola to an imptireof l^tid, the re- 

ptsited charges for its works being repaired and ftrengthoned,, 
and arguments ufed in juft.ification of the cxpence, on the' 
ground, that notwithftanding it coft us a great deal, yet if „ 
til!; Spaniards took it, it W’ould coft; them a gre.it deal more; 

If mnuiud him of one of thofe ladijes, who though extremedy 
coaru- and ill-favoured hcrfclf, yet having been talked into a 
reputation, by the polite world, was .firft kept by a man, tl'fl 
having iiiined him, fhc g.ave her company to a fecond of 
greater fortune, which having walled, fhe ])afred on to a 
third ; and i'o on till Ihc had ruined the whole fet, each of 
• kf 





|»er ;k^t^pers confoling himrelf with the idea that his fuc<^or, 
ia j^flefhon of her charms, would uaavoidably be reduced to 
beggary by her extravagance as vrell as hinifelf. The ho¬ 
nourable gentleman gave way to the liberal impulfe of his 
mind ; and as a lover of the arts, whida give true grandeur to 
a country, faid he would not agree with ttis honourable friend 
that the building of the Roval Academy was a matter to be 
complained of. For a great jkingdora tr> adorn its metropolis 
with magnificent buildings was, he thought, at all times 
wife and jullifiable, but that vsras not the only defence to be 
made for the ereilion of the Royal Academy. 'I’he congregat¬ 
ing and bringirjg tog* ther of a great variety of offices, had 
from various motives of convenience and difpatch, been a 
matter much defired. I'lie ruinous ftate of Somerfet Houfe, 
and the lar ge feite of ground it Hood on, added to the elegi- 
Me fituation of the fpot, all combined to prove that the fpace 
occupied by a falling .nnd dei'erted palace, would be very ufe- 
fully filled with an aff’inblago of public offices. On that ide-i 
lire old palace was purcluilcd for the public, and on the groun<l, 
on W'hich it had flood, an iinmenfe pile of building had been 
raifed. No man, who looked at the prefent Hate of the works 
going on there would think that the money had been wafted, 
or Javiflily employed; the ftnuSlure, alreadyererSlcd, anfwer- 
ing for every j>ound that bricl been voted, fo fatisfadtorily, that 
a doubt could not remain in any fpedlator’s mind as to th^T 
honefty and care of the application of the fums tliat Patlrament 
had granted fur the fcrvice. Tlic buildings were u})on an 
immenle fcale, and when completed would he of infinite 
utility. He law, therefore, no reafon to complain that a 
fplendid fiont had been eredted, and that, as you entered the 
portal of public office, you palled the feat of elegance and tafle 
on the oiit, hand, and the feat of learning and philofophy on the 
other'. Such a buildinp, did lionour to the prelent age, and it 
would render the metropolis of Great Britain famous through¬ 
out Europe. Thefe were not among the deeds of the boat d 
of works that he fhould difitpprove of, when be faw value for 
the public money; when there was fo much national gran¬ 
deur and magnificence, for fo many guineas he would ncv'ji 
complain. It was their invifible works to v.duch he objected; 
works which were never difeovered, nor dilcoverablo, t\ccpt 
in the eftimates of cxpence, which they laid upon tlur table. 

Sir Charles Cocks^ in anfwer to this, faid, that the board knew Sir c.ta,ie 

t nothing of any fuch occurrence; the chief engineer had 
tinned in his letters no want of powdeii^ which, had there been 
a deficiency, he certainly would not have omitted to do. 


Mr. 
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. Mr* Bya^'%\i^ tiife'atiiiw^"'^iji feem fatisiiS^<)tyif^'h«' 
therefore {>rellecl the honourable Baronet for foine more idRw-* 
mation on the liibjedf. 

Sir Charles and the other members of the board of ordnance, 
again anfwcred thefe ezK]uiiies, by iayinp,, that t!ie board had 
no official informatfon of the fiil afluded to; tlut they had 
only heard it individually by report. 

Sir Philip yenning-^ Gierke obll'r ving that there was a cltarge 
of a confiderabic fnin for the account of ordnance, font in 
compliance with the requifition of the governor of V'’irginia, 
defircd to know who that officer was, whether it was one Ar- 


Sir P. y, 
Cltrkt. 


nold, or who el le? 

Sir Charles Cocks replied, “ Lord Dunniore, to bo fure.” 

Sir P, J, Jennings Clerke then niked if Lord Dunmorc hajil 

Cltrkt. been governor of Virginia all the time of the war; and Hated 
a few remarks on thefubjeci of Mobile and Penfacola. 

Lord Gtorge I.ordG«K^c Germaine role to anfwer the honourable Baronet, 
Gtrutm. as it rather related to his departrnejU than to the hoard of 
Ordnance he would reply to it; Lord Dimmore, liis loidiliip 
informed the committee, had applied to him, and lliinking 
the prefent a time, when if he returned to his governmenr 
of Virginia, he might be of ule to his country, had od'ered 
his fervices to go there. I hat teiiilcr had been accepted, and 
as the noble lord hud made a roquifition of furh ordnance 
jftores as he thought would be of ufe, or would be neceflary 
in America, that requtjQtion had been com])rie(l with, and 
therefore it Hood charge<l in the accounts then under con* 
fideration. With regard to what gentlemen laid rela’ive to 
Penfacola ; that place was certainly of very great importance 
to this country, as indeed the Spaniards thought, having 
fitted out no lels than two expeditions with tlie hopes of tak¬ 
ing it, but they had happily been repulfed each time; and 
when they fhould again attack it, fuch was the Hate of its 
ftrength, and fuch the fafety arifing from the new works 
lately eredled there, that he flattered himferf the Spaniards 
would not find it fo eafy a capture as thev might imagine. 
His lordfhip fidd farther, that the commander in chief at l^en- 
facola had lately metwith a very able and ingenious engineer by 
accident, who had put the works into a Hate of thorough repair, 
and had built two new forts, one of them at the mouth of the 
river to guard the entrance, fo that he had no great aprelieii- 
fion with regard to tlie fafety of Penfacola. As he was 
upon his legs, his lordfliip laid, he would, with the leave of 
the committee, fiiy a w^rd or two relative to the affair of tha» 
powder, reported to have been left by Admiral Darby at Gib- 

raltar. 







f>iat’^^nt lie /lioiikl fay''#ai''<Snlfth® 
fa£t: was not J’ufficiently arcertaineil to enable bilm td ipcak of 
it. with certainty. His opinion was', that the ,report was 
fountlecl, and that Admiral l>arby Andlng tfjerfi jatlicr 
lets powder than other flores in the maga*/,ihe at Gibr^tar, 
had left what he could i’pare, keeping enough on hoard " his 
fleet to bring him home, and to ferve for any occaflon th^t 
might call for pov'der in the courle of his voyage. Should 
this turn out to he the cafe, he thought Admiral Darby, vyho 
was undoubtedly a very good officer, had adled in a very , pro¬ 
per rind becoming manner; v^hat he had faid, however, with 
legard to the fatfi was merely by conje< 51 ure. 

Mr. made a fliort reply, faid, what the nobjel 
lord had fuggefted relative to Penfacola, and relative to Gib-, 
ralrar, was an evident proof of the fcandalons neglcft of of¬ 
fice. i'or what had the noble lord told the committee ? He 


had told them, that Pcnfacola had been ncglefted and left to 
chance, and at laft the commander'there was obliged to em¬ 
ploy a flrange engineer, any body that ho could pick up, to 
repair the works, and pot the place in a proper ftate of, de¬ 
fence. With regard to Gibraltar, if it was true that Admi¬ 
ral Darby had been obliged to Icavo above aooo barrels of 
powder there, ought nOC an inquiry to be Inftaiitly fet on 
foot, in order to find out who it was that had been fo 
fcandaloufiy ncgleflful ? If the garfiffin wa$ worth preferv- 
ing, better care ou'jht to have been taken of it, and its fccu- 
rity not fuflered to depend on the mere aecids^nt of Admiral 
Darliy’s being able to fpare fo much of the powdffof the 
Mr. Byrg faid, tliat a f|:ory was circuJaicd, and he 
rcaliy believed it was true, that the laft tiine thatMiy Elliott 
wrote home for powder his requifition w^ for 15,060.bar¬ 
rels, and that inflead of lending him that quantity, only 
1500 were font him; this, if true, aVfo called for iu^uiry. 

Lord Gerniabi faid in reply, that he imagined the Lord 

flory juft related by the, honourable gchtlcman mull be zG,t*naia, 
iniftake, bccaufe the magazine at Gil)raltar would only con¬ 
tain 9OQO barrels, and Us the llreet hot a proper pl:..cc to 
leavJll powder in, he could not fuppofe that the lieutenant 
governor vi’ould write for 6co0 barrels more than the maga¬ 
zine would hold. With regard tp what be had faid re,lj|?!e£l.- 
ing the Admiral’s leaving tjscoo bkrrph of powder at Gibraltar, 
if it were true, it by no means fpltowcd that the hoard , of 
ordnance muft uccciTarily have Ijcen to blwnc,. beqaidc,. tlie ." 

duty of the Board was to fend out fomucli poivdef and fuch 
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ordnarte^ fibres as thegc^ermor or chief in command in «%■ ’ 
garHfon wrote for, and till they were written for it was not 
incumbent on them to fend any, hecaufe, if the rule he had 
juft flated was not observed, it would be impofKble to know 
the quantity wanted In any garriibn at a dillance from home. 
In anfwer to what the honourable genilemanhad faid, refpeft- 
ing Penfacola, he begged leave to let him right. Govern¬ 
ment had not neglefted the fafety of that important place, 
but the works not being thought fuiScientiy ftrong, the engi¬ 
neer had been taken prilbner, and the governor had not wait¬ 
ed for another engineer to be fent out by the board of ord- 
nanocj but had very prudently and wifely employed an engi¬ 
neer in one of the foreign troops, ferving there; a man of 
comperenf ikill to repair the works, and put the place into a 
proper ftatc of defence; this furely was rather laudable in the 
Dthcer. than a fair obje« of cenfure, 

Mr, Byng added a few more words on the fame ground 
with his former argumtmt, and faid, a moment’s reneftion 
would fliew the committee the egregious abfurdlty of the ho»* 
nourabie Baronet’s declaration, that the office had no infor- 
matiop in regard to the camps the enfuing fommer. The 
commander in chief of the army, whofc information furely 
was to be depended updri, fat at the l>oard of ordnance as 
lieutenant general of the ordnance; aiid yr^t it was faid that 
the hqircl had no information. 




Mr. Xen‘ Mr, Kendrick wajs of opinion, from thefe two circumftan- 
CCS, that there could, have, been no want of powdes in Crib- 
raltar^ firli the depot had not been opened till January laft, 
when'thp ftrft illue qf powder was made froni it; nor ijfas 
there any great quantity of the iopo barrels then ilTucd^con- 
fumed.; for the enemy did not begin io fire upon the town 
till the 12th of April, a Iiltle iiefore the arrival of our fleet; 
the other circpmftancc wasi, that when Admiral Rodney car¬ 
ried fuppl^s to the fortrefs, the governor purchafed of the 
Spaniffi prize powder 7 ch l>arrel8; tneTcmainder was brought 
over to England, and bid here ♦ it was fair from this to con- 
> elude that if all the ftores and depots were not filled at that 

time, the ‘governo|r would have l>ought up the whole m the 
Spanifh powder, 

Sjr Ck^, • s 15 **' Char/fs Frfdmek abb fpokc, and after fame farther con- 
vcifation; the motion was put, and carried without a dirifion. 
An rmmaicrial debate .then took place, on a motion of Sir * 
Hetbcit Mackworth’s, for granting t20oL to Dr. Smith for 

attending 



.!»ttending t!ic gaols. A divifioti' took plice; Ayos 66. 
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A refolution was pafl'ed, that 363000!. be granted fOr car- 
rying on the building of Somerlet-Hottfe, 

The Houle next refolved itfelf into a committee (Mr. 
Bootle in the chair) when Sir Thomas Egerton rofe, and 
a fhort fpeech, in which be ftated, that putting the Britifli 
linens on the fame footing with the Irifii, would injure the 
cotton manufai 5 lory, faid he fliould move for leave to bring 
in a bill to give the fame bounties to cottons that was in¬ 
tended to be given to linens, daring the continuance of the 
Irifli ftatutc, which granted bounties to the Irilh linens; but 
he would llrft call a witnefs to Ihew the importance of the 
cotton manufadlure, and to prove the great duties it paid to 


government. 

Sir Harry Houghton fupported Sir Thomas Egerton’s argu- sir tjAr*^ 
menfs, and laid, he would fecond his motion. l 1 ougkt<ml. 

Lord North made a lliort fpcech, in which he faid, that his Lord 
wiili was to avoid giving any bounties, which he imagined 
would be more agreeable to the Hoafe. He remarked, that 
from what the honourable Baronet, member for Lancadiire, 
had ftated, it was admitted cottons ftood in no netd of boun¬ 
ty, and that the application was merely with a view to put 
cottons on as good a footing as linens would be put on, if the 
bill, then in its progreb through the Houle, jfbould pafs; fo 
that in fa^, by the Irilh legilUcurc^s pafHng a law to give a 
bounty on the exportation of their own linens, this country 
bad been faddled with two bounties, neither of whirrh would 
have been applied for had not Ireland taken the lead. His 
lordlhip faid farther, that under the ciroumftances of the cafe, 
he could not refufe the application, but he recommended it 
to the gentlemen to make tlie bill to continue in force for a 
limited time only, that was, till the Irifh a£i was repealed, 

Mr. Demf>ft<r folemftly declared, he' did not in the leaft i),*.. 
grudge Ireland her late emancipation in point of cominerce;?er. ^ 
and nianufacfure; on the contrary, he willied that country 
to derive every poifible advantage 'from it, and hoped to fee 
her folSh grow rich and flouriftiing. If he thought that ob¬ 
taining the bill, he had brought in, would give umbrage to 
Ireland, or break that union and regard, whicli he hoped ever 

•Bbb2 to 






♦ This was carried through the Houfe with difficulty, but being 
oppofed in the Upper Hdufe by the Lord Chancellor was thrown 
out. 

• 
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to, fee fokift ytweeii tho twp countries,' he would pufti it of- ■ 
faft^herV but the propolition was fo reafonablc that he 
not imagine it Would bo attended with' any fucb conlequences. 
Ut.Suahy, ihid a'few words in fupprort of Sir I'boma^ 

Egertoh'^s propolkion. 

At length Mr; i^ecle' was called to tlie har and examined. 
He ftated hirnfeh' to be a confitlerabfe manufa^iurer> roliding 
at 3 ttty> Mancheftcr. He faid, the Houle of which he 
was a menuK r, empUjyeti' fix thoufimd hands in his bufincls, 
that in the courfe of a year they print and liairp 6o,00® yards 
of Imen and cotton, 40,000 of which iheir own people ma- 
nufafVore. Tliat the amount of tiie duly paid by them to 
government was i8,6ool. a year, and the cotton ufed by tliein 
IS im’potted from Britilh Wefi-lndia ifinnds, and the yarn 
brought over as foon as fpun from irclund, He flated alfo 
various other particulars relative to the cotton manufadure, 

’ /- and faid that it muft be materially afi-'’.ctcd liy the propoliid 
btJunty on Briliflilinens, ftamped and exported; and without 
an adequate doty tumi: be injured and ptefied down in tlK 
foreign markets. 

9 >\\ rhmai Sir fbomoi E^irwt, as .foon as the rvitncls was withdrawn, 
Igi'h-n* faid the tefeimemy he had given would I'.'ivu fuffieiqntly to 
convince the committee of the impKutance of the fubjecf, he 
/houid therefore take up no more of their time, but fliould 


moyc. 

That it is the opinion of rliis committee, that leave he 
given to i»ring in a bill to a!lf>w a bounty on all cottons ex¬ 
ported for a time to he limitted.” 

The motioti' w^'as agreed to. 

Afeytl. 

Mr. Ciliert. Mr. Gilbert. ttioved for’ a bill for the better relief an<! em¬ 
ployment of the poor; He faid it was a liibjo<St the moil dif¬ 
ficult, and at the fame time the moft interefting and im¬ 
portant to the future welfare and profptrity of this country, 
that could he brought before Parliament; that ho felt the 
weight it, and .was ccmfoious,|tow unequal he was to the 
talk he had undertalicn; but, knowing that Induliry and ap¬ 
plication, with perfeveraiKe, wprdrl, in feme degree,^ fup}tiy 
the'Wajjt 'Of abilities, apd relying on the candor, good-will, 
andafih^fionof the Idoufo,. toauandert:iking which fo nearly 
concerned every individual iriemiser and his conflituenis, he 
' wcfuld ptdume to feat^ this matter in the light it apjieared to 
Kim upon the moft mature confidcration. 

That, before the 43d of Elizabetbi, the poor Were, chiefly 
maintained by die religious houfes, and the bounty and genc- 
rofityof well-difpoledperfons. 

‘ Tliat 



' by t!le 43CI of EH 7 ,abeW,',!'|»!^vtf<*ite for' 

tWr maintenance and employment. ' ' m '■ 

That it Vv^as a humamc and politic law, jwrjhed with gr^Tit 
accuracy and ahiiity, but he apprehend^ that if the corn- 
pilers of it had fordeen what has fincfi been grafted np^n it, 
and hao palled in conll\j[uence of it, that law would r:evesriiai¥e 
palled. ' • 

I'hai the fubfequent Hatutes, concerning fottlements, re¬ 
movals, cortificaies, and baflard children, have perplexed, 
confounded, and defeated the heft part of it. 

'T hat idleness and profligacy liad fnpplanted labour and itt- 
dnfiiy, which were the great objodls of that adf, and that inert 
of vicious difpofitions, lather than labour to maintain their 
wives and children, inort unn.aturaily forfako thorn, and go 
into remote paits of the country, Ibnietirnes working, hut 
more iVccpiently piifcring and plundeiing for tlieir own tuh- 
lillence, leaving their famdies, as they term it, a legacy to 
the pariih, confidering them as intaiied upon the landed pro¬ 
perty of the kingdom. 

llience, he laid, arofe the difrefes to their poor families; 
the parifh officers treat them with cruelty, ratio tiifputes about 
their fettleinents, aiid drive them from place to place, by which 
they are expoCed to many hardihips and diftrCffes. 

That thel'e burdens and dilliefies have been long felt, and 
have occafioned, within the in if century, many eftbrts to be 
lelieved from them, but hitherto without fuccefs. 

That the lafi atrernpt, which was made, was lixteen years 
ago, by a bill to divide every county into convenient diftri^ls, 
and to elfablilh hoiiies of indullry. 

'I'he bill in which he took a j,tkrt with manly other genrle- 
mr:n, made its way through that Houfe With geneial appro¬ 
bation, but was verv unfortunately loft in the Houfe of jLords. 
That many circnml^ances had fmee happened to fet that obied 
in a different view. The fcarcity of money and the inciealb 
of taxes would render the expences of bailding and providin'’- 
luch htnifes as were then intended, infupportable, if, upon fuS 
confutcration, that flioold be tliought the bell plan to be 
adopted. Under thefe circutnlfauccs lie had turned his 
thoughts to attain. the end fought for by that bill upon a 
more orconomicnl plan. And. inftead ol’ ere<£fing- large and ex- 
penfive. buildings for the reception of all Ibrts and deicriptions 
of poor people, he wWhed only tq coniine it to the aged, in- 
firin, and impotent poor* who’ w^e unable by their hOjour to 
maintain themfeives. 







Iii.tbe 'prefem hw as may'b6,r %^ 
l^riiHeo to a 3 p|it the plan fugajelted by the Star. 9. Geo. f.^io 
fat as it authorises feveral pari Ihes and places to unite in the ex- 


peaice of building or hiring houfes, and appointing a governor 
for the better maintaining and employing tlieir poor. But not 
lhat'partof it which direfis tliat they Uiall contratl for their 
maintenance and theit labour, as that power, when it has 
been cxercifed, has been in many inftances miich abured. 

That many parillies have departed from the pra^Vice of 
fiirming out their poor by contrail;, and have united for the 
purpofl. of maintaining and employing them at a common ex¬ 
pence, under the direction of a governor, according to rules 
and agreements eftaUlilhed among themfelvcK, but liaving no 
legal authority to enforce tliem, they find mneh difficulty in 
proceeding, ahat he had prepared a bill on the plan of that of 
titat. 9. Geo. 1 . and had introduced t’uch provifions and re¬ 
gulations as he thought moll likely to alford relief to the 
poor, and prevent all extravagant and unnsceflary expences. 

That to prevent the charge of new buildings, there would 
be opportunity, within the circle of a few pariflirs, which 
might think fit to unite, of taking Tome old manfion, or a 
few I'mall houfes or buildings, to be fitted up for the purpofc 
at a moderate expence, if the objefts are confined to the 


dais he had mentioned. 


The fecond clafs, he propofed was to confift of infant 
children, and deferved particular attention. He had, in 
this bill* made no provifion for them within the houfes, but 
had direeled that they fltould be placed out with reputaldc 
people, and taken proper care of, under the iiifpedlion of the 
Vifitor, till they fhould be of age to be put to fcrvice or ap¬ 
prentice, and then placed out in that manner according to the 
prefent laws. As overfeers of the poor, who were frequent- 
'ly chofen by rotation, and were fometimes very ignorant and 
improper perfons for the oJffice, he had introduced a claufe 
in the bill, au horifing the inhabitants to choofe a perfoa 
of credit and ability, w'ho fiiould be called a Guardian, 
and allowed a falary. If fuch a one was defied, be 
was to have the care of the poOr in every rcf’pt’fl; but 
the chu’chwardens and overfeers were to make the rates, 
collefl the money, and pay it by order from the Guar¬ 
dian. 

That the next clafs refpcfled the idlfc and diforderly, who 
■were the moft expenfivc, jvtd occafioned the greaicfi: diffi¬ 
culty. Thofe perfons were improper to be placed in a houfc 
with the otiiers, a praSicc which, in hi? opinion, had been 

a fatal 




a.fital error In many of thofc eftablifliments.'" 
of correftiori was the proper htuation for tliesi'; an4 in, the 
bill prepared thpy were to be fent thither,- to be kept, to 
hard labour. • 


The bill was fblcly confined to the relief and emplt^- 
ment of the poor. 

That the houfes of corre£lion, to which offenders werei 
by many adiis of Parliament to be fent, and there conhhedl 
to hard labour, by way of punifhment and reformation, 
were in fuch a wretched ftatc, that it was a mere mockery 
to fend them thither, as there were, in few of theni^ ac¬ 
commodations or apartments fuited to the purpofe. ,As an 
inftance of the difregard of the Jaws in that refpe^j:, he took 
nooce of the returns made to the Houfe of Commons fome 


years fince, upon an inquiry into the ftate ofthofe houfes; 
by which if appeared, that in forty-fix Engblh and Welch 
counties, which had made returns, there were 2731 perfons 
committed to the houfes of corre£lion in one year for hard 
labour; and that all the money earned hy their labour 
amounted only to 126!. That it would be in to effa- 
blifti any alteration or reformation refpeiSiinjsj the “poor with¬ 
out regulating the houfes of correiiion. That it would be 
proper to have a bill paffed for that purpofe, and alfo for en¬ 
forcing the vagrant laws of the lyth of George II, and that 
thefe were provifions of very great importance much wanted ; 
he tberef.»re hoped the noble Lord, and every other member 
of that Huufe, would give his heft fiipport and afliftance in 
it. 
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Sir Gfocgff thought the -ftatut-s already in being wereSlr c. 
quire fuffii .eat; a fufficicnt number of perfons have already 
the power in their hiUids ; and if they negler^ed it, be feared 
that to add to the number would prove rather detrimental 
that! othw'.vife. On the whole he hoped the honourable 
gentleman would withdraw his motion, ^hd bring it on, if 
it muft be maturely confidered, next feiHon. 

Mr. Gilbert faid, he had no defire that the bill fhould he OUiertt 
gone through this feffi’^n, but he wifhed to have if printed, 
that the Houfe might form their minds upon it pievioua to 
their ncxi meeting, 

Agreed that the bill fli T.uld be brought in. 

May 11%, 

^ General Smith moved, that the report of the committeec^n. 
on the petition from the governor*and council of Bengal 
fhould 'b? read j whic^ having been done, the general reca¬ 
pitulated 



t?|*y p;r<i^ccs;o|-lndia> together with the natives of ihar, 
itry, fujflcrf ti having been fuhje«3:ccl to the jurifuiitllon of 
an Eng}ij(ht tribunal,^ and Enptifli laws: he reprefented 
the itlfj^blifhroent of that tribunal, and the government by 
Ehgtii^ law?, as completely inccmftftcnt with the cuftoms, 
and religious principles of the Indians; and hence 
copcjydcd, that it would be proper perhaps totally to abolifh 
tl^tCupieme court in itvdia. However, he did not mean at 
jprefent to go fo far } he intended only lo intr.»dure fuch le- 
gvlations as (bould make the court of ju^lirature Icfs <Hlious, 
jefs oppreflilve to the Indiaius: tht;y wcie daily, harrafled by 
its iurmnonfesj and the whole country were enemies tf> its 
Jurildidlion. Nay, the judges had carried (heir authoriry fo 
far, even over the company itf-it, as to authurife the Aile qf 
lands belonging to the company ; thus taking on tbL-infelvcs 
fo determine upon the right to the tenitorial acquifitions *, a 
tjueftion upon which Parliament itfeif had never yet thought 
proper to give ?n opinion ; the confequcnce of their ordt-r- 
ang thofe li^d? to be fold, waa, that the governor and coun-* 
cil h^d bfitrii obliged to have recourfc to arms to prevent the 

The confequcnces of this conteff were too well known to 
require defcription. 'Phe country was in difordcr. All law 


and regulation was at an end, and there appeared n moft dan¬ 
gerous and cxfenftve feene of anarchy and confunun, which 
iurdbly called for the immediate intervention of Parliament, 
by which peape and order might be refrored as foon as poflible, 
Kis objciSf, fpr the prefent, was to frame a bilij and he mrived 
for leave to bring one in to that effedf, “ to explain and amend 
fo much of an a 0 , pafied in the 13th year ot his prefent Ma- 
jefty’s reign, for the better regulation of the inda Corripany, 
as related to the adminiftration of juftice in Bengal j and alio 
to indemnify the governor and council of Bengal, for having 
refiflcd, by force of arms, the execution of an order of the 
fupreme court of judicature in tblUkfrtgdom.*’ 

» $ir Suttois fa id, he dldi not mean to opppfe the 

motion ; hut he could not relift the inclinan\'U that urged 
him 10 m^ke. tome obfervattons on what had fallen fium the 


houtmrahle gentlejman. In thelirA place, the juriiclidijan of 
the court never was extendj^d^ aiid it never was in the inren- 
rion of the legift^tture or,of the judges to exteivd it over the 
native Indians or feudatory princes of the country in general, 
'i'he acl of Parliament had clogrly determined the limits of 

the 


by ecMdi^Atiig ^c 

Cfi^l'Brtt4*ii, and fuch li^dians as live4 Im 

in tbeir (crvtcej but tba a^thiyHtir jqf tJw 
courts was by no mrans taken away $ ti ftin aaftfa* 


courts was by no means taken away $ ft ftin aaftfa* 
tiou)e4 by the EngtlCb judges $ and a clear proof of 
that no per£bn whacroever, except B^itijSi fubje£bt» tiMi ibf 
Indians fhtt lived with them, were obli^ to coixiiA<»oetuvy 
fuit m the Englilh court: it was indeed open to all i blit 
no one was compeliedt except as above excepted^ to beeoioe 
a plaintiff in it} and the only thing the natives fjixmtd to 
complain of was, that thofe againfl whoin fults were infH<« 
luted were forced to become uefendaats: noi did the jiitdg* 
es make the laws of England the invariable rule of their oon**^ 
dudi; they attended to thccu^Nmis and ufages of thecoi!ia<> 
try; and decided according to them when it was necef* 
fary. 

Ml, Dimpfler was favourable to the bill moved for^ bu*Mr.nif*{|i/»w 
be could pot hear the Judges menBoned, without giving them 
the tribute of applaufe to which he thought they were jnftly 
inurled. It was obfervabte, he faid* that in all the petitiona 
that had been prefented againft them, there was not even the 
fhadow of a charge of corruption or yecculation tp be found ; 
in all parts of their judicial capacity their purity Hc^cOnfefTed 
^tom the filence of their accufers. Who feemed not want 
inclination to mention every head of accufatton that could be 
brought. He wtfhed not to eftablifh the Englifh laws over 
the Indians; but he wiihed that all the appeals that lay from 
the Indian courts to the governor and council might, in fu* 
tare, be determinable by the judj|^» bccaufb Hc was con* 
vtneed, that making the Taws of England and the ctrftoms 

_ r .. ... ^ r _♦ Jj.- 


vtneed, that making the Taws'of England and tbecuftoms 
of the country their guides, as occaiWHi and the ipiltipe taf 
the cafe might require; their decifions would be foundful in 
juiiice, equity, and the ftriiSiell intTgrity* 

I'he queftion Was then put % and mave was given p> bring 
in the bill. 

Lord North then moyed, IbUt tht order of tbe dav, for the Ld. Ntrtt, 
Iloufe to refolve itfblf idipa s oommitme of the whole Houfe, 
to confider the affairs of India, mig^t bd^read, 

1 his mption being put and cari^, his lordfblp moved 
that all the papers relative to the pmcefdtngs of the General 
court, «n refpeft to the renewal of the chatter, then op *b« 
table, be referred to the amiaderatbp of the comtninee, and 
' that the Speaker leave the chair. • 


Vo;.. III. 
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"jiiptcte, and that voluntary p:opprition& Ihould have 
coijid'^^qjjhcnafciv^^ offering terms for the ,benefit of the ex- 
^^fiW'trade, and ofthtt* territorial acquifitiohs. H^d this been 
ti^idafe^PaltliaiTjent wuld have b^n able to adjuff ibit bargain 
iiii^dut rriOch trouble. , , 

He "Was forry to fay the bufinefs came before the corornittee 
In a very different (hape, no petitions having been fent from 
the company, wn; any agreetftent made j it was true a ,ne- 
had taken place between hip) and the chairman, 
dcpnry-chairmati j but the propoftflons were not fuch 
a$ tfvfc pumic might expei^ or the Pailiament accede to. 
As they were on the tab)e> he would not trouble the Houfc 
with.a detail of them at large. , As an individual he was rea¬ 
dy to agree to fomc of themj to others he could not, and be 
vt'huld’explain to the committee his reafons. The chairman, 
and deputy chairman in their converfdtions with him minuted 
down his fentiments, in order to ftate them to the general 
churt, and it appeared that they h^d come to cettain prn- 
ptditlons, which wzn to-.go to a ^lIot next day ; but as he 
faw among them one which he could not accede to, and 
which in his opinion,ought not to be adnntt'-d by the legiH.i- 
tore^ he thought‘it right, previous to the ballot’s being held, 
to Ajbmit his reafbns to the committee againff that propofi- 
tioii, and to wove A refblution upon it, which (if th« com¬ 
mittee agree .wijj^biip;!^ propriety),would at pnee con¬ 
vince the jifompany, what, the puW,tc opinion yraa upon a 
point' in which their iAterefi wai,Very deeply involved. The 
fffftlmaifcWadjulbtiJ % bii» the.pact,of the public was, 

to agreem grant a renewal of 'ifhc comgaiiy^s charter, with¬ 
out paying any fine; he agre^; to this, becaufc, under the 
prefent tifdumftances of the cotn|rany,. he .thought the pub¬ 
lic ought to renew it, without* 8^*^“*^ deal of, mo¬ 
ney aji the pureThe Whiph the company 

me^C' among others ^ pf which he wholly 

flifapi^royed, was thC’/fell^bg I 

‘ ,all the JEsiftrihdia; ‘Company’s pr.^’Cept chartcr- 

rigbtf, and privilfi^ss maff beif’^feryjed to tfieni entire, fo 
farW% pbofififsiit the? lights hf the .Crpwn j that the 
Rtdufivietifadifelbe piroib term dfj. ten years, to be 

reckoned ffour the iff rfay of March, I'fSl i befidcs the .brcc 
year? nc^hee <o he given accorditie io jthe a^ of the 17 th of 
George I|. and |bat in order to the utmoff of (heir power to 

alleviatp 
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jud, it had h^n much his with that an agto; 
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charter Ifeould have beeit 






fiie corri|3iany“*i'‘'a|«Mir th'l 

, burjti^ien, th^ directors areCift'pdwfef 

Majefty's.Kxcbeqticr any fum Alit eiccee4ii1^'^ i& 
condition of receiving in return, lulls 
chequer, which in caic of any unexpSidled exl^ 


part of the company, the commifltouers of the cufto^ idf'd 
expife fhotikl leceivc as cafh, for payrrient of the t:©h&p+n^ \ 
accruing duties, Tucb bills not to bear interefl, or 
brought to market like other - fv’^ 

Tliis propofition was liable to various ol>je£lmns, t)Kfe'His " 
principal one was this; it virtually put ah end to the clafm 
of the public to the company’s territorial ^flHEon$,yby'’^- 
fuming that no money was due to the public from t]^*“tSDis- 
pany, and by oftering to lend tbe public upon Exchequer bifis 
that very 6oo,oool. which he had alw'ays been bf opihfthi the 
public had an indifputable rij^t to, on the authority of two 
refolutlotis come to by the Houfeof Commons on the 23d of 
April, 1773. In thefe refolutions it was ©Kprefsiy declared to 
be the feiiie of the Houfe, that tlie public had ar^ht tdfhree- 
fouiths of the fur plus of the profits of the Company, after 
the Company had divided 8 per cent, on their-capital.ftock. 
With regard to the fi^rritorial acqtiifitions, his loftlihip faid 
that he had not the fmalleft doubt, and ii^Sie'd men more 
converfant with law than he, were clearly of opinion,' that 
the public had a right to all territorial acquifiliOns made by 
private fuhjedts; how far it might proper to let thfe reve¬ 
nue of iheie territorial acquifitions remain in the receipt of 
the company was quite another queftion. He undoubt^ly 
thought it would be wife to leave the revenue in their hdnds 
as long as they held the cxcluftve trade, b^caUle the one was 
connected and blended with the other, but as to foregoing the 
claim of the public that lie never would. In wording the 
propofition which he had juft read, he obfclriired the 'company 
ufed the ternsis “ As far as confiftent with the. rights of the 
Crown,” and had left out the words “ add-legiflatute.” To 
this he had no manper of objedion, becaufe undoubtedly the 
rights of the Croylrj^ the rij^ts of the people, the' 

Crown in that tner^y the ^ecutive branch 

of government. That part of tUip propoliticai for which 
the company ofteted to leftd ;tlje public 6oo,oool, was a 
tender which it was t6 aqOept for Varions rca- 

fons. Although the companj, as individuais, haf^^igfe^ to 
lend money'u.pon thefe c^diihopj thS ofe cOalAhiot be ac¬ 
cepted ; for befides that the olforto tend the mdheyi implied 
a dehhft of the right the public to filaim terms of it 
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inmm ,!^ch'm'p^:‘k p( tiik pamtfr of the 'jHahUc# 
th4'>^’'iSw^t^'W|e'irtev«!i; 'iib grestt, .and' l^a^i they no daw^,<, 
vrtial^i^p^«^’|bEt ^ik '^mpahy'to 'receive the loan* The 090-', 
ditiffli Ihouid on payment of Ikoo^Ctocd. 

received in return btlU on the Exche¬ 
quer, the conwnilBoners of the excUe and cuftoms 

vef«,to rhoeive as. ca0i whenever the company was dillrellcd. 
Thfei vt/ouUT he putting; his IVfajefty^s Exchequer into the 
powet of th.** £df-India company. Exchequer bills never 
wcrei^ the nature ftated to be granted to the company in 
this p^ropoiition, but always were drawn for a time certain, 
geiseciilly a year, under tlie idea that before they came due,, 
roHiaidatitit vrotild lit and provide for the payment againft the 
day. If hich Wile as the con^^anv requefled in their propp- 
Htton ivere i^ued, vizi. bills payable on demand, and wluch 
might be fant in when the company thought proper, it would 
be in their power to epibarrafs the public treafury greatly, 
for although «i the coplideration of fo large an exjienditure 
as (utdbftuiiatdy fur this country), our yearly expences pre- 
fently amounted to, 6oo,oool. was but a fmall Aim ; yet as 
the compiaBiy would have it in their power to pay tliem in 
when they chofui, it fo happen that they might all be 

paid at the ^Ik^-houfe and Exctie-o|Bce in one week, and 
by Saturday they would naturally find their way to the Ex- 
chequ^; The confequence of mis would be, that 6oo,oool., 
coming u|^ the Exchequer all at once, it might happen juA 
at the. time when money was wanted to pay his Majefiy’s fi^ts 
and armies 4. and thus tho public lervioe would be Aopped 
as well as the public creditor injured. JFor this reafon his 
lordfiitp decla^ Jbe never wonjd accede to the Kopoi^pn, 
even hs^ itjOc^eforvi^ dilAs^iit circum;l^nces, and 

had tb^ had no claim tlm companir. A claim 
they mtdmdi^ediy^hadv add in ordS to affiA. »t» w meant to 
move ft'as a reAwNtipn? BuA |^#ein«i4 faid, 0 jWhy aflert 
the claim now; the company^f ai^rs tdiroad are In great un- ^ 
certaiqtiLgmt eoufufion, t^ir cafit |s. 1^,, jlheit debts larger 
many-'lnlla he'draum wort th&^v^wttOt do it in the 
hour ofi|d*eir.d%l^# i"' 'l^jiniWer-tp muft onceibr all 

declare, Ipdla-.^company 

and ....The. 

wdfitre atlsd. . the' '/lim;the ptt^&vatkm^ 


It, 


’■Shc^d-.w’ 

r 1,1:. t'.'-i' 



and- ’ 


want 






ufe^ Yatili— cti':’-~'~ '^t 

beffigei 4:0 be t^nderftood is allb^ng/^'to' a . 

only,) in that caf?r the Houfe ought to vbtebrt^bev^^i^Ptb 
the uec^fl^ty o( the company, let becell^tj^ 
might. He Ihould hold it as his duty/fo long as 
fourcfts of this country were ludi as would by any hiiean?,^.,. 
alFord it, whenever the India company wfere really .in diilrefs,!,, 
to move that it be immediately ailifted, let the lum wante4„, 
be one hundred thoufand pounds, five hundrexl tlipufand, ,,a. . 
million, or whatever it would; But feeling as he did with 
regard to the mutual intereft of the company and the ptiblic, . 
he was neverthelefs convinced that this was the proper 
to make an agreement with the company for the xeoewal of 
their charter, and to eflablifli the claim of the public f<)r.tho 
600,©ool. by infilling on the paymant of that furri, and that 
for thefe reafons ; the claim had been fufj^ended fOr two years 
in conrequftttce of the fijort bills, he was afraid tliat by keep* 
ing it back much longer it might he fuccefsfuny, difpidted.. 
The money had been now due to the public ever fince the 
year 1778, and it was very clear which way they incijined. Xl*e 
common intofieft of the public and the company rervderled it 
highly neceflary that the company fhoitld hold over po longer 
by yearly hills, but that ^eir affairs fhould be put upon a 
liable footing by an agreement for a Ichjgtb of time. Such an 
agreement was much wanted, and would have m great and 
good eftl-<Sl on their affairs in India, in the profperlty of which, 
as he had before flated, the public were matefially intereft^ 
rand therefore, whether the company Were wilfmg or not, it 
behoved the public to take care of themfelves ; and ftnee 
two years had cbpfed without the coftipany*s petitidriiing that 
Houfe for a renewal of their charter, it became tHje duty of 
government to interfere on behalf of the public, arid to have 
the matter fettled. The claim ^ 66o;OQol. wa$ A fair one, 
and the public had a right to tWmemey. Bdidesv the very 
arguments advanced agaihil it tcld, in his’mind the other 
way; for they were, idle th<mey opgh^ to lay in tlie 
corapany*s tieafury <if anfwering the bills 

that were expeifted from Ihdlii; and m ofi^r that they, mijgl^ 
be able to divide 8 per cent- when thdf' Profits might , 
otherwife enable them to do fo ; neither Of thelb mdtt'er^ his, 
lordfhip faid, were, fair cd>je€l:S%r thd applicas:ic^^ 

ney, for it wa# that ,' 

pearly ,ru:med'the saJ'Tf 7^ 

againft the-wIE-'of tiie com^Ji aha. 4 dtwh:hli^^|g''^fjiW,' 
petition that a 
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loan from the piiblic to dke company, aritl iVtittihl'Ilftf 
eompany.!^ al^its unoer certain regulations and reftrii^i^s, 
in <;oi3ie<5;uei]|.cW!.of which their credit had been feilored, ana 
their s^irt had taken a moft prorperous and flourifliingturn. 
With regard, to future dividends they were totally Out of the 
flueilion j the public’s claim having arifen in confequence of 
the dividends of B per cent, already made, every year hiice 
the oompany^s boncl'-deht had been reduced to one million 
five hundred thoufand jMaunds. Mor was his lordlhlp willing 
to admit that either,df thefe were the fit objedts fur tlnd: 
Houfe ever to take up as grounds to proceed upon, and vote 
af^ance to the company, rtfter arguingthc claim ofthe pub¬ 
lic very ftrenuoufly on a great variety of grounds, his lordlhip 
moved* that the two refolutions come to by the Honfe of 
Commons on tlie 23d o,jr April, 1773, might be read, as like- 
wiie the titles of the a£i: of 1774, and or the two yearly a 61 s 
of 1779 and 1780; which having been done, he moved a rc~ 
fohition to the following purport, 

“ That it is the opinion of tliis committee, that three- 
fourths of the furplus of the net profits of the Eaft-Inclia 
company, ever fmee the. company’s bond-debt was reduced 
td one million five hundred thoulafid pounds, and the com¬ 
pany’s dividends have been 8 prr centum per annnnjy belong to 
the public, and that fix hundred thoiifand pounds in lieu 
thereof, and in difebavge of all claims on tlio p;ut i t* the pub¬ 
lic, be paid into his Majelly’s Exchequer by infiallments,. in 
fuch manner* and at I'uch times, as fhall be agreed on.” 

. Mr, Hu,]cy rofe to oppoff' this motion. Me reprobated the 
idea of taking 600,600]. of the company under it,s prefent cir- 
curnfiances, and afligned a vanuty of reafons for preferring 
the loan tendered by the company. He produced and l ead to 
tlie committee, amotion that he had made at the India houfe, 
in the lafi court, which v/a^ fomewbat firailar to that oh- 
ledted to by the noble lord, but which the court had not 
thought it right to adopt. He. afterwards produced a paper 
full of arithmetical calculations which he read to the Houfe, 
Anted to corre^ computdtions of the amount of the 
comj^any’s exports and imjiorts, the expenccs of rhtir trade 
at home, at,id the balance of profit ot eacli vt:u, fot many 
years pafi, .difiinguifliing the comrhercial frorh the territorial 
eiq^ces, and incomes. From thefe computations and fiiite- 
mfeiffes, .,Mr^-|iofiey rfiiewe 4 tbs^ the commercial and territo¬ 
rial re venuesj* of, the company had, upon an ave-i 

rage of fixteen years fiuccefiively, coiifiitut^d together a fum 
ei^oiyaieut to a pmportibn of iixfeen per cent, Tliat nine 

per 




jiercent. of this had arifen ftom the 

craing to the company, and therefore that there' liad litseini' 
8 per cent, divide npoix that parfof the profits, to Whitli 
the public had any claim or pretenfion. Mr." HufE^ ■©bp- 
tended farther, that the eilima’e of the? expencos to- be dO- 
dixdiled from the comjnercial profits, ought to be formed from 
wliat they had been before the acquifition of territory, and 
not afterwards ; wldch would make a diifcrence in the fund 


of the coiupany of upwards of 5,000,000!. within fixteeii 
ye.\rs. 'J hey ought not to be taken at any period fince that 
tin»e; becaufe the ncceflion of tlie territorial podenions 


brought with them additional cxpcnces, which not being ne- 
cefTary to the trade alone ought to be deduced from the pro¬ 
fits. n»" entirely reprobated the opinion which had been ex- 
preiled by Lord Noitli, that the company intended to difpiite 
the right of the public to the 6oo,oool. in epteftion. With 
regard to what the noble lord had faid, refpefting the Exche¬ 
quer bills. It was all ad captandum \ the noble lord \vcll knew 
that the directors of the Eafl-lndia company would never 
i’ufibr tin: Exchequer bills to be paid in witliout giving go- 
venunent timely notice. As to the right of the public, per¬ 
haps it was belter not to urge it at prefent, as it h.id beui 
thoiiglit better not to urge it hitherto. Mr. Hultey faid, liis 
opinion was well known to be this : tliat tlie comp.my llionld 


always nuke it a nde to give as ample and full relief to the 
public buirhens as tlieir fituulion would alUnv; and if they 
did this, Ik; ilm' no reafon why the noble lord Ihouki expect 
more. He ought not, by the ftrong hand of j[unver, force 
from them what they did not themlelv^te think they could, 
under their prefent circumftances, fpale or afiord, and vs hat 
at t!ie fame time they might think they had no right to pay. 
He all'o laid, that the public had received a very large filiaie 
of the company’s profits, equal to 4!. los. per centum on their 
capital, w'hile the flock-holders fcarcely had received qs. fid. 



per centum upon it. 

The Secretary at TV($r fupported the motion, and faid, he The 
was convinced of the i^vopt'te.ty of the committee coming xotary atti'mr* 
iiich a refolution, previous; to the general court jn'oceeding 
to ballot for a prop^fitiojci, which op'the very face of it not 
only denied the claim of the public, but in the very w-'drds 
of it tendered, a loan of the,'money upon terms wli^h» 
the noble lord had cteariy and yory prqi>erly explain^th the 
copimittee, could not be acceded. ^ 'That offer undt^htcdly 
implied an opinion on the jmrt of the compaor^af the mo¬ 
ney w^as their own, and did hot belong of right’dxe public ; 
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.titey-'iwis^-f 
w the (jrtliyipatw ar»4 forewent their clains a|to- 
jgetiier, %ic© they wo« 4 i 3 w out for the future from ever 
it. ' ^r. $ecret«jT turned to the wording of the adk 
a«|d of the* yearly hill whkh exprd'sly ftated, that 
the f^hiic only fufpewded their ektms as to the territorial ac- 
ouifitions, and the revenue refulting therefrom for a time, 

. ^iohing it wifer to let the company hold them for commer¬ 
cial purpofej, meaning t6 patticipate in the profits of the va¬ 
rious objei^s of trade, icc. carried on by the company. But the 
claim now made by tfie public was fair. It was founded indeed 
only upon a refolution nf the Houfc, and not an a^k of Parli¬ 
ament i but the company bad fuhfcribed to the validity of that 
refolution, and by making a dividend of 8 per cent, had ac¬ 
knowledged the claim of the public, 

^ Mr. Dmfifler warned the committee how they proceeded in 
a matter that went to afib^l the chartered rights of the com- 
panyf and reminded them of the coniequence of violating the 
charter of MafiachufettVBay and various others. We had 
certainly fufiered enough by the violation of charters. It had 
brought us into our pi'efent difficulties, and had armed Eu- 
ro|>e againft us. He faid* that to tear from the company by 
force what was not AijHilated for in any a<Sl of Parliament, 
would be a breach of public faith that would difgrace the 
nation, and damp the fpirit of enterprize and adventure, 
which had been produ^ive of fuch happy efFe6ks. It was to 
that fpirit that we owed the territorial acquifitions of the In¬ 
dia company, arid all the immenfe benefits tliat had accrued 
.to the teviaipe of t^a country in confequence thereof. He 
reprobated the pofitions laid down by Lord North in rt^ard 
to the Exchequer hills, and laid, the diredkors never would 
be guilty of iuch an a6l: of ir^ufiice as to fiafier thofe bills 
to come upon the public .uiiaivares and of a fudden. The 
matter might he fettled upon better terms between the noble 
lord in. the blue ribbond and the court of diredlors. They 
meant the utmoli: fairnefs. He was ready to fay that they 
were as much attached to the fenrtco kd'their country as any 
trading company in the’kingdom, dndthey hadoffiered terms 
to wbidir in his’mind the public ought lo agree. But they 
coakl npt jicipriefee in a claim which tliey confidered as a vi^ 
olari(^,,of their, charter. And ^r what purpofe viras this 
vidarid^ made? what end was it, to gain ? Nothing, a fh.!-? 
dow; lof the diffiprence be^vreen the minifier and the company 
was of the moft trifiing natui^ m the world. He was willing 
to lend them tnor^y ifthey.Wfire diifre^ i they were wUling 

to 










to pay him Ins demands, if he would fubjeS; hutifelf to a[ti 
obligation ot carrying this promlfe into execution, namely, 
of lending them money, /hould their circumllances require 
it; and ail they clifaj?;reed about was as to the mode by 
which the fuhrequeut'ioan was to be*grantt;d. He intreated 
tile noble lord then not to quarrel vvitii tiie company on a 
point in wiiich ihev were lb nearly agreed. This was not a 
moment in whicl/it was proper for tlie company and the 
public to be at variance even for a day, and it lurely was 
wiu'r in llio mini/ier to depart a little liom a rigid claini, 
than bv nrf^ing it, inflame the minds of fo large a body of his 
Majellv's febjects. The queflion of lilc right to the tern- 
tojial acquilitions ought certainly to be iiifpcudcd by earaeli, 
a:. iL i'afl been fo iiefoVc;, la iome future moment, when their 
mvelli'.'.atinn of the fubieft v/as not iinoriiiptcd by cxterrial 
lUUuks', the public and the compatu avight m-x-t on fair, 
ibber, and friendly f'uuod.s and difcaif: the iivut.r witn mo¬ 
deration and candour. But fureiy every gentleman mult bo 
nnwdlling to fee it made a matter cf ddputo during the raging 
of a moll dangerou.^ war, when unaniiAiity was io iiueoharv 
to exertion and wdien, in (lead ol variance, we had need ot all 
the Spirit and of all the. Brengtii which the nation poflelTed. 

'I herewas one thing Unwav.v w'hich, it the queitioii was to 
,Ke a-hnated, h.e hoped wmild be coniidered; that the company 
Irid fought to acquire thofe territories under the taitli ot their 
,iiarrer;f, and that they had incurved great cxpence ni the 

hA fbvy Cooper faid, that much of the Lift gentleman s ar-si 
ruments,' as well as thole ot Mr. Huiflw, were u relative to''v 
the motion, and did not go to the quelVion noW m blue, but 
to the rivht of th.e jiuhHc lo the territorial acquiinions in in- 
di-i a matter that was not then under the conlidcuition of 
fh-“ connnitt<-e ; whenever that right was made ^the fubject of 
difcuifion, wluat the honourable g;c*ntlemiui who ipoke laft 
bad Lud, might be very proper to l>e conlidereu and debated. 
At prefent, "the motioii had no refercrciicc to it; the motion 
was^^to eflabiifli a claim to thtee-fourrhs ot the furplus of 
the company’s profits aticr they had reduced tb-'ir bond-debt 
fo on^ million five hundred ihouiund pounds, and had made 
ve-atly dividends of 8 per cent. With res;ani to the rigiit of 
the Crown, as the executive branch of the government, to 
the territoiial acquifiiwns in India, that had not been fore- 
^ons Oh atiy occafion, but only tl^e exerrife of it had been 
hifpended, from an idea, that it w'ould be better both for the 
public and the compiny to let the latter hold thole acquifi- 
* Vql. 111 . ^ 
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fol' tho injrjiofi’s of ti.iJsn?Ki commercoi, during the tlitws 
ot tlieir JV^toomehtcJ for u rmomil of their charter. ’^J'hat it 
was \vii(.' ;uul projxT to fuipcnd that cluim iiiUlongfcr, and to 
n!al.e,an ;\'*rfvincnt with flic company for a renewal of their 
<■!tarter at that time, iTt. was n*oll clearly of opinion, ;mcl in 
his mind, ilie as i^uniouts ivlative to the prchait fituation ot 
th« ccinjianvh ahairs, afnioftheii bidng ditl'vlRul, and likely 
to be iliil lixiic lo, dill not weir;!; at nil the ihale of ohje^lion , 
the wejt; liounil lo fnppoit tbe cf”.'i[)nny, nn<i mull lor 

tliC'ir ovvii j.ikes aflili it wiienever it vvai m :ea! dillrcts , tlvjrc- 
lor*,' m itlicr of tlu; petitions v\lh^h pom i< men had laid to 
jiiL chtliris upon, in his ith'a alterffl ra li tkav-d the propre’.ty, 
not to jay the it'-cflilv, of tliepuhhc 
to ?)!]!'■ a-’I'l , li t did tiot 

I tin- a 

If (.onr'inc' iiolthnp' r>ver vear aftiT vi ai, vvilhmit 
•p, ^ •Mid,a If'O'* j)i in[; impofed on vhtin. Sir Gn v laid, 

i!y bilis h.ul been can-tiilly wttclad, v\'Oid bv 
the pi oniim of tliem^ b\ the company’s counfel, 


bnnpmpj the coinitatiy 
it was clear th- com- 
I'lty V'f>n!;; irt f'lJiar an; tetms, Imt would he jdaal, he. did 
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t'leii a p•e^J!J'';• fd that Houfe, hvul taken efjiccial care that 
tlie iipjit to till- U'liilorial acijuifnions ihould mit be allumed 
in eithc! hill, but that the queition Ihouixl be merely luf- 
pej'aled, and the apiiation of it fotegonc in each. 'J'o ac<"ed(' 
therefoie now to tlie propolition of the coinpanv, to wlncii 
l.he nf»b!e Joid Itad obieCted, would bo to act the vciv con- 
liary jiart to what h.;d been acif'il by the company with n-* 
jjaid to rfie yently hills, and to give up the right on tlie pai? 
of the jHibiie altogether. Sir (jrey alfo faid a word or two 
in reply to Mr. Dfinpllcr’s argument about the lifui;';'; of the 
i Achetjuei bills h<dng left to be fettled between Lord North 
and the India dticctoi.e, declaring that it was the tiuty of the 
legillature nor to leave fo important a matter to be ieltk-d hy 
private individuals, he thev w^hom they would, 

(jcnciai iS'wiff/i fiid, the prefent wa.s the iTiofi important 
fjuefiion that had ever been agitated within thofe wall>, it 
was perfedlly new to the committee, anti it ongh.t to he dif- 
enfled with I he moll ferious attention. He hated the diffe¬ 
rent ideas of terms, for a renewal of the comjiany’s chartci, 
that had at difKirc.iit liities been entertained. l|c had himif'h 
been employed at one time to adjull projicfitmus with the 
ftoide lord in the blue ribbon ; and he rccoUeflcd, that one 
ot the conditions then talked of was/firft, the payment, and 
afterwards the loan of a,million of money at two per cent, 
interclf. 'J’liat had gone off, and now the noble lord, feeing 
ilye fla'.c of the company’s affairs, was-AViUing to renew tlu 
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conipany’'s charter without infiftlng on tiny iinc. He wiflictl 
the fame rcnlbns, that had opeiatcd in the nol le iortl's inin«i 
to forego a fine had alib nrevaih-d on him ro fon go a tlium* 
w'hich had no foundation in juftice, taocl ihe infixing upon 
which would mate, ially injure the company. He did allure 
the noble lord the fiaio of the coiuj>any’s aifairs was niueli 
altered fiiice the year 177S ; they could hetur liave alfordcd 
£0 liave given a million of money then for the renewal of 
tiieu* rhaiter than they could alfurd to give fco,ocoh now. 

Let the noble lord confder how much ail iiafMiuna property 
bad iufieicd of late. He could fpeak of it with gre.i( truth, 
for his flock had futTered alnioO, he utlghr lay, one Ir.m- 
rlud per cent, upon the wliole o! it. 'The Cle.ieial jjjokco: 
the wlilies 01 the company to keep on gv>od terms v\iih go- 
venunent, and (aid they had taken inunue pains to hit upon 
facli -propoft 1^)04. as they imagined would ruM be objefVed 
to. He !)Cgge«d the noble loid lu point out what aluraiions 
he wilhed lor, aiul they would tndeavsnir to fliape them ac- 
cor. jnglv. If coverniiiciit took the 600,0.0k tlie next year 
the company mntl l.'orvow money to on tvC.b. lie ctm- 
]uvcd the noble tend thcrefoiv to witlidiaw his motion, rind 
to make -an ainifrable ,agrcenicnr with th.c company, who;b 
proiiti in point of commerce, and wliofe prcdiis in ]'oini of 
leriiloeiai revenue, he declared it was impolldile to .d'ceu.iin 
hparulcly and diftlnflly, the one was lo uiareilally hiciuicd 
and connfddcd vvldi the other. At tlic f.imc lime he dcclaad 
that in hi'; mind the claim was violent and lil-ioundi J, A 
rofolution of that Hoyfe which had never been followed up, 
on which no a£l had palTcd, which alone could gi\c lanc- 
tion to the authority claimed by llie noble lord, was ar«J 
ought to be cjf no validity. 

Mr. Ihnh made a very animated and eloquent fpeedutr. 
ngainfl the motion. He obfervccl, that all that had bi.;.nk id 
ill ru})j)oit of the motion was merely the fame giound utai- 
guiTu nt taken up by the noble lord at firO:, with !ome litilc 
amplific-ition. He Ihoulit therefore, in icplvmg wo the 
noltlc louk reply to what other gentlemen had laid. 'I'lie 
cliicf of the noble lord’s argument againfl the jivopoiltion ot 
the company was this ; he would not accede to ihc ])ro{.)ori- ' 

tion, bccautc the company did nor admii. that the public bad 
a claim u}K)n them ; fb that the argumcm cut double, like a 
•two-edged fwovd ; for it nmfl ciliu r b-c (olved ihu'-, ** U you 
admit the claim of the public, 1 call upon you in bcU.'f of 
yuui' creditors tef pay their iufl: dues;” or ihiis^ “ if you 
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j 3 o not admit the claim, why then \ will take that by force 
which you deny that I ought to receive as a right.” Moft 
admirable reafoning ! The noble lonl will neither beg, bor¬ 
row, nor receive, as a due; but he will have it neverthelefs, 
and feiae upon that by rapine and plunder to which he has no 
title, and cannot jullify^iis receiving in anyway. If the com¬ 
pany fhould fay to the minijRcr in dircfcl: terms, Sir, you 
have no right to this 600,cool, yon attempt to exa^l from 
us;” then to befurc his lordfl'iip would come down to Parb- 
ament, and pronounce them the mott impudent violators of 
old agreements that ever were heard of; but if they do not 
exprefs themfclvcs in this manner, if they fay nothing upon 
the fiibjedf, as in the adlual inftance at prclent, why then 
how docs the minifter condudl himfelf? he fays, notwith- 
■ standing thefc men are lilent, J very well unclcrflanJ their 
intention, and am fure, notyirithflanding their taciturnity, 
they mean to contend that the public have no right to the 
fum claimed; and therefore, being certain that this is the 
cafe, 1 will make fure of the inohcy and feize it by main 
force. So that whether the poor proprietors 1‘peak or nor, it 
makes no matter, the efhedl is the fame, with this little dif¬ 
ference only, that in the one inftance they might defetve the 
treatment they received; in the other it was replete with 
unprovoked cruelty and injulVvcc. He faid, it was a conti¬ 
nuation of that mode of ivafoning that had prevailed in 
the lad: Parliament, and had rendered it odious and infamous. 
The minificr had talked in the fame ftile again and again, 
and the coni'equcnce was, our prefent mifcrable and degraded 
fituation. It was his old parliamentary language, and had 
ruined this country. The Secretary at War’s dofirine was, 
he faid, a count|;i part of the fame reafoning. He termed 
the regulations, eflabliihed by the aft of 1774, a deftgn to 
obtain money under a pretence of eUabliiliing a political re- 
form ; and new, lie faid, the noble lord wanted to take away 
their Trade, as he had formerly taken away their patronage 
and their puifc. EuNdemne^ciiaHrem^ mndem d'^mhium! lie 
had better carry all the bufmefs of I.eadenhall-flrcct at once, 
and tranfaft it at the board , of treafury. His reafoning, 
to jtfftify the violence and the force he was praftlfmg, ire 
pronounced fhamcfully pitiful, 'I'hc, reafoning of the lion 
in the fable was Icfs cenfu.rable—•** This 1 feizc, fays the 
lion, becaufc I have got tellrh ; this, becaufe 1 wear a mane 
on juy neck ; this, ,becaufe,I have claws; and this lafl morfel, 
hot bccauib I have clvlicr truth, rcafoii, or juftice to fuppo/t 

me 



me and juftify my taking it, but becaufc I am a lion.” With 
regard to what Lord 'North had faid about the pofBbility, if 
the propofitions were acceded to, of 6oo,oool. w'orth of bills 
com»ng upon the Excheejuer, juft wh<fn the King’s flee^ts and 
armies were to be paid, it was, he (aid neither more nor lefs 
than an explicit confeffion that the*noble Lord had fijuan- 
dered every Ihillicg of the immenfe fupplics that had been 
voted for the fcrvice of the year, and that he was obliged to 
practice extortion, and force 6QO,ocoh from the Eaft>India 
company, in order to enable himfelf to pay the King’s fleets 
and armies. The Houfe had exprefled great fatisfaftion at 
a part of Lord Nortli’s fpccch : the honourable gentleman 
aid it was the fhouts of the Houfe, and of majorities at the 


appeals to the }>afllons artfully made by the noble lord, that 
had ever been conftant fore-runners of fome great national 
evil. No one ftep of the miniftcr that led to dilgrace, defeat, 
and ruin, but had been preceded by fhouts and applaufe within 
thofc walls. In reply to the praifo beftowed on the fecret 
committees, that flit on India affairs in 177a, he faid, their 
reports were the curfed Pandora’s box, whence fprung 
out that dreadful calamity, the American war. To thofc 
reports were tlie worft of evils afcribeable that had befallen 
this country for many, many years 1 He faid the prcicnt 
motion was^hc daring effort of a minlfter determined on ra¬ 
pine and plunder, without regard to truth, honour, or juf- 
tice : a violent and Ihamclefs attempt to rob the company, 
in order to purfue the jiurpofcs of the moft lav-ifli wafte and 
rhe inoft profligate corruption. The noble lord might truly 
be faid to be aliml appetens, fui profufus. He conjured the 
committee not to join the noble lord and his adherents, fay¬ 
ing, Let us not deduce European fuppUcs from Afiatic 
rapacity. Let us fliew ourfelves awake to the calls of rea- 
ion and alive to the impulfe of equity I” He concluded 
with faying, that he was lure, notwithftanding his endea¬ 
vours, and tliofc of every friend to juftice, to prevent the 
motion from being agieed to, that fuch would be its fate, 
yet in difeharge of his duty he would move an amendment. 
He therefore moved, that the following words be added to 
the motion: No grounds having been laid before the com¬ 
mittee, on which the right of the public to a participation of 
the territorial revenue of the company are founded ; or, if 
they have fuch right, no grounds fo uicw that they have a 
right to this particular proportion of the pFpfits.” 
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The Litrd Advocate rofc in anfwer to Mr, Burke; he ob- 
ferved, that it was a i7,iatUT of I'ome difficulty to dcjtermiiif; 
what iffic of argument to purfue In this qiieflion ; ior geiiticanen 
on the other fxde lu'd diffieivd rxcmlltigly In the pofitiotj-} 
updi which they i^afoncd : foim- admitting that tlic propeity 
in queflion was the rigiit of the puhlit, while others lire- 
iiuoully maintained the contrary ; it w'.'is neceffiiry, tlicrffore, 
to meet the former on the ground of c\ptdi ,iicy, and the 
latter on that of jullice, he ihould, hoA'ever, atienipt, as 
concifely as poffihle, an auiwer to botlr, ainl gi\e his warm 
negative to the amendment, whu h, lit ifis conception, ro!i- 
tained averments contrary to fi6ls; the aigujrioiits hcl K-cn 
coiUtadidlory and irreconcder.fle, lb that lie kticv/ Jiot w'eU 
how to direct his replyi The honourable gcnllenian who fprAe 
laH had funrilhed him with one vtry good •.uj>|)ort, in all'Vt- 
ing tlva right of the i)uhlic to a ];ariiri;K'.ti<'n .'f llr-- toiripauv's 
territorial revenues, for he had i.'ifomval lla. Ji.t!: the 

laft Parliament warmly mamtaiiKd [b- iho*-. or,a.ion, luai 
they had echoed it repeatedly with flioui:'. -d a,r 'r.iro. Front 
this h would at Icuft appear lluif aviotlu-r ! nr.oorable gi 
tleman was mifraken, wlven he aiieitcd tbr't xb.e cl.iiin was a 
new one. If he was to determine which of t!i;- two gentle¬ 
men u'l'i'u in the right, he lliouM he int lined fo take iJurt 
with the honourablegenfleniaii who fpc»he lalt, arul fo hippole 
his noble friend in the blue ribbon had ad', anc^d no new' 
tkx^rines, and that he had held no new lauguagt. In,; had 
talked iri an old parliamrruary manner, for vliat had tlv lu'- 
hie lord flood up in defence of? the right oi the public to a 
claim agitated before in Parliament, originating in two rc- 
Colutiou!. in tile lio«fc of Commons, recogiiifed in full form 
the Journals, and confidcied by nvciy man, ronveilant 
in the interell, cormetflion, and analogy of the public, will* 
the Eafl India company, as a claim perfectly fair, j)crft\tiy 
Juft, anil as a claim which the public luid a right to iniili on, 
whenever the public thought firoper fo to do. 'I'lu aiui ndment 
Fuppofed that this chum of participation had nevci been cihi- 
blifhed ; but in contradiction of that in. ik liI oni-y refer ro tho 
feveral agreements formerly made bctwcsMi the companv and 
Parliament, by every one of which it would ajqieai tint this 
right of the public had been claimed on the one fide, and ad¬ 
mitted on the other for the company therein agreetl to pay 
at one time 40c!',oool. at another a certain pioportion of the 
iifit profits, in doing whJth tljey plainly recognlkd tlic juliicf; 
of the 'ktnand made on the part of the public. By the kill of 
thefe agreements they cxprcffly contnufhd to allow tluce- 
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of the net profits, after a oi eigf^t 

and it was exprufily upon this fuppofition that the prefent 
claim for 6oo,©oo}. was built; furely tlien the Houfc could 
never confent to declare tlut the point of right was noj: efiab* 
liJhecl. His lordfiiip next adverted to •Mr, Hufley’s c-llovla- 
lions; that gentleman had endeavoured to prove that‘»tlie 
coiniiiercial divitiend fiiould be nine pet cerit. by afierling that 
e\cry additional expeucc, incurred by the company for the 
liipport oi their Afiatic imerells of late years, /houid bo de- 
tlticrf'd fjoni the produce of the territorial reveruio, though he 
was iuilv convinceed that the honourable gentlbnuvn on no oc¬ 
tillion, nrltiuT in that Houle nor without it, meiiuTtude- 
vet he muft dechue tb't a fallacy run through the 
ultoieot hit. arguments groundvil ujiori thole calculations, 
whu h dedroyed their eri’eCh and lemleivd them totally im¬ 
proper to he reliixl on for a moment. The honourable gen- 
tK'iunn had Grounded evc-iv one of thole calcvdations on :t 
rirop.dition which he never would admit, and which, ho 
^\as latishod, was not lo be iupportcJ ; vi'/. that it was pof- 
Jiliit f’o to jepnrate ilic commeiciai and the territorial expen- 
cesof the company as to he ahbi to afeertain the tpuuitum of, 
each, with a iullicient degree of exa-flnei’s to be able to take 
uiy fuch calculations as grounds of argument and realoning 
that could be rclii-d on, or could w’arrant any dedu^lions 
whjtiwrr. Refules it could not he fuppmed that during the 
pf'driit pollure of aftairs, when the kingdom was engaged in 
wars both in Afia and Europe, the cxpence even of defending 
the t..dories and commercial fctllements of the company could 
he fo moderate as in times <.»f profound peace. 

With rofped to the plea of inability that had been urged, 
he )v rfc6lly agteed with the noble lord w!io moved fliis refo- 
lution, that every afildanco fhould he given by the public 
to the compaiiv; lor their intere.lls were clofely inter¬ 
woven togetlier, and perhaps, in tiie prejeut fiate of alKtira, 
lliis kingdom had not a belter rifource than in her Eafl- 
India fcntlemc iits; ibut a. very proper diflinclion had been 
drawn Irere between real neceflities and thofe th.it were 
merely imaginary; the company had been almoll ruined at a 
former period by the imjironcr drawing of hills from India ; 
tl’.at was merely a riiiirtor of private convenience, for the re- 
initr ince of thole enormous fortunes' ihat have been amiifled 
in the country; and were intelligence to go by the next fleet, 
that; 6 oo,oooh was left by Parlianierit^in the companyks colFers 
lo anfwer fuch bills as might come over, it would draw an 
inundation ol bills, and the Afiatic pin adorers would lit) doubt 
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feiac l^e oceaJion with avidity; but this was no public cdr^ 
venicncft; on the contrary, it was more defirable that obftacles 
iliould be thrown in the way of remitting their fortunes, 
wiiich perhaps had better never been acquired, or at any rate 
iieV^r brought from that country, 

Thfe honourable gentleman who fpoke laft but one had told 
the committee, and he believed with great truth, that the 
tommercial and territorial matters of expence and profit 


were fo materially hlcndcd and connected that it was im- 
poffible for tlie company themlelves, to feparatc them with 
fufficient clearnefs and fufficient accuracy to defaue which 
was which, or to give even a tolerable guefs at the real jflate 
and amount of each. All arguments therefore built on fuclt a 
balls mult neceffarily fall to the ground. next adverted 
to Mr. Burke’s argument, and faid, notwitliftanding the ra* 
pine, plunder, injuftice, and other hard words, wliicli the 
honourable gentleman had applied to the jirelent motion, and 
the noble mover of it, he trufted the committ’c would judge 
for themfclvcs, would confider coolly and candidly of the no¬ 
ble lord’s motives, and would a£t in fuch a manner as thev 


* tliought his condndl deferved. With regard to the right ok 
the public to the teiritorial acqiiifitioits he had, he faid, con- 
N fldercd the fubje£t very deeply, lie bad often thought upon it 
with great lerioulhefs, and he had not a doubt as to the right; 
but, if he had entertained the fmullefl doubt, it would have 


been entirely removed by the very great authorities which 
' had, in the mof] '‘Xprels terms, delivered decided opinions in 

favour of the public ; the authorities to which he alhuled were 
thofeof the prefent Lo-rd Camden and the late hlr. Voik; 
men as able and as capable of advifing as any men that had 
ever lived in any period ! We have not time to follow his loid- 
Ihip farther in his fpecch ; which was as ufual extremely .ible, 
manlv, and convincing. 

tir»Crej:a<y» Mr. Cfrruy followed, and differed from fcvcral of his 
friends. He thou.p;ht the noble lord rif,;lit in coming to ait 
jmmcdi.atc agreoment with the company, and wiined he had 
taken that method and fettled the bargain two years ago. Ho 
faid the company deferved great praile for having extended 
their territorial ac<iuihtions. The public reaped very coii- 
Hdcrable benefits in conlequcnce of it; but the claim now 
made by the noble lord was in bis opinion peri'e£lly unfup- 
ported, and it was altogether new. 'The company had hcani 
nothing of it; and now be feared that the claims fo matle;tnd , 
agitated would be particularly fevere on the company. They 
would be out of cafii ia about three moaths j in Oflobci^ 
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they would be in cafh again. He feared, that taldng 660,odol. 
might be of ill confequence to the company’s ihtcrefls if taken 
now. 

Mr. Dempficr made a reply to the Icfrd^advocate, and be* 
gan it with anfweting fomething which the learned lord had-^^'^’ 
faid, relative lo the company’s being forced by their charter 
to have faftories in India, and to defend thofe faflories. He 
profefled his concurrence in the learned lord’s opinion, as to 
the queflion of right, but denied the poffibiliry of enforcing 
the preient claim, without detriment to the company; ana 
to flicw that this muft be the confequence, he went pretty 
largely into the prefent pofture of their aifairs. Heobferved, 
that his lordlhip was miftaken in ilating the lall ^reement 
between the company and the public; for in the a£t of Par¬ 
liament there was no fuch claufc as his lordlhip had mention¬ 
ed ; the participation of net profits alluded to was only 
contained in fomc refolutions of a committee, which were 
never reduced into a law, nor brought into any ftage of par¬ 
liamentary dilculTion, in which they iiconld be oppofed by pe¬ 
tition, cenfequentiy it was unfair to fay the company had 
actpiefced in, or recognifed them. The learned lord had 
torefeen ill confcqnences from the drawing of bills by Ahatic 
jdnndcrers, if there were any funds in Lcadcnhall-flreet to 
anfwer them ; but the evil would be Hill greater if the noble 
lord in the blue ribbon ftiould carry his mcafores into ex¬ 
ecution, for they would then be left to draw on the treafury ; 
now the 6co,ocol. was a mere trifle among thefe gentlemen, 
ih'.cc or four of them couUI draw it in a morning, but the 
treafury funds were deeper, and confequently the bills might 
I)c more numerous. 

He faid the rcfignation of the Manillas to the company, 
wlicn captured laft war by Sir William Draper, and the 
country round Madras fthe revenue of w^hich amounted to 
fome hundred thoufand pounds) when conquered by the 
king’s troops under the command of Sir Eyre Coote, in con¬ 
cert with the troops of the company, *were proofs of a gene¬ 
ral opinion having prevailed, that the Crown did not think 
that the compaiiy were entitled to the territorial acquifition 
and tlieir" revenues ns chartered right's. He adviled the trying' 
the queftion in a court of law. He faid the company {and 
Parliament were both parties in the caufe, and therefore it 
• was.moft unconftitutional in' that Hdlile to undertake to de¬ 
cide whicli had the right, The courts of law were all open, 
VoL.lir. • fee and 
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and could cletcrniinc the matter in as* little lime as it would 
coll Parliament roadjuft the bargain. 

Mr. Hapy. ^ wonls ill anfwer to what the lord 

^ advocate had faid againit the calculations flatecl by him, in 
which he (aid that he had made allowance for the diHerence 
of expence that would have been required now for the main¬ 
tenance of the commerce indcpendtnt of the territorial pof- 
feffions. He likewife allt:rted, that the public had received 
two niillioiis from the company, exclufivc of the indemnity 
on tea. ■' 


Mr, Luih. Mr. Burke declared, that he would only trefpafs on the 
Hoiife for a few mirnites. He -was fo unfortunate, he laid, 
a;y to difagiW with his honourable fiicnd, wdio fpoke laft, in 
more points than one, for he not only held that the compa¬ 
ny’s territorial acqnifitions belonged entiudy to themfelves, 
but with refpecl to the iiiils fo much talked of, really believed 
they would be drawn with more alacrity on the 6oo,oool. 
than on the Exchequer ; there was not, in h:s idea, a lingle 
Afiatic plunderer who did not know the nolile lord in the blue 
ribbon better than to think of drawing on any fund in his 
difpofal for a fnigle fhilling; for his lordfliip was fo notori- 
oufly la\iiii that he took care to keep his coffers empty ; and 
he would venture to predict, that if this money came into 
liis hands, it would not remain there time enougii to anhvtn* 
a lingle draft; this, indeed, his lord (hip had already avowed, 
by laying, that it was allotted for the fupport of our lloets 
and armies. It was, however, no ways furprifing that the 
noble l-nu jhould have fuch a peculiar faculty of diibuifing 
Urge fums; for, if liis own diligence was not efledlual, he had 
fuch capable and numerous aftfllants among the coritraOors, 
penfioners, 6cc. &c. that nothing was difficult; as for the 
poor 6oo,oool. it would be gone in a moment. 

He then replied to feveral leading arguments of the lord 
advocate with great warmth, and cenfured his lordfhip for 
appealing to the paffions of the Houfe, by the term Afiatic 
plunderers. lie obferved, that in reafoning on the policy and 
jufticeof the rtfoliition propofed, he applied bimfeJf rather to 
the undcrllanding than the feelings of the Houfe ; but to talk 
of Afiatic plunderers, for the purpofe that the noble lord 
had adopted the phrafe, was clearly a fit of oratory ; which, 
though he paid as much homage to the talent as any man, he 
could not admit of it on this occalion. Surely it was requifire 
to have fome means of making remittances from India ; ^nd 
as the two former channels of France and Holland were now 
fliut up, there was no poljj^ble w^y of finding hotjBC property 
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l)ut that which the noble lord wiflied to prevent. The pre- 
fent pofture of affairs in India was very tremendous, he would 
not fay dcfperate; God forbid ! But when it was confidered 
that the treafury at Madras was cxhatiffcd, and a deftroying 
enemy wafting the country round ir, how was it poffible for 
lefources to be obtained if bills were not to be drawn upon 
the company ? With rcfpecl to the general queftion, he pro- 
fejll’d every poffible degree of refpedt for the great authorities 
quoted by the learned lord, but he knew crown-lawyers too 
well to truff in their opinions between the Crown and fub- 
le£ts i notvvithftanding therefore this, and all the other argu¬ 
ments adduced to-night> he mult perfiff in his amendment; 
and though he would not teife when he could not convince, 

Oiould certainly move it again on the report, or, in fome other 
ftage of the bufinefs, where it might be entered on the Jour¬ 
nals of the Houfe. 

The Zsr.'/ jiihxcate faid a few words in reply, principally to Lorj 
retort on Mr. Burke the charge of moving the pailiotis; and 
he faid the honourable gentleman had been fo ver^ fortunate 
on that accufation as to exhibit, in his own oratory, while he 
made the charge, dll the paftionand the heat of which he com* 
plained, thereby imprtfling on the Houfe a proper fcafeof the 
iubjetfl. 

'i'he Houfe now divided on the amendment. 

Ayes, 52; Noes, 151. 

The original queftion was then agreed to. 

May 24. 

Mr. Ord brought up the report from the laff: night’s com- Mr. G,d. 
mittce ; upon which Mr. Dempftcr rofe and faid, that as he 
confidered the proceedings of the committee a violation of the 
conftitution, and ciicdlually plucking up the faith of Parlia¬ 
ment by the rooti^, he did not mean to debate the bufinefs over 
again, but he was determined again to take the fenfe of the 
Houfe upon the fubje£l. On a divifion, the numbers were. 

For agreeing with the report, 49 
Againff it, 16 

Mr. Dcmpjhr took an opportunity of ftating to the Houfe, Mr. 
that a bill had been brought in, and read a fir ft time, forex- P*'’ 
empting from duty an article deferibed by the name of foul 
fait, intended for the purpofe of manuring land, and from 
which an alkaline fait could be extraftqd in large quantities. 

The honourable gentleman aiquain^d the Houfe with the 
motwes that had led to the introduiftion of the bill, and (aid. 

It had been received an,d countenanced on the principle of en¬ 
couraging the perfons who had made a difeovery of the ufes 
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tf» whidi thiS'foul fait could be applied. With refpe£l to the 
becn^ts to be derived theiefrom, they were, in lus opinion, ex¬ 
tremely great, and fuch as well entitled the bill to the atten¬ 
tion of the Houfe. What the honourable gentleman princi¬ 
pally rofe for was, to move, that the bill ftiould be made to 
extend to Scotland, and not be merely confined to England, 

In the year 1765, when an aft pafled refpefting alkaline?, 
the proviiions thereof went to Scotland, as well as this coun- 
t*y, and all he wtlhed was, to have both kingdoms put upon 
an equal footing with refpeft to the exempting this foul f.tll 
from all duty. The honourable gentleman faid, the difeovt-ry 
of this article would fave us a prodigious fum every year, as 
it would render the importation of alkaline fait fioin Spain 
in a great degree unnccefiary. Upon the whole, Mr. Demp- 
fler begged to move, that the bill for exempting foul fait 
from duty, be aifo made to extend to that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. 

Sir Sir George Tonge allowed that the bill In the year 1765 went 

Tenz^, to Scotlai^ in the provifions it contained as well as England, 
but he apprehended that the prefent bill differed very widely 
from it, both in principle and reafon. What was the prefent 
cafe ? A difeovery had been made, that foul fait could be ren¬ 
dered highly ufefu] in the manuring of land, and alfo yield an 
alkaline fait equal to the beft imported. As an encouragement 
for the difeoverj', the Houfe had admitted a bill to be lirought 
in for exempting this article from duty, but had confined it 
wholly to England, Tbehonourable gentleman (Mr.Dempfter) 
remar king this, had moved, that it fliould alfo be made to ex¬ 
tend to Scotland. But what right had Scotland to partake of 
the benefit to be derived from the bill ? Were there any per- 
fons in Scotland who knew how to prepare this foul fait ? Had 
any fuch thing been ftated ? For aught that had appeared, the 
Houfe were not given to underftand, that any one in Scotland 
knew the fecrct, and yet the advantages it might produce were 
to be extended to that country. This the honourable gentle¬ 
man thought extremely abftird and unreafonable, and therefore 
Ihould formally oppofe the motion, when a more jrroper op¬ 
portunity ihould offer itfelf to him for that purpofe. 

The motion was then put, and agreed to. 

May 25 . 

The Houfe, purfuant to the order of the day, rcfolvcd itfelf 
into a committee, to take into farther confidejration the affairs 
of the Eaft India Company. Mr. Ord in the chair. 

Lord rofe, and opened to the committee feme more 
propofftions, which he fhopld fubmit' to their judgment rcla- 
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tivc to the fiid company. It had been refolve^l, he oWerved, 
on Wednefday, that three-fourths of the furplus of territorial 
revenue, which by the laft parliamentary agreement was rc- 
ft rved to the public after a dividend of eight per cent. Ihould 
be claimed in purfuance of that agreement. With refpeft, 
therefore, to the part acquifitions 0/ the company, the queftion 
was already fettled j but fome regulations were necellary for 
the future, as well with regard to the participation of the pro¬ 
fits, and the advantage which the public ought to derive from 
the company’s revenue, as with refpeiSt to the management 
of their affairs in India, and to thofe he now begged leave 
to cal! their attention. 

His Lordfhip then concifely recapitulated the fevcral a^fs of 
Pailiamciit which had pafTed by agreement with the company, 
for regulating the point In queftion, from that in the year 
L'/.i’j to that of 1773. All thefe, heobferved, went on the 
idea of a right in the public to a participation of the territorial 
revenues j and the agreenaent of 17O9 made an equality of in- 
tcreft between them, only faving to the company a clear divi¬ 
dend of fix per cent, below which if their net profits Ihould 
at any tuiiv fall, the public were precluded from any participa¬ 
tion till the dividend rofe again to that fum. He then dated, 
that in the year 1773, finding that the affairs of the company 
were in a very declining date, the public interfered, and agreed 
not only to foiego the advantages to which they were intiiled, 
but after inquiring into the fa^ls, took a decifive intered: in 
their affairs, and Tent the company the fum of 140,000!. and 
at the fame time paffed an aiSl which enjoined regulations fn 
wife and falutary, as foon redored them to fo profperous and 
flourifhing a date that they not only paid off the Joan, re¬ 
duced their bond debt to 1,500,ocol. but alfo were enabled to 
take advantage of the refolutions of that Houfc, and raifc their 
dividend to eight per cent. It was well known, that the inter¬ 
ference of Parliament upon that occafion was contrary to the 
Wilhes of Lcadenball-drcet, and that they loudly inveighed 
againd the legiflature for being fo rude and violent as to lerve 
fhem againd their will. The good confequences, however, 
which thpir regulations produced, demondrated their utility, 
and reconciled the company to the interference. In the year 
1773 it w'as generally underdood, that though the public, 
from a confideration of the iramedUte didrefs of the company, 
agreed to forego a participation of their profits, agreeable to 
the bargain of 1769, that neverthelefs, w'hcn the company’s 
affairs fhould be m a better condifion, and’they be more able 
to afford it, then tlt,e public were again to haye their ihare np 
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advantage from the company, in confcqucnce of the revenue 
derived from their territorial acquifitionsand poflTelfions. What 
he meant to do at prefent, was to bring in a bill, continuing, 
fora time to be limited, the management of the territorial pof- 
fcilions, and the receipt of the revenue, in the hands of the 
Eaft India Company, and in that bill to enadl what the future 
participation of the public in the company's profits ftioulci be. 
By the bargain of 1769, the company were to divide fix per 
cent, only ; but of late, as he had before faid, they had raifed 
their dividend to eight per cent. In the lift of propofitions 
recommended to the genera! court, by the directors, the propo¬ 
sition of participation was this; the company were, firft of 
all, to take eight per cent, on their capital flock of three mil¬ 
lion five hundred thoufand pounds, out of their profits, then 
the public were to have eight per cent, and the reft, ftionld 
there be any profits more than fixteen per cent, to be equally 
divided between the public and the company. This propofi- 
tion the general court did not, it feems, approve; but had 
fent another to the ballot, the terms of which were thefe: the 
company, firft of all, to take eight per cent, and all the fur- 
plus to be divided in the following manner j three-fourths to 
be appropriated to the public, and the remaining fourth to the 
company, referving always a moiety, after the incrcafe of the 
company's dividend one per cent, to the difehargeof the flock 
debt. His Lordftiip faid, he gave the preference to the propo- 
fition recommended by the direfters, and for this reafon : if 
the public bad only three-fourths of the furplus, then if the 
company got twelve, the public would get only eight per 
cent, and foon in that proportion ; but there was fonie little 
difference between this and the one which he (hould fubmit 
to the Houfe; though it was fccond in order, he would move 
it firft, for, as to the term of the renewal, he Ihould not confi- 
der that now. What he (hould move then would be this, that 
firft the company fhould be fecured in eight per cent, if the 
net profits amounted to fo much, that then the public (hould 
have tight per cent, if they amounted to fixteen • but if they 
ftll (hort of fixteen, then the public to have all above eight 
per cent, that if they amounted to more than fixteen, the (ur- 
plus, whatever it might be, to be divided, but under certain 
regulations; the public to have half of it; and then one per 
rent, to go towards raifmg the dividend to nine per cent, and 
the remainder to go towards difeharging their ftockdebt. His 
Lordfhip argued on the reafionablenefs of this propofition, and 
(hewed that, at the fame time, that it fecured the public a fair 
proportion of the company’s profits, it fecured to the company 
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a better dividend, by two per cent, than they were entitled to 
by the bargain of 1769, for there the public were to partici¬ 
pate, if the company divided fix per cent, while here it was 
iicceflary that the company fhould have a clear net dividend 
i>f eight per cent, before the public could*come in for any fhare 
whatever, and then they were only intided to the furplus, 
which, though it might perhaps amdunt to eight per cent, 
might be lefs ; and if it fhould be more, the company had an 
equal advantage in the extra profits with the public. Having 
fully difcuilbd this point, his Lord fh ip fa id, the next matter, 
which he muft make the lubjed: of a fingle refolution, was to 
impower the company, in cafe of diftrefs for cafli, to borrow 
^oojoool. on bond or otherwife j and thi«, he faid, he agreed 
Lo, bccaufe it v/as among other of the directors propofitions ; 
and as, very pofiibly, an occafion might arife when the com¬ 
pany would be much dlftrcfled, he thought it would not be 
right to (ay “ no” to the propofition. 

He exprefled his crmccrn, that notwithffanding his very 
earneft defire, the company had not thought proper to petiti¬ 
on Parliament (or a renewal of their charter; but as they 
had not done it, fo he would not force a renewal upon them ; 
and would make the bill, which he intended to bring in up¬ 
on the refolutions he was going to propofe to the committee, 
only for one year : during that period, he would leave them 
the territorial acquifitions ; and perhaps before the expiration 
t'f the bill, an amicable agreement might be concluded. Into 
this hill he intended to introduce certain regulations, fome ot 
w‘hich had been propofed to him by the court of dircilors ; 
others he had yet to fugged to the Houfe. 

With refpe^ to the payment of the Kiitg’s troops in the 
fervice of the company^ he would not at that time make any 
propofition about the manner in which they fhould be paid ; 
but it was proper they fhould be paid as well and as foon as 
the company’s; but whenever the mode of payment, and the 
quantum of the fum fhould be afeertained, the com¬ 
pany might be Cure nothing unreafonablc would be afkeJ; 
for the company, by the regulations he had fuggefted, weic 
to take eight per cent, out of the profits, before the public 
fhould touch any part of them; therefore if any unreafonablc 
fum fliould be afked for the proteiflion of thv^ fleets and ar¬ 
mies, it was the public, and not the company, that would 
be injured by ir. It w'as*poflibIe that India might, at forac 
period or other, be made the feat of war between this country 
and fome of the great European powers > in fuch cafe, the 
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cotnpSny could not, ought not, to be charged with the pay¬ 
ment of all the forces which Ihould be fent there. 

He had an idea, which he had once thrown out, of giving 
the governor-general greater powers than were at prefeni veft** 
cd in him, and authorifing him in fome cafes to acl iiidc- 
pcntlently of his council, only ftating to them* after he had 
fo aded, the rcaforis upon,which he juftihed his conduft, 
and fending home thofe reaforis, together with fuch as the 
council fhould at the time have delivered, in cafe they dif¬ 
fered in opinion from the governor-general; he had alfo 
thought of impowering the prefidents of the councils of the 
other prefidencies to give a negative; both of which alte¬ 
rations, he believed, confidering the nature of the country, 
the temper and habits of living of the natives, and on vari¬ 
ous other con fide rations, would be of advantage to the go¬ 
vernment and profperity of the inhabitants. But thefe 
propulitions he only threw out now for the information of 
the Houfe, that they might turn their minds towards tiietn 
againft another year, when the charter would perhaps be 
renewed by agreement for a term of years, and at which 
time the Houfe nrtght have the opportunity of confidering 
them with all the attention which their confeijuence and their 
novelty required. In the propofition that no bill, note, or 
obligation, for money iffued, or to be ilTueJ, by any of the 
company's prefidents, councils, or fervancs, in India or Chi¬ 
na, made payable there, fhould be payable in England, with¬ 
out the content of eighteen of the ^ire<Stors, he perfe<Sl!y 
agreed ; it was a very prudent and proper reftridtion. Another 
matter he defigned to introduce was this; at prefent the com¬ 
pany were obliged to fend copies of all their difpaiches from 
India, but not of any of the orders and inftrudHons which 
they fent out. He meant, therefore, to infert in the bill a 
claufe, obliging them to (hew to the Lords of the Trcafury, 
or the Secretaries of State, all their inftrudtions to their fer- 
vants that related to their political and military condudt; and 
to add farther, that if hts Majefty thought proper to fignify, 
through his Secretaries of State to the Diredors, any order re¬ 
lative to the particular condudl of the company’s fervants, in 
regard to the ppfecution and managcihent of the war in India, 
or to the political direftion of affairs, or to any treaties with 
the powers in India, or to the political direction of affairs, 
or to any treaties with the powers in India, that the Diredt- 
ors {hoxild be obliged totJbey fuch order, and to fend it but 
to India immtdiateiy* The grounds upon which he relied 

the 
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the nectflifr for thi? rejruhtron was, that a<? the wars ift 
Jndia might ma.cri.illy aitcit this country, his M.ajefty, as the 
executive btanch of the Ijritifh government, ought to inter- 
kre whenever he faw occafion, and to h|ivc ‘the political con¬ 
nexion.'’ and alliances in India regulated in fuch manner as 
fhouKl fcein iijolt Idcely to be of fervice to the general welfare 
(d the flare. The above regulation, his Lordfhip (aid, 
could not be objected to on the fcore of its giving minifteis 
d.ii extc*nfn*n of influence or patronage, becaufe undoubtedly 
it gave them none ; on the contrary, it was a matter not 
veiy dcfncable to minifters, becaufe furcly the power of giv- 
iiji: orders and compelling the direC^fors, and others under 
them ro obey them, without being likely to advance influence, 
impol'cd refponfibility w'hich no minifters would be very anx¬ 
ious to defire. 'I'heie was another thing which he intended 
to prtkpiTt; ; by law, all the (ervarits of the company were 
prohibited from receiving prefents in India; if they did, fuch 
pieft-iits became forfeited to the diitftors ; but as the d.rec¬ 
tors were Srtihtr backwa' d in availing thcmfclves of this law, 
he would provide, that if, during a given period, the direc¬ 
tors (liould not claim thofe prefents as their right, the A|?for* 
ncy-(.jeneia! fliould be impowered to inform againft thofe 
wbo hijd received prefents, and claim the prefents as the 
propelty of the Crown. He thought it would be a dcfirable 
ol’jtvSl to cHablifh a court of judicature in this kingdom, to 
hear and deterruine, in a fummary way, all charges of peccu- 
lation and oj)preiHoi» in India : but as no plan of fuch atri- 
bun.-il hau been as yet drawn j and as the bill was merely 
temporary, it would not be proper at prefent to make any 
regularlon except of a temporary natui'C. There were other 
regulations of Ids importance which it was needlefs for him 
to flate then, as the Houfs would have a full opportunity of 
examining and difculBng them, when they were properly be¬ 
fore them in the bill. With regard to the Supreme Court 
of Judicatuie, as that matter was already in the hands of 
, other gentlemen, he would not at prefent fay much upon the 
fubjedt. 'I'he jurildi(£lion, as originally intended by Parlia- 
menr, was certainly a Court calculated to produce a great 
deal of good, being infinitely better conftituted than the May- 
' or’s court i f Calcutta ; fince being a dependent jurifdicStion, 
the fame equal juftice was not to be expected from it. The 
ad of Parliament, when tt arrived in India, ha l been defined, 
an4 defined contrary to the intention.of the legifiature, when 
it pafled the bill; much evil had, he believed, arifen, in cont- 
fequence ; at the fame time undoubtedly much good had alfo 
VoL, HI, F f f arifen 
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arifen, for the principle upon which the court was cftahlifiied* 
Was heyond clilpute laudable and neceiTary ; the poor natives 
were to be protcvied from opprcllion, and perhaps there were 
Europeans who had not hnmanlty enough to refrain from 
opprefiing an innoceftt people if they had not been reftrained 
by this court. He recommended it therefore very enrnedily 
to the cpnfuleration of the gentlemen, who were to bring in 
the bill to explain and amend the aft of 1773? to pay great 
attention in drawing it to the original conftvtution of the Su- 
j^rcinc Couit, the powers which Parliament intended to 
to invcfl it with, and in what manner and in what degree 
its jurUdiftion had been extended impropeilyl At length 
„ his Lovdfliip concluded with moving the rcfolution to 
the fdllovying purport, “ that it is the opinion of this com- 
tnitrcc, that leave be given to bring in a i>ill to allow the 
liuliii company to continue their cxclufivc trade to India, 
to manage the territorial acquifitions and poifclllons in Afn, 
and to receive tlie revenue arifing therefrom, for a time to be 
limited; and tliat as foon after the 30tli of March 1782 as 
pohible, ' an account of the net profits from the 30th of 
M^rch 1781 to that day, be made up and laid before harlia- 
ine^, and tiic net profits refulting to the company he thus 
appropriated. 'J'he company to have the firfl: eight per cent, 
on ihcir capital ftock, then the public to have all the furplus 
if the profits ibould, on the whole, be under or equal to lix- 

, tt en per cent, but if more than fixteen per cent, then ilic pub¬ 

lic to take eight per cent, and to have a moiety of the furplns, 
one per cent, out of it to go to the increafe of the company’s 
dividend, and the remainder to be applied to the dil'charge of 
the company’s flock debt.” 

Cen. Cieneral rofe, immediately after the motion bad been 

read by the chairman, and faid, if, for a moment, he could 
foiget the place in which he ftood, and the high ilatioji and 
charafter of the noble lord in the blue ribbon, he fliould 
have been apt to imagine that he was at Guildhall, and that 
the noble lord was a commifiioner of bankrupts, for he could 
not conficlcr the refohition now moved, as well as lire gre-atefl 
part of what the noble lord had faid, any otherwife tlian as a 
(:ommifii'>n of bankruptcy ifTued out againfi: the Eafl-India 
company ; from this remark the General proceeded ro affia t 
that it'was impoflible the company could ftand if fo much 
of their money went to the public. A pofitiou he endeavour¬ 
ed to maintain, by ftating that a confiderable portion of their 
apparent profits was in faft the right their creditors in 
1 ‘ India, 
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India, and ouglit to bo appropriated to tlic difdvarge of the 
groat debt incurred by carrying on their wais ; they owed at 
profoiit, ho laid, 1,400,000!. at leafi, and liow w.is that debt, 
daiJy aiid hourly increaling, ever to be diminilhed, if the noble 
lord infiOcd on having that money, which in juflice and in; 
honour ought to go to the dilcharge of tlie debt incurred. Ho 
adveited to the lord-advocate’s fpeech ot ^V^.^tlne^day lall, and 
reprobated the argument advanced by the b anicd lord, th..c 
tlje cont'ecjLK'nce of rnllering 1,100,000!. to remain in tise 
company’s coders would be, that tlic Alialic plundeiers 
would fend over an inundation of bills upon the company. 
'I'he ide.i, he declared to be wholly unfounded. The utmoll 
that cc'iild he drawn for, by the company’s fcrvaiUs, was 
3?o,coo]. But tl’.e whole of the learned lord’s fpcecli, what¬ 
ever lervice it might do, the noble lord in the blue ribbon 
lu re, would, if it got over to India, produce mucli miicliief. 
He laid, he was amaz,ed at the inconfiitcnt and contradidforv 
language bt.}d by the noble lord at difierent times , after wlirit 
lu; had talked !n;1 the ritlier day of the danger and had confe- 
ijuences of pei iTiitting the company to borrow money, Jiehttjc 
<.ap<"( 51 :ed to hear liiin hand up, and be liimlelf the mover of a 
|lio]>ofhlon to empower the company to borrow 5O',cO0i, 
He law, Ifowever, the intention of tlio propolitioj'.; it was 
tins, the noble lord empowered them to borrow, ineulv that 
they mighr have an opportunity of paying the pubjfc thvlr 
lharc of I’ne profits, 10 that, in huff, the money horrtnvcd uas 
k-to go to make up their dividend ; this lie called a milchicvous 
idc;a. But Inch \YOuld be the mil'erable ftau* of the toinpanv's 
aHhirs, in confequi'nce of the noble lord’s intended regulations, 
that he dedaied, he would be the man to advile the company 
to give; up their diancr, to lhare and divide the little thev* 
liad lelt, and to carry on the trade no longer. With regaid 
to the ad of 1773, experience, the tell of truth, proved, "that 
the <ixecution of that ad in India had been pregnan* with 
much evil; and when it was confidered that the governor 
general had taken up arms again 11 the decrees of the Ibpicmo 
court, their needed little aigument to prove it. 'rhe noiilr; 
lord, he ohl'erved, had an idea of jiving more power u> 
governor general; if the noble lord knew as much of t jie abule 
hjf power in India, by thofe who had been entruifed with ir, 
as lie did, he was fuie lie wcwId alter his opinion, and rather 
think it wife to lefll’ii than to encreafe the power of any j>erfon 
ill high-office there. 'I’he noble lord had farther tlirown out 
; idea of making the Court of Diredors fubjed to the or- 

' * r.' X' r ^ •' 
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dersof his Majefty, delivered by his iecretaries of ftalc, anti 
had faid, it neither gave minifters patronage nor influence; 
the aflertion was ridiculous, when it was notorious that tor 
years paft, there had not been a fmgle appointment,» which 
was not managed for minillers, either thiough the influenen 
of the noble lord in the blue ribbon, or another noble lord 
in a high office. He reprobated the idea of making the di- 
•reiSfc'ors ihew their difpatches to miniflcrs; it would make a 
chaps of government by placing power in one place and ro(- 
pofiflbility in another. But he was at laft come to an idea to¬ 
tally contrary to every idea he had entertained ot the Kaft 
Indi a company for many years. He had broached that idea 
at the India Houlb, and he would fpeak out, and deliver it in 
that Houfe, It was this; he declared to (jod, lacW had been 
the conduft of fomcof the direftors for »l;e lafl. nvc ycais, 
that he wiihed the entire management of tlu; company were 
taken out of their hands, and put into the hanJb of govern¬ 
ment ; and for this reafon, in conducing affairs of i'uclr vaft 
magnitude and importance there ought to be rerponnldiity 
fomevvhere j at prefent, as matters were i(.iilec!, one power 
was lodged with the direftors, another vt iih llic minilfcr, and 
fo on; there was no refponfihliry at all, and it was a iiu ic 
jumble of contradi£tlons. The General faid, another of the 
rclblutions fuggeflcd by the no'dc lord, was a great liardfhip, 
and that was obliging the company to pay the King’s tr'vops 
and fliips crews out of their territorial revenues; he dclired 
to know why our pofleflions in the EaR-Ineics were not en¬ 
titled to be proie£led at the public eKpcnce as much as Ja¬ 
maica, or any other part of the empire, ? it har) luxn gnic- 
rally agreed that no part of the pofleiTions of (ireat-Bniain 
were more valuable. He laid he was glad, however, that 
the noble lord had k> far changed his mind a» to bring in a 
ibort bill for continuing the exclufive trade, &.c. to the com¬ 
pany for another year; it wa$ wife, and he willied the reft 
of the noble lord’s' intentions were equally wile and equally 
luftifiable. The contrary however was the cafe, and fo fully 
conviilced was he of the bad tendency, nay, of the cruelty 
and oppreffion contained in the refplulion wltlch the noble 
lord had jofl moved, that he was dctemiincd not only to o))- 
pofe it then, but in every ftage in which he could oppofe it, 
He treated as cliildifli the idea of taking 600,cool, by one 
vote fro^n the company, and giving them by another leave 
to borrow 500,000!. and in a wordj Ibonef than fubmit 10 
fuch a participation as the noble lord had dderibed, he would 

adviiii 
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{ulvile ihe company to furrendcr their right to the exclufive 
trade, and not continue a branch of commerce by which they 
muft lolb. 

Mr. fhijjcy faid, Itc did not get up to oppofe the refolu- W*"- 
tioii, becaiifo as it was only iniencled'to pals a bill for a year, 
and as the noble lord well knew that the dividend could not 
be more than eight per cent, it wasinot of any fort of cord’e- 
<pience what refolutlon was iiiaclc that related to participating 
more tiian the full tight per cent, but undoubtedly in a per¬ 
manent bill it oiioht to be confiJercd bv the noidc loid and 
tlie ilouft, that Inch a regulation would rob the j^ropriftors 
of all hope that their dividend Ihould ever exceed eight per 
cent, anil the pvojincrors ought to hz confidcred as well as 
the public, as tiie fortunes they enjoyed in the India ftoek 
v.'i.’e bdd out there under the idea that more than eight per 
cent, might b»c made of their money, though upon au average 
of ninetceen years tint dividends had not exceeded that ium. 

He Ivcrtcd to the buijnt‘lRolWcdnefday,ancl alkcd once moie, 
by wiiat ri<';ht the nidile lord took the 6oo,OOOl. from the 
company, fur he lud made out no right as yet. Mr. Huffey 
laid tart'iur, that lie lole to fpcak for thole who were nut 
prL lent tu lake cate of ihemfelvcs, the Iionefl proprietor, wdjo 
iiad laid out hi:, monev fairly, and run rdl the rifk. of lolintt 
it, and now whvn an adivantageous ret.'rn was likely to lie 
obiaiiufl was about to l.e unjuilly ilrprised of that gain be 
was every way entitled to. lly rlic honed propilctor, Mr. 
Huhey laul, he di<! not mean ofhee-clerks and dependeius 
on government, v\]io purcliafcd two thoufand poumls flock 
to gei. rhemUves made dirc^lors, merely for the purpofe of 
rnaiKig'.Mgand carrying the nimlilcr’s jobs. 

Mr. Ithua/l J'puke gieatly in commendation of the noble Wr. 
loril in the blue libbon, lor having, turned his attention lately 
to lb important a eonlldcration, as the welfare and profperity 
of tilt; Jfntilh empire In Afui. No part of our polleirions 
better delerved the noble lordks coniidcratioa and care. He 
took notice of the dclponding Oilc in which the gemlemeu 
had talked of the prclcnt ftare of the company’s affairs abroad* 
and laid he differed totally in opinion ; be law no rcalon to 
defpond, his hopes were far from funk, although it was true, 
that 111 confequence of Hydcr Ally’s fuccefies, our intercll 
and concerns in India were in a very different fituation from- 
^ that glorious one to which we railed them laft wav. In or- 
* dec to fliew' that there was no Sccafion tQ del pond, h« went 
over a hiflory of ^thc various wavs carried on in India for the 
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^ laft half century, pointing out that our affairs there were in 
a much worfe pofturc in 1756, 1757, and 1758. He ftated 
the various defeats, and tiic various battles we had loft, no¬ 
ticing alfo our having been driven to the gates of Madrafs, 
and even befieged within the walls of Fort Si. George by 
Monfieur Lally. He contrafted thele diOiiters with the vic¬ 
tories we had won, the towns we had taken, and the immenfe 
wealth ivc had amaft'ed. In the courfe of liis fpcerh he de¬ 
clared, that he had not a doulit in his mind as to the right 
the public had to the territorial acquilitions; and he fatd, if 
gentlemen would confult Grotius, Puffendorf, and oiher 
writers on the l*ubjc£l', their fcruples, he was furc, would be 
entirely removed. 

SgSfksfCf Th-C SnUciior-Gcttcra! though he cert.iinly was not as 
much mailer of the lubjcit as fevcral of the gentlemen W'ho 
fat on the other fide of the Honfe, he could not icfrain from 
facing a few words. He then defended the nolle lord’s ar¬ 
gument, and his pvopoficions. He faid, the rel'oiulion that 
the 6oo,f ool. llioulci be paid into the Exchequer was not 
the urging of any nc’*v claim, but merely the putting in 
force two rcfoluiioas of that Houfe, agreed to about Icvcn 
years ago, and ftanding upon the Journals, 'lhat therefore' 
every argument on the icore of the diftrefs of the company, 
and the unproinifing profpeft of its affairs, fell to tlie ground, 
and did not in iheleaft affecl: either the jufticc or propriety 
ot the'cjueftion agitated and determined by the commiilec 
laft Wednerday. It w'as the noble lord’s duly to bring for¬ 
ward that refolution ; and even fuppofing it poftibic, that the 
very day aftcr^the money had been paid into the Exchequer 
fuch fliould be the real diftrefs of the company, that they 
lltould require twice as much affiftance from government, he 
lliould ftill hold that It was the noble lord’s duty to take the 
money, although at the fame time he fhould think him guil¬ 
ty of a very high crime indeed, if he did not aftift the com¬ 
pany the next day with every fliilling they wanted, ftiould 
the Treafury have fo much money at command. With re¬ 
gard to the pi efent propofiiion, it w^as fair, juft, and equi¬ 
table. The public had an undoubted right to a participation, 
and after eight per cent, was fecured to the company, they 
had no caufe, in his mind, to complain if the public ihould 
take that proportion of the furplus of the profits which the 
rclbliJtion then under confidcrati< 3 n gave them. 

, As to what an honourable gentleman (Cfencra! Smith) had 
faid, in refpedt to the noble lord’s idea of mferting a claufe 
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in the bill, to oblige the dire< 5 lors to fubmit thc«r orders and 
inflroftioiis to the fecictaries of flate’s infpc^ion, previous 
to their being Tent to India, and alfo in rcfpe£l to what had 
been thrown out in regard to the dirgftors being obliged to 
obey the King’s orders, nothing could be more rcafonable, 
nothing more neteli’ary. Did gentlemen confider that the 
very exiflcnee of this country might be deftroyed by any 
misfortune in India, aiiling from unwife, impolitic orders 
being lent out to the company’s fervants. The wars carried 
on there were not merely wars againft Indians and the na¬ 
tives. The powers of Europe were at war with us in India ; 
the I rcnch were at war; the Dutch, in all probability, would 
be at war with us; and therefore, as he had licforc laid, any 
material dlfafler in Afia might lead to the dcllruftion of 
Circat-Britain. To enforce the regulations propofed was 
not to overhaul and manage tlic trade coneerns of a parcel 
of merchants ; it \vas a very diti'erent thing ; it was merely 
to guard againfl evils of a mdiiarv and political, not of a 
mercantile and commercial, nature. In one part of hisfpeech 
Mr. Solicitor recommended it to gentlemen, better acquaint¬ 
ed with hu]ia*than he was, to endviavour to put a flop to 
that rapine and plunder piaflilcd by the fubjefts of this 
country, who, after being in India on'y ts'-o or three years, 
came home with fortunes of from one to five hundred thou- 
Jand pounds, and bore ihcrnfclves with fuch infblcnt triumph, 
and fueh confeioufnefs of the fuperiority their ill-acquircd 
wealth gave them, that they afllimed more than the firft 
nobles of the kingdom. By their rapacity, pra£lifcd under 
the idea of obtaining prefents from the Indian princes and 
nabobs, they had, he faid, for many years, been difgracing 
ns as a nation, and making us appear in the eyes of the world, 
no longer to be the once-famed generous Britons, but a let 
of banditti and robbers, bent Iblcly on rapine and plunder, 
witnout cither honour, iufticc, or even common humanity* 
He mentioned a plan which he had formed to prevent pcc- 
culatlon in India, which was to oblige the feve'ral governors, 
and other perlons in public fitiulions in India, to remit what¬ 
ever money they might acquire there in their own names, 
and to give an account of the means by wliich they acquired 
it, T. heir falavies were known ; they were not allowed to 
trade, and all prefents were declared to be illegal; whatever 
therefore was properly gained, migjjt be openly and fairly 
acebunted for; it would be neccAary to conftitute a court 
armed with fufticient j>o\vcrs to carry on fuch an inquiry. 
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H« did not mean to ftatc, that the courts of crindnaMavfr 
were unequal to the taik of puniniing guilt, but the rules of 
cvicicfice, and the whole form of the proceedings, were cal¬ 
culated for the proteflion of innocence; and though there, 
was realbn to believe that nineteen prifonets out of twen¬ 
ty that were triid were guilty, yet hardly one-third of 
that number w^ere conviflcd. 'I'he nature of the ('fFences 
fharged on the delinquents in India, though , dilgracefnl to 
the charafler of the nation, and extremely iniurious to the 
intcrefls of tiic public, were fuch as wotild be extrenielv dif- 
.ficult, if not iiiipoiliblc, to be proved by tiic flri£lefl buv of 
evidence, under all the local inconvenience which was pecu¬ 
liar to queftions agitated at fo great a diftance from the feene 
of aflion. A great degree of di(crction, and, in other words, 
a degree of mlutrarv power, muft be allowed to tbe court ; 
and tiic queftion muft bo, whether you will fubiiiit to the 
tonnnuation of ofibnee without punifhment, or to the crea¬ 
tion of extraordinary powers, which were neccirary to reach 
the offence ? The cafe was not a fevere one ; men were ap¬ 
pointed to places of the greateft profit, and to fituations 
little fliort of the fplendor and power of monarchs ; and if 
their conduft* was afterwards to be fubjeft to fuch an exami¬ 
nation, they knew the condition on which they accepted the 
truft. 


Mr. T. To^vfijhend faid, he bad no idea of fpeaUng in the 
prefent queftion, but from what he had heard from the lafl 
gcntlciTian, he greatly detefted the idea of a court which it 
vvas nccefl'ary even for the propofer to deferibe to be dilrre- 
fionary and defpqtlc. He hoped no fuch court would ever 
be known in England ; tliere was no fort of iicceffity for the 
creation of inch a one ; and indeed there was a fufficient an-* 
fwer to the idea of crewing fuch a cduvt iri the conftitutional 
declaration, nolttuhHs mutari. There were powers 

already in being, amply futiicient for the puniflimcnt of of¬ 
fences in India, whicli, he had no floubty w'cre great, but 
it was no defeft in the power of punifhment, but the in¬ 
fluence which had prevented any examination or profecution 
of the offences. The criminals came home rich ; they pro¬ 
cured feats in that Houfe, they became dependents and iup- 
portersof th« miniflers; and if any of them fliewed a dif- 
pofition to become independent; a^dnt was given them that 
they might befqucczed; ?ftd they well knew that nothing could 
prevent their being obliged to refund their ill-got fpoilsbut thc 
aiifl ueoce of the mi nifter. Jie compared the idi&a of {wen t i ng a 
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nabob, fuggciled by the learned gentleman, to the chamlre 
tirdent of Loviis XIV. Thebcft means of making a nabob 
harmlcfs on his rct irn, he faid, would be to make it impof- 
liblc for . him to be chofen a member^ of that Houfe, for 
there all the mifehief lay. He warmly oppofed the motion. 

Mr, Dempjier, in a fliort fpeecb, commented on the pro- 
pofed regulations which the noble Lofd had ftated, approv¬ 
ing of fomc, and difapproving of others. He fpoke with 
his ufual candour, declaring that he did not rail againft the 
minifter for his fcandalous negleft: of the company’s affairs : 
if he was harfli, he could only fay, that had the gentlemen 
with whom he generally adfed, been guilty of the fame ne¬ 
gligence, he fhoiild have reprobated their conduft much more 
harihly, becaufe they were his friends. He lamented that 
the noble Lord’s propofitions would make the breach between 
government and the company much wider than it was, and 
put the profpeft of an amicable agreement (which every 
body who had any regard cither for the public or the com¬ 
pany, mull ardently willi for) at a greater diftance. He 
advii'ed making the a£t extend to two years, and not confine 
it to fo Ihort a jieriod as one yeai only. 

Mr. Bijupjjton Roufc faid, that as he wiflied well to the Mr. 
profperity of liis country, and the i'uccelsful management q( 
its Afiatic trade ; he was anxlons to fee an amicable accom- ' 
inodation made between the public and the company upon 
luch terms as fliould be rcafonable for every party concerned, 
hut that fevere conditions Ihould not be forced upon the 
company ; and he laid this without meaning to deny that the 
public might have a right claim upon large territorial acqui- 
iitions obtained by any corporate body, upon the renewal of 
its cxclulive charter, but he could not acquicfcc in the pro¬ 
priety of taking away from them arbitrarily the wealth whicli 
remained in their treafury, at the expiration of the term for 
which it had been granted* He exprefled his concurrence in 
the fentiments thrown out by an honourable gentdcnian who 
had fpoke a little before him (Mr. Purling) wirii regard to the 
terms the noble Lord propolcd, and carneftly recommended 
to thofe who had weight in government, and to the Houfe, 
to grant the proprietors a fair participation of future profits. 

He could wilh the dividend to be allowed the proprietors had 
not been limited fo ftrifWy to eight per cent, as the company 
wquld now have no chance of greater benefit, either to keep 
up the value of their ftockj or as an incentive to the careful 
management of thofe.important concerns; and although they 
VoL. III. Ggg could 
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could ntcveir jeceive more than eight* would fee even that 
rendered precarious by various contingencies. Upon the 
ideas intimated by a learned gentleman over the way, he 
thouglit it behoved him to fay, as one who had held oiiiccs 
in ijcogal, that for his part he would wifh to Tee no offender 
fereened from juftice ; he ffiould never oppofe any fair and 
equitable regulations for the prevention of abufes or punilh- 
ment of crimes; and fomc claufes would lx; propofed by the 
committee, of which he had the honour to be a member, 
which would conduce to thofe objefis; but, as a country 
|',cntleman, who had learned from his forefathers to fet a va¬ 
lue upon the liberties of this country, he muff declare him- 
fclf llrongly averfe to any new and diferetionary mode of 
trial, wbteh fhould go to make ferutiny and inquifltioa into 
the private fortunes or concerns of individuals ; more efpe-* 
cially if it were to be conduftal by any other than the con- 
ftitutiosial courts and independent judges of the nation. 
}Xr.J>ariin^. putUrtg faid, it would be impoffible for the company 

to go on unlefs they were fuffered to borrow the 500,000!. 
He" ftated, that when, in confcquence of want of cafh, the 
company had been obliged to apply to the I'reafury, to in- 
* treat they would give them lime to pay their cuftoms and 

cxcife, the Treafury always put them to a heavy cxpence, 
exading fix per cent, ifitcreft. He alfo fpoke fliortly to the 
general queflion, and faid the direftors had done their ut- 
tnoff ro bring torward an amicable agreement; that it was 
whar he and every friend to the public muff wifh for. 

Sir William Sir H'lilium Jum£s i}X)kc to the fame effeit. The two re- 

folulions were now fcvcrally put and agreed to. 

The committee therf adjourned, 

Jpril 28, 

l^ra Ji‘a, Lord Bsamhamp requefted that the Houfc would favour 
iJtanf. ihitn with their‘attention on a fubjeft in which the dorneftic 
happinefs of thoufands was greatly intcrefted. A dccifion, 
which ha^l been made during the courfe of the lali week in 
the Court of King’s-bcnch, rcfpeftrng the validity of mar¬ 
riages in certain cafes, muff necefiarily be alarming to the 
public* Tire cafe hq alluded to was this; a pauper having 
been fenr,' with his wife and children, from one parifh to 
another, claimed in the latter a fcttlemcnt for his family. 
The ovciiecTS! of tfie poor, inffuenoed by the great number 
of his children, refufed to admit die claim ; and confnltmg 
with, an attorney, we»e hdvifbd by him, to perfevcrc in tfacw 
rcfuial, hecaure,. from the circuiwftancqs oi the man’s onar- 
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riage, the children were hazards. The clt-cumllanres W'cre 
iimply tbefc; that the marriage Jucl been celebrated in con- 
i’cquence of the. publication of banns in a chaj>el which was 
not in being at the time when the Marriagc-a£t was paifed, 
the cafe was brought, by certlarari^ into the King’s-bench; 
and there the jnclgcs had unanimoufly agreed, that according 
to the letter of the law, no marriage was valid if the banns 
were puhllflied in a church or chapel which was not ftantling 
at the palling of the Marriage-aft ; or whic^ had not been 
l)uilt upon the feite of a church or chapel m which banns 
had been publiflied previous to the cnafting of that law. 

Many marriages had been celebrated in chapels of this fort, 
faid the noble lord, and families of children have been the 
fruit of ihdl' marriages; all the tender charities of life, ari,- 
fing from fuch unions are valid in the law of nature; hut in 
fovG confciciituv muft be illegal, becaufe informal in the eye 
of the municipal law of this country. The conlcqucnces 
that would follow :i rigid conftruftion and enforcement of 
the above-mentioned law w'ere Hiocking to the imagination, 
and when aflually fuffered muft be dreadful. The deareft 
conneftions torn afunder, and the innocent offspring of thole 
innocent conneftions rendcieJ illegitimate. How far thefe 
evils might extend, could not be accurately afeertained; but 
it was evident that many worthy people were liable to them 
as the law now ftood; his lordfnip therefore hoped that the 
Houfe would think if their duty to amend it. That it re- 
(fpired, and called aloud for amendment, was obvious to the 
common fenfe and natural feelings of mankind. InAucnced 
1))' thefe, a court of juftices, waving the literal interpreta¬ 
tion of the law alluded to, had juftifted and defended the 
batty accufed, in the parifh above mentioned. But the 
(caufe vi'as appealed to the court of King’s-bcnch, who could 
bo no otlier than reverfe the fentence of the juftices, and de¬ 
cide in favour of the appellants. The judges had made their 
bccifton much againft their inclination; but as the ftatute 

t is of a penal nature, they were obliged to adhere ftriftly to 
c letter of it; their wilhes inclined, them one way, their 
th and their duty led them another ; and difagrceabic as it 
as to their feelings, they had been obliged to make a deci- 
)n that baftardifed thoufands. It was now the bufinefs of 
It legillatnre to provide for the eafe and quiet of families, 
r palling an aft, that fliould legalile-all marriages thatliad 
■en celebrated in the manner above deferibed; and the 
oqfc were bound to do it immediately, left the remedy 

G g g 2 * fk-uli 
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flipuI 4 cocnctop late for fccuring the happinefs of many fa- 
iTiilicSj Vf the decifion fhould be fpread over the kingdom 
before a new aft could be palTccl to counteraft its elfefts, 
difpatch was necefiary, fo he had already prepared heads 
of a bill; and he trufted the Houfe would difpenfe with the 
ilrift obfcrvance of order, and permit him to bring it in 
d'.reftly. He confulccd the judges of the kingdom, and they 
had expreffed their entire approbation of the bill j faying at 
* . the fame time, that it was calculated to do what they them- 
felves would have done if they could* He flattered lumfclf, 
therefore, that no oppolicion would be given to the fpeedy 
progrefs of a bill, vvlilch was abfolutcly necdfaiy; and 
which was brought to the Houfe under the fanftion of tlic 
law Ojflcers. He then moved for leave to bring in a bill, to 
remedy certain inconveniencics arifing from an aft pafl’etl in 
the year 17519 entitled, an aft to prevent Clandcllinc mar¬ 
riages. 

l^ot 6 Surrfj, Lord Surri^y ft,;condcd the motion ; and llrongly recom- 
, mended to the Houfe, a bill tending ro refeue the progenies 
of whole parifties from lllegltcmacy : he alfo txprdicd his 
wlfh that the noble lord would carry his views a little far¬ 
ther, and move for a complete repeal of the Marriage aft. 
In the town whicli he himfclf Jiad the honour to reprefent 
(CarllUe) all the inhabitants, who wanted to be rnanied, 
found k'cxtremely convenient to go a little forther north, to 
a plqce called Gretna Green, where they were unrlc-r no Icg^l 
rcflriftions; and where they flood not in need of licence or 
publication of banns; he was forry they could not find this 
convenience at home; arid that the inhabitants of fouth 
Britain were not in this tefpeft as free as their fellow-fubjefts 
of the north. At the fiime time, he falcl, the city of Carlllle 
would fuffer forngwhat in their traffic by the repeal of that 
'aft, for they reaped confidcrable advantages from the nu¬ 
merous excurfions that w'ere made from different parts of 
Eogknd to Gretna-Green. The travellers came through that 
place'in their journey, and the town was enlivened as well as 
i)enefited by the wedding parties, But this was a fpccies of 
. trade which he was fenfiblc they would willingly forego for 

' the ' more general comfort of freedom in this important 
point, 

|,ff, Fm. Mr, ^ox Ijjoke alfo to the fame.efFcft. The Marriage-aft 
was a difgrace to'the country and to the Statute-book, and 
he fincerely \vifhed that the Icgiflalure would at length ’open * 
^heir eyes to’ |thc true and plain policy pf opsnnefs and ira- 
, ' ' partiality 



A. ijBfi* 0 K . A T S* 4*3 

partiality in preference to pride and avarice, and abollih ^ * 
thofe rcftrifltions which oppreffcd the poor without benefiting 
the rich. The very ohjeft for which the bill had been in¬ 
troduced and pafled into a law was defeated ; for every body 
that could pay for aclraifc and pair could be married in fpilc 
of its provilions. He recommended to the noble lord to 
make his hill go farther. Perhaps .the prefent proof of the 
calamity to which it had given birth might operate with the 
ether i'loufc, who were the chief advocates for the Marriage- 
aft, and tempt them to do that now which they had rc- 
fufed before, to repeal it. 

Lord Beauchamp faid, lie had confined his bill to this pro- 
vifion only that thcie might be no objeftion nor irapediment'^'^^* 
to its palfagc through botli Houfes. If he had carried it to ^ 

other points, obftacics might have arilbn to occafion delay, or 
perhaps to flop its progrefs entirely ; and the danger of this, 
in a cafe which fo loudly called for the immediate interfe¬ 
rence of Parliament, to prevent the ill confequences that 
might arife from the publication of this deciflon, had in¬ 
duced liim to go no farther. It was late in the feafon, but 
in another year a plan might be formed, and a bill intro¬ 
duced, to which the lords might be brought to agree for the 
Tcpcal of the aft. 

Mr. Dcmpjicr loudly reprobated theMarrigc-aft, as being 
cruel as well as impolitic, and difgraceful as well as abfurd, 

Mr. STi/M/fr fpoke of it with all the warm indignation of Mr. Twriwr* 
his Iieart, and faiJ it was fliamcful to the Statute-book. It 
was a breach of religious liberty and an incroachment upon 
the natural freedom of ihe fubjeft ; and if no body elfe would 
undertake the talk, he declared that he would himfclf in ano- 
thcr year bring in a bill totally to repeal that aft:. 

Lord Mahmi laid, that if the Houfe of Lords would notW*W4)Bwr< 
agree to the total repeal of that aft, there W'cre yet parts of 
it to whicli he thought they would not refufe their abhorrence 
when properly explained, by whieh a partial repeal might at 
leafl he obtained. But in tlie mean time the prefent bill was 
very proper, for he believed there were thoufands of mar¬ 
riages folcmnifed like that now mentioned, which might all 
be called in queftion in confequence of this decifion being 
made known and annulled; a circumftance which furely 
every good man muft be anxious to prevent. 

The bill was thenllrrought in, and read a firfl: time, and 
•©rdcred to be read a fecqnd time«the next day. 


Sir 
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Sit* Philip Jennings Cletrh moved that there Ihould be laid 
before t.hc Houfe an account of the expenditure of the mo¬ 
ney which had Ijecn voted this Icflion for American fulFcrers, 
with the names of the rcrpe£Hve perfons who have partaken 
of that bounty ! The honourable gentleman laid, his rcafon 
for this motion was that he had great reafon to believe the 
diftribution of the money granted for the American refugees 
was exceedingly partial^ and made without any regard to 
their former fortunes, to their Ioffes, or to their preient nc- 
ceffities. So that men who had ioft nothing had now in¬ 
comes of tw'o, three, four, or live hundred a year. While 
others again who had really loft conliderablc eftates were now 
fufFering all the diftreffes of poverty. 

; Mr. Hanley feconded the motion. 

The Houfe were about to divide on the motion of Sir 
Philip, but he at laft gave it up, and the queftion was nega¬ 
tived. 

The Houle then went into a conlideration of the petition 
of the fugar-refiners, praying that prize fugars might be per¬ 
mitted to be introduced and fold in this country 

Previous to this, petitions were read againft their prayer, 
from the Weft-Tndia merchants of London and ilic plimlers 
of Jamaica ; the former being brought up by the lionourablc 
Mr. Marlham, and the latter by Mr. Fuller. Mr. brick- 
dale alfo mentioned an oppofition to it from the iwrth.ints of 
■Briftol, l)ut faid be had yet no petition to prefent from them. 
The petitions of the Weft-lndia merchants and the plant¬ 
ers of Jamaica being read, Mr. Alderman Sazuhridge^ who 
was chairman of the committee for inquiring into the ex¬ 
pediency of granting the prayer of the f'ugar-refiners, who 
petitioned for the importation, &c, of prize fugars, prefaced 
his report from that committee with a regret that Iiis col¬ 
leagues,^ Mr. Haylcy and Mr. Bull were prevented from 
performing an office which they would have performed fo 
much better than hiinfelf. But as this talk had fallen to his 
lot, he would go through it with cheerfulncfs, though not 
with that ability which the fubjefft demanded, and which his 
worthy colleagues would have exhibited. The Alderman 
then def<;ribcd the importance of the fugar inanufadlure as % 
fourcc of public revenue ; its prefent low ftate, and the dan¬ 
ger of its being loft to this, and paffing into the hands of 
foreign nations: he urged the extreme difficultly of recover-, 
ing any branch of manufacture or trade, after it had been 
feized on by any other people; after it had gone into another 
chanoe} than it$ old one, and aft(?r the world was acepftomed 

to 



A.ijSt, -DEBATES. 4»j 

to look for it in a new quarter as its natural market. Tha^ 

Only thing that could prevent this evil to this nation would 
bo to enable the fugar-refiners to manufacture and fell that 
commodity as cheaj) or cheaper than any of our neighbours} 
and to this end the importation and ufe of the new materials, 
taken from the enemy by way of prizes, were highly condu-* 
cive. It would be laid, he was well aware, that the Wefl- 
India planters had been great fuHercrs by the prefent war, 
and that policy, as well as humanity, required that ParJia-i 
nuuit ihouid cheiifli by all means, and fiiHer plantations, 
from which lb great henehts had arilen, and might arife ta 
the public. The country gentlemen, he affirmed, had fudered 
more in the courfe of the pielent war than theWeft-lndia plan«> 
ters. 'I he illands that we had loft had leflened the amount 
of imported iligars by thirty thoufand iioglheads; a quan¬ 
tity that could be only replaced by prize lugars. But farther, 
the interell of the jdaiitf’r and the manufacturer of fugar 
wrere the lame; for the raw" material was of no value to the 
planter unlefs it was manufactured in this country ; and it 
would not be manufaclured. nor w’ould tliere be anv demauil 
tor it, it the fngar-rtfiners lliould be obliged to give over their 
huliaefs, and bellow their time and money in other entcr- 
pri/cs. He did not think it neceflary to Hate the cafe at 
large in the prefent Hage of it. All that he fliould obfej've 
was, that the allegation.*; of the petitions had been, clearlv made 
out and fully ellabhihed. 'I'he number of houfes m this 
country for relining fugar hail decreafed tvom 140 to loo; 
and tliofe which remained could not work above two days in 
the week. Mr. Sawbridge then read the report of the com¬ 
mittee on the petition from the fugar-refiiiers, aitd moved, 

“ that it ihouid be referred to a committee of the whole 
Houfe.” 

Mr. Dempjler faid, that he would either make an amend-Mr. 
mem to this motion, by inferting the words, “ this day three //.r! ' * * 
monthsor, what was the fame thing, would oppofe the 
motion without any amendment, and 1 ell ft it in its prefent 
form. He obferved that the moft material allegations in tlie 
petition of the fugar-refiners were neither lupported nor at¬ 
tempted to be fupported by any evidence. For example; 
the alTertion, that the Weft-lndian planters would not in any 
lefpeCl be injured by the importation of prize fugars was 
wholly unproved, nor had any wituelTes been called on tlm 
lubJeCl:. Here be was referred to the Journals of the board 
of trade for their opinion on this matter, which he had looked 
for, but bad rot found it j at leaft he had not found anv o&i- 

Hioa 
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jiidn of theirs that wentdiref^Iy to the point in quellion. He' 
then enumerated the various ^ifadvantages and loiTes under 
which the Weft>lndia planters carried on their bufinefs s en* 
creating freight, higher infurance; the danger of being cap¬ 
tured, the want of America, both as a refource for thofe tiores 
that were necetiary ih, raifing and exporting fugar, and as a 
market for that commodity. And betides all thefe di fad van¬ 
tages and hardihips, which might be called political, they had 
lately been forced to contend with ditiiculties and diiafters 
that might be called natural, as ariting from the elements, 
which feem to have been armed againti the unhappy planters, 
divine Providence permitting phyfical convulfions to co-operate 
with commotions flowing from moral cautis, to afflidl thofe 
illands that have been, for fomc timr, the feat of war by fca 
among the contending powers of Europe. It was a fpettaclc 
truly ludicrous, if any thing could be contidered'as ludicrous 
that was intimately connedfed with matters of fo ferious im¬ 
portance, to fee the noble lord at the head of the 'Preafury 
giving charity to the planters with one hand, and impofing a 
heavy tax on them with the other. But it would be abfurd 
as well as ludicrous to impofe a tax, and at the fame time, by 
invading that monopoly which alone could enable them to 
bear it, wholly to cut off all poffibility of payment. 

The honourable member went into the motives that uated 
the petitioners, and faid many of them had contradted to deli¬ 
ver fugars at a certain price, and now came to Parliament, 
nraying that they might be permitted to buy prize goods, 
merely that they might be enabled the better to comply with 
thofe contradls. For thefe and many other reafons, and particu¬ 
larly the advanced period of the felfion, the honourable gentle¬ 
man faid he fliould oppofe the petition to the utmoft of his 
power; and move, that the Houfe, inllcad of going immedi¬ 
ately into a Committee, fhould poffpone it to this day three 
months. 

Lord Beauchamp flrenuoufly fupported the motion. He 
faid that the exclufion of prize fugars from our market was 
not in confequcnce of any a£l of Parliament* but merely a 
cuftom-houfe regulation ; confequemly, there was no mutual 
compai^ fubfifting with the Weft-India planter, the infraftion 
of which he could complain of, fhould this mcafure be adop¬ 
ted, The honourable gentleman jvho fpoke laft was juftly 
cielebrated for his candour on all occations, but he could not 
now compliment him oh that fcore, when he found him>in- 
ciined to rejefl, in the tirfl; inftance, the report of a committee 
without any inveftigaiion of its merits; Were the petitions 
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Of fo valuable a body of mea as the fufrar-refinefs wholly tlli« 
dcferving of attention ? of were the fa£is theyftated fo very 
trivial that they, were not Worthy of an argument ? What 
were tbefe fa<Sls ? That the importation of raw fugars had 
confiderably decreafed, which was fully proved befofe thO 
committee j that the manufa£lory was^almoft ruined, feveral. 
of the houfes being difmantled, and many of the tradefoien. 
become bankrupts j that the number of boiling-houfcs had 
been reduced from a hundred and forty to a hundred j that 
valuable contradts with foreigners' remained Unexecuted, fof 
want of materials j and fuch were the difadvantages of one 
fpecies and another, under which thefe unfortunate manufac¬ 
turers laboured, that their laft year’s profits did not amount 
to three per cent, on their very extenlive capitals. Having 
afeertained all thefe fadts by evidence in the committee, the 
honourable gentleman thought the proofs ftill defective, be- 
caufe thev had not fbewn the impollibility of our plantations 
being injured by granting their petition ; but furely it was 
neither incumbent on them to exhibit evidence of that kind, 
nor pradlicable to do fo j it was rather the buiinefs of the 
planters, or them agents, to (hew the contrary, which they 
had an ample opportunity of doing, as this bufinefs had now 
been protradted by official delays and other caufes for no lefs 
than eighteen months j yet the parties, on whofe behalf the 
report was to be now rejccied, had not oppofed it in the com¬ 
mittee, With refpedf to the neceffity of exporting prize fugar 
unrefinetj, there was no law whatfoeverthat declared it; this 
neceliity was founded only on a cuftom-houfe reflation, but 
not in law. As to the monopoly enjoyed by the Britifh plan¬ 
ters, of cxdufively fupplying the Britifh market with fugar. 
It was no more founded in law than was the neceffity of ex¬ 
porting prize fugar; and confequently, it could not be thought 
a breach of public faith to the planters, to permit the home 
market to be fupplied for a time with fugars taken from the 
enemy. The monopoly of the India Company was fandliHed 
by law ; and yet in cafe of capture of vcffels laden with tea, 
that article was fold here for home.confumption, and n'>t for 
exportation. The Weft-India planter, no doubt, had fuffered 
by the war; but furely it would be admitted, that the country 
gentlemen had been at leaft as great fufferers; and yet, though 
they had undoubtedly the^ beft claim to an cxcIuGve right of 
fupplying the homc>market with corn; yet in times of fcar- 
ciiy.the/never complained, when Pivrlianicnt opened their 
ports to the importers of foreign corn. 

VoL. h h 
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His Lordllxip vp'ent on to ftate, that the importatinn of fu- 
fftr had of courfc decreafed hy the capture of our Weft-India 
ffianda, the annual produce of whioh was 60,000 bogfheds; 
bm the largeft amount of prize fugar in any one year fmee the 
commencement of the war, bad been only 26,000, confequent- 
“y, by acceding to the prefent propofiiion, there would ftill 
be not hear fo gr,?at an influx to our markets as formerly, and 
the price of the commodity would be muqh more advantageous 
to the planter than before the commencement of the war. It 
would appear from this computation how much the fugar ma- 
nufaiSlory here mufl; have fufFered; for all the former impor¬ 
tation of xaw fugar was confumed by the manufa^lurer; now, 
beiides the impolicy of crufhing a branch of trade, of which 
all Europe was at prefent emulous, and which employed fo 
large a number of people, the intcreft of our revenue was alfo 
concerned, and muft fuffer confiderabJe diminution by the 
want of this commodity* But he trufted that the importance 
of the manufacture itfelf would be a fufEcient motive for its 
encouragement; that it was important, had, be believed, ne¬ 
ver been denied, except in fome late publications, which, 
with an illiberality that Houfe could not hear without indig¬ 
nation, difparaged the value of the trade, becaufe it was chiefly 
qondu&ed by foreigners* 1 am a good deal diverted, continued 
his Lordfhip, with the fudden revolution there has been in the 
tone pf the converfations of Weft India merchants on the fuc- 
ceiTes of Admiral Rodney againft the Dutch fcttlements of 
Demerary and Iflequibo. At flrft, thefe were of no confe- 
quence, and the important ftiain in which they were men¬ 
tioned in the Gazette, was made a topic of jeft and ridicule ; 
now we hear .of the great value of thofe infant fettlerncnts, 
and of the danger ariling thence to the Weft India planters* 
Here his I*ordfliip recalled to the remembrance of the Houfe 
an attempt that had been made about the year 1766 to raife.a 
fugar plantation on the coaft of Honduras, and the bill that 
had been carried through the Houfe, by the intcreft of Mr. 
Beckford, for preventing the imporiauon into Great Britain 
of fugar raifed in any part of America, His Lordfhip faid, 
that if Martinique or Guadalopc (hould be taken from the 
French, no one would conceive our own colonies to be injured, 
by aiiowing the importation of fugar from thofe iftands; why 
then fhoula it be deemed injurious, when a fmall part of their 
produce was taken at fea, to fell it in our own markets ? On 
the whole, he contended that an oppofuion of intcrefts be¬ 
tween our manufatftures and our planters exifted only in idea; 
t^ae their profperity was built oR the fame bails i and to fuiFer 
a the 
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the decay of tibe brie would chfure the deftru3;toii of the others 
At any rate he declared it would not be decent to diffnifs a 
petition that had for its objeft the continuance of fo valuable 
a trade without fufTcring it to go to a committee. On the 
prima facie evidence of the .petition it juftly challenged the 
attention of the Houfe 5 and therefore in common decency it 
ought not to be ftopped in its way to the committee. 

Mr. faid, that of all his Majefty’s fubjefls, the Mr. 

Woft-India planters had fufFered moft from the preft::nt war. 

The tax that had been impofed on fugar would fall on the 
planter, and he did not fpeak lightly, but from good authori¬ 
ty, when he faid, that in the opinion of many planters, th-it 
tax would be the ruin of the Weft India colonics. He ob« 
ferved, (hat it would he madnefs to invade the rights of this 
monopoly, when, by fuch invafion, the power would be taken 
away of paying the tax impofed. The Weft-India colonies 
had thriven under the prefent colony laws, which it would be 
very impolitic haftily to abrogate. He concluded his fpeech 
with a declaration, chat in his opinion thofe perfons ftiould 
bear a confiderable portion of the taxes, who retired from the 
public fervice with great penfions and finecures. 

Mr. Fox fpoke ably on the fame fide. The noble lord, he Mr. Fmv# 
(aid, hadaccufed his honourable friend (Mr. Dempftcr) with 
want of candour on this occafion, though he allowed him to 
pofiefs that quality in general; for his own pafrt, he thought 
his friend fuinetimes too candid, and was never more inclined 
fo ngrcc with him than when he was leaft fo. In this day's 
bufi.nefs, however, he bad ftridily adhered to candour, meeting 
the petitioners in the proper ftageof the bufinefs, and oppofing 
them on the faireft grounds imaginable. The opprefiive con- 
fequencos of the war on our Weft-India plantations was more 
intolerable than Coijild well be deferibed ; befides all the loiTes 
they fuftained, the price of (hipping and infurance was enor- 
moufly increafcd, and the expeficC of their home-defdnce was 
greater in proportion than that of Great Britain ; the idand of 
Jamaica alone expended'hnnually i6o,oool. though her eftab» 
liflimcnt before the war was only 6o,ocx)l. What then was 
to be the equivalent for fuch burthens; how were they t6 
ftruggle againft all the calamities of war, but by taking ad¬ 
vantage of any cafual hi^ price which tjieir commodities 
might bear in our market i But, inftead of this, new innova¬ 
tions were now attempted, by which^ every profpect of fup- 
j>orf would be defeated in future; and this on no other plan 
hut a temporary fcarcity of fugar, which the events of war 
alone had produced. Cur convoy laft year had been taken, 
arjd in confequence of that, there could not be found (hipping 

H h b ^ * to 
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to tranrport the growth of our iflaiids; but it was univerfally 
admitted, that the crop now on hand exceeded every thing 
that had been remembered; and, in a ihort time, a fleet was 
cxpe€led with an amjde fupply for our markets. 

7 'he noble lord had called the non-importation of prize- 
fugars a mere cuftoin-houfc regulation, and therefore thought 
the rule might cafiiy be difpenfed with -, but he muft inform 
his Lordfhip, that a compafl more folcmn than any aib of 
Parliament could create, made that rule not to be infringed ; 
for we had monopolifed the produce of our plantations, by 
unnatural reftriftions on their trade : this was the only coun¬ 
try in Europe in which they w'cre permitted by our laws to 
fell their crops; furcly then, by every principle of rcafon 
and natural juftice,* they fliould alfo have an excluhvc accefs 
to our markets, a monopoly fubflfting on one fide, nccellhrily 
implying a monopoly alfo on the other. There was not any 
written agreement, but there was fomething more fubflantlal; 
there was monopoly againft monopoly. The Weft-india 
planters were confined in the falc of their commodities to Bri¬ 
tain, and Britain was confined to take thole commoduies from 
them, and them only. This tacit bargain was confirmed not 
by words, but by deeds. The planters enjoyed certain pri¬ 
vileges, and for thofe privileges they gave fomething in rcr 
turn, an ample equivalent; fo that there was auid t'ro quo, 
which W.18 allowed in the civil law, to be a fonnal ratifica¬ 
tion of any conpaft pr bargain; but, as it would feem, Par¬ 
liament were finger to feize, but not ready to grant, the ad¬ 
vantages of a reciprocal monopoly. When any thing Is to be 
gained, “ we have a monopoly of your tradebut when 
any-thing is to be loft, and it is faid, “ we planters have a 
paonopoly pf your cuftom,’* it is replied, we have a fupreme 
jurifdiftiou over you, and arc bound by no tacit or implied 
contrafis. According to this doflrine, continued Mr. Fox, 
the Weft-India planters need never read a newfpaper or Ga¬ 
zette; there is no room for the indulgence ofeuriofity. If 
•pny profperous event happens, as the taking of a fugar illand, 
their lofs is evident; fince thereby the value of the growth 
pf their plantations is dimintfhed. If, on the contrary, an ad- 
verfe accident lakes place, and that any of our iilands be 
taken, the planter ftiarcs with others in the lofs. Mr. Fox 
was againft the importation and ufe^of prize fugars for another 
jeafon. He was unwilling to encourage an idea that feemed 
to be of late but too prevalent, that we might make the* lofs 
f pf pur territorial poffcIEons, and of olber advantages formerly 
' enjoyed. 
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enjoyed, by plunder and depredation. The war had on onr 
■) a It become in a great mcafure a ^?redaiory war. But the 
incidental advaniagcs and acquifitions gained in this way 
would never be a lulficitnt foundation for a regular and per¬ 
manent mnnufaftuic. if there ihould be an end to the pre¬ 
fen'. war, (of which he faw not any profoe^l) and that we 
flioukl regain oar ifianuK, or gain any others, there would 
be indeed an incrcafc of the commodity in queflion, V)Ut there 
might be a ntorc enlarged inaikct. In the mean lime they 
were to aft upon tiie piinciplcs of good faith and juflice to all 
the diiTerent ciefcii ^Lion's of Britifli fubjefts, 

lie ohfe-rved, if our runnufaftory was decaying, from 
the I0I.S of oar lilaiul':, and conll-qiicnt want of the coinmo- 
dity, to allow rl;o im])oitatK>n of prr/c fugars could at bell: 
only he. a temporal y and pivc.aiuns remedy; at the conclu- 
fion of the war, fucli a refburcc nudl neccilarily fail; and, 
in ' mean time, pkmder was not an oliglldo bafts of trade. 
Ht milled indeed, tb.it tbe. fug.ir manutailnrc in this coun¬ 
try was !o decay; the rcaion vw.s natural, we were loi- 

ing our ii i’ut we v ‘e not to reftorc that rna- 

jmfa'.ltLae the planter who, prcfuniiiif^ upon the 

had ] lid out their fortunes in fugar plantalions, 
an<l who coidequcntly nuift be ruined if they cannot get 
cxt('n!ivo a market for their cominodity .as their plantations 


aiul fvpcnccs re.',une. 

In llic cviurib t»f bis fpcecli lv» obferved fomc geftnres of 
Lord Nofili, f:o!U \vhich he ptedifted that he ihould have 
the honoii.i of agn - ing with bis Lordfliip on this occafion, 

;uid jJiingly declared, that he fliould not be too fevere on 
the noble lord’s maalurcs in America, for fear of lofing fo va¬ 
luable a lupport. I Ic concluded with trufting that the Houfe 
would not, by a liaUv cb^Oif on 111 favour of the petitioners, 
drive the planters to defperatlon. 

Lord A'liihuvul obiorved, that the planters and refiners were Lord Muit^ 
not the only perfons who ought to be confidered as parties be- land, 
fore the Iloufc; the confumers undoubtedly claimed the at¬ 
tention of Parilameiit. When the noble lord in the blue rib¬ 
bon laid his late tax upon fugar, he faid, that though it might 
be fuppofod to bear hard upon the planter, ftill it Would, in 
the end be paid wholly by the confamer; as therefore the bur¬ 
den of freight, infurance, and tax, fell ultimately on the con- 
iumer, it certainly was»the duty of Parliament to adopt every 
•expedient to give relief to fo great^a body of the community, 
jle contended that it was not incumbent on the fugar-refiners 
jo prove that the 'JVefiTlndia piajiters would fuffer no iofs 

from 
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from theprefent propofition being carried into effedt, becanfe 
it was not ihcambent on them to prove a negative. That 
the Queflion which the Hovife ouglit to conilder, was, whether 
the iituation in w'hich the planters were now was not cejua!, 
perhaps better, than it was fome ye^rs ago. He alleited, 
that the planters, inftead of being lofcrs in all events, as JMr. 
Fox had allcdged, were gainers in all events. He bore a warm 
teftimt>ny to the faith ot what Jiad been advanced with regard 
to the downfall of rents. 

^INu^enf. Far! Nn^ent was clearly of opinion tint the whole difpntc 
between tlic planters and the rdiiiers of fugar originated in 
millaken ^ews of tlicir mutual intorefis, which were iin-^ 
douhtedly the fime. His Lordlliip lUuhrated this pofition, 
at confiderablc length, and made adigreffion on the invention 
of the manufidlure of fugar. Would to Ciod, laid his Lord- 
fliip, that fugar had never exifted. It is a luxury which is 
procured to the Europeans, and their defeendants, by the 
blood and fvveat of thoufands of their fellow creatures, 

But, continued his Lortiihip, fo it is, that fugars are ma- 
nufadured, and will be maiiufa<5Vured. And wliiie we pity 
the poor negroes that arc employed in their cultivation, we 
inuft own that fugar, tliough nor abfolutcly a necefliiry of life, 
ip yet now become fo common among all ranks tliat it could 
not be well fpared. His Lordlliip concluded in favour of the 
i'Ugar-rehncrs. ' 

Mr, T. Mr. T. 7owKfcnd declared, that his mind was open to, and 
of information on tliis fubjed:. T'here was no other 
bias on it th«;i what thcie alway.s was, a bias to prefer the 
public good to every private confideration whatever. He was 
acquainced with many of the VVcE-India planters, and he 
believed he might boalt of enjoying many of their hiendihips. 

As to the fugar-refinors, he difclaimej all acquaintance or 
connexion with them. 

Having fald thus much, he begged leave to obferve, that 
after the various arguments which he had heard urged in fa¬ 
vour of tlic fugar-»’afiners, and fome of which he repeated, he 
thought the lionourable gentleman near liim (Mr. J>mpftor) 
not Ibmidcd, when lie faid that there wms no reafon for going 
any farther in tiiis bufinefs. He endeavoured to Blew that 
tlie matter at leall deferved a full and deliberate difeuffion; 
and with regard to the popular argument agaiiift fuch a dif- 
cuflion, taken from the advanced feafon of tlie year, this ar¬ 
gument could not come wifh a good grace from thofe who had 
ihrted and encouraged the dlfcuflion of the tedious Raft-lndia 
buhnefs. Mi. iownfend took dotice xj£ the great hopes wd 

^ might 
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might place in our Avhen fix fliips of the fine had fi^'^ept 
the land’s end, and canard off the Sr. hhdfatia fleet, and \vheii 
naval affairs were entrufted in fucli hands as thole of the firff: 
lord of the admiralty. , 

Lord Nmh was very pleafant upon the refpe6lablc afltilanceLd. Kortb* 
he had met with this night from gentlemen on the eppofite 
fide of the Houfe. He. would j»ot, he laid, lliew himl'elf fo 
far Infcnfible of chat afliffatice as to make a long fpcx^ch on 
the j>relent occafion. He would, as well he might, fj^are 
liimfelf that trouble, and the Houle an cxercife of patience. 

His Lord/hip began with profe/fing, that after finding his 
fentiments allerted with fo much ability hy a gentleman with 
whom he was not often happy enough to agree, h.e Ihould 
not lb wantonly trelpal's on the attention of the Houfe as to 
argue very difl'albly. He could not, however, coincide in all 
the honourable gentleman’s oijinions, particularly he could not 
grant that the defuod regulation was of a nature in no cale- 
admlffihJe, or bevond the power of Par! }n:nent, the monopoly 
whicli fubfifted was not cflablilhod imbed by any ftatutes or 
written agreements, bat a monopoly which wa.s conffitiUed 
and rendered facred by the arrangements which had been 
eftablilhed and had invariably t.aken place in the public conduifl 
of the n.ation. ft was not fuch that the legiflature could not 
break through it without violating the public faith of iho 
kingdom ; but he maintained that, until there ffiould appear 
a neceflity for deftroying the monopoly, it would not be po¬ 
litic to do it, nor perhaps juft, when the tax upon fugar feein- 
ed to have us balls in this very monopoly, and coniequenily 
encouraged the planters to think that it was in fomc mcafure 
founded in law. The fcarcity and dearth of ibgar, lus Lord- 
ftiip took notice, did not arife from any combination, wdiich 
it might be expedient to diflblve, nor from any peirnanfait 
caule of fcarciiy and dearth, !)Ut from tliole toinporarv caufes 
which had beeen enumerated by Mr. Dempfter and \lr. Fox, 

The unfortunate capture of the outward-bound fleet laft year 
had retarded the arrival of the Weft-India fleets this; but 
there was gfiod reafon to ho[)e that a fleet would fr>on arrive 
from the Weft-Indies, which would greatly lower the price 
of fugars. The honourable gentleman, whom he had in his 
eye, had addreffed to him what he no doubt confidered as ail 
argumemum ad' hominem^ when he Hid that he liad given cha¬ 
rity to the Weft-lndia gentlemen with one hand, and laid a 
tajion them with another. To thii# he would only anfwer, 
that whatever merit or demerit there might be in this, wms 

imputable not to him,* but to rarliainent. He fald, he liad 
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not ^et forgot die habit of oppofing Mr. Fox; he would 
therefore; although he was this night on his oWn fide, ob- 
fer,v.e, that he tliought him in the wrong for blaming the cap¬ 
tures we had made at fea, which he prefumed he cVicl, whert 
he applied to them the terms of plunder and depredation. His 
Lordfliip, by way of apology for not permitting the captors 
of fugar to have their prizes fold and manufadured in (rreat 
Britain, faid that they were not at fuch pains, expence, and 
rifque, in obtaining their fiigars as the planters were in raif- 
ing and fending fugari home. He laid the more valuable the 
prizes the lefs danger there was in making them. Tliough, 

’ on the whole, the manufadurers of fugar might fuffer at ]>ie- 

fent a momentary diftrefs; though their mirnufadure dei’erved 
every encouragement, and they themfelves were a refpedable 
body of the people, yet would it not be wife policy to break 
through the colony-laws, by which the Well-India iilands had 
,fo long profpered, and jvhicb, he hoped, would loon be once 
more in a flouriiliing condition; the caiifes of their prefent 
diftrefs being not permanent and fixed, but temporary and 
cafual, and from which there was a good profped of their be¬ 
ing foon relieved. 

Mr. Alderman SflloiriVj'ir faijj he had now little hopes of 
■ carrying his qucftion. He perceived the bent of the Huufe, 

V notwithftanding the ftrangc coincidences that feemed to take 

place among the different mtmibers ; yet he thought it his 
duty to declare what occurred to him on the prefent fubjefl: 
after having heard fo many fpeakers. There feemed to be two 
different opinions on this fubjeft, Sonr.e gentlemen were not 
for going into the queftion now j others were againft a dif- 
cuflion of it at any time; on each of thefe opinions Mr. 

, . Sawbricige animadverted. 'J'he objedlion, from the time of 

going into the queftio!!, he removed, by obferving, that other 
, buftoefs would neceffarily detain the Houfe for a longer fpacc 

than would be fufScicieiit for the difpatch of that bufinefs; 
and as for thofe who were againft going into it at all, he pref- 
fed them with this, among other arguments j that thofe per- 
fons who had laid out their money in fugar manufadlorics 
* had drawn only 3 per cent, for it, whereas they might have 
had 5 or 6 from the Bank, The noble Lord had given no 
reafon for denying the motions that he thought in any degree 
cogent. The Weft-India iffands forely could not confider 
themfelves as injured by the fale of prize fugars for a fhort 
time in this country. They were fcnfible that they coold 
'; not themfelves fupply the kingdom with all that was wanting 

for 





for our foreign markets, and ^he queftion was wheHier they 
would wifo to adhere fo rigidly to the monopoly as to ruin 
the trade of this country in that article. Surely their own 
intereft as well as that of the refiners required that they Ihould 
preferve the fame channels which they now enjoyed, and not 
fu/Fcr ihp trade to go into other hands, ' 

Mr, EJlivick fpoke to the fallowing eiFedt : in rifing MuSfiwhk 
to <iffer my fentiments to the Houfe upon, the prefent- 
occafton, I do fo under circumftances of much perplex¬ 
ity to tnyfelf} for, Sir, (independently of other confidcra- 
lions ) the Colonies having no reprefentatives in this Houfe* 
but on the contrary a fecmingly determined fpirit of oppref- 
fjon prevailing againft them, I am well aware how idle and 
Ejugatory it would be in any individual to fet himfelf up as 
an advocate for them, in opp'ofition to the interefis of ^ofe 
who have their reprefentatives in this "Koufe; and the more 
cfpecially too, as that advocate might be confidered as being 
aciuated and influenced by views and motives of a private and 
parii.'il nature. 

^Vithrerpecf, Sir, to the Colonics having no reprefentatives 
in Parlunjcnt, what meafures have been hence adopted, and 
v/liai efo.il produced, wc all fee, wc all know i and except 
thof:' who have derived advantages to themfelves from thefc 
rncafjrcs, we ail feel mifrepreftn tat ions, mifeonfi rations, 
facrihe-.-s of the national intereft, of the foreign commefoc^ 
to the I!;tic, narrow, (eififh, internal views of the private 
trad T arc among the afljs, the fatal confequcnces of which 
this ‘ ouniry has fo much to lament. 

An *. Sir, as a proof of this, there needs no better evi¬ 
dence tl'.aa the cafe that is now before us ? It is this t One 


(t;- trie iirft repiefcntatives of the commercial intereft: of this 
kniiidom, fupported hy bis colleagues, I mean the members 
for the city of London, has thought fit to introduce into 
tins floufe a petirion, not only innovating upon a parlia¬ 
mentary fyftem of plantation-law, the wlfdom of which the 
expciience of a long feries of years has manifefted and con¬ 
firmed ; but by fuch innovation to open the door of ruin, 
which has been fo long kept ftiut, upon the only branch of 
commcrcc that is now left of value to this country. And 
Mr. Speaker, for what purpofc ? For the purpofc mediately 
as a bate to catch this ^oufe with, of a little, inconfiderable 
temporary fovenue j but immediately for the purpofc of gra¬ 
tifying the avarice and rapacity of %n unjutt combination of 
individuals'; becaufe reprefented in this Houfe ; for the bene¬ 
fit and. advantage of a few of the honourable gcntleniajn’'3 
Vox.. Ill. I i i trading 
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ttadiriff'confficuents in tlie city of T^ondon, though. Sir, 
fnaixiftfily to the Injury and opprefHon of at Ttaft fifteen 
hundred thoufand other perforis, whofe interefts are meant to 
he farrificed by the adoption of this petition. 

Such then. Sir, being the circumftanccs and Sate of this 
rAfe,,it niay'be well fuppofed that 1 do not me-tn to enter, if 
it were even tegular in me to do fo, inl<> the long detail of 
fa<51s that hai'C been reported to the Houfe by the committee 
tipon the pctitifii that is now before us. Kor, Sir, is it 
my inijntion to trouble the Hf>urc vvitlt any arguments, ckber 
or commercial, upon the fubjci't matter of the peti¬ 
tion itti-Jf; for here too, Sir, as an aiUlitional objedion, 
havii’g been accullomcd to view the poliev of this country as 
rvc{ feeling in fubferviency to its commerce, aiid not, as at 
yrefent, its commerce in fubfeivicncy to it' policy, in fuch a 
field of nrguuuat I mufl confefs 1 am b ' tso meuns piepaitd 
to enter* 

."jur. Sir, at the fame time that I h; vc f.dc! this, at 
fame rime ih 11 fed the unhappy fiiuation c f ihc Colonics m 
♦ his Houfe ; yef. Sir, confidering, as I do, the object (d 
this petition, ret as a niere point of commetcial figu'anon, 
hut as a cafe of jiolicy and a matter of flatc ; wlicn I reflect'' 
that the cxchifivc right ot the Br:rifh 'fugar-colomes lo tne 
jHIrftifh mathtt*;, for the fale of their fugars, is founeltd on 
the faith of the nation; and that upon that faith being 
^loundcd the right which thit Houfe cxcrcifts, and exeicifes 
too with fo heavy a hand, of impbfing duties upon the 
of tliofc Colonies, the violation of that cxclulive right is an 
adual and direct breach of the national faith; when I con- 
fider that this exclufivc right is by no means an ad of gircc 
or favour, but a com pad'of mutual and reciprocal benefit 
a rtd advantage i that it was given on the one hand a‘< an 
encouragement and fecurity to the planter for the rmploy- 
ment of his money in the cultivation-of the colonies, and 
received on the other as a rccomperce for the maintenance 
and fuppoft of the trade and n'avigation of this countiy; and 
that thf'rdore to take away the fecurity, after the conditioa 
of tha-t fecurity hed been performed, is not dclufion onlv, 
but a downrighr, palpable, and unqualified fraud ; ^ I fay, hi •* 
Speaker, in this llaicof the cafe, and under this point of viu w, 
hWever reprefented ihefe petitioners may be, however unre- 
preftnted the colonics ar<“, there is I am ftill left to truU and 

to hone, another principle* in this Houfe b-fidcff the princi¬ 
ple 





And now, o',, ui-.-••.; . jnatter upon ttnS ground, 1 

leave It v.^h' ; ieft, to the wiAlam, t'> the jiiftice, 

and to ih'. ]><• > ^ iliejl-'uife, I Ifavc it to the faith of Par¬ 
liament, w is, as 1 have (aid, 

the r.,t'a.urc that is now propofed. I leave it, Su', «.<'> the 
Witrd and hotiour of the rrnmlU'r, I leave it to the arguments 
of the noble fyOid m t!‘,e blue ribbon, upon a iafcc occafton, 
aieuments which the H«-uJe muft rtmeiiibcr, and the’noble 


Loid idnn<-t fofget j aigumcnts that are decifive againfl the 
prefent per.t'on, though accompanied, as 1 am forry to add, 
with other irgumen’s, which, withoi.t the aid of this peti¬ 
tion, 1 fear, Mr. Speaker, have already decided the ruin of 
the Vv'eft-Inlia iflands. 



Sir, I beg pardon for trefpauing upon the time.and pati¬ 
ence of the Houfc j but, Sir, feeing this petition in the light 
which I tin, not only as fetting up a private intereil againft 
the public good, but in fo doing, as making a dirett attack 
upon,the faith and credit of this Houic; for, in this Houfe I 
luuil- repeat, the colonies have no reprefentatives ; but, as a 
reprefeutative in this kingdom of one of thofe colonies, whofe 
ve'y exiitencf, as a colony, connc£lcd with this country, is 
threatened by this petition ; and, on the other hand, as a 
mearber of this Houfe, anxious and foHcitous for its faith 
anJ crtJi:, I feel it a duty doublv' incumbent upon me to 
refufe mv countenance to a petition which is SvS iiirproper in 
iticlf :is '.t ought to be inadmiflible in this Houfe. 

'The (jueftiun being then put, “That the report of the ^ 
coinmilicc on the petition from the fugar-refiners be now re-p- 
fened to a committee of the whole Houfe,’* there appeared for 
the cjucftiou 62 ; againft it 142 . 

1 his divifion being over, a converfation arofe on the fub- \ 
jccl of the bill, this night moved for by Lord Keauchamp, for 
amending the Marriage-a 6 t. 

Mr. Fox rofe, and begged of Lord Beauchamp to inform Mr. Fiw< 
him on what day his marriage-bill was to be read a fecond 
time. He acquainted the Houfe with the reafon of this in¬ 
quiry, which was, that bethought the ai^ now to be ex¬ 
plained deferved their*moft ferious attention. He wiihed it i ' 
•was pofiible to recall all the argements ufed in fupport of 
that very impolitic law, by which the rights of nature were 
' I i i a . tyrannU 
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'' (ytswnlcajly circumrcribcd, and impediments thrown in th« 
wav of an inftitution which every wife le^iflator (hould fe- 
dufouily epcQurage i when it was prediiled by the oppofers 
of it, tb^its coniequcnce would be rendering marriap;e-con« 
tra£ts insecure, and introducing cndlefs litigations between 
families 5 it was replied, this is impoiUble, for every man 
may look in the and fee at once what mariiagcs are legal 
nnd what the contrary, the proviilons arc too plain to arlmit 
of different conftru^ion*:. But how bad this b*»en venli'-d ^ 
'Thoufand's had been inadvertently bctiaycd into illegal mor- 
riages, and innumerable fuits might be iniiitutcd to try their 
validity ; fo that the peace of individuals would he fhaken, 
and Parliament be obliged periodically to pafs a£ts, fomething 
like thofe of inf-ilvcncy, to legilife fuch nuptuals as had 
improvidentially been made. Of this mturc was ih-* prefent 
bill, and if gentlemen would thoroughly attend to it, they 
would fee at one view the neceflity of lepealing an ab'urd 
ftatute, the mifehiefs refulting from which had been innu¬ 
merable, while every good confcquence the legiflaime hud in 
View was conftantly defeated. 

The Speaker informed Mr. Fox that the bill was to be 
read a fcconJ time on Wednefday, 

Tht Lord The /uOic/ Adv*)cate rofe, and attacked the honourable gen- 
^ocatt. tleman for indulging, as he faid, his hneditary hatred to the 
' I • Marriage-a£t fo far as to forget that not one eoiendatioii 
had ever been found necefTary fiiice it paffed, nor one ill 
confcquence difeovered till thole which gave rife to the pre- 
* fent bill. However, ne did not mean to anticipate the argu¬ 
ment on the fecond reading, or debate a qucflion not now 
before the Houfe. 

l-ordVftr* Lord made a fimilar refervation of his argument on 
the fobjeit, but could not help rifing to piofcfs his dilappro- 
bation of the Marriage-adi. The reftraints upon man rages, 
which did not cxift in that country the learned Lord came 
from, hcobferved, were fevercly felt in this; and coiiitder- 
ing how much a matter of convenience or intcreft the con-* 
nubial ftate was grown by thefc abfurd laws, marriage itfclf 
hardly deferved a better name than legal foinication. 

May' 30. 

Wf* AU* Mr. Alderman Smvhridge rofe to make his annual motion 
for fhortening the duration of Parlia/ticnts. Th*e honoir- 
ablc gcntienian (aid, that after having fo often, without fuc- 
cefs, made this pioporttion\othcHoufe, he could not cntcr- 
^ %Mii any tanguine opinion of the favour it would find in the 
. ’ prefent 



. 

prefent Inft^ce. But he waa fp convinced of the uttllty'^ndi 
the necelEty of the meafure, that he would perfevere in the 
motion annually during the period of hts parHatnemary cac- 
iftence, in the hopes that -that which was right, that which 
was expedient, that which was wife, would at laft be adopU 
ed. He condudeci with moving his ufual propofition. 

Mr. 0 'ilkes feconded the motion ^ * Mr, 

Mr, Charles Turner £2x6^ he could not confent to give 
filentvolcon a qucHion of fo much importance. Without 
this meafurc he was ftiUy of opinion it was impolEble to 
bring back the conftitutioa to its proper energy, and take 
from the Crown that enormous overbearing influence which 
was fo deftrudlive and infupportable. 

He would declare his opinion, that fepterinial Parliaments 
were a ftate firatagem, a court trick, to rob the people of 
their rights. Parliaments were made feptennial by way of 
a fecurity againfl: the Pretender. But there was no fear of 
a Pretender if the King reigned according to the conftitu- 
tion and in the hearts of the people. 'T'he people would 
replace their confidence in that Houfe and in his Majefty’s 
minilters, when they fiiould be reftored to their juft rights and .' ^ 
privileges, which h<5 fincercly wifhed they might be, » 

On adivifion the numbers were, > ^ 

Ayes — —‘29 V:'* 

Noes — — 59 

A petition was prefented from the Eaft-India Company, 
complaining of the late refolution^ and praying to be^heard 
by themfclvcs, or counfel, at the bar. 

It was nidercd to lie on the table. 

Colonel Hartley now role to call the attention of the Houle C(flonel k; 
again to that important fubje£l, vC^hich he had taken the li- f* 

herty of offering in a former year, conciliation with America, 1. 

It would be altogether needlefs for him to go into any argu- ' 
meat to prove the importance of that confulcration. The 
Houfe had been taught, by what they had fuifered, 'by what ; 

they had felt, and by what their conftituents'had exprefted, / 

to know that the continuance of the American war was 
grievous and alarming to the bulk of the people. The -ho- * 

nourable gentleman went into a variety of arguments to prove ' ^ 
the neceflicy of jmpowering his Majefty*s minifters,^arul . ' ,, 

ftrii^ling them to come 50 a negociation towards peace with ^ 
the Colonies. The event, in his opinion, was not impraili- 
caftle. From the circumft^nces whfbh had been ifated in 9 , 

former year, and which ilill eacifted, it vyas known and be- , ^ 
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Sieved that there was an openinfi; for' an amicable fetrlement 
t)f our dilFeren^es, and by which America might be detached 
from her prefent allies. It was the duty and bufinefs ol‘ mi- 
nifteis to talte the advantage of this pofllbility, and court and 
meet the friends which we ftill had in that country, and pro¬ 
mote a reconciliation if it was in fhcir power, H<.' {bted 
that the minifters did not feem inclined to take advantage of 
the opportunity, and it was neccllaiy for Parliament to inter¬ 
fere and to fliew that there was a diTpofition in the leoiflmure 
of this country to meet America on the ground of concilia¬ 
tion. Fur this purpofe he moved, “ That leave be given to 
bring in a bill, to vefl: the Crown with fuHicitiu powx.- s to 
treat, confult, and finally to agree, upon the means of re- 
ftorlng peace with the provinces of North-Amerxa.” 

Sir Philij^ Jennifigs Clerke rofe to fccond this motion, winch 
he faid, he greatly -approved. He touched llijhUy on the 
impoihbility of Ibbduing America to nnconflitutionid fub- 
miffion, and derided the declaration that iind been made at 
the beginning of the prefent unhappy contcll, by a noble 1c- 
cretary of ftate, vvhich was, that while Britain had a flilp 
that'could fwim, or a man able to carry a imiilcet, Ihc ouiiht 
never in found policy to abandon her pretentions to domi¬ 
nion over her Colonics, This fyftem was flill the favourite 
one, and that it might be purfued in ail events every fuc- 
cefs of our arms, acrofs the Atlantic was magnified, while 
all ourdifaflcrs and Ioffes were flKuled and extenuated. The 
late advantage gained by Lord Cornwallis in Virginia, on 
which he preiumed great flrcfs was laid, he fanc ied was not 
of any great importance. Yet fuch tiiMcs had perpetually 
, the rnifcrable cffefl of buoying up our fpirits above the con- 
clufions of fober fenfe and rcalbn. He was much flruch 
with a recent fa£t ; a fnH which mariced ilie charndlt-r, prin¬ 
ciples, and views of the prefent adminillraiion with regard to 
America. It Ihould feem that unconditional fubmiiuon on 
the part of America is ffill their bbieff. For Lpid Dun- 
more (of whom be meant not to fay anv thing perfonal) was 
about to return to his government in Virginia ;‘a man whofe 
public/ionduiJt had rendered him obnoxious to the inhabitants 
of that couiitry, and who could never hope to recover any 
power or influence among them, but by means of power 
that might overawe them into fubiififfion,^ and conquer them 
Fy fear, and not by kin 4 nefs. Sir Philip did not fuppefe iJiat 
niinifler, a miiiifterial man, could defend the propriety 






of oppofing the motion by arguments however they tnight 
oppol’e it by votes, 

A paufe here enfued, and the minilb*y feemed "inclined to. ' 

meet the motion with a lilent vote. . 

Sir George Savilf l ofe, and reprehended this conduct as cx-S 3 r C.S*vU0i 
ccedingly improper and unbecoming. was a bufinefs of 
the uimofl; importance, and fuch as ought to engage the moft 
fcricus conficleration of every part of the Houfe : and he waa 
afton'lhed to fee the minifter lit in fullen lilencc, and not 
deign to lignifvhis opinion or his intentions on fo important 
a fiibjcft. He had waited to the laft moment in vain, cxpefl- 
ing to hear fomtthing from, the oppofite fide of the Houle, 

I'hc honourable iJaroi ct'went into a detail of the various 
and contradiclory opinions and mcafures which had been 
adopted and held by government with refpc6t to the Ameri¬ 
can war. Firft, it was declared to be their deiign to reduce 
America to uncondilionul fulunilhon, and the country gen¬ 
tlemen were proniKed that the burthens of this country 
lliould be leffeiicd by drawing a revenue from that, Firlt 
one of thefe prin: iplfs was abandoned and then the other. 

We then were fig!>ting only to preferve the fuprcmacy of 
this country. Every objcfl for which we ftruggicd was at 
one lime abandoned, and at another refuraed. The molt 
llrange and oppolite opinions were held, and the fame mini- 
fter who declared that nothing lliort of unconditional Tub- 
lulllion would content him, had the effrontery to come down 
to the fame place where he had made this declaration, and 
j>ropofc to Houfe to give up every objeft for which this 
country had ever prerended to conteft, 'I’he honourable iJa- 
ronet urged the ncccllity of the plan now propofed for the 
purpofe of furntfliing miniilcrs with fuch powers as were 
necelfaiy to enable them to profit from any opportunity that 
luiglst prefent itlelf favourable to conciliation. 

Tlie conclufl of the miniftry recalled to his mind a col- 
Icffion of jarrin:^ ma.xims by t)ean Swift on love, religion, 
and politics. He had in every feafon, bright and gloomy, 
tried to induce minlftcrs to make peace with America, but it 
feemed that, “ all feafons, all places, and their change, 
all plcafed alike^ to them, or rather dilpleafed ; for did any ^ 
thing adverfe happen we muft not expof'e ourfclvcs to a iwi'- 
pftn iifu/Jamt But did th!^ fan fliine upon us ; did we gain * 
any <rifling viflory ; oh, wc nvwft not Hop fhort in the mo- 
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jtiicttt o£ yidi^Tj^. ^ie coacluded with aft earneft appeal to 
the Houfe to agree to the iftotion, 

» Lord N»rth thsit he had not felt the neceflicy of rifing 
to ipeak to the queftion propofed by the honourable gentle¬ 
man, as he undet'jftood it to be a tolerable general maxinj, 
that when a lubjeft had been repeatedly dircuffed, and the 
fenfe of the Houie taken and known upon it, it was not 
common to debate it again, but to proceed to a vote. This 
propolition had been twice moved in two fucccllivc lelhons, 
not indeed in the prefent Parliament, but the prefent Parli¬ 
ament was compofed, in a great degree, of gentlemen who 
were members of the laft, and who were perfe£tly acquaint¬ 
ed with the merits of the qncilion. It was undoubtedly very- 
true, that irwas a moft important topic, and it could not 
be fuppoled that mlnifters treated it lightly. But furely it 
was nugatory and ulclcis ; for minifters were already in pof- 
fefGon of all the neceffary powers for treating and concluding 
& peace with Atnerica, if America fliould at any time Ihevv 
a difpofition to meet them, on that ground. The prefent 
commanders were invcllcd with full powers to treat, confult, 
and agree on lire means of eonciliation. There were, in¬ 
deed, certain referved points which, mull: come afterwards to 
be fettled and concludi^d by Parliament, but thel’e referved 
paints could not impedV'*')or prevent'a conciliation if there 
was temper for fuch an event in the people of that country. 
There was yet another argument for eppofing the prefent 
motion, anti it was that tyhich'iveighed mofl of all with his 
Lordfliip, Ihe paHing fuch an aft of Psrllajncnt, as was 
deferibed in the motion, he wtxs fully perfnaded, would place 
the profpeft of peace and conciliatioii at a greater diftapcc 
than it now was, and defeat, inftcad of foiWdrding its own 
ofcgeft. After this he trufted it would not be expefted that 
he ilmuld fay any thing more on the morion. 

Mr. jpba? faicl he would not go at large into the queOion. 
He only rofe to fpeak to one or two points. In tlie lit fir 
place, the noble Lord had been pleaicd to fay, that tiie 
Crown had I'ufficicnt power to make |>eaec v. Atnericn, 
This, the honourable gciulcman faitl, he rnufe di..ny, and on 
the co^itrary ah'ert, lliat the Crown had not power invcHed 
in it to fettle any onciiJ/.tter indilpute ber'acen (ireat'Bi Jtam 
and America. ISiot a fingle thing ibcontmverfy between them 
could be adjnftedby theCrovyn. I hcnoblcLord had indeed let 
it drop from him, that there might, to be fure, be ixferved 
points for the confederation of Parliament. But what were 
3 , /ft , . thofe 
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tlibfc rcferved points ? Tliey were, irt fkft, tvery 
was to be fettled. I'hc motion was therefore neediisty, if 
peace with America was really and fincerely intenej^eij and 
that the Crown had not power, without the “ authority of 
Parliament, was too clear to he con trad ifted. If the CrOWfl 
had that power it was pretended to liavc, it furely 'was 1 
(^uc.lion well woilii eonfideringj, why the minffter had come 
to Parliament for an aft, giving power to Lord Carliilc :ind 
tlie rerfi- ot the commiflioners to go to America, for the por- 
pol'c of m.iking peace. If the Crown had power, why were 
the v.oinniiiTioncis not fent our, without coming at all to 
pj-lfamcni i Vv^as it merely for the pleafure of obtaining art 
aft of Parliament to do nothing at all ? Was it becaufe the 
thing itfdf was one of thofe fplendid and brilliant afts that 
was to caft fo bright a luftcr upon the annals of this country ? 
or did the confequences that refultcd from St, upon‘the com- 
niiflioners’ arrival in Anaerica, point out the ncceffity there 
was ro have come to Parliament for the appointment of fo 
ilhiflrious and important an cmbalTy ? 

The honourable gentleman begged leave to contradift the 
noble Lord. The Crown had not the power of making 
peace with America, as with France and Spain and Holland, 
What were we then at war with, America ? Is America 
then rccognifcd as an independent cflate ? Ko ; yon are at 
war, not with America, but with your revolted colonies 
In America. It is not a war with an independent ene¬ 
my in which you are engaged, but an attempt to qualK a 
rebellion, to fubdue an infurreftion. By an aft of Parlia¬ 
ment, no Maliachufet trader dare come into any of your 
harbours. Can peace l>c reftofed without repealing that aft: ? 
and can that aft be repealed without the authority, of Par- ■ 
liament ? The prefent hoftilities, commenced in confequence 
oT the Prohibitory-aft, as it was called, paffed in the year 
1765. It was that aft: that mAde the war with America* 
We were therefore very differently £tuated with America' 
than wc were with France and Spam, The Crown had ne¬ 
ver made war with her, but the war was brought on liy aa 
aft of Parliament, which aft of Parliament muft nccdiarily 
be repealed. The prefent motion was* therefore a iwceffarv 
preliminary to the opening a door for a reconciliation. X 
maintain, continued Mr? that there is not onepoiof in 
difpute between Great-Britain and America that can be* fet¬ 
tled hy the Crown, without the confent of Parliament, not 
one point; fo that the noble Lord’sTejfervpd points compfe- 
Voi.HL Kfcli bend 
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poiflits ift queftion. The rebel?'in America were 
tieefavetHb by an a£t of Parliament; and through the whole 
courfe of the contetl tills ^>ofuion had been heUl, that againft 
the avil'hority of the Iirinfli legiitaturc they were comend- 
iniT ; furcly then if wa? not competent in the Crown to de¬ 
cide on iht privit'eges of Paillament. 

When the nohlvi Lord contend;! that the Kinjj’s {t'l vants 


have already as ninch power as is rcqtuilte for trcalinj; with 
America, lean alient to the declaration, fays hi:. T'ox, in 
one linfe. I can atient, that the Crown has as .'iukIi power 
a's the Ibi vants of the Crown have will to near and conclude 


peace with America; hut that they have penver is fallV. Di*.l 
they not cornc to Parliament for power wlic-n they lent out 
the commiflloners ?• and is not that auJ’ioriiy which wa^ 
granted for a limited time now expired, fo that matters are 
exactly now as formerly ? But the noble l.ord choofes, on 
rhe prefent fubjeft, to fpeak indefinitely. It is ofun incon¬ 
venient for the noble Lord to fpeak dirc^ly to matters of fabt, 
of to anfwer fuclt qiiellions ; and therefore he commonly 
amufes the Houfe w'illi gcncVal propolilioiis ; for there is not 
in the Houfe, nor in the kingdon», a greater maficr of lan¬ 
guage than the prefent Chancellor of’ the KxclurjDer, ctr 
one who can make a better difeourfe upon any fnliicci. If 
it were pofiVoICj, faid the honourable gentleman, for his ]VTa- 
jcft 3 i*s mnill’ers to'^enter irlito a negociation with America, 
without knowing, the mlikl' of Parliament, it would lit. a 
mean and infidious artifice’, and would' induce the Aineti- 
cans to rejett ail terms, fince they mufl know, ti)al whatever 
terms minifler^ rrtight oifer, could not be binding without 
the fan£tion of tfic Bfitiil) Icgiflaturc. 

With regard to the opinion the miniHry entertained of the 
prefent fitaation of affairs in America, whatever they might 
think fome fewr years ago, lure he was,., they ditl not in their 
own minds believe there was the leaft profpedl of tlrcir now 
mending in our favour. The noble Lord in the idue ribliony 
.who talked fo very fluently, and aflc£lcd fo mudi candour, 
would be put in a very aukwarcl lituawon wore he fo be 
alked the queftion, for in aniwering it, he wouU> be cidigotl 
to contradict fa£ts wlifch he had again and again .'itiericd. 
As to the noble Lord, he was a man of experieme ; he w.is 
a man too .naturally inclined to njodcration and miUiiicfs, 
Whence then' was lie induced to be fo ftrenuous a fupjioi tci 
of thp American war ? Whence \vas bis inclination to that 
w%r dcducible } He might put an anfwer in Lord North's 
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fiiouth froin air Italian poet, “ IVIy will to exeente this deed 
is derived IVom him who has boili th(j will and the power ro 
execute it : Pin lo demandars, Aik po farther <]ttefl:ionR.'’' 
The noble Lord, who fat near the firft»lord of the treafury, 
was, he obterved, Icfs accuftomed to ainufe his autbehec 
witli general fpceches, and tlurefore ^ame more Tncdly to 
f:i£ls. That noble Lord ■(Germiiinc) had laid, thattije Ame¬ 
rican lavjn" once rejeded the proflTeved terms of peace, 
had not any right to any others. Unconditional fubinlhlon 
was tlicroforc what he, and orliers equally fangulne, con- 
tem d for. 'l acir conduct and their fentiments were at 
Itafi tntiik'd to iliC praife of .confiftency ; but the conduft 
ol ilic noble Lord in the blue ribbon was at variance wjUi 
L . .cntiincnt,. 

He would not fay we were not lively to fuccccd in oyr.en- 
icrprl/c ag infi America, tlmu^Ji ibc noble Lord knew it in 
his own IK rt that all our hopes were at an end. Yet we 
had of late met with many victories; we had London Ga- 
i'cttvs L.xrraordiiiary ; vve had-hrino; Of guns, and liaddl- 
kuvi'in-iiions all over the town, Tne honourable gentkmati 
was tacccdmgiy poignant in his animadveilions on thefo 
kind of vidories rud rejoicings, and reminded the Houle 
of the great triunjj'h minifly made when Charles*town was 
capture,d, though lie had flaked his reputation tUa-E fuch a 
conqueft would never alfeft the American caufc.ji 

He then gave a narrative of the proceedings of miniflry 
'towards America lince the year 1775: certain conciliatory 
propofitions wen; then made to them, 'and the noble Lord, 
Hccording to a I'rendr laying, paid with his perfon on that 
occafion ; for lie repeatedly had pledged his word, as a gentle- 
man, that he wo.del never agree to any propofal that might 
be made licrtvifter for granting the Americans l>etter terms, 
and no doubt the pcrfonul declarations of a perfon of his 
iordfirip’s birth, rank; abilities, and fortune, were ol'jecL of 
great regard ; they were made on the occafion alluded 10, leil 
the Americans Ibould imagine, that by perfeyering in rc- 
iifiiiijce they might obtain better co,nditiot)s. ^>uL after all 
thefe d.eriavations, his lofdlbip had. In tlic.ycar 1778, 
brought in a hill to Parliament, for enabling commifiioners 
to projioic the moll extravagant terms to the Americans^ 
leriijs by which they wbuld "have had the power of taxing 
Ltfglaiui, while their o\vn country would not have beet)-rax- 
td by the Env-lllh Parliament** 
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him in 41 tW^^ir&tmns in which he had flood 
wi^xin the laft feven ycfrs ih that Houte; and faicl^ that his 
vcvfatillty arolc from 'mhtives highly onliccoming. The 
xhimflers found k necefTary to protrafl the war, to avoid 
every tendency to pacification, becaufc they ktjew that the 
Afnerican war "was necelfary to their continuance in powee 
9Jid place. . They facrtficed honour and duty ; they fijcri- 
ficed the intercils^ and perhaps the exigence, of their coun¬ 
try to the temporary gratification of their avarice and tlv'lr 
ambition, ih the enjoyment of the places and honours whirli 
they now held, and which were fo connected and interwoven 
W'ith the American war as to dqxcnd upon its exiflcni-'c. Tlic: 
wiihifter then knowing this fa£l, knowing that he lived, and 
nmfl:, die with the American war, had encountered (h.ime 
and embraced it, in onkr to its continuance. He had been 
forded into ail thofe vile >mCafurcs of contradiilion and ab- 
furdity which had brought infamy on the pirfent age, and 
Wotald-bring Tuin on poftcrity. There was no 


accounting 


for the credulity, tlic fcrvility, and the meannefs cf Parlia* 
pent,'ip either believing or fubmitting to receive-ail the 
monftrous and incredible ftories which they had been told by 
the mihifter in any other way tljan by referring to the 
rncina. which influence poflefled; the emoluments of con-» 
trafts and the profits pf a loan. It had no doubt been the 
fiudy of thp minifler to tell his friends, that their payment, 
Jike his owti bread, depended on the American war. The 
American war begot c:5{traordmaries; extraordinarlcs begot 
loansloans begot cloucetH s ; and douceurs begot members 
of Parliament j and membersrof Parliament again begot all 
thefe things. There was ,a mutual dependence among them 
i^bfolutcly'^iofeparable, Thus the power and the iccurity of 
xniiviilcrs was generated by that wkr which was the ruin of 
the Country, , 

If any one fhould alk the miniftcr out of the Houfe con- 
.perning the majorities he found, and he fhould be inclined 
toanfwcr the cmcllion fairly and dircfltly, he woul3 Imme- 
diaiciy fay, Do not I give them an extravagant loan to di¬ 
vide, them r” With the King the minifler was ron- 

tinfialiy’feeding the "royal ear with a notion, that the infiant 
he m:xde peace with Axrkrica his power would decrcafc, 
„ His Majcfty was taught, and he wks afraid too fucccfsfully 
taught, that power preferable to popularity, that the 
former was a folid, a lubftantial, and permanent good, wor- 
the enibraCe of a monarch ^ while the latter was nothing 
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tivore than an 'high* empty founding name, foU of; Ijjijthiflg, 
and the mere glittering of the day, 

Thcfc were the notions the prefent fet of miniflcrs wwe H- 
pcateclly infuling into the royal mind, iniprc^ng bull, with 
an opinion, that whenever the Atnerican war ended, bis 
power would endalfo, when, in fa£l it was iheir power only 
that would end. The power of the •fovercign would know 
no period with the American war. It was grounded in the 
conflitution, and would live and fall with it, Wiih the 
meml>crs of Parliament the noble Lord held a language 
that was as cafdy to be guciTccl at. 

Here he perfonated the miiiiller converfing with fome de- 
j>endent member of I^arliament, at his levcc, on the fuhie^i of 
continuing the war ; fuppofing that any remonltranccs ihouid 
be made On that fcorc, what would the noble lord fay? 

Why, you know thtat this war is a matter of neceflity,- and 
not of choice ; you fee liie difficulties to wliich 1 am driven, 
and to which I have reduced mv country ; and ycu kno\v a!fo, 
that in my own private charuiiler 1 am u lover of peace, for 
what reafon theji do I pe^ljA in fpight of conviction? Lor 
your beiierU alouu ! For you T have- violated, the laoli laertd 
engagements ! for you rciedled the fuggeftions of confcieiice 
and rea 0J)! for you a thoufand times forfd[t{d ray benour 
and veracity in tnis bufiiiel's, aud for you 1 inufi tliil peril A ! 
\Fithouf' ilio American war 1 thall liave no places, no emd- 
lutuents to not .i Angle loan to negotiate, nor ihail 

I even Iv able to retain''this poor Atuarion'or njitic that I 
have thus long held nroA diflntereftedlv. You fee me how 
in the moft elevated Atuation, with the dlfpofiil .jf j>iaces, and 
penfions, and with the whole power of the nation in my 
hands, but make per.ee vviiii America to-day, .v.id lo-morrow 
J Alan be reduced to the level of private life, retain,ing no¬ 
thing but what is merely perlbnal of all my preient advan- 


Tagi's. 

“ If you do not vote with me, fays the noble lord, agrdnA a 
peace with Americ.a, fjow am I to give you any thing, it is 
true, that my fituation as rainiAcr is a rHpccl.ihlc and ele¬ 
vated fituation, but it’ is the American war rliar enables me 
to give you douceurs, nml to'put into your ])Ockt'ts eight or 
nine hundi'ed thoufand pounds by a loan. I’ui an end to that, 
and you undo all. My power \vill be mili iably Icflene^l, and 
your pay as miferably VMoced. As to myfclf, why, I am 
jiierfeifUy indifferent about that; Iget a little, and it is my 
happinpis that a little, thank Heaven, cuntent.s me, I tbef‘>- 
ihre cannot be fuppofed to care if a p»acc takes place With 
i America 
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Amenca to-morrow, as far as I am prrfonally concerned ^ 
hut for your own fakes do not let fuch a tiunj; come to 
pafs. l^ay, were I to go out of oiBci-^, a lituarion 1 
iWver courted, always diftiked, and heartily wifl’i to Itc- rid 
of, flill 1 hoYe the American war w'ould he coniinued.” 
,^uch pathetic reafotfinj; ct>uM not fail having its eficct; 
-thus it Was the tiohie ford induced meniheis or tliat Houf, 
to .facriiicc the interefls of thrir conilituents, hy proving 
that their own intertfts were efuntially conpxai'd with 
Clic profocution of the- war. Was It iinpofuljlo thcretorc that 
peace with America could ever !)e obtained hut by a re- 
juinciation of that fydem which the prefent minilhy liad, 
w'irh fo much tbrtitude; adhered to , and iu rc was another 
obilack arihng from the noble bird’s feelioj: ., O fpaie, iny 
'beautiful fyflem ! he would cry ; what! rti.itl I |)art with 
that 1 jvith that which has been the glory of ihr prefent reign, 
which,has eivteiKled the dominions, railed riic reputation, and 
repleniflu'd the finances of ray country. No, for God’s fake. 
Jet this be adhered'to, and- do with all the red wliat you 
pleafe; deprive inenf you pleafe of this poor fituaiion ; tak« 
ail my power, all my hPnour and confcrpreiice, but fpave my 
beautiful fyhem, O, fpare ray fyilem !” ^ 

'I'he honourable gentlrtraan could net fuppofe Iny one 
amonglV them, at this time of day, of fo miftrable 4ui iinbt- 
cility of nature as to think any thing could he done eiU-c- 
tunliy agaiijf!; America. Yet the H'^ufe appeared as much as 
ever indiwfl to’ profecote ihe war, and upon the fame ground 
as formerly. They, as well as tbfe noble lord, were yet averi'e 
TO peace. The noble lord had ftated his veiacity as the pio- 
icCution of it. Did any raah difpute Ifrs intention of carry¬ 
ing ir on. If any man could be (o wr.tk what would the 
noble lord hiinfelf fay r Why, rccolle£l T have appointed Lord 
Dunmore governor of Vlrgini'a. Good God ’ then, can you 
fuppolc I Isnvc a i'oiious idea of peace, whcnl feud out to that 
province a mart as ohnoxTous as ever cmije from America. 

'Ihc Amcviran war was continued upon the opinion ofiuenL 
whoic iutcuH ir pronsorexl. Mr. ’(lalloway had told the 
>loiite at therf bar, that ftVc-flxihs of the people of America 
Wcic in the intcreft of Circat Britain, others had laid ninc- 
tenths; yet wJvAt had vve been able to do, aUhough thofe 
iiinc-tenths of the people had an army to affild them. If Mr. 
Galloway had told the honourable gentleman this he would 
have a'lkcd hiin what he did here ? and why be was not with 
the friends of government in An^erica J Minifters w^re fo 
cgfe^ioutly fiiTipiw, perhaps, as to credit his report; but 

would 
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would any oOicr man in his denies be of tlie fame op^aon a 
wliat, fivc-fixtbs of the people amfcaWc, and yet not a blow" 
Ifruck in our behalf, not one vifible fymptom of loyalty 
through the continent ^ ll was tims that the government of 
this country was aliufcd by a fet of inen who lived on its- 
credulity, A lift of Amcricao refugees, receiving prrmons, 
had lately been called for, apd reftiled*; it was politic in mi-, 
nlfters to keep the lift concealed, and not to inform the pub¬ 
lic what men they were fupporting ; at the frmc time, how-, 
(vev, he muft confeS-, that there was a dcfcrlplion nf Amc- 
litMii fuftcrers to whom the bounty of Parliament w..s w'dl 
ri|'plic<l, he meant thofe who really'had been martyrs totheit 
pjineijde, and beefi driven from the continent by an unfor¬ 
tunate atiachmcnt to the Britilh government • any charita¬ 
ble donation to cli^araflvrs of ibis kind he ftiould be the laft; 
to condemn, fur however mucli lie might tlifter from them in 
political 0])inion, he felt them cutilled to a large fliarc of 
comjjafiicn and ibmc honour; like tbofe, who from fimilar 
i'uilguidcd ailiichmerur., have been coiiipcilcd to drag out tiicir 
lives at Sr. fjenriain’^ or Rome. But too many of thofeVho 
were noAV j)cnfu>ncrs on Brltiili gcncrofjty, as i'uffcrers in live 
t’ulonies, were men who had once been moft vehement in the 
American caulV, and only left, it wiicn tiom foinc miuahen 
fntvul.'tions they thought it on fhe deciin’’.* reuegaJecs of 
this clafs were now thx chief favourites of adminiftration,, 
end were employed to write libels on charafVers the tiioft un¬ 
impeachable of any in the kiagdom. One of liiem had the 
iiijgiil.ir auflacity to viliify a near connoclion of his own, a 
ileut-'mant-cc America, repivlenting him as a traitor 

TO his coui try., am ectly ciiarging him with ufing his rank 
in the lumy for ih jiurpoie oi canning on a corrcipondcnrc 
wiili the. cnemv. icwvrc j)e’.ions brought up. in their 
country’s fcrvlo , : tibouring unremittingly for the public 

goodj cxpofccl to venom *»f wretches paid by miniftrv' 
ior the calumny they cliTubtcd. it was in return for the 
part he hai! ai-uul in Parliament, and his firm oppofition to 
the Amerie.in .u.ir, that the [•enbn alluded to was marked . 
our, by the hireling pen of a refugee, as a proper object of 
detraction, llr rcproliated in moft fevere tcrm« tlie authors 
of thofi* calumni'js, hu.t faid they v^ ere not lb dcfpicable as- 
ihe men who employed of who bclievud tlicin. 

If any one had gone to the Pretender alter his retreat from 
thi% rouiUry, and had told him that fiine-tenths or even 
hxtk’; of the people of England were for him, with a power- 
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.oil thtifpjk, re^istly^'co-opcratc with.them, and 
^‘Kipg ofl^rance had'l^ed applied to for ailiftatice, the 
ho*dd)cSiOT« gfin^^ iipot fuppoie that Louis XIV. 

would havevfe^'^fb egrelfJoufiy ftapid as to have given atiy, 
biit that he would have repHed, 

" “ If there arc nfne-tenths or even five-lixths of the people 
on the Prctendcr'^s fidd, ahd a niimerous army to {land by 
rtiem^ there fufcly can be no bcc^imV for n>e to fend an army 
imtb England to pot the Pretender On tlic throne.” 'Ihis 
v#as the mode of reafonihg that Louts would have ufed, and 
this was th« mode of reafoning that a majoriry of the Houle 
of Ct^ttsmema ought to Jiavc ufed upon confiderlng of Mr. 
Galldway’s cvidcntT; . . • ^ 

After allj w^at had l^en the cafe ? Had the Pritifli army 
yet effc6:cd any tbiftg ? If th« miniftry fho.i;ld lie afkcd what 
iort bf ah army General'Wafhingloh had, they would reply 
that his aftiiy Were withhut clothing, that they had exhnuft- 
ed their provifions, had neither powder nor ammunition, 
a*nd were hearly reduced to nothing. But if they were afkcd, 
what fort of troops Sir Henry Clinton had, the arpwer was 
ilniformly fire fame. O' 1 they were fine men every one of 
them; the very flower of the army; Well fed and well 
dothed; fumiflted with magazines and all forts of atomu- 
dhi'dn ; in high fpirits,, flnfhed with thc.fuccefles they had 
met with, and panting with a thitfl: of future glory. 

If tl^ey were td heai^ed top, what ibrt of generals the 
Britiili army had, the ahfwer Would be, that they were the 
befl ih the world, deeply c'xpcricnccdj and cntcrprifmg in their 
natuTc. And were the Americansfo ? O'! no, their com- 
fhariders were another fort of men, no military knowledge,, 
i|o reputation, nor any fltill to be found in any one of them. 
This was wh'at die miniftry would fay; and yet, with all thefe 
fa^s, what had we done? Thoijgh the Bririfh army had 
been dvCry thing that pride and yalbur could wifh them ; and 
thoirgli the American troops were every thing that could ex¬ 
cite bi^ in aneqemy, yet this very wretched arniy had not 
been fohd;^pd, but yet withftood, and bid defiance to this 
flne, formidable, and fpirited Britifti army, which had alfo 
fiipe-tejiths pf the people of America with them ; -fo that it 
. was really, jit Icaft, a matfor of curidfity to know how it 
came about: -that the whole . of the Britifh . troops, with 
nine-tenths of the peoplfi jit their command, were awed ^nd 
,jgtvefpowered by, oilly one-tertth of the people of America, 
a wreicJiea abrf difpirited airroy .only to , fuppori them f 

With 
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With fuch experience then before thci» what icouhl he 
jeafou why the BrUifh Parliamept ftiU perfifte^ in war, 
»nd were to oedulous as to bo doped by facli wretches as 
^Cialloway, It tnight with joftice be done with rcfpcfl to 
this, A’y It WAS often in books, where, inflcad of gtving a 
long explanation, there was a marginal note on particular 
paluiges ill vvhah the reader was deiired to “ fucb ^ 

I o(}k.” bo it might hcje be faid, as a full and comprehen* 
firt explanation of all the fervility and atl the iabrntlhon of 
Varliju.car, “ rtJe the loan,*’ Why have the Houic fol-. 
1(>W'(.(! rhe inininicr through all his coniradidionS, and why do 
t*u y hill luppoit liim in this war ? Vidt the loan,” Why 
do tlicy lldlc inqimy, J>revent 4ete£tion, and deftroy the 
btnt fits ol leipnnlibmiy ? “ f'tde the loan#*' It was a full 
anhur to cvci y thing that could he alledged againil the Par> 
Iiaminl in point of their fervility and their acquielcence* 

There were men who taught very pernicious doctrines, 
mm iviiiounding the tlironc were anxious to iniinuate that 
the power and profperity of the Ciown Were diflini^, an 4 
oppollic to ihofe of the liibjc^l:. Such men alledged*, and it * 
W.I& indeed a truth, that in War the power of the Crown la 
greater titan it is in tunc of peace. But the power of the 
Ciov\n, if not fo great, was more glorious when it refted in 
tunes of peace and pioiperity m the conifitution and on 
the afTedbons of the people. It was the vittues of the Sovc* 
H'ign, whi'Ji by conciliating the efteem and grateful affedlioA 
ol his lubjefis, was the fmneft foundation of.his power* 
What CAufe had we now to hope that our arms would prove 
more fucccfaful in America hereafter than they had dont 
formerly ? Did minifters derive courage from the reports 
imported from Holland, of a fecond a&ion between Lord 
Coinwallis and General Green, in which the former General 
had been vldonous } We had had abundd;nce ofvli^ories lad 
year; \sc had been covered with laurels^ The thanks of the 
Houfc had been voted to different generals and admirals, to 
I-ord Cornwallis, to Sir Henry Clinton, lO'Admiral Arbuth-* 
not, to Rodney, and God knows whom ! But what did all 
our viflorios avail } 

After all, he did not any rcafon to think it would* ho 
doing any good to eariy the queHuon before the Houfe. It 
would, at heft, be only adding iftote refponfibility to tihd 
Crtwn, and give power where there tvas no will. ^ 

The noble lord in the blue ribbon could not, in tnako 
l»caee with America* *He dared not do any thing ol' the kind. 
VoL. Ill* JL u m 
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Me hadbr n a. rentlernan boTii, bird i rnoiit, nndhid 

Jived 1 1 thilt habits of litc tb ir of chided him ■‘re m flu v,mg 
hiirtfeh afrei he had viohted his uoxd. Whit ^va‘ the ii’ui- 
tion in sAhich his land (hip hood * 

fniln* vcAi 1765, \vh n his f^oid/liip rime to th n'>ul 
foi the Conciliuoi s-bill» he c\\ ficiilv ,1111 n pcaicdiy df cl nul, 
thittiithei thin Ihif h* iievei s»c>iiUl go Vet th veiy 
fame I,oid, lhi> fiift land of the liriiut^, thi othii'Wr 
JMinilltr. Ind hiinhlf eomi down to the Jfo ile in rh m u 
1778, .imi moved for the hill wh eh lent out Loul Ciihtl 
and ih > orlicr commilfioners to Anieiica, to m k an olKi to 
he I of t.i> 1114 hex ft If Tins the nohJt^ loul h .d doi it , th < v 
1 line niin her thit h.id, upon pifling the n h»tot\ il!, 
afTiiimJ, m order to get jit p iSed, th it ht SAould mvci g* 
heyindil. *‘f Soiiit gcrithm n ((aid hi) miy 01111*^1: tot! 

€ oncih itory 4 ) 11, under a notion thit 1 w ill ccnic dtc u 1 K 
and nmve tor fortitthm« molt , but in oidti to n nitwc tin r 
'<AinpJe& upon tint held, I am agentlemin ho* 11, i ui c f 
honoiii, 1 gfeit niiniftei, m whom Pirlnmci t ni ly c< nfi i , 
and J hcTC pledge inyftlf tint 1 will no*, upon tlu i v 1 Me W 
ofmyvsoid, evtr g <5 fiithei than this c mk lntor^-1 !i ’ 

Ihis Loid, however, did linnith,' m Uie st ir j**o8, 'o 
faithcr, and appoint a cominifTion to ^i\e up the dt pt ndu t y 
of Aniciif i. As to a peict with thif countrs, the 1 o lO ri- 
»-hjc gvmtit nnn did not think it it 11 prohihli thic }t ir, o 
the nejwt, ot this time Jcvcn yeirs, 01 men f]tt\ ye ns h<nci% 
At the pufi nt !;ll m continued 1 he nobl^ loid d d not due 
to makt peace, he had pledged hmilclf to the Houle’ to ’>1111^^ 
the* Aitiwiican'!' upon their knei*-, and lie had not c indoui 
enough to confels himfelf in a tniif d e, 

'[ ht honourtbJcgentleman very fine Iv piefluud the difTt rrnt 
and contiadidifory fituations in which the miniflry h i<( Hood. 
In the hil> outfit of the American wai, what ^^a^ tin n aigu 
ment ^ Shdl we give up the ttadc of Aimiici'' N<, th* y 
could lu vtr think of that, the trade was too vaJuibl to he 
loft, hut when It was lol^, their tone \ira> dunged, and the 11 
It was only taxation that we were fighting fot 

Soon, howevci, trade and lave's wetc given up, and then 
the whole centeft was about the dependenry of Amt nc, 1, \ hi h 
we Wftre told was on no account to be yu ided, Yet .fu r all 
this, the independency of America^ rauft be granted 'i he 
honouiabie gentleman deploicd that the wai was to be pio- 
fccutcd, tint pool men »’veie to be plumlerod of the. cuinig 
•f tlifeir induftry, and the rich abiidg(>d m the enjoyments i f 



life. He looked upon every tax inipofed in cdafa|»je^3*6e?t^^ 
the war as nothing Id's than a robbery of the 'pubiic. 

J^ord Dimmore at firft was faid to haye tatked^of nothing 
but I’ubrniflion : by and by he altered .hj,s toJiife,, a*nvl,iaid rJjat 
the continent of America v/oiiM never be recovered without 


the aifeciions of the peojde; but that tbefe would foon re¬ 
turn, for the child would be glad to •return to the parent. 
iJut his return to liis governjnent looked .as if tlierc were ah 
intention not to cojtquer the Americans, for that feemed iin* 
polhblc, (the whole almoft of that people entertaining the mrdt 
fixul and rooted averhon to the Britifh government) bat to 
exlcrmirjate them : for, while there was a guinea in Britain, 
or a man to go for a foldier, there feemed to be a refolution 
to carry on the war,' even luitil Britatns and Americans lliould 
rntitually fall by each others fwmrds. 

if th(-r\var, after all, was to be purfued, it would be a great 
fat isfa/t ion if cither he, ihe, or they, a? his Itonourabie frl^^od, 
il'Ir. Duiuiing, had on a former occafion called the advjiers;of 
the \vai-, who recomntended it, were to he font to explain his, 
her, or tlieir motives; for how'ever admirable the noble lord 





in the bine nbbon nnght he in explaining things, it w'as as 
awkwa’d with Imu as; it was with other people, to cxpla:i\ a 
conducl th.it was not their own, but which they W'cre obliged 
to adopt and pnrfue. 

The honourable g^entlemaii.conclink'd tliis Jong and aninut- 
ed fpcech, with faying, that the 'American war would never 
end while the prefent i'yifom continued. But that the moment 
that fvllem iliould bo clianged, the good of both countriis • 
would* Ik; confultcd. He pronounced the American w'ar to 
be us unjufl in its principle and as abfurd in its profccution as 
it would be ruinous in its confoquences, and that he, tiierefore 
Ihouid vote for the tpioflion under conhderation. 

Sir 7-/. Ifou?Mon fiid, that the abilities and eloouence of the sir F. 
former I'pe.tker commanded this attention of tlie Houfeevtui 
a fubject that w'as trite and beaten, , Forlfis own part, he had 
not fuch abilities as migh.t' enable him .to a.like indulgence; 
yet could he not be w’holly fllent when he heard Tome of the 
afferrions of that honourable gentlenian. W«ie there nicli 
wretches around the thij|one, as had been defcrilied by tlie ho-r 
ncmrahle gentleman, men who ventured fuch doclrine^as tliat . 

'the glory and prof|>erity of the pecyple were not glory and: 
^rofperity of the fovereigrf, for, one, would not cquftt«» 
aange or fupport fuch, wretch^. -But .aflertions were-not 
proofs, misfortunes were hob ciinies, furmifes wgre not evi- 
fomce, on which men could either ad or ftrrbeiu' ading,; Bsrery, 

man. 
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thd e^id<lnce on t)jtf 
_ ^ ing on what appeared 

to^um vcfry refp^^abje authority, heVas perfuaded, that a 
v«rygm$ part, ^hat ji majority of the inhabitants of NoiUi- 
Amei'ica wja-e willing and deftrous to return to obedience to 
f|ie Bfitiih government. Many of thofe corps that had been 
jraiftid, with an intentien, on the part of thofe who had given ' 
prders for raifjng them, that they fhouid join the rebels, had, 
ns “fijon as th^ were comploted, come over to the Britifii 
army; anddvery where in the fouthernprovinces, corps were 
, forming for the defence of th^ loyal inhabitants againll the 
ufurpations and tyranny of Congrm. He was of opinion, on 
idle whol^, thatthfc Honfe could not agree to the prefent mo-r 
tinn, 'uiiWfs they were ripe to fay ttiat they "might fafely 
withdraw the army from America. This, in his opinion, 
thej could not do. For the army, that kept the American 
?ma Frenidi armies at bay, being removed, they would pour 
i ^ their, fury agaiuft the Wefl-India iilands, or whatever part of 
. the Britjfh empire they flionld think the moll vitlnurable. 

JLord Ced^ge Cerimim faid, it was impothble for him to lit 
longer lilent, and hear gentlemen calling upon minifti-rs to 
put an end to the American war vrithout, fugged ing, oi i:v'cn 
, ‘atteroptmg to fuggell, how the war was to be put an end to ! 

dTo bring the American war to a conclufion, in a manner lio- 
nourablc for this country, mull be the wifli of evf*ry majj. 
who had the leall regard h>r the concerns of his felkw-fxib- 
i ^ jedls, the leaft regard for his own intereft. I'hough gentlc- 
^ men were’extieraely forward to recommend peace with Arne- 
. fica, they nevci- attempised to fuggeft the means by wliich lo 
dehrablean objs^l might be attained ; they W'cre ready to fur- 
jmfhthe Crown wkh aftiple-powers to treat; but not to point 
out in which way thofe powers might be exercifed; yet the 
pne woipjd he uleful, tlie other was entirely fuperfluous ; for 
■ the prefent powers of the Crown, notwithftanding all the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had advanced, w^ere extenfive enough for 
.'ctmclijding peace, werfe tJtere a difjkjfition in the Colonies to 
open a J'^sgociation, Hje always had been of opinion, and fiill 
contihupd to io, that the conciliatory bills no longer con- 
' tinped’ill force,, nor could the propolitions olfered by our 
commi^oners be now obligatory on'Great Britain ; for the 
pthcr pasty not acceding to them,, thep could be no mutual 
i^rtY^tion to nuke thein a permaiwnt bafie of treaty; bat. in 
as.well a$in all ojher oafes, the one p^rty not beings 
hound, fo neither could |the other. He omAdeiyi, therefore, 
of the hjgiflatdre wsdly yoid». aud th«^ it* operation 
... , ■ had 





liaa <asifca wjtth-tfee-rertirii'orifc , 

prdhiJ>itory-a^ itfelf, from whiai tUe, bo»pi*raP6 
hjitl ai^uedthat the kgifiaturc be ^coafyW ih 
peace, a claule was contained, giving foffipittit .powers to, the 
Crown for every purpoie of pacificatioti; for it was 
« That his Majefty might, by his royal authority, declaim 
any province, town, or diftridl, peturoing to its alie^nte, :.to 
be within his peace and protedlion j and that, from th£noi^*> 
forth, all reftridions,, prohibitions, and penalties impofifed 
thereon, fliould ceafe.”—Onder this ad of PairUatnent, theroo 
fore, a peace might be concluded by the King alone, on- any- 
terms but thole of independence; now he prefpined it 
not the meaning of the honourable gentleman who made th« 
motion, that the Crown ftiould be-impowered to malte Ame¬ 
rica inUepcj ident of the Brit ifh government. Parlijnnent cohld 
not VGt he ripe tor a poncefhon like that,, and if not, the bill 
moved for could give no powers to the Crown of whidi it was 
not already poireffed. 

The honourable gentleman iiad accufed minilters of a wifli 
to prottad thi^war; an accufation, to credit which, it was 
necefiia-v to beheve that they were deHitute of feeling, honour, 
principle, and common fonfei for forely no man could have 
furh a thirfl for power, an ambition fo.very pmpoflerops, as 
to be defirous of protiadting a war attended with fo mudi 
trouble) and misfortune. The very calamities of the nation, 
io often urged againft miniffors, might in this cafe be^their 
exculpation; for; he would repeat it again, tlut^they muft 
Ix) abandoned in the extreme, and loft to every lenfo of honour, 
if they could wifli to involve ths^ir country in ruin for the 
wretched advantage of retainijig^-their places, and that too in 
this very iroublet'ome conjundure. But inflead of this,„hB 
would piefume to fuv, their fepfe of honour and integrity 
were as ftiong as thole of any gentleman who opj^fed their 
meal'ures, they had at leaft a. right to "have it admitted, that 
they had the honour of their country as much at heait as others, 
and that they had alfo an intdreB in the foniggle. They had 
fomething to facrihcc or .to favc; they had a (lake in,the 
h^ge t they had feme property to lofe as well the gentlemen 
on the otlier hde of the Houfe; their private fortunes were 
confiderable, and in ruining the public they ruined them- 
felves. If not therefore deterred by a fenfc of ^honour bf* 
principle, intereft itfelf would retrain them from facrihdng 
the welfore of their country; ^d.as they' untjuei^fotxalbly 
*" "thought that a peace’with America was d{»lirahW|;^ the qfirorr 
tpnity 9/ making it, only, and not the will, wtts" w*»tmg- 
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fiiticufed tli'e, icUVst of our 
friends m America; but ndtw.ithftaiiclin" this,- he ftill 
feelieifisd, as he 4iad always done, that a great proportion of 
the iiib.ahifants'i/tere inchned to a compromife with the mo¬ 
ther countryi.' on the Jjroxind of aUegiance. But it was afked, 
tvhy,' if that loyal party are mofl: numerous, 'do they not a<Sl: 
Openly-in favour of this country r ^'o this the anfwcr was 
obviotts; becaul'e the loyal inhabitants arc uiuumecl, and the 
oppohte party were armed, arrayed, difclplined, arid in pof- 
of the polls as well as the government of the country. 
It would fujrdy not be denied, that a few men with arms 
ifi their hands, would be able to keep in lubmiffian fir greater 
iHumbers unarmed and undifcipiined ; fuch was Tue danger of 
a <man*s even evincing the flighteft dirjjohtion of attachment 
to the caufe of allegiance, that" numbers for no greater faults 
Isad been 'iraprifoned,* condemned, and executed, (lould it 
tjien be expet^ed; that men fhould give any manifeftation of 
tlirir loyalty at fuclx eminent h.irzard of their lives ; or could- 
it be fairly inferred, that they werediftoyally afiecled, bccauf; 
m fudi circutnftances they were not adlivc in our favotir ? 
It wait ervident, that without towns or entrenchments to rc- 
ccive,and prptedl: them, it would be madnefs for the belt af- 
frtSod fubjecls ht America to declare in our favour; and it 
ihould be obferved, that the inhahltaats had not towns or 
fart^ in every ,dili;ri£l, for they were fo incurnber^ with 
woods,, and inrc,rlt£lcd with rivers, that they were fcattcrcd 
diffufrly ever the country, .often at great diftances from any 
place of frrepgth. Mean while they were narrowly watch¬ 
ed by committees, which; prefided in every cjuartcr, and nar¬ 
rowly infpciflcd the conduft of tholb they deemed difaf- 
fcflcd perfons. 

His Londfhipnext adverted to the honourable gentleman’s 
invectives on ,Mr, Gallloway, He could alTure the Honfe, 
that the gentleman alldded to was,not the cbaraflr.r repre- 
fented ; but had come oveir to opr caufe becaufc he difap- 
proved the claim of independency; he had concurred in every 
meafurc of'America not ineonfiftent with her fubordioation 
to the Crown of, Great-Jlritain, but as foon ,as Ihc afibrted 
her independence,^ had openly exprefled his renunciation of 
the caufe, refufed a Icat in Congrefs, and put himfelf un¬ 
der the protei^kitfi of the commander in chief at New York; 
as, f^r> therefore, as a man alSting/t?*poti thefc principles, 
defer^e tho gooj3 opinion of .Parliament, Mr. Galtoway <. 
yratf hfttitled to it* * . > 

' •' His 



a;..j8w ■ 

His Lor< 3 fhlp now, defended atlininiilrauofl £rtGi/a^ :’ 

adduced by Mr. Fox, tiut ©f their prombtiaijjhe AtiscrijCaa 
war for the purpofe of making ihtf Kin^ In, »n- 

fwer to this, he obferved, that AmericB iirft- denied pnly hcT 
clcpcnd-nce on the legillatare of this country, not in the 
lea 0 , renopneing Jisr allegiance to tiic Crownfnc therefore 
wiihed to give hi? Majcfty a po>ver independent of Parlia-*. 
pient, and it vvas that pretenhon which mlnili:ers rchftcd, in 
oppohng lier innovation. Surely the® this oondu^k was in- 
compaiddc with'the arbitrary dciigns imputed.to.them by the 
lionouiablc gentleman, for a.troublcfome conteft might have 
been avoided, and the influence of the CJrown advanced, by 
a mere acquicfccncc in tl\c demands of the Colonies; in lieu 
of which, minifters dared to incur all the dangers and .alt 
the aniniofity confeqaent from oppofing a powerful party,^ 
rather than abandon the rights of the Jcgillaturc in ibvour of 




tlic prerogative. 

Here his Lorrlfliip concluded, after profcfKng, in very em¬ 
phatic terras, that though he was ardently defiroas of peace 
With America, yet if It could not be obtained without an ,/ 

admiHion of her independency, he for one would forego “ 
the i>lt flings of peace, rather than give his vote fot fo^ dc- •> i 

grading a conceflion. ■ ': 

Mr. Burke fpokc in aafwer to Lord George Germaine for SMr. 
conlidcrable time with his ufual animation ah'd eloquence. ' 

He laid there were but two orders of fpeakers that day, the \ 

counp*y gentlemen and the minifters, and no Icfs than tho 
two principal of the latter had figured in that debate, and 
though wo were now in the feventh year of the war, had pre- 
fuincd to ftand up and to tell that Houle that the minority 
of the Americans were loyrdly inctindd towa/ds this country. 

If they were lb, why was the fa£l: to reft on the thread-bare 
alicrlion of the noble Lord, the fccreiary for tlie American 
department ? An afiertion vriiich had been repeated again and 
again for feven years together, and>yet the noble Lord had faid,' 
that tlic minority awed and governed the majority who were • 
without aims; if tlris were true, and the faift were alfo true, 
which the Houfe had fo often heard, vit, that Walhingron’s 
army were never, taking it ‘at the largcft allowance, above 
a few ihoufaniU ; how came it that wlteii we had not the mi 


nority, but the majority armed^, .that we had not long-lmce 
an end to the war ?. According to the ftory of ttiiitifEfy 
\yc had not only the majority unarmed, but alfo 
qrmed; and yet the ftnali, wretched, ftarvin^ aadi fpirit- 
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iisimority Wmcd an<i had effectually withftood 

aH Dur efifottS) ahd <x>'ere likely lo wkhttand thern. 

, After putting this very ftrongly^ and talking for feme time 
em.-tbc boa-fted 1 & 3 |ieriority in poiuc of numbers of the l>ri- 
tifii forcGi in America over thofe of the rebels, Mr. Burke 
iiidSded upon it, that the noble Lord*s argument relative tu 
his 3 Si(rajcfty*s commiffioirtrs, having it in their power to de¬ 
clare thofs who ‘TOturticd to their aliegiaace, in the King’s 
ppacc, was neither mere nor lefs than a renewal of the ar¬ 
gument made tifft of at the Gonimencemcnt of the w^ar, when 
the nobleXord hid infixed on unconditional fubmiffion. In 
order to prove this, Mr. Burke appealed ro the underffanri- 
ings of every gentleman prefent, whether being in the King’s 
peace did not mean a throwing down of arms, and a party’s 
putting himfclf wholly at the mercy of his Majefly > And 
if that were adnaritted, (and who /would be hardy enough 
to deny it, he waS at a lofs to imagine) furely the King’s 
peace was fynonymous with unconditional fubmiflion. I^or 
what were they to do before they could be intitlcd to the bc- 
iicfits of foch a proclamation. They muft throw down their 
arms; abandon all the principles of rcfiftance; return to 
their allegiance ; and all this they muff: do without any 
condition on the part of government; for until they iiave 
done ,all this, the Crown has not the power in confeqiienco 
of this claule in the prohibitory-aft to declare them to be 
at the King’s peace. What then is the beft unconditional 
fubmiflion m Uic taoft onlimitod meaning of the phrafe} 
and thus ,by the candid opennefs of the noble Lord, the 
Hoofe had at/laft heard it declared what was the fyftem, 
and what the purpofe of this war; that it was uncondi- 
rional fobmiffion, and had been fo all along. If they had 
at any time deviated in appearance from the purfuit of this 
Qbjeft, it were only to pay odurt to the feelings o'f man, or 
like h^nggamefters, who will play for any thing rather than 
give over; but that however, they might rove for a time, 
they always Returned to this point, as the objeft of their am- 
bhiofi, arid the miftrefs of their bop*. He begged then 
that country gentlemen would be no longer deceived. He 
begged fliem to attend to the declaration of a miniftcr, and 
learn whkt it for which they were fighting. It was not 
for the fupremacy of Patliameni; it was not for national 
honourj it was not foj a re-tmion upon liberal principles-^ 
it Was not for revenue ; it was for unconditional fubmiffton. 

. ’ ■ ^ * - . . 
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Wjih great feverity he animadverted on Lord Gcorgfe’s hav¬ 
ing liud, ihc minillcrs had as much to facriike as oihet gen¬ 

tlemen, they had tluir ftrtke in the hedgr.’*^ It was true, ‘ 
they lud lo; iheir places, tine honours, their cinoluincntS 
were rheu ftakes? In ta£t, they wanted to demo’.ifli the 
hedge and the ftakes of others; they furrounded their own 
^akes with the ftakes of their neighbours ; they cxpaled the 
latrcr to the danger, and were only anxious to lave their 
own. In other words, they wanted to make up their own 
tV>nuncs out of the ruins of their country ; a ruin which 
tliey had brought on. ** 

The American war, and the continuation of the mtnifleis 
in oflice, went hand in hand; if the former was an end 
the latter mud infallibly lofc ihofc nlaccs which they pre¬ 
fumed to confider as their ftakc. His Majefty’s minillers, 
and the American war were like the porter’s breech and the 
nofe of Taliacotiu®. Tlicrp was a fympathy between ihtm, 
which rendered them conftantly dependent on each otlicr: 

i 

“ AV'licn life of parent t>—tn is out, 

“ OiT drop® Ihc fympathetlc fnout/* 

So, with the Amcric^in war, jnufl their places and ihcir pr n- 
iions very fympathctically expire. He puflicd this droll ff- ’ 
mile ibmcthipg fariher, and introduced the refugees who 
formed a }urt 111 the body of the war, and the very fouled; 
part too, for they wcic to miniders what the porter was to 
Taliacotius, llie breech out of which the nofe was taken. 

The honourable gentleman feriouily, reproached mimders for 
the ftiamcful fyftem which they had purfued with rerpeft to 
America, and he he loudly called upon the Houfe to agree 
to the motion, by which ra^nifters would be forced to do their 

Mr. fVelbore Ellis faiJ, the motion was at leaft entitled to Mr, Wr/fem 
fo inudi praife, that it had been the caufc of two moll elegant 
aend powerful philippics againft adminidration, the one dc- 
lirered by the honourable gentleman who fpokc lad, the 
other by aa hcmourablc gentleman who had fpokcu earlier in 
the debate. Mr. Ellis* laid, be Ihould oppofe the motion 
•as frivolous, and not likely to he attended with any good 
whatever; this aflertion he fupported by dating, that when 
the a£l for fending out commllfioners was originally brought 
in, he was ftrongly lagainft it, being convinced that it was 
merely facridcing the honour and digiity of this country^ 

VoL, UL M>xn m without 
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Without the fmaltcft poffibility of producing the Icaft ad¬ 
vantage or bcncht, Kt that time he did not oppofc it, be- 
caule the ftreani ran ftrongly in its favour. He had, how¬ 
ever, fubmitted very TcluiVantly, and fince the event of 
that a^ had turned out cxaftly as he had, at the time to 
which he alluded, thought it would turn our, he faW no 
reafon for making a fccond experiment, which would only 
incur-a fecond djlgrace.. 

, Mr. 71 Towt^md faid, if it was true, that two Philip¬ 
pics had been uttered againft adnainiftration by his honour¬ 
able friends, he v^'ould venture to fay a third Philippic had 
likewife been delivered againft minillcrs, and that was, the 
fpeech of the honourable gentleman who (poke laft, which 
certainly, though different in form, ftile, and manner, was 
as mucli a Philippic as the other two, and as fevere a cen- 
fure upon the epaduft of the noble lord in the blue ribl>oni 
as he had ever heard in that Houle; for he had declared tliat 
lifting upon th^ Trealuty-bench, as uftial, he had feen the 
minilter introduce, and carry through that Houfe, with a 
high hand, a bill which he at the time forefaw would be 
idle, nugatory, and dilgraeeful. He begged it might be 
remembered that it was poffiblc for that.honourable gentle¬ 
man to fee fuch a bill go through the Houfe without faying 
a word agoinft ii, 

Mr. T. Townfhend took occafion to animadvert on Mr, 
Galloway’s conduct with great feverity, declaring that of 
all the memories he ever had met with, he had never heard 
of or found fo pliant and extraordinary a memory as that of 
Mr. Galloway, They had heard that gentleman at their 
bar point out hypothetically every nxiUtary movement and 
mancEuvre irl the power of the ableft general to devife cr 
execute, but when he came to anfwer queftions of a more 
lirnple nature, and was alked how he voted on this occafion 
in Congrefs, and how he voted on anoUier, Mr. Galloway’s 
memory all of a fudden forfook him, and he could make no 
reply. In particular, when Mr. Galloway was alked, whe¬ 
ther his penfion was during pjeafure or for fife ? it was more 
than he was able to anfwer. Mr. Townlhcnd played with 
this idea for fome time, and faid, he did not believe, if the, 
fame queftion were put to any man who now received a 
penfion from the miniftcr, whether for fervices per¬ 
formed within that Houfe or without doofS, there irould be 
the leaft demur. 
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At length the qneftion was put, and the Houfe dividedj; \ 

Ayes •;-- . 72 , 

Noes — ■ io6 ,, , 

The order of the day being then re^idj fbf the Hoiife tO r 

take into their confidcration the report of the committee 
on the Gold-hi II5 

Mr, Eyre roll*, and in a fhort fpe^h oppofed the bill* fJis Mt- 
chief arguments were, that it would open a door to various 
frauds, and in particular that it would operjite as aft incite¬ 
ment to melt guineas, lince there would evidently refult a 
profit of three-fourths percent, upon melting the gold coin 
for the purpofe of manufadfurc,. 

Lord North very candidly declared, he did not feel the JWiriljt 
full force^of the honourable gentleman’s arguments; but 
thought it v^orth while to inquire how far it was likely to ope¬ 
rate in the manner ftated v/ith regard to the gold coin. His 
Lordfaip went into a minute and maficrly detail of the 
whole fub)c£l, pointing out the. difference between the Mint 
gold, which had an alloy of filvcr in it, and market gold, 
which was always alloyed with'copper by the manufa£turer. 

If is Lordnii]> concluded with defiaring, that if the noble 
Lord who brought in the bill, could prove that the obj.e£lroti 
would not lie ; and that all tlic alarm felt on account of the 
idea, that it would be an inducement to melt the gold coin, 
was merely imaginary, he fliould be for the bill; but if the 
cbje£lion was founded, and the alarm real, he fhould,, not- 
vvithflanding the other obvious adva,ntages held out by it, be 
againfl it. 

Lord Mahon faid, he i^^’^ould Join iffuc with the noble Lord Ld. 
in the blue ribbon on the condition juft ftated* His Lord- 
fhlp then proceeded to anfwer the ctbje£lioii in three different 
ways, all tending to prove that it would not be for the inter- 
eft of the mannfafturcr to melt the guinea. 1^4 

Mr. Smith, jun. Lord Nugent, Mr. Sawbtidge, and Mr. 

Hufley, took part in the debate ; and at length die Houf« ^ ;- 
divided ; 


Ayes 

Noes 


20 

55 


The bill was confcquently loft, ' 

Afay gr. 

The Aiorney General reminded the Houfc, that after the thcAt(»m 
^ Lie riots, an aft paffed for inderryiifying goalers, in which J 

e was a clpfc, by virtue whereof ail thofe who fhould A. I' 

fuiTcnder themrclvcSi to'the marfital of the iCifts’s Bench ' V 

M f _ ' ® ' 4. - . ■ ' ••'A,' 
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pri^tij or tiie warden of the Fleet, Ihould be jiftcrwards fnf * 
feved to remain at large, and be protedlcd from future ar- 
refts until the prifons iliould be ready to receive them. By 
that aft, it was alfo provided, that when the above prifons 
fhould have been fitttid up, and made ready for the receptioa 
of prifoners, a proclamation IhouKi iffuc to call upon them 
to furrender; which proclamation was to be obeyed within 
ft cenain number of days, and which he believed would 
ihortly l^e ifTued. The lecurky from arrefts, and the hopes 
of qualifying tlsemfclves for the benefit of an infolvcnt-aft, 
had induced a great numl)er of perfons to furrendcriti con- 
icquence of the alxjvc aft, 4000 to the King^s-Bench, anil 
coco to tlic Fleet, It was iinpoffjblc to make room for 
above one-foqrth of thefe numbers * and as there were 
among them a great many perfons who were truly deC rvinf'' 
of compalhon^ lb he' was dcfirous to relieve them \ but he 
wifbed alfo to confine the relief to ihofe only ; for lie knew 
that a great number of perfons had furrtndcrcd thcmitlves 
merely in the hopes of being confidcjcd as prifoners, and 
thereby obtaining the benefit of the fiifi aft of iiifolvcney : 
m their views were not honefi, he was deternuned, if he 
could, to difappoint their hopes: the afticns on which they 
fiad been lirrefied were friendly ones; aud he was confident, 
that as foon as it fhoold be known, that fun^endcring uj^on 
fuch aftions ivould be of no avail, the ccurrs below would 
hear no mote about them ; he was convinced that he was 
not deceived in hii opimon about thofe aftions; for he could 
faV, from good authority, that many of them had been iliued, 
and furrenders made upon them, till in' the fpacc of four 
hqprs: Now, as it was his intention to bring in a bill for the 
Tctief of debtors, fo it was his intention to dvfttnguifTi be¬ 
tween the unfortunate and the fraudulent debtor*, who had 
availed himfelf of an aft that a public calamity had made 
neceffaty, in order to defraud his creditors; he therefore 
moiied for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of infolvent 
debtors, arrefted on or. before the 7th of June, ijSts, The 
motion pafied without any oppofition* 

h^tA Biautbamp then moved, tha't the bill for amending 
the Mafriagc-;aft be committed y dnd the Speaker having left 
the chair, 

fiir P.y.CWrwifiied to haveoneldifficulty explained away. 
By the late dccifion in the Court of King’s Bench, the pa- 
nih Which had difputcd the legality of the pauper’s marriage, 

. had 
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had been ffeed from ibe expencc of fupporting him and Tiis 
family ; and the bill then in the comnuttce, declaring 
children born in the fame kind of wedlock to fcc legiti¬ 
mate, il»e parifh would be (»b!iged to mamvain them, con- 
f.qucntly would loie the benefit of the decifton, obtained af¬ 
ter much expence. 

Lord Loinchamp (aid, that the diiiicuUy had occurred tnI.ordl Sna^ 
him «!(o j and that he faw but two ways of getting rid 
it, without buiihening the parifli j one w.'^s by excepting 
poor Thcophilus Jones and hi& eleven children Oiit of the 
provifujns ot the prefent bill, which he was convinced would 
fhock honourable gentkroran’s humanity ; the other, by 
Vf.ttn^ him or the parim a fum of public money, and th:ic 
was a citcumftance to which he imagined the honourable 
member would nor confent; in a wr^rd, the cxpencc the pa- 
rift) had been at in profccuting the ant had bcfn but about 
30 or 4C,U and to his knowledge ;hc parifti was large and 
opulent, and could very eafriy Ixiar the charge. 

Lord Atainn propofed to iniroducs a claufe, by which, Ld, 

It) future, it fliould be lawful and legal to confummate mar¬ 
riages in chapels as wdl as in parifit churches. 

Ltwd Beauchamp objeded to this claufc, principally becaufeurd Brw* 
he wifhrd to fee this bill clogged with as little new matterridw^* 
as poiTible, in order that its immediate pacing might not 
be prevented, I'his was neceffary on account of the ra'any 
i))ftances of a fsmilar nature to the prefent, which required 
the uiftant inUrference of the Icgiflaturel 

If iijc nohlc loid’s claiifc was inferted, and he fbould he 
ohilgtd to go with the bill to the otlicr Houfc with that 
tiaufc in it, he was fine (as the claiife in queflion would af- 
fedt the diocefe of every bifhop more or lei's) tl)e bill would 
have to encounter the objeftions and animadverllons of the 
vdiole Ik-nch, and fo much difficulty w’ould avllc, that in all 
probability the bill would not be palled this Ibffion ; he ad- 
vilcd the noble lord therefore to confult, the bilhops, who 
were the proper perfons to be confultcd on his daul'e; and, if 
ihcy thought it advifcable and proper to have the fandtion of 
Parliament, to make it the fuhjcdl: of a new bill next feffions. 

Mr. Baker gave ftroog reafons in favour of the clauic., UrBaktr* 

'i'hc .lilrrorfffy-Gt’wrm/flrenuoully fupported Lord Beau-The 
champ’s objedbion to the ckufe, ami faid it was the profcffecl«0’*^’^'W'^*/* 
. purpofe of the prefent bill not to (peddle or interfere with 
tliC Marriage-a^, whereas the noble lord’s propofed claufe 
virtually repealed that^adt, and pouk! njt fail lo occafionilie 

lob 
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tdis of the bill. He therefore advifed the noble lord not to 
prefs it upon the comraittcc, 

f^ft.GiKru- Mr. tk/urt^nry, in a Hraln of faccaftic irony, attacked ^Iic 
principle and tendency of the jMarriage-aft. He laid, the 
nolde lord’s bill was'evidently dcllgncd to counterHifl the fpi- 
lit and intention of the legiilaturo in framing the marriage 
a£l of George U. for by the ftridf conflrudlson of that ait, 
vhicli appeared l>y the late decifion of the King’s-bcncli, the 
legiflaturc intended to prevent all hafty, inconfidcvatc, rafh 
marriages; probably induced, by experience and wihioni, to 
counterail their fatal eftedls both on individuals and the 
public. Now, by the Uriel and legal conftrudlion of the Mar- 
riage-afl, every man married in the chapels dclcribcd In the 
tjoble lord’s bill might legally get rid of his wife and chil¬ 
dren ; which was undoubtedly the defign and intention of 
tliofc who framed the Marriage-a£l of (icorgc 11. But iliis 
amending, explanatory bill, Icgalifed all fuch marriag and 
obliged the hulband to acknowledge his wife and maintain 
his children, however contrary to liis own wiH.cs and incli¬ 
nation. He ftrongly urged the duty of the Houfe to rejefe 
the noble lord’s bill, becaufc the framers of the a£t of Geo. JI. 
wifely threw as many obflaclcs as pofliblc in the way of 
matrimony; and confideving the iniferies uCualiy attending 
wedlock, the obvious purport of that ail was judicious, ta- 
lutary, and laudable. Some people indeed thouglit, that as 
population iDhould be the great objeil of the Icgifiaturc, ma¬ 
trimony Ihonlii be always encouraged, and rendered f>pcn and 
facile to all ranks of people, cfpecially in a free country, 
where it is pot foneccllary that hereditary vices and ble- 
mifhes (mental and corporeal) fliould defeend to the lattfl 
pollcrity. He declared, that no partiality or prejudice to 
his countrymen, who were fuppofed to have remedied many 
national dcfe£ts among the gi-cat and noble families of En¬ 
gland (by pouring new blood into the conftitutlon) fliould 
over induce him to-adopt fuch dangerous •principles, as it 
might be extremely proper for great families to confine the 
circulation of property to their oWn rank ; for, if they once 
loft the confequence infeparable from riches, they could boat! 
of no other qualification todiftinguifh them fiom tlic vu Igar. 
He faitf, the noble lord’s amending bill was a libel on the 
Marriage-aft, and would bring it into difrefixft and von- 
tempt; many he knew condemned itj and Scotland boa fled, 
that by opening her hofpitable arms to crown tlic wiflir's oT 
tlic panting amorous couples, (be checked the tyranny oi the 

mar- 
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marriage a£l (that foe to virtue and population) as fhe had 
before" checked the progrefs of the Romans, yi their at¬ 
tempt to redure and enrtave every part of Britain, He then, 
in the fame flrain, paid fome compliine«ts to Lord Beau¬ 
champ, and faid, however erroneoufly he afted, he was fure 
his intentions were good ; the noble lord he added, was in¬ 
duced to make this direfic attack on the Marriage-a£t by^ 
confidering if as not congenial with the principles of our 
free and glorious conflitution; he might think, perhaps, that 
a mixtmc of ranks by the virtuous, legal, and honourable - 
lie of wedlock, was more confonant to the fpirit of our go¬ 
vernment and genius of the people. The noble lord might 
tiiink, that a union betw'ccn the fexes, a legal and virtuous 
union, fhould be encouraged, inftcad of being reftrained by 
the reprefcntaiiYes of the people; that licences fliould be eaftly 
procured ; that the parlbn fliould be always ready; and 
tliar, 

Nocle^ atquc dies, paics atrl janua dills, 

would be no improper poefy for a wedding ring. The noble 
ford might think, . ■ 

Far other maxims formed our ftatc, 
i\ll others mixed of lotv and great, 

Compofc th’ harmonious frame; 

Firm liath the mighty fabric ftood, 
jftnd Britain boai'is her mingled blood 
in many a deathlcfs name. 

Thinking in this manner the noble lord had intended to aft 
in contraibilion to the wile tyranny and prudent.oppreffion of 
arifloratical pride and avarice, His Lordfhip might be in 
the light; but, as it W'as contrary fo the meafures of Parlia¬ 
ment, which furely nmflbc wile, he did not believe that the 
iiouic would agree to it, 

[Here Mr. Courtney was called to order by the chairman 
and other members,] 

Lcril Mahon laid fuch arguments had fotnething fo ludi-U. 
crous in them, foraething fo different from what ought to be 
Tiie lerious temper of Parliament, that he did not choofe to 
anfwer them, nor ever would offer a reply to men, who, upon 
the inoft fej-ious fubjefts, turned everything into jeft and ri- 
. Lordfhip proceeded to argue in fupport of his 

i::hiulc, hut declared that fuch wcre*his good wifhes towards 
llic noble lord’s bill, that, fo^ner ^han endanger its fuccefa in 
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^ tijc other Houfc, he would even forego prdJing his cUuIq 

upon the committee. 

The bill at Icpgih pafTed the committee. 

The order of ihc day for going into a committee on the 
commiflion of accounts bill was .then read. On the queftion 
for leaving the chair. Lord North moved, “ That it be an 
inftruftion to the laid committee, that ijicy have power to 
receive a clauie, or claufes, for referring to tlic conlidcration 
and examination of the commi^ioners, the fcveral accounts 
of cKtraordinary ferviccs incurred and not provided for by 
J’arliament, which have been laid before this Moufe, hnee 
the firft^ay of Janurary, 17^6.” 

Colonel Barre voicy and laid he had beep given to undcr- 
flancl that the noble lord intended to excuib himielf from 
keeping his promife, with rerpebl: to the moving an inflruc- 
tion that the commilhoners be diredled to turn their aitenUon 
to the Rccbunts of the army extraordinaiics, and that an ac¬ 
count of the coromiffioners having already examined feveval 
of the fub-accountants now in England, of whom, in the com- 
rhon phriifc, they could make neither head nor tail. The 
Colonel after cxprcfTing his furprife at the noble lord’.^ having 
changed his intended mode of proceeding, complimented the 
prefent commiffioners, and declared that they had vc.ry great 
merit. Their rejvorts in particular were drawn up with a 
itlcarnefsof cxpielfion, a propriety and fimplicity of language 
and flilc that was moil admirably adapted to the fubjc£l. iiut 
with all his rclpcft for the commillioncrs, and though he 
confidcrcd them as very, worthy and able men, yet he could 
not by any means agree that they ought to be employed m 
this bufinefs. The noble lord, was highly blamcable in fuf- 
fering them to proceed it|.a buhnefs which he well knew they 
could not do any gocxl with. Ought they to be einbarraircd 
tvith an ini^uiry into tht cxpenditiire of bat money, march- 
ing-moflcy, and other mlUiary below the notice of 

a cbmmiinou of accounts. He reprehended ihe noble lord 
for expreflbd His amazement at the largencfs of the 

ainoj^pil of the Cxtraordinarics, and ,yet at the fame time de¬ 
clared that 00 b,Of.ly was to' blame. He pointed cut the 
amount of the charge for provifion for the army in America, 
in the years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779 and 1780, fliewing that 
although wc had in iabt as large 'an army there the feconcl 
year of the W'alr as at prefent, the amount was at firft iij^ 
1776, but between 3 and 400,000!. whereas in 1780 "it 
was QQOjOQoI, and upwards: more thw ^puble the amount 
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.of tht charge for 1777 and 1778 put together* fiffe faict thtft 
there was no method of afcertaining the real numl^cr of the 
army but by looking at the ftoppages, and it wns from thi* 
‘that he fpoke, and could aflevt with truth, that there were 
fewer men emjdoycd now than formerly although the expenco 
was greater. He advifed that the account of the eight mil¬ 
lions that had been Tent to America jfhould not be referred to 
the commilTioncrs. They could not invefligate the fccret 
impofifions and the frauds of that account, Imt it would take 
refjxmllbility from miniflcrs without elucidating the account 
or fatisfying the public. He particularly defireti to know 
when that eiglit millions would be accounted for, Ko per- 
fon w'as fo fit to give an account of thofc cxiraordinarles and 
be refponfiblc to the Houfc as tlie flrfl lotd of the Treafury, 
becaufc no perion.had it fo much in his po^¥cr to force the 
fevvants Sf the Crown to make up their accounts, and an- 
fwer for the expenditure and application of the money. It 
would be a much more profitable employment if they were 
to be confined in the firft place to an inquiry into the con- 
tr.'tfls made at home for fupplying the foreign troops. If ahy 
other mode was purfued he fbouid cor.fuler it as an attempt 
to iacrince the commillioners, and to delude the public. He 
moved an amendment to the inllrufbcn, by acjding words lo 
this effeff, and particularly for infertiiig the word, iininc- 
diatcly.” 



•ifi’r 


Lord rofe, and anfwered the Colonel* . He declared Lord 
that the Colonel had miftaken him ; he had ncvcrdltid that • % 
nobody was to blame ; what he had faid was this, the extra- 
ordinaries of the army amounted to a fum which allonilhed 
him, but that he would not impute blame to any mAn, The 
enormous amount of the cxtraordiiiarie’s was ground of jOafpi- 
cion and conj'equcntly of inquiry ; but Ood forbid that he 
lliould poifels fo unjuft a mind as to impute blame to any 
man, before it liad been proved that he defei'ved it* Other 
gciillemen might be Id’s Icrupulous,' he hoped he never 
fliould. With regard to the embarrafling the ComrtiilBoncrs 
of accounts with an inquiry into bal-moncy, ttiarching-mo- 
ney, or any other trifling articles of mihtaiy expenditure^ 
he had no fuch intention ^ but why (piould the coiumiffioners 
be limited at all? Surely they had proved their judgriient, 
thtir integrity, and tlieir'abifity fufficicntly, to be entitled to 
as their own diferetiott fliould di*‘e£l.- He did not ddubf, 
jf the matter was left at large, without limitation, the com- 
miftioners who had ‘already giveh fuch fatisfa^fion to the 
Vot., 1 I 1 « ' K n n . Houfcji 
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^ H'Oiiftfj would cofltintie to aft in a manner equally Satisfac¬ 
tory r With refpcft to the word.** immediately” he had not 
inferted that, hecaufc it would he going counter to the ori¬ 
ginal intention of the hill, which was,*^ that the conmiiffi- 
oners flioulcl hrft inquire what balances were in the hands of 
jRiblic accountant:-, and could mofl fpeedily he paid mio the' 
Exchequer, That part of their duty they had not finillicd, 
and they defired to get through it before they proceeded to 
any other. The honourable gentleman had afllccd, when 
were the eight millions to be accounted for? In anfwcr, he 
mull reply, when the army accounts were made up and palled, 
\vlitch might not be till the end of the war ? (This occafioned 
a laugh). His Lordfhip faid, he was not aware that he had 
faid .any thing ridiculous; and after fbme other obiervaiions, 
he concluded with a declaration, that iic ihould oppofe tlic 
antendment. 

General Bnrgt^ne rofe, to exculpate general officers from 
the charge of being tardy in getting ready their accounts for 
; fettling. The General declared, that the day after he landed 
in 1778 he lent vpord to the Treafury, that he vm ready to 
fettle his accounts immediately j but they vTcre not yet yaffed. 
He faid, fartheT, that a fub-accountant, with ■w'hom he had 
■hade a centraft greatly :n favour of the public, had been in 
town ever fjnee^ till the laft week, w’hen he went abroad ^ 
ibut before he went, he came to him, and faid, hr hoped he 
would not take it amifs, but if his accounts were not Ipeediiy 
fettled, he;fhou)d be under the ncccffity of commencing a 
fuit thirty thoufand pounds, 

iera , Lord AVr& ewplained this, by ftating that the Treafory 
h^d tSLktR mfittite pains to- fettle the claim in queftioti *, but 
the faft was, there was '4 diffierence between them and the 
Auditor; of the impreft* they not agreeing tt^etber with rc- 
, gard to the fatroefs of the amount of the claim. 

\Mr. Bkulhy coiiErmed what his Lordfhip had faid, and 
declared, that the caufe of contention was, the claimant in- 
fiftirig on the full completion of bis whole contraft, whereas 
ft Was thoaght that he bad a right to be p^id only up to the 
con^ehtfon af Saratoga* 

Mr. Was extremely witty at the exprnce of the noble 
lord ill the blue ribboil. He begged his pardon for laughing, 
hut ho had miftaken his fertous aflertion, that the army ac- 
dauflts would be knpwo^aa to their amopnt, when they were 
paiTed and fettled, for a very good joke; it reminded him‘*df 
the old line, Ctnmit fJ}, ^weaf etrmra^i potefi. From this 
Ite went to the expianaUc>n» Which the hublc lord had given 
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reUtive to fhe difference between the Auditor of the Itnpreft' 
and the Treafury, and was remarkably plcafant upon ir; He 
allowed that the nation was ruined in the moft methodical 


manner poffible ; freundum artem* Every feparate portion of 
ruin was done by the proper officer, frbni the fir ft lord of the 
Treafui v down to the loweft runner of the miniftry. But 
here thedifpute was between lord North as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and lord North as Firft Lord of the Treafury. 
Theft- two great minifters in the perfon of one great man 
could not agree, 'i’hey differed in their fentlments about the 
It'tdii- g of an account, the public could not by intrcatv orre- 
mnrftrancc prreure a fat^sfa^ffory knowledge of theapplication 
of their money. He. fmiled at the thought that the Chancellor 
of t' e Exchequer and Eirft Lord of the Treafury, who ought 
to have power to command thofe in inferior ftations todo their 
duty, {hould declare to that Houfe that he had not, or did not 
exerr that power. The noble lord had at length, from his 
own mouth, convinced him of what he had long very ftrongiy 
fufpefted, that a proper exertion was not ufed when and where 
it ought ; and that there was a difference of opinion about the 
matter in the proper offices. 'I’bere was great good fenfe, 
proprety, and policy in. his honourable friend’s motion, but 
yet he fait), be was perfc^Slly fure that Houfo would reject it j 
and that, becaufe the majority had received proper reafonsVor 
fo doing from the proper officer. Jt was very whimfical too 
that mure money iliould be required when a. lefs number of 
men were employed. But he fuppofed the noble lord kept in 
mind the old faying, “ that an Englifbfnan would fight beft: 
with a full belly and therefore, though wc had not quite fc> 
many cfFc<ff.ive ibldiers, yet they were all efl:et 5 ljve eaters^ and 
they ought to be well fed, whereby oi)c Englifbman might 
be enabled to cope wdth two of the enemy. He*^mentioned 
the trivial objeds of the inquiry, fubmitted tothe commiffiontrs 
of accounts., w’hile Harley and Drummond’s account lay un¬ 
thought of in the Treafury. He wifhed to fee the time come. 


When Guifeard’s knife was marked on Harhy’s gold. 



and longed for the opening of the Harlcian mifccllariy. 

The Lord jfdvocaie faid, the honourable gentleman nhuft L<t. 
cxcufe him, but he could not help faying, he had made ufe f"* 
of a great many words, and bad icarceJy faid any thing to the 
motion and amendment in queftion. The Lord Advocate 
ftiortly affigned his reafonsfor voting againft the latter, and in 
’Kdppcit of the former. ,He faid the amendment was pcrfc£lly 
uljpleff, as it tended .to do no more than the motion, 

K n n a , Mr, 
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fiff, PK fPof 1% fpoke 'in of the amendment.' 

On the qiieftion being put, the amendment was rejcflciJi 
orij:<inal motbn carried without a divifion. 

Colonel Barre tiqw called the attention of the Houfc to a|l 
inftfudtion which be wi/hed to move, and which he had inti- 
Tnated to the Houfe before, by which he bad in view to refeue 
the Houfc of Commfns''from the ignominy and the £hamc of 
abandoning their duty, and delegating a trull which was in- 
veiled in their hands by the rooh faerrd t.t all engagements, 
that of the conftiturion. T hey were fem to that Houfe fqr 
Itbe ejtprefs purpnfe of guarding the property of their conflitu- 
ctvts, the people of England, and of fiiperintending, checking, 
pnd controuling the public revenue, "J'hej’ cnuld not abandon 
jior delegate this trufl. 7 'hey could not place it in hands un- 
authorifed by the conftituent boJv, It was an inherent obli- 
jgarWn entailed upon them by the nature - f iheir ap) ohstment, 
and could neither be alienated for ever nor delegated for a 
time. - BifC this the Houfe of Commons and the Parliament 
had done, and he was anxi^u^ to move the p*efeni Houfe of 
Commons to a proper fenfe of their duty, that they might cor- 
rc£l the error and reprove the crime of their pteJcceflors. He 
warmly atticked lord North, on different grounds ; in parti- 
polar, he charged him with having told the Houfe, tliar the 
only propofition that went towards a plan of reformation, 
which the Cornmiilioners had venttfred to make in their le- 
ports, was impracticable. So that whatever good was pro- 
pofed to be derived,from this commlffion, wa*; to be defeated 
by the miniffer when it oppofed his deftrudlive fyftem of 
Influence, He faid, difficulties had arifen to the prefent com-, 
miffionprs, which wou|d not have been the cafe had the com- 
miffidners. been members e|f Pailtamcnt j in particular, the 
jlifferepce pf ppinion between them and the commiffiorters of 
fhe navy would never have occurred. He next reprehended 
Lord "North for.taking all the bufinefs of that Houfe into hjs 
own hands, and faid, that ‘be had not only nominated the 
prefept commiffioners, but had alfo nominated the lecrct corn- 
ihittee to inquire into the affairs of,the Carnatic, He dp- 
flared llkewife, that it was univerfally faid, tb.ai two of the 
prefent corpmiffioners, Sir Guy Carletoni and Mr. Pigot, had 
defired to retire, and to a£!l: as cpmrniffioners no longer; for 
which, as well as other reafpps,. preffed it home to the 
HpuTc to refumP their rlgh^, and no longer to suffer the public 
tal&e rpbbed, without thipir doing their duty, and proceeding-^ 
ta'-fesrrch put the robbers, and after due fexamination, todr^g 
fhem |o public juftlpc, |le,co»clttdpd moving, I'hat 
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St be a«i inftrbftlon to the faid coinmittee, that they hav^pow^ ' 
tt> make provjfion in the fajd bill for removing the rofnraijT* 
fii’ncrs named by the fat'd a£i:,‘ and for fubtlituung other conriii* ■, 
ntiilioncrs in their ftead, who are. memhers of the Houfe of 
Co(i.mt)ns/* 
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Lord North fiid, his ideas and his opinion as to the propriety 
and advantage of having the commifliftners of accounts cm- ■ ,>: 

ployed under the bill, at pfefent m force, to be gentlemen 
out of Parliament, h**d fo often been explained to the hloufe. 
in the laft fejffion, and were fo generally known, that i. was 
unneccUary for him to go much at length into.an anfwcr to 
the ohji dtions that had that day been ftated by the honourable 
gentlrfnan who made the motion then before the Houfe. 

The honourable gentleman had talked of the various moucs 
of eir dion, and had evert queftioned the faireft and moft im-. 
partial mode that could pollibly be devifed, by faying that the 
ferret committee appointed to examine into the ft ate of the 
difaiters m the Carnatic had been chofen at his nomination. 

Every body knew, that the committee in queftion were chofen 
by ballot } the aflertion, therefore,/tf the honourable gentle¬ 
man went rather to accufe the majority of the Houi'e, than to 
cha:j ehim with having made a nomination, whi h ih<'Journals 
fbewo/j moft incf»ntrovertibIy to have beetv me nomirtation 
of t't” Houfe of Commons. iJut it had been faiJ., “ that it 
would be more fatisfat'dory, even for the noble lord, to nomi¬ 
nate f ommifiioncrs of accounts from amotig the metpbers of 
Iha* Houfe, than for gentle * en, who we>'e not in Parlia¬ 
ment, fo be continued asc"mm:llif>n.ers under the prefent bill.’* 

In anfwei to this he mtift fay, that the noble. lord, he was 
furt*, if the commiflioners were to bq chofen'*from the members 
of that Moufc, would not wifli to hjtvetbe nomination of them. 

And one great reafon why he preferred gentlemen out of tho 
Hnufe wai», >.hat the Houf; might have the nomination of 
them ; by which all ideas and fuipicion of CQnno£kion might 
be removed ^ and all poftibility alfo. of the’tr being appointed 
for the purpofe of influence, i The honourable gt'ntlcfn..an 
bad alfo charged him with having faid, that the alteratioii 
propofed by the commiflioners of accounts in one r*f thcir ic- . 
pons, with regard to the manner of keeping the accounts of 
the navy, and with regard to the future canduiSl of treafurers 
of .the navy, was impra^i,cable. He had faid no fiich thing; 
the honourable gentleman, probably from a ■mifapprehenflon 
them, had miftated his words. What he had faid Was this ; 
that on receiving ifce report of the eommifliohers, the Lords 
of the I'reafury bad paid imrpediatp attention to it, and b^d 
ta^ea a gre^t d^al q( ‘pai^s to inquire by v^hat mean§ ibe ideas 





iff the commiffioner^ of afccounts fni^ht be beft carried into 
execution. With this view they had fent for the Comnnif- 
ftoners of the Navy Board, hatf confulted them upon the fufa- 
jc6l, and after the cpmmillRoncrs had rakrn time to confidcr 
upon it, they had declared that the plan was impra£tical>lc* 
Exa£By in this manner had he fUted the matter to rhe Houfe, 
while in a committee <Jn the reports of the Commidioners of 
Accounts; and he had exprefsly faid, at the time, that he did 
not pronounce the plan impracticable, but that the Navy- 
Board had ; and that fometimes the certainty of Ui.dinE: coo- 
fiderable difiSiculty in the way, made men think ibjt imprac¬ 
ticable, which, ftriCtly fpeaking, if attempted wiih fplrit, and 
followed up with perfevetance, would be found to be other- 
wife. He now repeated, that perhaps this would be found 
to be the cafe in the inftance alluded to, but u',e objt tlion 
that had beenfiated by the CommiiEoncrs of the Navy Board 
was a fufitcient inducement for him to decline propofin" 
he alteration fuggefted, by introducing anv clr for 

hat purpofe in the prefent bill. And indeed he could not 
.uit dsferve that the animaclverfion that had been made on 


this account, was far from civil with r..gard to the comnnf- 
fioners of the navy, who were men of known chara£lcr and 
tried Integrity; men who were as anxious to promote- the 
public lervice as the honourable gcmlernan, and who had oa 
many occadons difttnguifhcd tbcmfclvcs equally by their zeal 
and tiieir ability in orficc. He was at a lofs to imagine how 
the commiflioners, being members of Parliament, would 
have prevented this difterence of opinion, 'J’hc prefent 
commiffioners of accounts had ample'powers to examine on 
oath, and how they pleafed; and if their prt-fent powers 
were not fufficienr, he ihould have no objection to enlarge 
them. The faft however was, that the Loids of the 
Treal'ury, who had treated with the navy-board, weie all 
members of Pailiamcnt, and therefore the whole argument 
^on this point fell ro the ground, 

Thfi noble Loid confcire^ the very great importance of 
the truft which, the Iloufe of Commons delegated, and the 
benefits or the injuries that were I kely to fiow ftoin the wif- 
tloni or the fcllj of their condufl in this rc/pe£l:. But he 
acknowledged, /or h;s own part, that he faw no realcn nor 
argement for that the coremilBoncrs fhould be mem¬ 

bers of that Houfe, in preference to thofc Gentlemen who 
had, with fo much creJlit to ibcmfclves, and lo much advaif- 
tage to their country, afted under this commiifion for, tho 
twelve i^ionths, Therp were paaiiy rcafqns why the fame 
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gcntkmcn l’)e prefer ret!. They had, in the €rf!: Ju-^ 

ftanccj difeharged the gr«?at and important rrttft repofed in, 
them with the ntmoft hdcUty, and not only to the fatiafac- 
tion, but with the aiiplaufe of men of all dc^riptions. Wa« 
it becaufc they had lb a£tcd, and becaufe their labours bad 
been prod unlive of fo much , benefit, and attended with ib 
much praife, that they were now to ]ie*dil'inified r Whatever 
reafons he might have had in rite laft felhon,- when this com* 
niUiicri was originally inftituted, for preferrijog thofe gentle, 
men, he now had arlditional caufe for preference; he had the 
argument of experience, he had the argument of benefit to 
urge him to continue them. He had another confideration* 
'I'licy luid entered into the habits of -the bufincfs ; they had 
lurniounted the dilFiculties and delays which they found on 
entering into the talk, (and which gentlemen wrould re- 
inembcr were not few nor immaterial, and which muft Ije 
felt and undergone by new commiflioners, whether tlky 
were or were not members of tlint Houfe,) and the facility 
which they bad now acquired, by the progrtfs which they 
had made. Thefc were inducements which no doubt gentle* 
men would feel and ackqjpwlcdgc, when they rcfledted how ne- 
ceii'ai y dilpatch was in the hulinefs on which they were about 
to enter. All the experience that they had acquired muft bt 
loft. All tire previous .enubarrafirnents rouft again be fuffer- 
cd, if a new let of commifRoners were appointed. All the 
ofiginnl members wc could not have, Mr, Tiernay was no 
moie ; but the attendance which he had given had not been 
long, on actount of his health ; and the attention which had 
been given by the. other five, had rendered his Ibfs lefs mate¬ 
rial to the public than it otherways would havc’becn. Two 
of tiie comtnilfioners, it was faid, 'had exprclTed an inclina¬ 
tion to retire ; Sir Gay Carlcton and Mr, Pigot. It was 
undoubtedly true, that when it was ment^ned that this in¬ 
quiry into the extra ordinaries was inten'd'&d tp-be referred 
them, ihcfc gentlemen expreffedf fudi an inclination ; Sit 
Guy on account of his health ; and Mr, Pi^ot on account 
of Dufinefs, But he was happy to (ay, tliat he was auihp- 
rifed to declare, that tliofe gentiemen, from the xcal which 
they had for the fervicc, had determined to continue tfielr 
attendance, their defire of being ufcful getting' the betret 
of every other confideraCtiorii, As the bimnefs had, for tli« 
create ft part of the time, been executed by the five com* 
mifiioners, he did not mean to propofe a fixth geatieman in 
‘the room of ’Mr, Tiefnay. He believed, that no found ob- 
je^ipa could be m«dc to the coatumance of a commiffidn 4»£ 
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SSeStttwen blit of ParUamMt, wto >» "“ c“**^®* ' 

ft able, fo virtuoBs, and fo independent, as ihofe of whom 
wo had had the experienceifpccially when- it ims remem- 
Wed, that they only gave thetr reports, and mat Parba nent 
^s left to the free cxercifc ol their undoubted tignt 
powet,: uitimaiely to check and controul the expenoitote of 
■Sie public money. They delegated only the «anima on 
and not the tnift. They were not bound to “S™*‘o 

in obedience to the reports of the comroiflioncrt. They 

to ufe their difrreticn, and take only tlie benefit of their fa- 

intary affift.ince, without lieing diaatcd to pr 

in any deo-rec., For thofe Tcafons he fltould vote againft 

the motion for the propofed infim&ion. a • r 

“ The honourable WhW Pitt role next to make his fecond 
effav of parliamentary elocution m reply to lu^ Lordlhj . 
Thl Houfe received him with all that Ixlcnt attention which 
his former difplay of abilities, and the recoUeaion of his il- 
luftrious defeent Luld not hail to command ; a reipedt that Wsis 
foon overpaid by eloquence themoft perfuafive and elephant. 
He faid n was fo univcrfally admitted on general prim ipLs 
of theory, that the Houfe could notxonftitunonally delegate 
any of its powers and privileges, th* he wondcre-a that an\ 

ceLleman ihould hcfitateupon a qucftion of ^ 

catnre for a hngle moment; for what was the niawi n 

dirputeat prefent^ No lefs than, whether that Houic ftouk 
forego and delegate into other hands that moft cflcntial ot 
all tie vafiouJt privileges with which it was iiivcfted hy the 
conftitntion, the privilege of red felling the grievances and 
alleviating the burthens of vlic people ! 1 he people had called 
ttpon them to examine into the expcjices ot the war, to lee il 
thev could find a fyftem of refonnatian and oeconomy, and 
if tLv could, to take care that it wa& imincatately adopted 
and clofely adhered to for the future; this was a duty , which 
Arlren undireaedi they were bound to perform ; hut it was a 
which they not only had uniformly negkpcd to dil- 
€Urgc> but were now going to appoint others to do for them. 
It was the peculiar duty of that Houle to watch, ^amme 
and correfl the expehditutc of the public riioncy. He con¬ 
ceived the propofed delegation to be an ablolutc lurrtnder of 
that mofi invaluable right with whieh they were mvefted 
Sir conftituents, and for which in particnlarthey were ap¬ 
pointed. What was tt^ that gave the ,..^Io«lc. of Common* 
' ’their importance in 4:he Icgillature, thei-r rclpcd, and tlu-ir 
i-Authority ; what, but tlie.,power,of thepurfe, -every branch 

■<i£ he kg bad fomething peculiar, to 



to cbaradlctife It, and that which at once gave the cijara;jf|eF, 
and elevation of the Commons Houle of Parliament, was 


that they held the firings of the national purfe, and were 
intruded with the great important powe**, firft of granting 
the money, and then of correffing theexpendituve. To de¬ 
legate this right then he confidcred as a A’lclation of what 
gave them their chief confequence in the leglllature, and 
what, ai'»ove all other privileges, they could not furrender 
nor delegate without a violent breach of the cotiftituiion, 
TliC noble lord had told them, that in agreeing to the pre- 
fent bill and continuing the coinmiflion of accounts, they at 
leafl: ftiewed thcmlelves not inattentive to the wHbes of their 


conflltucnts, hccaufe a conimiflion of accounts was clearly 
calenlated to thiow light upon the matters deiired to be in- 
cjuired into; and in anfwcr to the ohjeftion, grounded on 
the circumftance that the conitnifiioners afting under the 
prefent conimiflion, were not members of Parliament, and 
confequently tiiat fuch a commiflion did not import in any 
degree, a compliance with the vidflics of the people, the plain 
language of udiich was, that the Ploul'e would theinfelvcs 
inquire into and redrefs their grievances. T'he noble lord 
was fully imprcflTcd with the importance of this commiflloD, 
he admitted its proper cxccution,to be eifential for the public 
intereft, and that the lAlvalion of the llaie depended upon it; 
yet he called upon the conllitutional guardians of the people 
to commit into the hands of others, a trufl fo unfpcakaUy 
confequcntial, and be mere fpeffators of an inquiry which 
was to decide upon the fate of their country. The noble 
lord had fliid, that the prefent commiflvoners of ^accounts 
wt-rc merely to inquire, examine, and report, and that it W'as 
referved for Parliament to judge, to determine, and to a£t ; 
that the final deliberation was referved to them, and they had 
the power to reje£l fuch mcafures, prbpolcd by the com- 
miflioners, as they might deem inconfiftent with the public 
welfare. How humiliating, how miferable a pi^ure of par¬ 
liamentary power was this 1 So then all the power of Parli¬ 
ament, with refpeft to the alleviation of national burthens, 
tl»e redrefs of grievances, the reform of ex pence, the (Eco¬ 
nomy, the fyftem, the elucidation of office, was funk into a 
difgraccful negative. One pofitive power indeed, an odfons 
power remained, the power of taxing the people whenever 
he noble lord thought proper. The power ot making them 
y for the noble lord’s wild fehemes and lavifli corruption, 
any plan was formed and fuggeflcd by which thoofands 
ight be faved, by which the expenditure might be limpU- 
Vo;,. m, O Q Q ^ hed^ 




tltc>Mocncc of thbCrown dirninilhed,' and tint rtfpon^ 

: Ability of mmiftcrs be naore clearly eflabliihcd ; by which 
tire engine of government mi^ht be relieved from that load 
©f machinery which^rendejred its movements fo How, fo in¬ 
tricate, and fo confufed ; then the Houfe oC Commons pof- 
felled only the power of putting a negative upon every i'uch 
propolition. The power of oppreffing and burthening the 
people, therefore was the only parliamentary power tliat re¬ 
mained pofitive and afllve, while the power of doing good, 
and of relieving the diftreffes of the fubjeff, waq jncrciy ne¬ 
gative. iJe had often heard that the Crown^ad a conditu- 
tional power of putting a negative on the afts of the Com¬ 
mons, but he had never before heard that the Commons had 
the power to put a negative on the wifhes of the people, 
when thofe wilhes tended towards tlie cftablifhmcnt of a plan 
of reformation. He was almoft going to fay, he could 
hardly have imagined that the noble lord would have ven¬ 
tured to afTert as much ; perfeflly fore he war-, that no man 
clfe would have dared to have fuggefted even an opinion that 
approached cowards fuch a portion. 

What then were the arguments on which the noble lord 
had retted the vindication of the Houfe for fuch fcandalous 
inatteniion to their buttnefs.* 

The noble lord had talked a great deal of the experience of 
the prefent comroifiioners, and had faid every thing in their 
praile, that the mott elaborate panegyrift could have uttered j 
he had collefVcd their eulogy from all fidcs-of the Houfe, and 
had poured forth a profufion of compliments on their won¬ 
derful ettbrts, and the great and foccefsful effefls of their in¬ 
quiry. Without ^defigning to detraft in tlhe leaft from their 
real merit, it was perreftly fair, he conceived, to examine a 
little what were the mighty benefits deduced to the public 
from the acknowlcdgecl induftry of thefe comniittioneis ? 
Theoretical principles, he was ready to admit, mutt fome- 
times be fuffered to^ivc way for the fake of praflical advan¬ 
tages, laat then the tirft ought never to be departed from, 
bat in cafes, where there was almoft a moral certainty that 
the feeond were within reach, and would be attained. In the 
pefent cafe the commilfioncrs bad examined into, and ftated 
in their reports the amount of feyeral balances in the hands 
of fcvcral public accountants ; in doing this, the noble lord 
would not, he trufted, venture to fay that they had done any, 
more than a commifiion hlled by members of that Houfe wM 
^^mpetent to perform. In his opinionj nothing could be 
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wiiorfc degrading to Parliament thon^fuch an Idieai: 
the natpre of h»s duty, every reprefentative of the pep^^ 
fhould be capable of examining how. their money wat 
expended* But were not many of thcip in fafl: veried in tho 
buiincfsof public accounts? In one of their reports, however,, 
they had come a little nearer to a comjsliance with the prayers 
of the people, and had gone fo far as ro point out with great 
humility and great deference, an alteration that feemed to thena 
likely to be attended with advantage to the people, by amor© 
cv:a:onoraicai regulation of office. What did the noble lord in 
that cafe ? Heput a negative upon it, and that not by any par¬ 
liamentary proceeding ; he did not even allow them the excr- 
cii€ of that power of judging and of afting, of which he had 
faid fo intich, but he took upon himfelf to negative the propo*- 
htion of thofo conimiffioncrs of accounts, in wnofe praile he had 
been lb lavifh, and to tdl Parliament, that although the corn- 
mi flioncrs had pointed out the inconvenience, and even lug- 
gelled a remedy, that he did not mean to attend to the one 
or adopt the other, becanfe he had been told by a great Board 
that the alteration projiofed was impraflicable. So that the 
nobie lord had difrcgurdcd the ijjp^rt of the conimiffioncrs, a 
report delivered in upon oath, and having all the fafils'flated 
in it afeertained upon the oaths of a variety of witneffics, and 
had preferred the loofe converfation of a public Board, ftlffer- 
ing them to become the unfwovn witnefl'es in their oWn caule. 
He had not the fmallcft objc&ion to the Board of Trearpry’'s 
conferring with the Navy Board, or any other, but it was a 
litttlc extraordinary, that the noble lord fliould have affigned 
it, as a reafon for not adopting the regulation propofed, and 
for not even giving Parliament an opportunity of putting its 
own negative upon it, that he had been told it was impracti¬ 
cable by the very Board likely to be affeCted' by the altera¬ 


tion. 


Such was the diftreffed fjtuation of this country nt prefent, 
that he yvas aware mere forms, and even thofe, which were 
the moft dear, moft eflential, and mofl: valuable forms of 
Parliament, muft be foregone for the fake of immediate and 
effential public cafe, fatisfa&ion, and benefit j he therefore, 
much as he diflik'cd the idea of continuing the'prclfnt cooi- 
.miffipners, in preference %b members of that Houfe, fofar 
differed from his honourable friepds, that he was itady to 
vote for the prefent bill, even undqjr the noble tord’s limita* 
lioa pfit, provided that immediate eafe, latisfa^ioh and be- 

Opp a nefit, 





jfOTt, "Would refult from it to Bie public; -but was this likely- 
to W the cafe ?, Let the noble loni, and let the Houfc 1x010111- 
ber, that ic vvas 00 tljc iiol^e lotd’s Solemnly pledging himfclf 
that the extraordinamsof the army ihould be fuboiitted to the 
inquiry of the commiffioners of accounts immediately that 
the debate on that immenfe claim for the prefent year had 
been given up. Tf therefore the noble lord now went back 
frorri his promife, if he fliifted the matter, and did not fulfil 
what he had pledged himfelf to'perform, all the world mult 
fee that the noble lord had‘cheated and enfnared the Ho&fc 
with falfe hopes, and hypocritically deluded them out of tliat 
full and fenitinous difcullion and inquiry into the extraordi¬ 
naries of the army which afubjeft of fuch great importanct 
undobbtcdly called for, and would have met with. But the 
noble lord having pretended, tiiat he himfclf -v;as aftonilhed 
at their enormous amount, and having pledged iiimfclf, that 
^'e commiffioners fhould be inftruflcd to inquire into the 
cauie of it immediately, thc Houfe had coniidcncc in hU pro- 
iriifCj'and chopped,,or Icaft'fufpended tlic invefligation. What 
was it 'that had carncd' the noble lord tbvouglj the prclent 
fefliori but li'.c promife-pf the reformation which the com- 
miflidners of accounts were to clfedl ? and what liopcs were 
there of their doing any good under the prefent circuiuliances 
of the epmmiflion ? The noble lord has laid, the reafon wdiy 
he was not willing to accede to the propoiition, to infert ihc 
word **’ inuncdlately,’^Tiiovcd in the preceding debate by 
his Iiohourabic friend, was.this ; liecaufc they had not yet gone 
through'that ground of inquiry they had begun upon, a 
ground of inquiry extremely narrow of itfelf, and which he 
could not bat fufpeft had been ftudiouily laid down by the 
original bill, as the objelft to which the coramiliioners were 
firft to direft their attention, by which Parliament and the 
people would be diverted and hlenced'. And here he muft 
^remark, and he verily believed it, on his credit, his honour, 
and .his confci.cncc, that the’ noble lord meant and defigncd, 
tliat thfe’opromilhoncTs fpend their time in inquiring 

Into rrMe^^ 'without going into an examination of anv gicat, 
exteii^ve; anil important obje£f^ tlie"' better to continue the 
, deception', and to carry A 3 n the hypocrify and deceit that had 
already kd that Houle into fo many votes dilgraceful to 
thcmfelvcs and ruinous to the public. 

’ The noble lord, afFdlling more than cointnoa modefty, 
"Mr, Pitt obferved, had (pokea in the third peribn, “ the no¬ 
ble lord, he was fiire, if the cohuaiinoneti were to be chofen 
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■ fi*om among the members of that Houfe, ^osld & 0 t wiHi 
have the nomination of them.’* This was a lingular 
from a miniflcr who had named every one of the pre'fent * 
commlfiioners; bvit, perhaps, it had Ibgic truth in it. ' la-", 
deed he would do the noble lord fo much juftice as to declare, 
that if his honourable friend’s motion was carried, and it was- 
agreed that the commililoners to a£t uhder the new bill, were 
to he cKofen from among the members of that Houle, by 
ballot, he did not believe the noble lord would interfere, ana 
make up a lift of names, who on all occaiions were founct 
Among his followers. Such a rncafurc would be too palpable, 
and loo grofs a mockery of all juftice, and all fairnefs, for the 
noble lord to venture; it would be at the fame time too lliamc* 
ful an avowal of inlluencc for the noble lord’s tools to fubmit 
to, pliant and accommodablc as they were, and too groft even 
for the profligate impudence of his adherents to defend. The 
noble lord, therefore, might fafely adopt the propofition, 
and might reft aflured, he would not be accufed of having 
ufed the influence of his fituation to procure a partial ballot. 
The prefent commiflioncrs were faid to be experienced, be- 
caufe they had already executed fome part of their'buflneft, 
and made very accurate reports; but itfhould be remembered, 
that the inquiry they had hitherto made, was of a nature 
quite different from that on which they were now to enter. 
As yet they had only examined into the receipts of the Ex- 
che(j_uer and other branches of public accounts, which were 
recommended to their attention by the Board of Treafury as 
primary objefts, when the commiflion was firft inftituted, 
and which were undoubtedly very finaple; but thofe greater 
and more general objects of reformation, for which a coiumif" 
fion of accounts was firft propofed, had not been touched 
upon. In every future branch of tlic bufinefs, therefore, 
they were intirc novices, except in ope article of. the firft 
clafs that ftill remamed to be examined; they had ftill to. 
determine how much current cafh fhould remain with the 
payraaftcr-g^fneral; but there was time enough for an inquiry 
of that kind before the expiration of the former aft, and an¬ 
other report might ftill be received this feflion. In what, 
dben, as to the grand objefts of reformation, were thofe gen¬ 
tlemen better qualified for commiftioners than inembjrrs of 
of that Houfe ? Not, furely, by their former habit of 
^life ! No one could refpeft their ^charafters more than him- 
felf; but what were their former avocations f One w'as 
Sir Gny Carlciop^ an ofl|ccr of diftinguiftied uterit ; , but 
p,'- military 



were not neceffarily connected i 
aikOtUcr^ Mr, Pigot, was young in a profeiBon to which he 
wuld not be thought ?n enemy, but he could not admit that 
it^^ualiBed gentleme:^ for a commiffion of this kind; added 
to theft, there were Mafters of Chancery; in (hovt, men of 
alinoift every defeription, but of that peculiar defeription 
which belonged to members of that Houfe, viz, men accuf- 
tomed to traofafting national bufimefs. 

Another ai-girment ufed by the noble lord was this, that a 
delay having occurred in the initiation of this buhnefs, it 
would be again retarded, by changing its condudors; for 
the delay had not arifen from any oflicial negltd of the I rea- 
fiary: no,, that was impoffible; they could never think of 
o^ru£ling an-inquiry into national expenditures. But here 
former anfwer would apply ; the future fubiedt of inquiry 
differing cffehtially from the paft, if preparation was nucef- 
fary, it would be equally fo to the old as to the new commit’- 
iipners; for the former would of courfe deliver over to their 
fucceffors all papers and articles of undigehed evidence now 
^ in their pofleflion. 

*lhe noble lord'had admitted, that it was true Sii Ciuy 
Carleton and Mr, Pigot had delired to retire, and that for 
reafons before flared; but that I'uch was their good 
wdhes, fuch their zeal to ferve the public, from a confeiouf- 
nefs of the good tliat had arifen, and of the greater degree of 
good that might arife from their,profecution of their labours 
aa domnaifEoners, that they had determined to give up cvery^ 
porfonal confidcration, and continue toa£t under the renewed 
commiflion. The plain Englifh of this argument, Mr. Pitt 
laid,. was, that Sir Guy Carleton had determined to have no 
more Ul-health, and that Mr. Pigot was determined to have 
no more bufiaeis. For this, ridiculous and abfurd as it was, 
was the only rational interpeetation that could be put on tiie 
noble lord’s words. Again, the noble lord had boafted great¬ 
ly of the e^xperience of the prefent commjlhoncrs, anti had 
faid, that no perfons could be equally capable of diicharging 
the duty c<»ftOaiffiottcr$ with thofe who had been tried, who 
had been.fbufidable, and who had given proof of their talents, 
their alEduity, aqd their integrity. He admitted that they 
were imcn aole, induftriou^ and honeft; that'their report* 
were clear, and their attention indefatigable. ' ^ut;as to their 
foperior .abilities and aiBdtpty; without his fele£ling any of 
tl^e gentlemen, whom he,had the happinefs to fee round" 
him, fufeiy it would he no very difficult matter to find fix 
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gcntltitieft on fitliev fide of tfie Hotifcj to tfic M,! 
prompt, as indullrious, and as honcjH:, as thclprciont cbris* 
iniflkim^rs of ai'coimts had (hewn thcmfelves. 

Mr, Pitt aikcd whether there would pot be more dignity, 
as well as more power, in a coitimUfion of accounts filled by 
Members of Parliament than men of heterogeneous profeffions, 
almoll; inacct flkilc fiom their place of nfeeting, as they fat in a 
commlifion filled by Scarcely any perfon knew vvhoiU, or 
where ? 




After a variety of particular arguments, all firongly ap- 
pllc'’blc VO what IjOiv] North had fuggefted, Mr. Pitt relum¬ 
ed his general argument, as well on the propriety and the ne- 
cc llity of reformation as on the duty of theHoufe, tolifien to the 
voice of the people, and do fometJiing more than follow the 
noble , lord in every propofition he offered, let it be good or 
b;id, folid or fiiperficlal, politic or impolitic. He carnefliy 
conjured them to ui'e their own eyes, and to confult their 
own ttndevfiandings; to return to a fenfc of their duty to the 
people, to aft like honeft independent members of Parliament, 
and no longer implicitly to pin their faith on the fieeve of <i ^ 
miinUcr, whole foie objeft: it was to deceive and millcad, 
jufl as Ix'fi aiifwcrcd his purpofe. He concluded with a pa- ^ > 
thcric exhortation to the noble lord, tliat he would at Icaft 
give up this point, and fliew the public that fome fubfiantial 
remedy was intended for thtir complicated misfortunes. If 
th is commiflion was properly conftiiuted, there might fiilf 
remain ibiiic hopes for the pfofpcrity of this country, for 
having once returned into the path of reft:itudc, they might 
go on progivfiively from one ftep of reformation to anotlier ; 
i)niir the motipn was rejefted, and the old vicious fy ft cm of 
govcrniiaent thus in every point tcnacioufly adhered to, the 
iVcedoin of the people and the independence of that Houlo 
niuft be buried in the fame grave with the power, the opu¬ 
lence, and the glory of the empire, 

'1‘hc <iueftion was now put, and the Houfe divided — 

Ayes 42, Noes 98. 

Mr. llujpy then rofe, and called .the attention of the Houfe Mr. ffujpy, 
to the bill on a great point, via, whether by the wording of 
ir, the commiftioners wej-e empowered to inquire what mo¬ 
ney there vvas in the Exchequer ,itfelf, as well as in the hands 
of public accountants ? 

Lord North convinced the hpnoi|rablc gentleman, that it 
\i?^8 expreftly cnafted in the bill, that the cotomiftioners of 
* account 
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account fliouM examine Into the i^at€ of money in the Ex-* 
chequer, as well into the bands of the public accountants. 

7'hc Houfe then rcfolved itfclf as in a committee upon the 
bill, and went through the claufes, 

June 1, 

On the firft reading of the bill, for paying in and applying 
to the public for ferviee, a portion of the furplus profits of the 
Eaft-lndia company, 

* Ut,, lltijly Mr. i/fz/ivly obierved, that though the fecond reading might 
be the inoif proper time, yet, as the very principle of the 
bill militated againft the intercfls of the company, and the 
council were acquainted with the nature of it, he did not fee 
why they might not be heard againfl the bill in the very llril 
llagc of It. 

TI»e5/#<iJl<rr, The Speaker here interfered, and faid, it fur.ely could not 
Ije a queftion, but that the counfcl ought to be heard upon the 
fccond reading of the bill. 

Mr. Bankes faid, that he knew not whether he was in order 
or not, in venturing to fpcak his opinion in this fiage, as he 
. :r was a ftranger to the forms, and had never ventured before 

to fpcak his opinion in that Houfe.—The Speaker informed 
him, that if he intended an oppofition to the bill he was per- 
..J., fefVly in order to fpeak in this, or any other flagc; and there 

could not be a more proper time than on the reading of the 
title of the bill, to Hate his oppofitions to the foundation and 
intention of it. 


U^.Samkei* Mr. Banhs then fald, that he intended to oppofe it, and 
he could not fee how any gentleman, who could read the J<mr- 
nals, or look at the ftatutes, could at all think of hearing 
counfcl at that bar, where every perfon, he was fine, by 
making thofe references, which he fhould point out to them, 
and obferving tthofe records which had been framed in this 
Honfc, would be able, by feeing them, to determine on this 
point, v.'ithout any afliftance from counfcl, or any other guide 
but plain common fenfe; unlcfs I'omc perlbn could prove there 
were other Journals and other ftatutes. than thofe to which 
he fhould refer them. He ftj^ted, that in the month of March, 
1773, and he faid, that the obfervaiion of the particular 
periods of each tran faction was neceflary ; a petition was pre- 
lented front the E.tft-India company, praying, that during 
llteir then prefent diftrefTcs, and until they had paid off* the 
onc-half of the debt which they at that time owed the public, 
they might be reftrain'ed from making any dividend abofu 
iix per cent, and that W'hcn they had cleared oft' the public 

demand 
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demand vipon them, tlicy might then divide at ‘Tbe’*‘r]ite 6f 
feven per ccnr. but not exceed that until the bonH-dt'f)t of the 
haft-Indla ctimpany fboDld be reduced to one nillltoii and an 
half, and lliat then the company niould.tlividc eight percent. 
That in Apill following, the HenU'o entered into thole rcl’o- 
Uition*!, which the noble lord in rhe blue ribbon made tl)e' 
founchuion of the prefenL bill; l)ut v?hich resolutions, fo far 
as they relate to the prelcnt ipjchion, he was certain were 
totally done away by the fubfetjuent aft of Parliaimnt, made 
in pm'liiancc of thefe relbiiiiion>, and containing the wliple 
ot ilic.c rei'nlntions, being ten in number, that only excepted 
on \vhi<h the noble lord had founded the prcl'cnt bull, and the 
realdn ot the ncglcftiiig this rcfolution may bo drawn from 
the ioiiowiag circiimftance : In the interval, between the pall- 
in;' of tilde rclbiutions and the iniroduftion of the bill, a 
petition was prefented from the Kaft-India company, com- 
jihiinlng of feveral of ilic terms impoled by the reroiutions, 
and jiiaving to have iltc matter fettled in the courts below ; 
and the Houle palied the L>i}l which had ncglcftcd this rdo- 
luiion, uhicli was the great foundation on vvJiich the noblo 


■lord lounded his prclent demands, moll likely in conl'cipiciK c 

of tlie cumolaint,• and IiutIv the Houfc would agree ili.tt the 
^ • • » > 

lilil havin?^ neoiefted this rcfolution, it was of courfe done 
awav. It, liOwevtT, there were any doubt with regard to 
tills, it might not be improper to look to the period when the 
company’s charter doled, in 1779, and it was thought ne- 
cclfarv, by a temporary aft, to grant the company a renew al 
for a s ear; was there any airertion of thefe claims which arc 
now demanded? No; it was cnnfted, that for the furuic 


profits they fbould await lurh agreement as might lie made 
Leiwcen the romi»any and Parliament. ]i)ici this I'ecm like a 
1‘uppolition of a right in Paiiiament to the foperlucration of 
the com]>any ? Having Hated thefe rciblutions and proceed¬ 
ings of former Parliaments, whence he though|; it might be 
deduced, that there was no legillative opinion of the Houie 
to juftify a claim on tlie profits of the Kaft-indla company, 
he ihould therefore move for deferring the faithcr conlidcra- 
tion of the bill to this day three months. 

Lord North fatd, that tlie manner as well as the matter of Li. AV/k 


the honourable gentleman, W’ho had fo ably fupported the 
Eaft-India company, metited a reply ; he Ihould therefore 
think hiinfelf UDjuftihable if he did not make one, even in 
%this, though an unufual ftage of thTs bulincfs. But he hoped 
the honourable gentleman would excufc him, if in thb Hage 
V.OL, HI. P p p he 
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he was rather fliort. He faid, that he certainly wifhed an 
;ai;rccment, but the company had dec! ned one. That the 
j>ublic, before ti'C misfortune of the company, from which 
they had been exf.ic.ucd by i!\c public, had a confiderable 
gain by the Eail-lndiacofnpany, under an agreement whicli 
was given up for a lime by the public, to alleviate the diflrcls 
of the company; and* !ic would vc lUurc to fay, it was not 
honouralde or juti, b-veaufe the merry cf liie public had in¬ 
terfered between the company .and ruin, that tticy fliould on 
the aggrandizement of the company iole their former advan¬ 
tages h>r a more recent merry. 

r»y tlie agreement in 17^7, the right to the participation 
was fettled, and the terms of it hxed. In 177/, it was by 
agreement fufpended for a tline, on account of Ib.e bad {fate 
of the company’s aiFalrs, The natuie of that fufpenfion was, 
liiat if fhoukl only be for the time of ihcir Jiftrefs; tliaf ii[ne 
was nov\» paft, and th,c public had a right to the .'ntiupa- 
tioii. The only (jueftion therefore was, the iufl p icipaiion 
and the juft fum to which the public were- inriilcd. 

^t.Eanh-s. Mr, the noble lord had miftr.kcn hii aignmn^t 

entirely ; for he had no ohje6,\ion to come to the cjiu (lion a-; 
a fubjeft of future regulation ; but us a matter of right to ilic 
prefent fum he muft clearly objeff to it; for llie light ceuld 
only arife in two ways, by act of P uliament, or by agret- 
nieiit between parties, iu neither of which ways it had anfen. 
Mr. Mr. Demisfi:) froke liighly in praife of Mr. Jlankts, and 

fifr, averred that prccv-dents were againft the noble lord. He 

faid, that as tlie mrinagement of the trade and participation 
of the profits were regulated by ftaiute, if any diftercnce 
fhouid arife, the proper place for tlic explanation of it would be 
the courts below, where the matter, from the diligence of 
the law officers of the Crown, might be adjufted as foon as an 
a£t of Parliament could pafs that Houfe, 

Mr* Mr. Po-wys reprobated the conJuft of gentlemen in the fe- 

veral ftages of this bufinefs. After a debate of five h.ours, he 
had quilted the Ploufe in doubt which way to vote ; and on 
his departure, he met feveral gentlemen entering the Houfe 
who immediately voted, without hearing one word of the 
debate, with the minifter; but he doubted not tiiat they had 
very folicl and weighty reafons for their conduft. He con¬ 
curred with Mt. Dempfter in the propriety of bringing it 
before the courts below. ' 

TEAiWugeKt. Earl Nugent rofe, he faid more to compliment the worthy 
young member, who had eminently diftinguifhed himfclf in 

' , his 
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his firfl' fpeccli, than for the fake of any thing that he had to 
the queftion. 'I'he honourable member had delivered him- 
felf with To much rcalbn and clot|usute, he declared, he ne¬ 
ver was more won vijjnii in all his life, mid he bellcied irl his 
confcience, that he would have compkicly convinced fisc 
Houfe if lie liad not fpokcii in fo bad a paulb. 'I hc noble lord, 
however, denied, that the cafe between the public and the 
c (uupany cciuld be ient to Wcdminflcr-hfaU, as it was a di'- 
puio re'pciiVmg the tcrsitojlal rcvciiues, and the courts of law 
could not take anv c(';>ni/ance of the riirhts of fovcrekiitv. 

In the report lately made to llie Ccart oi Direclors, rela¬ 
tive to the right of the company to the teiriiorial revenues 
and acquifilions, it was flated, that the influence of com¬ 
merce :tnd arms, which had cnaldcd the company to make 
ronqsic'ds, were lb blended and interwoven, that it was im- 
])oflililc to al'certain which had made the road to conquefl, 

commerce or arnisd’ Now, let commerce (laid he) have 
hasl ever ib great a lliare in tiie conqueilof the territories in 
India, as arms had co-operated, the cunqueft mull neceflarily 
be vcucd in the Crown ; they could belong only to the ibve- 
rcl'm, and could not become matter of judicial inveftisation. 

The Icgillature alone was to decide, and no appeal could lie 
but to the Lord of Hofls, 

The Houfe divided, when the numbers were, that the hill 
be now read : Ayes, 53; noes, 42. — The fecond reading 
was then ordered for Friday next. 

Mr. Alinchln now called the attention of the Houfe to a UrM.nibi>i 
motion refpediing the unhappy fubje^ls of Great-Britain, 
failots and Ibldiers, to the number ot more than 3';oo, con¬ 
fined as prlfoncrs in Spain. His motion was for e^itiaTs and 
copies of all fuch letters and ncgociations as had taken place 
in regard to the cxchitnge of thefe prifoners. He faid he 
would explain his motives for this, if there was any oppofi- 
tion made to the motion, which he did not conceive there 
could be. 

Lord North begged to know the reafons. Nani,. 

Mr. A'lifichin then faid, that his reafons W'ere, that thefe 
prifoners had continued long in a ftate of moft diftreffing 
and cruel confinement. He had been given to underftand 
that their treatment was exceedingly feverc, and that num¬ 
bers of them had iniified into the fervied of Spain, froav the 
iieglc£l of their own country, and defpair of receiving their 
liberty. He was told that it had bJen principally owing to 
their a^liviry and exertions in the erei^ion of works that the 

Ppp St Spaniards 
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Spaniards had bem able to make their approaches fo near 
to tl c warnfon of Gibraltar, and deftroy that town and the 
property of the inhabitants* It was ihc duty and the hvifi- 
jif’fi- ttf rrniiiHers to fee that this ufefdl body of men were re' 
florrd to Thi'ir country j and rtlici-ed from ihofc tempfationt 
rr> v.-hu h humr.n naturae is incident in fuch a (iate. He rail¬ 
ed foi tlrsTe paper-, in order u» he ih,.tthevhad exerted rnem- 
fclvcs r>r tiieii !>'c.»vxry, ai.d th.it they had n'^'t ber'n pnvent¬ 
ed by iome point ot pun(*'Vilio and etiquette, Jn 

this he ti lifted he Ihould b«» fectf'.ded by every pent'ernan 
who paid rCjiard to that mod valu-ible body of men, and who 
would not fuller them to be made, wilfully, the fpnrt of for"- 
tune. If the ^^r-O I'camcri now lying in a Spainfa 
were got back, they would man live fliij^s of the Irne. hx- 
clulive therefore of ituniaihrv he vi'ilhcd to know who the 
peifoils were who had been fo inattentive to their duty, as 
not to rcclairn them fooucr, and procure their rcleafo, to pre¬ 
vent them from entciing into the fervicc vt the Spaniards, 
and ill orvier to man more linfidi (hips. 
z,J Sir Rtchnrd Sui/'Ji faid, the Houfe had frequently been en¬ 
tertained with fuch dories, but there was iu> foundation for 
them. He had fesn a gentieman l.itcly returned from Spain, 
and he could alfuie the lloufe, that none of the Hritiih fea- 
nien confined in Spain, hud been employed at Gibraltar, 
Many of them, indeed, had been enticed at Cadiz, to enter 
into the Spamin !\rvice, and fuch thinfrs would always hap- 
peivunder firtiilar circuniiiancci. At firfi, he faid, the i>ri- 
ti/li pfiforicrs were tjf d with forre fevcfiry, fir places wera 
not piovidcJ fi.r tht.ir reception^ nor funds indiiuied for th'tir 
fubfiftence; but afterwards llu-y were well treated, 'rhe 
Spiniards had rendered ihcir fiuiation as comfortable as pof- 
iible, and had fnewn a great predileclion in their favour. 
As t(i the qudtion, he thought it very improper, and aficcii 
the honourable gentleman, who moved it, li he meant to 
cail any blame ut'on adminiftration. 

The hononr.ahle , gentleman frequently entertained the 
Houfe with anccdotc-i, but that which he had given to day 
was founded in miftake ; indeed it was ludicrous In itfclf, to 
fnppofc that a few feamcn, who only know the handling of 
ropes and the management of great guns, were the engi¬ 
neers that let fire to Gibraltar. 

However, fuppofing the honourable gentleman well found¬ 
ed in all he bad advanced, there could be no grounds for lay¬ 
ing thole papers before Parliament, except Ibmc proof of 

neglc^, 
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iie;;k£i, or inattention, hatl been proved on thofe whofe 
pjoviiKC it was to tVttlc cartels. 

Mr, JJ(lb rofe with i^ieat inclif^natlon at what the honour-Mr. aVti. 
able who fju'ke laft had laid, hie thought the 

inanritr in which h iirxl treated the I'rtbjccl very improj.cr, 
and did iioi iliink ir [>oc.'ir.c him to tell th.e Home, that the 
ji<4»OLi!:.!.Ie gcntleni.m near liim I'ad.often entortained the 
lioufc with I'uch floiieo. I'or his parr, he did not often 
itu'ihie the Hoiitr, but he too had a ilory which he would', 

nb their pcniiiilion, tumble them with. He had it fu>tn 
a geiiilcnian ji.ft come home from Spain on his parole. Can- 
Tain roxail, of the Royal Charlone Kaft-lndiaman, told 
him, that in the priibn he was in, he left upw'ards of 1.JOO 
Ibitiih hamen bcliind. The prl'on too W'as fo loaUi- 
jemc anti confined, tiuv could hardily live in if, and for 
It/Hie lure ilicy liad no ;illov\ancc at all of provifions, and 
at oih'-r times itaiCLly eiionaj) for the men to live upon j for 
tiie Spaniards, who had not taken any priloners fo long, up- 
O'l till ir kite c:!”tmc of ihcW cft and Kail India fleets, were 
at a lo'.n to ka.-'.v lio'.v to treat their prifoners. When Ca]>- 
tain I'oxail jcit Spain ilicrc were 1300 fcamen confined in 
anotiier gaol, and it was the general declaration amongft 
them, that unlefs they were loon rclealed by the intercefhon 
of tlie lirltilli court, they would enter into the fcrvicc of 
the enemy rather than live immured in gaols and dungeons; 
and before Captain V’oxall came away there was fcarcc a day 
palled that-fcveral did nut enter into the Spanifh fervice, 
tome days fifteen, feme days twenty, and fome days thirty, 
went in Ijodics, and thegreateft ei conr^gement was given to 
them on board the fhips, on account of thefuperiordilciplinc 
and llvlll that they had. 

Mr, T. To-Mufjead reprehended the gentlemen on the Mr. r. 
Treafury-JScnch for alking, with what view Mr. MinchiuTowryW, 
made his motion. He attacked Lord Sandwich on the dif- 
graccful clrcumftance of having both ends of the channel 
blocked up with the enemy’s fhips, while our Weftern fqua- 
dron was fafe in port. He adverted to Monfieur Ic Motic 
Picejnet’s having captured the St. Euftatia fleet. He de¬ 
clared it was fcandalous, that no 1/Ord of the Admiralty was 
prefent, when it was known that an Admiralty queftion was 
to be agitated. 

Lord liortb faid, that undoubtedly the prefent queftion I-oraAVri. 
%was, properly fpcaking, an Admiralty queftion, and if the 
honourable gentleman had informed any Lord« of the Admi¬ 
ralty 
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' rally of liis intention to move it, foinc of them ouglit to 

have heen prefent; if he had nor, it was his fault. His 
Lordlllip faid farther, that he knew a cartel was in agency, 
and that it was hkely to be liion fettled, but that a claim 
we had upon the Spa*ni:irds for twelve hundred prilbncrs had 
flood in the way of its being fettled. He added, that he 
was a little furprifed at hearing his queftion to llte honour- 
h!)Ic gcnilcman, as to the view with which he had made his 
motion, treated fo vehemently. The queflion was by no 
means an infolcnt one; on the contrary, it was perfectly 
parliament^ry. Calling for papcis was not a matter of 
courfe ; and gentlemen mull know that it was alvvays ufual 
to open the grounds of fuch motions to the Houfe. 

With refpe^f to a complaint that had been made, relative 
to the St. Kullatia fleet, he could alTurc the Houfe, from his 
own certain knowledge, that two frigates had been dil'patch- 
ed to warn it of the encm’ys approach, though by feme 
misfortune they had nor been .ible to fall in with it. 

Mt.Afinfhin Mr. A^bichm (aid, that he had tcgularly given notice of 
his motion in the Houfe two days before. 

^hC.Teuge. Sir George Ton?e faid a few words, with regard to the right 
the Houfe had to expeft fome information on a point of fo 
much importance. 

SifOaMoB Si*' Richard Sutton ftiid, he did not doubt but proper means 
were taken to reclaim the fqanien, but gentlemen Ihoulcl re¬ 
member they had not been there any very confidcraLlc time, 
and the fcttlement of a cartel was not the work of a day. 

Air, JEurkf, Mr. f-.urke rofe next, and began with remarking that no¬ 
thing was more delufive than meafuring time by a fucccHion 
of ideas; the miforahle and happy had very different ideas 
of time; what were hut minytes 10 the latter, were hours, 
days, and montlis, to the former. So the poor captive 
thought his confinement much longer than he did who put 
him in prifon. With regard to what the honourable ba¬ 
ronet had faid of the predileftion and affection of the Spa¬ 
niards for our failors, now their prifoners, he faid it was 
but a poor comfort lb a Rriiifli feaman, lying in a Spanifh 
gaol, to be told that his enemy liad a prediledion for him, 
w'bile be felt the neglcft and contempt of his country, who 
made not the Icaft erfort to rcftorc him to his liberty. It 
was not the humanity of an enemy that a Britifli feaman 
ought to rely on ; it was the benignity of Great-Britain 
that he ibould look up to. <• 


He 
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He faicl, that by the clii'^raceful pra£tice of war, the un¬ 
happy fcanicn were, by the iiuprefs^ clragf^eti on flup-boartl, 
contrary to all their prayers and rcmonlb anccs; yet they 
genevoully forgave the injury, and fpught the l}atiles of 
ihcir country. In return for this, when they fell into fo¬ 
reign captivity, they were neglected and loigotten; were 
left to pcrifl) in a lultry climate ; jt was even deemed fac¬ 
tious to inquire after them ; in a word, they found in the 
Tid mi rally only an iron hand to opprefs, but no compafiioa 
110 fpirit, to protect them. 

Auguftus, the Roman emperor vvas fo affefted with tlie 
lofs of his legions, that he even invoUed the manes of their 
dead Ckijiral to rcftorc them back to him, /'arrr, te.-uic mwi 
If^ione^ ! So might tliat lloufe fay to Lord S—— reJde tiobis 

h'auiai! S-! ( iivc us back our feanien, our fhips, our 

troops, or.r wealth, loft by thv curfed treafons; 

O thou Ihirl of Sandwich, who wall born to be the curfe 
of thv counlrv, who llwft only to accumulate diflionour 
on licr bead, to deft; oy lit r boa Red na\y;, icRore, rcRoie 
tons, ilioit; bra\c men who weie tlirown into chains by thy 
■ncgligakc, and rciij;tin in tiiem by ihy icandaious inhu- 
lunnity ! 

With rcfpcfl to the capture of the St, Euftatia fleer, he 
wiRied 10 Isiy nothing ; it coniained the plunder of liritilb 
fubjedls, and if Britilh lubjrfls chofc to infurc it, let them 
fuffer ; but when the noble Lord talked of fending two fri¬ 
gates, it was truly ridiculous ; they were fent not to warn 
the ilect of danger fo mucli as to incur danger thcmfelvcs., 
and add to tire eenqueft of llie enemy ; that was not the 
kind of fcrvice we had a right to demand of the Admiralty, 
they fhould have repelled the enemy inftcad of pn claiming 
his approach. The Euftatia fleet however was taken, and 
about that he did not intcreft himfelf j his objc-iSl was a no¬ 
ble one, it \vas the prore£fion of our brave opprefled iailors, 

'and not of plundeud property; for that objeft he would 
contend, even if the prclbnt motion was rejefted ; for he 
would move another, not of inquiry, but cenfurc on the 
man who had decreed, that though thofc brave fellows were 
treated with predilc£Hon by their enemies, they ihould 
ineet nothing but contempt in that country they bled to 
defend. 

Lord Lijburne came into the Houf| while Mr. Burke wasLd. 
fy^aking, and rofe as foon as he concluded, to vindicate^*"’”* 
Jiimfclf from tlie .charge of inattention, in being abfent 

when 





when the motion was made ; he declared that he had fto in¬ 
timation of it bat about half an hour before, and could not 
follow !he fteps of the honoura]>lc gentleman wherever he 
pleafcd to move, ile explained the delay in exchanging 
prifoners with Spain to have arjfcn from a dispute between 
that country and thiSy concerning TAvelvc hundred prifoners 
fet at liberty by Sir George Rodnt'y, for wdiicli they rc- 
fufed to account; and, till this cliiTerenee was adjufled, it 
was impoflible, he faid, that any cartel could be fet¬ 
tled. 

l 4 r. Mr. Minzhtn demanded to know tvhat kind of no^-icc the 

noble Lord expeded. His motion had been intim itfd, and 
flood on tiwe books thefe two days ; lie had dilclotVd ii« exaft 
import to all who afked it, and particularly to a miniftcr 
the night before. ‘On thefe grounds he fubmined to the 
Chair, whether his notice had hern anywife defeflive. 

TheS/taier The Speaker faid, as he was apjjcdlcd to, lie inufl: de- 
a dare, that the notice was, in every reloed, regular and 

candid. 

I/flrij n^t I^orcl G. Germaine pcrfedly coincidrj in this opinion ; 'no- 
Oermtiae, ccrtainiv givcn of the moiion, and the Houfe were 

properly prepared ■ for it. He explained the nature of 
the difputc, fubfilling at prefent between the Spanifli agent 
and our commidioners of lick aud hurt, vidiich he hoped 
' would now fbon be adjufted, and every difficulty in fettling 

' . the cartel would then be obviated. The difpute was about 
the 1200 Teamen relieved by Sir George Rodney, but which 
he helievcd would be fettled within a few days. 

The Houfe divided :•—Ayes 29; noes 53. 

Ut^Burle. Mr. Bui'ke then made his motion, which vvas a propofuion 
of cenfure, That there have been 3000 Biitiih feamen 
and foldiers confined in the prifons of Spain firKe the inonih 
of Auguft laft ; and that no fatisfadory information has 
been given to the Houfe to fhew that the necclfary fleps have 
been to procure their exchange.” 

Some debate of the fame nature enfued on this, and the 
Houfe again divided: Ayes, 32; noes, 54. — Adjourned to 
June 6. 

Jane 6, 


A petition was prefented from the governor, fub-governor, 
Slid direfliors of the Coppany of the Bank of England, which 
was md, and referred to a committee of the whole Houfe.' 

Iho 
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The Houfe went into arormnitteeof ways and means, and ^ 
the petition from the governor and company of the Bank of 
England was ret erred to them. Lord North flated the j?ur- 
port of it to he, that their charter expiring in the year t/Sjf, 
they apj)liecl to P.irliament for the renewal of it for twenty- 
one years from that period, fbr which tliey propofed, as a 
valuable conlideiaiinn, to lend to gdvcinment two millions 
fo; rhrcej year>>, at three per cent, the interelf to be jn-ovided 
for by the linking fund; one million to be ifl'ued on the i ^ih 
of Noycnd.'.fr m;\t, and one million on tlie j 5rh of I'cljiuiuy, 

'riu: in)b!c lord, after fnme obfervations on this offer, which ,0 

he confideicd a; fair and equitable both for the public and the 
Bank, fait! that he would propole to apply the money to the 
paying oiffo uuu h i>l the navy ciebt, which he conijfltred as 
the wry heft lMc that could be made of it. And he conclud¬ 
ed with lir.tinij; to the comniirtec, that he did not mean to 
move any r-rnp<ditit'n at this time, s, on confoldng prccc- 
viv.;u:, he lovMiil it Was ilie piadue o ilic. {loufc not ivO make 
any piblution on the iir!t hearing; but, after having ex- ; 

aininetl the prop',i.d» that were made, to oiuer the Chiiirmaii 
to report progieli,, and alk leave to fit again ; and On the fe- 
cond iiCarin^ to come Jo a rclblution on the niaUer. He 
therefore moved that tlic Chairman do.report progrefs, and 
alk leave to fit again. 

Mr. Ifnjjey laid ih.it he thonpjit the !\'rgain was very un- 
favomablc to the public. It was not fiich as they had reafon \ 

and riglii to expct^i on ivncwing the dun ter for fo long a time. 

But rii!. the preJ’ciit was not the proper flagc lor debating the 
mailer, he would not enter intp the principle cf the bargain. 

Mr. faid, that from the management which had been Nfr. 
clifervcd by the node lord in this bargain, as well as in all other 
bargains, it had bven connived to lerve the purjKjfes of cor- 
rujJtion ; for by intimating his intention to his friends and 
adherents, they had bought up navy and viftualling bills to 
the amount of the fum whidi was propofed to be lent to Go¬ 
vernment, and by this ftratagem they would gain twelve per 


cent. 

Mr. PuhfHcv rofe next and faid, he* cxpe£\cd that the noble Mr, Hhf 
lord would liave fiateil to the committee the reafons for bring- "cy* 
ing tlic buiincfs forward now, and on what grounds he had 
liftcncd to rlie propofition juft read. He farther obferved, 
that there were between five and fix^years to come before the 
liH'cfenr charter (jfihe Bank expired, and faid, Mr, Grenville 
and other miniftcis always held it xvife to let the idea of a 
* VoL. Ill, ‘1 ncwal 
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newal reft till the cxiftiH]g djiartex was juft on the point of 
expiring. 

He entered more at large into this topic, and explained the 
grounds by which the Bank would be confiderablc gainers by 
this bargain, inhead of lofts; for their lofsof intcreft in the 
loan would be only two and a half per cent, and by huyiiig 
‘ up the navy and vidualling bills, they vrould alcei tain a clear 
-j'rrofit of twelve per cent. So that upon the whole, indtad of 
paying any thing for the renewal of their cjiarter, they would 
gain four and a half per cent, by the loan of the two millions 
luore than they could get by lending it at common inicrcfl'. 

Before he fat down, he charged Lord North with having 
taken the Houfe by furprife; when he opened his budget, 
the noble lord, he faid, told the Houfe, thar he meant only 
to pay ott one million of the navy debt, and now !)C came to 
the Houfe and faid, h^^fliould pay off three ; this Mr. Puk- 
ney thoughr extremely improper in the noble lord, and clpe- 
cially, confivlering the part of the felhon in which he brought 
fo important a bulinci's forward. 

Tbit S(v'r¥- The Secretary at faid, that perhaps individuals might 
atfVar,\^2i\Q taken advantage of the fettlemcnt, as nicn would always 
ready to fpeculatc from the probability of gain; but the 
committee furcly would not confidcr this is as any obftaclc 
; to the bargain being made. The honourable gentleman had 

not mentioned any fads to prove what they had thrown out. 

Lord Sofil) faid, that when the petition came to be difeuiled, 
he meant to open to -the Houfe his reafons for thinking the 
pixfent propoiitipn fuch a one as ought to be lifleucd to 
and clofcd with. As to the charter not being expired, un¬ 
doubtedly what the‘honourable gentleman had faid on that 
point was the fad, but thpn he could not hlmfelf fee it as an 
obiedion to making the bargain npw; it flruck him, that it 
would be to <he full as much to the advantage of the public 
to have the money now as five years hence; and with icgard 
to his having faid, when he opened the budget, that he ihoulU 
not, lie feared, be able to pay ofi*moie than a million of the 
navy^-debt, he could fay no ot|ierwife, becaufc he was not 
then certain of obtaining the two millions now offered. If 
■Parlifiincnt, agreed to the propofition, be fliould advife the 
applying the two xnillions to that purpofe, becaufe he thought 
it the beft way to apply it j but that was a matter that would 
be entirely with the Houfe, who vjjere to apply it as they 
thought proper. This was not the firft time when he had i»- 
|imated hh intention of, paying off a part of the navy-debt. 
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tn his propofitidna towards the fervices of the year, he faid 
that perilaps before the end of the felEon a fund might be 
procured for paying off a farthet fum of that inconvenient 
debt. • 

Mr. Dem^flcr complained, that at this late fcafbn of the Mr. 
year fo important a bargain fhouM be made* Many of the»^^* ^ , 

country gentlemen, who were the perfons tlic moft inrerefted 
in the welfare of the ftatc, and left the town, and at this late 
ftage the uilniftcr had thought proper to bring forward this 
barL’;;nn. If it was true that the 'Bank had bought up the navy 
and \ iflualling bills, it would prove that the (iireBiDrs Hudiccl 
the interefts of their conllituents; bul'if the Honfe went into 
this bargain, without thoroughly examining the fadls, and 
inquiring what had been the profits of the Hank, for the laft , 

nineteen years, he fliould think that they were very bad 
agi nts foi their conftitiients. * 

Mr. E'lvat Aild, he ijclieved it was not true ilut the Bank Mr. £w«r, 
hr.d bougiit up the navy and vidUialling bills. 

Lord Neytf'f In anfwer to Mr. T.)em)){ler4 faid, that heLd. 
thcvugjht it would lie exceedingly improper to inquire into 
the profits on the iranlaftions of the Bank. It had not been 
done when the laft bargain was nnidc ; and he believed tlicre 
was no precedent for it in the Journals of the Hotlfe. 

Mr. DmpJ^cr fait!, in reply to this, that it was very true, Mr. 
that when the lad bargain was made with tliem, Mr. Gien-A'’* 
ville had not made that inquiry ; but it was true and per- ■ 
fe^fiv known, that Mr. Grenville had repented the bargain 
which he had made to the day of his death. 

The Houfe divided on the queftion to report progrefs, 

Ayes, 56 ; nocs, 27 

Giihert liUiot called the attention of the Houfe to the 
petition of Mf. Philips, a perfon w.ho had invented a powder £//;«». 
for deftioying the weevils, cockroaches, and other infers, fo 
prejudicial to corn and provilions. After Hating the 
confequences of the inventionj and the benefits likely to arifc 
from it, as had been fully proved to the committee, by th<S> 
oath of Captain King and Other refpe£lr.hle witneffes, the 
report was read and referred to the committee of way^ and 
means. 'I^he Houfe went into that committee, when Sir 
Gilbert moved, that the fuTn of'4cool, be granted to Mf* 

Philips, as a reward for the invention. Lord Nugent urged 
fome objeftion to the moiiqrl, which was anfwered by Mr* 
tiilbert j he laid that a fthaller furti would not afford re¬ 
lief, 5001. of the fum would be funk by the charges of office 
before it came to the perfon, 

Q.q ,q % • Mr* 
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^Turner wiinniy iccoamittidcvl the reward as piopcr and 
nucclia-ry. 

apprcvcc! of tlie reward, but tklircc! to know 
w’no were llic [/c;(on> that would r»,c cive the 500!, of tljc fum 
in its piiihVge to tlic pcifon. He wiihctJ to kiiow whether llity 
had any meric iVoni invention to deJerve the bounty of Par- 
liainent. 

Sir fj-'rt'rt r.liiot that tire charj’;e of the two tloufes of 
Parliament in palhn«T ihc hill, ainountcvl to Leewetn 70 and 
Sol. and ilie fees of the Pxchetpur were (even and a half per 
cent. 

Ia’, n t.cn. Lord Aiahoit^ to favc this fum to he paid to the ) h:diC(]ucr, 
moved an amendment to the motion, tliat in (lead of 4000!. 
tlic fum of ol, lliould lu paid to h’wtj, cxeluiivs i>i all 
fees,, but thoi'e due to the otTieers of Pailiamciu 
'I'he motion thus amended w as ar^eed to. 

Hftlw Pidttney moved, That an account of the number of 
the navy and vifltiallinp, bills, pmchalcd bv tlic Pank., pir- 
vinus 10 the ] (I of June, he I dd before tlic Ih'ufc, J' s thic, 
be j.iid, they would have an opportunity of known.'.’; the 
truth ot the lafl fiatccl to tb.e llunie. He felt the diflieulty 
of the mot ton, and it it was ol j((!‘icd to, had anorlic? piopt,)- 
Itlion whif h would malu' it conditional, and not obligatory on 
the company. 

] 3 ifiicti]tit,s were tlaricd as i'cing an tin€f motion, and al¬ 
together jiup, oper ro inquire into the tranfa£lioii-i of a great 
trading company, and ir was iiliimarcly wdthdraun. The 
iecond propofuion could not be made in that llage of the 
bulinefs. 


Mr. 




*Jim£ p. 

On tlif third reading of the i'iil to remedy certain incon- 
veniencies in the Tvlarnagc-aff, 

Aiff. r^x Mr./'lA', agrtealde to his promife, role and gave hrs opinion 
on tire ablurd and iinproviclent aft, which bad given rife to 
the prefent bill, and which would no dou’ot gi\e rite to manv 
b'lls of 3 funilar nature. Ho rcj>robaccd ilic intentions of 
the Marriage-aft in very fevere uumis, and ronfsdered the 
whole as tyrannical and abfurd, oppi'dflvc and ridiculoiH. 
He itrougly paiijted the extreme impolicy and pernicious 
conTeqtsenccs of rcilriftions on'marriage, conlldercd in an 

abflraft 


A hi;} v.?.s in tlpom *dds v.ijd: with fjtnc dllficul- 

%Y was ilirrvtti'li the Honfc; bur iii ’.he I7pp<’i' lloufe it w. s op- 

pufei \i\ ihc Lurd Chancellor, and afu’.- a deal of couuh with 
the full Lei d of the Admitahy tluown, out. 
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abllra^t point of view ; lie pointed out many inconvcnicncies 
that h:u{ rcTullcd from the' ndt of George U. as well to 
jin-.’atc familief! us to tin; j>uhl!c in its agp/egate intereft; 
lh.;L a(?t, belaid, had originated not fo.inueh in ariflociatu' 
pride, which was t!ic jiopular idea, as in a low principle of 
avarice, which made men covetous to augaieni rlie wealth of 
oindci'.r families, by intcrefted alliances, and retain all the 
riclics ot the counti y in a few channels, inftead ot clilnerbng 
tilt m into maity, which was evidently move for tlie public 
advantage. To this end the moil generous pallions of the 
heart were unieclingly facribced, and the laws oi nature- vio¬ 
lated bv jiarental tyranny ; bur the means adopted by the Ic- 
gillatujc hudi boon as defefHivc as the objt-ft wrs aldiird ; for 
irvt oi'.lv the acctls to matdmony was made ditlicull, b'ut, by 
a retioi'pccfivc vogulalion, imirriage contrails were made 
void, the happinefs of famines ddliirbed, and innocent per- 
loiis badardiild, if tbuu- tritiing fui inalitlcs were not attended 
to. Variou'i ^'>i-„fli<>ns to tins efildl. had fiCtjvicntly been 
nvjcd .ordl tl'-. M.irri.nrc-.hi on formci f?ceaSions, and he 
hunlvil lind ula;’, an active, unihirm, und, dfiided part in 
oj^pobtion to it, as often us the feb'iefl came l>eforc Parlia¬ 
ment ; but v.is opinions had beep (. Jiiiiovcrud, and always 
In the tveni with fuccel's : he migiit lln retorc I * led to defj’air 
of evw overturning, this dcflrnflive law, tin! not the bdi nn-w 
under cctil k!c ration itniilh me verv copeni avgunicnt m iui 
favou), -n addition to evcv thino that had tormcrlv been ad- 
\ance.j ; for the pt niivVious (.llcii'ls of rhe Mainage-aa were 
now made un^picllianal a-, by the nc(.cf''iiy of tliat cxpluimniH; 
!>lll vvhici: me noblt ioid liiid wiiii io nnich jnopnety mtK ■ 
dured ; to this, tiiiii he would bneily call the aru-n'UwD < r 
tht- Houfc, and i;cic left his aigirmeiats, tiuO.np ti.er pi-u- 
tU-rnen, W'ho vvouK! ba- ton.-irKCu by no other ipeeW'., oi o‘e- 
inonfiralion, would at ie.-ll yield to c/.pcricnce. 

Here they iiivv what had been the conRouences of lantCi ti¬ 
ling on tlic old cnablillicd forms of inarri.tgc; infinite diihCi'd- 
tics had occurred ; the public in gcntr.al were totally igno¬ 
rant of thofe regulations in which the wcllaic ot evci) I’an-dy 
was ib deeply concerned ; and lhouo;h the atl in qntiilon vv^s 
not only perfpicuous in its language, but iuthclcntly pro¬ 
mulgated by lieing read on a thouiand didcrent cccafions in 
all the pariih chujchc-s, yet fo little u ^iS it un.lcrflood, that 
an infinite number ot people had isvJv-crienily formed ilbcit 
marriage contrafls, and begot an idcgitluiate offspring. It 
was not any wife to be inferred from tlus, that th« Icgifiatur® 

had 
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lia^ pafTed the a^t without proper camion, or otnitfed any 
pro^iiions that might render fuch a meat arc inofFenfiyc in ii9 
operation ; on the contrary, it was a matter of aftonifhrncnt 
that a ilatutc could*, be framed for altering the cfUblifltcd 
cuftom in a matter of fuch univerfal moment, without pro¬ 
ducing more fpeedy and more fatal ill cfFcfls; had it been 
drawn with that carelefs hand which many afts were in the 
prefent times, in lei's than a week after it paffed, the bill now 
before Parliament, or feme fimilar one to explain and amend 
it, would have been found requiilte; and perhaps it would 
have been happier for the public had this adlually been the 
cafe, for the longer the miiphicf remained latent, the more 
pernicious muft it in the end be found, and the more incura¬ 
ble, He begged gentlemen calmly to confidcr what deplora¬ 
ble effects might have refulted to individuals liad tliis defeat, 
which had now been feifed on by parochial intereil, been 
dilcovered by a mercenary man in a quellion of private juo- 
perty. Suppofe only, that where the right to a large lauded 
eflate was in controverfy, a near relation of the j>ol!'chl>r be¬ 
ing claimant, had difeovered that his opponent’s parents were 
married in one of thefe new chapels, and grounded liis claim 
on the Marriage-a£t, as being the next Icglilaiive heir; in 
that cafe he might have defied any court of law in the king¬ 
dom to decide againft him, and the other unfortunate parry 
muft have been confignsd to infamy and ruin, Pcrha])s 
there might he a man, who would goon the foundations of 
law agaioft the principlcvS of honour and the ties oi blood, 
to rob his brother’s cliildrcu of their eftatesand fortanc^ be- 
caufe they might have been the childien ignorantly conium- 
mated, like the prefent. Perhaps the noble lord then as now 
might bring In .a bhl for ihrir relief; but in what a diftrejfing 
dilemma would the Houfehave fi(x>d, when a man appeared 
at their bar, demanding not to be bereft of property to which, 
by the plain exprefs meaning of the legiilaturc, he'was legally 
entitled ! they might confider him, n W'as *truc, a,s nn’un- 
pnerous and an unfeeling man. His condua they would 
juftly call ciifhonourable, but it W'ould be legal. Jt would 
be juftified by law though condemned by morality ; and they 
muft confider him as a man infamoully afting under the fane- 
tion of an aft of Parliaihcnr, 

He was aware, tliat the propriety of the late dccifion had 
been controverted; thatfome gentlemen of great legal know* 
ledge, thought the aft erroneoully expounded; that, iu the 
tlfprcffiou of ** churches, in which nuptials have been ufually 

lokm- 
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folcmnifcJ,” the legifiature Jntcnacd fuch as.roi^tlin fo- 
turc acquire a riglit by ufage, as well as thofe which pral«wfa 
il at the palhog" of the a£l. In anfwer to this he niuft ob- 
fcrvc, firft, that whether juft or otherwife, the-judgrtient had 
till removed by feme fuperior court, aud that in his 
opinion it was founded on a true expofition of ihc aa; but 
iidmiuing, lor argument fake, the contrary, lliU the.difii- 
cidiy, il’^not equally eiitcnfivc, would he more perplexing; 
for it would tl\en become a queftion, wliut exaa period of 
tunc conftitules a kgal ufage within the meaning ot tlie fta- 
tutc } 'riiole marriages ftrft folemnifcd in chapels built after 
palTmgtlic ad, muft indifputably be void; and as to the 
lubfequent ones, the ftrangeft confufion in the W'orld muft. 
aviil- ^for of two couple marfied in the fame church to-day 
and to-morrow, the children of the one might hereafter be 
deemed hazards, and thofc of the other legiismate. 

One blot in this abfnrd ad of Parliament had already bcca 
hit; but who could fay how many more were ftill latent > 
*So>ne there were, without difpute ; for, on his own know- 
Icd-n^ he could mention one cale of at leaft equal haidihip 
w.iVi that now under review. The ad required tliat the con- 
fent of parents or guardians fliould be adually obtained and 
{•xpieircd ; now iliere was a noble family, in which, by this 
provhion, a moft difagreeahic accident had lately almoft 
happened ; and as the inifchicf had been hajipily prevented* 
he mif'hi. mention it with fafety to the pariie.i. A marnage 
W'i>s about ir> he folemnifcd, to which there was the fulleft 
apnrcbatioii of the families on both iidcs; but the confenl of 
one perfon, who by the law was entitled to have a voice, by 
fome ovcr-fighi had not been cxprefsly given, not that them 
was “Dv reludnnce, bur that fuch a formality was not rccol- 
Icdcd to be eifcniial; this oinifHon went on till within half 
an hour of the wedding, and it was then accidentally thought 
of: now, had the ceiemony adually taken place under iuch 
an ovcrlight, it would have been illegal, and perhaps, in the 
fecond generation, the legitimacy of the iftue might have 
been queftioned. 1 hough this was the only inftance of the 
kind within his remembrance, it could not be doubted that: 
a thoufand limilar ones exifted* and that many couples nowr 
living in fecuiity with full confidence that they had been Ici- 
o-rfiUv"married, might in fad ftand in a moft hazardous pre¬ 
dicament, l)Oih with refped to tlieir own reputation and the 
into reft of their children. He hopT’d thciefore, that in cafe 
he could not fucceed iq precuring a repeal of tlie Marriage^- 



■k 1 D^nr 
an ahlblijUr 
nibrcliV.il In 
the iTiorti- 
l oi'rrcach- 


P K a E PA M T A R Y A. 17S1. 

a€^, nt kaft there mi'iht be another amendment, making the 
exprefs previous oiiTVnt of parents ncccfi'ary to ciiianul the 
contraff, and fuftaitiing all marriages which Irivc been fo- 
Icmnifed with only their implit d ronciirrencc, 

'I'here was alfo another prcvilion in the ai^iv that required 
explanation, atid if the noble loid had not tahen notice of it 
in his bill, the ouiiiTion fliouUl certainly be iuppiieil ; fur al! 
perfoiis, v\ho had. ibleivnm'cd marriage; in an\ oi riieiV new 
chape.Is, were at prefent liable to tvanipou.i.tion. Under 
danger of ihat penalty flood at prefent a vail iuiimIxi- of cler¬ 
gymen, and fome prchl^c^ in the Upper Moufe ; bu' Ame¬ 
rica wuukl not iceo'ivc them, iln y mi H- go to she Ju‘litia linlh, 
whscli to he fore W’ould be a ten iblc Jiing, and !ic iiojied she 
Iloufe would interfere to favc tlicfe reverend, 
verend gentlemen, fiom fo horrid a fate. It w; 
fail that fcvcral, if not all, of the blfhops liad i 
this way, and by tlie bye the Houfe miglit Ino 
fication to ice biflops in their lawn lUeves, inHe 
jnf»- the word, heaving ball aft on the Tiiamcs. 

If after ilie vaiious im'onvciiicnces that tiiis a‘r h been 
found to produce, and the ftrong argunionts thar luid ;en ib 
often urged agaliift it, in oppohiion to wlii'* h lie ha never 
heard a lolid one in i.ts> favour, it W'as ftdl thoiglit m 'illiry 

to endure eve., iniU...ct vathi.- . kffor that in. . 

abufe of women, (who were unqucftionably hiii qualified to 
■ ar h'lfband would jdeale,) the being obliged to ob¬ 
tain the cf/ufciit of parent'* or guardians, b..U., ’ . A.., 

far thcmfc Ues, the abfurdity of continuing the Vbu riage-adl 
would phslnly appear from its being wholly incffeflua!. All thr 
end W'hlch the bill was originally intended to an' was di 
feated ; and he ihankcy! Cio.'l that it was fo i>/ tiic fricndlv 
iuicrpolition of Scollantl. The people of bcoihmd ic-j; £led 
the provifian of that law, and were barbarous and uneivi- 
lifed eoough to retain the old maxim, that a vr'konn could 
cbooft better for herfclf than either parent or guardian could 
ciioofc for her. So that all the intention was !o:i with refpi^l: 
to the preventing women of high families and large fortunes 
from marrying without the coufent of parents; and there was 
nothing left but the tyranny, the oppreftion, the calamity, 
and the abfurdity of the a£t, in its reftraining the marriagts 
only of.ilv. people, lo wdiom a journey to Scotiand tni^jht be 
toe ,.p', nfjvc or inconvenient. 

He coniVlied,, he faid, he was under fome cmbarrrflincilt 
concerning the line of conflu£l which it would be now pro- 
, pej: 






•'» 


per for him to purfue, for he did not wifli to retaM prei* 
lent bill, abfolutely necelTary as it was to the happinefs of 
thoofands, and yet he cmild not, contentedly, lofc fo fa¬ 
vourable an opp4)rtuniry of proposing a repeal of the Mar¬ 
riage-aft, io which his enmity had alt^ays, jjcen irrcconcile- 
ablc. Conlidci'ing the late period of the feflion, he would 
not wifli to trouble ilic Houfc to no purpoie, arid therefore 
Ihould be glad to know how the noble lord, not now in his 
place (Lord North) Hood affefted to the ptopohuon, for if 
that noble lord deicrmincd to oppofe it, he would dvlpair of 
fucccls, and would therefore forego his ddlgn. He hoped 
however his [.ordfliip would at length come into the nicafnrc, 
and therefore willted rather that any otlicr racniber fhould 
move the repeal than himfelf, for ho anti the noble lord had 
fuch aliablt of difagrecing, on almoft e\cry ful jcft, that tho 
motion might fare the worfe for coming fiom him. lie did 
not know how it was, but the Marrlagc-act had rctaincal its 


pattiir’ans longer than any other mealhre or political tenet 
whatever, for among all the intermixtures of party, fmcc its 
firfl liitroduftion, the friends or enemies of that aft had ne¬ 
ver ehiuuceu fidcs. flc had been called its inveterate, here- 
diiary enemy, and he conrtued he was, coniequcntly fhould 
an inveterate enemy propoTe its repeal, its friends would-pro- 
bably take alarm, and defend it with all their force* from 
this confi^lcratiojn he ibould be happy to have the noble lord 
over the way (Loui Nugent) who had formerly oppofed the 
bill, or any other member, make the njotion, which he other- 
wife mull Inmfdf trouble the Houle with. 





Karl perfcftly coincided with the honourable gen* Earl 

tkman in his opinion of the aft alluded to,'l&ut declined 
moving its repeal at prefent, recommending rather to defer 1 % 
till the nobh* lord (Lord North) Ihould be prefent. His 
Lordfhip fuagefted a curious cafe, not hitherto adverted to* 
againll which the prefent bill could not provide a reniedy. 
SuppofiniT, fiid be, a man who has been married illegally in 
thtfc luw'-liudt churches, and whofe wife isfl-ill living, fhould, 
pending this aft, marry another with due fofmalitic^, I fhould 
be gild to know bow Pailiamerit could then interfere to ref- 
cuc the former wife from infamy, or retrieve in her cafe the 
coni’etpicnccs of that improvident aft ? VVe fhould have no 
other polRbic f'^1 urce but to adopt the fcherue of Doftor 
Mr.d Uj and then, when otie man met the indulgence of 
havng two wives, perhaps others jvould think ihtmftlvcs en¬ 
titled IO the fame, 
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. Ff!$ atib aiirc)r4ed fdmc diverfion with an anecdote 

from Ireland. An adl, lie faid* fubfiftcd in that country fioai- 
Jar to our$ 5 but with this lingular addition, that it prohibited 
marriages between proteftants and papills, and made them 
void when contradled j a lady of the popifti religion being ig¬ 
norant of this law, was on the point of marrying a proteftant 
gentleman j but fortunately, hearing of the danger Ihe was 
about to incur, and being advifed to guard againft the pollibi- 
lity of his meaning to abufe her, flie privately conformed to 
the proteftant church, and then married him. After a due 
period of conjugal tendernefs, her hulband began to think of 
diili'ilving the connedlion, and therefore thus addrclFcd her : 

My dear, I love you dearly, but, alas, our union can fubfift 
no longer ; for we are living in a ftate of fornication, and arc 
not legally married/' On that, added his Lordfnip, the wife 
produced her certificate of confmnniation fa loud laugh) of 
fonfermity; I mean, explained he, the gentleman prJ>duced 
ihe adf, atid Ihc in return produced the certificate ; when the 
huflund replied with the fame indifference which he liad oh- 
I rvcd through the whole convcrfaiior, ** Now, my dear, we 
are married again/' 

The bill was now read a third time, and palTcd. 

The Houfe were then very loud in calling out to Mr. Fox 
to move. He fat for fume time to fee if any other gentleman 
would take the matter upon himfelf • but none riling, 

. iWr. Mr. Jfox got up, and laid, fince no other gentleman feemed 

inclined to take the matter from his hands, which, however, 
he was very forry for, on the account which be had mentioned, 
he would now proceed himjeif j and notwithltanding the ob¬ 
jection made on the ground of the noble lord’s abfcnce, he 
would now raai'e his motion ; for coniidering the latenefs of 
the feafon, no time was to be loft, and thi.re would be oppor¬ 
tunities enough for oppofing the bill in its different ftages, 
when the noble lord would be prefent, “ though, perhaps, 
added he, his Lordfhip • means not to be here, and I /ball be 
as well picafed if he Is not/’ The title of the Marriage-adl 
of George H. being then read by the clerk, Mr. Fok 
moved, That leave be given for bringing in a b;U to amend 
the faid 

Lord again recommended deferring tins motion ; 

and lord Weflcote alfo urged the propriety of dojng l‘o,ni>t only 
-becaufe the noble lord was abfent, but becaufe notice Ih^iuld 
^ previouily have been given of a motion of fo much confe- 


quenc! 


In 




Irt reply to thii, Mr. Fx>x obferved, that he had intimstedwr. Fwf. 
an intenttcn of ofFen'ng foraethinpr to the Houfe relative to 
the Marriiige*a£i; and as he fhould only get one Itep for¬ 
ward by the prefent motion, be thought Aat notice fufheient. 

Mr. Burrell begged the honourable gentleman to declare, Mr,Fi-.-rWZ. 
whether his motion was to amend or repeal the in queftion j 
for though perhaps the one might be neceflary, he Ihould cer¬ 
tainly oppclle the other. 

Mr. P'ox rofe again, and informed the honourable gentle-Mr* Fox,, 
man, his motion Itood to amend i but it was his intention to 


repeal every put of the adl, excepted that which required a 
regifter of the marriage. 

Leave was then given without farther oppofition ; and Mr, 

Fox, Sir G. Yonge, Lord Nugent, and others, were appointed 
to p'reparc and bring in the bill. 

yufte 8 . 

Counfd was called to the bar on the Bill for fectirins; to 
the public a certain participation in the profits cf the £aft 
India Company. 

When they had finiflied, Mr, Secretary at War rofe, and Mr, 
moved for tne fecond reading of the bill. He contended on ijsiWe*^ 
the opinion wh'ch the Attorney and Solicitor Generals (Ycrk 
and Camden) had given on the right of the Crown, which 
was only another word for the public, to the fovereignty of 
the territorial arquifitions, and faid that he trufted their 
opinions would be refpefted on both fides of the Houfe, as 
cofsftitutionai lawyers. On that right of fovereignty they had 
a right to revenue, for they were fynonimous and connected 
rights. The claim, therefore, now fet up, was conllftent in 
every refpett, both with the exprefied and implied agreement 
of the public and the company as well as with the conftitu- 
tion of the empire. 


Mr. Fox entered into the queftion, and examined the preten- 
fions of the public to the claim now made with his iifual pc- 
netration, force, and energy. He faid, that revenue was, and 
ought to be, confidered as di{lin£l from fovereignty j at leaft, 
it ought not to be aflerted, that becaufe we had fovereignty 
we had alfo a right to collect the revenue in our own way, 
without confuiting thofe who were to pay it. By the expe¬ 
rience which we had in the American contefl:, we had furely 
eifeovered, that robbery was not only difgracefol, but that it 
alfo was ruinous. Had not the noble lord yet felt enough cf 
the confequences of robbery? In the beginning of that ftruggle, 
fo much was the principle, alTerted by the right honourable 
gentleniaa, in faHrion, that it was even faid, that if the Colo- 
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werc to fcmJ US revenue, voted in their own aflemblics, 
we ought not to accept of it. Now, however, that maxim 
was abandoned with refpedt to America j and v/e faw, by the 
letter of one of our'governors in the Gazette, that we were 
happy to accept of revenue voted in any fnanner. It was 
abandoned with refpedl to America, but it was yet ventured 
f,o be pronounced with refpeit to the Eaft Indies. He repro¬ 
bated the whole of this conduit as impolitic, abfurd, and abo¬ 
minable. 'I’he accjuifiiions of territory had been m.ide for the 
purpcfcs of commerce, utu’er the expnfs fanciion of their 
chatter, and unlefs Government repaid them the expence in¬ 
curred In the cniiquefis, they had not a ri|iht to them. 

I'he Lpi\\'j^flvorc/i£ fair!, the quefllon of fovercignty was 
not that now before the Houfe. It was merely the queftion 


of the 6oo,COqI. to be received as an equitable j'articipation, 
pnd this he contended to t/j due to ihc public by the records 
of the Parliament. He particularly llatcd the pciition of 
the Company prefented in 1765, which declared, that the 
public had a right to a participation, and liy fubfequent 
agreements the mcafurc of that partiri])ation wav fettled. 

.JSerh > JVlr. Burks fpohe in anfwer to him, and faid that his ai- 
guments only went to prove this clcur and undeniable fa£>, 
that PaiTiament had a right 'o make a law to dircfl a futtire 


participation, but not lo make it have a retrol'peftive view. 
He did not mean to enter into the queftion of right to the 
territorial Hcqaifiuons. Sufficient to the day was the vio¬ 
lence thereof, 'The noble Lord’s friends-were wife in en¬ 


deavouring to fhift the queftion from its true ground. It re¬ 
quired more than common erfrontery to acknowledge that he 
was unjuftly and viokully fei/ing on this fuin, without 
right aud without pretenfion. The noble Lord might fet 
up the claim of the public on the refolution of that Houfe, 
with impunity, becaufe he knew that he w^ould be lupportccl 
in eveiy fpccies of rapacity ; hut at the fame time, he muft; 
himfelf be certain that the claim was only adding infult to 


jnju^. 

Petiyu Mr. Pertvys blamed both fides. The Company had aiftcd 
with negiigcnce, the noble Lord was now afiing with vio¬ 
lence. The Cotupany ought undoubtedly to have come for¬ 
ward, and oftered proper terms for the renewal of their 
cliarter; but it was not enough, that becaufe they did not 
do tlfis, the noble Lord ihould come forward and feize by 
fpice on ill-ir property. 




^ E B’^.:T ■Ei 'S*' 

Lord Jtihn Cavendi/h warmly reprehended the noble Lord If 7 ^: 
foi* liic violent and unjuft conduct in the whole of the 
nels. 

Lord North rofe to fpcak in anfwer to tljc noble Lord, andl-orcl 
dtl'cnclcd liis condu^ on the fame grounds as he urged on 
this fubjeft. 

The Houfe dived on the qucftlon for the fecond reading. 

Ayes 129 ; noes 89.—Adjourned to the iitb. 

Jutie II, 

Tlic order of the day for going into a committe on tlxr 
bill for paying into the Exchequer the balances In ihc hands 
of public Accountants was read, and Lord North moved, 

** tliat the Speaker leave the chair,” 

Mr. y, Town/hend role immediately, and defired to licM*’* 7 * 
pcimirted to give his reafons why the Houfe fliould not 
his opinion go into the committee, nor proceed farther in 
the bill; or if they did go into a committee, to ftreiv them 
why Tome clauks fliould be inlertcd which had not liccn 
tliuught of by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, it might 
be imagined that being a public accountant himftlf, he was in- 
tercftcci in the rejection of the prelcnt bill. He allured the 
Houle that he was not in the leaft interefted, and that for 
this veafon ; his balance amounted to the Imall fum of 
twelve or tliirteen thouiand pounds ; and this lum he had 
depofued in the Bank of England long lince, there to re¬ 
main till he could get his accounts palled. He had never 
made the leaft advantage of the balance that remained in 
his hands, cither by having it at intcreft or otherways nor 
would he ever do fo. To him thcrelorc it was a matter of 
the nioft perfeft indifference, whether the fum was to be 
paid into the Exchequer the next day, or on that day tch 
years. He had been Irequcntly praited i and as often laugli- 
ed at on this account. Some gentlemen had called his con¬ 
duct diiinterefted, and others lilly. Sincerely to fptak his 
own opinion, he did not think that he deferved cither the 
one or the other. He had done what he thought his duty, 
and no more ; nor did he ftatc the circumftance now to gain 
any credit from it. He had claim to none. It was merely 
u matter of opinion, and he did not mean in the leaft loin- 
finuatc any thing againft thofe accountants, who, from enr 
Uitainiog a contrary opinion, had afted in a different man- 
Tbe foie rcafon of his mcniitning it was to convince 
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the Houft, that what hfc fliould fay agdinft the prcfcnt bill 
did not arife from intcrefted motives ; and that he was per- 
feflly unconcerned as to its operation with refpefi: to him- 
fclf ; he fpoltc for Qthers ; for public accountants, their re- 
prefehtatives, and defeendants, who were not there to fpeat 
for themfelvcs ; whofe families might be very deeply injured 
if the prefent bill fliould pafs without fomc proviiion being 
made to fave them from the impending danger. A public 
accountant he obferved was a man the moft unfortunately 
clrciunftanced of any ofiic^Sr in the public fcrvice. If he 
went out of office it was not in his power to force the offi¬ 
cers of Government to pafs his accounts, and grant him a 
quietus; it lay intirely with, them, and though he ffiould 
ufethe utmoft difpatch in expediting his accounts, flill they 
might delay to pafs them. He of confeqvtence Iny at the 
mercy of the auditors of the Impreft and i reafury. What 
was the confequence ? In his own cafe if he v/ifb6d to fell 
an eftate, where was his title ? he could not difpofe of any 
part of his property, becaufe he could not execute a con¬ 
veyance fufficient to fave the purchafer frorm an extent of 
the Crown. The bill under confideration took away the 
very feeble fecurity remaining to a public accountant, that 
his accounts might be paft at all; while a large balance re¬ 
mained in his hands, the Lords of theTreafury had ay?/- 
mulus to quicken them, becaufe as matters flood at prefent, 
the balance coidd not be obtained till thofe accounts vverc 
fettled, and therefore the Firfl Lord of the Treafury would 
naturally be indtrced to forward the fettlcment of them that 
he might get the money. But fhould this bill pjifs, the 
cafe would be different j then a public accountant wOuld be 
deprived of his only fecurity, and he w’ould have no chance 
of obtaining his quietus. Let the Houfe confider what a 
dreadful fituation the family of a public accountant would 
be in when he baj>pcned to die, and his affairs fell into the 
hand of reprefentatives pcrfcfily ignorant of the nature of 
his accounts; in fuch a cafe they might be bar raffed W'ith 
extents, and the whole fortune of the accountant would lie 
at the mercy of adrainiftration ; he would qot have a {hil¬ 
ling that he could call his own, his whole property would 
depend on the caprice , the virtue, 6r the forbearance of 
government; fuch was ilie fituation of a public accountant, 
and he w'cll remembered the extreme anxiety felt by the late 
Earl of Chuthatji before he could obtain his quicius, which* 
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was in the year 1769, thirteen years after he had been pay- 
mailer. 

He reprobated {he hill, as a violent meafure of a negligent, 
indolent minifter. He fdd it was the only propofition Which 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon had founded On the re¬ 
ports ot thofe commillioricts named by himfeli, under a com- „ 
iniiTion fnatched out of the hands of another perfon, in art 
indecent, he had almoft faid an ungensIeman-Hke manner. 
What had thofe commiflioners done ranie than the noble 
Lord, as Firft Lord of the Treafury, could have done with¬ 
out ihei; alMftance j they had Hated the balances in the bauds 
of the public accountants; the noble fyord knew them before, 
nay they wore upon the table of the Houfe ; the noble Lord 
knew that when a public accouurant went out of office, 
procels after a certain time ifi'ucd ngunft him ; the account 
of his b,dance was delivered over to the Remembrancer tor 
the Crown, from him to the Board of 'rrcafiiry, whence his 
accounts, when made up, were fent to the Auditors of the 
lmj)rell. What need then of appointing, in an unconftitun- 
0:1a! manner, commiffioners who were not members of Rar- 
liamcnr, to examine public accounts, which any body might 
examine ; and whatoccafion was there to dire£l thir atten¬ 
tion to ihofe accounts, ihe'ftatc of which was already knov/n? 
The great evil and the Ible ground of complaint was the flow, 
dilatory manner in which public accounts were pall and fet¬ 
tled ; that ihould have been the objciH of the commiffion, 
and not the trifling inquiries to which the noble Lord had 
direfted them ; but it evident the noble Lord, confeious 
of his indolence, confeious of his neglefl:, framed the com- 
miffion, and pointed the inquiries or the commiffioners to 
trivial ohjefts, merely to fcrcen his own conduil, to divert 
the attention of the public from that, and to efcape theceii- 
fure, the feveie cenfure, which his adinin'Hration merited 1 
If the falult lay with the Auditors of the Impreft, why had 
not the noble Lord done his duty ? why had be not fent for 
thofe Auditors to the Treafury ? why had be not inquired 
into the caufe of the delay, and endeavooreJ much eariief 
than the prefent time to correcl the evil, !>y calling upon 
Parliament to pafs a law for that puipolb ? The noble Lord 
had it in his power to inquire ioro the caufe of the delay, 
7 'he Treafury ^oard ought to have examined into it! if the 
noble Lord evil lay at the Impreii-office: the no- 

ble^Lord bad a clear path to putTuc, if his inphnution had> 
kept pace with his power. 


He 
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He faid, that when he fpoke laft on the fubjeclj he hatl 
exprtfled a belief th*\t his accounts would not be pafltd till 
that day five years. Prohab'y he had made that jemaik in 
the beanng: of fome p'lfon h»longing; to the Imprtft-ofiice, 
who ini^ht think he meant to ceniure tint office ("which he<er- 
taiuly did not intend) , but he had bcenfinct till d upon bvan 
officer belonging to thr Iiupttil, and told, that hisaecoiiMis 
would be made up hy Chriftma«i next 3 f iueh was the cafe, 
andany other p rlbii's accounts flood in the famt pied camenf, 
why oblige them to pay in their refpcdtive bilamts loom r 
than Chriflnas, by which time thty might have tleirtjui- 
etu<>, and thus a fan, regular convlufion would oe put to ibc 
buftiicfs. He retuincd rohis former argument on the pol tion 
laid down by him, that this lull took away the on!) ler unt/ 
a pubic accountant had, and left him in woiA fiiuation 
tliin he was btijic, beeauf** it left him no hopts of obtun- 
in » his (juietio , he contended thtitfore, th u the b u i> a 
Moitnt in uii)ufl, and an oppieffivc meafurt. lie Uid it 
fliewed the noble* Lord’s (a'Cinefs to gtalp at ant pk iie 
within his reach, and to lay his hands up o it, wi h mt * f- 
t le f ric tinic havir » the lead conlideration fof th 1 ifay oi 
tholi finm wh<rn it was fnaich'd, and who lull it merti/ s 
a ftcunty to thernfehes and their families, fli fill fattier, 
that the llrong frnlc be had entertained of the maniLfl in]uf- 
t.ce of thi , induced him to begin the debate, and he ^ m- 
eludcd with declarino', th it he ihould be agaiufl eommi'tinp 
the b ui 'els he was allured that fome ptovifo f ir fecurmg 
thtir quictp® to piib'ic accountants were introduced into ir, 
Mr. Tar. Mr. / 'le Lul, his honouiablc fuend had gone lo fu’ly into 
the lubje6l, and had touched upon lo many of the pointa in* 
meant to have Ipokcn wO, and which he fhouUl have argued 
m the fame manner, that it would be nctdltfs foi him to go 
fo much at larg^ into the coiiiidciation of the ! ill as he had 
intended. Some things, however, conccining himfelf im- 
mediJtdy, he mull take that occaficn of lixa*t.ing to; hut 
fiifl, he (<»uld not h<lp telling In, honouiaMe fnend, that be 
api»eaicd to him to hive Ipoken lalhei thougu’liflly, \vn n 
he had mfoimed the lloufr, that he was by ro means jki- 
iomlly concerned or i iteieflcd in the pufti t bill, bciaifc 
undoubtedly his ho'jou.able fnind, being, like him cll, a 
]>ublic accountant, he held is tftite, his foitune, every flul- 
ling of piopeiiv he had in tfic woild, at the meicy of go¬ 
vernment; a pivdicament^ in which, he conceived, no man 

could 
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cottld‘ftsixKl,' aind^recl h?flrfj(cff eitliet iirtfcot}ccirftetlr<>r’.c^ 

«d. Aif anedf th« 'Cxficmors'of the I^iord' 
vwiS in degree a pubtic accountant,' he fcU* iherefbte fbt ^ 
hnnfelf, and he ^'olt foi' hast’ tiephcw and for dthers of iii» fslW * 
rnily, who, while the accounts of hi« lather t'eitiaihed ‘ 

ibd,'cOnld make no transfer of property df a^Ay-kind ^ 
wdicther they ever be cnaMed ib'*to do, moft," if the ^ 

bill paffed, depend altogether on the kihdnefs Of Crovernmeht. 
Perhaps he had no more cliateshimielf to leHy hot he felt for •' 
thol'e who had bought thole eflates of hint, which he had ' 
enjoyed under his father’s will,- betaole tSie- title to thole ■ 
eftates was and mull be a precarious one till the accounts 
to which be hatl alluded had palled, and he and the other ex¬ 
ecutors and reprcfeiitativesof his father had blvtaincd a quietus^ 
He put the cafe of any perfooV offering to fetl^aa eftatt on ' 
the part of his nephew. Who w^id bhy iit> The perfon to ’ 
whom it ihould be offered would natiiritly fay, ’Why* 
X:.ord HoJiand was A public- accountant, ind his accounts afbf 
not yet palled ?” Ko matter (the iMtjjffy Would be) -l:«ord 
Hollaml’s bailancc is but-t|.ob,<DOOh''arid that ifr ready tO' be * 
paid in-whenever his abcou'ftfs are Which it is ex-- 

pefled will Toon happen,’* Would it not-be likely, that the ' 
perfon (p "wham the purcha(c ihoold he proposed, would aii- 
fwer td this ? Yovl talk of a balance 0X400^000!^^ ^^ord ' 


Holland had forty milliotis to accAHinc for, and how do f 
know, when the jiccount comes to be lettlcd and paffed^ but 
that the balance" may turn but to be'fout'tnillions^ and that 
this eilatc, if I purchafed it, may be-fetfed by an extent?” 
In this way, faid he, wilt men- reafon till the accormts are' 
pafTcd ; in what light then, ought the prefent bill to he re**- 
gardi^, but as an aft of the grcatcft crueltybf the greUtteffr^ 
violence, - of the greajeft opprellion ! jAiis the^alEl; -of an. indblcnc 
nai-hifter, who flcepa over the public cohbcrtt J who it profufc. 
and extravagant beyond all bounds in hii corruption one' 
day, rapacious and hungry after money the m^xt I who cares * 
not hoW much he waftes, provided hte caii by'any,means,.'no; 
matter how unjufl:, how'unwan’antabie, feT7.eu{)bnmQTu ta- 
ufe to the fame wicked and detcltafe3e putpole 1 ■ ■' "-f -. 

He faid, he had not, -add he toOk ^amc to himfelf for it^': 
attended tl^ Houfe on the fiifl day that the bill was fiebated^^ 
but he had underflopd ib enafted; that an indeinnlffcatsoh' 
fhould be given to thofe who paid in-th^r balances, tJuderi 
•this information he had -been-'toldVaUly'content-, and ^^u^ 
have fcltnoUprcof uneaiiuefs at-fuf^^^ing'-e^ery of 

V01-. 111. b s ji . ' the 





U.tn 

4 ^ fswi^t th» of '•hi% b* 

paid ha^ M in tjbn re^ fonfe of. Uie wor 4 

b^i>agivecis bujc to/bis ntJ»fr when t(> 

r«^ tljijer halj, the word iij- 

denwii^ca^n dM r»ot^'in^n that ptr§?fj8.jo whom jt 
detixe^^ (hoold i>e be indemnified by ip^ barely 
a cod^^n receipt for, ib muijb on-fiid the ex- 
!C<;ia$ppeof hifr father had met foioo,time ^ it Had been 
ptjOpoibd to pay;iii 2,oo,OPC^ to the ]£xchei^puer, in part of the 
yi^le * that he sfet the time, jwas adverffe, ,tp the. propoftion, 
arguingf that the larger, the balaAce greater, the probabi^ 
lipy of the apCouaes being foon fettled by;ihe auditors.of the 
ImprefJ:, io oidcr that the Firft Lond orijlie Trea|uay 
h^e the inooey athie difpoial. His opinion, was not acced¬ 
ed to. by the Olhw' petfbnii prefant* aod from a diffidence of 
hi^ own QpiHidcm, when a majority tfiou^it differently from, 
hipy, hd gave way; tho proportion v*a<j;mc;onfequcoco pot in 
pra^ic.e, and. the ito©,900U paid in. ’He had liince beqn more 
and mof9 .convinced^,het«ias in ihi^-prightj if it was to do 
oy. 9 r,aga»Pf knowing.'aahpidid,, thaf-when the.hixehcquer had 
re^^y!!i}.d‘eyfiiry"fhi|hfig ^ey- cov^W ehiim* the nphl®/ iprd, in 
tlihlno ribbon t4^odld he;io bp,, urge the ^rtdHoraof 

the Jjo&^preft: to p»fs the accodn^, 'ho, vroold ref^UttflViand 
fmnlf :perrr the paying in,of a fingji 

tdl. the.i ^o«n4 worn r^y to bepid 3 S:d, and a qui^tps: wa§, to, 
be.qinji}opd. " '* • ■ . 

; The {»xii»g> a htrgo fblJa -of the,ppblin money in.hand^ was, 
he obfcfyed,' at all times a matterr ih^t gave riji to much 
envy, t^nfeqntflafdy drew optw the parties h^|i^ing that 
moief: no incdnfmef^ie fha^of.obloqny. Something ijow- 
eyqc dde to tbe public aecpnptant,. a$ well as iq thc^pab- 
tici^and i|r theTaWep wasi intitled to-expefl: its ot^n,. at the 
hands of the former, the former iodiTpmably .had ^ claim toi, 
afnjl.iecnrity'atjd ao,.ampk acknotxl^gnwnt and a.n mdem- 
idfLcatioin, d^hen. the .balance in 'hand was diicharged. The 

S dfept biit violatedz^this equitable pofitloiv; i% cl^iiiM!.d tho 
laiK^i while 5* .denied the Tecjirity lo the balance holder* 
Nor whs it cpnfii^eDi. with the noble lord’s own ppinipn, a^ 
diTQla^md'.npon q^h be^e the commiffioners. He h^d in.bis 
band the: four^ thecbmmiifioners, PSgc of 

which {tated/therzibble Icndls eit^hinattpn.; the cpnclud- 
ingf<w^clspfdt ^res'lhtdcf'; ’ ' , ■ • 

‘ "‘5* Hobas no’bbjei^d t©'pay in the whole. bf»lan<0 into ' 
thet^xichequcivcitbieri^o receiving a quictu% or a fecurity^ 

'■ equivalftit 
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eqwfvalent to a quleta^, that may fecurt afn4 

h« family fiom any farthci claims from llie ^tfblic upoxi 
him, as late PaymaUcr of the FOrcCB.’* 

In this part of the exailiiriation^ the nolifft lore! had himfeif 
held out the fame arguitiMSt joflififrdi hy his honourable fneod. 
The noble loid wahted at) mdcmnilication, tn the ttue fjtilie 
of the word, atid did not talk of a bare tally of the E'jfcdlitc- 

? «ier, which WAS, in fa'^t, no more than a common receipt I 
-tt the argument then left on that examination, and let the 
noble lord lie Inmfelf the umpiic of the febjcdlioeui ftatcU by hj$ 
honouiablc tiiend and InmRU ! 

The honouiablc gentleman took occafioh to uMite the great 
Ihate of obloquy which had been cafl: on atecinr rfcladou of 
bis, who wras a public accountant for many mitiicns, and 
Was now no more. He laid, thofe who wbre icaft acquainted 
with public accounts, the manner of bating them, the pro- 
gtefs of them thiough ofFioe, and the mode of their iVmg 
finally pailcd, were alwajs moft eager to find fault, even 
whert ihcit was no caufCi It was fo m the tWe ot the pedon 
to whom he alluded; that perfon hiid been called ihc defaulter 
of unaccounted millions^ when it was well known, by tliofc 
convcifant m public bulinefs, that the cry was ill-founded 
and uiijuft, flic perfon m sjueflion not having been any mote 
a defaulter than the honomable gentktBan whd now held tlic 
fame office. I'lic perfon of whom he was Ipenking, had 
nevci dtlerved the obloc^uy that had been cafl; on him j but 
the circumftance which gave iile to it, he had ever confidereil, 
and his ii tends had conhdered as the gi'eateft misfortune of 
his life; vl/. The having been at all conne^ed with adml* 
nifliation in the beginning of the prefent reign* Such,, he 
faid, was the intricacy and impcnttrabkl fnyftcry of Govern¬ 
ment in this unfortunate reign; fuch the dark, imptrfeil^, 
and concealed fyftcm minifters purfued, that it Was im- 
poffible for by-flanders to devtlope the cloud in which every 
thing Was wrapped; imponiblc for the public to kitow the 
real from the bftcnfiWc mrnilter, or to difeovtr who had 
power and who had not ’ So circninfttinced, they could not 
tell the minifter of power from his inllruments, and whefn 
public meafures proved by then iltue lo be weak, abfurd, And 
unjuft, it frequently happened, that the odium arid theblanie 
fell upon the innocent, while the guilty efcaped, and thofe 
got off without (litonfure who planned jhe iU*concerted fdiemesj 
while others #ho had no ihare in the guilt feffained ML the 
difgracc nftd Ml rhe detefbitlon -that-followed* "80 it was 
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' «irim (he perron to <cvIiom he hfi 4 ' aUti 4 edl. That perfon Vvas 
io/M> degre? the author: of the mlfchtefs which millakcn men 
lsa 4 ignorantly itnpu^j?4 to him* He had not the power to 
prevent wliar much 4ifl‘ik.ed a» any one of his njoft ca¬ 
lumniatory traducers* It was a well known to his fa- 
tnily,, well known, )ip all vvho caine. near him, that he raoft 
heavily deplored his not having that power at the time, and 
^atrhe never forgave himfeff. for mingling with thofe who 
, had, and did not ulc, it for the good and for the honour of 
, Itheir,country ! With regard to the paffing of his accounts, - it 
happened luckily for him, that it-did no^reft on his aflertion 
, to make out a proof, tliar the fault lay not with the perfon 
. in queftioo^.nor with , his family. Fortunately there was 
much ^tter evidence of the fa£V. It was no other than the 

f reat difiiculty .and the extreme length of time it coft the late 
-orJ Chatliam to get his accounts paiTed, and to obtain his 
q^i^tus. The latUiBarl of Chatham, it was well known, and 
fof .which he neither blamed him nor was ready to tay he 
greatly acffaiircd him, did not make a flVtlling advantage of 
all the public money that lay i-n his hands; the whole was 
placed either in the Bank, of England or at a private banker’s. 
And yet nomithftanding this circtrmftance, notwithftandiug 
. lhc„ great, ihiftpencc which the aoble Earl had, at times, in 
thecopnitry ; notwUh^nding hi« anxiety,, flatcd by his ho¬ 
nourable friend, and the endeavowrs be made to get Ins ac¬ 
counts ^tied by,the apditors of the Imprcft,. it was a known 
fa^„ that ^he noble lord quitted his office of Paymafter t jc- 
.ncral in 175S>, thereabouts, and did not obtaio his quietus 
tUhl769* Lord Hcfiland^ he was willing to> corvfels, and 
^ indeed it was nj(elefs to deny it, made advantage of the pub- 
, Uc money while it retnainedjn his hands. And here he wa> 
ready tp throvy^Piwn his gauntlet, and to argue and maintain 
k^a^ainft whficyer maintained a contrary opinion, that if a 
• public accountant held himfeif able at all times, without pol- 
of prevention, to produce the whole of tlic 

. public money in hts hands, whenever he was called upon fo 
to dp, it was in that cafe a qtattcr of perfect indifference to 
the public whether ,h,c ufed it for bis own advantage or not. 
Lord Holland, hovrever,'“was always ready; nay,'more, he 
. was always defirpu* to account. His reprefentatives had been, 

, the.fatn^, as the, noble lord wpU knew; and he called upon 
, him to declare, if; they had not, every poiliblc means, 
treated the offices tp pals their accounts ; but if 
- Lord Qtathatn, pii^er the cirenmhanccs defcribecT, was npt 
; ur ' ' - ’ able 
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*blc to get his atcotitits paiTed in a th«a 

thirteen years, lurely no man would c<)ntend that Jjo^ lHol- 
laad’s executors could get their accounts pajSi^ in leCs, elpc- 
cially as tbpy amounted to twice the fam* ,, # 

'I'hc whole evil he infifted on it, 'lay wuh the Bo^rd of 
Treafury and the noble’ lord in the blue ribljori-^ whom he 
charged with the grofl'eft indolence and negligence; and who^ 
he faid, wanted to fhift the-'blame due to hiinfelf upon the 
Ihoulders of the public Accountants. With regard to the 
commiflion of accounts, it was fo palpably mieant to divert 
the attention of the public from the noble lord’s mal-admi- 
nlftration, and call it off from modern ineafures, by turning 
it upon the meaiures of old times, that, he declared, he 
wondered the Idea of throwing out a tub to the wh^le had 
never before luggefted itfelf to the mind of man, fo complete¬ 
ly did that idea meet the whole manoeuvre of the commiillon 
, of accounts, filled by general officers, Mailers in Chancery, 
merchants, and men of all others the leaff proper to correct 
the evils in cjueftion. He ohferved alfo, that as an honour¬ 
able gentleman had faid, former debate, the commif- 

fioncvs had not only been nominated by the noble lord in the 
blue ribbon, but tnat their firft mcjolries had obvioully been 
pointed out againft dilcarded minifters and their difearded 
adherents. It was evident, therefore, that fhe noble lo/d*s 
wilh was, to take advantage of the firff cry of o^nce, and 
to turn It to his ovvn benefit, by making it, the,umrument of 
liuirailing thoic who,had uniformly oppofed the meafures of 
his government. , ‘ 

Tlic Treafury, he repeated it, ought to have examincdl 
into the caufe of the delay in pafiing the public accounts, and, 
jf they found it lay with the auditors, of the Imprell, the 
Treafury ought to have immediately pu^ it out of the power 
of thofe auditors to have remained any longer the caufe of fuch 
delay. The noble lord, he remarked, in the coprfc of his 
honourable friend’s fpeaking, had, as if he felthimfclf pro¬ 
voked, called out in a inoi^ diforderlyway, . ** That he had 
inquired again and again 1” What did this prove ?—Hill 
greater negligence in the noble lord. It proved that the mif- 
chiefwasfo glaring that it roufed the noble lord from hit- 
accuftomed fit of indolence, but that 'though he wont, the 
length of an inquiry, he ftopped ffiort in the middle of the 
. bufinefii; and even after he had afeertained the evil, negl’e^lcd 
to apply the remedy. Why did#not the noble lord bring in 
a bill to put an end to the caufe of the complaint i W*ith his 
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-a Bill. It 1 ii« to have dotit ifo, atid 
iiot to havihdel^^e^ tfefc pd^rs of ^Parliament to an wn- 
heard of Tetof coiiKtiif!IOfiet% of acobiant^ to do his duty for 
him. • 

‘AiWitiier ob^<#AiOti he "had'to the bill Was, be declared it to 
he hilt of innoenOe. the power Of appointing; a 

t^ayfiiaffer of the Arfhy stud ti Tfeiaftiittbf the Navy a fuffi- 
oiebt degrceof mlniftedal pktrocta-ge. It was now evident 
that mini{ittidl ihliiAsnee wifliOd to go tnoch-farther; it ex¬ 
tended even to peffott's Otitof place and in a,vo 4 \'^d Opjx>iition; 
Ibr what Payfffalhsr out of office could he faid to be inde- 
pendent of Minift'fy till h-is itccOUnts Were pa (Ted ? His ho- 
nourabie fr^nd, vidio lR*gan the debate, notwithftaodihg he 
Was ei?cty way'ihlSpOndbdt in principle and Spirit, was indif- 
pilttdjly dependent on mihiftere at that lUomenr, and lb he 
tnnflrremain tin Ite could obtain his (juictus; which refted al- 
logtsfiiCr, Or Wodld rcft hlOa^ether, after the bill palled, on 
the will of the OOlde lord in the blue ribbon, who had at once 
the’powerof -OOichtrhhtg the piflih^ the accounts of other zc- 
coumantS,'ja 4 as 'bethofb tO cxerqife it either way. He put 
thb hrgutnent into'fevemrfbfapcs, and laid, had his right ho- 
noumbk friend, theprefebt paymafter-, continued lalt year 
to, entl^in 'fentif^nts iitnilar to thofe which he and his 
frientd* KtVowed, \Vhich the right honourable gcnileman 
ifedtiedj tnore ?th«n'Ohce Inclined to adopt, he verily believed 
wOt>M have'atteojpted to have given him as much 
uneafiirtefs as polTiblc.’ He knew his right honourable friend 
vr«s fuperior^ flkir impotent mali'ce; and indeed his favour¬ 
able cOnduA witk're^d'St to Minifters, bad rendered 

it Ufinece^arp. Hte faid, that when he was hlmfelf examined 
before the'tommllBOdets, he thought it his duty to flate, 
tk«ttbfci*e<wai»'«L fkij^lon d<iipcndli‘ng between the executors 
of Imrd ‘ana Mr, Robert ftiris Taylor^ who was 

of his dcptlti^Js, fflib determiiUation of wrhich might aflFciEl 
the bafa^fcc due i'ftsm the ktc Lord Holland, as Paymafler of 
the Forces ; as much of thit balance as knight be affefted by 
that litigairion, he ofejefted to the payment of. into the Ex¬ 
chequer ; as to the refidue, he had no objefiion, upon ob¬ 
taining a quietus, or an indemnification equivalent thereto.’' 
By this clcolarfttion he iras ready to abide, but to be obliged 
to give up the balance on any other condition, he (houldcon- 
^def, as being forced by the ftrong hand of power to ftitUbit 
^to an a£fc at once opfrefRve, violent^ He 

^ ' contended 
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conjcer^dkd cil?Je£l wa$, noj; woitli th^,, 

tko mcaluiiCi, for that in fa^il: the noble lopd .w;;;6S.gT%fping W 
th« mere interei^ of two hunclred! thouiVid, j»o,Oiid^v foi: *» few «. 
months, only, lince if Lord' HqlUu4*8 ^q#;ouiUs. Were- pail^d ' 
by Chrifimas the whole of the bailee would be th^C 



tiptc, V 

Lor-d North rofc as foo^. as, Mr. F'^x, lar dpwn, and iJ44,M* Nanti 
after having Hated on his H-rH motiojRijj for :Jfcie iiojufib to 
into a committee appn the Rep<jrti!? pf thi^ Coo?n}iffioners of . 
Accs.untSj tlial lie-meant to bring in, a bill, to oljiige all thofc; 
accouiu.iais, who had, large halaiices, of pubHc money iij 
hand, to pay tliofe balaoch!?. into the ]^;jccilie^^rj, in order thaj; f 
in tLc fwcl'ent exigency of affairs, the puUic njigHt have this 
life of their own money; and^ after haying heard it repeatedly ' 
admitied on all fjdes of the Houle, that fueb. a propofftiqa 
was periVv£liy jull and reafontrUe, he was ttpt a little affonifft-' 
ed at hearing the prefe»,t bill ^tae^cd violejit,, oppreffi^^' 
cruel, and unjuff ! From, the language that ufedby; 

the two honourable gentlemen,that day, had, he; not hrQoy^o ; 
tlic contrary, he ihould have been tempted tp fHppofe^ that, 
the bill, ih^n under conffdtration, was neither inote lej^ 
than a daripg attempt to fnatch the private fpr,tnpeS;Of . 

vjduals out pf their poffcffion,^ and apply thena tp. th<; wl'e pf- 
the Hate ;>.nay, a mere ff^ap^r.wpnld have par^ • 

ried his. i.dc^s iarihcr, and-bpagijt^d, frpQi llxe-extraordinary’ 
degree of harfhntlV W|ith which hUiOonadu^l:,had been treated., 
that kp mtartr- to appr0p4:iate the balanoes in qoeffion to his. 
own.pr^yatq ute, and tp pot the o^holq of the money into his 
pocket. Pnq honourable had faidj, the noble 

lard is extremely rapacipusj, he giafpsat all, the money withitt 
hi& reach, he claps his hand tipon it, and py. the ffrong arm 
of power forces it from thofe with whom it is. now lodgedw^' 

Did the Itonourable gemleman, vccolledl:, thafthc money in 
queftion was the money of the lHd''bf.sL iliqod.by orders out of . ■ 
the Exchequer, and that all the biU. wqqfcl would be, 

to bring that bach to the public Tiealury which the>«. was 
no pretence whatever for fuffering^ to.rem^P; longer in the 
hands of private individuals? ‘‘ Bpt gc^miemen laid, “ pafa 
our accounts 1” give us our.quietus,, and then wc will pay 
our Iwlaqces !” Certainly, in ordinary* times, balancct,^ 
were not expefted, norufually riccived from public acconnt*r, 
ants, except upon the fettlement of th^ir accounts; but yropld- 
any gentleman contend, tliat under the prefept fttuation of- 
pubbe affairs; in a when the ^igency of the ffate 

, ' ■ * was 
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was {o preffingi largt fvsms of the public money, every fliil- 
Iicg of which was wanted for -the public ufc, ought to be fuf^- 
fefed to remain in priyate hands, and in thofe hands from 
which there would “be no call for it in fmall payments ? A 
great argument ufed by the lionoutable gentleman W'ho had 
fpoken, was, that the prefent hill pur the public accounts in 
a worfe fituation than they were in at prefent. 'J’his alTcr- 
tion he muft deny. The bill obliged public accountants to 
pay in their balances, hut it gave them an indemnification 
from all claims to which thofe balances w'ould be liable. On 
paying’their balances into the Excltequcr they would receive 
an* Exchequer tally, produceable at any time as an ample 
proof that they ha'4 difeharged their balances as far as thofe 
balances could be ttfcertaincd till their accounts were finally 
fettled.. 

Another argument, npuch prefled by both the honourable 
gentlemen,' was, , that the Board of Treafury, and he, as 
Firft Lord of that Eloard, li^d beep extremely negligent and 
etctrcmtly indolent; if there was a fault in the conflitution 
of the Iinprcft-office, they ought to have examined tr.to it, 
and to have provided a remedy.*• The time of bringing for¬ 
ward this argument'was furcly fomewhat extraordinary at 
the. very moment,'that he was urging a bill through Parlia¬ 
ment, the objc^l of which was to remedy, in feme degree, 
the defeAs of that office; by bringing the balances oi the 
jHiblic accountants much earlier into the Exchequer than 
they otherwife would have been brought forward I With re¬ 
gard, however, to the inquiry,into the caufc of the complaint, 
the ioard of Treafury (fo much reprobated,) had been ex¬ 
tremely induftrious,’ and had tried, by every means in its 
power, to quicken the paffingof public accounts. TJ»c Board 
had fent for the Auditors repeatedly; they had Toothed and 
threatened; in fhort, they had done every thing in their 
»power to give more difpatch to the palling of the public acr 
counts, till at laft, finding a Parliamentary provifion for the 
purpofe neceflary, they had obtained an aft, authorifing a 
cbmipiflion of accounts, filled by men of acknowledged abi¬ 
lity and integrity, who were direfted fpccially to examine and 
inquire where the fault lay. This was furedy proceeding iu 
the faireft and moft certain way, both with regard to the 
evil in queftion and to the afeertainment of a fit and effeftual 
remedy. “ Oh, but ^ald gentlemen) that commiffion is 
merely a tub to the whale J It was .intended to divert.the puT>- • 
Ik froai other inquir^^s of greater itn^hance, and which. 

‘ went 
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w«>nt immedtately to the mcifures of the noble lord atiidi* hJ^ 
colleagues.” Divert the public attention! he begged to know 
from what ? Was there a fingle ixtcafarc of Adminiftratiort, 
not only during the laft twelvemonth, but during the whole 
war, that had not been examintid, ferutinifedj placed ihi 
every pofliole point of view, reviled^ ahuled, condemfled ! 
What was the public dii'erted from ? “ Why^ hiys onei gcn«* 
tieman, the attack made by an honourable member on the 
Civil Lift.” Had the honourable gentleman for;uit, that 
notwithftanding the aft authorifing a comtnifhon o( accounts 
paiTcd a year ago, the honourable mennber alluded to had 
renewed his attack upon the Civil Lift ? And vvhat did 
that attack go to? not to .any offices or places created by 
him or under his admlniftratiori, but -.-cAd cftabhfhmevns 
founded under minifters often-talked of with great applauie. 
Of the propriety of that attack, Parliainent had been the 
juciges, and had decided againft it. ^ In that cafcj therefore, 
no hl ime was furcly imputable to him; 

One gentleman bad laid, if the clerksj &c. in the office of 
the Auditors of the Impreft are too few they ought to be 
incrcafcd ; he, at the fame time, had ftated, that Lord Oia- 
tham was thirteen years in palling his accounts, and yet he 
had owned, what every one muft acknowledge, that Lord Cha¬ 
tham had great influence. What was this, out a clear acquit¬ 
tal of the prefent Board of Treafury, becaufe eitcry body knew 
that Lord GhathamN accounts, and the time thhs elaplcd be¬ 
fore they were paffed, was that interval in which the Duke 
of Ncwcaftlc, Mr. Grenville, Lord Rockingliam^ and the 
Duke uf Graftori, were the Minifters } If, therefore, the 
Board of Treafury was to blame for not altering the mode of 
palling the public accouhts; thofe flrft Lords of the Treafury 
were, at leaft, as much to blame as he was; thfe charge was 
more ftrong againft them too, 'as the time it took to paifs Lord 
Chatham’s accounts was a time Of profound peace, in which 
the minifter’s attention might much mote ’eafily have bcerl 
direfted to an improvement of a civil nature than a^t prefentj 
in the midft of an cxtenftve,' bufy, aud^^oropUcated war., 

But gentlemen had exprelfed great fear or not having their 
accounts ever palled if the balance was paid in, before their 
quietus was obtained ; a^nd had faid, tbeir feedrity would (heni 
no longer exift, fince the money was the only fpur that re¬ 
mained to induce the Treafury tci quicken the Auditors of 
the Impreft as much as poflible. This was furcly rathfer an 

extraordinary argument, and he was apt a little furprifed to 
.VoLullI* Ttt jhfist 
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hicar isientletncii afk, when the balances were paid in, whsf 
i^hducemeett would .remawn wiih, the Auditors of the Imprcffc 
and Wfih the Exche<|ut;r to pafs their accounts ! what in¬ 
ducement? He wou(!d tell the Houfe what. One creat tn- 
ducemtnt would be, tl^c fees payable at the Kxcheijuer, and 
which were payable <,nly on the pv'iillng of the accounts, and 
the granting the quietuti. It had bcl^n coiueodvd, however, 
that the quittBS ought to he granted with the balances inilead 
of an Exchequer tally. \Vr'js the nature of, a quietus per- 
ffe^ly con^fidcred when this argument was ofed ? Did gentle¬ 
men recolJcfi,. that qutetus would eftablifh and fet up as 
right every ilngls article in each account ? and wlien they 
recoJle< 3 ed this, ty-ould any gentleman contend in rea- 
fon and in fairnef^. fynh a general eftablifhment of all tha 
various items pAJght to be alhiwed accountants, before thoii; 
hems Were feverjd-^ cj(,ammed and compared with the proper 
VOUChf’S,^ ‘ 

Vyilh regard to the pofitian laid down by the honomabJe 
g^'nlieman who fpnke laft, that if a public accountant was 
at all limes ready to prpducoand pay in the full amount of 
the pwbjrc money in his hands, it was a matter, of indiffer¬ 
ence to the public what ufe he put it to till it was called 
for j he was ready to adm^ h, but then he. muft be allow¬ 
ed to fay, tha,t, if the, fi^U balance w’as taken out of a puolic 
accouoXant^s hands,. i,t was, not probable that he would bq 
flower in preparing,his acfplants for palfingj which, addl'd to 
the Indu.^ejpient thijre in, the Aiiditors of the irnprrfl to 
obtain their, fees, weof^ rcjndrr the paiHng of the account^ 
a& fpecdily as ppflj^hJe, a. niatter equally defifablc on both 
fides. As to Lprd HpJIaod't ^pcotipts, they we^e f« extreme¬ 
ly different, in their, natute, and ftood, i.n fueb, a difcent pre¬ 
dicament fron^,theaic,counts of Eord Chathapo> that he could 
only cqn.fider all, that, the honourable gentleman had faid on 
the comparifon as a heap of contradijStions^ Undoubtedly 
the arguments that, applied to the one would up mt>re ap¬ 
ply to the other thah it wms correfpondent with cornjxipii 
fenfe to cha/ge the preferit Treafury-board with negligence 
and indolence for, hpf applying a remedy with regard to the 
prefent mode of pafEng the public accounts, in the very mo¬ 
ment when they were applying that remedy, and which np 
preceding'Treafury-board had ever attempted. As tp.the 
want qf diipatch, in relation to Lord Holland's accounts, the 
l^pard 6f Treafury had repeatedly examined in^ the caule. 
gf It, and had once dircdled the two« auditt^s to ent|?IoY' mors 

' ' ' '' clerks 
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rk'fks for ihe j^urpoft*. On.e of th&m nadf*vprkf» the 
d.fcrtion, but che other (a geotlemafi htely. d^adl toad, r«4. 
fulefj', and had aiTigned as a reafnn, that if he added any 
givrn nuniher, fuch was the llato of the progrefs of the »c* 
fotjots in ihcir palling, that they woftid not be tke more 
fpcedily ddpatL'hvd. 

Hss Lordfhip, in anfwcr to the afiVrtion that the comrnif" 
fio?R'r5 C 'ji;»ht to have Endeavoured to find out foihe better 
method of palfing the pubhc accounts, faid, that was the 
m.iin object of ihcir commilTion ; but they had no: as yet 
got at It. What Parliament had judged proper for them firft 
to make the objerfl: of their irn-juiry they had turned their 
iiilr at'ention to; tiie other masttis, he trufted, they would 
c'oniidct, and report upon in due tune, 'J'he prefer.t bill 
wa*; founded on the r fourth Repurt; the ohjeft ©f iuwas 
opened hv him to the Houfe beftne Eallcr, ami the bill itftlf 
had been brought in as cari) as was conjillent with that 
caiiv^dur whicii ought to ntaifc fueh a m^aiurc. He faid 
farther, that he had, in his progrsfs, allowed full time be¬ 
tween each of its ftagcs fv)r gentlemen to confider it with 
due del beration. 




With vegard to the t'lme. of paying in the balances, lie 
war, fai f oiii wi'iliing to maketiiat a matter of inconvenience 
to liiL'public accounlants. He wboUi fix it for any day in 
Novendxrr, or whenever genilcnvcn chofe, ib as to bring it 
within the Ways and Means of the year, he knew not, 
however, where the honourable gcnrleinan got lus noiio?^ 
oi lliC Auditors of the Impreft being able to pafi; hi> ac¬ 
counts by Chriftmas next. He tfld fibt hiaafclf think li 
poliible for them to be pafi'ed in fo ffiort a time. His Lord- 
Oiip dated, that the whole, of the monoy which the j)uhlic 
vtmtild have thc'ufe of, if ihe piclent btU limited both Houfci, 

Would not be fo more a trifle as the honourable gentleirlan, 
vrbo fpokc lafi, had Rated it to life. 'I'he amiuint of ihr ba¬ 
lances, (Lord Holland’s, and thr/ic of the other accounianfs 
put together.) would be at leafl' 400,00^}!. of vvlilclx he ihad 
liimfclfLinJ his colleague fulVO^ijOrcf. to pay into «he Lx- 
chequer. He'concluded with declaring, that "he tniffcd the 
bill would be confideied as very hefeeffary, tlmt it would 
be fofFered to go into a fommirted. 

Mr. /ov rrtfc to explain, and charged the noble T/Oid >4i. 
with having mifrcprcfcnted what he i:iid. Be lisd never 
fuggefted that the b.lkppe df IjOjJd Ho1lan‘i.Ps aocbhnts ifias 
* not die public tn‘6ncy ; Kc had only conteridpd,. that Lord 
Holland’s reprefcntatlves ought to hdve an iivdemnificatiori 
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for paying that balance into the Exchequer. He chaigcd 
tlic noble Lord with having inhnnated wliat he knew w'as 
not in any degree founded. The noble L'rrd, he faid, had 
argued, tliat if alt the balances of the public accountants 
were paid in, thofe accountants would nor be flower in ex- 
pe.'hting the paihng tHeir accounts. This, he affcrtccl, 
was an infinuatjon that feme had been more flow than they 
ought to have been; a charge he defied tfic noble Lord iq 
make our. 

Mr. Foxoifcrcd on the part of Lord Holland’.s reprefen- 
taiiVfs, that the whole balance of his Lord flu p’s account 
Ihould be paid into the Bank, there to abide the paihng of 
the accounts, and contended, that the pub.licliad no r ght 
to Ijandle it till they (his father’s reprcfeniativc?-) had ob¬ 
tained their quietus. 

>, tr. Mr. T, Tovunjl^md rpfe to call for an c jdauation on the 
Y fame point. He faid, if the noble Lend doubted of his 

having paid his balance into the Bank he might call Mr, 
Beckwith, of Mr. Aillabie’s office, to the bar to prove if. 

Lord North replied to both gentlcBien, and dtt Uired, l:e 
had ufed the argument at which the honourable gen¬ 
tleman had taken offence merely as a gcncml argunu nr, 
without meaning to aim an infinuaiion at any particular in- 
dividualy or iq impute blame any where. His Lordlhip 
fpoke alfo to other particulars qf his former fpecch that had 
been rniruudcrfJood. 

Lord Afahm preffeeJ the nohlc Lord to accede to Mr. I'ox’s 
propofid of paying the money into the Bank, and dccLucd, 
that in tlie coinmiuee he fliould move that the balances be 
paid into the Bank, and not into the Exchequer. 

Sir Ciey Cooper rofe'tp defend thc Treafurv. He faid that 
Mr, Townlhcnd, in deferibing the conduct of the Exche¬ 
quer in obtaining and paffing the public accounts, had not 
lufficiently marked a very neceffary diftindion, and it was 
this : after an accountant had been fomc time out of office, 
the Exchequer ortlercd ilfucs ad computandtm, iffues to ob¬ 
lige the aco>untant5 to render an account; which accounts, 
when rendered, went, as the honourable gentleman had dc- 
fefibed, to the King’s Remembrancer, and thence onwards 
to the Auditors of the Imprtlf, to be examined and pafled. Sir 
Grey declared, th;it the Board uf Treafury had many times in¬ 
terfered with the. Auditors of the Imprcft, and in particular 
regard to Lord Holland’s accounts; when, as the noldc 
ijLbfiJ had Ifatcd, one Atiditor had immediately complied with 
tjie dirc^lioins of the Board, and taken more clerks into employ^, 
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but tbe other Aitditor (Mr, AUlable) had refufed, aU«<%io^ 
tlic accounts of Lord Holland were in that flage of exa- 
min.ition that new and i aw clerks could not forward them 
at a!!; hut that what rcniai/ied to be done, refpefling them, 
rauft be done l>y experienced perfons, arid thofe only who 
had long been converfant with the bufrnefs of the Exchequer, 
bir Cjrcy faid farther, that the Auditors liad many times 
jn-omik-d, that the accounts fliould be palled againft Chriil- 
ni.is, but tliat every year before Chhftmas arrived, loine- 
tiiing iniervcued to prevent the fulfilment of their promi'c. 

Lord Hoivl- laid a few words, rtfpefling his own particuiurUnl J/c«re* 
firuation as a quandiun treaturer of the navy. 

Mr. httrke charged Lord Noith with having faid, the Mr. Butieq 
fault was in the conltitution of tlie finpifil-ciiice, noiwlth- 
Itandnig uiilch, in head of attempting to correft liiat evil, 
he had contented hinifelf WMth feizing upon the money, and 
taKaig luvoy ihe fetunly that tlie public accountants had; 
and \et when an attempt was made to correct the inconve¬ 
nient forms of the Exchequer, by vviiich the piuTing of the 
accounts be .fimpiified and expedited, as well as re¬ 

lit, vet! fn-ni I’ne burthen of thole fees of ollicc which were 
lb juflly co/nplaincd of, and which ought to he aboiillud, 
he repr'-bated the piinciple of the bill as it now llooo, and 
railed upon the Houfe to ^hcr it, in fo far ns to rjive fair 
and hnnonrabie feettrity to the accountant, from motives of 
policy y. wcil as juilice. 'Ehe Iloufe ought to reflect that 
the oiiice of an accountant would not be very dcfirahle if it 
was to lu^.jed’t the holder to all the danger and misfortune of 
nunifterial caprice, or lyranny, or injufticc. If the Houle 
wifhed that the public fhotild be ferved honeflly and purely, 
they nuift make the fervants of the public fecitre and inde¬ 
pendent when rhty have acquitted t.hemfclves of their charge. 
Kcfponnbdiry fhould continue no longpr than truft j and it 
became Parliament to make the road to clear<ince and oil- 
charge, in cafe of reflicude, as even and cafy as the road to 
punilliipenr, in cafe of defaultatirin. 

Mr. Co:irin.uyef in a fliort fpcech, recapitulated what had 
been Lid for and againft the bill, and concluded bv expref- 
ling his high refpc^l for the cliarafler, abilities, and inte¬ 
grity of the honourable gentleman (Colonel Banc) whofug- 
gefted the hint for a CommilTion of Accounts, 'i'he noble 
lor<l in the blue ribbon had indeed taken up the idea, and 
lili opinion) improved on it, by framing the prefent bill, 
which gaye it vigour, clficacy, md utility. The eulogium 
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of the cotnmifnonetife bfrrt rc-cfliorci from all pAi ts of tlis 
Houfc; there wah ndfoniy, iVli-. Court nave oh fVrvec), z/ncf- 
Jus orJ$i' there was si luoid brcvify, an accuracy, an arrange¬ 
ment^ a comprefRon of thought in their 'vt ry c’itic- 

reot (as he had heard from old jiieniber; of jihuhaiiivnt) from 
thofe voluminous inexplicahlc Repot is odiich uh*.! >o encum¬ 
ber the tabic. The noble lord iit the blue riiibou liacl de¬ 
rived credit and popuUirity by int:oducing ihe bili; the pre- 
fent oppolition to it proved both its utiliiy and liic envy it 
excited. An honourable gentleman had Irild, the noble lord’s 
motion was folcly to extend the influence! of the Crown, by 
nppoiniing CommiiTioners of Accounts, and to prevent fn- 
Tnre committees and ailbtiaiioi's. fie believed the noble 
lord had no fuch defrgn in fratni.’.g the bid; but if it even¬ 
tually checked the growth of aifociation'; aij l tomtrrtttce.s it 
was an additional advantage to the public; ihe honourable 
gentleman had aifo cenfured the nobh-lord for piocrafllna- 
tion, but if the noble lord had'procrahincu d, at Icafl If. rc- 
fpefl to the prefent bill, feme gentlemen would pcihaps be 
better pleafed. ” 

He concluded, by faying, that as corruption, fvibfervicncy, 
and fuch harfh cpiihctff h.ad been applietl to iliofc who chofc 
to fupport adminiftration, he hoped he was iu the bounds of 
order, by altufivcly at leaffc pointing at the malice of their 
bppofition in the prefent inflancc. The noble lord in the 
blue ribbon, he obferved, was in the fame predicament as 
another man of great merit in his pTofeflion; the lare Sir 
Godfrey fvncllcr ; who, like the noble lord, had the misfor- 
tnhe of not being able to pleafe every body ; as the noble 
lend had framed this excellent bill, fo Sir Ciodfrey ha<I drawn 
a very fine portrait of a young roan of fafldon, poflibly a 
member of Parlianunt; hut when his relati 6 ns viewed the 
pi<?\;i>rc, they exprciTed their dffapprobution of it, (like the 
gentlemen in oppolitkrn); Sir Godfrey indignatuly turned 
(as the noble lord might do) to one of his friends, and ex¬ 
claimed, “ I vow*To God I never drew a better pifluve in 
my life, but I liave thrown feme fenfe into Un- aiul nov/ 
they arc angry, becaufe they do not know ihcir own foul 


again. 


Sir Sni'ili faid ni'tliing was more evident than that 

iji the fame proportion, that the public bad a right to the ba¬ 
lances lire acconntaiits had a right to have flieir accounts 
paiTt'd, and to their quietus. It Was perfeftly new tohiin, to 
demand a balance before an account was fettled, and he 
' ' fhould 
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^iliooUl have iliouglit it reafonable to haveTalU to the Com- 
Imifiicrjcrs, vs hen they tlei^manded to know the amount of his 
imbalance (had he been examined) “ I do not know what it 
|is as yet; when my areourit is fettled I, will tell you the 
Ianjount of the balance.” , 

I At length the Houfe went into the commirtce, in which 
fthc blat'A> nor filled up. The day of payment was fixed 
I ior iho 24 r!i <.)[:’Oftober. 

S Lord Muh'.u moved to leave out the words ** be paid intoLd. Mai*#. 
I l.is Majiil y’s l^xchequcr,” and inCert in their ficad, “ be paid 
t into the Hank of England.” The rommittee divided on rite 
; c|uell 'ii, that the foimer vs’ords iland part of the duul'e, 

( Ayes ; noes 22,* 

Lrird alkcd a few qneftions, which wevercfolved by Lord 

• Lnnl Noith. 

Mr. Fox alfo wanted to move, that Lord Holland’s repre-Mr. r«jt, 
fciitaiivcs pay in only fuch part of his Lordiliip’s balance as 
was not litigated. 

Lord F'lrtl explained to him, that if all were paivl in, itLordAVrif. 
would be the i'aaie thing, as in that cafe the public muft 
fhnid tl.r charge of ihr fulr, 

I'lio bill goc through the committee, 

Mr. /W brought in his bill to amend the Marriage -aft, Mr, Ftw* 
It vvis KX'/d a fnfl; time, and ordered to be read a fecond 
lime on Friday next, Mr. Jolliifc fiwd he would oppofe it in 
every ftrige. 

June 12. 


Mr, /sA', pmfuant to notice called the attention of the®'**'* 
HouS'e to the American war. He began by obferving, that 
this fvibjcft had undergone a recent difeuflidn upon a motion 
made by his honourable friend, Colonel Hartley, in confi- 
deration of which he lliould not nowltave troubled the Houfe 
with a propotition built on the lame bafis, but that fince the 
late occafion an argument ,had prefented itfclf, more unan- 
fwerablc in its nature, and more efficacious, as he had rea- 
foS to hope with gentlemen on the other fide than any thing 
that he or his friends could advance; their afiertions might 
be qutfiioned, but thofc of Lord Corwallis he trufied'would 
have all the w'cight,which the abilities, experience, and high 
prorcilional icputation of that General might fairly challenge* 
He had a pape^;in his hand, the late Gazettee, from Which, 
dh the authority rjf I.ord Cornwallis* the iroprafticabillty o| 
conquering America was plainly dcducible^ and. on that alone 
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herroeant to reft liss .irgument to-day, as the lu'ft means ofi 
avoiding thofe ft.ilc repetitions fo often compbintv! of, when‘s 
the preient Uii-je6V came nrfore Parliamenl; the fubjefl might-f 
be old, but tlie field of rcalbnlng would now have an air of 4 
novelty. Hefbould therefore confine himfclf entirely to the | 
Gazette, it was nn authority to wliich gentlemen on the | 
other fide of ilic Iloufe would not oi’'iecl, and he begged th • I 
patience of the Houle would bear him company in giving it | 
an attentive examination. This paper certamly confirmed | 
every thing that hud been advanced by his iionourable friend | 
and himfclf on the former occaficn , but if it could be per- | 
mi tied Iiim to be jocular on fuch a ilibje.ft, Ik? might bt-g the 1 
Houle to believe there was no collulion in the cafe, the Ga- ■ 
zette neither having been framed by his authority, nor he ; 
having had any previous knowlet’ge of its contents. ' 

He rcmemibered well the principal argument urged from ! 
the oppofire benches, and on which the dcliatc chiefly liingcd, 
was a fignal viftory ; which, faid thofe gentlemen whoopprsfed 
the motion of his honourable friend, will call the rebels to 
the Britifti ftandard. The vi£iory has fince come confirmed ; 
the Britifh ftandard has been cre£led; but what then were 
the predicted fruits of what he was tempted to call this pre¬ 
tended viflory ? Nothing but difappointment; nothing but 
misfortune; he would not fay public difgrace. 1 he truth 
was, the vidlbry of Guildford, as it was called, drew after 
it'all the confcquenccs of fomething very nearly allied on a 
decifive defeat. Lord Cornwallis did not fly from the ene¬ 
my ; but indifpntable fafts bore him out in affirming, that 
if Lord Cornwallis had been vanejuilhed, inftead of being 
the temporary viilor, his operations, or rather movements, 
could not have bore a more unfortunate afpcfl. He no lon¬ 
ger purfued the objeft of his expedition ; he no longer fought 
the enemy, even in thegr flight. Nay, mote, he'in an in- 
ftant lelinquifhcd aft the advantages he had gained with fo 
much difficulty ; which had been attended with circumftanoes 
which rcfle^cd fo much honour upon himfelf as a comman¬ 
der, and upon^ the very gallant, but ill-fated body of nfbn 
whom he led to glory, and to every thing but lubftantial 
fuccefs# 

From the report of Earl Cornwallis, there was ibe moft 
>conclufive evidence, (hat the war in which we were eng.<ged 
was at once imprafticable in its obje^k and ruinous in its 

E rogrefs, It futniflied‘Us with the.materials and gfHunds 
othof trlttinphiand de]eQ;io% ^oth of glory and defpair. It 
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fliev^ed that beneath the coodufl; of that brare tnab, & 
body of lb mill tioops had aitcd up to all the eKpcfl:at»otts 
ih.n (tvild be formed of their enterprue and their vMOur ; 
and at the lame time taught us, that nplther fpirit nOr per- 
ic\tiani'*j ntilher good condufit in the commander nor 
com age in the loloiciy, could prevail in a conttft founded in 
tvidtiH midnei'i and inconMencv. 

Ht. \\dlud, he laid, to examine the information which we 
had nyfi\^.c\ horn Kail Cornwallis pretty clofcly. The noble 
lord fa*d, th it the objeta of the campaign was to penetrate 
iom Noith Carolina.” Tins the honourable gentleman falil 
luuly could not have been fufficicnt of itfelf to fanflify an 
expedition of lo rondi certain CAptnee and probable danger; 
and Ills Lordilup very properly gives the farther explanation 
in a lubhqucnt palTage, by laying, that it was to give 
j>roie£lion to the m my loyalift' that there were in North 
rolini, and to bring them to the Btitilh ftandaid.” From 
whom his Lordilup icccivcd this information he could not 
prciend lo gucls; molf likely he had tcccivcd it from this 
country, where all luch mfoimation had had its rife and its 
cuirency. Undoubtedly liicie wa^ lomc reafon to arppre- 
bf lid that there migln be fome men in North Carolina, who, 
on tht app oach ot his Majefty’s arms, might have joined 
them ; lor pievious to the prcfcnt conttril there were a fet of 
men m this province, a tort of banditti, who infefted the 
peaceable inhabitants, and agamft whofe depredations it had 
been found occeflary to guaid, by putting arms Into the 
bands of a number of ordeily pcrfotis, who were called re* 
guUiors. To be fure it was not altogether unrcafonable to 
hope but that thefc banditti, who had maintained a fort of 
intt(line war aRainflr the old eftabhlhed government of the 
piovinee, might be expedied to jpm ihofe who came like 
the m(e‘lv Li to attack that government. To men of fuch a 
delcnption all government would he alike, and they would 
be leady to join any force whatever that came with hoftiln 
intentions apjainft the fettled power of the country. But even 
thole cxpc£taiions, if any fuch were formed, bad been dif* 
appointed, and the whole objeft ot the campaign bad failed. 

This tailufv, he fatd, tuufl have proceeded Irom either of 
thefe thrte cauius * Firft, that their muft have been (bme ef« 
fe'ntial defers m the plan; fecondly, that the meana muft 
nut have bten adequate to the objedfc, and thirdly, that there 
wnuil have anfen certain Unfbrefeenfcontingencies, applicable 
to this campaign only, which had defeat^ the end, Ashe 
VoL. Ill U tt u * could 
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kbt f&t i. fneimeiir fkfp<?ilSt* th'af tkiitr of the two fottnci*' 
held up do CrovenicTjent As the catrfes of our failure, 
id regard to thoaaifelves or to the commaoder, whofe fkil], 
enteipfiee, and perfft’verance, were judly praifed, he could 
ofjfy have recourfe td the laft, a« the only j^ohable caufe that 
could 1)0 urged hy mini^ra of the cuiaoMties of the cam¬ 
paign. With this view, therefore, he would examine the 
contents of Earl Cornwallis^s difpatchcs, ro fee if hk infor¬ 
mation would hear mrnilfter’s quit in this argument. He here 
turned to the Oassettee eaitraordinary, and hy commenting 
cto every paiTage, <he fhewed the Houfe that the obftaeles 
were not temporary nor peculiar j 'they were not appiicabic 
only to this campaign, nor foch as were etcher utiforefeen or 
dnexpedhed. They were obffacks incident to. the nature of 
the war, and which we (houid always have to encounter and 
to fu^Qunt while the coniHrutton of nature remained the 
f»mt* They were the obftacJes of rivers, of a deep inter- 
country^ ©f impaffable marfhes, of a difafie^led peo¬ 
ple, of ** timid friemds, and of inveterate enemies,” Such 
the iiate of thc oountry that he'could not procure pro- 
viCtim for bis Tifiull army, while that of General Green, fa 
moph more numerous, found no fucj> want. Such was the 
ftate of that feryice that he had not been able even to pro- 
,<^Ure fUftaUigeii^. t$o timid, as he eKpreiled it, were the 
fr.iend.s in. that country, «(rep/*efented as fo fa- 

ynur^hb, that jthey wouM he read/ to floch to the royal {land- 
a^f^on . hs approach) ,4 Hm they «you)d npt even venture to 
giije , much kis or only give 

. |)inii ^iuOyo jind fol/e iotejiktnee, by which he might be led 
intpf iCtuodops dipgerpMS Afld difHcult for his,army. 

, bwe a juft between the condu^ of 

th'? friends pf *n tbet ci^untry and this. I'herc 

. th^/ yrere ib .timid| or r^i^r fo .t^eapberpus, fdr that was the 
,#nj>re? hppljfah!ecinihef> as to .give ho intelligence in here they 
yr,^fo ,ahpacfow ^ to give vs intelligence in immenfe quan- 
i ?rNy beJi ^ every th,^. Such was the abundance 
»Dtelji^n« with whi^h ||^/ jfgrni%d ns, that they had 
; hurried ys on, 'lioth y^ar tp frpm, effort to effort, from 
.i^p^ej iyiih an whjch only cpul^ be 

thofo friends whom 

5 hW ifo vyifoe;^ to oph that thofe men, 

b«^ fol^aefous in Eir|gt4p4, bn!^ been in Caro- 

M?,’where tbek au&Tt/ w^ b&h ctf fervuce; an<t 
timid in Eiyiand in their ftead^ 

wc i^gbt hlye b!& prefer^eo fVotn bll that tor- 
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rent of inteUrgeiice.which hailiEnftttemrei^niii' 
this war, and been provided v^ith a litde of it in «h<^ 4 ay> of 
jncceffity, when iafortnaiivij ’was neceflary to fafeiy if not to 
fuccefs. „ 

He proceeded next to, the battle of Guildford, wheirfi the 
Gazette ali'ericd wc had obUined a fignal viftory. This 
term, he doubted nor, was ufed by lord CorawalHs in avtsry 
proper feme, for ho could only attend.to the difproportioa 
between t^c two armies, • in which point of view, no doubH^ 
that a vi^i:ory iliould be gained on our lide was very aftouifb- 
and highly to t!lic honour df our troops; but if the con- 
fecjuenccs oi' the a£lioiS were to be regarded, then he muft. 
uiidcrlband the word %-nal in a very different Icnle, and allow 
the vidory to have been lignaliJed by drawing after it the 
fame identical cffcdls that might have been expelled from a 
deleat; Mad Our army been vancjuiibed, what coiirle could 
they have taken ? Certainly, they would have abandoned, the 
field of action, and flown for refuge to the fea-fide ; now 
ibefe are prctiilely the mcafurcs wc were obliged to adopt af¬ 
ter the aftion at Cniildford, die viftorious armvi leaving the 
lick!, abandoning the'future objefl; of its expedition, and re¬ 
tiring to the fleet. Another term ufed by lord Cornwallis be 
muft aWb take notice of; he called his army a little one; and 
well indeed might he give it that appellation, fince his whole 
force did not. amount at tlie utfmoft to three thoufand men. 
He took that number, ^nerely to avoid a contr.difllon that 
might divert the current of debate into an improper channet; 
for he was credllfly informed, the army did not amount to 
one half the number he had ft'atcd ; but taking it at three 
ijtoufiind, then on what principle c6uld miniffers even juftify 
confining the operations of this afVii^e and fp'mted general by 
fo feaijty a force ? Lttilc Indeed the army was compared'to 
the enemy it combated, but ft ill lefs if compared to the army 
eflimates voted this leflioai j for it appeared by them, that no 
Icfs than cighiy-threc thoufand men were employed in Ame¬ 
rica, including a fmall number in the Weff-Indies, fo.that 
in Older to bring three thoufand men into the held the public 
were to pay for and provide eighty-threr thoufand. He did 
not mean abtblutcly co lay, that fo ioany were afkually in ih« 
fcrvice, perhaps notaycutb part of thcmhbold be produced ; 
but the account of them was to be feen on the table ? and 
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Jns ccmftrttjcnts.' The hofltotn'able gentleman advcrtCK^ to an 
rxprclTiOn of lord Gfeorge Germaine on a forjner day, that 
fninifters furcly coxtld not want difpofition to a peace, as they 
had a ftake in the-hedge. Perhaps it might be objefted to 
him,, that not having a flake in the country he vvas not finceve 
in his profeffions, and that his aig^oments ought therefore to 
be difregarded. It Was very true, that his perfonal intereft, 
hts perfonal ftake'in the country, was but hnajl : he would, 
however, claim the praife of as finccre a regard f;)r his coun¬ 
try as any man in it, be his fortune what it may ; and he 
conceived that his proportion would not be lefs atrended to, 
becaufehe himfelf had not the wealih. of thofe men who had 
been accumulating princely fortunes by the calaniiticsol their 
country. But if he had no flake, the refpeflablc body of 
men whom he had. the honour toTeprclent, and whole interells 
he was appointed to guard, had a flake for which it became 
him to he rollcitous. The city of Weflrninflcr was materi¬ 
ally irffeflcd by the continuance of the war. They had fuf- 
fcred inpft feverely in the llruggie, and he knew that he fpoke 
their wifhes, when he recommended to mlniftcrs to take every 
poUible means of reconciling us with our brethren in Ame¬ 
rica, 

, After a variety of othhr, arguments He moved, That this 
Houfe do rciblve itfelf into a committee, toconfiderof the 
American warand intimated his.iutention of moving in the 
cotnndtteee, lltotdd it be appointed, a refolution, “ I'hat 
bis Majefly’s niiniftcrs ought immediately to take every pol- 
^ble mcitfurc for concluding peace vvith cur American Colo- 
nies.” ; , . ■. 

. ,,He oliferved, that this propofition differed efTentially from 
that faggeiied by his honourable friend on a former occafion, 
tor that only provided power to, miniflers, when the will was 
wanting; but this laid a parliamentary injumSlion on them, 
|o fuppty ■ want of inclination, and them to apply for pow- 
ersj if tliey^fliould find any npccflity for lb dbing. * He hoped 
the noble lords inadroi^iftratiofl would notobjell aga nffc any 
meafure tending to peace, though tliey were a « 3 ifgracc or 
hmniliatkm..to them\i they were bla,ck'?ned enough already, 
and ibrely, ihdris opinion, it could dp much harm to add 
one mo^ diCgrace the ina9.y^.Already fuftainedt He hoped 
allb-iBOt to he arrfwcred astern former o<^^phs, by faying that 
fitiaJtlets hadi a Jai;^ in^tbe cotMitry ; for it was not 
Jtheir ftakeSy but thblc of iKclr coti^ttuents, for which tl#cy 
were paying i for his own piirt,,, it .was well koown he had 
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jlo ilakc to lofc, bat that fliouid act abate his 7^1 for, tibe 
public intercft; oii^thc prelcnt occailon^ he alked no credit 
for any alfertion Ije had made, but referred for every thing 
to the authority of the Gazette, and on ^at refted his argu-* 
ment. 

Lord JVeficQtc faid, he was not prepared to follow the ho-JLord 
nourable gentleinan, nor* did he mean to combat his argu- 
ments farther than he had formed his opinion upon the appa¬ 
rent tendency and probable efte^ of the motion, fhould it 
be adopted by that Houfe ; nor even fliould he have attempt¬ 
ed to draw its attention, if the bonoorabic gentleman had 
not thought fit, in the courfe of bis fpcech, to animadvert 
upon fomething which had fallen from him in the debate 
fume years fince in that Houfe- He remembered the pafiage 
alluded to, and therefore prefumed the allufion could be only 
applicable to the fentiments then delivered by him on the fub- 
jeiii. He acknowledged he bad faid, that the influence of 
chmate might operate in the fouthern colonies, and, be be¬ 
lieved, untverfal experience bad confirmed the truth of the 
ohfervation. He might have faid, 'that the inhabitants of 
the fouthern colonies were likely to be enervated by natural 
caufes, and lefs able to refifi than thofe colonies fituat^ to 
the northward ; but he did not ground his opinion on the 
propriety of carrying on our operations to the fouthward 
merely on that ground, but combined with other circum- 
ftances, which came within his knowledge or experience j 
fome perhaps, founded in fpeculation, others from the fllate 
and ficuation of the country, particularly that' part of ft, 
the government of which he bad been ihtrufled with by his 
Majefty ; he meant the general difpofition of the Inhabitants ^ 
fecondly, the great number of flaves, and perfons employed 
by the planters, &c. He thought he was well founded in 
faying, that the refinance was not likely to prove fo general 
in the firfl: inftance/nbr fo ejfeftual in tte fecond ; but even 
allowing there viHlis no ground for the former fuppofition, tUo 
loyal attachment to their fdVertfigh sihd ,thi» country, there 
Was ftrong reafon to prefumc, that fd xnipe^^ual a refiftai-rce 
would' not be made againft the BrltiiEb arms in a country 
where, befides having the horrora^ of tyar, and all its dread¬ 
ful concomitants to encioiinter, the people would at the fame 
time have the apprebenfion upon theft minds of a more d^ 
gerous, becaufc a more ci^l enemy, ♦^heff llaves, fervanta, 

^tc. to whole metcy and proteftioji, while they were' con- 
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tmiJing for what they tJeymed their tights, they muft have 

truftfd their wives, children, nud property. 

'I'bc honourable gentleman had, jn very ftrong colouring# 
depklcJ the rojfeties which were the confequences of war, 
lie had come in for a fhare; he had felt, and had fuBeicd in 
the inoft tender point falluding to the Jofs of his Ton, the 
honourable Mr, Ljttlcton, killed in the naval engagem»"nf 
between the Britim and French Beets, oB* the Capes of V n- 
ginia, on the t6th of March} yet he had the confulation to 
ft fled that he had fallen in a juft caufc, in aB(.Uing the 
conBitutumal rights of his fovereign and his country. But 
he did not wifti to dwell farther on fo Hifagiecable a fubjerU 
notwithftanding every thing which had been urgi d to the 
contrary by the honourable gentleman, be believed, his ge¬ 
neral opinion of the pradicabtlity of carrying on operations 
to the fouthward with fuccefs had been coimrmed by expe¬ 
rience; the inhabitants of thofe Colonies now acknowledged 
the fovereignty of Great'^Briuin, and enjoyed thofe rights 
which had been fo long with-held from them, through the 
opprcBive and traitcrous conduit of an internal faction, fup- 
poited by the power and aid of a rebel Congrefs, 

He did not mean to rife, but for the reafon now aBignid ; 
yet, as he was up, he entreated the indulgence of the Houle 
while he made a few ihort obfervations on the purpuit and 
apparent tendency, and probable confequences of the 
motion made by the honourable gentleman, ihould the 
Houfe think fit to adopt it. Before he proceeded farthei, 
however, he would juft obferve, that the particular, as well 
as genera! reafons foi cariying on operations to the fouth¬ 
ward, ftiU remained uncon trad idled, nay, were literally 
confirmed, for fo far from the quotas fiom the fouthein rolo- 
nies being of any material feivice at the battle of Guildford, 
by the beft accounts received of that battle, the South and 


North Carolina mditm gave way almoft at the fit ft fiic, and 
^d to the ptotedlion of their own homeys while the whole 
weight of the battle fell upon the cpnci^ntal troop>, and 
the Maryland and Virginia militia, who were not in gcneiat 
natives of ibefe Colonies, but chn fly frifh, Scott b, and Kng- 
lt(h; and therefore nothing could be adduced from their con- 
duA to overturn his opinion. Me therefore hardly expcdl- 
ed to have heard a charge of mifreprefemation chaiged 
upon him, when, in ihort, every fubfequent circumiUnce 
which had fmoe happened, aftprded fa many proofs that he 
had neither bteh groBly miftaken or mlfinfurmed, * 

The 
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The queftion, as it prefcnted itfdf to the Hou/e, he muft 
confcfs, he highly difapproved ofj. and, if for no other rea- 
fon, becaufe it went to lie up the hands of gov-rnment un- 
neccflarily; but what ought infinitely more to be dreaded, it 
would defeat the very propofed obje£ls of the niotion itfdf, 
the bringing about a peace with America. 

The beft way to make peacd was, in bis idea, to wage war 
manfully j and to make a flar.d woithy of the ancient dignity 
of this kingdom. Gentlemen had laft year mentioned the 
league of C'ambray ; and ftaied it to be the caufe of the de¬ 
cline of the fplcndour of Venice; but they wejc miflaken j 
for powerful as was that confederacy, it was not able to ruin 
Venice; the greatne-fs of that rebublic fell by the difeovery 
of a p.-fl'age to the Kaft-Indies by the Cape of Good Hope. 

On the fiift point he did notcxpc£l fo hear it controvert¬ 
ed, that it was the prerogative of the Crown to negotiate 
peace or declare war; that there was no one point in which 
the confiitution had more clearly marked the diftindion than 
in tracing out the boundaries or barriers which feparated the 
executive fiom the Icgiflativc power? yet, if the prefciu mo¬ 
tion was to go as now propofed, tbofc barfiers would be 
Inoktn down, and levelled with the ground, and thatfioufe 
of courfe imprf’pcily entrench on the rights of the Sovereign, 
arrogate to itfiif the pow’er of making peace and profpeuting 
war, and by that means blend two powers, the executive and 
the legiflativc, whitli the whole feherpe of the Britifh confti- 
tution pronounced fhould be kept feparate and diftindi ; and, 
fo far as the mere cxercife of the former might be ajfFedfed, 
ought to be deemed independent. He prefunied che honour¬ 
able gentleman would agtee with him, that the Britifh was a 
mixtjd government. It was compofed of three efl’afes, the 
monarchical, anftocraiical, and democratical, which, when 
knit and united together, formed the foveteign power. Nei¬ 
ther would it be denied, he prefumed, in their dtliberative 
or legiflative capacity, that thofe powers, thus united, con- 
Ifiturcd the fovereign or fupreme ,power; but then it was 
equally evident, that the will of this body was appointed to 
be carried into execution by the Crown, and by it entrufted 
to the exercife of its miniiters and fubordinate inftruments. 

Nnw ihould the Houfe agree to the honourable gentleman’s 
paotion, for he had been fo explicit as to announce bis farther 
intention of moving in the committee, in fome form or other, 
to make peace with America, what would be the* cafe ? 
moft certainly a diredt infringement upon the prerogative qf 
the Crown, whofe province it was to declare war, and nego- 
VoL. Ill, X X X cute 



.l^fttlAkENTAR'Y' ' A. 1781.' 

datt aitd inake ,peate; anct no lef$ a violation of the conllitu- 
^on, whence equally originated, as from one common foorce, 
the eights of the Sovereign and thofe of the other two branches 
of the Icgiflaturc. 

On the other ground it appeared evident to him, that the 
motion would defeat the oftenllble objedl held out by the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who moved it* It would convince our 
enemies, that we were no longer able to proi'ecute the war, 
or, defend thofe rights for which we originally had entered in¬ 
to it. Jt would be an implied declaration of public imbtci* 
lity, while it would aihoimt t6 a declaration, that we muft 
receive peace from the Colonic?, not they from us. bup- 
pofing, for an inflant, that peace was offered, would not 
fuch a public adl of that Hgufe import, in fo many words, 
that it relinquifhed all hopes of fucCeeding by negociation, 
while it w'ould, to all intents and purpofes, leave the people 
cf America to aft upon the fame hoftile plan agamft us; 
and after we had declared them independent, leave thorn at 
full liberty to unite with our enemies and cfFeft our final de- 
ilfu^iion, 

^ Thefc were his reafons why he could not agree to the mo- 
tioft^'toade by the honourable gentleman ; for it clearly ap¬ 
peared te him, that- it would be a violation of the conffitu- 
lion, in the firft inffance, betaufe it would infringe upon the 
inherent rights of the Sovereign, and divefi: the Crown of 
theexercife of |beexecuiive power, atid at the fame time di- 
reftly defeat the only intention or objeft upon which theex¬ 
ercife of that prerogative fhoqld, if at all, be difpenfed with. 
That Parliament might, in certain cafes, interfere, he was 
ready to alloty* he meant, they might interfere under the 
fanftjon of the conftitutbn, when th6 truft delegated to the 
executive powe,r was 'either purpofely abufed, or negligently 
or ignorantly adminifl^ered, Inftancesof this kind had hap¬ 
pened in former times, and minifters, being refponflble for 
the difeharge of their refpeftive trufts, had been called to an 
^tount, and ceniurpd j but never while the rocafures were 
carrying on. They were entitled to advife their Sovereign 
to declare w^ar, to negoctate or make peace j and after their 
advice had been adopt^d^ Parliament was competent to in¬ 
quire in what manner they had condufted thcmfdves, whe¬ 
ther wifehr qr unlktlfullyj and to proceed to cenfute or in. 
lltft punilnment. 

The honourable gentlfman, along with the misfortimes. 
^uappointmentri difgracc8| hc wasplcafcd to impute to 

th« 
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the American war, had reprobated, iit the ifHi|||p|S^ 
ifs cruelty and injuftice, involving every perfon fuppoit- 
cd the nrtCitfuies of government in a general chairge of cri* 
minality. Fci his part, though he was not in ratliamenC 
when the mcaCurcs refpefting America were firft adopted, he 
was ready to declare, that he had all along approved of tbem, 
and fmcc he had the honour of a feat in that Houfe bad fup* 
ported them as hit as his poor abilities could reach. So fat 
from its being an unjuft or a cruel v/ar, whatever advetfe 
circumftances may have impeded its fuccefs, he folcmnly af* 
firmed, that he did not think it was polBble for the mind of 
man to frame a fyftem of condudl more confonant to juftice, 
and found policy. Wh'at could be more ftrong or relative 
.than the origin of the difputc on the part of Greato 3 ritain f 
A confiderable part of the empire, without any real provo¬ 
cation, fly in the face pf legal government. Not contented 
to reft there, they fly to arms, and perftft in a. feries 
of the moft flagrant a£lts'of rebellion; they tear with their 
hands the bond of conftitutiona! union, by declaring them- 
felves independent of the King and Parliament of Great- 
Britain; and Anally, to All the meafure of their ingratitude 
ond treafon, enter into alliiince with the moft dangerous and 
inveterate enemies of the ftate. 

So far, therefore, from calling the war on Ouf part, a 
wicked, an accurled, and diabolical war, originating in in* 
juftice, profecuted with rigour, and meditating the flavery 
of the vanquifhed, he was of opinion (if he might be per¬ 
mitted the expreffion) it was a holy war. The motives 
which gave it birth were generous and noble; it'being* in the 
Arft iiiifance, from an intuition to maintain the inalienable 
and indubitable rights of the fovefejgn power of the King, 
the Parliament, and the nation 5 the unity of the Britlfli em.* 
pire, and the dominion which was fieaefTary to be preferved 
over all the lefpeaive parts of which it was conftituted. Ja 
the farther progr^S of it, other obje^s arnfe,, among Which 
the fecurity and prote^irion of tboie who had been baniihcil, 
proferibed, or perfecuted, feu* theit loyalty innd 

fteady affe^ion to the parent ftate, was not the leaft; 

Ance France and Spain tdoh a part *h the ijuafrel, it cooti-^ 
nued to be a war, carried on. for the foie pitrpofe of national 
ptefervation, a^altift tiMf de^-laid Ichemea of onr atnbilkmi 
and inveterate enemies to eft^ our total (Werthrhw* 

He b^ged leave to make ^ sipOn the mi^ancho- 

ly pi%w dfawn by the, bgi^ouiiible ^ 

VK at 
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the prcfent of public afiAjrs i The honourable gentle¬ 
man had held Out our enemies on one hand, contra£led with 
our own Situation, in a manner fuffident to infpirc ideas of 
national defpondcncy. He would agree with the honourable 
gentleman, that our enemies were numerous and powerful ; 
and that the late advices from Lord Cornwailis were liOt per¬ 
haps fo favourable as might be expcdlcd ; but in this he faw 
nothing which ought to produce defpondency ; on the con¬ 
trary, the ipereafe of difficulties ought to create dilligcncc, 
and call forth exertion ; it fliould produce union. If our fi- 
tuation was alarming, it was far fr m being defperate* He 
' remembered when the Queen of Hungary, at the com- 
fnencement of the laft war but one, was ailailed by an hoft 
of enemies, compofed of two of the moft formidable powers 
on the continent of Europe (France and Pruffia) affifted by 
the bead of the Gicrmanic body, {Duke of Bavaria, then 
eiedeil Emperor) yet in the midft of het various niifcrics and 
difirefTes, and the dread of impending evil? of much greater 
magnitude, after fhe had been ft ripped of two thirds of. her 
dominions, and almoft every da)* brought her an account of 
fome frcfti difafter, fome battle Joft, or fortrefs taken, fhc 
never thought then of propofing terms of peace to her Cur- 
rounding and victorious fbes. On the contrary, ihe aCted 
with the utmoft fortitude of mind, with the moft unexampled 
tnagnantmicy} flte perfevered with a cgnftancy, equally the 
,cfte£t of the moft immoveable firtpnefs and the higheft political 
wifdom i and, by this truly judicious and magnanimous con- 
du<B, v&WOjj^ in the end, ail citjcunriftanccs confldered, an 
advantageous and Wnoiirahlc peace. 

Such being bii general fhntiments, he thought ithis indif> 
penflble duty to declare, that he meant to give his hearty ne¬ 
gative to the motion* . . ' 

Mr honourable Mr* Piratt, Jbo to Lord Camden, made his 

^ firf^parliamentary cllay in this place. He fpokc under evident 
cmmrrajfmcnt and diftidence, arifmg moft likely from the 
uncommon relpe£l that was paid to him, and from which be 
r was not able to relieve himfelf through his whole fpeech. 
He would hot ^aittempt, he faid, to add any thing by way ol 
argument, to what nad been fp aWy advanced by Mr. Fox. 
He had given',,lb.iidV an4 <:on4u^^^ .a weight to the queftion 
which he Blrbdgjit before the Houfc, that he declared he 
could .not fee how gehtlemen could reftft conviftron. There 
miaft beXomie lecret oaulcTor the apparent incredulity of the 
othe^ fide of idle Houfe ; pretendea reafons wore 

tttm infuiScient to ground or maintain them in the opinion 
. whicli 
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v.hilh they profon'td; for In'? own part, he mod licarlily 
coMcuri^’v.l With Ins hoiujurublc liicnci lu tltc motion, that 
I't liail tor iccommcndlng to'miniftm to rake esrry 

pudihie-liej) towards a rcconciluUon with Aincnea; it was 
the only thing that could lave tins country from rcui. He faid, 
il It ilu' ( ja/etu confiinK’d him in the opinion whiJi he had 
long tnttrtami'd, that the rcduflton of Amcnca was inijirac- 
tunl’lc The intelligence it contained was.mQll un! i\our- 
ablc, and vet, luch as it was, it was no doubt gaiUed a-, ulual 
by his Ma'icfly's Minillei’s. W hat then mull have iitcn the 
appenTantcol things if comnninisatcd in then original ftatc^ 

I We arc loiiy that tbs of Mr. Piatt’s voice pi evented 

us fiom hearing difl.in£tly his fpeteb, oi fiom giving it more 
at length.] 

Sir TUm/n Clui^es fald, he had all along been convinced of^>r?ifi.CZ»» 
the ]udiceoi the AnKrican war, and as lo-'ii as he came intoi“* 
ParliaiTnnt, at the coinnienecinent ot the prcicnt lilTion, voted 
foi the tarthcr pioleiutipn of it, and lor cvtrv inc'ilurc pto- 
j'o^ed for its effiflual fupport. Y».'r, however juft the claims 
of this countiy might appear to him to have been, he lup- 
poiieel thole mcafurcs uj'cn an itlcaJ^f their prafticabihu and 
cvcniuil fucceft. h was m vain, in Ins opinion, to eontchd 
upon the mere ground of jufticc, nnlcfs the elaims of tin pa- 
icnl ftatc could be cnlorCkd. 

Atlus cuiiancc into Pajliament, he voted with Mlniuens; 
bccaulc, fioin the information they gave that Houh*, he was 
induced to believe that Amcnca might be fccovcrcdj and 
once moK form a part of the Briufli empire. In this opinion 
however he no longer remameJ. He iavy th..t iVnecfs by 
aims was beyond onr reach. The whole tenor of the(u- 
yette, which had been fo ably commented upon b” the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who made the motion, pioveci u be yond 
tjucftion, and took away plinofl cntiiely every ap|u>tnt 
giound of controverfy. 'rhe jufticc of the war f tt ame an 
objedot VC 17 little confctiucncc, when it was with h.ld, and 
we were no lon^ei in a fituation to enforce it. 

It was faid, that it w'oold be dc^radih^ and unworthy « , 

great nation, fuch as this country was laid to be, teenier 
into a treaty wiih our rebel fubefts, or to acknowledge iheit 
independency, iio lopg us any rational hopes ofduCTcfs re- 
mamed, he moft heartily coincided in flie lame fentimem- ; 

• but.thofc hojies, even in the tni^ds oi the moft fangume, bt- 
ing at an end, he thought, for his part, lliat peace, upon 
almoft any terms was infinitely preferable to ,a war under 

fuel) 
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I; flic?! peculiar circumftaaces: he meant no other avowed or 

propoicti obja&» but the utter ruin of one or both parties, 
without the inoll: d-iftant profpBift of advantage in the event 
to either. Under ihefc ftrong perfuahons, without feeling 
tlte leaft alteration of the principles upon which he a6:cd at 
the conimenceracnt of the feffion, he muft confefs, that how¬ 
ever difagreeable and mortifying, a regard for the interefls 
of his country, and the duty which he owed to his coiiftitu- 
cats, obliged him, on motives of political necefiity and ex¬ 
pediency, to vote for the propolition moved by the honour¬ 
able gentleman. 

Mr. r. Mr.‘Zi after paying a compliment to the young 

T$wnfi>end,ssKmhcrSi fof uflufuai difpky of riling abilities that had 
been feen during the prefenr fellion, fuperior, 3 ic faid, to any 
thing he had experienced hnee he had been a member of Par¬ 
liament, profeffed his hig^ efteem and regard for the noble 
lord who was the writer of that Gazette, whidi formctl 
the ground of the prefetit motion.. He had been in long 
and early habits of friendlhip aud intimacy with the 
noble lord; an intimacy^ he believed, which had produced a 
reciprocal affection. N-ay, he was nearly allied to him in 
hlood; yet, with all tlie prcjmlices of pcrfonal regard, with 
a. full aan perfect oonfcioufli'iefs of the very brillraot and folid 
abilities of that gallant and Ikilful commander, he was per- 
fuaded, drat Lo^ Cornwallis ^uld not cfFeft the reduftion 
of America, l^ecaule Ijord CowAw^tllis could not effeif im- 
poffibilihics. His dirpatcb, in the plaineft and moft explicit 
terms, poitite4 outthofirimpoHibUities; ^ timid friends, inve¬ 
terate enemies;’^, «vithoutpfOvi£kms, cutoff from ail the re- 
fourcesfo indifp«mal!dyneceuaryforthe fupport of an army, m 
the heart of an hOllilcGOUittry: in Ihort, every feature of the 
campaign, and alcove all, wben* ift' was confidered, that even 
a fignal vii£k>ry prodiiced im o^er Cruits but abandoning the 
-very prefumca objcds.for whlSi he hod fought and conquer¬ 
ed,, prcfpnrcd Kf his mind ftich ati idctt-of knmcdiaie diftrels, 
and peytended fnch A tmit!/difaAers ah^ increafed 
difappointantiits, 4 . fqBy^'proved *0 him, that the fate of the 
Atneiican a|FW% d^ided; and, conlcquently, 

that Ainetica, Atfeydlaan the plan of icoercion, was irrecover¬ 
ably loft, if grants, which he hardly expe^^ed to 

heardcKied, iniare^onfible fituation, he 

i^elieved, wMd Aand ai^ contradid: it. The., 

only ^ftloa itoeniirt^ch Teiwaic^^ detemioed was, if 
AmenoA couM amise^fsot^^ oouidihe be txtAted with } 

U 
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If (he couW, tlae, motion of his honourable friend was apoa- 
rcniiy direfted to open the way to liich a treaty. His ho¬ 
nourable friend had taken very jadicious ground; his intend¬ 
ed pvopofirion, iUould the Houle go idio a coraraittce, was 
meant to l)e worded in ftfcli general terms, that though it 
wa« fpcclfic as to the objefl, the minifter’s hands were-rfot to 
l)C tied up, ns Jjad been fo firongly urged and argued h^y 
noble lord who fpokc fccond. The objeft was peace with 
America; the means were not pointed out, but the choice 
and incthoc! of obtaining it were left to the diicretion of his 
]\'la]e{ly*s Miniifers. 

I'lie noble lord [Wcflcote] had likcwife contended, that 
the motion propofed to be made in the committee, would 
be an itivafion of tlvc*. prerogative of the Crown, and a viola¬ 
tion of the conftitution. 'Vhis was flrong language indeed ! 
Was fuch an interference unprecedented r or if fandlioned by 
precedent, was it ever condemned as illegal or unconftitu- 
tional ? He w'as perfuaded, that there vi'ere many inftances 
on the Records, of Parliament having interpofed upon extra- 
oidlnary and prefling occafiions; and if ever a needRty of 
the kind cxiftec), furely the inftant he was Ipcaking, loutlly 
pioclalmed its exiflence. Miniflers had originally led of 
deceived the nation into the war; they induced Parliament 
to piofecute it for upwards of feven years, at an enormous 
ex pence and wafle of blood and public treafure. Tliry fllill 
continue to buoy up ParUament with falfe exjje^ations of 
fuccefs; and yet, alter having failed in every one of their 
promifes; after having, year after year, nay,’W^eck after 
week, promirt’d, and falfiflcd thofe promifes, the noble lord 
complains of the impropriety of no loiter trtifting fuch men, 
or permitting them to purfue ideal and impradicablc fehemes 
of cenqueft; but to endeavour to make peace in preference 
to the continuing a war which ccafes even to hold out any 
objeft which can create the moft viflonary expectation. 

He laid he was not prqpared to enter into a minute detail 
of the flrft caufes of the difputc with our American rubje£ts. 
The jufticc or injuilice of the American war had furnilhed 
matter of innumerable debates in that Houfe. Men, and 
fome of the very fivft charafters in the kingdom, held differ¬ 
ent'opinions, ft would be an idle inquiry^ at this time of 
day, to enter into difculBon; from which he wa's perfuaded 
fo little l>encfit could be derived, which too would b^ fo 
fir from bringing hoipe convi^ion to either fide of the Houfe, 
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that it would only revive perfonal animofity, and fliarpen 
contention. 

It w;is with pleafure, therefore, that he obfcrvtd at once 
how Jodlcioufly and canditliy bis honourable friend, who 
made the motion, had precluded a poffibility of difcullin^ a 
inatrev, which, unlefs as a mere point of fpcculation, had fo 
little immediate connexion with the bxifinefs now before the 
Houfe. If he conceived the tendency of ids honourable 
friend\s motion, it was this; it we arc nor. able to fubdiie, 
or bring America to rcafonablc terms of accommodation 
I’y. the intervention of arms, fknll we try another njean-i ? 
fhall w’C have reconrfe to ne&otiation r Here the Amc- 
rican war was confidered merely as a meafuve of expe¬ 
diency, not of right or juftice. If the right was with us, 
and we were not able to obtain it, it jvas in fa£t no light; 
the ground of juflice was of courfe very projKiIy excluded by 
the manner the morion was framed, and Ib.ir had been juftly 
conceived by the honourable Baronet who fpoke laft. His 
conduct, as he had explained himfclf, was perfe£lly and 
Hriftly r'econcileable; fo long as any profpc^l of fuccef's re¬ 
mained, he was for profccirting the war; when it ceafed, he 
was for propofing, or agreeing to terms, to which he would 
have by no n»eans confented, if he could have in any other 
manner obtained the full extent of what he deemed the right¬ 
ful claim of Jiis country. 

As to the ground of his motion, his honourable friend had 
condufVed himfclf with c<jual judgment and'paiiiamcntaiy 
fkill. To flicw that the refolution he intended to propofe in 
the committee was w'cll founded, he adviuecc!, from an au¬ 
thority not to be queftioned, the l.ondon Ciaycittf, that all 
expeflations of conquering America were finally and com¬ 
pletely terminated. 

Though he meant when he rofe, to avoid entering into any 
difcLiflion relative to the juftice of the American war, ibiiie- 
thlng had fallen from the noble lord which made it ncceflary 
to depart from his firft: intention. The noble lord had called 
it an holy war. He did not prefurac the noble lord foreiaw 
the exaft fimilitude which tliis favourite war bore to other 
holy wars ; the Crufadcs, which had attraflcd the attention 
of Europe in the days of ignorance and fu'perftitlon. Like 
the holy wars carried on in Paleflinc, it was conceived in in- 
juflice, profecuted with,,cruelty, whetted by falfe /cal, and 
had ruined and depopulated the country which had engaged 
jn it. It was the efFcft of bigotry and fupcrftition : it was 
defigned to aggrandife and enrich a few at the cxpence of 
“ tlioufands. 
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ihbufancls. Like the holy wars it draim.-d the country of 
beil blood and of its chief ictburccs. Like tlie hf>}v wars 
it cxliibiit-d an iicrcl of fools and madmen, led on rtj ruin and 
death, for the purpoie of promoting the bloody purcot'es ot 
a ft t of kuavc'. ami would-he tyrant!?. .Like the nolv wai"-', 
under the maik of j>ru!iH)ting the gicatuci's nt n bayi;- per- 
foii, it coiK’ca!'.d rh'- vvoifl, the moU rcvetigciul and dial.o- 
iicul purpoli *i of I'jIoolI, ilaugiitcr, and iJoldle an>.l p.ivalc 
rpt-rediion, Lu.e the holy wars it raifed knaves into etut.c- 
quenr!., tvlio tve:;, tlje only gainers by it; and that b> the 
Ipoik id an cippri lied and impoverilhed people, wh.de ii«e 
L'reLit and rooil were iai niieed to their accnrlctl a:ni itn'i^ ;* K» 
tn;!t the ric.neh (dilt'rvatiun was fully vcriiicd :n in- 

fl.,nt.v-,; hi i^ui,,r fait w.,urn lc<t bhzv.'s^ et vrrtt /;! 

Me tinn called upon the; lloufe to know how ioitp ,thcy 
vvoiii'd, •.>r could lidimit t(7 tie, tlr. blood of thkii Kl.Tlions 
tpdr, and tkcir uiouiv expended to no pnrpoie ' the no'dc 
lord, le: laid, might put on ihc crols, and appern at the 
head of ids mavl cruhuierk; but he hopid ii*e hli'ide would 
< ome to its kri'es, and all colour for fatihcr dtluiioii luing 
wiped awav, that they would adopt thofe im aldiC'-, tiom nie— 
tivts of licceiurv, \vhleh they liad idthcrio i;.fuleil to hlUn to 
Vpf,n j-rincipUs ur piflKc or ibund policy. 

Sii 'iLY.ril fa.d that it might be deemed a ])rcutmp-.cir. ;-V- 

Tion in h.iit) to oMrude bis ojsinions or Ictuimcnts tin the 
lloufe, but he was encouraged by the example of a noble 
loirl, who ipoke. hitily, arul who alluded to the lofs of a ilear 
relation of Im, ilain in battle, lie laid, that he too, as well 
as the m.tble lord, had lofl a fon iu this unfortunate war; Ite 


had iliil three, loin in the King’s fcrvice ; and tie wllbed to 
know if any more ot his blood was to be fpllt in a v\ai, wliieh 
jituft i nd in our ndn if juirfucd any longer } norliing but a 
truce cf.'u’ul lave us; the iu)blc lord might btiiicvc him, for 
he .had already told him feme truths, which he did not be- 
lieve at lirft. befsdes, our blood and treafure was th.rown 
away ; for notwithitaiuling the fums voted by Prirllamcnt, 
the (ubjeff rc.dly had not proreiifion ; and he tvas fure that 
the comity of Norfolk, which he had the honour to repre- 
lent, was io dcfenccids, that one hundred men landing in ic 
might do incredible inilchicf. 

Mr. jR/^by opened his fpcech with feveral handfome com- Mr. 
pliments to tlic lionouvalile gentleman who made the motion. 
The honourable gentleman had reprefented himlclf as a per- 
l!pi> of infignilicance, as pofleffing n(f property, as having no 

VoL. lii, y y y uakc 
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ilake in the coontry. No man, in his opinion, poflfeifed a 
more valuable or important ftake in this country than tho 
honourable gentleman. His talents, his lituation, and his 
profpcils, combined, veiled in him a more large aind ample 
pofleffion than the annual receipt of many thoufands ; when 
he therefore heard the honourable gentleman .alTutn* the lan¬ 
guage he had now ufed, he was free to fay, there was no 
man who heard him that felt as the honourable gentleman 
bimfeif feemed to feel. He was an honour to his country ; 
his country had a public intereft in him ; and though he had 
the mist'ortune to differ from the honourable gentleman in his 
political fentiments, there was no man who retained an higher 
opinion of his abilities, nor of his public integrity, than he 
did. 

After this exordium, he lincerely approved of the honou¬ 
rable gentleman’s candour, in ftaiing in his fpccch the pro- 
pofition he meant to make in the committee ; and foregoing 
his own particular opinions, by propoiing to move in thd 
committee, fhould the Houfc agree to go into one, for a 
peace with America, inftcad of declaring America indepen¬ 
dent. He wiflied not to be underffood as approving of either; 
but lince the honourable gentleman liad fuch a propwiition in 
contemplation, he thought him candid in avowing it, and 
j>crfc£lly right in not making any motion for declaring Ame¬ 
rica independent; for in fa£l America was at that inftant in¬ 
dependent, and ought to be confidered in that light, and no 
other, till the fortune of war fhould decide otherwife. So 
far, in his opinion, the honourable gentleman had afted fairly 
and confiftently. America was now at war with Great Bri¬ 
tain, and till the event of that war was determined, ilie 
flood precifely in refpeft to this country as the other bel- 
Jigerant powers, France, Spain, and Holland. 

The reafon why he could not agree with the motion made 
by the honourable ^nilcman, as leading to the prbpolition 
meant to be moved in the committee, was this; that it would 
defeat the oflenfiblc obje£ls for which It was obvioufly framed, 
and that on two accounts; firfl, it would pi-ove, that wc 
looked upon ourfelves as no longer in a condition to profe- 
cute the war with any hopes of iuccefs; fecondly, it would 
prevent roinillcrs from availing themfcivcs of any favourable 
or fortunate event which mi^it happen in the mean rime. 
He muft confefa, that his expedations were not very fan- 
gnine; the late circumftance whlcb had fallen out, proved 
latisfa£lorily to his mind, that the power of that country w%s 
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in a great meafure againil us, and of courfc that fuccefs, to 
any iblid extent or advantage, began every day to appear 
more and more doubtful. ,, 

For his part, no man more difliked the farther continu¬ 
ance of the American war than he did* He lamented it as 
a citizen; he difapproved of it as a fenator; and, in his 
official capacity, feveral matters came to his knowledge, 
which convinced him it was attended with an enormous and 
ruinous cxpence; but how’cvcr difagrccablc or clcftru^live it 
was, or might prove, he could not perceive how the prefent 
motion would tend to remove the evil. War, upon a gene¬ 
ral ground, was a national evil at all times, and in all poffi- 
able lituations. The American war he acknowledged was 
peculiarly fo, on a great many accounts of an obvious nature, 
and the numerous and powerful enemies which had combined 
againft us rendered the prefent war extremely alarming. 
Yet it was ncceifary we fbould continue to defend ourfelves, 
and protcil our dominions. Notwithftanding all thofe me¬ 
lancholy circumflances, he feared it was not a proper or pru¬ 
dent time to make a public declaration that we wifiicd for 
peace. If fuch a declaration promifed to procure peace, he 
would cheerfully give it his fupport; but, in his opinion it 
would produce a contrary cftViSl; and fo far from accelerat¬ 
ing the ilfue of the war, would evidently tend to lengthen it, 
and would infpire the Americans with ten-fold vigour; and 
to talk of making a feparate peace with America, was a mere 
farce; for whenever peace was made, he meant when we 
jlhould fue for it, the terms would be propofed, if not di£lated 
by France, not by America. They were leagued in intereft, 
and united in arms; and when peace fhould be made, not 
only the particular claims of America, but the different views 
and intcrefts of the other belligerant powers, would be pro¬ 
moted or referved. 

He next fpoke of the juftice of the war. He faid, he had 
fupported it throughout, and never gave a fingle vote, which, 
were he in a iimular fituation, he would not repeat. He ne¬ 
ver conceived a doubt upon the right of this country over her 
Colonies, nor was he lets perfuaded at the time of our ability^ 
to enforce it. Yet, unhappily, he was miflaken in the event, 
though he had every realbn to believe, that the power was 
with us as well as the right, but from a variety of crofs and 
, unforefeen accidents, which might or might not have been 
poffible to prevent, he feared the opportunity was loft. 

Y y y * The 
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^ The honourable gentleman, who made the motion, and a 
ri^hihonouriiblegentlananwhofpokclately, [Mr.T.lownf- 
hcnd j had invc‘ip;hcd, in terms of I'cveriiy, againft the ambore 
and promoters of the American war. I'hey were deferibed 
as wicked, cruel, biood-thirfty, Thefc were •ftron*^ 

epithets, ai'd, if well founded, \yould equally apply to in«-U 
ot all political do/criptions, as will to particular fits of men 
as to paitiis; to thofc that were out as well as lliolc that 
wci'c ill. In line, it it was a wicked war, conceived in folly, 
)>u>(ccutcd with rancour, and dirciled wiilt tyranny and op- 
prelhon, the accufation would extend inucli farther than tlioie 
gemieinen tvould wiih : it wouUi reach their friends equally 
witli their opponents. When the ftainp aa was palled, there 
was not a lingle dillcnier, nor of courlc a divifion. In the 
II- \ 5;;r when that aft was repcale<!, under the adminiflra- 

the declaratory law was palled, 
uhkh aiierted the rights and power of this country over her 
C <.;■ idei in the moft toll and ample manner. In the rnunc 
of I'.ic- debates on that fubjeft, a very high and refpeftable 
rharaftcr, then in that Houle, and who it was the cufloin 
wiili tljo'e who oppofed the preknt adminiftration to beftow 
tlic warmell culogiums upon, he meant Mr. Pitt, in dc- 
h'vil.ing the relation fubfifling between both countries, divw 
the line betwt\.ii internal and external taxation. He con- 
tendctl, that wc had no right to tax the Colonics for tltc 
purpofe of railing a revenue within them ; but was fo clcai 
and explicit on the rfglit of laying external taxes, cufloms, 
or port duties upon their commerce, tlnu he faid, an hob¬ 
nail ought not to be permitted to tic manufaftured in the 
Bntifh Colonies without the confen; or fanftion of a Britifti 
rarliamcnt. 

In^a full avowal of thole fentiments, when he came into 
an adminiftration fuppofed to have been formed under his 
aurpiees the very next year, duties were laid on the import 
info the Colonies of certain commodities therein cuumerated. 
When the fame great man retired from public butinef's, and 
the King’'® government was,under the direftion of the Duke 
of Grafton, upon a reliftcnce having been made lo the rol- 
Ic'ftlon of thofe duties, in the year 1769, two regiments of 
infantry were lent to Bofton, in order to compel a punftual 
obedience to the lapr paffed- by the Brilifb legillature. At 
the two latter periods, a noble law lord, high in reputation,, 
and who had lincc oppolcd mealures of a ftmilar nature [Lord 
Camden], prefided oa the W'oolfack, had a feat in his Majcil y'» 

coun- 
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councils, ?ind in the double capacity of lavi7er and ftatef- 
rnan, in tl'.e Cabinet and Parliament, lupported, or at Icafl, 
by his condufl, countenanced thole meafurcs, which he had 
heard that night furnifh matter-of fuel? pointed ccnlure and 
leveie aniiiradvcifion. He fhould not proceed faitber in de¬ 
tail, but juft obferve, that when coercive mey' ires were firft 
adopted, he meant the bringing in and palling the Bofton 
port bill, from vchichlaw the prelent war dirciftly origiortud, 
the verv gentlemen, who were now moft violent in their dif- 
anprobation, remained filcnt and ina£live. There was not 
a divliion, not a fto'ile debate on the fubjefV. The hill, it* 
it did not pals unaniinoufly, certainly met with no oppoft- 
tion. So that if the Amcritan vvur was wicked and impolitic, 
it received the ianftion of every man, whom gentlemen on 
every fide of the Houfe deemed to be able, honeft, and rc- 
ipcftable. It received the approbation of fome gentlemen in 
that Houfe, who w'ere now the moft violent, loud, and fe- 
vere in condemning it. 

He then recurred to the grounds of objeftion he had ftated 
in the beginning of his fpeech, nantcly, the impoinbillty of 
diferiminating Amcnca from the reft of our public enemies, 
or drawing a line between her and France, Spain, or Hol¬ 
land, [lariieulnvly 1 ranee. He contended that thev were 
cmbaikcd upon the fame bottom, and muft rife or fall togc- 
tlicr. America was now a public and avowed cnemv to all 
intents and purpofes. There was no polFibiliTy of qualifying 
or feparating their claims or intcrefts from thofc wnli whom 
ihc was cornbined. So far from it, that he much doubted 
whether if even inclined to come to terms of accommodation, 
lltc had it in her power ; another party was concerned, 
France had mingled in the quarrel, and It refted as much on 
her as on us, whether American Ibould be independent ? 
Rhode-llland and its dependencies were already In the a^lual 
and pofitive poffeflion of France. She had fortified it in the 
ftrongeft manner, and by the account which appeared in the 
news-papers, and which bore every appearance of truth, the 
cannon, {lores, See, captured with the 64 gun ihip which 
carried them, were defigned to ftrengthen the fortifications 
and other defences already conftru£fcU, or to be conftruifted 
in that province. 

Upon the whole, if the meafurc of fubduing America was 
picked or impolic, the wickednefsor impolicy could not be 
fairly or juftly attributed to any one party, deferrption, or 
fet of men in or out of oihee. The ableft men in the coun* 
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try, ’of the fi.rft rank, fortune, abilities, and charac¬ 
ter, had afliftcd in it, and whatever the final event of it might 
prove, whether fortunate or unfortunate, it never could be 
■dcemcti, at leaft duViiig the prefent generaotin, a wicked, 
.oppreflive, and diabolical war, ^ 

Lord Cav^mil/h fa Id h.e did not mean to rife, but fome- 
thing which had fallen from the right honourable gentleman 
who fpoke laft, made it neceflary, left the Houfc might go 
away under any perfuafion that the right honourable gentle¬ 
man's argument was founded on fa£ls, corrcffly ftated, cither 
in the general or particular. So far as the general argument 
was intended to be puflied, he thought it totally inapplicable 
ajjd ill-founded ; for he ftiould ever think there was a very 
material difference between ftating and declaring a right pre- 
lumed to be vcftecl in Parliament, as the fovereign or fu- 
prcrac power, and employing mcafures of force and coercion 
jn maintenance of that right. Befidcs, it was not fair to con¬ 
clude that the declaratory law, which afferted a general un¬ 
defined right, namely, “ to bind the Colonics m all cafes 
whatfoever,” pointed to the aflerlion of a particular mode of 
cxerclfing it, namely, a right to tax, which claim had been 
renounced in the very fame feffion by a repeal of the ftamp- 
aif. 

As to the Louduff of minifters in the fucceeding admini- 
ftration alluded to by the honourable gentleman, it could not 
he fuppofed that either he or thofe who thought or a^led with 
him were in any wife refponfiblc for their conduff, not hav¬ 
ing been either direfily or indireflly privy to or acquainted 
with their motives. The right honourable gentleman fpoke 
particularly to a tranfa&ion of a later date ^ the Bofton port 
bill and the other meafurcs which were corinefted with it. 
He prefumed it was irregular and unparliamentary to take 
notice of wh»t paiJed upon lormer occafions in that Houfe, 
and ftill more lb when the reference was made to a remote or 
diftant period; but as it bad been permitted, he looked upon 
himfelf at liberty to explain his own particular condud, and 
the motives on which he afted. 

The honourable gentleman fakl, there was no oppolitioa 
made to the Rofton Port Bill in that Houfe. He was per- 
fuaded the honourable gentleman muft have forgot, becaufe 
he did not think him capable of wilfullv mifreprefenting, or 
dclignedly miileadiog that Houfe. The fa^, he believe^, 
was direftly the contrary ; for, if he remembered right, there- 
was a very ftrongoppohtion made to the mealure. But be that 
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as it mi^t, he well rcct>lle^?lt{J hhl ©wtt conidifl^ on the oc«» 
cafion. He protcl!ed ftrongly, and dire£tly againft the mea- 
fare; and, as well as his memory, at To remote a period 
from the time conld ferve him, he remembered his words 
were—“ In God*s nairjc, if the people pf America are not 
dirpofed to continue under the Britilh government, do not 
attempt to coerce them, or compel obedience by force of 
arms." Thcfe were his fentiments, and they were founded 
on this maxim, which, ever finqe he had turned his attention 
at all to political fuhjcfts, iiad been invariably hxetl; that 
all government being founded in choice, arlling from popular 
approbation and public opinion, he thought that either this 
country ftiould have conformed to the wifhes and defires of 
the people of America ; or if the bonds of union, by which 
the Colonics were willing to bind themfelves, vi'ere fuch as 
the mother country could not approve, or appeared to lie in¬ 
compatible with their reciprocal interefts, in that cafe Great 
Britain ihoiitd forego her claims; no matter w'hether real or 
ideal, and leave the Colonies at liberty, cither to eftablilh 
fome form of government, or when experience might effect 
a change in their Icntimcnts, leave an opening for them to 
return to their former condition and ancient connexion. 

It was very ncccfTary to enter into further explanation. He 
hoped he had fo far explained his conduft, and the conduct 
and moiives nf thofe with whom he had the honour to coin¬ 
cide and a«3:, as to folly fatisfy the Houfe, that he and his 
friends were utterly averfc to rifque the calamities of a civil 
war in the maintenance of mere fpeculative opinions; indeed, 
they had given the moft convincing proofs of it, by promo¬ 
ting the repeal of the Stamp Adi; and that when coercive 
raeafurcs were ftrongly objeAcd to them on the ground that 
government ought to arife from choice, not compulfion, l-te- 
caufe dominion was not worth the preferving on fuch term’?. 
He fatd, the honourable gentleman who had made the mo¬ 
tion had fupported it fo ably, and urged fuch a variety of 
ftrong reafons in its fupport, that he did not think it at all 
ncceflary to add a fyllable on the fubje£f. He difapproved of 
the American war in the commencement And in all its flagcs. 
Now, however, all argument was at an end. America was 
loft; and what in the out-fet might be confidered by foine 
gentlemen as a matter of right, had now aftumed another 
form, and was iadifpatably no more than a queftion of cxi 
pcdiency. 


Lord 
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.ifi* Cinrge , Lard <?oorjf# jSeri?rflaWfppfcc®cxt, and entered fully into the 

^trtuint. queftion. His Lordfhip began with profefHng, that though 
he rofe to oppoic going into the cpnniiittce, he did fo only 
from a firm conviction that the honourable gentleman’s pre- 
pofition could not promote the efiablifiiimcnc of peace with 
America; for, was there the moft diilant probability of ef¬ 
fecting tiiat inoft clefirable end, by acceding to the or lent, 
inftcad of giving it his negative, he IhouUI feel it iiis inde¬ 
pendent duty, and a high honour to lecond it; bur if, on 
the contrary, be believed, as he confidently did, that to form 
a committee on the American ‘war, and pafs therein, that 
I'clblution the houourablc gentlemen intended to move, would 
fet peace fiiU farther at a diilatice, and elTord at the lame 
time, a triumph to our enemis.., it was his duty llrcnuoully 
to ojipofo the motion. No grnilcinan W'as more inclined to 
peace with Amenta than he vvac,; no man would go greater 
lengths to obtain it; and no gentleman who heard Inm, more 
fincerely lamented the innumerable calamities and intonve 
uicncics that refuUed from it. Had the only iiicafn.j now 
offered to the conlidcration of the Houfe been ihai of foim- 
ing a coinnilttce to delib,crate oa mcan.s of udloring poac<’, 
he might perhaps hare been at a loi's whctlicr to refill the 
propofition, or concur in it; but the honourable gentleman, 
with a degree of opeunefs and candour, which always marked 
his parliamentary condud, had fully anticipated the liufmcls 
t)f the commiucf, hy avowing, that no better means would 
be pro|)Oi’cd therein, for effeCl'ing the lalutary end in view', 
than that of direCling his Majefiy’s ininifters to make peace 
with America, Here then he could not hefitatc to fay, that 
no good confcqucnce whatever could refult from the com¬ 
mittee, for it was only to compel minifters, where rompul- 
fion was not neceffary, to make them do what they ardently 
longed for the ability of doing ; he had repeatedly declared 
on former occafions, and he would do fo again on this, that 
no perfoii exiting would be more happy at the ren.(H:Uion of 
peace with America than himfelf; he ftiould pron‘niixe 
the happieff hour of his life wherein he faw an opportunity 
to conclude the war on fafe, advantageous, and honourable 
terms to Great Britain. Tbcfc were his fcntiimnis, tliefc 
wCie the fentiments of his Majeffy’s minifters in general; and 
could they polfibly wifti otherwife ? Did they wantonly pro- 
tra£l the war, or let flip any occafion of making peace on 
condititms wliich the legillature would approve, he fcrupled 
not to fay their condu£l*‘ought to undergo a parlfamcntai;y 
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■fcfutiny, and punifhraent ought to follow the conviction of a 
crime j'o ]>crn'icious to their country. This was the public 
lecurity, and a verry fu/ricient one for.tjje vigilance of minl- 
ilers, in embracing the firft favourable occalion of reftoring 
peace with our Colonics, that they would be amenable for. 
their conduft to Parliament; but to pafs any relolution^ 
cotnpclbng tlicm to make peace, without turnifhingiho means 
of doing tb, would be as dangerous as inutile, and fuperflu- 
cvu!>; lur it would be declaring at once the dejefUon of this 
country, and proclaiming to our enemies, that we had re- 
Poicd a peace on any teitns they thought proper to preferibe. 
What might Frahee then fay to America ! knowing, along 
With the rclblution of that Fioufe, the debate which preceded 
it; knowing that the iinprafficabiiity of luccefs had been 
afligncd as the rcafon of laying lb unprecedented an injun£kioii 
on miniflcrs. This would aliuredly be her language, “ You 
fee the de)c£l:ion and dcfpondency of Great-Britain j fhe is 
diipiritcd; fhe can no longer continue the w^'ar, but inuft 
have peace on any terms ; hold out then but one year longer, 
and we ftiall be'able to exaft whatever conditions we pleafe ; 
you will then no longer have any thing to apprehend from 
this power ; will be under no necelHty of forming political or 
commercial leagues with her, and 1 will itlftitute a perpetual 
alliance with you on fuch favourable terms, as will infallil>ly 
make you an opulent, fplendid, and powerful nation. Thus 
that llrange rcihidion on the executive power, propofed by 
the honourable gentleman, would, inftead of accelerating 
the period of the war, only tend to retard it, by giving ffdfb. 
courage to the confederate powers, and new rnotives for be¬ 
ing refraftory, degrading, at the fame time the national 
charaflerbf this country, Which ufed to fiourifh under diffi¬ 
culties, and furmount by refifting them, inftead of making 
puerile confeffions of her defpondcncy and weaknefs. But 
for that intimation of his plan, which the honourable gen-*, 
tleman had very properly given, he fiiould have been inclined 
to expeft fame p>opofitions in the committee very difterent 
from that in cjucftion; for as the Houfc ha«l determined re¬ 
cently, that no new powers w^erc necelTary to be vefted'in 
the Crown for the purpofc of reftoring peace,, and as thetc 
could be no doubt of the dilpofition, in tninifters to effeft it if 
poffible; nothing more could cobfiftently be done but the 
fettling upon thofe conditions on %hith they were to treat* 
He ftiould, have expefted, therefore, that the independency of 
America wpuld have been propofed as a ground of paciftcar 
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tis,, erpQcidUy as the honouiable gentleman had himfelf de¬ 
clared, that this was the cquiuble and ncceflary preliminaiy. 
Had the honourable gentleman a£liially moved fuch a relo- 
lulioii as this, iL would perhaps have been the beft way of 
, taking the fenfc of the lloufc on the diiHcultits which p»c- 
vented the conclufion of a peace; for to admit the Anicncan 
claim of independence was the only means of opening a ne¬ 
gotiation at prefent^ confequently of enabling minUters to 
obey the injunction propofed to be laid upon them. Evciy 
thing/liorl oi this had already been conceded on the one fide, 
and icjeifted on the other, for by the conciliatory bills cvciy 
idea of taxation, that oiiginal ground of difduflton, had been 
renounced; confequently it was vain to expeCl any vote cl 
that Houfc could induce America to tieat, except we w^ere 
prepared finally and folemnly to rclinquifh our right of lb\ f - 
reignty. Was Parliament then ripe to fay, that thole Co’o- 
nics, once the moft valuable appendage of our empire fliould 
be for ever diflevercd from the parent flatc ? If they could 
fubmit to fuch abaferaent, he would not! He had protcfi<d 
moft Iblcmnly before, and would now upcat his proteftalion, 
that neither in his capacity as nmember of the legiilatuic, 
nor as a fervant of the Crown, would be ever declare Ame¬ 
rica independent of this country: never ftiould his vote con¬ 
cur with fo humiliating a declaration ! Never fliould his 
hand be inftiuniental in fuch a furrender of Biitifh honours 
and intcrefts. It was not to be argued, Why, fhe is vir¬ 
tually independent already, and you only recognifc the right 
without giving the poireffion for between the claim of vi¬ 
olence and that of law, there a lay broad diftin£l:ion, which 
fuch an a£l would take away; it was a material elTential dit- 
fercncc to Great Britain, whether her Colonics weic inde¬ 
pendent by their own ufurpation, or by the authority of Par¬ 
liament ; and whatever might be the evpnts of war, he ftiould 
hold it highly diftiooourablc to the legiftature of this country, 
ftiould tiiey puichafe peace by die renunciation ol iheii con- 
ftitittional rights. 

^ But when we talked of making America independent, it 
Was more perhaps chan our power could accompliftt. We 
might, indeed, rekafe heefrom the liond of her natural al¬ 
legiance, and bid her be her own p?otc£trefs: but would 
France guarantee the liberties of America? Would France 
allb give her independency*^ In allprobalfility, no! and ftie 
ivould only be ditievered from Great Britain, tliat ftie might 
be to a foreign yoke, A noble Lord (Lord J. Ca- 
. , . vendifti) 
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vciidilh) had faid, If oar Colonics 'arill npt rtceh^e oo'r fo- 
vcreigntf, let us bid them go and profperfor, added his 
Lordfhip, ** we Ihould only accept thj; allegiance of a willing 
people.^* Were the queftion to be agitated between two ftate* 
that never had been united in a common bond of allegiance, 
this fentiment of the noble Lord might be very jufl'; for ufi- 
qucftionably there it would not be juft to force a connefHon, 
except both panics were inclined to it; but fuch a mode of 
rcafoning between a parent ftatc and its rebellious Colonies 
feemeda little lingular, and was fuch as he could by no means 
fubferibe to, ‘U^iat! was the fupreme authority of a flatc 
to fay to its revolting members, bccaufe you are difaffe^ed, 
becaufe you choofe to infringe the law and the conftitution, 
be independent, I will govern you no longer b Such, a rule of 
policy inuft infallibly tend to aiimember and annihilate the 
largcft empire in the world. Yet hoW could we, even admit¬ 
ting the juftice 'of luch a principle, adopt the noble Lord’s 
phiafeology, faying ro America, ** Go, and profperHis 
Lordfhip faid, he had given ihslt advice fbmc years ago; per¬ 
haps if adopted then, che 'wbrds might have had fome fenfe, 
but now they wmnld^be totally abfmd ;• for 'to bid our Colo¬ 
nies Go, and ptW^er wodld be I'^lriiig their wretches! 
fituation; fince, by thC treaty with France,* they bf^came in¬ 
capable of protefling their ‘Own liberties from the ambition 
of their deceitful ally. We Uteuld therefore,* iii fuch a dif- 
miflion of their allegiance, oniy add ah' exteihve territory 
to the dominions of Franc;e 4 na <Spatn^ Which by wifey rc- 
folute, and profperous meafures^, We cObld recfaifti’ to tour- 
felves, and which wohld enable hs lO'wiidiiKand the united 
force of all Europe. \ ’ ‘1, ‘ 

His Lofdlhip how adve¥ted'h> Mri‘ Fdx*S ttri^ure# on the 
Gazette, and objeflcd to all the ilifefihees he had drawn re¬ 
lative to the difpdfitioh ^f thh- SoOTherh Colonies. Lord 
Cornwallis’s expedition had btlch' bbn^der 64 ‘a^ an improvi¬ 
dent one, and was fald to Have feec^tt' hndferiifkeh on the umB* 
reprefentatipns of government. But Whsit* grounds had the 
honourable gent^cmah,lb^fehmihgfucK 4 h!Opimon■^^ the 
General’s letters coniamcd hCflf tht'tBofl^ifUflt intimation of 
the kind, which, confidering heVl^e hht<ohiy Tike an able 
officer, but a man' of bufihef®;-'wcmld riOt ih mi probability 
have bceri omitted, had the ekpeSitldh beeh in fa&.reiadeTed 
*froitlefs by erroheous irtforhiatidli'fvoiw'ahy ^ 
ever. Of this htecOhld fofeihi0iy* aiTare Honfei 
there was error iff expeflh^ friers In .North 
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Carolina, the, deception had at Icaft been mintual between 
Lord Cornwallis and mlnifters, for that intelligent,and aftive 
General had .not failed to inform himfelf what the inclina¬ 
tions of the inhabitants were, and had repeatedly mentioned 
jn his letters, that a very large proportion of them were U^y- 
jlly difpofed : if minifters therefore believed our friends in 
that province to he numerous, the opinion was partly taken 
up Qn the General’s own information. That this idea a£lu- 
ally prevailed was certainly true, and that it was not errone¬ 
ous, might be cahly proved by the diii'atches in qucRion; 
for we found, that no fooncr had the Brltilh forces occupied 
the province than a confiderable body of loyalifts vole, and 
were on their march to, join theiii, when they were unfortu¬ 
nately intercepted by the rebels, and inhmnanlv murdered ! 
(Surely, after fuch an example, it was not furpnling that the 
reft of our friends Ihould be intimidated from riling till they 
were al->folutely certain of prpteftion ; was not to be 

inferred, that there were no more loyalifts;in the province, 
hecaufe no others had attempted to join Lord Cornwallis be¬ 
fore the battle of Guildford. Could gentlemen point out any 
inftance.in the hiftory of civil wais, wherein the fpiiil of 
loyalty was fp very warm as to break 01 k immediately after 
a icrnhle exampk like this, .wherein men overlooked every 
perfonal coniideration, and,,manlfcftal their attachment to a 
.public caufcy carclcCs of certain ruin to. thcmfelvc.s ? If they 
poujd, he w'Swid concur in any comparative ccnluve on the 
inbabit;ants of North Carolina, for not paying with their 
Jiyes' the price, of their alkgiar»ce. 

The honourable geptleiinart; bad alfo inferred, that this pro¬ 
vince was difaffe^ed, hecsnaib Lord Cornwallis found a difFw 
culty in fobfifting his army. If fuch an inference was fair, a 
linplar.onc might be drawn to prpvc them equally difaffeft- 
cd towards the C^ngrefs; for, when General Dc'Kaal, who 
unmediatcly prcct^ded Gates „in the command, occupied the 
fame province, he ,Wa 4 reduced to thegreateft ftraits for want 
of provj£ons, and was,obliged to inform theCongrefs by let¬ 
ter, that, unleif^ recaUed from thence, or fupplied 

with provifipns' ff(^ fome pthey quarter, the troops would 
be djifficulty had been experienced, in a 

greater or lets by, every army that had marched 

through North Caroling iince the .commencement of the 
war, and arpfe from natii^al caules; for the province was* 
peoplei},^'and .only cultivated .iiti detached dif7 
f iiifiU^r of .extreme diflkulry to 

‘ ‘ coUc^ 



DEBATES. 


54i 


co]Le£l togctlier regularly pi (jvifions enough for the fuhfift- 
Liice of a largo body of men, and the Americans thcrafclves 
always Jiad recom/'c to other provinces for victualing their 
armic-; t'lat of General Green in the prefent inftance, was 
?uhii(1.c\! from Virginia. 

riiufi ihc two chief grounds on which the honourable gen- 
tlema \ I uedioned ilic l.>yalty of this province vverefhewn 
to be b> aciouc; our diiadv'antage had arifen in one calc 
from n. ural causes, and in the other from rhe violent mea- 
lurcs ol the ersc-nv. This laft was a fupcrlority over us, 
which ns nv them, but U’ifiled them ever to retain: 

it ftrt' maiked tlic didin^ion between the different objeCts 

lor \\\ thic two oartics were contending, ours to reclaim 
revolt fub , and thciis to eftablifh the Ichcraes of am- 
bi'.ion i>o l uin of the oarent ftate, Thev aClcd conlif- 


nliich ns nv them, but wiflicd them ever to retain: 

it ftrt' maiked tlic didin^ion between the different objeCls 

lor \\\ thic two oartics were contending, ours to reclaim 
revolt fub , and thciis to eftablifh the Ichcraes of am- 
bi'.ion i>o l uin of the parent ftate. They a£lcd conlif- 
ntiy \vn then'cnup.', m viobitlng the rights of humanity 
and til law oi narions, in murdering their fellow I'ubjefts, 
bccau ihev diiTcitd from thcrafclves in opinion; but to rc- 
retalir would {-jc unworthy of the motive which led our 
armies into »i;c d never conk he enjoined by any mi- 
nillcr, aivi 1). iruflecl, if it were, no Britifh Cicncral would 
be found b.iic '“to execute the order. This pcrfccu- 

lion then wa-, an ml vantage, of which our enemies might al¬ 
ways, if they ploafed, avail themfelves ; but while it dif- 
graecd their >rm«, it alfo inliy evinced the vveaknefs of their 
caulc, and the diiaffcdTon of the people at large, to the ty- 
iannical , yoke of rt beUion; for no government would thus 
trample on humanity, if it were not abfolutcly neceffary to 
its prefervatinn ; if it was not requifite to fccurc by force and 
and terror that obcdienci? which would not be paid from 
choice. 


His Lordfliip, in farther proof’that Lord Cornwallis had 
grounds to cxpcfll loyalifts in Norfh Carolina, obferved, that 
this province, as well as its neighl^ouringone, had long b«ni 
backward to take any active part againft us. In the a£lion 
at Guildford there were only two battalions from both the 
Carolinas, and thefc wept off in the very beginning of the 
engagement, though only one man.of their body had been 
wounded ; but what wasrtill more remarkable, though Con- 
grefs had demanded of tbefe thro provinces a6oG .men from 
the one, and 2800 from the othei\ ns their quota of conti- 
\»ental troops/ not a-fingle man had been granted. 

■ The honourable gentleman had cndeavoqred to dtprcciatc 
|he victory of Lord Cornwallis, by it was followed by 
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all the confccjuences of a defeat; this was an extraordlnai'y 
j\3ppofitionj' and could hardly be fcriouily made if the ho¬ 
nourable gentlemao conlulcrcd one moment the grounds on 
which it was fupported , for the moft important good confe- 
quenccs clearly refulted from defeating the rebel army ; and 
as to the movement of our forces afterwards, it wras not as 
he averted, back again towards their former ftation, but 
acrofs the country towards the fca ; furely it was no lymp- 
tom of defeat, becaufe the general, unable to obtain fappUes 
in an exhaufted country, had rccOurfe to his own magazines. 
That the country being exhaufted was the true caufe of this 
impediment to Lord Cornwallis, and not as had been Hated, 
the difafeaion of the province. A material good confe- 
qucnce had refulted from the fecond defeat of General 
Green,' for it was by the neceflity of that General’s dividing 
his forces into foraging parties that Lord Rawdon gained a 
favourable opportunity of attacking him. 

He proceded to anfwer fome other arguments of Mr, 
Fox's, relative to the general conduft of the war, paiticu- 
JarJy the evacuation of Philadelphia, on which meafure that 
honourable gcjntlernen had been paiiicularly fevere. His 
Lordfliip begged him and the Houfe to recolledt, that the 
march from Philadelphia was immediately confequent upon 
the pi’omolgation of the treaty with France, and arofe in the 
juft apprehenfion of a French fleet being fent to block up the 
mouth of the Delaware, ft was obvious that fuch occurr 
rences as thefe mirft ncceflarily change the whole fyftem of 
the war, coofequently that the capture of the city in queftion, 
and its evacuation, might both be meafurcs of good policy. 

After tbefe ami a variety of other remarks in anfwer to Mr. 
Fox,hisLord{hip concluded by profeflingagainbiswiftifor the 
reftoration of peace. He (hqqld never ceafe, he faid, to lament 
the ntcefiity of protraSing a moft expenfrve and unfortunate 
war; but though a pacification Oft honourable terms was 
what he moft ardently defired, be would rather encounter 
the moft diftreffing difficulty than ever confent to renopnee 
the right of foveneignity over America by an of the 
Britifh Icgiflature; but as without fuch a coireceffion on 
our part, peace at ptefent could not be eftabliftied, he muft, op- 
pofe going if)t6 the committee fiar the purpofe of making a 
very impolitic and inefficacious vote. 

' Sir Savilc that the noble Lord had fait? 

metre in favour of the motion made by his honourable friend 
tbah be had> urged the touffc of &o debate. The noble 
o . . Lord 



A.J 7 «s. O E B A-T ? S. 

l»ord fuppofed that America might yet be recovered, but'hy 
omitting to ilate the grounds onwhich this opiliiofi was farmed, 
he gave a pretty convincing proof thathc believed America to 
be loft. He would not have fo/borne »o ftate them if he 
had hail any good reafons for,his fuppoUtion. The ordy 
hope that the noble Lord had ventured to hold out, a very 
poor one indeed, was, that this country bad many friends in 
the two Carolinas, notwiihftanding that they were afraid to 
come forward or to fhew themfelves, left they fhauid dw 
overpowered and mafl'acred by their inveterate enemies; 
which amounted precifuly to this, that our friends were nu« 
merous in thefe provinces, but our enemies were much more 
fo; or which was the fame thing, were more powerful, 
'I'his was in fadt to fay that wc had no ffiends; or that if 
W'c had any,, their friend&ip was tame and paifivc, and con- 
fcqucntly ufelefs. The chief of the noble Lord’s other ar¬ 
guments were cxadlly of tho fame fort. His Lordlhip tells 
you, fays Sir George, that the country is fo exhaufted, or 
the people fo unwilling to difpofe of their ^commodities, that 
no provifions are to be had; an acknowledgement of a mofl: 
melancholy and alarming natute; but the noble Lord con- 
foks himfeif and comforts this Houfe with obferving, that 
the Americans lelt the fame diftrefs when they defwmded for 
fupplies on the internal refources of the country. The noble 
Lord however, in his 7>cal for cftablifhing a favourite faift, 
has fuinifht'd an unaijfwerable argument againft what he fo 
ftrenuoufly laboured to prove ; for furoly, by faying that a 
want of provifions was common to both armies while adiing 
in the Carolinas, he deftroyed his former affeition, that the 
Britilh army was the moft favoured,' But the ppMe Lord 
had faid more, he had owned that while the Britifti army 
was ftarving in the midft of their friends, the rebel General 
Green was plentifully fupplied from Virginia and the neigh¬ 
bouring colonics. Thefe were the only reafons which the 
noble Lord thought fit to affign for his expedlations of future 
Aiccefs, that Lord Cornwallis and his army were, ftarving in 
the midft of their friends, and .Mr. Green well fupplied 
the midft of his; that his Lordfitip’s friends were afrakl to, 
declare themfelvcs, and that for the beft of all polfible rea¬ 
fons ; becaufe if they ihould attempt it, they were fom ei¬ 
ther to be captured or be maifacred in cold blood. 

The noble Lortl, and fevcral other gentlemen who fpoke 
fin the fame fide, had declared, tlift they wilhed for peace, 
:tnd lamented the. enormous ejcpence incurred in profe- 

cution 
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ctitioti and the continuance nf the war in very warm tcnns* 
Some of the gentlemen dcipaired of fuccefs; hut tliey all 
agreed in one point—Let tlio war continue,^it niuil l>e pro-, 
fccuted. The onlyinode, faid they, of procuring a fucecLful 
peace is the profecuting an unfuccelblul war. It was a ge¬ 
neral received opinion heretofore, lliaf a fuccersful war was 
the foicrunner of an honourable and advantageous peace, 
but now the proportion was revevfed In all its parts. 

It has been ackhowledged repeatedly in the eourlc of the 
debate, that vve can never fuccccd by the way of arms. Well 
then, fays the motion, let us fee what may be don*: by treaty. 
No, fay the very fame perfons, we will continue to try what 
wc know cannot fucceed, and ftrmly and peretnpioriiy vc]t:v;I 
what may poflibly fuccced. 

But the noble Lord fays, that pfTcrs have been tiled ; that 
proportions have been repeatedly made to no manner c t pur- 
pofe ; no doubt they have, and would fail again it of the 
fame nature ; but the noblo Lord has forgot the nirdl majc- 
rial part of all thefbuBnefs; his LovdfUip has forgot to add, 
that fo much was ofi'ered at each time as miniflcrs foixfaw 
would be refufed. While America irmained contented t(^ 
continue our fuiije£ls, no, faid minilkrs, you lliall nut be 
our fubjc^Is unlefs you confent to be taxed. Then < onics 
their petition of right; no, faid miniflcis, wc will ni't hear 
you; and toon, flep by ftep, till at length the Colenius de- 
*clarcd themfelvcs independent. Here he went into narrative, 
and endeavoured to fltew that no one concefiion was made 
but with a view to dividc-the people, and each effort having 
proved unfuccctsful, then the noble Lord who fjKd;e laft, 
returned tO his original ground of unconditional fubiiiiflion ; 
that is, the poWer veftca in his Majafly’s commilTioncrs of 
declaring fuch a colony,* town, diftrl£t, &c. to be at the 
King’s peace, when they fliall have laid down their arms 
and fubmitted to the will of the conqueror. 

He then fpoke to the pbint of expence, and the enormous 
fums annually espended to no manner of purpofe, or rather 
to the Woril of all purpofes, tliat of corrupting the repre- 
jfentatives of the people; raifing twenty millions annually, 
and diflributing a very, confiderable part of it among the 
members of thaTHdufe* While the noble Lord who Ipoke 
laft was employed in exhaufting or draining, out the bell 
blood in the nation, the Lord in the blue ribbon was 
ho Ids In'duftrious in draining the pockcts'of the people. 
This led him to fpeak of the late loan, which he branded 





with almoft every opprobrious epithet in the EngKfh Ian* 
guage ; it was, he faid, tt) the laft degree corjupt, venal, 
and diigraceful; it was robbing and plundering me nation, 
in order to bribe with the fpoil the niembers of that Hotpfe, 
to perfift in a confpiracy for the ruin and deftruftion of their 
jcountry. It was faying in plain terms, we know you dVf* 
approve of this accurfed, ruinous, and diabolical war; but 
it being nceeifary for the prefervacion of our power that the , ' 

war Ihould be coniinued, if you will therefore raife thir¬ 
teen millions on your conftituents, you fiiall have one of 
them yourfclves. He obferved,' that minillers had not only 
plundered the people, but their defenders and friends pub¬ 
licly fupported this right of plunder, and this diviiion of the 
fpoil ; for, in' the courfe' of ihc dcl>ate on the loan, he had 
been informed, for he went away early in the evening on 
account of fuJdcn indll'pofition, that an honourable member, 
in reply to fome obfervations made by his honourable friend ’ , 

who made the motion [Mr, Byng] maintained, that to be 
fure if there was any advantages to Iw derived from the loan, 
it was natural that the noble Lord in the blUc ribbon would 
give a prclercnce to his friends. His honourable friend pro¬ 
duced a lift of thofc who were refufed ; he procured the 
ollcnfihle lift of tliofe who were accepted of; and if he had 
I'uccteiled in his motion for producing the names of the weak 
ami tender nerved gentry, who were piovidcd for in the lift, 
though their names were not inferted in it, he made no 
doubt but that fuch a feene of iniijuity and public robbery 
would have been detcAed as never before dilgraced the an¬ 
nals of any nation. 

He rpoke to a great variety of other particulars, and con¬ 
cluded with lamenting, with his honourable friend who made 
tl'.e prefent motion, iat he did not expeft the kaft fuccefe 
rftoin his fpirited and honeft eadeavours. He was convinced, 
that fo long as it remained in the power of the miniftfcr, be- 
hdes his ftandlng refourccs^and means of corruption, fuch as 
places, penfions, contrails, 6 rc, to call in to his aid a noilHoii 
dlerling to be fhared among -his acconiplices, that we niulfc 
continue to be led bn in the high road* to inovitableddjrtk:- 
tion, wliile we had a man to ftght or a gujnea to fpend, 

Mr. Charles DunJas, 40 a ihort I^cch, fupported the HtO- Mr. (Uferla 
tion. He faid, the late accounts from Lord Cornwallis were ^ 

’ of a very melancholy and alarmfbg nature; that wltile they 
announced vrflorv, they were fraught with prcf«t difaefters, 
and promifed nothing but future defeat, undbf boui^pomt- 
cd out the immediate neceftity of defifting from the farther 
VoL. III. 4 A pTofccttttoa 
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profcrution of the AmtiuAn war; or if it v’cre pofTiUt, 
vpon the giou^id of the picfent niotiOM, oi ri> othti of i 
fimilar natUK» by thi, nn tiv of tfw/ry, to f n ka\oai to i T t 
an acrommodation upon tUu hafs ot moruil adviito'-t, it 
was now, Ik was ptrluulcd, too litt to boju, oi tvtii i link, 
of any other mode. Coeuionwa now tUail) bu ^ "o nn-, 
praftuabic, and peace, upon alinoft aro iluh , *nlbtcf>i>H' 
infimitiy piciciablc to a lUtnous ai d un u c l^lul 
fpoke to loiiit oihfci points, winch h ul bcin hit uiUd m tiic 
piuvious paitof the evening, and concluded Jdn lp((« ii evuh 
declaiing finccKly, that lu vyas toiall) tivcik lo tin liiilur 
pioktition of the Amciic m war. 

Mr^urnfr, fAr,'Tto ner L \t}y he htaid With peculiar pita it' lh no¬ 
ble inJ maniy Sentiments of his honoutablt coi‘ im , who 
fpokc loinc rime htne [Lord ]ohn Ciitpihli |. fu ” is 
hippy in icpreicnrinT the fame coiiflitm nts, (th mu. if 
'Yoib^ aid th ), in turn, ought tn be pioud of fich i i 
ptcicntjip e «s tli< i.uhlc Lord had pioitd haiin U in. r nigh*^, 
as wv U as in every other part of his public enndui'^. ITv. w > 
piefcnc the night the noble Loid in ih u'c ol 11 t'' tu Ihon 

Ins Lordthip had this night allud d to. He he n I iiu i l.i\, 
as if Ipeaking to the people of ^nltrlCa, “ It you . i iu>». 
contented to acknowki’gc ou government, and itmain uott- 
td with us, lu Chicks name go, and prolpci, and di vi't foni- 
otliei tonn of go.einincnf, Uttci luitcd to youi 'cnu uul 
dilpofition, and moic likely to lender you haj pv.” i le wa, 
Kt the fame time, and now, pi cede ly of the fame opni >n with 
h«s noble colleague, ile had learned, and had been t ught 
ftoiii his carhefl days, upon piinciplrs of found wliif dm, 
that all governmenl was founded in compaff, wli th rompid 
Was no longci binding than it was up-held by tnuruil con- 
ftnt, foimdcd in mutual appiobatton; when, tluiefoie, me 
noble Loid at the iiead of the Amciican dcpaitinenr, and the 
noble Loid in the blue ribbon, advileef and re 0'nni.,nt'r(i to 
that Houft meafures of foice, and the former ct tende i for 
unconditional fubmiflion, he hatl conftantlv fer bt tne 
againft it, and would thatinftant perfift in clointr fo, though 
the cVents of wgi had tuined out as favourable as they had 
hitherto piovcd difallrous and unfortunate. Ti'hc claims oi 
this country were founded in cruelty, tyranny, and injuAKe. 
providence had giacioufly controulcd, over-ruled, and finally 
defeated them; and alraoft uocry event which had taken pl?ce • 
in the courfc of this ill-fated wai, had been regulaily and 
progrcf^Vely prtaJifted by the Ijde of the Houle on winch ho 

A right 
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A right honourable gentleman who fpoke early. fMr. Rig'*, 
by] hail uiTerted, that every delcriprion of men in that Houfe 
had lupportcd the American war. It was falfe ; it might not 
be parliafmmtary language, but he would repeat, it W'as falfe; 
he for one, never had, and he could tfnfw'cr, if calleid upon 
by his conflituents, tnat he never would. He abominated tha 
war, and every meafure that led to ir, becaufo he looked 
tapon it to be a wicked war, and he knew many perfoms who 
unitc\l in opinion witli him on the fubjeft. The right ho¬ 
nourable g< nt!em?in faid likewifc, that there was no oppofi- 
tion made to tlie Dofton.Port Bill. In this the lionourablc 
gfiitleni.m was ecpially 'miftaken. He oppofed it. Several 
othet gentlemen oppofed it. It was more than once debated, 
and ir was not at fo very rernote a period but he could welt 
rcccllcfc the language; the mad and inllainmatory language 
employed to render the members of that Hoitfe as mad, as 
rcfcntful, and unfeeling as thofe W’ho made ufe of it. He 
remembered one gcnrleman, fince dcccafed [Mr. Van] in 
his /,eal, chofe and fought under the motto of Dclenda tji 
\ let Boflon be burnt, let it be razed to its lowcft 

s foundations. He reinemlieixd another learned gentleman 
■ [the Lord Advocate of Scotland] recommended ftarvation 
as il;c moil efficacious means of compelling America to fub- 
mit to unconditional fubmiiTson; and a third gentleman like- 
wife, he believed, then in the Houfe [Mr. Vyner] was fo 
. V rv fanguine, violent, and earneft in his wiflies to fubduc 
i tliolc proferibwd rebels, as to make a tender of fevcntcen ffiil- 
lings in the pound out of his landed property towards effed- 
^^ing at once fo wife and glorious an undertaking. 

ife next repeated the numerous provocations which had 
been given to tire Americans before they could he induced 
to take, up arms j the various ads of tyranny and cruelty 
which had been exercifed over them in the progrefs of the 
war; and the more numerous arts which had been reforted 
to by minifters, in order to lead the na^on into the war in 
the firtt inftance, and to keep them in it \yhcn tlicy had once 
cmliarked ; but in fpite of all the attempts which had been 
made to fcduce and3)ct,ray them at one lime, to bully and 
fubdue them 9t another, the people of America had nobly 
with-ftood them all; they deferved to be free, for they 
fought for the prefervation’of their liberty ; their enemies 
deferved to be defeated, and ruined too, for they had en¬ 
deavoured to opprefs and cnfl^c inen ’equally intitled to be 
free wlffi tliemfeivcs^ but who, on account of their inagna- 
■ ■ • 4^*' ■* Bimitj-, 
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ttifnify, tlicir patftotifra, and their invinciWe bravery and 
refolution, wcie iolmiicly, as men and ciiUcns, more de- 
fcrvmj of liberty. ^ 

Tn tiie whole progrefs of this wicked bufineft, he could 
r-.vly lay his hand on his heait, and aver, that be never gave 
d iOtc, direfily or indireftly, for even countenancing, much 
'■jpjxjrtirg tbc American war. If the farther }nofrca- 
tiurt of it iv.t> likely to promifc fuccofs, he would Hill remain 
equally averfe to it; but as no foch profpeft was, or could 
be held out, or even looked for, he had additional rcalons 
forgiving bis vote for the honourable genthnun’b motion. 
It would be a free and unconnected vote, for he was a total 
Granger to any connection but that which had the lolc*and 
cxcliifive benefit and profperity of his country for iiis final 
ObjeCV, and the prefervation of the conftitotion for its baits. 
The King, MiniiSters, nay the very Parliament itlelf, wcic 
conflituted for the benefit of the people over whom they wtre 
placed, not for the aggrandi/emcnt of thcii govcinois, 
^Vhen, tlicreforc, people talked of power, and of reflilance 
to it, fee. they mufl: mean light, loi there was no legal or 
conftitutional power which was not founded in right; nor 
arty right rvhich was not ultimately for the benefit ami ad¬ 
vantage ofthofe who by compaCt, or common confent, cie- 
ated that right in the perfons of iheir governors, as laiiCVi- 
6ned, explained^ or marked out by the cfllntial forms of the 
fonfiitution. < 

After being very^full upon this part of his fubjeCl, and 
having entered into the confideiation of fevcral niifccllaneous 
particulars of icfi» moment, he alluded to the enormity, Icau- 
dalous peculation, and wafte of mon''y, which had hapjicned 
by the management of the litft loan. He highly appiovcd 
of the language ii6*d by the honourable Baronet who fpokc 
lately, [Sir Georj^e Savilej and charged the noble Lord in 
the blue ribbon wuh.abufingthc tnift repofed in him by the 
conlHtution, his r<rv«reign, and the people, and diverting 
• the monies which had been voted for the public fcrvice, in 
bribing the repreientativcs to betray the interefts of the dear- 
^ efi; and moR important nature, which had been intruded to 

their otre and protection. 

iMi Sow. Lord Hawe called upon the noble Lord, the Secretary of 
'' State for the American department, to explain a paiticular 
expreffion made ufe of by him. He had, he fatd, taken a 
note of it while the noble Lord wa6 fpeakii^, ahd left it had 
not been corre^y tsdeen^ with hh LoxxMhip’s permiffion^ 

» . 3 he 








He would'tcad it. I he nobk Lord*s word** a&W otlder- 
iiood them, were, that there was no gora ground iSor 
charging adminiftration with having received bad informa¬ 
tion, and upon that information, having raiflcd Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, for fuppofing the King’s fervants had been mifled, 
or milinformed, lb had the noble Lord at the head of the 
North Carolina army; for Uie noble Lord had, as well in 
all his private as public difpatches, held out his moft favour¬ 
able expectations, and had reprefented the inhabitants of the 
CaroHnas as generally loyal, and extremely well difpofed to 
the royal caufe.” He thought it necelTary (to have this 
matter cleared up, bccaufc, though he had not the Icaft doubt . 
of the nobk Lord’s having the moft diftant-wifh to retraft , 
what he bad faid in fo full an alTembly, yet he thought upon 
a fubjeCt which he deemed of fo fingular importance, it would 
be every way more proper, that whatever was fdd, fliould 
be explained, and whatever was explained, fhould be per¬ 
fectly underftood in luc fenfc it was really and truly in¬ 
tended. 

He found himfelf perfonally interefted on the prefent oc- 
ralion. as well in a public as a private charaCfer. He ftood 
»ri a fituation which, he thought, made it necefTary for 
him to explain the ground and motives of his conduct while 
aCling in a public fituation; while a^ing in the double ca¬ 
pacity of a ntival ofheer and one of his Majefty’s cojnmif- 
lioncts lor reftoring peace to America, The matter of expla¬ 
nation he now called for, might apply to him on the general 
principle, though, perhaps? not effet^ him as an individual. 

It was true, the moment was hot yet arrived when it became 
in his opinion, neccllary to enter rnto particulars; but he 
forefaw, that probably a period vtould arrive-when it might 
be otherwilc.' He anxioully waited for that period; and, 
in the mean time, took this opportunity of endeavouring to ‘ 
draw forth from the npblc Lord at the head oi the American 


department fuch declarations of his fentiments as might be 
the rneans of preventing all fmurc mifunderftandings or ua- 
certainty, fhould it hcircafter become necelilry for him to 
explain or impart to that Houfc the motives of his conduJft 
while airing in the chara^er of one of his Majefty’s com- ’ 
ihilftoners. 


Lord G^'GermainVf in reply* wiflicd to be perfeftly under- Q. 
ftood by the noble Lord t what he laid was this, which 
•im anfwer to the honourable ^cotiaman who made the motion 
. Tclpcftkig thcpcefniacd bad uiformatioa which had been re¬ 
ceived ' 
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cclved.from hence, and the bad conrcquences vvhich j^rovcd 
tlie refultof that information: “ that if any imjiroper or 
miftaken information had been franimiued by the King’s 
fcrvaiit’s here, it could not have been the means of iniilead- 
ing Lord Cornwallis ; becaufe the noble Lord, whatever in¬ 
telligence he ml^hthave received from his Majefty’s f rvants, 
refpedting t!ie djfpolition of the inhabitants of the pi evinces 
within which he was rioftined to afl, had, in every chipatth 
or communication he had made to government, hch! cut the 
mofl fangninc expeftations, that the people of the two C/»ro- 
linas were warmly and firmly atuched to the King’s go¬ 
vernment.” 

He was led, he faid, to underftand the noble Lord in this 
way 5 that adminlflration were at Ic.ift as mucli indviccd to 
expetSf, that the inhabitants of North Carolina would have 
joined the King’s llandard, from the difpatches of [,ord 
Cornwallis, as from any information they had received at 
home. Moll certainly, as Lord Cornwallis wan on the fpot, 
as he mull be ]>refumed to have known the difpohtion and 
temper of the people in thofe provinces, the expc£tatlon of 
minifters was fortified and confirmed liy the tenor t»f his [.ord- 
fhip’s difpatches. In this fenfe he wiflied to be unJerftood ; 
for though his Lordlhip’s fentiments might not, nor were 
the original foundation of the expe£lations formed on this 
fide of the water, they moft certainly amounted to a full 
confirmation of what otherwife might have appeared doubt*- 
ful or problematical. 

Lord [Howe feemed perfectly contented with this cxplana* 

. tion, and fat down.] 

Ctn» Bur- General Burgnyne beard, he faid, with no fipall degree of 
lty»e, aftonilh'ment, the language held by the nolde Lord at the 
head of the American department; nor lliould he have rofe, 
but to animadvert upon feme aflertlons and arguments uicd 
by the noble Lord, which be knew himfelf were unfounded 
in faft, or fallacious in point of deduflion. That tins coun¬ 
try was decciv^ by minillers ftom the very outfet did not 
now call for proof; the matter was Ifcif-cvidcnt, from the 
Hate and progrefs, ,as well as origin of the war; it was pro¬ 
nounced in terms the moft inequivocal anfl dccifivc ; yet that 
mtnifters, at this ftage of this dlfaftrous bufiDcfs, Ihould 
have the confidence to perpetuate the fame plan of impofition 
and delufion, he confefted, created in his mind the moft per¬ 
fect aftonilhment. It waa^a queftion of fome doubt with* 
him, whether more to wonder at the hazardous confidence of 
' '* ihofc 
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thofe who contended that America was ftiU recoverable by 
force of arms, oral the blind credulity of the nation, who, 
after having for luch a ferics of years, been difappointed, 
could flill continue fo infatuated as even to liflen, much lefs 
rely upon ail’urartces, which could only originate in the ul-* 
timate extreme of knavery, or of the moft confummatc 
folly, 

Confidcring the capacity % afted in, and the coniiderable'- 
fliave he had in tlie profecution of the American war, it 
might be urged, with great feeming plaubbility, and urged 
homt upon him, that as a fenator and a profeffional man, he 
had approved of the juftice of the war, and undertaken, in 
part, the bringing this necefiTary contcflto an happy and fuc- 
ccl^f^l ili'ue. He had apparently done lb, he was ready to 
acknowledge ; but as no better opportunity might prefent it- 
felfin the’rourreof the ieffion, he craved the indulgence of 
the I loul'c, while lie endeavoured to explain his condiifl, as 
well rcipeCtlng the motives w'hich induced him to take the 
part he had done in tbai Houle, as the ideas wliich prevail-* 
cd in his mind, when called upon by his Majefty in his pro- 
ftflional capacity, as hearing the King’s military commiiiiun. 

Ho was ever ot opinion, that this country had no right to 
rai'c taxes ujxmi America, and if upon no other grounti but 
Tills, tluit it ii.id never railed taxes,.or attempted it. Cufttim 
was law in tins iidUnce ; it declared the conftitution, and 
the mode <jf rc'pihtion hitherto adopted by this country, 
and acquiefeed in by the colonies, conftituted a kind of ori¬ 
ginal comp.Vvf, wliich, lb Ion" as both countries continued 
united, was firmly binding upon them in bis opinion, or up¬ 
on neither. So far for the juftice of our claims, and the ex¬ 
pediency of enforcing them by laws and regulations, whether 
applied to internal or external taxation. 

Thcfc were the fentimcnts of a private individual, uncon- 
ncflcd with any party ; they might he well deemed the fpe- 
culativc opinions of a fpccolative man. ft was^yery unnecef- 
fary for him to follow the right honourable gentleman on the 
floor (Mr. Rigby) !n his hlftorical narrative of the different 
meafure'i purfued by different adminiflrations relpefting 
Ahicrica; or the particular or oftcnflblc parts fcvcral perfons 
of the fi^ rank, charafter and abilities, had taken in the 
trania£tions of thofe times; a ^^cribd arrived, however, when 

majority of that Hoiifcj with thawing’s fervants, and per¬ 
haps a majority of the nation, for the claims of this coun¬ 
try vvcrc deenied popular^ tliought it neccifary and expedient 

to 







to'pafs a law for enforcing a claiiii upon the diftin6^ionof ex¬ 
ternal taxes, or,port duties, oppofed to the faxes levied with¬ 
in the country. The attempt was made, and the contc- 
qucnces were recent in the mtads of ahnoft every gentleman 
who heard him. The colonies endeavoured to defeat tbofe 


rcgalationsminifters perfifted in trying to carry them into 
execution ; the final refult of all which was, that a moft vio¬ 
lent riot broke forth at Bofi:oci,'^nd afterwards in other of 
the colonits*, foon followed by other ciremnfiances, which 
dearly .denoxed a fpirit of fixed refiflancc, by force of arms, 
if necefiary to proceed to .extremities. 

It .was notfordhim, Handing as he did, to argue upon the 
mere point of expediency ; the nation in general feemed to 
lefent this infvilt, .as it indicated a {editions, if not a dctcr- 
mtined purpofc.to llrike at the dominion of this country, and 
thefupreme and controuling power of the Britifli Icgiilaturc. 

It was juil at this infiant he was Called upon, as a fenator 
in that flouH, to dedarse fits fentiroents, which, whatever 
they might l:>c as to the mode of deriving financial advan¬ 
tages from America, which, in his opinion, were of the very 
cficncc of government, certainly pointed out to him the pro¬ 
priety of maintaining our claims in one lhape or another, 
and, in the firft inrfiance, of fupporting our authority and 
tljc power of government. 

In the cowrie of delivering his fentimentS in that Houfe, he 
had exprefled foaie opinions that might, or might not, for 
aught he knew, been well tbou^t of by admimltraiion. Be 
that as it may, he foudd hioifelf called upon by his Sovereign, 
, he prefumed, throng the drannel of minillers, for he could 
jdedge his honour, by.noditfe£l:or indireft application of his 
own, to,render fueb ibrviees in America, in his military 
cbaraifter, as he fliould piroye capable of, Hc had mo option 
of hfs i<»wn ; he accepted of the-proffered honouf, and went 
cheerfjdly -to America, to'difeharge what, in the then Hate 
of thtniE^, rnmniared to him to be the united duties of a citi- 
aeo and a feddier; he went, with a fangutne hope, that mat¬ 
ters might, prdfbbly be yet.accotmmodabsd upon fair and con* 
ffitutiofial grounds I or that if the colonics fhoald perfevere 
in me.<aTes dearly indicative of an intention to difiblye the 
l^nds which held them and the parent Hate together that 
in that cafe, lueian^oly and difagt^ble aa fuch an alterna- 
vtivc muff prove, tjiis coi^fttry^ thus mfultcd and refified By 
^ Iter ctwn ffibjefls, Bxould exerthef power in compelling obe¬ 
dience 


• 
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4 ieiicc to the conflitution and the laws, which might he ihtii 
trampled upon and violated. . , , . ’ 

With this intention he went to America; ahd he wetft 
tJjere with feme degree of confidence, no lels from the infor¬ 
mation of minillei s, that we might not be compelled to have 
recourfc to arms to any great extent or long contihuands, 
than that if we (hould, fuch vigorous, timely, and powerful 
exertions would he made on our part as would promife to 
put a Ipcedy and fortunate termination to this unhappy, hut 
ncccflary conteft. 

But when he got to America, he found thc.revcrfc of this 
happen to be the cafe in almoft every inftance which came 
to his knowledge, the promifes and prediflions of miniftera 
proving equally illufory and ill-founded. Our armies were 
neither fo numerous as they were reprefented they would be, 
nor were they lent out in time; nor did the people who 
oppofed the fong’s government, at all refemblc the deferih- 
tioo which, had been given of them in that Houfc by the 
King’s fervanta. The very hrfl: fpeflacle which prefented it- 
felf to him was a melancholy one, and gave dire£riy the lie 
to every thing he had belore heard upon the ful‘ic<Sf, 

He Ihould not abufe the indulgence of the Houfe farther, 
nor enter into a minute recapltulaiion of what followed, and 
which had been much more pointedly and ably flatcd by Ids 
honourable friend who made the motion than he could nof- 
libly pretend to,c1o ; it >vas fufficienl for him to come to the 
point of explanation rtfpcfling his own particular condudf, 
when a£ting in (omc roeaturc in a feparate or refponfible ca¬ 
pacity, and apply what he had calleftcd'from his own expe¬ 
rience to the queftion now before the Houle. ' 

He Ihould not enter into particulars which had been fo of- . 
ten fully ftated and difculTed in Houfe, more eipccially 
as they Concerned himlclf; he fhould therefore barely con- 
dhne what he had , to fay to fuch oiily as related to the exa^ 
iimilarity between his fitpation gind that of the noble Lord 
at the head of tbe.iSouihern America, atmf, 

’When he pafled the confines of Cahada, find was to enter 
ijito the province of tsTcw-V ofk, he was affured by the noble 
iLord at,the head of American department, that he would' 

have numerous and pipworful friend's to join the EritiBt ftan- 
dardj that hc4,w0uid 4nefet with no rfifillancc of any cxi^nle* 
Ifuence; fhiM^he wcild ^b^fbed wi^n the coun- 

icc* The^ were the Mplamfe prances i^yentb Lord 
CJotnwalUs: but what 
. Vot. Ill, 








,pbwtrful refiftancc, Ifa the cotirfe of which, the daunt* 
Icfs bravery and the moift obftinate and firm refolmion were 
difplaycd ; he met with troops of timid, or rather,^ in ,th^e 
words of his honoyrable friend WIio made the motion, of 


treacherous friends, and bofis of powerful and inveterate 
enemies. LikeLoid Cornwallis, he tfilacd a proclamation 
fraught with threats in cafe of difol>cdience, and benefits m 
cafe of■ acceptance, to the inhabitants of the country through 
tvhich he pafied. He .either ro»^ have pafied through the 
countiy without ftores or provifions, and run the rilk of fa¬ 
mine, or, as he did, wait for his baggage, and confequent- 
ly the fupply of provifions which he had with him. 'I’here 
were in the province of New-York a few friends ; but when¬ 
ever they made a Ihew or appearance in bis favour, or at¬ 
tempted to join him, like the ill-fated Carolinians, they were 
attacked, captured, and cut off, or had fallen a facrificc 
to*the rcfentmtnts and. revenge of their brethren,! There 


were other features of his expedition equally common to 
both. One was, that of falfc intelligence. The day before 
the affair at Bennington, he had every fair prolpcft of fuc- 
cefs; but the treacherous condui£l of timid friends, which 


led him to make that dlvcrfion, totally defeated every one 
of his efficient plans for pufhii% forward. Like the rebel 
Southern army too,- while he drew all his fupplics from Ca¬ 
nada or Britain, the ..army oppofed to him were in general 
plentifully fupplicd. An inuance of a very ftriking nature 
of tills kind had come to his knowle^c, which was, that 
they drew their fforcs and'provifions ,fevcral hundred miles 
diftant, though the road by which they were conveyed was 
in part within the cotmtries then in ppuefiion of the Britifh 
troops; nay, io certain were they of the attachment of the 
inhabitants throughout the whole route, that there was not 
fo much as a finglc, file .of then fent with them to^proteft 
them ^,on the contrary, thoy had no other afiifiancc'^r pro- 
teil^iofibut what tht*drivers of the carts or waggons might 
be fuppofijd to, give* * This, though apparently a triflingcir- 
cumitance,, ferved to„convince hihi tnhte than any other of 
the-temper and difpofition of the people at large, and of the 
confidence the CongVefs, acid thole who derived their power 
under them, repofed in the people, ' , 

The noble Lord at thS head .of 'American department' 
laid, in cattennation of himfclf j ^that || ba#;pr ill-fonaded ; 
had bccn^cc«i^ #1, jfiifs fidelof 
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had, in all his dirpatches, conhrmad the King's iervants that 
they hatl been well in<(Mmc<l, as he hdd out in all his public 
and private concfponclcncc with miniftcu; that he wai en¬ 
titled to foim the tn'jft lavoutahle cxpe^.ttions. of the 7cal 
and CO- operation of the loyal inhabitants. It was of no great 
conrequenct in the event which paity h.id been nulled; but it 
was ot inlinitcconrequence to the nation, and ti^ Loul Corn- 
uallis as an oliker, that the former Ihould not be abufed oc 
impokcl on, noi tiic latter grofsiy injured in his clar»aftcr 
as a loldiei. 

Ht ujuft ronfefs he had his doubts on the fubjeft ; he had 
himle\f made puva'c comninnlcations rcipc£ling the ftate of 
adans, on tb^ l]5or, sthirh might not have been prudent or 
pn>j>ci to puhhlh ; in* complained of the inadecjuacy of his 
fo.ee, and Hated tlic ditappointiuents he had itKt with, and 
the more that were hUl) to follow. That Houle was notin 
pofll flion ol the whole of Lord CornwallisN dilpaichcs, nor 
perhaps would it be pioper they fhonld ; but this I'oinr he 
was dtfiiousto miprmt paituuhirly on the fenfe of the Houle, 
that the fitu.Uiou of a < isncral w«is delicate and cntnal. He 
i, induced to pionnie or give hopes of fucfccfs, upon ctitarn 
conduions : thole conditions arc not fHiformed; but ilie 
promilc’ made in couk'^^ucnct* of the eventual performance 
of them an quotCi!, while the bieaih isconrcnlc^d. He cx- 
])eticni.(.d thi‘> m his own caie; he doubted it was equally ap¬ 
plicable to Loul Cariiwallis, and he was the more convinced 
of this fiom a circumHancc which came vouihcd to him upon 
the veiy beft authority, that Lord Cornwallis had not 
more than httcen hundicd men under his command, whereas 
jf the truth were faiily difclolul, it would b<S found that he 
was taught to double or treble that numlicr; fo that 

allowing the fiifl fo conlidently Hated by the noble Loid to 
be true m all icfpefls, that the Britifh Handard had iiuoier- 
ouft friends in North Carolina to rclbrt to it as foon as eic£V- 
ed, and that Loid Cornwallis had Iwsld o»t iimilar ideas in 
his dilpatclies, and upon tliat prefumptiqn held ovt langmne 
expedfations of fuccefs, the failure and difappointmcnt 
might never!hdefs be imputable to ininifterfi, or be biough^: 
home diie£Ily to the noble Luid at the head of the American 
depaainent, bccanfe he had not performed his promife or 
fulfilled the coudilions op which Lord Cornwallis had 
founded hi$ cKi>t:£latioiis; naipely, tliat of havuig Under his 
ctinunand 5006, tnftedd of 1500 ^en. Indeed, putting the 
mere iflfueot the (pattlc out ci the queiSion,. every geatleptan 
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UJ«ft conceive, that 5f out friends w^rc not protefted, d«** 
tachments. ipread through the country, and poft$ occupied, 
the opciations of the army, and the efil«Sls wonU alwv'vshc 
confined within the lines, or to a very fmdl «ir<le round 
them. He concluded, by olifcrving that tt would he need- 
Jcf$ to trouble the Houfe with atguments tf) pio\c that the 
foutbern campaign in Amciita w^as nearly tiiminated, at 
leaff fo fai fo, as to pm an end to all c^ptf^aimns of any 
farther folid advantages. If fo, he believed he Ibould not 
be oppofed in faying that the lofs of America was inevitable. 
The Gazette bore the niofV indirputable cvuirnce of ir, and 
after the very pointed, but obvious comments made 6n it by 
his honourable friend who made the motion, if any man ft ill 


retained a doubt conccinin^ the event, he would make a 
propofition which would bung the matter to a Imal iflue. 
He would move for leave to call Capta.n Biodeuck (the of¬ 
ficer wrho brought over the fia/cttc dilpitches) to the bar; 
from whom as a man of honour ho would uiuleiuke to draw 
foith fuch information' as would fully convince the moft: 
prejudiced political fceptic, that tlie wai in North Cdiollna 
was now as iinpra£ticable as it had proved throughout every 
other Province into which the* Biitifh arms had been car¬ 
ried. 

Colonel (poke next. He agreed with the noble Lt»rd 

who fpolce early in the debate, (l/ 0 |fd G. Gciir-ainf) rh it iho 
' motion mtcu'lcd For the committee was fuhftuuidly the 
fame as that which hd had had the honour to move but a few 
days before. He thought however that the pi^efcnt motion 
bame more Strongly recommended than the former; for lo 
all the previoua experience which we had had, there had 
been added/the evidence of the late Gazette, When he mov¬ 
ed the Houfe therfc w^re ft^orts in town, that Lf*fd Corn¬ 
wallis'bad gained a iigiul vidiory over general Grtene, and 
that the moft fortunate and decifive elftbrts in our favour 
would j»robably follow thgt vi^ory, The aiguments ufed a- 
^inft his motion were, that U would he impiopei to (hackle 
the bandl of mintftry in the full tide and current of furcefs; 
that fuch a conduH would carry about it every appearance 
of public infinity; that thofe^ who conquered wire the fitteft 
to make peace; and .that it would be time enough tp talk of 
peace wheu every other means had faded, or when all other 
expeiftations of fuccefs were deftroyed. That period was 
now arrived; the ftenal v^£lory and all the golden dreams^ 
ghd fanciful ideas which it hkd created in the minds of hi$^ 





the army in that country has hin'.felt laI<J as much. He fay*^ 
he has ffot among, timid fri-'-uds and myercratc enemias i;th!it' 
he could procure no inrbrmation 5 or that the Iwtiir he .oj'd 
nfocure, was given with an intent to herrav, nitflijad, md 
ruin him-, and"that his armv has like to have ;.e,.ihed by fa* 
mine. On this dear ground then the queftiv.n now hood i 
and he called upon mmiJh'rs either ro e tu the roHion, or 
publicly acknenviedge that the arguments uTed by them on a 
former'day were not founded in their real fentin^ents, but 
merely taken ur> a» the fpur of the occrifion, 10 defeat hts 
propofttinn, without his hnving ilTe moft diftant idea of fu- 

turefucctf?. 1 n r I_ rr» i i 

Ml. Airm rofc in reply to the two laft fpeake^s (C 3 eneralMr., 4 i&Biii.' 
Bur«^ovm: and C. lonel Hartley) He faid that in his opinion, '■ ’ 

all tne arguments made wfe of ro prove the iinpraaibility-of 
tbk American war, or inirnbability of cocrcipg America, 
however well fo .nded, wcie euh* r excremdy irrelative oc 
premacufe. Hitheito, in times of the highelV profperity, 
when the public afTd.rs were ronduacd with the gscattft " 
wifdom, and when our arms proved viaorious in every quar-' 
ter'of the globe, it was the rcli-'y of that Houfe and of Par¬ 
liament to leave the diferetiona-rv exercife of the Executive 
-pt^wer free and unreftraln^d, wh^r”* the'tfmOiitutMyi had very 
fitly placed it ; nantly,' with the Crown^ or rather'with tbofe ^ . 
fubordmaie ovftrumeots which, it.mighf think proper to en»- 
ploy. It wa^ no thi« ;\<’Counr r'biafltr, tfiat he thought' it his 
du\v to oppufcjtbi* prefent ffiAtton. ft migS}!: or it. might not 
be prudem to make peace .wrtb 'America, even on any term^ • 
that however he underCtbod, the hprioutabW j|.en,tieman*s mo¬ 
tion* was not the queftipn bcr 6 ri!\'thft but merely, 

wbetber the C'own fhouid Aie ,dh'e|'|e3'bf,jits,co^^^ 
prerogative, tn order that; in and do 

that, V.o mattei v/hether. right W ,wrong, which rhe’cofrilitu- 
tion had ordained fhould be: executed by, t|ic King Kimfelf 
or’Hi’s minifitrs. ’ ^ 

' This being the triie; fi,4tif of the ^fe Jl nad (truck 
be fhoulcl coiflider it m that lighfy;ancl that onjy. "f he Ga¬ 
zette might aduiif'of tbc,knWrp,ci:Siiou‘ put qn by tblE ho¬ 
nourable gentIcjriah:wJi^o irt’a^ the motioq, and by 
other hon'ourabiii {poke on tla* lamC '^cL—. 

, It mighri>e Uireralty' ^ the .hortQumble,^^;eflitleroan 

•' wboTpoKe^t^t^^l^'-ai^c.rtea.^;^^^,^^!re^was an, cxaq,'4^il'it;«d’e •' ^ 

'hersfwi’ 
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LcJfd CornwalHs; it mi^Iu be fartJjcr true, tlwt A£uirti<sa^i 
was irrecoverably loft, and the profecurion of the war 
in tliat quarter would be attchded with a ruinous cxpcnce 
to no manner of purpofe. All this might be the cafe, thovi^h 
he'Was, in his prefent mode of thinking, extremely difpoied 
to doubt it, if not abfolutely deny it,; ar.d yet, allowing 
the arguments on that fide of the queftion to be total¬ 
ly unanfwcrable, be fttould ftill be equally^ againft the 
motion. It would effeft no change in his Icntjmcnts, though 
every and each of thefe farfts had been verified at the bar, 
either upon the general argument, or the fuppofed circum- 
ftanccs which fomc gentlemen femed to think, took the pre- 
icnt cafe out of ^he general rule. 

It was, he believed, acknowledged by every gentleman on 
either fide of the Houle, at leaft he would fo prcfunie, that, 
it was the .undoubted prerogative of the Ciown to declare 
waV and make peace. The matter then to W decided was, 
whether there? was any thing in the picfcnt war which might 
’ juftify or rather create a ncccflity for deviating from thi,s 
. eftablifiled rule ? He had not heaid a fyllable, direflly or 
indircdUy to prove the ground of fuch a nccclfity; it wa$ 
not even pretended thar he heard, or was any thing ol thar > 
kind attempted to be ftared; tHc whole that he heard was, 
that the'war was become impracticable, and therefore tbali 
the Hoafe ought to addref^ the Crown to, make peace* This 
imported, in Uis apprehenfion, that; tfic Crown or it^ mini- 
fters had ncgle^ed, or were incompetent or unable to per¬ 
form their duty. To this fie would- fay,, th^^t before he could 
give his voice in behalf of the motion ftatea by the honour¬ 
able gentleman, (bme proofpf tfac.aflual ncglcdl or inabi¬ 
lity of the Grown or the King’s fervants ought to be addu¬ 
ced. Not haying heard any thing mpre than general cenltires, 
tTnfupportcd by prbbfs, or any ihmg w’hich bore the Jnoft 
dlftant'rtfemblaiirc to proof, drge^ from the other fide of the 
Houle,; this circuirvftancc alone .was fuffident to fupport the 
negative he intended to give the,fbotion. 

After having very fully ai^ucd this poipt in the abftra^I, 
he proceeded tbrelnddatc tikargument by referring tohifto- 
rical faifts. Ho Taid, ithat during the mo^ happy and fuc- 
cefsful periods of bur hiftofy|,.jthad been a conftant rule for 
the legiflature not to interfere With the excrdl^g of the exe¬ 
cutive power; and when Parliament h^d .ukm tip an ad- 
verfe line of condu^l, the ev^ eDTcAs ,nev<jf failed pf being 
fcvcf^ly feh* in particalar, duribg the rdfiR bf thit 

' . * ' , ' ''''abJe , 
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aMe ftarefman, cclet>ntecl foldier, and magnanimous punce, 

William the'I hifvl, that Monarth’^ attention, among other** 
of an infiijor mturc, was Ipecially airacheJ to ibc affairs 
oflwland. PariicinHnt iiiKiIeruI on the otoilion, and con* 
rroblcd the t’X'*tntive power. This uiKv>nfi»ititK)n d oon*^ 
tioul was no looner txeirifcd than the Int' <,v nkqut ncct 
auCng luuTi fuvh an impropw and uflcouftiiuti lai i iteric*. 
jcnct were mimtdiately leU. It waaiclc ftir a t*mt o tU to 
be lawitnied : ooi allairi in thtt ifland eseij diy gicw lion* 
bad to woift. 'J hole who |>ctctivcd the mie c oi' j the I'n- 
sonffitutionrl and impolitic mtcrlertnct ot Pailuiment, kp- 
hmedthtn as he did now, and truth and found polif > at 
length innmpheil osrr a faflious oi niifl^ Un /cab It was 
iioi nil t nly lu the year i6<;i that KTuig William was h ft 
ai bb* rty to .ift ronfon.uir to his ov\n leninnciits ind that of 
his council. He vt'is juevtno i! in lomr mcaiuru tiom con- 
flu^hng the affairs of tliat co mtiy agietable to his own judg- 
ineiit. As foon as thoi' impediments were icmoscc*, the 
I'nglint alfaus iheit lit',in to pio^pet, and continued in thic 
flale till that countrv via-.intirJy leijuces^, and peace was 
itftoicd on 1 ite and hoiiouiablc terms. I he calc was the 
lame in feccial other j>arnculars, whivb he deemed ncesle's 
panicuU'ly to adsert to; and muff always happen to "be io, 
'whcnc\eT the Ufillitive, untcls tn an inflane- of exMeme or 
notonous nt clhij, attempted to contioul oi tilarp tU('c 
poweys whuh the conlliteition had lodged in the Sovereign 
and his immrdiaw advifcrii, 

Wcie the picicnt avj^ument to be applied to the qi.t{lic)n 
before the Houfe, he was convintod it was iuipolhbh a 
could ever be in<*n apily applied. If peace witli Anuiica 
upon her own t* uns wcie* become abfolutrly nrceffary, rheie 
was an cod of the pu-fent boflneis; the intcrfcicocc ol Pn- 
liament was con'esjuently ufekfs; b taUfe wh^t nuniflcis 
might do without the fanflion d4 Parliament, they could 
only do with Its peimiflion. If, on the other hand, ncgoci- 
atiOD or ticaty was to luperfedc a Hate of hoftihty; or »£ 
teiuis weie to be made or piocur^d, mihiflcrs would have tn- 
ffnrely a better chance of fuccteding while at libcity to treat, 
ncgotiaie, and a<rice upon conditions, than if having their 
hands tied up by a vote of th<it Houfc, they fliould fiaici 
llicrafelvcs as It weic bound by that vole; a refolu* 

tic'ffot one of the branches of flic kgiflaturc, importing a 
tomniand to the King’s fervants to make peace, or nm the 
rifaue of Paiiiaroentary tcfponffbihty, of not making the 
belt |>o0ible peace that could be obtained. 
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Jif-!rtyn fttd hccouWnnt fithilt if MvH fkid infei® 
lieann^^,ib itrht Ame ic^n ^ai wisa jn piil.ii w.u. jBc couJd 
«0iim ih contrari w hion'hjtoce. Ihii Misic wtic very 
gre*f majOiiticsin tliAi Houle uhovoutl 1oi r,} f uAMtidy to 
acknowlcilf^t; bul lint there w s .i ni i|Oriiy, i\cn . prttetKkd 
majority without who vit»i 1 )i into this 

blootiv, this unn iturnl). ml cilia'll OU& w , s a hit I c would 
ever oen), becHufc he knew it lobf l\ iy \vi / t.tUt and tU- 
founfledj He well umtnibrr< I thf .itr m jilulliN uled 
by rti iiilleis, then tool^, and tm ( inr'', t 111 i wl at they 
fialtei€vl thcnilclvcs would fi^^nip ihis * < ji o \ o with a 
icmblancc ot popohnt) , i>ul li i lunnin i Ikiviit the 
in Ifiracy o( diok h vci d ‘tteinpis. Hs, lecol.tcku riu then 
Troll 111! mious cndtavouis biouj^iit 1 » tli but a lew I nghfh 
addiclh' tsK Ic all Siothnl, i iy t%<»\ Ir Ic peuy h lougli 
from otic end o{ that l-jrg'iTn to ih< omm wisItauL- 
ctiid Af uiatoiy addicfic , li m i ‘Wiilj ici liments of 
b’ wl, fldug’lttr, and rfvtig/', w «rt pccrncu at the feet 
ol die dll > u—-to the fount iin (J i ici< v ’ 

nt tot illy ic\oltf J apainft il t idea itrempted to he jin- 
j u*t i o 1 ih * Ho ik by the rif hr honoijraMe genii ni in on 
Tilt liooi [Ml III 1 > ] th *t dll adrtiiuifliations, ind all e!c- 
i , rums of lutn in that Houle and our of it had Ken 
il nJs to tht Ameiican Wdi, lit could with confidtnee 
tfitr'wJ h 1 wiihoiit lehivt^ and put him lo the pioof, 
'i ia< u/.ht Uonoirsihh gentleman had laid, “ h* thd this ao- 
r’* n miration* fo did riut»” but he detud that geathman oi 
.in one oi his il lends, to addute a lingle mftance to pio\c 
in i^ any one of th. pcifon^ paities, or dcJcnpiiuns ot men 
to whom he Ind .illuled, had eitlui (medlly oi indiie£tly 
gni-n a fin^libp to the mcaiures whuh had actually produt* 
. eel the Ariel itan Wat ! 

Ml. Geo) iaid he difapproyed of the Stamp Aft 

ai the time, . ml oppoft 1 n bccaulu ht thought n unconfii- 
tutional. He lad appioved off the declaiatory hw, Ucaufb 
be thought it conflituiicnal; and he had ever looked upon 
the port duties m a (xicafurc founded on the bafi of the dc«- 
flaiuorylaw, which was meant as ah ailtrtioii of the ion* 
fhitutional claims of this country over Noith /Smcrita. So 
that, as applying to the riipeftive political fentiiiients of all 
* p.iTtic8, he \vi< prrlu.idcd tnar the prefent war with America 
tvd« founded in jafln t, not oti[y upon the principles of ihe^ 
conflitriion irklf, Irutas lauftioned "by every fet of men m 
powei finci lilt tocjmincemtm of tht preftnt reign, 
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into narrative, and fcenied to bc'Of ^pf- 
Ai'on, Colonies wobld long Itnce h.tvc acknowledged 

the dominion, as well as confeflTeclthe power ot the parent 
Hate, it’ the nieafnres adopted on this fule the water had 
been ably or faithfully carried into exeenlion. The neriod for 
fuflantial fiiccefs liad, he feared, cosrtplctoly away* 

Hopes, however, might ftill be retained if this country was 
united. At all events, the refources of Great Britain were 1 

great; its fleets and armies in Ibme nicarurc invineilsle; and 
whatever other gentlemen might think, he was Hrmlv per- 
fuaded, tliat wc wanted nothing to infurc us fuccefs bur union 
arnontj ourfelves, and its conllanl qoncouiitants, firmuers. con- 
fidencc, and rdblntion. 

Mr. Barikn Ipoke very ably and fpiritccUy in fujiport of 
tlic motion, and made fcveral pointed obfervations on what 
had fallen from the oppt'fire blanches In the couife of the de¬ 
bate, He would'nc ver allow, that the war with Ainetica 
w'as a popular war, conducted to the extent, and in the 
manner it had beci). Tlic nation bad been deceived inro 
it, unci the Americans had been compelled, on principles 
of fclf-dcfence, to have recourlc to arms. If the ofurs 
made in 1777, by the Britiib VarUament, had been tendered 
in i774,*or indeed at any one period previous to pafiing the 
vote of independency, the war woiild never have happened; 
or even if the Americans could fafely trnfttd to the fc- 
curity of tlic adminiftration who held out'the terms in 1778, 
he believed that the people of that country might have been 
prevailed upon to refeind the vote of independence, and 
break off or difTolve their connc^Hoiia with France. 

He was extremely Ibvere on the conduit of minffler?, re- 
fpefting the promoting the American war in the firfl infiance„ 
and their total inability in carrying dicir otvh plans, crude, 
ideal, and defeftive as they wem,, into execution. 

He dwelt for a cpnfiderable time on their apparent want of 
information, oa the ungenerous nieans they had recourfe to 
in order to vilify and blacken the charset- of every profef- 
fionalman they employed, and the various'arts ufed to thrpw 
the odium juftly due to their'meafurcs upon uien who' had 
been fo credulous or fo weak .as to truft to ^their ajTurancea 
of alhftancc on the otiier fide of the Atlantic, and of their 
proteflioB on thi«, . ‘ 

It was .urged with much force, Why divefi: tire crowQ of 
4 hc cxepcife of the executive without fpthe proof 

of abufe or imfconduft ; or that having had it in their 
npwerlo make peace With'America, they had neglciSled if, 
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peal freely and confidcmly lo mjihiftefs thcnifelvcs; for he 
was-certain, were tliey to anfwcr, they woHild ackndwltulge, 
that from the day the difturhances broke out at the town of 
Bolloii to tiie UiBC that tlic contents of the dcclaraiojy aft 
had reached America, there was not one fcffion paffed in 
which minifters might not have procured much better terrhs 
than thofe which they were afterwards obligeVl to ofFejr, and 
which where accompanied with fuch circumftances of nati¬ 
onal degradation and difgrace. 

Experience, he faid, had proved that rnlnlAcrs were no 
longer to he trailed ;:i deviling prop"*)' means for reftoring 
pe.ice to this bleeding country^ Ihppoiing p;,acc to be attain¬ 
able : the prefent motion was only intended To pave llic way 
to it upor\ ilie poffibiiity that ii aught be atta'inablc; if it 
' Otouh-l not, Earliaraent, the nation, the mlniilry, would 
find theaifelves where were before., and after ilic 

long and paiieat trial which h al been given to rulminiHra- 
lion, from which not a lingk laUnary i,ou!ii:fp)encc had been 
th rived, and from which levcral fatal nnichiefs had flowed, 
iiothing wo.dd be fiiqucd by the prcfeni motion; while on 
the other hand, we might try what could be don-- under an- 
odier fyUcm of policy, which would have lor Ii^ profelfed 
peace, in preference' to the farther proiccutum (»f a 
fiuitlds war. P or thofe Land fevcral other rv.v''ons \vidrh he 


had heard ilaicd iu the courfe of ilie debate, lie Was fully 
peifuaded pf the propriety' &s well as of llic good ronlc- 
qucnr.es thatvinight .probably be thrived ^froin the adoption 
of the honourablegci^tlematifs projporuion. 

The n on. Thc Honorable JplU rofc next, and very parti - 
if'm. Fift, cular atfeUtioni 'paid to him. The queftion had been 
loudly called ibfijV a particular" defeript^^^^ of mcnnbcrs, but 
on his fifing, ial^ ftd of Hhufe were hlent, and paid 
hi.m the reipe^ that w^s dW'toi his abi3itjt.s and to the, occi?- 
, ■ fio'n of his rifin|^% Xhe .honr^rahlc gentiemau fiiid, that he 
was inddcedtonfefrpm cert^lnexprciSons that, had fallen front 
4 rigW hpnd!Ur,^^'|j<mtlemah oil the flobi: £Mr, Righy3 aiid 
another gehtleman (ip t|iejpthpr,lTdepf 'thjeUoufe f iVIr. Adam] 
rcfpeiSlIrig the mihife^Tjiajr.and fegiilative cohdudf of'a dear 
and moil; ref^eiEled relation his Lord C hath am] with re¬ 
gard to the American ^war, .and the pra^rciTlye meafures 
which had produced 'it/ “ He thoi»e:t|t it wa$ his duty, as the 
fon of that noble Lord^ ^nd.as ji m©hvi>cr,df^ Houfe, tp 
jrife upon the occ^un" t^|’^corte^ tlfe gentleman 
/ i ” '■ 'ifioken 



Hotifc froni''going aWAy■ 
pterfuaiiot} that the conduSl^nd fentimdnts, of The itoIvIc pef« 
fo^:wefe fuch as had been delcribed. The filence of a per- 
iba io ncari^r connetSied and allied in biood and ajlSi<£tion 
might feem to cou-htenance what had behn fo confidently jbtit 
Cfroneoufly Itated. There he tnany gentlemen in the 

Houfe who were well artjnaiiited with the poliucal opinions 
of that noble perfon. 'I’o them no refutation of the aiTcr- 
tions of this night would be nccefTary ; but tht^re might be 
Ibine who were perfedily ignorant of them, or who knowing^ 
them but imperfedlly might he deceiVcd by mifreprerentations 
perhaps uniutentionaily made. 

Attuated by theie motives, he thought it incumbent to 
ftattf his relation’s opinion, as it appeared in his public con- 
dufi:, and as it came farther confirmed by private communi¬ 
cation made to himfelf and the reii of his family. - T'hc no¬ 
ble perfon vi'hwfe name had been fo c>ftcn mentioned in Ifhe 
courfe of the evening, mofi: heartily reprobated the American 
war in all jts parts, as well on the principle on which it was 
taken up as its ptogrefs, and the ultimate objcdls to which it 
pointed. Ke had cxprefled h’uufclf uniformly fo on the fub- 
and he was perfuaded never gave a vote or opinion in,, 
contradiftion to thofe fentimentsl Thofe who aited with 
him well knew it; there were many jiving tJ^ftimonies of the 
truth of this afSeition, and innumerable circumilanues could 
be adduced, if farther eviderree were required. 

The only opinion declared by him, which cduld have af¬ 
forded the mofi: diftant colour forJuch an afTertion was, that 


he thought this country had a right to law duties for the rc-r 
gulations of conunerce, duties incidental to the extenfidn of 
trade, calculated for the mutual henefit of both countries; 
but not a fiugte tax or duty of any kind fdr the purpofi^pf 
ratfing a revenue in Americd^ to be ret^^ed home, and to 
be difpofable by the Britt'fH Paflia^eht. v'This, however, 
was but a fpeculative quc&lon, totally different and^ diffihdt 
from the do^rines which were .prod unlive of, the war. TTbofe 
at ieaft which produced the riot at Boftbp, from whence it 
was acknowledged, by every fide of Houfe the war oH- 
ginated,, did not' comc within the above defcriptlon. They " 
were taxes upon the import laid on exprefsly by the Britifla 
Parliament, co’llefttd under ks authority, and intended for 
the Britiih Trdafury ; and were not even pretended td%old 
cut any advantage. to both cpiitiijiries, but to one only; net«* 
•thcr were they direiffed tp promote or extend the corninerce 
pf America,! but* merely to draw out of. the pockets 6 f in- 
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|kiliitaii«» of that catintfy certain fiims of ,mo»e^:-^jf. ai^ 
w«ntjng, the revenue of thb* 

Thcfe wrre the true 0rt<l genuine fentiments of the AOb|e 
perfon Hilu’iied to j to afiert, thereforr, that bccaufe he ap¬ 
proved of enc mode of con‘iu£t» which was not adupteili 
that he apj>rovcd cif another fyftetn, which he had fo fre¬ 
quently and openly reprobated, was a moft extraordinary 
kind of lo;j;ic indeed. , But he could n6t think, that thole 
who argued in thic manner exi^e£led to bring- home convic¬ 
tion to the bread of any man v/bo had not before been 
made a coavcif to their opinions. 

Alter explaining bis noble father’s principles and conduct, 
in A (Ijte of tne mofr manly oratory, and in a Hrain of the 
moft perruafive eloquence, he pioc .eded vo ip ak to the quef- 
t!oo. -He laid, fome gentlemen had pafif'd :i!o hi.^heft euio- 
giums on the American war. Its Jullice was dffVtuaf' ir, the 
rtioft 'Aaim and frnent rrtanner ■ndcrcl. A nobk. Lor.^, who 
fpiojte early, in the heat ot his it..; had rolled it an h.''ly war. 
For his paPr, though the honour ihle ge/rdeman who made 
the ujoEiori, and Idme other genilt'incn^, h;td been more than 
oijce in the courfo of the tkhaie fevereiy r<fpiche»ded for 
♦t-alling it a, wicked or arccurftd war, heVas perl’uadtd, and 
would ifRrm, that it was a mo'li accurfrd, wicked, barbarous, 
cruel, u»|uft, aud diaboKcal war! It was con- 

in It wias nuttttrcd and brought forth in 

folly; its ft.ciftcps> were marked with blood, ll^iugbter, 
jper/irctifion, and devaftatron j in truth, every thing which 
W'ent tt) conftfttttc ntoral depravity and human turpitude were 
to be found ii* it. It was pregnant with iniichicf of every 
kind,' while it mCifttii(icd deftrudtion to the miferablc people 
who Were the devoted obje<^ of the black refentments which 
produced it, .-The fnlfrhieff, however, recoiled on the un¬ 
happy peopk ofcoutntfy# who were made the inftru- 
mer^s to effect^he wicktid purpoifes of its authors. The na- 
tioflf was drained of its beft blood and of its vital refources of 
mftft arid money, Xho expe^pc of if was enormous, much 
jbeyond any former experience, and yet,, what bad the Bn - 
tifh nation received iA return ? Nothing but a feries of irief- 
ft£live viifrories or frvere defeats j -viiSofres only celebrated 
with temporary triumph:oxer our brethren, whom we would 
trample dowtj, or defeat. Which filled the land with mourn- 
iiig fot the loft of dear and valuable relations, flain in the 
impious caufe of enforcing urtConditional fubmiffion, or nar¬ 
ratives of the glorious exertions of mdn ftruggUUg in the* 
holjr Caufr of liberty^ though fthiggfiiig under all the dl'ffi- 
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itece^ajty cojncomitants of ■ vi£l«ry ai^d fuccefs^ Wbcrf wa»- 
tfee, Eaigliftiman oa reading;^ the Jiarratiirea of thote bloody 
and well-fought' contefb, who could refrain latncn^iag ifeus 
J(ofs:of fo ra^fi British blood fplit ia ftich a caufe? or from 
weeping on v/haicver fide viffory might be declared ? A'^ildi 
to ihisv that while in this nielaacholy confidcration we could 
perceive nothing but oiir natural and,povi^crfui enennies, or 
li:kewarm arvd fai'thlefs fticnda, rejoicing in our calamities, or 
meditating our ultimate downfall. 

He faid he had taken the prefent opportunity of delivering 
his fentimenfs on the American w'ar. There was not, a point 
in view in which he confidered it; there was not a feature 


which preftnted itfelf to his notice, but ferved the more and 
irore to eoufirm him in the opinion he had early formed 
concerning its mifehidvous and deftrudlive tendency; and he 
trufted the prcfe.nt t/pmion he had given would be received 
as it was fincerely intended ; as fulty exprcllive ot hi$ princi¬ 
ples fo far as they nu^ht be applicable, or feemed to bear h 
relation to the American War in all its future as well as form¬ 



er ftages. ' . " ' ■ 

He made feveral detached obfervations on the grounds and 
tnodves on which the honourable gentleman had fupported 
Ills motion, but feemed chiefly to reft, his argdxnents on the . 
rnjufticf of the war in its outiet, ,fihe" innumerable mifehiefs 
it had been already prodaftive of, and the ftiU more fatal 
and difiiftcfous events it might bring with it, if ininifecrs or 
the nation ihould peflcvere in urging a war, which, whether 
fuccefsful or not^ ought not to be farther purfued, bccaufc it 
was totally fubverhve of the' true conftitufiionalxonnexion by 
which both countries were united, ■ . 

The Lord Jehocnie dj Scotland faid,. as it had been 
faihion that night for gemlerncn to tifeaUd deliver thbir po- Smlavd, 
litical creed, he found himfelf obliged on account 6f fome 
things which had fallen in the couflc of the debatd to ifcllow 
the example. He knew it was diforderly to advert to Ibino 
matters that had fajlcn in a former,debate ^ ypt the tadd 
was almoft every day tranfgrelted, add had b^en partitplafhr 
fo with refpeft to him by an hoftOulraUe gentleman oh the “ , 
other fide of the Houfe* An honourable Baronet who fpOkfe 
early faid, that he underfifood that in the night of tho* de¬ 
bate on the loan,' a kafded gentleman had maintained in ar¬ 
gument, that if any advantages:, were to be derjvt^ from 
* holding fuit^s in the rubfbripi|oh! it Was natural add juRifi- +: 
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siffelfefoT.t^c noble m the blue ribbon to tbofb 

belicfits among bis friends in jjprcference to thole wbp wero 
known or ftifpe^ed to be advtrfc to Ills meafurcs. Tiibi»gb 
the honourable Baronet reported this only from heaifay, he 
wjU re;arly to acknowledge that the honourable Baronet bad 
been well informed* The perfon fuppofed to ufc the words 
was' himfclf. He made ufe of the, expreflion, and he was 
ready to repeat it j for lie was ftill of opinion, that, if any 
advantages were to be derived from the loan, advantages inr 
cidc.ntal to irs nature, arid which conid not be provided 
againftr, tlie m>!>lc in the blue ribbon had ci right to ufe his 
tiifcretion, and difiributc the advantages, among his friends 
in preference to his dpponents. '1‘hr honourab*^ Baronet 
inigUt as often asTic lliought proper, beftow every ignonti- 
i' ;us epithet upon the loan, and upon cverj'-peribn concerned 
»t,‘orivhf> defended it; it would occaliori no altfration in 
his fentitir’rJ.s. He was proud of i'lcin;:; one of its defenders, 
and fhovild continue to do fo upon the piincipleS on which 
he firll took, it up. That it was t’ne btdl bargain in the then 
cxiibng Hate of things that could be made for the public, 
and when the bargain was madej tliat the minilfer was fully 
juftified in 1‘uch a diilribution as'appeared moll agreeable to 

AikJihcr honourahl*? gentleman [Mt. Turner} among 
<'U’cf inBductin adveUed lb by him, to prove the violence and 
hbnef //cal tclfified by 'feye,rnl individuals ih that Houfe, in 
urging meafures of coercion, and endeavouring to precipi- 
r.ite,this cuuritry soto A war with her colonies, had alluded to 
nil cxpfcifhon to have fallen'from him in an early 

itage of. the unhappy difTerence* He laid, that fiarvation 
been as mo^ cfncacious means of re- 



faU: add the application, j fever he 
not in any debate re- 
/'’ij?' oivght h4ye ulbd it, if was 
iliitdif hbhad nof tH^^^ood.'fortime -to be 
^'^>:^lef^ip^■Un^age^ 'as to' poffefs' inch a iliare of 
>4;diieai' elegant 'exprcfiiojRs as the honourable 

^cntl^ian, he tmftedithat the honoumble.|cn^^ and his 
ffiurtiii would, hot ldi,ftiifo him as a.Vimc'which could 

only arife ftoui his'bbt the 'good fortune to he born 

at rhe ;ibutif iidc of tbe .Tw^V U was to be fare diforderiy ■ 
td''wlia£ pa^rd 14'portlier debate; partrcuJarly, 
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w«lien VcfeveiiCC'WasJ^a^'to a period fo far diftarit^ 
as bis nicmory coolci icrvc him, if ever he made ofeoT the 
word ftarvation, it was not in relation to America, ,but in a 
debate cn the disfranc hi Cement of the borough ot Hindon, pe 
the puniriuncni of fume of the ck'Sors.vvho had been charged 
with crhuiiuii conda6. at the preceding general ele£lion* I€ 
gentlemen however, thought proper to divert tliemfelvcs at 
his expence they \v.£»c exceedingly,welcome ; if, they loved 
the joke, in God’s name letthem enjoy it, he ihoeld have no 
rcafun to complain; the motive which indnesd him to take 
3 )otloe or it, was not to Ipoil the jell, but only to lay in his 
chum, th.at in future, honourabh' gentlemen would pleafc ro' 
do Jl:itn the julhee, wiien they dcfeimted on tlve word, to at¬ 
tend more faitld'ally to ih.c application, and not lay it dowm 
as a faeff, that when he reeomnlendcd the reducing tlic Colo¬ 
nies to terms of unconditional oheiiicncc, he had j)oimcd out 
fohorrid a means a.; that of reducing them by famine, or in 
the adopted laoguagc of ii,:e honourable gcnllcmap, by ftar- 
vation. 

'l‘he fame honourable gentleman had Ipoken to another 
point, in which ho believed he w’as equally miftaken. It was 
cuflomary with gentlemen to confound times and circurn- 
ilanccs for the purpofe of holding hini out in a particular 
light, as being one of Vhe early ptombtersof die Atoericau 
war, and one of the moft zealous abettors of it in that Houfe, 
He wiflied that the honourable gentleman, .had been more 
correft in his adertions. He w'ould tell the honcurahk gen¬ 
tleman what perhaps he might deem unworthy of his notice, 
that he was not in Parliament when the Bodon Port Bill v;a» 
palfcd, nor when any other pf the meafntes of force which 
accompanied that adf, had received the fan^lion of Parlia¬ 
ment. He had not the honour of ,a feat iu that HoujCb before 
the iaft general , elcdion bat one,; confeijueinly,the cir.- 
cumflatncs which the honourable gentleman tnentjoj^iL of 
the furious zcah exprelled in different terms, by fbtne of the 
individhals of the proceeding Parliament^ could bear no mor^ 
relation to his conduct at a fub|cqhent period than to 
of any other p^fon in the two, kingdoms, who'roigh^;^ 
might not 'arAvc to the lionour df afeat in that HoOfe. ' 
faid, he btgged leaye to explain himfelf, that he no 
means wifhed tp forego,the riaeri't, dr avoid the demerit wliiih 
was due to tliofe who \yere moft zealous in vviflting to inforce 
. the juft conftitatjonal claims of,|hiS'Coahtrv oveviK^'revolted 
-fubje^s '; all he iiHcndcd, of defir^ the 
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mmds <!jf his atiditors wav this: that he hid no fliare as a ft- 
natoi* irt promoting thofc meafurcs of policy or cxicrnoii 
which operaietl as tl^e beginnings, and in fifl finally produc¬ 
ed the Amei Iran war^ 

It Was the lafKion, as be had faid before, for tvtry jten- 
tlcman who lofc to make a confeffion of his political faiih, 
or fubfcrilic to a kind o*‘ political cfccd ; he Trufted tint h. ^ 
fhonld he indulged in torn, and that the Houfc would fjvou. 
hi:n with the f.ime degree of attention which he bad ilicwn tfi 
other pcnllenicn, who had thought proper to explain the 
principles upon whidt they had ailed. He had cntticd the 
Houle, he could affirm, as an unprejudiced, wncountded man, 
without any more predilt^lioo tor minifters than for ihti. 
opponent. He could lay his hind on his heart, ind with 
truth affirm, tliat in conlideiing tht qiicftion rcfpcdting the, 
claims and rights of the mother country and her colonic*, 
he formed his opinions upon the fubjrft abftrafti. My, in fc- 
Ipeil of parties and individuals, and af'ighcd .md dteuKd 
upon the (Itieftion in difputc, clearly and cxclnfl^tlv, on the 
nicrits, and afl-cd upon no other opinion but his own; nt-tlui 
was he war|‘>eU by* any other man’s, however high ot refpeft- 
able at any fide in either Houfc, 

What was the confiquence? he waited till fomc of the 
great and leading points had undcigorjic a full dilculfon, and 
then made up h - mind upon the lubjc£I, and then c, irom 
.the moment convidhon had reached his heait, he had never, 
to the ppcfciu minute, fwerved a tittle, ilt thought, that 
as foon as America coaMdecl in arms, in ordei to maintain 
the juftide of her cauft, Great Britain vitas ciilled upon to 
exert all her powers and (Ircngth in oider to ieduce hei fub- 
jc£Is in that country to acknowledge ilic forvereignty of the 
Britifh Legiflature in as full and ample a manner as it had 
heretofore exercifed and enjoyed it; and till that acknow- 
ledgh^ait was obutned, never to ceafe piofccutmg her rights. 
The i4oas the noble Lord who fpoke caily [Loi<1 ]cho Ca- 
entertained of government wt re very diffti cm from 
hUf he mufl confers; he tecommended u> let the Americans 
go and pfofjier, as f^n as Uicy revolted :'foi Ins part, he 
was agaitift the heating of any treaty or conceffion whatever 
till after the right was as publicly and as inei^utvocally ac- 
knowle^igcd as it h44 traiietiouily and ieduionlly de¬ 
nied. ( 
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Under tins {>eHuaijon lie voJetl with t!ie minifler upon 
?vt ry great tjucllion, becaule he thought it Iris duty, and 
never diticietl viiih him till hii l.otdlhip had, in his f>pimon, 
very iinprupcily d. j».i!Js d ironithe lyilciii which he had now 
dclcrihed, namely, tint of olFenng teims> to our rebelUouit 
luhjedK as loi'g as they coniiiuied tn arms. 

lie jjopei. he hid aCttd candidly ; lie iruileil he had aiSled 
conliflently, wlitn hepeiilicly dil.ippioved of the conciliatory 
proportion ziuned by the noble Lr>rd in the blue nhbon. 
lie iccolit-C,t»‘d he was one among u veryfew that iiigiu who 
had the foiiiiude to lefiA it. lie rememhered one other gtn- 
(Kman. no his ellci mv:d foi his long l*aihamentary experi¬ 
ence than lor Ins political knowledge and independant in- 
trgiiiy, wluj flood loiih on the occalion I Mr. Wei bore El- 
hs j and pTediCdiLd what in part lince happened, that it would 
piodiice higher p^ett,■nllon^ on tlie p.irt ot our rebel iubje< 3 s, 
as wc feenied diCi’irous oi willing to concede or relax in our 
juli claim''. For ilie reft ot hisconduc.l, it was under the 
eye of Hailiaaioni; he aefted, from time to time, agrctahly 
to cncuniftances, never in a Tingle Inliance abandoning thole 
prin ip!cs winch iic at hi ii avowed. 

Me voted iinifoimly in iunpoit of thofe mealures of govern- 
menr, and C('iihl now ib einnly affirm, after confultiiig his 
heart and Ins judgeii’cnt, that he never had caufe to icgret 
tor a tingle nicmenr a vote that he had given. 

I le was leatly to .igrec with lonie of the gentlemen on the 
other hde of the Houfe, wlio had drawn the affairs of this 
countj y 111 inch exaggerated colovirs, a pichne, he was hold to 
iay, much dlfloitui and ovei ch.nged; he was re.'idy to allow 
that it would have been better, meiely conihlering the event, 
that tile (word h.iil 11. ver been unflieatlied in this nnhappv 
quaiftl; bur he would add, liovvever adverfe foituiie liad 
proved, both from circumltaiicts within and from without, 
that It was not in the; c.oinpals of a rational mind to torelcc, 
or he able to provide ag.ainft fuch a furies of extraordinaiy 
events, difappeintments, untoward accidents, and various 
contingencies as fell out; yet they inuft all have taken place, 
or the w^ar would have been long (ince luippily terminated, 
and the empiie reftored to inletnal tranquility and donieflic 
union. 

He fhould avoid detail as much as poffible, but yet he 
would remind thofe wliooniy contemplated the pitS^ure in one 
point of view, that minifters muft liave forefeen that we 
fhould have met with fuch a lefiflance on the other ftde of 
the Atlanticas we had; that the contagion iliould have fpread 
VoL. III. 4 t> 
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all over the No^th Amerienn continent; that our progrefs 
and fuccefles would bear no proportion to our fair and pro¬ 
bable ations; that France, ai^d afn-r waids Spain, would 

confeot raU' ihi niielves with our rebellious inhjeils, contrary 
to every piirit^ple of found policy, public good faith, and 
repfated airuranccs of fiiendihip : in (liort, a fore knowledge 
of every diiafln, every untoward event, evtry unnatur?! 
and unprovoked act of public or donu fiic peiHdy, inuit be 
proved, howevt r improbable or inipoHlMc, before either rni- 
nillers or their friends, or the fupporters of the American 
ineafures, ctJiild be' fairly acculed of being the real authors of 
our pre eut nnsfoitunes 

'I’he hc'nouiable gentleman who liad made the motion, with 
that flow of language, he would fay, with that impetuous 
tide of alnujll irref;ilible eloijuence, fo faniihar to him, faid 
that Ameiica was lolt, in^covelabl) lo!t, and that vve were 
now cieaily drove to the necflltty ofarrepting from tlie hamls 
of our rebellious fnhjecls, peace upon any terms r! t-y might 
choofe to duflate. J he honourabif; gentleman, hf.fides his 
general aiguments, produced a Cia/,ette, containing Lord 
Cornwallis’s lafl dilpatches, relativeto theatl'air at Cjuil ford 
court houfe. He niuA confefs In; v\as by no means com\ inced 
of thejnlliceof the honourable gemleman’s comnv nts, nor of 
the trutli of Ins deiluftions. Hi; was not a military man, and 
fliou d therefore fpeak with al! pofTihle caution and difUdenre 
upon a fin l(^ totally foreign to his habits of life and to his 
purfuits, but, if he were to fpeak according to Ins iiidgcment, 
ill-informed as he was, he fhould flill conflder the affair at 
Guilfnid a vicStory, well refpecflmg the adfion irfelf as the 
confequences. hat were they r hut that after giving the re¬ 
bels a total overthiow, his Fordftnp finding biniUlfin a bar¬ 
ren or exhauiUd country, was obliged to defiA fium fol’ow- 
ing no tin- blow- be bad given, on account of the lia/,zard of 
encountering a nuich more formidable enemy than thole op- 
pofed to him inarms, namely, famine, aiilingfrom a want 
of all the Kccefiaries of life. 'I’hat the at^dioiihad produced the 
advantages wliich were the concomitants of vidlorv, no better 
proof need he required, than rliat GreeneVs force was fo much 
weaki^ed that he was not able to reach Camden time enough 
to have a decided iuperiority over Lord Rawdon, in coufe- 
quence of which his Lordfliip had taken him unawares, and 
by that fudden unexpei 51 ed attack had defeated him a fecond 
time. He did not preten 4 to judge how far it was prudent 
in Lord Cornwallis to abandon his baggage, and truft to 
contingent fupplies m the courfe of his future operations; 

. . but 
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but this lie was competent to fay, that it was a inoil gallant 
a'rempt, ami dif[)layctl a zci.il aiul iuirit which jiHUy iiititled 
him to the thanks an<l graiitu»le of his country, anJ reflect¬ 
ed the highe • honour upon him as an oiliccr. 

He was ple.ifeil, at all times, to hear young members 
(land up in that flouCe and tleliver their ieotunents upon 
luhjedlsol mipi^r ance. Me had many opjiortumties of l)cmg 
pltafed that niglit. It had d ine; the greatelt credit to thofe 
candidates tor puldir approbatien, aiui dilplayed an attention 
to their du*^y, ami the obligations they ovvetl to lliem confti- 
tueitts and the nation at huge, winch did thf^m inflnite lio- 
nour. Among othcri the honourable gentlemait who (jioke 
lali claimed his ji.irticular appr...lia:ion. lie was unwilling 
to fay to that honouiahlr gentleman’s face, wliat tiiuh would 
exadt from him u cre he ahlent ; hut even then, however 
unuiuai it might he, he found hitnfelf impelled to rejoice in 
the good fortune of liis counliy, and his fellow lubjedls, 
who were di ftin-d, on fume future day, to derive ihi* moft 
iinpoitant fervices from lo lia)’py an union of the riril rate 
abilities, Iiiglt integrity, a bold and Iioiieft independency of 
conilndt, andjihe moll perfuafive elt)i}uence; but notwith- 
flanding that he was ic.idy U'hrltow on him the fullefl com¬ 
mendations, he thought it Iiis duty to differ with him both 
refpeCling a mattei of faCt and opinii n. 

He: could not think that the American war w'as unjufl, 
neither was is concieved in folly. 1 he latter might be a 
matter of mere opinion; l>ut upon the former he was com¬ 
petent to judge from wliat had pafleii in his own mind, and 
lie prefumed that many gentlemen, or a majority of that 
Houfe, adfed from motives equally pure and julHfiahle# 
l ire lianourahle gf’iitli man had fpaken of a noble relation of 
his [Lord Chatham j whom he reprefented as averfe from 
the Ajjierican war ; for his part he was not in this country 
fo as from refidence to he acquainted with the governing po¬ 
litics of the nation ; but tins he could aver from his own 
knowledge, or upon the evidence of his own hearing, that the 
noble Lord, fo far as his fentiments rniglit be fuppofed ap¬ 
plicable to the prefent queilion, held fentiments extremely 
different to the arguments urged in fupport of the prefent 
motion. The prefent motion, if he underftood its fcoi>e and 
tendency, was this, though not expreflly avowed*. Make 
peace with America upon any terms, which were the fame 
“ thing as deflring miniflers to fubferihe to whatever terms the 
ftate of America might think proper to dii^ate. After that 
was granted, he believed, it would be very unneceflary to en- 

4 D 2 . . ter 
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ter into proofs that the hafis of any treaty to he made under 
the faiu^ion of the pvefent vote would he hidependency. This 
was the matter on which he meat t, in point of fa£t, to par¬ 
ticularly meet the honourahle gentleman. 

The iionour.ahle gentleman tlcclared himfetf to he for the 
prefent propofed vole, which was to end in independency. 
Then he diametiically dillVre * 'ipon tliis iuhjec^ fioin hisn »- 
blerelation ; for he w< 11 recol.cifted tiuit that great man, tlie 
very day he felt the fttoke of death, I in (ling with indigna¬ 
tion at the inoft diftant idea of decl.tiiiig America imlt-jirn- 
dent, noured out hisexhaufled vitals in execratinj; tlv)ie mi- 
niflers, or ethers, wlio wfuild dare to parcel our, or vote 
away the Biilifli empire; delpoil the IhiMfli Parliament of 
its inalienable lights, and rob the prelent royal family of tts 
patrimonial inheritance. 'I hefe were almoh the la ft words 
that upriglit minifter and confummateilateffnan ever uttered. 
He was a man, from his earlieft youth, he had been always 
taught to l'''ok up to with reverence and admiration before he 
had feen him. tiince then, every opportunity he h.id of be¬ 
ing acquainted with him in his fenatoiial chat.r^^er, tiie more 
it confirmed him in his early impreflioiis, and be w.!-; no lefs 
great in his laft .awful exit th m in the moft fplendid actions 
of his political life. He held the language of a patriot and 
found ftatefman, and the capacioufnefs of his Ibul was onlv 
equalled by the integrity of his mind and the goodnefs of 
his heart. There was a quicknefs of conception, a warmth 
of imagination, and a tone and firmnefsof mind, which was 
worthy of imitation. He f.aw his obie«51: at a diftance, he 
was unceafing in his endeavour to obtain it, and he could 
not give a better or more feafonable advice to his noble friend 
near him, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, if he expe<5lcd 
to arrivb at the charadfer of a great minifter, than to ftudy 
with care and attention that of the deceafed nolde Lord, 

He w^as aware that the honourable gentleman, who made 
the motion, would fay, that he had difcluimed all intention 
of rendering America independent, in opening his motion; 
and that confequently the fuhjeift was clearly fhut out of the 
prefent debate; but he prufumed he had fufficiently Ihewn, 
that it was only travelling a different way to the fame objedf; 
for, moft certainly, every gentleman who heard what he had 
urged on the fubjedl would agree with him, that the prefent 
vote would oblige minifters to make peace upon any terms, 
which terms would be no Other than inde()endency. * 

A right honourable gentleman on the floor [^Mr. Rigby] 
had faid, that lie wifhed to get rid of the American war ; fo 

did 
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did lie. The honourable gentleman who made the motion, 
as he had frequently obierved, [lulheii the matter much far¬ 
ther; but he wilhed gentlemen to recolledl, how the line 
could be lafely tlrawn, or at vv.’iat particular I’pot conid (jreat 
Britain rtop ! VWrethe people of thiscijuniry willing to yive 
up their Welt InJia illancis? No; fuch an idea would not 
he ejidured. Were tiiry ready to ah.inilon their own domi¬ 
nions in America, tl»e poirelhon ot winch was not dsrpjied r 
Not tinu neither. < w^ere tlv*v even | repared to vttte ,iwav 
fuch pait r)f the thittte-n pi m inces as were reconciled and 
happy under thi' ihitifli govwmmeiu? As loud a iiegance 
would probably be given to that as to cither of the foregoing. 

Where then was the line to he drawn ' Vet, if the prelent 
motion wa'j to go, it was itnpofllhle to fa , to vvh.ir rheclaims 
of America would be coitfined ; and, perhaps, if they were 
declared indepernlent to-morrow, we flionhi find ourfelvc'. as 
far from real peace a we were at the inii.in; be was I'ljealcing. 

He then entered mio the impropriety «il inferfciing in the 
exercife of the executive power, which had i>een repeatedly 
tlifculTecl in the courfe of the cvcnir.g; and fat down with 
tellifying his diiTent to the motion made by the honou* 
rahle gentleman. 

Lord Maitland rofe in reply to the lali fpeaker. He faid Lord Mzir- 
he cou'd never remain filent when Uich doctrines at thofe ad- 
vanced by the noble l.ord were maintained in that Houfe. A 
noble loot'd wdio Ipolcc early (Lord Wtflcote) an honourable 
gemltman (Mr. Adam) and the learned Lord wlio fpoke the 
lafl, had (evcrally aflerted, though in a clifTeicMt manner, 
that that Houfe was not competent to inquiie into the exer- 
cife of the executive power, and controul his MajeftyV fer- 
vanrs in the adminiftralion of government. 1 he hrft con¬ 
tended more dire<Stly that any interference of that Houfe 
would be politive violation of the confiitution, and an ufurp- 
ation of the right of the crown. 7 ‘lic honourable gentle¬ 
man did not venture to go that length; byt in part acknow¬ 
ledging the right of parliamentary interference or controul, 
arguing upon the policy or exj’ediency, fald, that whenever 
Parliament had interfered, it had always been attended with 
bad confequences. The learned Lord denied that ever anv 
fuch interference had happened, and defended the propriety 
of this prefumed rule, becaufe he faid miiiiflers as being en- 
trufted with the cxercife of the executive power, were ulti¬ 
mately refponfible for the raealores they recommended, and 
for the means they had adopted for carrying them into execu¬ 
tion : in fiiorty whatever form this fpecies of argument was 

. . made 
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made ToaiTume the reri>e6Lve fpeakers, the conclufion was 
fubhantially tlie fame, the Pailiaim iit h.id no right, or hav- 
ing a nglrt, that they never exercif tl it ; or, when they did, 
that it u'wavs proved^injurious to the pu' lie welfare. 

I hat Par li. nietit hail inch a right, tliat they had exercifed 
it; a:id that il was a right ol tire very elfence of the coitlli- 
tiiiiori, was, he helievnl, iirccnteitihlv true,; for if there was 
no cuiillitiJtional check or coi^troul upon the executive power, 
but that according to tire f rms of tlie conftitutiori, the 
Crovvtt could declare war, make peace, and enter iuK* treaties 
anil conipa^is either wmtIi f •rei-j.n powers era part of our own 
frrhjfi^ls, \%ithout cnntroul or advice, thin the maxim uluch 
fays that the executive is fnhordinare to the legiflative power, 
would he exartly reverfed ; for the executive, and not the 
legillatlve, would he the fupreme power. 

Jiut taking the learired l ord’s a-gument fairly, what vva.s 
it; hut that there might he furh .1 tower vefied in Pailia- 
ment, and that as it never had, fo it ought nevfr Irereafrer 
to be exercifed, hecr.ufe minihets were ultim *tely refponfilde 
to Parliament for their meaiuies and the executioai ot them. 

He was perfuaded that the learned Lord could not ferioufly 
mean what Iv* Lemed to maintain fo very warmly ; for it 
would amount to this, that Parliament had the right, but that 
they ihould forego the exercife ot it, at the very moment 
only in which any national good could he expedfed from it; 
namely, when the folly, inahility, and ohrtinacy of miniilers 
had invited national dellrurflion ; when they appeared to l>e 
ultimately determined to perfiH m the fime ruinous mcafures 
which had produced our pref iit national calamaties; and fi¬ 
nally, when they were running forw'ard in order to precipi¬ 
tate our fare. No, no, faid the learned Lord, let minillers 
go on; when they have totally ruined us, then will be the 
time for Parliament to call them to account. 

His [.ordfliip, after endeavouring to expofe the ahfurdity, 
fallacioufnefs, and fophiflry of fuch a flile of argument, en¬ 
tered pretty fully into the debate, and after reprobating the 
American war in all its parts, and deferihing its authors no 
lefs inimical to the libert ies of Great Pritairi than America, 
concluded his fpeech with teftifyinghis warmeft and moft uti- 
referved approbation of the motion made by his lionourable 
friend. 

Lord Duncannm fupported the motion warmly ; he con¬ 
tended that the Americans*had taken up arms in their own’ 
defence ; and be the iflue what it might, the evil advifers 
who had impofed upon their Sovereign, Parliament, and the 
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nation, ought to he deemed folely lefiionfiMe for the coufe- 
quences, and he made no dcjuht would he made io. 

He m^dft iorne farther f)>irit(d o' fetvatinns on m rtrrs 
which had come from the oppo/iie benches; hut the Houle 
grew To difordi ily that we could not dili*ii'dtly fu ar hi‘ I.oid- 
/]iip; he faid he heartily app oved of >he niotion ma le hy 
his lionourable friend. 

The oppofite benches growing extremely vociferous, and 
calling cut lt)udly for tin* queflion! tlie cjuHlion! Mr. fox 
prefcniing himkif to rp[)Iy, it was fome mijunes hefe-re the 
Speaker could lertore ordn ; ..t length order being enfoiced 
from the CJuir, 

Mr. Fox proceeded He began with returnitig thanks toMr. Fo> 
the Houfe for the difpofition they ihewtd to mdulge him 
with a few words hy way of reply, c^r rather for the purpofe 
of giving a few explanations rcfpe£fing loine very pl.iufib’e 
ohjec^'hons whirli had been laiftd againlf two or three of his 
hrongeft arguments He was the more obliged to the Houfe 
foi tins indulgence, hecaufe, accoiding to the ftiicfl rules i'll 
parliamentai y order, he was not entitled to iile f. cond time 
to fpeak to tlie fame quidlion; feelir.g, therefoie, the c hliga- 
tion whicli heow(d the Houle, he ll.cndd n pay it in the only 
way it was in his power to repay it, tlril waN hy being as 
brief as poihhle, and not adding a lylbihle, which did not 
ftein to him to be necHlaiy foi tho illnlliation of hi.s former 
arguments, or in fucli inllances as he had been mifundci f'inod, 

01 his lenliments inilrejncl'-nti^d. 

ntti r this exotdimii, lie bud it was his tiurv, as it w as 'hat 
of every individurd in that all’cml ly, wdio called upon the 
reprefeiitativiw ot the people to unite in opinion w ith him 
upon a particular rneafure of policy or legillation, to do every 
thing in his powtr to fliew that the mealure fo propofed was 
a wife and inlut-ty one, and that the ebjeiSlions made to it 
were either frivolous or unfounded; under this call he now 
rofe, and entreated a candid and patient heating. The no¬ 
ble Lord at tbe head of the American depaitment had re- 
courfo to a very extraordinary and novel fpecies of logic, to 
prove that he was not millaken in his expefValions refpetSling 
the loyalty of the inhahitants of North Carolina: hiv Lord- 
ftiip faid, that Lord Cornwallis was miflaken as well as he, 
which amounted to tliis; in every given fituntlon that could 
be fujipofed or imagined, tl.at a perfon being originally 
wrong, as foon as another pej^fon happens to coincide with 
him in opibioii) from that inflant he becomes right; and for 

what 
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what reafonr* tlie noble Lord hinifelf has told you: the no¬ 
ble I jord himrelf was wrong, Lo>d Cornwallis helped to 
confirm him in hismiftake', and of courfe they arc each fepa- 
ralely right, becaule ho'h are in the wrong. 

Hut not wiihing io catch at words, iiifiead of realities; 
what aic the true grounds fays Mr. Fox, on which the noble 
Lord niaint'iins that the North Carolinians aie loyal?—His 
l.ordfliip fays, (jeneral Ciieene has been obliged to draw the 
hibiiltence of Ins army from the neighbouring piovinces; 
the [Tt'oplf t>| Caiolina w’ould not lupply him no more than 
Lord Cornwallis; that is, agieat inajoiity of the inhabitants 
of North Caiolina with weJi to govLMiwiK'nt, and abhor the 
tyranny ot the Congrels; and how do they u-tuin the obliga¬ 
tions they ow'e to the loyal army? Whv, tluy icfufe all 
kind of aid or ufliftanceto their faviours and ptote^Jfors, and 
treat t'nofe wdio come to releafe them from the bonds of ty¬ 
ranny exatflly as they do their tyrants and opprelibrs, by 
refufing all aid or fuccoiir whatever, 

O! fays the noble I^ord, that is not the cafe; the loyal 
inhabitants would do otherwife if they could do it with fate- 
ty. They made one attempt, but it mifcairied; and thofe 
who made it were facrificed to tlie refentmenls of their en¬ 
raged hiethren. Surely he was in a dream, 01 the noMe 
Lord did not mean to be fenou'-, when he laid, that to gieat 
and able a geneial as (-.ord Cornwallis confeflirdly was, in the 
heart of a loyal and friendly country, and at the head of a 
victorious army, were the good difpofiiion of 'he inhabitants 
and their eager nefs to repair to the royal ftandard as tiue as 
it had been eonfideiuJy alTerteil, vvc'uld abandon tbe pofi. 
Surely the noble Loid at the head of the American depart¬ 
ment would not gravely affert, that under fucb Circvimftan- 
ce^ it was poftibie that Lord Cornwallis could have relin- 
quifiieil all hopes of improving the advanr..ges he had obtain¬ 
ed, without at the fame time infinuating the feverefit libel 
upon the railiiary conduCf of the noble coiniiiander. He was 
in his fonl convinced of the contrary; he was perfuaded the 
nohle Lord at the head of the Southern American army was 
beyond the reach of any fuch infidious infinuarion, if any 
fuch was intended. The truth was, his Lordihip met no 
friends, when w'eighed in theoppofite fcale againfl his nume¬ 
rous enemies; and after doing all that an officer in his fitua- 
tion could do, he was obliged to abandon all hopes of fac- 
cefs, becaule, like every other officer, he had been deceived • 
on two grounds; he had been cheated in the firll inflance, 

and 
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: !.,orJ !\lan i.iiUi ■ wnulii ot-a ta.’it. -Ii.il takir- , u 
n.!..a, .Ii.il rct.’tin:; 'i n in t!}?-' \(ry nj'sn'i^j i:] iz v, .is 

infoji'k-ii t > kj <ij^ the uivifrft.intiini; of tiu' Mi ii'n.*, 

it uhis kiu.w, . ■( ih lii* tiifi) il'). tl, to '1. tc 1 and t;:- 

po'.c LI c }>:ihiy y \v!i c!i lay Intkuit;; ini.l. v it. 

rheri" twf> rh’eifls v'. !■ 1; princ ip.il!y 

fix.'il the attent lOii ci tlia* i'fl uf tiie ‘iturt-' on wh.uli 
Jif h il tJ)e }uui..«ui to fit; tj.-c, thi- mainteii.'iisce of 

tiic iiipit,nit: lights td the Itgiilauiii, tij tlindt, pti'p iinul, 
ai'.d fo aUy d'jttTmine. on what fu giit or oug t nor to he 
afl'ertecl <m coiictti'd, i«i i«-!pe<ft of the ighrs or • l inn'; or this 
counrrv over Ameiica, 1 Ih^- inheient tight was never proftf- 
fedlv contiove.tvd in that Houfe by thehoUlefl: or moH iinidicit 
minilienal ll ; hut t!iis tn :ht, for the lull time, Ite heard the 
primciple deined, or, vvhich was the fame thing, endeavoured 
to he let alide. T he general principle of minittetial r-fpi^n- 
lihlliry was oppofcti to the right of PaiHament to interfere. 

^Hitherto he had cortllantlv heard, that tins a as a Parliameit- 
t.ary war, a legiflative war^ a w^ir not to extend or :i'cr'':ire 
the power or prerogative of the Crown; no, but a war fpt-ci- 
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ally undertaken to vimiicjte the fupremnry of V'arli.iini 
anil its legifluiive iupe!intcn.lance uiiii contioul o\i i 1 ,'x rY 
part ot the Jiritilli (Miiniii-j Im’ to d.iv it hasluMi lenr If tf*cl 
as a minillerial war, iii the ci'iiticul (d' ivliich P.irhaint'nt 
have not t!ie leall pieti-nce tu int. rfc \c nor to ^itU r thei. uJ- 
vice, unlt.l'' ihev are ilitei i ined *. i. lau- the co.iSliiution, 
anti ufurp the cxeicilc ol th' f ,',e- .iiw power. 

)jis was the unitorsTJ '<* !i> !ii hv thofV vvl”' in.on- 

tained tl"’'’* pi opi i.:i v, tiu' necffhcv, aotl l v <4 the 

/itnenc-in v\ ar tih l!j,s cveti-ng; \vh>‘ii, I’oi iiu iiiw 'viors lie 
heaul tliat the war was no hvic’,- r a ..Miy n i, hut 

a niinifle! ia] one. Ihirh.'j:,!",' I..*, i, . c 'Oi ".iiii''i n^'it 
to Hitei fcie, illy fjirie oi-^' ■-...m n.-. Jr. ■; •» i-; 

heraiif'r;i.; i awls of Pit ; !■ r', aiii'^ w iP i !.» ,iii!.nih,n 

thev Will he , iinpi.'Vi ^ ; .ti! ■ itoP i-<d 

;. v', w :ri • li’!.*I'j 


aovancio'’ ine :ii,vu , 


I the Lr 


able io iiii'noii‘to the ijfie I’.t ot t;.i i i(.t i .''••ity 

to .ivfl acce.!\i,ii. to i!,c' . 


■ Cf ii‘ 


!!'■ 1 l’ !I t Min- 


itance. v. ‘-h'l 


ch ’.'.i:'” eii'' in (i.t’cout'c (.!' t . ,m >* • in. 

I ?! I'f'I !■, n ii t! :''‘i.'nn il'palp./iL'ami muI,','' nOiMdf.'fi ns: 
if tr.i.nih'.s ’ eie to to li.e . fx', taiil'.h. v, 

lhar c Iiiiior In ; the ■ .ncjit';!, i i, .s'l, .i :’v 

o'.ls.i’.ve war ; th' 'h n; i*'. ■ ih i'-'o -a,le P n in- 


■ t'' >11- 

/Oil , n- 


tfi'i i) I'l the prc.'itjcui vji) <>; i! •, *' li . ,(.• lO n . t 

I'i'-ie: hot as loon as a pit po’,r-o mav'i , 

I-.apienc to iiueiltie; iu>, > i -, ' >. li,. i.-rv : . a nt- i, 
Pariiaiiient liave no iig!)f to ('n' in-r, :r via.y In-ii, wou'd 
it he iK'Jific in prtuli.n: fen > ,> m l-i to ■■>(}. 

A her he Jae. 1:1 tl " : icfi- !>».",,U--’ l”ali:l' ! til.-* Con- 

tratlic’ory 1 'iignagt' ia-M hy niinihci a it tai..‘d rhi it ure- 
lent pi'ipoih, he p!occ-eded 10 g've fpixii'ic .aih-vei^. in fuLh 
gentloiiien as had iincli rtal.eii lo contioveit the groniuls and 
propnity of his mot,on. 

A light honouiahle genileman on the floo.', who had ho¬ 
noured him with. Ltr' name of ftier.d [Mr, Rigby > had ; aid 
him compliments which he wms not fo vain or foolifli as to 
think were vveli founded. He felt no cimfcioufntfs that 
the right houourahle gentleman’s eulogies were fitly applied 
wherever his own condu£f furnifhed tiie lubieCt; but hap¬ 
py as he was in the gofnl opi’ ion and fnendlhip of the 
right honourable gentleman, he fincerely wiflied tliatheliaJ 
forborne that part of his fpeech altogether, for he never, as a 
^eAlmony of kindnefs or good will, accepted what «.*me ac-. 

companied 
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comiianietl Witli indifcriininafe cenfun'S upon tljfjfe wliom he 
held tnoft doar> or Witli whom he was molt intiniaieiy Cvjn- 
nected. 

'J he light honoorvi!.:; i’nys*that cv'ery .jdrnirii- 

Arat'Oii I; )te h.': k'c( m'ioii i.'i h.s piciunt Majriuy, Itri them 

dihu’ice roon .*!i,iT o;h,t'^ iy'iiiis liii.y H'igtji, wcro .»t leall 

unr.'omc'M nt''-v', tlir.t of in\ir.g ar d i otioiog America. ’I'he 
r'giit horvaifa'gt nihmuir. Ill 'a warthth t/ p dltica! 7,eal, 
and iiuiii-i'j v'''th ihr moii ! coiifidtPCL oi .Iil fk 'e- 

lit\ ol loi .k^a^ris that adrn’nlAraj'nn. who 

paired the A.Jl, lii, po’tc * rht' p. i!<:,pl;‘on 'v)nrh tlie 

Anirrir.m \vm - '-m:- '! <"1: ih.-' tiit- n-al political ar- 
iangMiiciif ki!.'‘/I .he m' p C' ol ai Niavqui , ;\ jv-in- 

hcr ot ihi-'Otliit '■oiij.-, lop^.oiii.l ihei.t’i'" pi iiicipl',’. when, 
hy iTpe,t:i' ^;a:^p ' t, i:,.; / aii-jittd .m -.tueondislonai 
rigiit and <!:'n’ 1:'w', thj cnenrrv ovt-r A'l'e.ina hv r>.iii'.ng 
the ditl.u.'Ti i\ hiw. 1 :rxt .A IminitliarMn 1, riiargcd hy 
the light ho'u i. Me- lVO' h> 'nan w ’.T!) ln!J ’WU) ’ the tametjack 
whieli had h on t;.'.' >1 saJi 1 '< 1 h''ir pn d. d iiors in olTice; 
and .! juAlv !iit inui. ll.ed and C' L o, .;*<.d ii. itltnan, feme time 
dec-at-l, Hilda ’.imo 1 "jk;. . ]•, irl id Ch'rham and tl.el^iikeef 

Cirah' ii who Ujc f■1 1 •. d'r.Ava! l ia '.'ah-iA-'s councils, 
are lj)«( lail'. pomren out 'nv 1 he rgh.i iu'MouT.:.'Ic gentleman, 
as heing thi* piomult 1ed tlir Ih.i t l>uty and lending 

trou; s fu holii'i) to iiiloic til'* i' p,ak execution (>i that la.w, 
n hev are i. pielenti -.l as ti.a' nv^ in the footAepv of the two 
prtced'r.g iulmnnltraiionu, lo Oi t<) prove the right honour- 
al)le geolleina’i’s allerlion to the unlmiitcd extent in which 
lift woiihl t.avk' it cre-htekl; ih.it evrrv adminiibation, and 
evei V man of eveiv p.irrv in -a puh ic lituation, had pledged 
themfelves to the lupport and maintenance of the American 


war. 

The ligh.t lioMonrahle gentleman, not contented with ge¬ 
neral aifiirmns, had puAied the charge ftill farther, down 
to the luhn i* commencement of hollilities, and to events of 
even .1 I n ,i r d .le; and as a farther conhrmation of what be 
hasCiK' 00 the inhiedf, has del'ci ibed the American war to have 
been in i s origin and progrefs a moft pooolar war ? Before I 
procptil t.> continvei't the honourable gentium 'n’.sconclufions, 
feeling as I do, 1 hiul myieif compelled, from a juft and 
well founded refentment, to vindicate the ch:ira6fer of fome 
* perfons, whom the right honourable gentleman has tliouglit 
proper to load with ill-foun ied a^^icrlions, in the obfervations 
he has made in this part ol his fpeech. 

4E2 The 
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The right honourable gentleman concludes his obferva: lorrs 
thus; “ Muiviy, if the American war be wickfd rtn:;o.r', 
unjull:, and bloody; if it was planned wi^h toily, prof-t u -1 
with crueity, and ultimately tends to lU'iunal d d.u-Mioi ; 
the ieveral perloiis tims deicribed, having ma niameil t-».» 
prin' iph’ on which the war was cotninenced, and apjn u rd 
of the nv'aiures which actually produced r, vveie ctjuaiiy 
unjufi and cn: 1, and blinded with the fame ipiiit of pt-; •-f-: 
as ih(*f' 'o whole lot it had fallen to c.irrv the 'iiciiuies 

' ^ j 

into t M c ut ion wImcIi Iirooght on this j'/ecrahle war 

I 'ill rooi t tue nglir hoi.oufuiile g{ ntlrma;! on h;*: ow»n 
cnr.'. I'.ifiO!!; i awi K.:Jy to j in ijuie with him fin ihoijierjrs, 
and aii.jw ih.il al! lie* h .s faid and inlinvi.ited is Ibiyiv confo- 
nant to truth; tiia they would he wicktd and ciu J, if they 
h.id ei'.lur pro-noted or approv'd of lueli a wai ; Ini!' 1 d-) 
avei, that thu elia ge is not lonmlcd in hut ditec'ilY re¬ 

pugnant la fan, ev( " to ceioorrihh: eon-"'uiiot*s ; and, Idgh 
and no'Ae-rii liy l-Ji’poried as that honovrahle gentleman Hands 
in iht. Held' out of it, 1 v*>,)ultl leconimun.; to him to be 
ti'oiiif rat< in h . iaeg.'.ige vvliLn he makes fnch pofitive 
ch.ii a *-. aitd di.iv.tiicii i. v. re cencliilicns ;igiinli lome of 
llie great* ft and r.'ioh- r;-dncC,ta‘dc charaC*-'rs in this country. 

1 am PMdy t > d-.c ..le mv opinion of the vighr lionourahlc 
gt nth man's integritv aor! rihilirie*-; ! am willing to give full 
eiC'iii ti> ills .nieiii' IIS deei.'.r.itiVf; <,f t\r motives on which lie 
iiCe'd; ! ihai'K him lor In vetv mrable, hut unmerited 
i'jntiment • ielipecimg ti> iirigniflcant a j-erfon as I am, wliom 
he has th jugiii lit to exalt into a d.egiee of conlcqucnco to 
which I am by no means cniilled; but wldle, in ihe midft of 
this ni-w cl kindn<Ts 1 hear my deareft friends and connexions 
direftly < r indliedlly charged (with what I think the worft 
and h'ack ft of crimes) as the autliors of a fyftcm, or the 
fimpnrt'rs of meafures which led to, and pioduced ti'.e Ame¬ 
rican war, I V annot accept of any appearances of triendftiip 
upon fiich terms; not can I fit filent without profefilng my 
urmoft tlifapprohatiun of aifertions every way fo ill founded, 
and argumeius fo fophillica! and fallacitnis. 

I am ready to appeal to every impartial perfon in this 
Uouf*;, whether there is not an immenle difterence between 
a Ipccidari ve aftertion of a right, and the enforcing that right 
witli the point of the bayonet? T would appeal to thofe who 
hear mt-, whether there be any fimilitude between regula- . 
lions of commerce and adfual taxes? But I Hull avoid en- 
Tcrmg into particulars at fo late an hour, and only refer to 

the 
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the conduct of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and the 
noble Lord near him at the head of the American depart¬ 
ment:— What was the language of the former? We muft 
and will have a revenue from America;! not a pepper-corn, 
m rely to maintain an ideal and unprofiiahle right; but a 
clear, fubftaniial. and productive revenue.” What was the 
language of the latter? ‘‘ Not to lillen to any terms fhort 
of uncond'.i io.ial iubmidlon ” What was the puiport of the 
noble fiord’s cnncii-aio!'* piopolirionshut to lax the colonies 
hv I’lXfxy ? th.if is, ilirc' loi'ies to tax themlelves, and the 
j>i«>(hn:e M he il ho ne to tirrat Britain, to be at 

the ddonlal of tl'.o Brjrilli :'arii2!Ti'*nt. What again was the 
condurl t't the j-po^de nf 'Mnerica? why they rehrted it as 
one man, from one end of the ?\f>rth Ameiican continent to 
the o ner. The C’c^’oiMe''’. jefilied both jirincipies equally; 
they teljlled t :xai!on i'' in.tance, and foreign legiflatioii 
in ihe other; they detcrmliiL-d, uua vhCj to legiflate fur and 
tax I hem lei "er. 

After evjd.tining himfelf very fully, in order to fliew that 
none of the erei.t and reij;e.':*al)](* names nor their friends, 
went t' c lerj;* . of aCifial i.iXatioii or legiflation in any in- 
ll.inc-'^', hut f'’ fir .0 the I iU t might have reference 1.0 com- 
iTtM ‘.d ’.egtihni.'M and mutual benefi*, he fpoke of his own 
and n!‘- fneud.s’ conduot: relative to the p .fiing of the Boflon 
Port l-'.ll. 

I'hf rghl honoura’de gentlt^man fays, that the Boflon 
Port I'M 1 !'.'d d wth-lur a d'V ifion, \''ir]tout a debate, or any 
kind of oi’pnririon what-Vf-r. He has ilated tins circum- 
flanc<\ to iiu’w limt rlK' nt'alurt s which immediately pro- 
ducf'd ihe Arneric.in war mcr wnth the apjirobation of all 
p.mi-ns; hut the Ir. .'nii hie ge'‘tle,n:'n'!i argument upon the 
pieliiired {aCls i.s as fnda ious as the faiSl Itlelf is ill found¬ 
ed. 1'he K lion r.^rt I'dl w.is oppoled in fevaral of its 
flages ;—1 oppofed it mtfVP, faid Mr. i'ox, and there arc 
ma’iy gentlemen willhn my hearing who alfo very ftrenuoufly 
oppofed it. ’i he right honourahle gentleman avers, that it 
was not oppoled inciilier Houfe of Parliament. Th'>ugh it 
mav not he rjn.te regular to take notice of what paib d on 
that occahon in the oliter Houfe, I am warranted in anfwer- 
ing an argument fuppoued ujum furh gtound ,* and I am war¬ 
ranted to do th s upon equal aurj'or'^^y; toi 1 know there 
•was an oppofition made to the Bo On Bort Bill in tbf* other 
Hou'e as welias m ilns; hut I w?!l exphhn to the honourable 
gentleman what he i ems to have forgotten, for I am not to 
prefuine that ha purpolelv omitted it. 

2 * • • The 
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The reafon why there was not fo ftrenuous and regular an 
oppofirion to thatmeafure, and that no divifion enfued, was 
this:—Ihe riot in Bofton and the deftruflion of the tea 
was reprefented hy'minifters as a partial riling, confined to 
that town alone, and not countenanced by any perfons of 
property even there; and highly dilapproved of by the lead¬ 
ing people in the Province of Maflachufets Bay, and repro¬ 
bated throughout all the other Colonies. Such being the 
prelinned fails, as Bated hy tltole who recommended the 
mealure; with what requeft did they come to Parliament? 
“ That, as It was but a local inrurrei^ion, or rather popular 
tumult, which arole among the very dregs of the people, the 
hill would as loon as known have the effeit of relloring 
peace, good order, and legal government; and fhould it 
prove otherwife, a regiment or two then under orders to re¬ 
pair thither would immediately, without farther trouble or 
any ed'ulioii of blood, force the townfmen into an obedience 
to the laws. As the language of the day was, the fword and 
the olive branch would be prefented, and ofFenders would be 
left to their option. 

This, 1 am free to contend, was the true Bate of that 
tranfuSlion; but at the time, I defy the right honourable 
gentleman to fay, that it was fo much as hinted by any per- 
Ibn in a reCponfible fituation, that the Parliament of Great 
Britain had any intention of enforcing any claims of univer- 
fal taxation, unlimited Jegiflation, or unconditional fubmif^ 
lion. 

The right honourable gentleman, and feveral others who 
have fpoken lince, particularly the learned Lord who fpoke 
lately (Lord Advocate of Scotland) have made, what they 
feem to think, a nioB important dtfeovery, that 1 have de¬ 
clined to move a vote, declaring the American colonies in re- 
fiBance independent; though, fay they, my motion goes 
precifcly to the fame point. If this is meant to hold out to 
the Houfe, that while I profefs one thing i mean another, 
nothing, 1 do aflure you, Sir, can be more unfounded; for 
to he very plain, had not I other reafons hut fuch as might 
militate againB the mere naked queBion of declaring Ame¬ 
rica independent, I Ihould not hefitate a Tingle moment upon 
what was proper to be done; for, thinking as 1 do, that 
America is loB, irrecoverably loB to this country, we could 
Jofe nothing by a vote declaring America independent; hut I 
had even more than one reafoii: the BrB and moB prelBng 
motive on my mind was, that 1 did not choofe to go the full 

length 
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length of what 1 feared, we mnft, in the end, he obliged to 
conl\nt to; what 1 know we mnft, wiihour r(;ferve, c- nfent 
'*>—to i.'eclare America indepeiiili-nt; becaule Inch a decb- 
>0. on our part, being a,- ulriinatum, might hr'gtt Pill 
’ ■ “i rioiis in the minds of the people of America on 
■ ■ . - I . , e.mr. The other, that although we rtiouid 
1*1 r of in^lepelulen'. c, we are not fo fully and 
.i'Uiai- ted \' ')■ tlie CiMiiK'iflion between P rance afid 

' V 4 ^ 

• ' t.i^iobv, ihe point <'f independence being 

c. . Tarn(1, ' 1 ■wuuld not imp:-)\e lliat circuiiiltance to 

h"! t vn i' ii ..(lva:i::'.g?, a.ul (»n timt ground u-gi’ farther 
cl.!:i; lotoinply v/irh wlilch h th the inicrcft and inaiour 
ot couinrv nu ll he lacnnced. 


/'S to .'ne mere htigle propofitii'n, whether America might 
with. ; roptietN hedecJai- d ln«lepi'n.cle'',t, ahflraiSled from other 
confidei;o\'ns, it is pciieiftly ritl’culcus to debate about it in 
this lioiife thir evening. Amei jca, as the right lumourahle 
gentfeu .10 h -s c .nt bed, is alre:; !v nulepciulen* ; and, as he 
well obfei^’ 1 '-'fah- to be cwiii^d ed, in one light, as a 

public ene ny. 1 moft heartily agree vv.tli the right hnnour- 
ahle gentleman, that ihe is independent ; 1 may po/riI)ly dif- 
agtee with liim, when 1 affirm again, tiiat liiewill and muft 
be independent. 

It is, howe.er, impoffible to fay, witli any degreeof con¬ 
fidence or precifinn, to what extent or elfedf the other evils 


the ho'^ourahle genrieinan predidls may he- averted; rucli as 
the fafery of our V\'efi India iflands, &c. hut t!iis I am in my 
own mind anihorifed to fay, were it ii ’t that coiu iliatoi y, 
healing, and fiiendly negociation, may ell'ec^ much in pre¬ 
venting the bad confequences which a vote, declaring Ame¬ 
rica independent, miglit be produiSlive of hereafter, 1 fhoiiid, 
inftea 1 of making the motion I Imve done, directly have 
moved, that the American fiate.s be declnivd independent. 

The honourable gentleman who tpokc later (Mr. Adam) 
pppofes the prefent motion, upon what appears to me novel 
ground. The honourable gentleman fays, or at leaft he is 
pleafed to fupnofe, that verv few inftances have ever happen¬ 
ed in which the Legillature interfered, or offered to control 
the executive power; and the only mftanre wdiicli he feems 
to have any knowledge of, or has thought fit to ftate, he 
fays, proved injurious to the State, i hat it w.as not the 
only inilance, I (hall prove by-and-by ; that it had the effetSl 
imputed to it, wants much better and more relative proof 
than that adduced by the hon'burahle gentleman. The 

honoutable 
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honourable gentletritn hns <leemt;il it proper to ftate certain 
fa< 5 ls relative to the inteili*renc of Parliament in the leign of 
King William, rer; C« 5 ling the ccniliicSl of the affairs of Ire- 
land. He im.ig'nes l)»e allairs oi Ireland went wrojig, on ac¬ 
count of tl't* interference of Parliament. lie carrl‘'S his um- 
gination 11:1! farlber, by fayntg- tiut th's inter orence re'ardl. 
eci the redudtion and letriern'.nr of that kingdom, and as a 
confecjcence cffthe evil t-lb'dls ol parliamentary interfrrence, 
be is pie: Iki to con: 1 ud.", that as loon as irx.i.:'Vd, fo loon 
the atfaiis of Irt'laiul began tc wear a b-rt; r .ilp ■ t, ;)ivl at 
lengtli vi'ere happil V and cite:u:aliy tc^inf’iMted,, 'This appe.ars 
to me a ftring of luppofilioiis from the beg nniug to the md. 
No proof; iioihing more ll»an mere alf . ram is offered. ;n 
fupjiort ot either the pielutned facts or lueal confequep.ces; 
and when, with infinite ivludtnnceg I lind inylell cnniprlled 
to meet fucli an argunienr, it it may be called on , I fef 1 
myfelf urgul to meet it in the only way in which it can he 
met, th«t of doubting or coinroverUng the faCAs, and of 
cotirfe denying the conclulions. 

1 thould, however, oblVrve here, that the honc^m aide gen¬ 
tleman, and the learned Lord ( \dv''cale of ‘■Ic to ally 

differ upon this point. "1 he noble I.otd alRrni'J, without re- 
ferve, that Pailiament liave nevei mterleied. The bonoui- 
able gentleman (?vlr. Adam) acknowlftlgcs that there lind 
been one inftance in which Pariiainent h.ul mterleied ; but it 
h.id 111iTeailied. 'Vo the hoiioui:il7le gentleman 1 aoiwtr, 
tliat the public dii'ap. ointment did not arile Iroin the nueife- 
rence of Pniliainent: and that theie were manv iiilLinces 

' j 

upon record where Parliament interfered, befidcs that which 
he mentioned. And to the learned Loid, tha'" it had not 
been an uiiufual or accidental interf-reiire, but originated 
fiom the very frame and nature of the conJlitu ion itltlf.— 
When the learned Lord, in ’particul r, afferted, wirh fo 
much confidence, that tlune had b en no one inllance in 
•which the Legillature exprelslv iiueifered between the Stale 
and the King’s fervaiits, or off red to control, or give ge¬ 
neral or fpecific diret^ioiis, I muff own, after what the ho- 
nourahle g'lH leinan, to whofe fjiecch lam iminediatelv al¬ 
luding, hadalleited, I was mucli furprifed; becaule, in the 
firft place, the honourable gentleman had furnifhed one ex¬ 
ample of tlie ct'iitrary; hecaufe tlie Hiffory of Kngland, 
fometimes with very good effect, and from tlie heff motives, 
gives frequent inflances that fuch a control has been exer- 
cifed by Parliament ; and fecondly, out of the numerous 

examples 
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examples which might he quoted, the coiuiutSl of Parliament 
in the courfeof the fucceffion war during the reign of Q^iscn 
Anne, furniflied a cafe exactly in point. At that time, as 
noW) there were two j>owerful parties in the nation ; one 
that thought it better to K t the Duke t>f Anjou mount the 
SpanUh throne, umlt-r tlie will of the late Sp.miili Monarch, 
than plunge the nation into a war, or perfevere in it when 
commenced; the other, who thought that the liberties of Eu¬ 
rope depended upon preventing at all rifques the Spanifli mo¬ 
narchy from being polleired by one of the children or branches 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, in the peiTou of the then compe¬ 
titor for the-w'own of Spain. But fee how exadlly both cafes 
tallied. I mean the prevailing politics of tliat day, comjiared 
with the propofed efledl of the prefent motion. I'he Parlia¬ 
ment of that day faid, no peace with Louis XIV. unlefs the 
Duke of Anjou relmquilh his prctenfions to the SpanilU mo¬ 
narchy, or, as it was then technically exprclTcd, no peace 
with France while Spain continues in the poflVlhon of one of 
the branches of the Houl'o of Bourbon. I fay, in conformity 
to that parliamentary vote, let his Majefty be addicffed hy 
this Houfe to give inftruiSlions to his Minifters to make peace 
with America. 

The learned Lord over’the way, whom I always hear with 
fo much pleafure, particularly when lie feems to be at all ac¬ 
quainted with his fubjeiEl, has been the fource of great enter¬ 
tainment this evening, and in nothing more than mhis mak¬ 
ing a public confeHion of his political tenets, or wliat he lias 
been plcafed to fHle Ins political creed or confefllon of faith. 
I always liften to whatever falls from the learned Lord with 
that degree of attention that is juftly due to it; hut when 
political creeds come from that fide of the Houfe, 1 confefs 
I am much better picafed to hear them come from perfons 
ading in refponfdde fituations; otherwife they are mere 
idle, floating opinions of individuals, who, however refped- 
able the perfons may be that deliver them, can live but for 
the moawent, and are by no means binding in future, nor in 
fad have any real reference, even to the exilling ineafares at 
the time. 

The learned Lord has, however, with a candour which is 
natural to him, and with a fenatorial fpirit of independence 
which does him infinite honour, told the Houfe, that he dif- 
dains to walk in miniilcrial trammels, even in the harnefs 
* of his noble friend, the noble Lord in rlie blue ribband. He 
fays tliat he never could have thought of enteiiiig into a 
VoL. III. 4 F treaty 
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treaty with o«i rcheliious fubjeiVis fo long as they continued 
to refill tin:cl.iitns of chi': counliy vvith aims in their bands. 
He *vT.' ior lio treaty ; no concciTions ; he would heir of no 
terms; and was rciolved never to concede upon any iniertiie-’ 
diate uegociarion Unhappily lor this nation, ii feems the 
learned Lord had ti.en fonned no conne' 5 lions on this fide of 
the I weed. His Lorf’fiiiji was then no more than an indi¬ 
vidual, c<]u.nl!v hiciidly or inimical to tire noble Lord in the 
blue ribband a. (i inlllers, and to thedr opponents. Ho had 
then, 1 fay, no rtiilucnce vrith tlv' Mini^’er arifing fiom per- 
fonal intimacv, and the confidence ulucl. generally accom¬ 
panies it. So far fiom it, tha* the learned L''rd honeftly 
avows, that among all th ’ tiit nds of (joverniiicnt in this 
Houle, he only, and an homuiabie genllenian whom Ido 
not fee in hisjilace, [Mr. b.lloj had tlie public virtue to dif¬ 
fer from the Minister on thf- p dioy of his concliatva y pvo- 
pofition ; and tlv'y onlv lunl the political fmeliglit to lf»ok 
forward to the confe<]ULiices which this nnUaken meafure 
would uitimati ly pioduce'. \ fie learned Loid, puiluinghis 
fixed line of cojuiudl, Iiont'diy cr'nb'fl'es he voted for i vcry 
queltion refpetfling the American war, and for the moii vi¬ 
gorous exertions. He fiivs faithci, that be neve; conceived 
a ficond opinion on the lul*)t6l; and that il the v.hoie gifiund 
was tv' be trod over .ag.iin, he would purlue the fan e hue of 
conduv^, fiep by fi-p. 'j’axation ami legiflation ovtr the co¬ 
lonics were the great • bjeifls lie , topofed at tl»e fiutlet in ob¬ 
tain, and, in the true Ipiiii of fic 'd iiefs, lie liad never Swerv¬ 
ed, but had iii!(‘d!v puifued the paths which lie had pievioufly 
chalked oil! 10 (iiinlelf. 

I arn wtll peil'uadeil of the learned Lord’s great abilities; I 
am cipnlly r. nvi'ucd oi'liis integrity ; c.ii 1, uivc me leave to 
fay. tli.il 1 a;n gc.iiaralU alLonillied at the'^ n.i ti'Cl ud's of his 
me; .' I V i»ui, gieat .'lb liis tai nts conlelL'dy ait,unfhaken 
as 111* integritv, and wond'.rful as his mt^mory may be, I 
mufl I'.i eh: of the truili of the iiiftoiy the learned i.ord has 
g'y. n of h'S own political lile, his fieadiiicfs, and his other 
public virtues, in tiiu Ihupe in which he has thought fit to 
bring them f<> v.ard. 

I'lie leaiiied Lon! faid, and I impute the aflertion folely 
to a failuie of memoty, that he • ever difiered with tin Mi- 
nifter but in tli^ inftance already mentioned.' N’ow, if I am 
wrong, the lei rned Lord, I dare fay, will let me right; but 
I think I may fay, nay, I may with confidence affirm, that 
the learned Lord, fo far from continuing to fupport the prin¬ 
ciples 
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ciples of taxation and legiflation, uncoMditionally, and with¬ 
out referve, was one ot the firft perCous, after the noble i ord 
in the blue ribband, who fupported ihe bills, (in thefuring 
1778) declaring, that the people «>£ America ihould iiever 
he taxed by the Britidi Parliament; that not a fhiling ihould 
he drawn from that country by way of revenue, nor a fliil- 
ling railed there iliould he dilpofeable, in any Ihnpe, or under 
any pietext, by a iiritiih Patliament; that the Lolonies 
henceforward fliould be their own JegiJlators; and after hav¬ 
ing thrown away the lives of fifty thouOuul brave cii'zens, 
und (pent fifty millions of money, that all our claims over 
America fliould be relinquillted, and a mere nominal fove- 
leignty, or ideal, unprofitable conne£lion, he fuhAituted in 
lieu of thofe fuhflantial and high-founding pretenfions, fo 
ttblyftated by the learned Lord. 

I do not fay I have the moft retentive memory in the world, 
and 1 believe 1 have not the worlt. The learned Lord will, 

1 dare lay, dire 61 : me to the right path, fliould 1 deviate from 
it. Under this expeifation and correction, I believe 1 may 
venture to remind the lu ble Lordofliis exculpatory apology 
when 1 once before mentioned this, as a proof of his want of 
memory, at lealt, of his want of conilliencv. 1 hope, how¬ 
ever, that the learned Lord will ever remember it, after this 
night, and not again relapfe into the fame ftate of total for- 
getfulnefs. Mis Lordfliip’s anfwer was, tliat the Americin 
war ought to he purfued with firmiiefs and vigour till af*‘er 
Mr. Hurgoyne’s difaller; after tlut fatal event, the object 
being no longer attainable, anotlur fyllem of policy had be¬ 
come indil'penfably neceflary ; but if gentlemen will only 
attend to what fell from the learned Lord in ilie courfe ot his 
fpeech, they will colleCt that he has changed his political 
creed for the third time. He was firll for coercing Ameiica 
at all events. When all profpeCt of fuccefs vaniHied, on ac¬ 
count of the capture of the northern army, in 1777, ■'ara- 
toga, then he abandoned his fyftera, as no longer praciicalde; 
but now, for the third tiine, afier the learned Lord has ho- 
neftly and fairly contelTed, that all fuhlLintial expeCt.iHons 
of fuccefs are over, he has returned to his firil opinion, and 
thST upon worfe grounds than he firft took it up. He fays, 
now peace cannot be made, tliough there are no hopes even 
of fucceeding, nor ought it to have been made, fo long as 
► there were any hopes of fucceeding. 

The learned Lord has made a very long and moft eloquent 
oration on the great abilities and exalted virtues of a moft con- 
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iainmate llatefman lately Ueceafed, (Lord Chatham). My 
youth and habits of life aflbrded me very little opportunity 
ot being perfonally acquainted with that great Minifter; yet 
1 am fure no man, at any hdc of the Houfe, revtrenccs the 
memory of that miniller more than I do; neverthelefs, I 
would be lizard, by way of laying in my claim for others, 
who perhaps not exadlly tliinking with the deceafed noble 
].ord in every thing, have yet conferred great obligat-ons on 
tiicir country. I, inflgniflcant as I may he, might differ from 
his Loidliiip in fome tilings, my friends likewil'e might do 
the fame; 1 am happy, however, lhave it in my power to af¬ 
firm, without the riique of contradidlion, that the deceafed 
J^ord's ideas rcfpe£ling tlic commencement and profccution of 
the American war, were direiSlly repugnant to thofe purfued 
hy the piefent adniini/lrailon, andfo warmly defended by the 
learned Loid. 

'I 'he learned Lord has deferibed the deceafed Lord in a moft 
awful and afftfling fliuation, not direflly for the purpofes 
lie firft mentioned to employ his name; I mean to prove that 
his Lordfliip wras a friend of coercion; but merely to oppofe 
his dying opinion, reprobating in the vvarmcfl: terms any idea 
of dcclaiiiig America independent, to the tendency of this 
motion. 1 am fure that great flatefman was fincere, and 
might have been right in his opinion then; but is his opinion 
in 1778, lull when France was entering into the war, before 
Spain joined witli France, or was followed hy Holland; and 
more than all, before France dilputed the empire of the fea, 
and the Ameiican militia were transfonned, or difeiplined 
into legular troops; heloie, 1 fay, any of thefe circumftances 
could be known, is it fair to quote words, whicli could only 
liave weight when applied to matters as they tlieii flood, to 
anotiu r given fituation totally difierent ? 

But if the learned Lord is miflaken in the dedudliorihe has 
attempted to draw from the noble l.ord’s fpeech, the day he 
was llruck witli his kill illnefs, I am ready to believe that he 
could not have been in this part of the kingdom at the time 
lie Hates, othei wife he mufl have known that Lord Chatham, 
I'ofarfiom approving of the American war, reprobated it in 
the ftrongell manner pofTible in Pailiarnent; and before a 
finglc life had been loft, or a drop of blood (bed in America, 
made two motions; one by the w'-ay of bill, for qualifying the 
rights of both countries; the other by way of motion, for 
immediately withdrawing the troops from the town of 
Jiofton. 


Thefe 
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Thefe were his opinions before a Ihot had been fired on 
either fide; and it would be a very ncedieis and idle talk to 
go into an enumeration of the fevcral patriotic and noble 
ilruggles he made from rime to time; even the Lift felTioii 
he preached peace to minilters, in order toarrelt their unlkil- 
ful hands, and flop them in the mad career of blood and 
llaughter in which they had involved tlie whole Britilli em¬ 
pire from one comer to the other. 

He ent'-red into :i variety of explanations elucidatory of 
this part of his fpeech, and ag.iin proceeded in reply. 

The no!)le I.ord who fpoke fecond [Lord WellcoteJ had 
called the American war an holy war. 'fhe application of 
the word holy to the prefent war, may have appeared new 
to every gentleman prefent hut inyfclf. It is not new to me, 
and 1 will tell the Houfe why it is not. J was over in Paris 
juft at the eve of this very war; and Dr, Frankiyn honoured 
me with his intimacy. I remember one day converfing with 
liim on the fubjeft, and predidfing the fatal conlVquences, 
lie compared the principle of the war, and its probable cffecSls, 
to the ancient crulades. fie foretold, that our heft blood 
and our treafure would be fquandcreJ and thrown away to no 
manner of purpofe; that like the holy war, while we carried 
ruin and deftrudlion into America, we Ihould impovcrilfh 
and depopulate Britain; and while ws went thither, under 
the pretence of conferring temporal, not ghoftly henelits 
upon the vanquiftied, our concealed pui'poii; was to doflrny, 
enftave, or opprefs, as it promiled heft to anfwcr our ends; 
while, like the pretended martyrs, or r.eaiots, ia ancient 
times, we concealed, under this fair ftmlilnicf', every vice 
and paftion whicli conftitnted hninaii ucpinvity and human 
turpitude; avarice, levenge, ambition, and bale as well as 
impotent refentment. 

But if that was the op-nlon of that great philofonhrr in 
1776, how much flrongt r would the comparifon hold at poi- 
fent ? Like the Ciufaders in the holy war, %vlio 'went to light 
for the fejiulchre of our Saviour, and to poilhfs Paleftinc, in 
order to have the honour of guarding iIk"* fepulchrc, though 
the b od^ had been tranflatecl to anorliei pl.'.ce for many cen- 
turies'Jthc prefent minifteis, treading in thefoollleps of thole 
bloody and fenfelefs zealots, ft ill continued to contend for 
the poffeffion of an empty fepulchte; thev had relinquiflied 
taxation, they bad given up legifla^ion; they had even offer¬ 
ed to pay the debts of the Americans; and inftead of giving 
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them laws, of receiving laws * from them; but yet this holy 
land was to be made the feene of an holy war; becaufe at a 
former period they told Parliament and the nation, that they 
would tax and maSielaws for America. 

I beg , ardon. Sir; I truft to the indulgence of the Houfe. 
1 have not a lyllable more to add, hut to return my grateful 
thanks for the favour which has been fliewn me. I did not 
hear a word laid again ft my motion, but that it would lead 
to American independence; all therefore I have to fay is, to 
anfwer that ohjeclion, by taking upon me to predit^, that 
minifters themfeives, in the courfe of fix months from this 
day, will offer fbine propolition, fimilar to that which I have 
taken the liberty to fubmit to the Houfe. 1 know they will, 
I know they intend it; under which perfuafion, 1 truft the 
fate of my queftion to the fair, impartial, and unprejudiced 
judgment of the Houfe. 

Near twelve o’clock at night the Houfe divided on the 
queftion. yes 99; noes 172. 

June 13. 

On a motion that the Houfe refolve itfelf into a com¬ 
mittee of ways and means, on the propofed liargaia with the 
Bank, Sir Geotge Sarjile role, and defired before the Speaker 
left the chair, to know fiom the noble Lord in the blue rib¬ 
bon, whether his bargain with the dire6kors of the Bank had 
gone fo far, that the Houle not agreeing to it, would be at¬ 
tended with any material inconvenience : in other words, he 
faid he wiihed to know, whether the noble J^ord only came 
to Parliament to regiller his bargain? If he did, he would 
thank the noble Lord for candidly faying fo, becaufe in that 
cafe it would fave much argument, fince it would be idle to 
wafte the time of the Houfe in a long debate upon a matter 
fo far decided upon without doors, that it would be a mere 
mockery of the powers of Parliament to pretend to unfettle 
it. 

Lord North fuid, the inconvenience of not agreeing to the 
propoiltion, might poflibly be uled as an argument, oppofed 
to other arguments of another fort, but then it would be in 
the diferetion of the Houfe, to determine whether it ought 
to have weight or not. Certainly he had feen and treated 
with the diredtors of the Bank, and the propofition now 

, brought 

• Alluding to the offer made by the commilfioners, to permit de¬ 
ities from the provincial alfemblies to fit and vote in the Britifh 
Parliament. 
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brought forward by the petition already before the commit¬ 
tee, was the refult tf that treaty; but then he was far from 
meaning to urge, that becaiife he, as an individual, thought 
the propofition fuch as Parliament ought to agree i<>, that 
therefore Parliament neceiTarily njuft dc? lo. '1 he Moufe 
would judge for itfelf; bin ilnce he conlldered the agreeing 
to it to he a matter convenient to ilie public, it could not 
be wondered at it he ftioiiKl recue the not agreei;»g to it on 
the grounds ot inconvenience. 

Mit Gco ge Savilc faid, his ']uefl:iori was not anfwered;rir George 
that Parhaiueiit was to ju ’ge f'Ji* itlclf, and that the noble 
Lord ih "ight the propofuion conveni:;nt every bod - knew 
perfe-f^!’. W“ll, \A'har he wanted to come at was, wdiether 
really .!;■ * ' ily 'he br.igain had gone fo far without doors, 

tha- nic ’irivetutnce of fa much crnicquence would arife from 
P.'u 'i i nent’-i tiil’.p 1 e^ing, tt.ai n would overbalance any ad- 
v.'iitagc that could be i>f-(luc.ed from a haigaiii, on condi¬ 
tions fo di 5 ete;,i fioin thofe ftated in the petition on the 
ta’ le. 

Lord JSlotth laid, tlje only reply he could make was, that Ld.Nonh. 
he would not iilc it in aigunumr, that the Honk* not agree¬ 
ing to the bargain, would lu‘injiiiious either to t!ie public 
creditor the good faiih ct gf/Vern:';ent. 

The Speak er then left the chair, and Mr. Ord took his 
feat at the table. 'The petition of the Bank OirevSfors having 
been read, 

r.orvi North rofe and faid, he would open to the Houfe, the Ld. North, 
reafons v\ hich had indnccd him to liften to thepropofitions juft 
read, and which lie wjuild fpe.ik of in the light of a bagaiii 
not conciude<J, hn’’ to he agreed un or not as the committee 
though' propel. His l.ordlliip, in a fp"“ch.of above an hour’s 
con'inuaiice, went into an elaborate liiliory of every renewal 
of the Bank charter i’lnce the inllitution of the company, 
and argued at great length to prove that the prefent propo¬ 
fition was Inch as would he advantageous to the public, and 
equal t - the expeiSlaiions, which, every circumdance confi- 
dered, he thought the public intitled to entertain. The 
Bank, he faid, had hern ellablifhed for near ninety years, 
and had been condudied in all that tirrie with fo much wifdom, 

mfltriTadvantage to the nation, and fo much credit to it¬ 
felf, that he could net imagine there was one man li' ing, who, 
after the long experience of its utility, would deny that it 
was tlie duty of Parliament to c^ent and ftrengthen the 

connection 
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coniie6tioii and union between the bank and the public as 
much as j^oilihle. 

In the year 1694, the company of the Bank was firft in¬ 
corporated. Their charter was renewed in 1696, it was re¬ 
newed again in the 13th of William and Mary, a third time 
in the Bth year of the rtign of queen Anne; and a fourth 
time for a coiifiderahlc numhtr (»f years, a ihort time after¬ 
wards; and a fifth time in 1764. His Lordfliip particularly 
Hated the atlvautages gained by the public in each renewal; 
all of whiclt previous to the renewal of J764, were rather 
inatteis of temporary convenience and accommodation, than 
of leal profit and pecuniary emolument. The agreement of 
1764 was that nude by Mr. (irenville, and the advantage 
tliat rcfultcd to the public by that bargain, were firft 
110,cod. and aiiotlier advantage of 30.000!. which made 
in the wlu'le an en'olument of 140,000!. It had been iaid, 
his Lordlliij) ohfirved, the otlirr day, that Mr. Grenville 
thought tins .1 had bargain lor tlie public, and had repented 
it to the day of his deatli. When he heard tlie affertion he 
owned he had been foinewhat aftonillied, becaufe he had 
himfelf been in the Treafury when Mr. Grenville made the 
b’ligain. He was in the liabits of living with that minifter; 
he had always heard him hold a very dillerent language, and 
he remembered one particular circuinfiance wliich proved 
that Mr. Grenville thought it was not a bad bargain for the 
public, and that was this: Mr. Gienvilic told him that the 
10,cool, in addition to the loo.oool. was an addition rather 
made with the liopcs of getting it for the public than with a 
dotcrniination to infill: upon it; liis Lordfliip added, that if 
the company of the Bank had demanded it, he knew it would 
have been given up to them. 

7\fter dwelling for a confiderable time on the different 

h. ngains that had taken place, on tlie different occafioiis of 

i. ait vval of the Bank thaiter, and ftaiing the rife and fall of 
tiie intereil of money, at the difl'erent periods of time, when 
each I' liewal w.is made, with an account of what had been 
done between the public and the Bank in conlequence, his 
Loitlflfip went into a confideralion of the mutual advantages 
reaped by the Bank and the puldic. The former, he faid, 
by prudent management, by judicious condudi. Wifi/ plu^r 
and eyadl piindUiality, in eflalillfhing its own credit, had 
contributed very effentially toeflahliili the national credit, a 
matter equally advantageous to this country both at hctfne 
and abroad. The Bank had from lime to time elleotially 
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afiifted the public, both on occafions of loans and oil various 
other fudden exigencies* The public in like manner had 
contributed by granting to the Bank the exclufivc privilege of 
more than fix perfons banking, and had enabled the com¬ 
pany to enlarge its capital, to increafe fts credit, and to ac¬ 
quire that degree of importance which it had reached, and 
which the experience of alinoft ninety years proved. If gen¬ 
tlemen looked back to the late bargains on renewing the Bank 
charter, they would find that it had never been confidered 
as either wile or nccelTary, to expccl a large fine on fuch an 
occafion, and if the profits i ciulting from the prefent propo- 
fition were confidered they would be found to be two and a 
half per cent, on the intciefl of two millions, becaufe the 
Bank divided five and a li.ilf per cent, on their capital fiock, 
and from the public they v^ere to receive no more tiian three 
per cent, the profit thcrefi>re amounted to 150,000!. which 
Was more than had on any former (;ccafion been required or 
obtained on the part of the public. Pofllbly t!ie bargairi 
might be objet^ed to, and it might be faid, “ if the prefent 
banking company will not give more, inllitute a new com¬ 
pany.” 1 hofe who fiiould entertain fuch an opinion, Ii <5 
would venture to fay had not well confidered the fubje^f* 
They knew not the folid advantages refulting to the public 
from its connc£fion with the prefent company, they faw not 
the difficulty that muft now attend the breaking up of the 
prefent company; they were not aware of the dreadful con- 
fequences that might atteml the attempt to incorporate a 
new one; at prefent the Bank, from long habit and the ufage 
of many years was a part of the conftitution, 01 if not a part 
of the conftitution, at leaft it waste) all important purpofes, 
the public Exchequer; all the money l)ufiners of the Exche¬ 
quer being done at the Bank, and as experience had proved, 
with much greater advantage to the public, than when it had 
formerly been done at the Exchequer. Befides, the Bank 
was always in advance to the public very confiderably; at 
prefent, the public were Indtbied about feven millions to the 
company. If therefore the prefent company was broke up, 
the public would have to pay off its debt, and to pay it ofF 
at Dsyti and confidering the low price of feveral of the funds, 
expence would be enormous. Exclufive of all this, 
where were they to find a new company capable of advanc¬ 
ing all the money the public would want, and even were it 
poflible, how materially would the national credit he affedl- 
cd, from the circumftance, tftat it muft be many, many 
VoL.llI. 4 .Cx years 
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years before a new company could eftablifli its charadier 
and its credit, in fo eminent and fo high a degree, as that 
to which the prefent bank had railed itfelf? So dreadful 
would in his mind be the confequence of breaking up the 
prefent bank, that he ftiould by no means adyife, nor, he 
hoped, Ihould he ever hear of an attempt to change hands, 
or to inftitute a new company. His Lordfhip obferved far¬ 
ther, that even were fuch a matter practicable, numberlefs, 
inconveniences would of courfe arife from the one hank’s op- 
poflng the other; the one would not then be the friend 
of the public, the other not capable of doing the befi- office 
of a friend, and affording that affiftance which was unavoid¬ 
ably requifite at different times! He Aated, that from being 
the banker of the public, the Bank undoubtedly derived con- 
flderable advantages; he faid alfo, that the public derived 
advantages equally confiderable from the credit of the Bank, 
and the important accommodation which the Bank afforded, 
on a great variety of national occaflons. 

The advantage now fought for was, on the part of the 
Bank, a renewal of the charter; and it cleat ly appeared from 
their dividend, that the profit of the company amounted 
annually to about 239,000!. The quefiion therefore was, 
what the public fold, and how much of the 239,000!. annual 
profits could fairly be ftated to arife from the charter? Here 
his Lordfhip examined into the nature of the Bank bufinefs; 
the manner in which it was carried on, and the expences to 
which it was liable. He argued from the whole, that a great 
part of the 239,000!. arofe from the ordinary profits of the 
bufinefs, and which would refult to them as a private bank¬ 
ing company, whether the charter was renewed or not. 
After an infinite variety of arithmetical computations, his 
Lordfhip declared, he thought 150,000!. as large an emolu¬ 
ment as the public had a right to expefl. 

But taking the bargain in another point of view, he faid, 
the advantages were infinitely greater. He propofed to pay 
off two millions of navy debt with the two millions now of¬ 
fered. A debt which had ever hung like a mill-flone on the 
neck of public credit, and been attended with great difadvan- 
tage to the public affairs in more ways than one! It had 
given him, he declared, no fmall (hare of fatisfaflion to hu&r > 
an honourable gentleman, in a late debate fay, that in 
confequence of its having been rumoured that fuch a bargain 
as that now propofed, was in agitation, not a navy bill was 
to be bought. If the were fo, the bargain and the u(e 
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to which he had declared he intended to apply the money, 
had already produced one good effei^. K'avy bills it was 
well known, had borne a large difcount; if therefore by 
paying off two millions, the difcount was leflened, the con- 
iequence would be doubly beneficial; the load upon the 
market would be lightened, and the difcount lowered very 
confiderably. Here his Lorclfhip went into a flatement of 
the computed emoluments that would refuit to the public, 
in proportion to the degree in which the difcount was lefTen- 
cd. If the difcount on two millions of navy debt was lel- 
fened in the proportion of five per cent the public would 
gain near 500,000. If in the proportion of four per cent, 
near 400,ocol. If in the proportion of three per cent, only, 
and tliat he took ns his lowefi; computation, the public gam 
would be between 200 and 300,000!. On ihefe computations 
his Lordfliip reafoned for a confiderahle time, as likewife 
upon the good efTedl the paying off two millions of navy debt 
would have another way, viz. by lowering the purchafes of 
all naval fiores, &c. &c. and he contended, that taking the 
advantage either way, whether by the fimpie I50,oool> 
arifing from the difference between three per cent, and fi%'e 
onc-half per cent, or by the degree of difcount on navy bills 
which it would lower, or by the lowering of the purchafes 
for the navy that it would effect, the advantage was truly 
effential. His Lordfliip added, that he efleenied the general 
benefits not to he flated, but which would undoubtedly arife 
from paying off three times as much navy debt this year as 
was paid off' the laff, much above any benefits that could be 
computed, however warrantable the fpeculation! 

His Lordfliip acknowledged, that there was one matter in 
the bargain which he faw was an objedlion, and that was the 
point of time at which it was hrouglit forward. Certainly 
the bufinefs was of gieat importance, and certainly it was a 
matter to be wifhed, that fuch a bufinefs ihould never be 
brought forward hut in full Parliament. Still, however, he 
thought the ohjedion arifing from that confideration greatly 
overbalanced by the advantages that the public would reap 
from paying off two millions of the navy debt that year* 
i^fon why the bargain had not been earlier brought 
forward was, he faid, becaufe the propofition could not be 
matured at the Bank till after the choice of the new governor, 
jTub-goYernor, and direiSfors, which took place in April laff* 
Late as it was in the feffion, he thought the bargain ought to 
be liffened to and ratified. 
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In the courfe of his fpeech his Lordfhip ftated from papers 
the {ituatlon of the public funds, the particular claims of the 
Bank upon the public, and a variety of other figures, vtrhich, 
for the fear of error, wre avoid going into. He at length 
concluded with moving, ** that it is the opinion of this com¬ 
mittee to agree to renew the company’s charter for twenty- 
one years from the time of the expiration of tlieir prefent 
charter, on the terms ftated in the petition of the governor 
and diretSfors, referred to the confideration of this com¬ 
mittee.” 

Sir George SavUe faiJ, the noble Lord had fpent a great 
deal of time in talkin;^/ to almofl every thing hut what con- 
flituted the real jet of the hufinel's under csinficleration; to 
every thing elfe, to fpsuk in the language of finance, he had 
paid att'. ntion in the proportion of ninety per cent. The 
nobis Lord, he laid, liacl talked firfl of ihe precedents of re¬ 
newals of the cirarter at this time, and that time, and the 
other time; and 'had fpoken of the connedlion that fubfifted 
between the public and the Hank with a degiee of warmth, 
as if he had been delcribing conjugal love, and enlarging 
upon the atfeffion that fubfilled between a man and his wife. 
To look at the iubjedl; in that view, he defired to know if 
the public was about to take a new vinfe, whetirer it was fair 
to fay» your great grandfather married the gieat grandmo¬ 
ther of the young Indy without a fortune; your grandfather 
alfo married her grandmother wlihout a fortune; your father 
married her mother with a frnall fortune, and therefore you 
ought to marry the daughter witli .a very trifling increafe of 
portion ? Surely it was much fairer for the public to fay, 

Ay, indeed, were my anceftors fo improvident? 1 will not 
copy their example.” The young lady’s father is’grown rich, 
he can afford to give his daughter a good fortune, and a good 
fortune 1 will have, or I will not marry the young lady.” The 
noble Lord, Sir Cieorge obferved, had talked a great deal 
about the aiiiavdng benefit that would refult to the public from 
paying oflF two millions of navy debt. 'I'he ufe to which he 
meant to put the money, if the bargain was ratified, was to¬ 
tally out of the cjueflion. The public had an eftate to fell. 
It was not therefore the quellion, how the produC(i~l>f- iI.f 
fak was to he applied? ’1 he real jet of the queflion was, 
M'lnt was liic worth of the eftate? The noble Lord had 
fcarcely once touched upon this, though, like a great levia¬ 
than, he had rolled and tumbled again and again, over every 
thing foreign to it, and feemed to delight in floundering about 
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the trueifni, that it was a good thing to lellen the navy debt. 
Having an.eftate to feii, the natural thing wasy not to fpend 
time in talking of the application of the produce of the fale, 
but, faid Sir George, to take a furvcy of the eflate, toexamine 
what buildings were upon it, what profits the crops produ¬ 
ced, and to judge, by fuch a furvey, what price to put upon 
it, if fold, or what rent, if let. Would any man in private 
life bear to be told by a tennnnt, “ I will give you fix-pence 
an acie for what is worth a pound; and my reafoii is, an 
hundred years ago, when land was cheap, and for want of 
culture, your efiate produced but little, your great grandfa- 
tlier let the farm I hold, at that low rent.” in the prHent 
cafe it had been admitted, that the profits of the Bank were 
239,0001. a year. The Hank wanted a renewal of their 
charter for twenty-one years. The foie qmllion then was 
how much of that 239,000!. arifes from their charter ? Sir 
George faid, lie would aluime that the whole diil, and put 
the onu%probandi that it did not, upon the bank. He then, 
upon that affumption, built an argument that the public were 
about to fell fevcral millions for the paltry fuin of 130,000!. 
After arguing this for feme time, he faid, the Bank hufinefs 
was to him fomething like art magic- They coined their 
fliinfy pieces of paper. The king coined folid, weighty^ 
pieces of money, and the money was made of fterling gold 
and lilver; yet the thin paper with certain magical circles 
drawn on it, was deemed the moft valuable, and men were 
heft pleafed with obtaining it. He fiippoied the direflors 
coined tills paper at w.ll, fo that in fa£l, it coft them nothing 
to lend the public ?,ooo,oool. After putting this in a whini- 
fical manner Sir George came to a more ferious objedlion, 
and faid that he objefled to the point of time; not the time 
of the lelfion, hut the lime that the hargin wasBrought for¬ 
ward, conlidering how much of the term of the prefent char¬ 
ter was yet unexpired. Was it wife, four years before the 
expiration of the charter, to make a new hargin At this 
moment, when public .credit was crippled, and the three per 
cents at fifty eight ? Why not wait till they were better? 
butely no man would prefume to fay, the war would conti- 
‘ifTe yeais longer, and that Bocks would be lower than 
they now were, at the end of that period. After dwelling 
upon this for fome time, Sir George added other arguments, 
and concluded hy declaring he fhouid vote againfi; the refolu- 
tion moved by the noble Lord fn the blue ribband. 
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Secretary at Mr. Secretary at ff'ar rofe, and fupported the motion. Ho 

War. jf jjjg value of the farm was to be judged by the price 

of tile rent> the value of the renewal had been but fmall in 
1764. He (hewed 'that the dividend of the company had 
been eight percent, t.ll that period, and then only four per 
cent. He deciafed he was in oihee wUh Mr. Grenville, and 
had often heard him fay, he thought the bargain of 1764 a 
good one for the public. He remembered, in particular^ 
that it was the general opinion that fuch was the national ad¬ 
vantage of the Hank, that the public ought to alk no premi¬ 
um whatever for the renewal of the Hank charter at any time. 
An eminent merchant, a Hank diredtor at the time, had 
llrongly oppofed the bargain of i'>64 on the ground of its 
being too hard a one for the Hank. 'T he gentleman was 
ever looked up to as perfe6lly mafter of all commercial know-^ 
ledge, and Ire had a fon now in Parliament of great ability 
and great information ; and yet that refpedlable mer¬ 
chant had refted his oppofition on the grounds, that the pu(.- 
lic had no right to expe£l a flrilling for the renewal of the 
charter of the Hank. (Heing afked, who he alluded to } he 
faid the late Sir William Haker.) After dwelling for fome 
time on the facT, Mr. Secretary argued the ridiculoufmfs of 
thinking even of the breaking up the prefent company, and in- 
ftituting a new one. He fpoke of the great credit of the Hank, 
xefulting from its great and extenfive capital, its excellent 
management, and the pundlualiry of all its proceedings, and 
(hewed the extreme danger of pulling down a fabric wli ch 
had Aood the teil: of near ninety years experienc<“. He fald 
the great amount of the profits was not afcribeablc folely to 
the charter, but to the direcTtors’ iiiduftry and the large Iharc 
of public confidence which they enjoyed. Another fource 
alfo was, the circumilance of their being made the bankers 
of perfons in great public offices, which, however, was the 
option of the individuals holding thofe offices. “ For, fays 
he, if either of my honourable friends (looking at Mr. Rig¬ 
by and Mr. F.Ilis) chofe to lodge the public ca(h intrufled to 
them at a private banker’s, they are w-^rranted in fo doing. 
But as long as the Bank preferves its credit, undoubtedly they 
will not.” '— -t.. • 

Mr.Huflcy. Mr. lluffey faid, he came down to the Houfe with his head 
filled with ideas, as clear and as forcible againff: the proceed¬ 
ing farther with the prefent popofition as poffible; but he 
feared he Ihould not be able to (late them corretSlly, fo much 
puzzled and bewildered did lie find hirofelf in confecjuence of 
2 what 
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what had been Bated by the noble Lord and the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who fpoke laft. There were, he ob- 
ferved, but two points to be confidered: was the prefent 
propofitioii equal, with regard to advantage to the public, 
to ihe advantage the Bank would derive’from a renewal of 
their charter; and was this the fit time to grant that renewal } 
With reipedl to the firft, he thought he could make it ap¬ 
pear, that the bargain was a bad one, and that the public 
had a right to expert a much better. He then went into an 
arithmetical ilatemeni of the prefent profit of the Company, 
and thf' llrisation in which the public flood with regard to 
their debt to the Bank, and the ex pence it would cell them 
to inftitute a new company, including the fums neceflary to 
be raifed towards paying off their debts to the Bank. In 
thefe ftalements Mr. Huffey was clear, comprclunfive, and 
accurate. After going tbrougli the >vhole, and reafoning 
upon each part, Mr. Hufley .' Iked wliy the noble Lord was 
to anticipate iiis fucceflbr of the advantage that might pof- 
fibly be made five years hence, of a renewal of the charter 
of the Bank, and why, at this larticular period, any bargain 
at all was thought neceflary to he concluded upon? He alfo 
entered into an inveftigation of tiie fources from whence the 


Bank was to draw the two millions ofiered, and faid, the 
diiertors certainly were nor fo unwife as to let that fum lay 
unemployed in their cofi'trs. And if they took from any 
> other fund, the fum would be mifl'ed and felt. He imagined 
j the Bank meant not to do fo. He fuppofed it was their in¬ 
tention only to lend their credit to the public, and that was 
' undoubtedly the rnoll prudent method. Mr. Hufley con- 
\ tended that the charge of 86,oool. for management lall ye.ir 
was in the higluft degree unrcafonable. He faiJ tlie public 
I kept cafli at the Bank, and therefore the Bank ought to do 
'I the public money hulinefs without charging any thing for it. 
i A private banker would be glad to do it on fuch terms. He 
:| was aware that io,oool. of the 86,oool. was for tranfarting 
tithe loan, hut tlie remaining 76,000!. he conceived to be 
’{more than all the cxpence the Bank were at, for fervants, &.C. 
jand he infifled upon n, that if the Bank could nflbrd it, they 
fought to affift the public witli two miilioits at tlirue per cent. 

! ?*.*it 4 wnu*na'vMig any reference to the renewal of their char¬ 
ter, of which it wo\)ld bj time enough to treat fkVe years, 
hence. He fiated the profits of the Bank at a^o.yool. and 
imputed the whole of it to the credit refulting from the char¬ 
ter granted to the Bank, 

Mi, 
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Mr.y^^fl/®»fupported the motion as everyway warrantable* 
The bringing of the bargain forward at that period of the 
feffion, he faid, he had objedled to as foon ns he had heard it 3 
but he had been told thofe realbnsfor it which the Houfe had 
juft heard. The te'rros of the bargain he thought fufiiciently 
advantageous, and eftimated the value at 200,oool. He 
anfwered what Sir George Savile had faid, with regard to 
afking the value of the produce of the eftate in order to afeer- 
tain the rents, by defiring to know if ever a reafonablc 
or wife landlord would expedl: the whole of the profits made 
by his tenant? He obferved all'o that the buildings on the 
eftate were not the propeity of ihe Landlord. He paid Mr, 
Hulley great perfonal compliments, but declared he was ex¬ 
tremely forry to hear it faid in that Houfe, that the Bank 
ought to come and offer to lend the public 3 ,ooo,oool. at 
three per cent, if they could afford it. I'he Bank were not 
bound to make fuch a tender, by any of the baigains for the 
renewal of their charters hitherto, and Ciod forbid, that the 
Company of the Bank, or any individuals, ftiould be expect¬ 
ed to lend their money to the State, or have it taken from 
them whether they chole it or not. Mr. Jackfon faid, he 
liad voted againft all the meafures that had brought on the 
prefent calamitous Bate of the country, hut he could not vot< 
againft this which was calculated to relieve it. 

Mr. Fox replied, and faid on the face of the bargain, efti- 
mating the intereft of money by the three per cent, the in* 
tereft was five percent, and in that cafe the public fold up¬ 
wards of four millions for 150,000!. Mr. Fox, with his 
ufual ability, argued againft the motion; in particular, he 
contended th.it the Seratary at "War, by declaring that the 
Company owed its high credit and all its profits to its large 
capital, had in fa£l admitted, that its charter was the foorcc 
of every {hilling of benefit it derived, and all the credit it en¬ 
joyed,_ becaufc the charter was indifputably the caufd of 
its large capital. He alfo faid that he wiftwd the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft had voted oftner, as he had told the 
Houfe he thought, that the late fyftem of government was 
pernicious. 

This called up Mr. *Jackfony who declared he had uniform¬ 
ly voted for the repeal of the Stamp ACl, again{rtlie«{ii.<Vaj^^ 
Port Bill, and the other bills, which he had declared both in 
public and in private, to be the caufc of our misfortunes* 
But he h.id always voiql for a fupply, hecaufe as the couijtry 
was in a ftate of war, he did not wifti to leave it without fleets 
and armieSf 

. . Mr. 
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Mr. Fox apologized, and f.iid, all he wlfhed was, that public Mr. Fox. 
bufinefs had enabled him to have the honourable gentleman’s 
company more often when he went out on a divifion. 

Mr. Httjpy faid a few words in explanation of that part of Wr.Huflejr. 
his fpeech noticed hy Mr. jnckfon. • 

Sir Qhey Cooper faid if what had been fo ably Rated by his sir Grey 
noble friend in the blue ribbon, had failed of giving fatisfac- 
tion, he feared what Ite bad to Riy would be equally unfuc- 
cefsful. Sir tirey thought every argument founded on mif- 
take, wbi.h lujd been uiged againR the nK'tion. 

The ijuelVioti wa^’ not whether the loan of two millions was 
an adequate price tor the profits of the Hank, hut whether it 
was an e |ui valent for the renewal of the Company’s charter ? 

Sir titey inlianctd lheopinion^ of Mr. Montague, I.onl Cio- 
dolphin, and otht r gie.U chaiaiffers on this point, when ihe 
Company was firll ellahliflitd on a broad footing in 
to Hiew' that each of thole Ratcfmen thought the eftablilh- 
ment and jirolpenty of the Ihink fo much a naiion il bciu'fit, 
that they were of <'piitio,u no fine ought to herxpr6led for a 
renewal, hut that the Company flunih! .always be luppotted 
and chenllu'd hy the public. 

Mr. Dcmpfln' laid, tint when the llai.k was firft inftituted 
in fo little arquainied were the Diteclors with banking 

hulinefs, that thev ilfued notes not payable at light, but pay¬ 
able ar a certain date; and when they hicame duo, having no 
funds j:rovided to anfwer the hills, the w'hole lyftem was 
lhaken, and the public were obliged to iutei fere and refloreit. 

Mr. ])em[iRcr laid as tlic l)ire<‘lois laiil hy one half percent, 
for contingencies, he Ihould ellimatt their profits fo much 
higher than their dividend,'and therefore he Rated them at 
ayOjCOol. He rea oned ujion this, and urged tlie poRponc- 
ment of any bargain for the pielent hy a variety of pertinent 
aiguments. 

Mr. Vultniey faid, the bargain came forward in a very fuf- Mo Pulte- 
piciousmaimer. If thccharter wasnowrenewed, theCornpany "'y* 
would be iiulei’endent of Ciovernment for twenty-one years 
to come, and the Minilter might be refufed afliifance when 
the public ilood in need of It. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, junior, faid the other fide of the Iloufe Mr- Samuel 
hr.;l.«niR..M the matter. 'I'he 239,000!. was hy no means 
an annuity; take away the excluRve right, and tliefuppofed 
annuity would ceafe immediatedy. He Rated it as the private 
profits of the Company’s trade, with which the public had 
no right to interfere. He reprobated the idea of putting the 
VoL. ill. 4 H connediion 
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Mr. PuUC' 
ncy* 


Mr. Byng, 


Mr. Ewer. 


conne(£lion between the Bank and the public on the fame 
footing as a connexion between a private individual and a 
private banker ; and faid, as the public were generally, as had 
been dated, feven or eight millions in debt to the Bank, there 
could be no furplus of the public’s cafh in the Bank for the 
latter to turn to its advantage; confequently, the Company 
had a right to be paid for their management of the public 
affairs. 

Mr. PuUeney replied, and faid the argument was fallacious. 
The public paid the Bank intered for its debt, confequently 
that was out of the queftion altogether; and as the Bank were 
in receipt of the public revenue, the Company derived greater 
advantage from being cafhier of the public, than any private 
banki.’g-fliop did from its bed cuftomer. Mr. Pulteney re¬ 
newed his arguments on the ground of the Bank’s being in¬ 
dependent of govuninent in future, if its charter was now 
renewed for twenty-one years; and faid, in that cafe, the 
minifler could only get liis loan forwarded hy adminiftering 
douceurs to the Bank Diredlors. He remindevl the committee 
that the public had lod a million this year by the noble 
Lord’s not having been mailer of his bargain, and having 
differed with the D.ink Direflors about it. 

Mr. Bynv advU'fd the nolile Lou) to fund two millions of 
navy debt rather than agree to the prefent bargain, which he 
faid liad been in the courle of the debate fo fairly pioved to be 
fo much agaiiill the public, that it was unneceffary for him 
to add a fyliable on tb.orubjeCl. 

Mr. Eivcr ('governor of the Bank) faid, he diould prove 
himfelf liftle vu'uhy of rluat confidence which the proprietors 
of bank Itock did linn the honour to place him in, if he did 
not Hand up in tluir defence, and declare as a member of 
P.uliament, that the prepolition held out by the Dire£lorsof 
the Bat'k, w.ts fuch as he could meet on public ground. 
Weie the cafe pthc'rwii'e, he fliouid he afliamed to fhew his 
face in that Houfe, becaufe it was well known that he had 
forne hand in the negotiation that had talc* n place, and in 
framing the piopofition which the noble Lord had treated 
upon. He thought the Bank offered fairly and handfomely, 
when thev offered the public a loan of two millions, at three 
per cent, inrerell for three years; but if the argtrwtent, ;rdy4t 
the public had a right tofne, equivalent to the value of the 
entire profits of the Rank was true, in that cafe he was rea¬ 
dy to admit, he had made a had and an unfair bargain for 
the public. He trulled, however, that no gentleman would 

ferionfly 
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ferioufly maintain, that the public had any claim to the 
whole of thole profits which arofe from the induftry, the 
hazard, and management of the .Directors of the Bank. H« 
was convinced the public had no more ri^ht to thole profits 
than to the profits of the private trade of any individual, or 
of any privaJe banking comp: ny. Jmprefled with this idea, 
he had agreed to that ])roj>orition, uj)on which the Dlre( 5 lors 
had treated with the noble Lord, and nothing that had been 
laid on the other fide ol the Uoule tliat day had induced 
him to change his opinion, ^.onie lirange n'gumeiits had, he 
ohlerved, been uf'etl in the courfe of the debate. One ho* 
nourahle gfailleman had laid, the Bank in ofl'ering a loan of 
two millions olfcrrd nothing at all, for that in fa6t it would 
not coll the Bank any part of that I'um. Another honour¬ 
able gentleman, who had, he fiiouid have fuppoled, a kind 
of hereditary knowledge of public hulinels and of Hankatlairs, 
faid, heluppofcd tiie Bank would coin the fum by ifluing fo 
much additional paper, and therefore it was a mere piece of 
magic. Good God, could public bufinefs be fo little known, 
that at this time of day it Ihould be luppofed that the Bank 
could coin whatever fmn tliey wanted, by ifluing juft as 
much paper as the mmiller pkafed ? He flattered himfelf the 
conduft of the Bank was better known, and that no perfon 
was ignorant that fuch a circumftance vvas impoflible. Ano¬ 
ther gentleman complained of the independence that would 
be given to the Bank by a renewal of the charter, and had 
faid, “ would the nol)le Lord make the Bank independent 
of Government for twenty-five years ? in that calc, the noble 
Lord might feel the want of their aflillance the next vear.” 
in aiifwer to this, it was ntcefl’ary to remark, tha‘ the 
public were hv far the beft cullomers the Bank had. ’^I'heir 
credit, their power of acconunodaling Cjovermnent, arofe 
folely from their being tiie calhicrs of the public ; and gentle¬ 
men ought to remember, that the Bank w'ere the cafliiers of 
the public, at the will of the public. They could not oblige 
the public to kt tliem tranla< 5 l their money affairs, if, 
therefore, at any time, the cliretlors ai^cd fo ill, fo impru¬ 
dently, or fo raflily, a.’ to refufe granting to government 
afliittflftce in their power, as ol.en a.» the occafions of 
the (late rendered fuch affiftance ne*eflary, government 
would have it in its power to continue the Bank the cafliier 
the public no longer, and that was furely a check fufli- 
ciently flrong to put an end to evSry fear of the Bank’s be-> 
having lefs gratefully to the public, after die charter was re- 
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newcd than before. Mr. Ewer faid he inuft advert to a 
matter that dropi)ed in a former debate; and that, hecaufe 
it had got abroad through the newfpapers, and had tnade Ibme 
impreflion without ^loois, much to the prejudice ot the Rank 
diredtors. It was this: An honourable gentleman, whofeinde- 
fatlgable indiifiry, high charaiHei, and acknowledged abilities 
(Mr. Pulteney) made every thing, he laid, Itave great weigiii, 
had ftated To the lloule t?iat he had been informed that the 
Rank E)ire6lors, t iking advani.ige of their knowledge of the 
bargain new under confulerntion, being on the anvil, had 
bought up navy bills to tbe amount of two millions; and 
that in conleijnence, they would only adv.,nee two millions 
to I'.ay theinfelves back what thofe* iravy bills had coll them, 
fo that they would make a confidejable prolit, and in facl 
not lend the public a Ihilling. In anfwer to this, Mr. Ewer 
faid, he mull declaie, lliat whoever had adled the part of an 
informer, had done it to make himl'elf appear of importance 
in the eyes of the honourable genthuTian, and that he was not 
only a forward and olhcious perlon, but a bad man, becaufe 
lie liad taken upon him to ipeak of a tranfa^lion, with which 
he had not, nor could linvc been in the lead acquainted. Mr* 
Ewer added, that he did not hold himlell lb bir anl’werahle to 
any peilon cither in that Houle or ellewhere, for the private 
trai'ladlions of the jhmk lJire« 5 'iors, a.s to be obliged to rife 
•and every doubt that was calually fuggtllcd lei’peding 

their condiK^l; but fmee matters W’ere gone lb far, and what 
the honourable gentleman had Hated had produced fuch an^ 
injurious cftb( 51 , he wmuld alTure the Houle that the IJank 
Diredlors Itad not purchal'td a lingle navy bill lince the firft 
of April, the time titc prel'ent propofition had been in agita¬ 
tion. Nay more, be would farther aflure the Houfe, that 
within the Jail fix months, the Bank had not purchafed any 
thing like the one half of the amount of navy bills wliich the 
honouralile gentleman had been informed they Irul. The 
reafon why the Hank had not purchas'd any navy bills fince 
the firft of yVpril was, the conlbiournefs of the l)ire£lors of 
the impro; riety that there would he pending the uegociation 
of a bargain upon fuch grounds as tlic prefent, for them to 
puichafeany; and the nafon why they had nI 5 r*{)urcl«*fed 
more during tlie kill fix monihs, was, he fupjiofed, becaufe 
there had not been many in the maiket. If there had, and 
they had been a dead weight upon the public credit, Mj*. 
Ewer faid, undoubtedly the J^ire<£lors would have lightened 
the load, from that principle wiiicli had always actuated their 

coiidu6l, 
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condoift, viz. a readinefs toaflift the {ipblic whenever an oc- 
caHon {)rerentecl itfrlt. Mr. Ewer declared there was 1‘ome- 
tliJiig el c which had fallen in the courle of the debate, to 
wilier, he wilhed t ' h.ive fpoken, hut*it had elcaped him. 

Tie cui’cli'deu t eref'^rt. with laying, th.it lie thought the 
preiei.i i)ir»!'Oil'.ion a beneficial bargain tor the public, and 
the trnns << ii be \Nas convinced, were the heft that the 
Jhu.lc could poff.blv comvj into. 

j'vli-. Hi./Jiy .hid, ht; had never talked of the Bank’s coining Mr. Hufley 
the i vv o mdiions. He never die.nnt of fuch a thing. lie had 
iiiid, iiiat the Bank put iift7lf to no real expence on the oc- 
c.'iiif' th<-y only lenr their credit to the public ; and he had 
argued it :n ilii.>> nianni-r : “It cannot be foppoftd that the 
Bank have two millions ot unemployed cafii in ilieir coffers; 
to iuppoie that, would he to luppofe the Bank Diicdfors un- 
wife p« [Tons. If they take the money out of any oilier fund, 
the effc‘l will he fell Umiewheie;” whence he had concluded, 
that they lent the [Uiblic ibeir ciedit; and in io Hating it he 
had argued to tlieir ere.lit. Mi’, Huflty repeated his argu¬ 
ments ihat the ':40,oc’ol. annual piofits of the Bank Company 
was afcriheable to ibeir cl ajit :-, ami therefore the public had 
a right to fome ctjuivalenl fur the renewal of that char¬ 
ter. • 

Mr. E^l't r rofe toexjdain, and declared when he had taken Mr. E#er. 
notice of the .'-rgument relative to the Bank’s coining paper, 
ho hy no rne.ins alludtd paiticulaily to the honourable gen¬ 
tleman. He was pctfcCfly aware that the honourable gentle- 
inan'.sargum^ nt was that wliicli he had jiiff Hated it to he. Mr. 

Ewer laid, that the Bank certainly would not have thoughr 
it prudent, to advance tlie public two millions on the terms 
propofed, unicfs the charter was renewed ; it was that re¬ 
newal which gave tlicir credit ftability, and made them ven¬ 
ture tlr: loan, which otherwife they would not perhaps have 
thought themfcJvcs juffified in advancing. 

Mr. Hujfey fnid the honourable gentleman had bimfelf con- Mi.Huffcy. 
fefTed the truth of his argument in loto. He had admitted 
that the ch.irter gave the credit of the Bank ffability, and 
juffified the loan of two millions. This wa.s at once acknow- 
letlging tilat all the profits of the Bank arofe from the charter, 
and that upon iheffrength of the charter, the Bank ventured 
to lenJ its credi' to the public. 

^ Mr. /T. H. Hartley went ftiortly over the general ground of Mr. W. H. 
the ai g iiment again ft proceeding farther with the bargain this 
fefTion, and contended that a matter of fuch impc>itance ought 
not to be huftily concluded nor in thin houfes. He maintained 
2 * • llkewif# 
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likewife that there was no neceffity for hurrying the bufinefs 
forward, and that tlie bargain was by no means equal to 
what the public had a right to expecS!! for the great and ob¬ 
vious benefits refultrng to the Bank from a renovation of the 
charter for 25 years. 

The queilion being put, the committee divided. Ayes 
109; noes 30. 

June 14. 

Agreed to the re[)ort of the refolutions of yefterday, for 
the renewal of the hank charter. 

Ordered in a bill thereupon. 

This being the day appointed for going into a committee 
on the bill for compelling the India Com])any to pay 634,000!. 
to the public out of their net profits, the queftion was put 
for the Speaker to leave the chair, and nooppofition was ex- 
pet^ed to it; however a divifion was called for; and the bill 
had like to have been loft; for there was a majority of only 
thiec ;—Ayes 28 ; Noes 25. 

The Houfe then went into a committee; and Mr. Ord 
having taken the chair, the petition from the Kaft-India 
Company, praying to be heard againft the bill, having been 
read, Mr. Rous and Mr. Erlklne were called in as counfel 
for the Comjiany; they both pleaded a confiderablc time; 
and maintained, that if the cbinii of the public to any part 
of the profits was well founded, ftill the demand of 634,000!. 
was too much by 232,000!. For as the bill now ftood, the 
demand was made for a fliare in tlie profits of the Company 
for three years paft; Now, according to the refolution of 
the Houfe, upon whicli the claim was founded, the public 
was not entitled to a fliare in the nets profits until the com¬ 
pany ftiould have divided 8 per cent, and reduced their bond- 
debt to 1,500,0001. The Company had, it was true, made a 
dividend of 8 per cent, at Lady-Day, 1777 ; from which day 
the public made its claim; but yet it was a fii£l that the re- 
durftion of the bond debt to 1,500,000!. had not taken 
place till the twenty-fixth of June following; and as by 
the refolution of the Houfe, the public was not to enter 
into a participation of the 3'4fhs of the net furplu9iY^.ofits oC,. 
the Company, till that redu£lion fliould take place; fo of 
courfe one quarter’s (hare ftiould be taken from the fum of 
634.000I. adually claimed by the minifter from tfie Com¬ 
pany. 


When 
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When the coiinfel had withdrawn, the quantum of the de¬ 
mand that ought to be infifted upon by the public, gave rife 
to a converfation between Lorth North, Mr. Robinfon, and 
the Lord Advocate on the one fide i and Mr. Hufley on the 
other. The lalt mentioned gentleman pleaded for the Com¬ 
pany ; he however wilhed for more than the count el for the 
Company had defired; for iiiflead of arguing that 23^,0001. 
fbould be deduced from the fum claimed by Patliament; he 
maintained that the dedu( 51 ion ought to be 272,000!. On 
the other hand, it was urged by the noble Loid, that the 
Company had a6ted wrong in making a dividend of 8 per 
cent, before they had reduced their bond-debt to 1,500,000!. 
for according to the refolution of the Houle of Commons, 
the Company was hound not to devide more than 7 per cent, 
till tlie l)ond debt /liouKl have been reduced ; and if the 
Company had afled impioperly, it was not juft that tfie pub¬ 
lic fli' uld fuft'cr by it. However, he was fo far inclined to 
meet ilie wi!h of the Company, as to lower his demand, 
and give the quarter of a year in difpute, claiming a fliare 
only for two vears and three quarters, and not for three 
years : it was f.iir, that out of the furplus fum of i6,oool. 
that lemained over and above the dividend in one year, the 
public flioukl receive i2,oool. for its three-fourths. He 
theie.h re confonted that the blank in the preamble foi the 
fum vvhicli the public claimed, ftiould be filled up with 
402,0001. inftead of 634,000. 'I'his pafled without oppo- 
fition ; but when the Chairman put tlie queftion, “ that the 
preamble, with the blank fo filled u{», fland part of the hill,** 

Mr. Huftey oppofed it ; and laid he would divide the com¬ 
mittee upon it, hecaufe the demand ought to he 40,000. lefs. 

The gallery was then cleared, as a preparatory mealure to a 
divifion : howc-ver, the committee did not tlien divide; but 
Mr. Nichols from the India-Hoafe, was then called to the bar, 
and ex.imined, the galkuv being flill flint up ; a Intle after 
lie had withdrawn, a divilion took place ; and tlie queftion 
was carried in favour of the preamlile, with the fum of 
402,0001,—Ayes 80; noes 45. Majority 35. 

The other blanks in the hill were then filled up, and the 
Houfe adjourned. 

June 15. 

On the fecond reading of the Infolvent Debtor’s Pill, Sir S'r George 
George Icnge obferved that thefe temporary bills were pi oofs ^ 
of the inefficacy of our laws witfl refpeiSl to debtor and cre¬ 
ditor; 
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ditor; and pointed out the neceility that there was for fome 
permanent fyftem of regulation, by which the evils of thofe 
temporary expedients iliould be removed. 

Mr. Actor- Mr. jittorney General faid, tliat if any fuch plan was formed 
ncyGeneral introduced, it would moft certainly have his I'uppon, for 
the prefent pra< 5 tice was exceedingly difadvaiitageous as well 
as difgraccful. 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp faid, that he had introduced a plan of that 
champ. nature, framed, as he had 'magined, with couHderable care; 

at Jeaft with the approbation of the inoft learned and moft 
refpecftable authorities in this country, and with their 
cortcurrcnce. It had been oppofed, no: by the great com¬ 
mercial part of this country, not by the city of London, 
who were the moft iiiterefted in the matter, for they, very 
mucli to their credit, after confulting various legal opinions, 
and enquiring into the principle of the hiil, had given their 
confent to it as a wholefome and expedient regulation. But 
it had been oppoied by the loweft clafs of men belor.ging to 
the profeflion of the law ; and their intrigues had been the 
caufe of its failure, againft the good fenie, Wifdom, and li¬ 
berality of the Legiflature. 

The bill was then read. 

'I'he E:ift-lndia Teiritorial Bill was read a fecond time, 
when I.Old North informt'd the Houfe, tliat he underhood 
the ohjc( 5 lions to be oilered were confined cliiefly to certain 
regulations in the hill, and not to the principle, which there¬ 
fore would come with propriety in the committee. 

The order of the d:*y was tht*n called for the fecond read¬ 
ing of tlie bill, to amend the for the better prevention of 
claruieftine marriages. 

Mr.Amblcr Mr, /Jmbler rofe*, and oppoft'd the hill, as he confidered the 
Marriage A£l: as highly advantageous and neceffary to the 
well-being and good order of lociety. Ha faid, there were 
obftacles m the way of clandelline marriages before the origin 
of this law; but they proved inefFeflu.il and nugatory. I'he 
obrtacles were, that the clergyman who married a couyde in 
a fecret manner, without the publication of banns, w'as lia- 
aMe to the penalty of a bundled ]>oiinds, and in failure of 
payment, to imprifonment. This was a mere bugbear. Ob- 
feure men fet up and made a trade of marrying. was idle 
to prefecute for the hne ; they were not worth a fixpence; 
and as to imprifonment, they were already in that predica¬ 
ment ; for thofe marriage-fttops were all in the Fleet*prifon, 
and the perfons who made b profeiTion of it, confined in that 



A. 1781. D E B A T E S. 

The evils arifing fiom this pracElice were many. Thofe 
dailc and Ttcref mam.igcs \vf re attcnileil with cojirefjL’eiicc'S of 
the- in il fatal kii!()» pioaij; wt-t'* wanting of the mairiage, hv 
winch Its va!nlil\ conUi hu t.lined, ami ilie legltiniary of 
llie ifiue ell;’!>liii,.ti!. J lu n wi te !■/oKs'kept of the mani- 
.ap.' 111 lliL 1 !• ; hvit fttiin ilu' ir. unu; in wl’.ich the!c hooks 

Wfie k'p', iii'fn tilt eial'.iies and inlcirif-ni'that were made, 
the fcm Is 01 law in W'eiiminller n* ver would admit tlivTc 
lioo!;'> .i.‘. j'UK'fA 4 .f jnam.ipe. Tlie Rtunans worn of opiiiic'n, 
that til,. <■( nt nt of p'scnir v\'..s i,icetiarv until iho couple 
ell! ! airiN'" a: the apt t r rue:)*v ft\e. It i;: not thenfoic 
t:t’’.i-t a new cr a le,■ te !,;w, -t lias not ! een felt in its 
coni' im nei s a' r.ii’fh p<(-dm‘di\o of events ellh-.r to he 
dj". ni! t! 01 T' I’.i ' d. 
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tMinirnt-- of tin; le.nni I I'enilcnir.n, and fpoke of the Ma.r- 
n'lg-' \‘! as a verv di'praref-a! and pernicious law. Surclv, 
ho i I'd, the learned p'nvlo.na’i mull know that iheio wa*'. a 
law in lito twedve taMes of Rome, hy vvhitdi, if a man and 
woman cohahin.d together for a twclvemontli wirliiuit heinr 
ahfent foan one anotlicr for three days and three nights to- 
get! cr, it was a legal and valid tnarriage in every fenle ( f the 
word- In Holland alfo, tliofe who were not of tlie cflahlifh- 
ed religion might he married by tw’o jutlices, and this was 
ve^y wifely and properly fmTered, becaufe that prudent peo¬ 
ple knew tliat population was ftie wealth ot a coun- 
VoL.IIl. 4^ 


try. 
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Central 

Bur^oync 


try. The prov'ilions of the aet wrre cruel as well as impo¬ 
litic, and if it had not Ihvii owing to the friendly and wife 
interpolltion of Scotland the confenuences w'ould have been 
dieadfiil. A noble Lord had hroughr in a bill to remedy 
f'me inconvcnit ncc^ tliat had been fi It, hut ihofe were not 
all the incoiivenicnces that were likely to enfue, and Parlia¬ 
ment would be under the iiecetlity every now and th-ii to 
bring in a bill to n medy thofe inconveniencies. 

Jlut the Marriage Ad was not only impolitic, it was wick¬ 
ed alfo, for It dcftrovcd that uiuf)n wl.ic lj alFedion had begot¬ 
ten, and vvliicli the want ot loine triil iig ceremonial had le¬ 
gally made invalid, in contradi6lion cl iliat gieat command¬ 
ment of the Almighty, which however unfafliionahle llie 
hook from which he. quoted might be, he would on this oc- 
enhon ufeasan authoii y in pi/inr; be meant, “ 'J bofe whom 
(?od bath joined together, let no man put afunder.’’ Yet in 
defiance of tbih politive law, liave our laws thought proper to 
let afule marriages, {oi- want of fomething hencath the at¬ 
tention of a Kgill iiore, wliirh regarded citlier ihe moral cr 
political happinef' of iis lubjeds. 

Cicneral waimly fuj)porfe(i the motion, and con- 

tened for the piopriety and necelfiU ol repealing the Mar¬ 
riage Ad. It vs'as a law loundi d in tiie^ Wt akneisof avarice 
at’.d piidc; hut he rhanki-d t.jod that the ahfurdlty of the 
ad had Icon the* means uf pievei't ng the m.ilignat^cy of its 
int'ntion. llebi li ned th.it it would be conidfed that Sir 
Dudley Ryder, who was the warm tiieiid and advocate for 
this hill in its origin, gave it as his f'pinion, in th.at Houfe, 
tiiat It was aimed chiclly at tho higher order of the ftate, and 
that if it was poUible to make a di Hind ion between them 
and what was calleil tlio vulgar, he would have done it. This 
was tlie argument in the inllitution of this bill, and perhaps 
fo difgraceful an idea never was (Luted. ^\ hat, would the 
Houfe of Commons preluine to make a law in which the or¬ 
ders of life were to he ilivided, and the vulgar, that is to fay 
the. body of the people, that body of which the Houfe of 
Commons was, or ought to he the guardians, the reprefen- 
tatives, and the members, to be particularly pointed out to 
fuffer by the infidence and the avarice of arillocratical rules? 
The meaning of tliis argument and doflrine o't*Sir Dudley 
Ryder went to this purpofe, that a monopoly ihould be efta- 
Wifhed of the eftates and fortunes of the great families in this 
country, and that they fhould not mix in marriage with the 
lower orders of the people^. 


This 
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This was adoflrine hoftile to the pure principles of the con- 
Aituticn, and which ought to be fcouted by every friend and 
lo'er of that mixed lyAem which had been fo long and fo 
juftly the envy and the admiration of Europe. VVete not 
the members of that lloufe in fonie fort the vulgar; they 
were the Commons, not the quality of England; and he 
muft mid, however it might grate the cars ot pride, that it 
was from the vulgar that this coimiiy muft look for delive- 
lance. For the i.ikt-of this .ibominalde purpole this law was 
enabled; obllacles were tlnown in the wav of matrirnonv I 
and the po.'-n-r part of the people in particular, wen; fiih- 
jetfled to inconveniencies prejiulicinl to population, but 
iritndly to dthauclu ry. He fad, that, in his opininir, if u 
hundted young nohlnin n fhould, pr vio; s to tht^ law, have 
bvcn married to tlicir inotlur’i cl ambern au's, it would be 
a much Icfs evil, in the eye of Ood and the conftitntion, 
than if, through this law, one virtuous, poor, and aftliffionate 
couple had been preventid from nmnying. It was a law 
which fievv' in the fare of nature; and it lia<l ! een fuccefs- 
full) defeated by every couple who had it in llieir power to 
pay for a pofl-cliaifc to go to bctt’and ; and tlterefore all the 
'had confequences, all the evils, and all the hardft.ips, had 
been fuffered by the poor. He called youth the Fafon of 
gctieroilty; ami it had been conJlantly remarked, that the 
young men in that Houfe had dilliriguillied themlelves by 
their endeavonrs for the repeal of this law. When he look¬ 
ed round him, and faw fo many young men of falhion and 
influence, who had adorned this Pa'liainent in fo particular 
a manner, by a difplay of t-dents am! of/.cal unequalled in 
any former period of cur hlftorv, he doubted not but that 
now they would aftei i the becoming fpirit, and ftiew that the 
head of age was not fo wife as the heart of youth. This 
gallantry would infpire them with fentiments more noble than 
thofe which flow from pride m avarice, and inftigate them 
to ftand forwaid on this occalion, as the advocates and pro- 
teflors of the faireft ohjt‘<rts in the cie.ition, who were the 
chief fufterers by this itrliinnan law. He had, fora fccond 
time, the honour of enJeavouiing to further this bill; but 
he did it»now with a greater coiiviclion in its favour than he 
had then; for he h.rd, fince that iieriod, the opportunity of 
feeing a country unfhackled with fiich fetters; he had beheld 
America, Briareus like, fuj)portecl by the hands of matri¬ 
mony. They ftood forth in ]ier battles; and it was by the 
freedom, and the eafy accefs to matrimony, that their ranks 

4 I 2 were 


Au 



ei$ PARLIAMENTARY A. i78£, 

were filled, and that th^y had grown to To aftoniniing a 
power as to contend wiili Britain. I le was of an oninibn with 
his honoilrahlc friend, that [Kipu’ation was one of the great 
ohje£ls of every coyiitry, an 1 that in diltrcL and in diHicul- 
ties, he tliat can hoalf of his fuhjt’cts may ai)j>ly to himft’lf 
the beautiful paliage in fcnpiiire, *• Like as an arrow in the 
hands of the giant, evi n fo an-* young children I hippy is 
the man tliat hath his qt-iver full of tlieni; they lhall nor be 
afhamc'd when they fpeak with ihtir enemies m ihc gale.” 
He conclu.led with paving a c unpliin nt to the abiiiiies of 
Mr. Fox, in adverting to ti.e expiffli n, that he vvoul ' lu t 
have had cxiftence if tin; Ipiii' of the in.trri.ige-airL liad been 
fome time previous to Ids hiith. 

Mr.Couric- Mr. opened his fpircli hv faying, that notwith- 

pjy. ilamilng all that liad been urged wirhfncli llrengtlio: reiloii 
and force of aiguni -nr, againli the maniage .. 61 , he was 
flill bold enough to ftand up as an advnta^e 'or tliat aft, 
whicli, in his opinion, had been fo inodiemfly c.ilui'nii.atcd 
ar.d roifrcprefenlcd. He fnould iherefoie adduce 1 nns addi¬ 
tional argum nts in fup, ort of the princ iplesof that wife and 
judicious aft, which had even elc.iped the fagacity and acu¬ 
men of tlie lionouraMe gentleman (Mi. Aiii' ler) who had 
fpoken fo learnedly and ably on the lubj'-ct. He would even 
Venture to combat the decided opitiiun t)f a mofl itfptctable 
authority, the Lite judge lih'ckilone ; .mil, wiili the per- 
milTion of the h’ou(f, would lead .i Jhorl exirafl from his 
Commentari'-s on the poiui, “ '.-uch may i e, and much 
has been faid, botli for and aaM’ii'i this innovation on our 
ancient l.iwsaiid coiilliiution. (^n the one hand, ir prevents 
the clandelline marriage of mini'rs, which are oitena teiii- 
hle inconvenience to Ihofe pilvite famdics wherein tiu-y hap¬ 
pen. On the oduM' hai'il, TtUiamts upon marriag'^s, efpe- 
cially among the lower c!a s, are evidently deiniuental to 
the pubi c, by hindering the ipcrrafe oi peo le, .and to reli¬ 
gion and morality, by encouraging liccnti- ufnefs and dabau- 
cherv among the fingle of both le>es; and thcicbv deftroving 
oneendoffociety amlgovcinm. nt, which \>-conculntcrprohihere 
vago. And of this lall inconveniei.co the Kom.an laws were 
fo fenfible, that at the :atnc rime tji.it they forbad‘marriages 
without theconfent of p.'uent', and guardians they were lefs 
rigorous upon that very account with regard to other re- 
ftrainls; for If a parent did not provide a huiband for his ^ 
daughter by the time (he arcived at twenty-five, and (he 

afterward^ 






afrerwards made a flip in hcrcondufl, he was not allowecito 
difinherit her upon tfiat account; f^u 'ia non fua culpa^ fedpa~ 
rentum id commijrjjr cognojciturj* '1 he lentiments of this ce- 
lehratcd and learned Judge, continued Mr. Courtenay*, are, 
it mi'tt be allowed, pretty clear and Arong; yet he would 
bow to no authority, convinced that he Hood on the’vantage 
gro<'n<i ot tcaloM and phih'fophy. ' \'/har ar.- we to under- 
ftantl, continued he, l>y the Jaw ct nafurc ? !s it rot being 
goveinr;d by rhol'o paTlions and apjvtltes implanted 

in uihy nature- Is n<jt this facred law pararrount and lupe- 


rior tf' -ii other laws, which often ('crive tlieir vicious origin 


from lorre and tiaud, and produce tin fe artificial bonds in 
luciotv, hv which naruial libirtv is itflrained, and mankind 
(contrrny to the hcr.ign and cvi(ient in'.ertion of Providence) 
is rendered permanent! v inik rahle ? Is not wedlock one of 
th fe artificial bonds ? And liave not the tr mers of the Mar- 


riaj eafl, hy throv* ing eV'ry pofilhle ohfiacle in the way of 
matrin ony, wilVly, humanely, and generoufly endeavoured 
to lefloie the law of natuie, and to criccurage lliat inchant- 
ing intimacy between the fixes, without the pernicious cere¬ 
mony c>f m.irriage ? lint as fome gentienif'n were fceptical, 
hf would attempt to prove, beyond a poflihility of doubt, 
that the fr.imors of the Marriage a£l were influenced by the 
fiobkdi j)atnor c nu tives, and that Britain derived every 
blefiifig file enjoyed from their liberal and coinprehenfivc 
w^ay of ihinVing, in the firfi place, he was convinced, 
that by a monopedy of marriages among people of the high- 
eft rank and fortune, the purity of blood would defeend from 
generation to ‘ encration, and rheir virtues and their wifdom, 
their talents and their integrity, as well as their titles and 
eftates, would be perpetuated in their families in facula fa- 
cukrtim. Who would doubt this fa( 5 l on contemnlating the 
prelrnt race of right honourables, whofe blood had flowed 
down from father to fon, in one clear, deep, and ftately cur¬ 
rent of pare nobility, neither fouled nor contaminated by 
any fordid plebeian mixture. Did not we fee how diftin- 
guifheil thftfe men were in arts, arms, and fcience ? and to 
what could fuch great and fhining qualities be aferibed, but 
to the virtue of their anceflors, which they certainly inhe¬ 
rited by clelcent; and therefore very properly took little paint 
to acquire fuch brilliant qualities tnemfelves ? On the fame 
^ife and laudable principle, the Arabians preferve the noble 
breed of their horfes, (which never degenerate) and keep 
(heir genealogy with as much care as we regifter the iilufi 
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trious linenge of our great families in the Herald's OflScc; 
and is it not abfurcl, and almoll impious to ruppofe, that ally 
part of tlie brute crtation have any advantage over us in this 
refpe£l; and that the lame philo opljical fyitein may not be 
equally extended to improve, fuhlime, and exalt the human 
fpecies ! Have not all the wile nations of antiquity adopted 
the fame policy r Did not the ]i;ws always cjnhne tlie mar¬ 
riages to their own lei’peclive tiiljL.s; and one of llieir rab¬ 
bles (who was a g jtMl phyiiognomilt t,-afii'i t', that the fea¬ 
tures of the twelve ions of |aci>l», and tli.ir mental qualities, 
diferiminate the twelve tribes ot llVai l ro tins day. Do not 
the Gentoos, another tntion ctlebrau J for thi ir policy and 
antiquity, proinbi:, by b vcie peii.iiiii's. inter-man iages be¬ 
tween their <liiterent c.iiis r And mtglit ii not jull at tins 
time have a very good eirecl, and tiaul to cotinliate the at- 
fe<?lionb of that people, to have our Marriage avl fciir out to 
India? and no doubt ibme of our Nahotis. cut t)rgiatitude for 
the fortunes ih/y h.ive >0 honouiMldy acq.iiicd there, would 
readily be at the expence ofa tianllaiion . tliis would perhaps 
convince the Rramins, that the pnnci|)les of feme of our laws 
are congenial to tlicir own, and attach tln m more h.inly to 
the^ Britifli goveiiimirnt. In the courle of line debate, an 
honourable Baronet (Sir George Vongc) had f.id, that hy 
the law of the twelva- tahles^, ( olmhilation fora rwcdvun-unth, 
without being ablent llitce days together, bec.mn a legal mar¬ 
riage ; it was vei y true, there was lucli a law in thole days; 
but every body knew it wa- in thti infancy of the flate, 
when Rome was ab.nharous lepuhiic, M-he.i their fenate had 
nothing tile to confider hut wedh,-k and population, (fyno- 
nirnous terms aire.i.-ig rhf m) and eiittiug thtir neighbours 
throats. But when they becatnr poltihed .<nil refpitd by the 
genial influence of the tlerant arts, iin.ler the aulpicious and 
mild fway of their lanperors, wtdlotk was no longer en¬ 
couraged; the Chloes, the Lefluas, tlie hc.autiful courte¬ 
zans, the reigning toalls of the day, v ere celebrated by 
every man of wit and fafliion; and Horace, in his cups, 
gaily calls out, s r’evinm fcortum chdet d'.m'' ? The Roman 
fenate, enlightened by Giecian learning and the fludy of phi- 
lofophy, (chiefly Kpicureaft) confidered niaftimony as a 
/fate liable to much care, perplexity, and eiuilefs difquiet, 
and therefore confulted the happinefs and profperity of the 
people too much to encourage it. The fame reafon induced 
our Legiflature (who a< 5 Ied on flmilar public-fpirited Roman 
principles) to prevent young inconfiderate people from taking 
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this fatal, irretrievable rte;). Was ii not the liigheft wifdom 
in them to check am! Ccunrerav^t tholf; innate iinpotuous pal- 
fjc's, tliat ferment in you'iitiil hrealU, wliich plunge them- 
in love, ami entangle them in wed'ock. He begged the 
Houle would partifu arly confukr a It w*beneficial elfet‘'ls re- 
fuhing from t‘ e law now in force, wlhth would inevitably 
l)e loll by i s repral : in the firll place, many a pair are novv 
united in the lacred ban s, without the leafl: palfion for each 
other; they exptil no liappiri"fs in marriage, and therefoie 
cannot he dilappointed. 'i'heir prudent parents, or cool- 
bloode-! guardians, (fr m the ir own expelience) know very 
well t' at a coenubi.rl aiir tion, winch mull neceflaiily take 
place, may light up the lia ’ e of bwe, as lwo liteks will 
take fire at lah by conti- ued triiFfi'-n. He ret|uel-led the Houle 
would alio reco'.bthat the prelenf plan was alio favourable 
to divorces, and lurely tlrcle were higb.ly beneficial to the 
public; for as the parties often inariieJ again, two mai'- 
riages were produced out of one; as the cutting of a polypus 
in two, iniiead ol ddlroying, multiplied the Ipecies. This 
lie oniv urged as nrgumcnium ad homlncm. Mutual indiffe¬ 
rence alio naturally produced gallantry and intrigue, and coii- 
lecjnciuly that Irigh [)'.»lilli and nfinementof manners for 
W'hich our neiglibours, the l iencli, were fo iulily ceb biated ; 
and which enabled llu in to give the ton to all Kurope; but, 
as it is univerfally allowed that the ihitifli genius leads to 
improve on whatever they invent, it is to he hoped we fliall 
foot! Aicel tiieni even in this ; and hy the allomfliingand ra¬ 
pid jwogrels we have nia-h* (in tb.e g»aces) within live-and- 
iwenty years, that triumpliunt period is not very far dillant. 
He remaiked, that reafon was v\cak, and paffon llrong, in 
the youth of boili ffxes, from fixteen to twenty-one; this 
was the critical age of innocence and delufion : 

“ When fair opinion gilds with varying rays, 

“ Thole painted clouds W'hii.h be.sutity our days/’ 

The ingenuous youth then views the charms of his mlllrefs 
with'all that ridiculous heart felt love.and affeiSlion incident 
to folly and inexperience; file lillens to his honeyed vows, 
and if the Marrkige adl did not terrify them from the crime, 
they would undoubtedly marry. But the impratlicability 
effedtually faves them ; and what is the confequence? She 
yields to the bewitching fuggeftions of love and nature ; the 
^voungman grows wife; his eyes are opened ; he knows good 
i'Vom evil; &es things in their tzlie Bght; and thus improved 
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ami enlightened hy his fiideffay in the philolbphy of nature, 
he av'ts and thinU. os a man, gets rid of all chitdiOi prejii- 
dicts, and fre(|’iently, for ihe remainder of his life, prefers 
the f 'veet an l Iranfienl enjoyment of a miilrc's to the perpe¬ 
tual an ! einhitiered polu Hion of .1 wife ; the fpell is broken ; 
he forlakes Ivis once beloved rniilrefs; and if a child is born, 
it is coinmittetl to the tender and folfeting care of thej)arilh ; 
and the in-Hner, with all her rural bloom and beauty, comes 
up to to.vn, ami becoin-s a valuable acrpiilition to the public ; 
and, b\ a liberal diiliibution <if her chaims, Ihe, in her turn, 
p events our giddv undnnkmg yc'nth fiom ruining them- 
ielves, and bnn;;wi^ dil'41 ace on th ir families, by marrying 
preni irinely. In ail ( ivilized nations, this clafs of temales 
has bet:n prole<‘Vd, an*! no inilituiicjo, anci..nt or modern, 
Jus railed lo many recruits in tins way as the Marriage ai'f. 
In the virtnojs rimes of oar a- ceftors, a particular diA.idl 
was appropriated lor the ndidence of thefc libet.d fi'm.il’.s ; 
and as the cleigy tlicn claimet! an extlulive riglit on all nice 
and delicate points, in wh eh conkience and jdcaliire were 
concerned, the care, patronage, and piotcflion of thefc fe¬ 
males were committed to the Archbilliop of Canterburv. I'lie 
MaTiage m.^, be lai ', po'diiced p.umbc-s of illegitimate 
children ; fiiii'S by tiie comnv.'ii law, was ibc deiini- 


tion. flalfards w'cre t!ic cn ldren oj'tlie public; fnt the pul)- 
lic may julfly claim rls^ cinldren ol iioboily. "I’liey were a 
hardy race, unl'pn ted l.y t'le miflakon tenJi.rnefs of parents, 
hred up und<“r the paiillt ofTiccis with all the rigour of Spar¬ 


tan difcipline, .ii’d we: - gr’'at 
lupply our fleets ami ar li* s- 


and never-failing refources to 


An honourable gentleman ftieneral Purgoync) had held 
out to the ilouietlie pniicv of Amciic.i; w’hicli funblcft by 


a Marririgv a^t) give<“ t iv encouragement to wedlock and 


population. He talked ol tise golden age of America; that 


was long palled, ami, as it w'as now the iron age tbero, bo 
hoped wc Ihoukl not p .y much attention to her police or in- 
ftitutions. 'i he Iionourable gentleman might as well reconi- 
inend another curtom, (not uncommon^in America) the 
cuftom of the lads and lalie*. huiidling. The ceremony, lie 
heard, was this—the young man and woman fleep together, 
but, preferve the ftridtefl bounds of decency and ddtorum, by 
not taking ofFtheir under clothes; however, if the Stamp 


3(51 takes place under this reftriflion, and the girl proves 
with child, they are, ipfafaSloy married; but if nothing fub- 
ifantial is produced, it is fuii^iofed that nothing pafled but 

harmlefii 
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harmlefs play^ and the couple return to their forjner ilate of 
independence. 

He then adverted to the fituation of Ireland, where po¬ 
verty and population went hand in hand; becaufe there were 
prieiis in that country who would marry a couple for a {lul¬ 
ling and a bottle of whifkey ; and every cabbin was crouded 
with live or fix children ; thofe who had not been in Ireland 
could have no idea of Inch a fcene; but lie had often feen 
half a dozen of infants alinoft naked, fporting on a dunghill 
before the cabbin door, and their wdiite and ihining ikins put 
him in mind of blanched almonds iiuck in an orange pud¬ 
ding. 

He next called tlie northern members to vote againft the 
prefent bill, as a repeal of the Marriage adl would prevent 
many jaunts to Scotland ; by which the duties on poft horfes 
would be diminiihed, and the revenue, of courfe, fud'er. Be- 
lides, that many people would lole the pleafure of leeiug that 
celebrated country, which, but for matrimonial buliiiefs, 
they would never villt. 

One more objediion lie would obviate, and then conclude ; 
it had been triumphantly uiged, that by the ftiidl letter of 
the Marriage bill, a number of the clergy, and even fome 
Bilhops, were liable to tranfportation; or, inftead of that, 
might be fent to the Juliitia at Woolwicli. But lie begged 
the Houfo would icriouily confuler whether (luppofmg this 
adlually to take place) many beneficial eftedls might not refult 
from it. '1 lx; convicU would be reformed by the morality, 
pietv, and fobricty of their godly converfation, and many 
fouls would be lavoJ. Theie would be no fai ther neceffity 
for paying a chaplain, (a great and unnecellary expence) 
which fome gentlemen had complained of in tlie beginning 
of the felfion) and the noble Loid in the blue rililiand could 
then have no apology for Bill infulting and burdening the 
public with this national grievance, and increahng the civil- 
lift eftuhlifhmeJit. 

He fubmitted to the Houfe whether he liad not, on the 
fpiiiid principles of reafoii and philo<‘ophv, demonftrated the 
wifdom, policy, and utility of the Marriage a<^l; that it was 
confonant to the law of nature, and the uniform praiftice of 
every civihi^ed and enlightened nation, ancienr and modern; 
confonant to the genuine principles of our free conftitution; 
equally tending to promote public and piivate happinefs, to 
increase the revenue, prevent additional taxes, and diininifli 
1 :he poor’s rates, which mull ftill wfe, (enormous and oppreffive 
VoL. Ill. 4 K as 
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as tliey were at prefent) by beggary, population, and wedlock* 

A manly, ftrenuous, and eftedual oppofition to the prefent 
bill, could alfo prevent thofe great national calamities which 
iMuft inevitably enfue'by a repeal of the marriage a6l. He 
therefore hoped every friend to this country would defend 
and fupport it. 

itfr.Yorke. Mr. fpoke next. He defended the principles bn 

, which the marriage a£l was originally brought in, and the 
part which the Earl of Hardwicke took in it. In his opinion 
it was founded in wife and neceflary policy- As to the har- 
rangue which the laft honourable gentleman had made, it 
would has'e been fit for the fchool of cloquaice, but was cer¬ 
tainly indecent in that Houfe. 

Mr. Joliffc. Mr. ydiffc, notwithllnnding the fevere faMrc that h.'id been 
made upon the marri.age a6l hy Mr. Courtenay, faid, that he 
W'as yet a friend to it, and would oppofe its lepeal. No 
grievances had 3rifi,n from it, no real gjievances: whoever 
was able to pay for a poftchalfe, could go to ^'COtland. It 
nevi-.r was complained of till the late occalion in the Court 
of King’s Pencil, and in that cafe a noble Lord had provided 
a rcmetly. It was not at all a clear point that it had pro¬ 
duced any inconvenient confequences; none had ever come 
to his knowledge. He defetibed, in a lively manner, t)ie 
affliclion arifing to families of diftinflion from the imprudent 
marriages of theic children. An honourable gentleman whom 
he had in his eye, who was a diilinguijhed foe to the Mar¬ 
riage a£f, (Mr. Pox) did not know a parent’s heart; but he 
hoped he would know it one day, for he trulled he had not 
made any refolution agalnft entering into matrimony. 

He hoped lie would have a fon who would tranfmit the 
abilities and virtues of his father and grandfather to a late 
poltcrity ; and who would be the darling of his father, as he 
was of Lord Holland, whofe afFe» 5 lion for Charles, who was 
his favourite fon, was unbounded, and who always fpoke of 
him with rapture; but whether Mr. Pox Hiould ever marry 
or not, he knew that his generous heart embraced with ten- 
dernefs all his relations. Could he think, without horror, 
of the prefent young Lord Holland tarnifhing the honour of 
his houfe by a marriage with a common ftrumpet ? Yet tofo 
great misfortune was every youth expofed, if at every turn, in 
every place, a prieft was to be found, who would perform 
the ceremony of marriag'", and that marriage be valid. 

I'he law did not infringe the natt^ral libeity of mankind 
in marriage, but obliged them to take time to think before" 

they 
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they ventured on the moft important ftep tit their life, on 
which their happinefs or their mifery fo much deperhied. He 
faid that many younger perfons were feiit over to thisco«ntrY 
for their education, both from the Eaft and Well Indies, 
who might fall a prey to necelfitous and defigning vagabonds. 

It was an eafy matter to corrupt the fidelity of a fchool-mif- 
^trefs, who, after giving the fuitor frequent opportunities of 
being with the young lady, fays, Why^ really IVlil's, he is 
a very agreeable m:iii; you could do no better than marry 
him ; and the thing is done at once. 1 he young lady, htip- 
ped of lu'r fortune, is abandoned by her robber, and left to 
tlirgiace and want. 

He fa d, that the difficultit s which had arlfcn under the 
Mariiage a£l, were from the mif xplanatimi of that adf, and 
not from any error in it. He laid, that the adl had borne 
tlie tc A of years, wlthovit any amendment or propofal for 
that j)urpore, one only excepted, made by his noble ftiend, 
and this gave it, he believed, a fan<Slion in the opinion of the 
Houfe. In fliort, it was a moll faUuasy and necellary law, 
and hefiiould never give his vote lor Us repeal. 

Mr. Fox then role, and made his celelirat- d fptecli in Ta- W*"- 
vour of his motion. I’he honourable gentleman began with 
an ohfervation on thq ironical arguments that had Ijeen urged 
by Mr. Coprtenay againll the Marriage Tliey were 

not, perliaps, Inch as he lliould have chol'en to h.ive urged in 
that Hoe.fe, If he had poflefled the talents that were necf Ifary 
for the talk. They were, however, I'uch as vvimld fliew 
the Houle tlie abl’urdity of the a<£l, .and the neceflity of re¬ 
pealing it. 1 he defence that had been fet up in favour of 
the Marriage a<fl, was not what could polfibly incline the 
Houfe to fupport it. The gentleman who liad fpeken lall, 
had argued that the a£l had not produced the efFerls to which 
it was faid to be calculated to give rile. There ha<l been no 
complaints made; no inconvenience had been fuffered until 
the late inllance in the Court of King’s Bench, and for this 
ill confequence, a noble Lord had provided a remedy. Was 
this an argument for the continuance of tlie law? What! 
becaufe it had been nugatory ; becaufe, through the happy 
abfurdity of its intention, it had failed of producing the con- 
fequenccs for which it was defigned, it was to be fuffered to 
continue to ^ifgrace the Statute Book ! If it had taken efiedl, 
the honourable gentleman would then, according to his mode 
of reafoning, have had no ohjedlibn to its repeal; but becaufe 
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it had don'fio harm, becaufe it had been ine£Fe6tual, becaufe 
it had nugatory, it was to be conhdered as beneficial, 
or leafl as harmlefs. I'he honourable gentleman placed 
this in various points of view, and contended that this, 
which was the only intelligible argument that had been ad¬ 
duced in favour ot the bill, ought to urge and inftigate the 
Houfe to a repeal; for it was an acknowledgement of its 
danger, of its impropriety, of its baneful and pernicious ten¬ 
dency, and all that it meant to inform was, that its wealc- 
nefs was greater than its wickednefs; that it had not power 
ecjvial to its will ; and that having been conceived in folly, it 
had ended in difappointment. \Vhy fhould -a flatute fland 
upon the books, whofe only defence and whofe only merit 
could be found in its inefficacy ? It was a ridiculous and a dif- 
graceful predicam-ms to which gentlemen were reduced in 
I'upporting a dotlilne that W’as contrary to the laws of nature 
and reafon. He had feen three attempts made to repeal this 
law; one of them he had made hirnfelf, and one of them had 
paffed that Houie to meet its overthrow in another place ; 
and on all ihele occafions lie had never heard one good, found 
argument in' favour of the bill. Neither on thele occafions, 
nor on the firft introduction of the hill into the Houfe, agree¬ 
able to the heft of his information, had there ever been an 
argument advanced in its favour, which ought to have 
weighed with the Legiflature for its paffing. He believed, as 
it had been fuggefled by his honourable friend, that Sir Dud¬ 
ley Ryder did exprefs a wifli that he had it in his power to 
fepaiate the high from the vulgar, and prevent their inter¬ 
marriage and mixture. Good Heaven ! could any tiring be 
more difgracefiil or more contr ary to the fpirit and excellence 
of our conftitnlion? It was a ground to wlrich the prefent 
friends and fupporters of this bill ware aihamed to refert.— 
They fl<'W to other refuge, and contented themfelves with 
inapplicable arguments drawn from examples of countries in 
which there was no analogy to our own, and from w'hich no 
fair and juft couclufioii could he dravvn. But notwithftand- 
ing their new arguments, tliefaCl and the truth was, that the 
original intention and purpol’e of the aCl was, as Sir Dudley 
Ryder had confefled, for feparating the perfonsof high rank 
and fortune from the mafs of the people; and with this infa¬ 
mous defign, an adl had been made which only afFeCfed the 
lower orders of life; for all its confequences had been de/ 
feated in rhofe circles where it was chiefly intended to take 
cfFeCl, Whoever could pay the expence of apoftchaife to 

Scotland, 
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Scoiland, laughed at and defied the bill. It was only againil 
thofe who could not afford that expence that it had operated 
as a grie%ance. The learned gentleman who had begun the 
oppoiition to his motion, had gone into*a train of reafoning 
which to him was inexplicable. He had confounded the laws 
of man with the rights of nature, and had conlidered proper¬ 
ty as a natural right. It was by no means fo. It was an 
artificial right, the crea'ion of human means, perfectly ad¬ 
ventitious, and by no means connetSied with the dignity, the 
rank, or the happinefs of nature. Marriage was, on the 
contrary, a natural right. He had afl'erted this on the oc- 
cnfion of his intjoducing this matter to the Houfe before, 
and had been contradidUd and laughed at for theaflertion, but 
he ftjll maintained, that marriage was a right of nature, to 
which every crcaiiire was in comrrjon inritled by the wife 
laws and difpt'nfations of Providence. This alTertion he ex¬ 
plained and proved, hy faying, that the intercourfe of the 
fexes was a natural right, a right recognized by the laws of 
the country, and oF whiih they could not he deprived by 
human inftitutions. '1 h.it intercourfe was limited by the 
laws of this, and of every other civilized and Chriff ian coun¬ 
try, to a ffate of wedlock. This then being the only legal 
condition on which the natural right of intercourfe could be 
exercifed, he was intitled to fay, and after this explanation 
he truffed he lliouhl not he contradi£led, that marriage was 
a natural right. What then ! could the legiflature of this, 
or of any country, conceive in their infolence or in their 
folly, that they had it in their power to reverfe the de¬ 
cree of Liod, to alter the fyflem of Providence, and to de- 
ffroy, by a human law, a natural right! For this reafon he 
had always conceived, that this ad! was one to which the 
legiflature were not competent from their authority, and 
much lefs from their capacity. He did not conceive that 
Parliament had It in their power to deftroy or to abridge one 
right of nature; fucli was the right of marriage; fucli was 
the right of human liberty, for which our conilitution had 
fo amply provided. Put if they had prefumed, at any mo¬ 
ment of pride or avarice, to do that for which they were not 
conflituled, the other obflacle had intervened, and defeated 
the intention as well as the end. 1 his was the obft.acle of 
their incapacity. It had been viflble in other inflances. it 
liad r-perated lo the advantage of ipankind in this. For though 
the Marriage AiSt had been framed with all the ingenuity 
and all the caution of human ikill; though there was no error 

or 
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or defe«5l: in any of its provifions, yet it had failed of pro¬ 
ducing the delired end. Why r For the fame reafoii that all 
fuch bills, however fubtle, mull fail, in which the cunning 
of man dares to fe^himfdf up in dppofirlon to infinite wif- 
dom, and to the eternal laws of CJod. JJut it was faid, 
“ This a6l does not cleilroy the right of marriage, allowing 
it to be a natural riglit, it only fufpends the enjoyment of 
that rigiit for a time. After the age of twenty-one the paity 
is at hherty to enjoy that right, for then he or fhe is arrived 
at the age of judgment and of diferetion.” The futility of 
this argument was evident from the recital of il. Was there 
any fuch limitation in the laws of nature? Did fhe point out 
any period when the human mind might without fear be left 
to follow its own dictates in the enjoynu nt of this great right 
and purpofe of their hting, after having matureil tlie creature 
for the enjoyment of the right, did Ihe reilrain liim for a 
time fiom that enjoyment? No; on the contrary, nature 
pointed out tlie tyranny of the rellridlion hy the general 
operation of her I'yhem. 'J’he age at which the fexes were 
marriagea' le was loveia! years fooncr than the age of twenty 
one, and tor feveial years therefore they were deprived of the 
enjoyment of this natural right. They were deprived of 
the ext-rcife of it in that leafon of life mofl favourable to all 
the noble and gcneious inducements of the mind, when with 
the warm incentives of love and afFe£lion the fexes met with¬ 
out thefc low and fordid views which intereft pointed out, 
and which age and avarice confirmed. The feafon of youth 
is the fealoa of palfion, when the heart pofleffed all its feel¬ 
ing and fenhhility, untainted by the mercenary confidera- 
tions which afterwards our commerce with, and knowledge 
of the world were likely to infpire. I'his then was the feafon 
when connections were likely to be formed between the 
fexes, which having their origin in mutual paffion, were 
calculated to confer permanent felicity. It was paffion and 
not reafon that was the beft capable of providing for our 
happinefs in wedlock, 

if we were in every great occurrence of our lives, and par¬ 
ticularly in tJjis, to wait for the flow deciflons of reafon and 
difcmtioii, what mull he the confequence ? Solitary fingle- 
hood and general depopulation; for if men in a cold and fo- 
ber mood, were to fit down to calculate all the probable ad¬ 
vantages and difadvantages of wedlock, thedifgulls and anxie¬ 
ties, and all the tribe of cohtingencies to which the weaknels 
and vices of the heart fo often gave birth, bow few, how 

compara- 
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comparatively few, of ihf human race would venture on the 
ftate ; for in Inch a calculation, what were theconfiderations 
that would have weight? bimilaiitv of age, gentlentfs of 
difpofjtion, and above all, union of hearts? No; thefe 
would he fecondary conliderations, and tire primary would be 
foitune, biith, ccnnedlions, and iplendour. Thefe were the 
motives that ;u‘iiiated parents and guardians in their negoci- 
ations for their children and wauls, and thefe were the caufes 
of all the multiplied vai ieties of connubial milery. It vi'as 
to him a plain, llniple, and pofitive maxim, tliat no perl'on, 
not even a parent, with all the love and tenderncl's which he 
might ho Inppoied to poflefs, and much hfs a guardian with¬ 
out thofe ties, could poflihly judge fo well for a fon, a daugh¬ 
ter, or a ward, as the pcrlon themfelves. VVe w'ere always 
the heft judges of what was moft agreeable to our own difpo- 
ftlions, c ur own wants, and our own dehres in life. In that 
generous Icafoii, which was prohibited by law, the \ oung 
parties were more likely to judge well for iheinrelves than 
tlieir parents or their guardians. 'I he one would decide from 
paffion, the other would argue Iroin pru«!ence; and in this 
refpeft it was, that, as Ids honourable friend had with truth 
and beauty exproired it, “ the heart of youth was wiler than 
the head of age.” 

Philofophei s might argue as they pleafed for the preva¬ 
lence of reafon, it was however a faifl, which neither mora- 
lifts nor philofophers could deny, tliat nature had planted 
padion in the lieait of man for the wifeft purpoles, both of 
religion and of li^e; and it was finely c.tlcuhted in many 
cafes, to fubduc and overthrow reafon ; to rile fuperlor to 


its flow authoiity, and 10 urge the mind to entcrprr/.es, in 
which theie was at once both danger and (’elighr. 

l^ean Swift had a maxim, in the truth of wddeh he argued 
as thoroughly as he ever did in any fentiment or axiom what¬ 
ever. It was, “ That there vveic two paffions in the liumnn 
heart fupei ior to the go\ ei nrnent and controul of reafon, and 
which were planted tlierehy a particulai Providence, lor the 
prelervation of the fpecics; thefe were, tlui lovo of lihv and 
the love of thefexes.” Tlie firfl was of manifeft advantage, 
for were it not forthis princijile, warped round our hearts, and 
made pait of o'ur Iv-ing, could we, m menients of agony and 
defpair, refift the influeiito of reaion, a’;d her forcible per- 
fuafions to annihilaiion ' I’hij love ol hfo made us hear up 
ag.Vinft the torrent of dilaltcr, iiod aU t!j- evils wdth which we 
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had equal operation on our condu6);. It rofe fuperior to all 
the chilling didlntes of prudence, and made us hazard that, 
which, if we were to confult conveniency, fafety, and advan¬ 
tage, peiliaps we ought with caution to avoid. Thefe prin¬ 
ciples then were wi<ely planted in our bofoms for the prcfer- 
vation and the happinefs of the fpecies; and no human law 
could pollihly dcllroy or even diminilh them. 

Bat it was laid—What! fliall the indifcretion of an hour, 
of a nivO'ucnt. of a ralli moment of deluded paflion, be the 
means of fixing permanent mift-ry on-an unhappy youth, or 
an unfortunate female, by an unadvifed marriage? To this 
he iliould aniwer in few words, and in very exprefs terms, 
that fuel) was the provifion of nature, tliat when perfons 
entered into the fiatcof wedlock they were doomed to fufFer 
its hardih'ps or to enjoy its pleafures. It was a confsquence 
which the legiflatuie of this country could not by its autho¬ 
rity prevent. As well might they attempt by powxr or by 
art to overcome all the other dirpenfations of n.iture. As 
well might they lay, that it was a melancholy confideration 
that a female, in confequence of one falfe ftep, of one indif¬ 
cretion, ihould incur penal;ies of an excrutiating and a per¬ 
manent kind; that llie fliould be forced to bear about a tedi¬ 
ous burthen for nine months, and he fubjcdl to all the con¬ 
finement and pains of pregnancy. 7'rue.—But it was a law 
of nature whiclvneither the talents nor the power of man were 
able to fubdue, and which it would be wickednefs and pre- 
fumption to attempt. This was cxadily the ca'e in the pre- 
fent inflance. 'fhe fufferings and enjoyments were the lot 
of man, and were not to he affumed as a reafon for impolitic, 
unjufi, and cruel prohibitions. 

Befides, on the principles of wiggifm, the Marriage A(Sl 
was unjufiifiable, and inconfillent with the fpirit of ourcon- 
Bitution. 'I he I'pirit of wiggifm holds and declares it as 
a doctrine of Kritifh privilege, that no fubje£l fliall he forced 
to obey a law to which he did not give his conlent by him- 
felf or his reprefentative. This law however, in contr'ulic- 
tion to this avowed principle of liberty, credled an arbitrary 
authority in the patent and the guardian over- the child and 
the ward. He knew that many virtuous men who loved and 
maintained the principles of wiggifm, from their miftaken zeal 
for this a£l, refufed their aflent to this argument; and faid, 
“ that furely an authority might be fecurcly veiled in the pa¬ 
rent or the guardian, as they mull be conceived to he more 
capable, from fuptrior relifon and intelligence, of judging'in 
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this important point for the happinefs of thofe intruiled td 
their love and care.** This was an argument which would 
certainly^ ^Pply ^1^1^ much juilice and weight to defpotifm 
as to parental authority. It was the (argument conflantly 
made ufe of by tyrants to juflify their power. “ Why do 
you attempt to deny me power and defpotic fway ? fays the 
King of France, or any other unlimited raon.arch, “ furely 
1 will exetcife it for your bentht. What ! fliall ploughmen 
be left to deliberate and decide on what is heft for them ? 
Shall labourers—(hall mecluinics—(hall the lowed and moft 
ignorant of the people he permitted to judge of government ? 
No, they know not what is good for them ; place defpotic 
authority in my hands, you may place it with confidence, as 
it will be exercifed with moderation, and you may alfo be 
aUhred, that it will be held and employed only for your good.** 
This was always tlie delufive and the weak plea for defpot¬ 
ifm, and what was the anfwerof thofe who flood up for the 
elevation of the fpecies on the hafis of juft government and 
common liberty ? “ No, every man, even the lovveft and the 
moft ignorant labourei and mechanic knows heft what is good 
for him to enjoy, and what is painful for him to fufter. No 
man can contrive his happinefs and his comfort fo well as 
hiinfelf, and therefore he will fuhmit to no law in which he 
has not a voice, either by himfelf or by his reprefentaiive.’* 
This was the true do6lrine of wiggifm, and it applied as 
fully and efFe£lualIy in this cafe, as it did in that of civil 
government. But it was immediately faid, What! would you 
permit a hoy of fourteen, and a girl of twelve years of age 
to judge for ihemfelve.s ? Would you fulKir them to yield to 
tlie hafty emotions of dciire, and marry.without the confent 
of their parents.? In all this ftilc and train of reafoning, 
there was the moft palpable deception. People argued on 
this ground, as if tliere was no interval or intermediate fpace 
between the age of fourteen and that of twenty* one. By tliis 
they endeavoured to divert the mind from the true confidera* 
tioii of thequeftion. If Parliament iniheir vvifdom think it fit 
that there fhould he a limitation, let them, in the fettling of 
that reftridllon, coidult the ilecotum of nature, and take her 
example for their guide* Let them from ohfervaiion and ex- 
peiience affix to the right of marriage tlie peiiod which the 
general mother of mankind points out for its enjoyment, and 
not fufpend it for feven or eight of the moft valuable years 
in the life of man. He had framed his bill indeed without 
a?>y limitation in this rtfpeiSl; betaufe, being forced himfelf 
VoL. lU. 4 L to 
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to undertake the tafk, he was under the necellity of framing 
it agreeable to his own inclinations and fenliments on the 
fubjedl; but though he thought that there fliould be no re- 
ilridtion whatever as to the time of marriage, he was not fa 
bigoted to his opinipn on this part as to refill the fenfe of 
the Houfe, and he would be ready to hear the opinions of 
gentlemen on this topic. 

But there wa^ another argument againft this reftridlion, 
which in his opinion was ot a very flrong nature, and with 
which he could not by any means reconcile the condudl of 
the legillature in paflTing the Marriage A£k. The eftablilhed 
religion of the land, the religion which they all refpeiSled 
and profefled, that of Proieflantifni, did not admit of celi¬ 
bacy in any degree. It denied marringe to no human being, 
but confidered it as a divine inliitution for the wiled pur- 
pofes, which ought to be encouraged, not retarded by the 
jaws of fociety. Could the legillature then, agreeable to 
the folemn conllitution under which they liad their authority, 
confident with the oaths which they had taken, and with 
every obligation, moral and political, could they prefume to 
alter or to innovate the religion of the kingdom? Could 
they graft the Inconvenient hraiulies of Popery on the trunk 
of Protedantifm? No. The religion of the land in all its 
parts was facred, and they had it not In their power to de¬ 
prive their fellow fubjedls of one right enjoyed under the 
difpenfations of this religion. What did the Marriage A«5l 
do? It edablidied celibacy for a conddeinble part, and that 
too, as he had faid, the mod valuable part of the life of man, 
unlefs he Ihould fuhmit to authority inconfident with human 
freedom and with Britilh rights. Celibacy even for a time, 
when enjoined by arbitrary mandate, was contrary to our re¬ 
ligion; the wife and the pure policy of which was to invite 
the fpecies to matrimony, as the mod expedient and the hap- 
pied means of intercourfe in fociety and of population on 
the earth. It wifely forefaw that no human inditutes could 
poflibly counteradl the great purpofes of nature, and feeing 
that the love of the fexes would promote their intercourfe, it 
wifely and properly appointed the ceremony of marriage, 
and it confined it to no defeription of perfons, but it extend¬ 
ed it freely and fully to all. It was his fincere opinion, that 
the population which took place in the world without mar¬ 
riage was inconvenient to a country, and never anfwcred the 
purpofes of general increafe. I'he reafons were obvious to 
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every common obferver; and, in a flile of the defbriptive, 
which we are not able to imitate nor to report, he drew, 
and exhibited a couple in a ihate of connubi,il iiuluitry and 
felicity, and again the fame couple in a ftate of illicit de¬ 
bauchery and inifery. The comparifon had all the beauties 
of truth and all the energies of eloquence. 

In that generous fealon, fays he, which tliis Marriage 
Adi labours and intends to blali, a young man, a farmer, or 
an artilan, liecomes enamoured of a female, poffuHing, like 
hinifelt, ail the honell and warm alFedlions of the lieart. 
They have youth, they have virtu<% they have lendernefs, 
they have love—hut they have not fortune. Prudence, with 
her cold train <1 allociates points out a variety of obftacles 
to their union, but iMfilon lurniounts them all, and the cou¬ 
ple are wedded. What are the conlecpit nces! hap[)y to 
ihemlrlws and favouralile to their countiy. 1 heir love is 
the tweetiier otdonadic life. 'I heir prolpet^ofa rifing fa¬ 
mily becomes an incentive to induJtry. T heir natural cares 
and their toils are loftenefl hy the extacy ol ail'oiding protec¬ 
tion and nouiilhmtiit to their children. T he hulband feels 
the inticemeiu in fo powerful a degree, that he fees and 
knows the benefit of his application. Every hour that he 
woiks brings new acconiinodaiions to his young family. By 
lahouiing this day, he fupplies one want, by labouring an 
other, he imparts one conveniency or one comfort; and thus, 
from day to d.iy, and week to week, he is roufed into adti- 
vity by the moft endc*aring of all human motives. T'he wife 
.again, iulligated hy the fame defires, makes liis houle com¬ 
fortable, and his hours of repofe happy. She employs wliat 
he eanis with occonomy, and while he is providing food and 
raiment fur his children, flie is bufied in the inateinal culti¬ 
vation of their minds, or the laudable exertion of their young 
hands in ufcful labour. Thus w’hile they fecure to them- 
felves the moft fober and tranquil felicity, they become by 
their marriage, amiable, adlive, and virtuous members of fo- 
ciety. 

View the fame people in another light. Bound together 
in heart by the moft ardent defires, and incited by their paf- 
fion to marry without having any great piofpedl before them, 
their parents intervene, they are not arrived at the age of 
twenty-one; under the authority of the Marriage Adi, their 
parents prevent their marriage. They reftrain them from 
committing, agreeable to this law, the crime of matrimony 
wi2)iout their confent. * 

“ Sid metuerf patres quod non potuijje vetarV' 

4 1^2 


They 



628 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1781. 

They may reftrain them from marriage, but they have it not 
in their power to prevent their iiitercourfe. The couple, re¬ 
trained in their defire of marriage, with a tranfition as na¬ 
tural as it is eafy, give way to their inclinations, and a con- 
neflion enfnes, in w4iich there is more of indifcretion than of 
guilt. What are the confequences ? Enjoyment fatiates the 
man and ruins the woman ; ilie becomes pregnant; he, pro- 
fecuted by the parifli for the maintenance of the child, 
is initiated in a courfe t>f unfettlcd purfuits and of licen¬ 
tious gratifications. Having no incitement to incluflry, he 
lofes the clifpofition, and he either flies the place of his refi- 
dence, to avoid the expence of the child, or hr remains the 
corrupter and difgrace of Ins ntighbourhood. The unhappy 
female, after fuflering all the contemptuous repioach of re¬ 
lations and all the exulting cenfure of lemale acquaintances, 
is turned out of doors, and doomed to ftruggle with all the 
ills and difficulties of a llrange and a fevere world, 7'he mi- 
ferable wanderer comes to London, and here, after waiting 
perhaps in vain to procure fome holpitable fervice, in which 
ihe might be able to retrieve or conceal her misfortune, Ihe 
is forced, much oftener by neceflity than inclination, to join 
that unfortunate defcription of women, who f’ek a precari¬ 
ous fubfiflence in the gratification of loofe defire. Good 
God I what are the miferies that flie is not to undergo! what 
are the evils that do not refult to fociety ! but above all, wliat 
mufl be the confolation of that legillature, who, from pride 
and aval ice are mean enough to iiifii61: fuch misfortunes on 
their country ! 

The honourable gentleman faid, that thefe obfervations 
went chiefly to that part of the a6l, which prohibited per-, 
fons from marrying before the age of twenty-one, without 
the confent of parents or guardians. He had very deter¬ 
mined objedlions to this claufe ; but it was not the part of 
which he principally ohje6fed. The nullity was the .'abomi¬ 
nable part of the bill, to which he could never by any means 
be reconciled. In a variey of the mofl forcible arguments 
he fhewed the fatal confequences that mull refult from this 
provifion. The inconveniencics and the calamities that mult 
be felt by families, in tlie Jofs of reputation and of fortune, 
he had pointed out on a former day. He had* fhewn, that, 
under the profligate cruelty of this law, the unhappy chil¬ 
dren of marriages not foiemnifed agreeable to all the reflric- 
tions of this law, might be difturbed in their fucceffion, and 
b?lftardifed by a decifion of the courts of Wellminfter, ye^. 



629 


A. 1781. DEBATES, 

• • 

or perhaps generations, after the time. In the law of inhe¬ 
ritance, a prefcripiive poflefiion for fixty years quieted all 
other claims; but here tliiere was no prefcription, and confe- 
queyitly there would and could he no fecuriiy. After a fami¬ 
ly had been in the unmolefted poflefJiorT of an eftale for 500 
years, (and at feme time the adf will have lafted fo long) a 
flaw may traced in the ceremony of an ancient marriage, 
and, though generations have iiitei^vened, the pofleflbrs may 
be diiven from the eftates. This was an evil of the moll fc- 
rious magnitude, agninll which the leglflntnre could not too 
carefully provide. Even thofe great families of the ariflo- 
cracy, who were induced from pride .itu! av.irice to make and 
fupport this ndl, might one d.iy be hrongh.t to fetl the danger 
of countf’ra<Sling tlie difpeiiGtions of nature, by fuffering the 
confequences. 

I'lie greateil argument that had ev-’r heon advanced in fa¬ 
vour of this nullity vvas, that inditferent young mm and 
women Ihould mit he doomed to fufltT, to the end of their 
lives, the conlequences of one bally adf of paflion. Then, 
examining the law oh this ground, what did it do? It pro¬ 
vided relief for llie conlequences of one paflion of the mofl: 
amiable nature, the paflion of love; hut it removed the pof- 
fjbility of conquering the efledfs, or of atoning for the 
raflinels of other [>aliions, the hale pafllons of pride, anger^ 
and avarice. A young couple, not yet arrived at the age of 
twenty-one. induced by the lliong, virtuous, ahd generous 
paflion of love, marry without the conlenc of their parents. 
The parents, who have other ideas of luippinefs than thofe 
which are centered in love, are inll.amed with mean and mer¬ 
cenary refentment, and in the violence of tliis had paflion, 
they procure the marriage to be declared null and void. The 
young couple, happy in themfelves, overlook the difappoint- 
ment of fortune, and amidll a beautiful piogeny, doomed 
though they are to the fhame and the penury of hnflards, 
experience all the delights wliich a marriage of the heart is 
calculated to bellow. But what is the fate of the mil'erahle 
jrnifguided parents? Their reientment having given way to 
time, their paflions of pride, avarice, and anger, having 
foftened into parental tendernefs and forgiving contrition; 
feeing their children happy, and furrounded by a numerous 
olFspring, they relent, and are anxious to undo what 
they have done, hut in vain; in one ralli, violent fit of paf- 
fion, they have made the marriage null and void, and bafl* 
t|rdifed the iflue, and now no human power can make them 

other wife. 
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othemife. They may repent, but they cannot atone for 
their guilt. They may die with the miferable refle(Slion» 
that by their unfeeling condudl their children’s children will 
be deprived of their, jull rights, but they cannot live to pre¬ 
vent it, or to make them amends. Such then has been the 
wife forefight and the generous guardianlhip of Parliament ; 
they have provided a remedy for the indifereet cxercife of an 
amiable palfion, but they have taken care to prevent the pof- 
fibility of remedying or of attoning for the rafti and unjull 
violence of a bad pafiion. The errors of the fon are to be 
fuffered for a day; the guilt of the parent is to endure for 
ever. 

The honourable gentleman dwelt with great energy oii fe- 
veral of the calamities to be fuffered by this provifion of 
rendering the marriage null and void, and faid that there 
was no alleviation of the confequences to be procured^ 
nor no remedy, as the aft now flood. He particularly ad¬ 
verted again to the argument urged by Mr. Ambler, that 
property was a nutural right, and ought to be confidered in 
fettling an union heiween the fexes. He abhored the idea 
of making property a confideration in wedlock, ancLof rff- 
fuming artificial dillinftions in this refpeft as an obfiacle ' 
and objeftion to union. He mentioned the recent cafe of a 
right honourable couple which had came before the Lord 
Chancellor, ( he meant the cafe of Lord William Ciordon 
and the honourable Mlfs Irvine); when that decifion was 
made, he confdfid he was at fir ft tempted, notwithftanding 
the reverence which he had for his eminent abilities and in- 
tegrity, to blame him for the doftrine which he held, but 
he was taught to confider the decifion, which he made, as 
the refultof the adl. He was not the guardian of the lady ; 
there was only vefiecl in him, by means of this aft, afoit 
of guardianfhip with refpfft to the property of the lady. 
The example ferved, however, to convince him of the ex¬ 
treme abfurdity of fuch a mode of deciding on the propri¬ 
ety and impropriety of an union. That a perfon, whofe 
habits and employment in life cliiefly confined as they were 
to Chancery fuits, flrould he appointed as the arbiter of 
matrimony, and that men and women Ihould be brought 
before him, that it might be argued and debated whe¬ 
ther 900I. a year was a proper match for 1500I. a year; 
and whether 500I. a year on the one fide, and 700I. a 
year on the other, with fo.me advantages on this fide, art^ 
ibme difadvantages on that fide, were fit matches for each 

other; 
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other; and thefe {hould or ought to he confiderat ions for pre* 
venting the alliance of two rational beings, whofe happinefs 
was loconfift in their attachment to each other in the mind, 
and not in their cafual firualiori with refpcA to fortune, was 
to him the niofl; ahfiird and the mofi: ridTculous dodlrine that 
could pollibly he imaginf*d. He fully believed that the Lord 
Chanci'llor had upon lhatoccalion done his duty in following 
the dictates of the law in tlie cafe he had mentioned ; but it 
was an argument which ought to convince the Houle that 
fuch a power ought not to lie eftahliflied, lince in fa 61 it 
went to make marriage a mere matter of calculation, which 
a grave, rigid lawyer, wlio having gained the bench of a 
cnuitoflavv, may he iupoofed to have got the better of the 
paflions and fenfihilities of love, may decide with truth and 
accuracy. He wiil»ed to relcuc matrimony from the difgrace 
of being a fcheme of traffic, and to reffore it to its juft dig¬ 
nity, natuie, and end, an alliance of love, offentiment, and 
of fympatiiy. 

He took notice of a circumffance which he hvid forgot to 
mention before; but though it was out of place, it would 
not he out of fcafon, and that was, that when guardians 
flood up in oppofitioii to the marriage of their wards with 
the men of their liearts, they generally did it from motives 
ofper'bnal inten ft, and they fcldom failed of producing the 
purpofes which they had in view ; for, by preventing their 
marriage, they generally induced them to wed foine friend 
or relation of their own, for the fake of their fortune, to 
the ruin, perhaps, of their peace and tranquillity for life. 

The hoi'ourable gentleman, after many other arguments of 
the moft admirahh* nature, came to a conclufion, and faid, 
that, being unwillingly mnile the p'.rfoii to whom the talk, 
was conimitred of inttoducin,:; this hill into the Houfe, he 
had ftanu-d it, as he had faid, agreeable to his own defires, 
which wore undoi'hiedly for the total repeal of every part 
of the Marriage adl, (?xcept the regiiler. But as he knew" 
well the force and effe£ts of prejudice ( ii the human mind, 
tliat in time it became a part of our natiire, and was too 
poweiful either for tho force of rcai'on or of truth to over¬ 
come, he was willing to abate a great deal of what was pro¬ 
per, in order to fecure what was praifhcahle. He willicd to 
hear the fentimenis ol gentlemen on tlu; fuhjctft; to receive 
their alEftance; to be iiiftriuSled how it might be modified 
in fuch a iruinncr as to conciliate^iifclf to the fcvcie preja- 
^ Z dices 
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dices of the other Houfe, that at leaft a part, if not the 
whole, of the evils might be overcome. 

He was particularly anxious to take away the nullity. If 
that could be efFc^Wd, which was the moft material in its 
confequences, he (hould not be fo flridt and eager .about the 
period of limitation. At the fame time he declared, that if 
he failed, he fliould not defpair; he would w.itch times and 
feafons, and he pledged himfelf that if ever he obferved a 
moment favourable for the repeal of the aft he would em¬ 
brace ir, in the peiiuafion that the Parliament of this coun¬ 
try could not long remain fo abfui,d or fo ignorant as to 
give their fupport to fuch a law. 

U.Nugent. Lord Nugent faid, that he hared, from the latenefs of the 
feafon, that there might be ground for the Lords to obje6lto 
the bill. He faid, he had ftated fimilar fears with regard to 
the oppofition of the minifter, which be knew to have been 
very fatal on a former occafion to a fimilar hill. He could 
have wifhed it to come on at another feafon, hut come on 
when it would, he could not fo belie his principles as to be 
iilent upon the fubjedt. He faw three different clafTes for 
whom it was neceflary legally to provide a remedy; thofe, 
whom the deficiency of the law had, which was now the cafe, 
unmarried ; thofe who by accident were, married without all 
the neceffary lormalites, and who confequently were liable 
to be unmarried; and thofe whom the guilt of their hulbands 
had unmarried : thefe there ought to he an immediate reme¬ 
dy for; and if there were nor, the prefent adl would be defi¬ 
cient; for of all the injuries to which this ad! was liable to give 
rife, none in his opinion were fo bad as this, that a young 
fellow when under age might marry .in unfufpcdling girl, and 
when he came of age aholifh the union by the law, after he 
was tired of the polTefiion. Shall a hdl be provided without 
being general ? Yet this has been the cafe of ihe Marriage 
A £1 ; for it never thinks to preferve Jenny or Molly with 
her twenty guinaes clinking againft a filver thimble; its 
only attention is to Lady Jenny or Lady Mary. He could 
not fee the advantage of a three weeks quarantine before the 
veflel could get into port, only becanfe flie was richly laden. 
He fincerely wiflied he could get Dr. Price to calculate the 
lofs population was doomed to undergo by fuch a quarantine. 
He faid that the Houfe of Commons was not a place to talk, 
in fuch a manner of a leparation, for their arillocracy ; if it 
were fo, let them have a taft for themfelves, that we n^lay 
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fee new Chalkftones hobbling info futurity with all their fa¬ 
thers honours thick upon them. 

The Houfe then divided on the motion for the fccond 
reading of the bill, when the miniAer was left in a minority. 

Ayes 90 ; noes 27. • 

1 he Houfe then went into a committee on the Cocoa nut 
and Chocolate hill, and a fliort debate enfued. 

Sir Gr^y Cooper Hated, that falfe permits had of late been Sir 6r<ry 
obtained by perlons v\l)o dealt in teas, by which means large Cooper, 
quantities were frequently finuggled, and paiTed upon the re¬ 
venue .officers as tea on which duty had been paid, to the 
great detriment of the £all-lndia Company and the fair 
trader. In order to prevent this for the time to come. Sir 
Grey had inferted a claiife, by which no dealer in tea could 
fend to a cuHomer any quantity exceeding 20II). and this rule, 
he thought, would render all fmuggllng of tea very difficult, 
as the bags carried by the fmugglers’ horfes weie generally to 
the weight of I2lh. 

Mr. Alderman Bull procured an alteration of this claufe; Mr. Al<|. 
and Sir Grey Cooper agreed, that dealers in tea fliould be 
allowed to fend it in one or more quantities, not exceeding 
4olb. each, under a permit, provided a permit was fent with 
each parcel. 

Sir Grey Cooper Hated another great abufe that had taken S!r Grey 
place, and for the remedying of which he had inferted a claufe. Cooper. 
It had been a pra6lice w'ith many of the (liHillers, in the 
abfence of the officer of the cuHonis, to mix a quantity of 
brandy with water, and when became to make a furvey, and 
take his duty, he was told to charge for the brandy, which 
the officer could not do, not knowing what quantity had been 
put in. In order to obviate this in future, it is enacted in 
the bill, that when this is found to be the cafe, the whole 
quantity of liquor H\all be charged with duty, and the dif- 
tillers made to pav the penalty. 

Another thing by which the revenne lofl every year an 
immenfe fum was, that very frequently when the officer 
came to take liock, he found the geneva or gin to be amaz¬ 
ingly incrcafed in quantity, upon which he was told that 
water had been mixed with It fince he had been there laft. 

Sir Grey faid, he had no obje£lion to any diHiller lowering 
his gin, in order to fuit his cuHomers, hut then he could nol 
fee any reafonable objedlion to his mixing the water with it 
in the prefence of the officer. This was approved of, and 
the claufe accordingly paHTed, * 

VoL. in. 4M 


Sir 
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Sir Grey alfo mentioned another grofs and common impo- 
fition pra^ifed with impunity againfl excife laws. Three 
people, he faid, made it their buiinefs to take a houfe 
amongft them, and would have a ftill, wafh, and grain, in 
three feparate parts, to that the officer not finding them to¬ 
gether, was not able to prove any thing againft them to con- 
vidlion, for the ftill being only for two gallons, was confe- 
queiiily within the a6t, and the people had generally an iron 
gate, and two or three doors to the houfe, fo that before the 
officer could get In, they found means to place the ftill, grain, 
and walh in different places, by which means he could never ’ 
find them diftillhig, which it was neceffary for him to do 
before he could profecute them for the penalty. Sir Grey 
faid, it was unknown what the revenue fuffered by this, for 
the moment the officer turned back the people went to their 
dirty work ag^in; and though they diftilled large quantities 
of ipirits, and fold it to the great diftillers, wlienever the 
officers came they were all quiet; there was nothing to be 
found but Abel Drugger, Subtle, and Doll Common, to un¬ 
riddle the alchymy. This Sir Grey thought an abufe that 
ought to be remedied, and therefore had introduced a claufe 
in the bill for that purpofe, though at prefent it would be 
neceffary, he faid, to prove that thofe people who ufed private 
ftills, a^ually fold fplrits to convidt them of the penalty.— 
This, however, would not interfere with the ufe of private 
ilills kept by houftkeepers of large families, for the purpofe 
of diftiliing fimple waters, and other things. Sir Grey far¬ 
ther ol)ferved, that he did not mean that this claufe ftiould 
extend to Scotland, where many families could not live with¬ 
out making ufe of a final! ftill, he thought, however, that 
the principle of the claufe Ihould be prefeived, and the people 
of Scotland reftrained from exporting any fpirits produced 
by their ftills. Claufes for thofe feveral purpofes were ac¬ 
cordingly palled. 

Sir Grey next went upon the diftiliing of fpirits for 
exportation, in which branch of the diftiller^s buiinefs great 
impofitions, he fiiid, had been ufed. All that was meant 
was, to prevent the diftiller from ufing for home confump- 
tion any fpirits he might have diftilled for exportation, be- 
caufe for that a draw-back of the duty was allowed him. In 
order to this, the principal diftiller and the officers of the 
excife and cuftoms had agreed, that in a certain given quan¬ 
tity of walh, fo much fpirit^^ (hould be allowed and as 
fummer the fermentation was greater than in winter, the 

diftiller 
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diftillcr was allowed one gallon of fpirits from fix of corn in 
fummer, and one gallon out of feven in winter. 

Mr. Dempjier hoped that this claufe would not extend to Mr, Dtmp- 
Scotland, as the barley there was greasly inferior to what 
England p'oduced, and confequently could not yield the 
fame quantity of fpirits fiom the fame quantity of waih. 

Sir Grey Cooper was not inclined to fall in with the opinion Sir Grey 
of the honourable gentleman, as the claufe only went to re- Cooper, 
gnlate the diftilling of fpirits for exportation ; and in Scot¬ 
land, as far as he had hee^n given to underftand, no fpiiits 
wt re ever dillilled for exportation. 

Mr. Dempjhr faid it did not follow from that, that it Mr. D^mp- 
W'ould never he clone, and at any rate he did not fee why the 
door fliould be flsut in the teeth of Scotland, lb as to pre¬ 
clude her from iIIAilling for exportation whenever flie iliculd 
find it for her iniercft lo to do. 

Lord JVor/A was willing to Ihew every indulgence in his Ld. North, 
pow'er to the people of Scotland ; hut as they never difiilled 
for exportation, he did not fee vvhat occafioii there was for 
reftraining the claufe from arfecSllng Scotland, efpecially as 
the dillillers in England, who re.'dly diftilled for exportation, 
were very well fatislied with the regulation that had taken 
place. 

Mr. Dempjlcr was equally jocofe and farcafiic on the mi- Mr. Demp- 
nifter and tienfury bench, who ought, he thought, to re- 
member their friends of Scotland in the bill before them, as 
they had always been ready to do the mintfier and his adhe¬ 
rents any kindnefs in their power. 

After fome faither dtb.ate, Mr. Dempfter moved, that it 
he a claufe in the faid liill to exempt Scotland from the regu¬ 
lation made, refpebVmg the quantity of Ipirits to be drawn 
from wafh ufed by dillillers. 

Mr. Powys exprefTed gieat anger, that in a bill, entitled, Mr.Powys, 
“ A Bill for Cocoa and Chocolote,” any claufe (hould be 
inferted refpebling the excife and cuftoms, or the public re¬ 
venue. ’With fuch fallacious titles, it w.as Impofilbie, he 
faid, that gentlemen fliould know how to guard againft aiiy 
thing that might afFe£l the intereft of their coiiftiluents. 

As for inftance, when a bill was faid to be upon cocoa and 
chocolate, who could fuppofe that any thing would be 
fqiieezed into it about barley and corn, and tea, and the 
whole branch of diftillery ? The honourable gentleman was 
fiJlry, that when the fecretary of the Treafury brought 

4 M 2 in 
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in a bill for preventing fmuggling, he fhould be guilty of 
fmuggling liimfelf. 

The queflion uras^ then put, that the claufe Ihould be 
brought up,' and the committee divided thereon, when there 
appeared for the queftion 5; againft it 39. 

The Houfe was then refumed; and adjourned to the i8th. 

June 18. 

The Houfe went into a committee of fupply, when Lord 
J^orth moved, that the fum of 3,200,000!. be granted to his 
Majerty for paying off navy bills. Ordered.—The noble 
. Lord alfo moved, that the fum of 5,200!. be granted for the 
benefit of the fufferers by the late fires in the month of June, 
1780, whofe Ioffes did not amount to more than lool. each, 
Thefe fums were too finall for the parties to go to law about, 
and not lei's than 160 perfons would be relieved by this grant. 
This vote was alfo agreed to, and this clofed the fupply for 
the year. 

The Houfe being refumed went into a committee of ways 
and means, when Lord North rofe, and enumerated all the 
fums of the fupply of the current year. He ftatcd the arti¬ 
cles feparately, and the totals were, £, s. d. 

For the navy there had been voted 8,936,277 5 8 

For the ordnance, including the land and 

fea fervice, and both the eftimates 1,316,484 7 i 

For the army, including ordinaries and ex- 
. traordinaries — — — 7>8i5>540 ll 2 

For paying off Exchequer bills, charged on 

the aids of the prefent year — 3,400,000 o o 

For paying off Exchequer bills, granted by 

a vote of credit - 1,000,000, o o 

For the civil eftablilhments of the Planta¬ 
tions — — 19,000 00 

For mifcellaneous fervices, and deficiencies 
of former grants, amounting in the 
whole to —- —■ — — 1,288,790 16 of 

£ 23,776,093 o Ilf 

The total amount of the fupplies for the current year was 
23,776,0931. os, I id|. Befide this there was the fum lent by 
the Bank for the renewal qf their charter of 2,000,00(^ 
whicli was to go to the paying off navy bills; and by which 
sneans; with the fum included in the aids of the year, there 

, . would 
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would be the fum of 5,400,000!. of the navy debt paid 
off. But tbefe two millions were not to be included in the 
eftimates of the year to be provided for by Parliament, as 
they were nor to be charged on the aids of 1784. 'I'he noble 
Lord then enumerated the federal grants of ways and means, 
and ffated that the fum .already voted towards the fupply was 
in the whole 21,423,651!. 2s. 5d. There yet remained 
feveral fums to be voted, and which he meant to move for on 
this day. Tb.e f.rft article was the furplus fum of the Jink¬ 
ing fund, I'cfidc what was already voted, which was 700,0<^ 
.and odd pounds. He ftated the avemge amount of that 
fum; and from tliar calculation he deduced that he might 
charge it with the fai ;her fum, towards the lupply of the year, 
of 1,742,912 2 2 

Btfides this tlierc was the fum of ba¬ 
lances in llie hands of the .iccountnnts, 
by the reports of the commiflion of ac¬ 
counts, this was45c,cool, but of this fum 
a part would be re<|uired for the paffiiig 
of their accounts. He would therefore 

take the fum of - 400,000 o O 

There was alfo a fum of balances in the 
hands of accountants, audited and paft, 
but not paid into the Exchequer, 29,701 17 9I: 

I'hehalance to he paidby the Eaft. India 

Compaity — — • - - ■■ 402,000 o o 

A fmall fum ariflng from three articles, 
the fale of ceded lands, French prizes, &c. 14,000 o o 

This fum amounted in the whole to 2,588,613 19 ii| 
And which, added to the former 
grants of 21,423,651 2 5 

Made the total of ways and means 24,012,265 2 4| 
The fupply amoujited to 23,766,093 o 

And iheie was therefore a furplus of ways and means above 
the fupply, of 246,172!. is. 5^(1. 

This furplus he thought would be neceffary to be left in 
the hands of the Exchequer, to anl'wer for any exigencies 
that might occur without being forefeen. He had ftated fe¬ 
veral occafions that might arife for this fum. I'he noble Lord 
Taid that this concluded the fuJJply and Ways and Means oC 
the year. Having done this, he moved for the furas which 
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he had ftated to be unvoted, and which were granted without 
any cp]>ofition or debate. 

Read the I’econJ time the Rank Charter Bill. Adjourned. 


19. 


Ld. North. 


Mr. Dun* 
niug. 


Sir Richard 
Sutton 


Mr. Burke. 


Lord thnh brought down a nieflitge from his Majelly, 
purporting, that the exigencies of affairs might probably re¬ 
quire a Idiger lujipntt for carrying on the war during the 
funimer recefs than tliat already made, for providing which 
hetrulii.d in the zeal of his faithful commons. 

Ordered, 'J’hat this }'oule will refolve iifelfinto a com¬ 
mittee of the whole Honie tvi-inorrow, to confider of the faid 
meffage. 

The bill for nev/ mod' Iling theSurremeCourt of Judicature 
in Bengal, w;\s then read a ltcor,d time. 

Mr. Duvninp^ expicfled ilie itvongeft difapprobation of the 
bill, as well from its contents as from the knowledge he had 
of the integrity (f the judgts, w’hofe condufl was cenfured 
by the bill, though they haj not been heaid in their defence, 
and confequently every principle of juftice was violated with 
regard to them; as cunvit^tion and punifhment which was 
indidled by the cenfure conveyed in the bill, was made to 
precede a trial, lie commented upon every claufe, .nnd faid 
that there was not one to which he could give his allent, ex¬ 
cept that by which the governor and council of Bengal were 
to be indenmiBed for the oppofition they had given to the ex¬ 
ecution of the judges decree.^. It went to cftablilh a defpotic 
power in tlu- governor-genecal and council fubverfive of all 
liberty, and totally inconlilfent with the conHitution, or with 
human freedom. 

Sir Richard F 7 d:on fpoke againft the bill upon the fame 
grounds, and infiiled that as ii wascontrary tojuftice, to con¬ 
demn even the guilty nnlscard ; fo it was Hill greater, when 
the innocent were condemned without a tn.il; and that the 
judges in India were innocent, was a fa£t which he would 
pledge himfelf to prove, 

Mr. Burke, in anlwer to thefe objediions, obferved, that 
as the honourable gcntlem.m who fpoke laft admitted fome 
parts of the hill to be neceffary, it was a complete anfwer to 
his learned friend’s oppofltion in this flagc of the bufinefs ; 
for in .1 committee every exceptionable part might l>e ftruck 
out. He therefore declined troubling the Houfe with a full 
difeufhon of the feveral claufes on this oepBon, but pledged' 
himfelf to vindicate them all fubdantially in the committee. 

General 
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General Smith faid, tliat as chairman of the committee, he Cen. Smith* 
Should think himfelf pledged to Ihew the Houfc that all the 
allegations of their report had been proved. 

Mr, Graves felt the greateft indignation ar feeing fuch a bill Mr. Graves, 
patronized or defended by any one; itmilitaiwd againft every 
principle of jufiice and equality ; and he could not but feel 
for the Houfe, when he faw that the judges of the faiit-il cha- 
ra 61 er, whofe integrity flood totally uniinpeached, experienced 
a treatment that tiu- worft of felons in this couiitry could ne¬ 
ver he expoled to—that of being condemned unheard. I ho 
bill then w.ts of fo unjull a nature, ht-fhouid hold himfelf un¬ 
worthy of the name of legiflator if he fiiould give his aflent to 
any part of ir, 

The Speaker then put the queflion, ** that this hill be 
committed.” It was car t ied without a Jivilion. 

Cieneral Smith then moved, lliar it he committed on Fri- Gen.Smitii. 
day next; and Mr. Diinnieg mnved by way oI amendment, 
that the words on this diy liiiee months, he inleried in the 
room of Friday next; the amendment however was rejedled, 
and the original quellioii carried without a divifion. 

June 20 

The Houfe refolve.l itfelf into a committee of Ways and 
Means, and the following melTage from his Majefty was re¬ 
ferred to them. 

** George R. 

“ His Majeflv, relying on tlie experienced zeal and affec¬ 
tion of his faithful Commons, and confideriiig that in this 
critical conjun 61 ure, emergencies may avilc which may be of 
the utmoft impirtance, and be attended with the moft dan¬ 
gerous confequences, if pro;^er moans ftiould not be immedi¬ 
ately applied to prevent or defeat them, is d firous that this 
Houfe will enable him to defr ay any ext^oidmary expences, 
incurred or to be incurred on account of the military for the 
ferviceof the year 1781, and to take all fuch meafuresas the 
exigency of affairs may require, 

G. R.*^ 

Lord ATor/^lnoved, th.it the committee wonid enable the 14 . North. 
King, by a vote of credit of !,ooo,oool. to take fuch meafures 
as the exigency of affairs might require. 

Edzvard Jjlley hisfurprize, how miniffers, after sir Edward 

having alieady obtained grants to the amount of 24,000,000!. Aftiey. 

could 
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could think of making a farther demand of i,ooo,oool. and 
, ' his wonder was the greater, as the fefflon had lafted fo long, 

that there could he hut a iliort intermifljon between the next 
and the prefent feffion of Parliament; bellde the nation was 
fo impoveriftied, that even men of the greateft eftates felt the 
confequences of the war ; for he knew of an eflate that had 
been bought for 1000!. and had been lately fold for no more 
than 400I. 

Mr. Tarnrr Mr. 'Turner was furprifed that miniflers could be fo auda¬ 
cious as to call for another million after fo many millions 
had been already voted. He had promifed his conftituenU 
never to vote for any fdpply inconfequence of the American 
war, and he would never break his proraife; confequently, 
he would vote againft the prefent rhotion. 7 ’he vote of cre¬ 
dit palTed. 

The bill for making the colletSbors of the land tax pay their 
collet^ions by a givei) time, or forfeit their poundage, was 
next read. 

Mr.StJohn Mr. St, Andrew St. John argued againft it; and by arith¬ 
metical calculations ihcwed, that if the bill Ihould pafs, the 
place of a colledlor of the land tax in foine counties would 
not be worth 15I. a year; and, that confequently no man of 
charafler would undertake that office. 

L. Nugent. Lord Nugent^ on the contrary, maintained, that let the 
falary of the colled^ors be what it might, Hill the employment 
would be lucrative; for moft of the colledlors were bankers, 
and turned the public money to account while it remained in 
their hands; and fuch as were not bankers, got fiich a pre¬ 
mium for placing their money in banks, that they derived 
emoluments from this kind of commerce much greater than 
their falaries. 


Xd. North. 


Lord North admitted, that if the bill flionld pafs, the pl.ics 
of a commiffioner would be lefs beneficial than it is at pre¬ 
fent ; and therefore, in order to balance the lodes and gains 
between the colle£lors and the public, he would if he could, 
draw a line between the counties near London, thofe that 


were more remote, and thofe that were moft remote. That, 
however, would require much time and induftry, and as the 
year was now pretty far advanced, and the public confe- 
quently could not gain much for the prefent year if the bill 
inould now pafs, he had no objedlion that it ihould be palled 
over another feffion; and to thi.s purpofe he moved, that the 
next reading Ihould be adjourned for three months; the 
motion was carried, and the bill of courfe fell for fbe 
prefent. 

a ' Mr, 
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Mr. Fox brought up a petition from the American prifon- Mr. Fox 
ers in "'.-ill-priron, Plymouth; fetting fo th; that they v^ere 
trtate*! with lets humanity than the French ant) Spaniards, 
though, by irafon that they bad no agent cRabliflied in th's 
country for their protection, they we*e e nt iled to expeCl 
even a laiger fluirc ot indulgence than otlier- ; that they had 
not a futfiCiCMit aliowauce of bread, a"d v\cre very fcantily 
furnilhed vvit!» cloiliing. 'I'iiis pentron Iv.; read, Mr. 

Fox i!» vid, ihjt IT might he referred ft* .i coinfnitfef-. and 
the comimfiio-icrs ot ftek anJ hurt he called upon to account 
for their conihiCt. 

Mr- A’, (iaicornr^ wirhout oppofing the motion, hegtred Gaf- 
leAve to ohlcrve, that thtre wa? .1 material difference brt'veen 
I'rench planners taKen in w.n, and Americans eon'mitted 
for high-ireafon under the antlioiity of an acl; of j'arli.iirent. 

7 ’lm^ produced a witty I'lfcuahon between rhe iicnourahle 
gentlcinan ami Mr. Ilinle, who ph nanfly remnvk '<t, that 
though an ndt of |)arliament ennui t-Aablill\ the .aiTive of 
bread, it could not limit the ji/,e of a man’s Aomacli ; 
and it did not toJion, th.it .r priloner of war, as Inch, would 
eat more tliaft one commitled hv a Secretary of State’s 
warrant. He btoged tlie hont»uia!)le gentleman, who did 
not hlinfelf Jeem to he fed by cl of Parliament, would mea* 
lure tl le Aomatlis of ihele poor men by his own, and then 
undoubtedly they would not fail of receiving an ample al¬ 
lowance. 

Mr. Ciafcoignr in reply, f.iid that the honourable gentle¬ 
man had Ionic envy at his big belly, and was apparently cha¬ 
grined, that his own diinenlions were no larger; he vvas lure 
that if the honourahle gentleman fed in piopoition to his 
abilities, he Wf uid bt the biggell man in the Houfe; but he 
was forry to fee him, on the contruiy, fo very meagre on 
the occaiion. * 

'I he petition wms then ordered to ha laben into confideia- 
.tion on d uefday-next, and the commilAoners of fick and hurt 
to attend on that day. 

'1 he order of the day being read for the Iloufc to rrfolve 
itfelf into a committee on tlie bill to explain and amend the 
Marriage-a 6 t; the Speaker, on motion, lett the chair, and 
General liurgoyne took his lent at the table, 

Mr. F x moved a claule, by which perfons were declared Mr. Fo*. 
marriageable without the confent of parents and guardians, 
aj the ages, the woman of lixtefn, and the man of eighteen, 
and that all marriages folcmuized at an eailier .age of each 
Vol. III. 4 N of 
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of tlie pnrties fiioulJ be null and void. Mr. Fox faid his 
own opinion was fo Jlr^ng againft fixnig the age fo high, 
a’ul in fivoui of hxiiv; it much earlier, that he tould not di¬ 
vide Ml fupj'ort of his own inot'on, Ihould the fenfe of the 
c .mnntti '* bciakcn upon it, Init that he bowed to tlie pre¬ 
judices of mankind, and m''!clv from a hope that by pay ng 
fo muc'.i TefjH\‘''V to lli.m he fhrnild feciire the fafety ot his 
bill, lit had confented to in'roducethe claufc lie had moved, 
and rifpe^tiii;; the fate of wbicli thcccininlt.ce would deter¬ 
mine as they thought projicr. 

Lord Mai'On laid he would mo\i? as an amendment, to al¬ 
ter t .e ages to eighteen the woman, and twenty-one the 


man. 

Mr. Di/jn.i}!;; fa d, lie lliould vote agninll both theclaiife 
and th" ain'oulmen*, beeaii c he f ought them boih wi\'ng, 
Mr. Dnnnii'Q was tor fnltciinrj vtjun*': women to marrv at 
hffccn, de.'huMig, iliat they wete as ii}>e for marri.ige then 
as ;.t a more aJva' ced 

O 

Mr. /Wi fliewed his If arr ed friend f at, according to his 
c’aule, it was tliolL onlv who n..irried without conlent of 
guardians that Wvu- to he rc'hai-'td ti I the man was eigh¬ 
teen and tlie giil i'uteen. khider the ]Viarriage-a< 5 f, young 
folks inarrviiig vvitii conlct r of ji.iicnrs and guardians might 
marry early as liis learned frieml willicd. Mi. I ox faid far¬ 
ther, ill it it W. 1 S to rcli 11 " the young ladies from the influence 
and lyiamiy of giiaidians and {larcnts that he chiefly wifiicd 
to inirc'duce tins clauie. If the commi'lee would agree that 
young l.iuies m ghr he marriageable at an cailier age, h* had 
IK) filijici: on to eiui!' ing thar llie young men fliou'd wait 
lonG.er. 


J.ord Bcauc/^mp the attention of tie Fdoufe to the 

fc.mdalous manner in which licences were procured. He 
faid il*e cuftom wn.s, for either of the parties to go toDoc- 
tOi Vcommens. I'liat the hufinefs was generally left to a 
proiSlor’s clerk, whoadled only minifteiially, and muff fwear 
the piriies, vritliout any jiower to examine into the truth of 
what they fwoic. '1 hat thus a young weman would make 
an affidavit ih.at the young man to whom flic was gohig to 
he married, was of age, and he would do the fame, viceverfa. 
So that perjury vvas frequently committed, and then fome 
time nfif r the marriage, if either party repented, they had 
nothing t > do but to jirove that one of them was not of age 
whfii iri.irricd, and the marriage was inftantly annulled. 
'I'hus perjury was firft coinmitted/’and a mockery was after¬ 
wards 
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wards made of a moft ferious ceremony. His Lordlhip 
wiflied that marriage was put under I'omc fuch regulation as 
matters of property. If an efiate had been in the tjuif’t pol- 
feffion of his family for lixty years, he was pretty lure it 
would defeend to his heir, but if hfi had b.^en mairicd ever 
fo long, how could he be airurcd but that a hundred years 
hen'.e, it would be ddcoverul, ihat his maiiiagc; was infor¬ 
mal in fome particular, as luul 1 lely be-n ibe caie with re¬ 
gard to fome lluuifands c, f iii.n 1 ages, tn legali/.e whi h he 
had lately carried a hdl up totlie otiier 11 'lile ot i'.irli.;mLMt? 

He hoped to fee a clauic introduceil, 'T aininp; that every 
marriage which had f I' lnni'.L-d for a iinfucu time, 

ftiould be declared legal on tliar acci uiit o dv, a .d Ihould not 
remain as it now vv.iS, liable to impeai hnie.nl, arnl to being 
nullified, whenever an error in point of iJimali. y v.as dil- 
covered. 

Mr. Fox took advantage of what land IJenuehamp iiad Mr* 
faid, and declared, that among the various cviIn originating 
from tile Marriage-ail, tliat wicl-.ed enenur'gement to jier- 
jury Hated by the noble Lord, was not tlur leaf!. 

Mr. Coiirtcnayc argued in favour c f Lord AlahonL amend- Mr. Cour- 
ment. He faid, the great view of the bill, he conceived 
be, to eiicouragti popuhition ; he Ihewed from reafonlng, 
both phyf/cal and inctaphyfi. al, iha? it wonIJ have ;ni o.j- 
pofite etfedt, if young women were allowed to many fo early 
as the age of fixteen. He ijuo'ed Koufreau in lupport ol his 
argument, and contended, lli.tt if young women married lo 
early in lile, they bore children almoll immediately, wliicJi 
impaired the mother’s health, and weakened her conftitution 
fo nmcli that fl'.e left oH'child bearing very foon, ami thus 
the deflred end, the encouragement of popuiation, was de¬ 
feated. Mr. Cour^enaye reprobaiul the Mai riagc-a£V, and 
faid, he never heard of any laws having fo pernicious an ef¬ 
fect as that Hated by the noble Lord, who had Ihokeii lall 
but one ; for it appeared, that if the part it‘S committed per¬ 
jury, they could be married, which was what they wanted, 
and if they afterwards told the truth, the marriage was ab- 
foived. 

Mr. Turner faid he need not quote Roufleau ; it was Mr. Turner 
enough for him to quote his own grandmother, who had Hx 
children by the time Hie was twenty. Mr. "I urner fpokein 
favour of free, unrcHrained marriages, with that liberality 
and manly Hile of argument jwhicb always diHinguillies his 
* parliamentary fpceclies. 

4 N ^ Lord 
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Lord Nugent ftated the cal'e of a man who lived near his 
houfe, and who had rhu-e big bellies laid to him atone time, 
each of the females claiming a promill* of marringe; at laft, 
he laid, he himiclf paid for the licence for r-ne of ihem, a»’.d 
ihw* tl.iriv fliilhngs c.irtiud thee!e<^iion, the man marrvMig flic 
one for whom be had v’tirchalud the liccnc;'. • le.'ip. icd 
this and the various fornications praifliled b. ioolmoo .ind 
rna'Ci ftrvant'-’, all to liu' cla iie m the .i.'l, which 

ordained iliat banns ihoubi be proclaim il on rhn-e Sund lys. 
His Loidlhip alfo faik'^d nliout a cbihl of twi Ive y"ars of age 
K ir.g allovt eJ to mai ry loi a.iv. and fa.d it was u rong. It 
was allowing iitilt. uiijs to lino v ifidt* hei ioinre<! d dl, and 
giving ! *-r leave to dandle a doll 01 l««r own mt .ii • His 
J.ordllnp ii..:v-d, tliat young men weie ht for m-i' 1* ■ fo r- 
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lowed to inaii v at i' u>*n, :!iey woald, In; eonceivtd, be 
ahialgcd Oi .liat h.ippY to’edom of in.eicitjii" which modoni 
cuJtom had in’roduced betv.'L‘en tin.- youth of both I'.xcs, and 
wliich vva , in his opinion, the heft nuifeiv oi happy marri¬ 
ages. Ciuardians would, in tliat cafe, look on their wards 
with a jealoi jvi--, fiain a bnir that footmm, and thofe about 
them, might take advantage of their tender years .and imma- 
tuie iudgiiimr, and perfu.ule them into marriage, as foon as 
they attained the age of flxt^en. In like manner young 
men, when mere boys in a moment of pafhon, ho^'fwer i!I- 
diieiSed, or perhaps in a moment of intoxication, might be 
prevailed upon to make .an imprudent match, and pn-hably 
be united to a common proftirute. Mr. Sheridan laid he 
was ready to admit, that the Marriage-.had fomc abfurd 
cbiufes in it, bur he could not agree, that the whole of that 
.i£t v.as fo impolitic or fo produdive either of mifehief or of 
inconvenience, as to fiand In peed of a total repeal* 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fox faid, he had fo often reprobated and refuted the Mr. Fox. 
flile of reaioning upon which his honourable friend’s argu- 
nitnt was built, that had it come from a lefs refpe£Vable 
tjuarter he woul J have taken no notice of it. His honoura- 
bl fnend, lie de-lai f-d, had fo much ingenuity of mind, that 
Ik coil’d conii.'f r<' give an aigument what turn he pleafed; 

Ilf n':i iheiefoK', when what he t«iid, was tea lly 

in 1. ;.»ri: of ilonu Ihc tyranny, he n^ould ground it on a 
vv !>■ t. ;m\.; Mt hi; rtv. It the matter or his honourable 
frir V' I >.un .I's h;.:i been upon pubji? tyranny, ir nould 
Invt; i*r*!! • il .0 go ).l it-ai'onii g ,.s 'hat which had been fo 
Cs'^.ti !’i. r an'i lo of.on ri-fiiu .l. \ 'rA. that it was hell to 
licuK’ ;ii; ri^'. wiily ol fre iloni, the hefror to further 

the pmpo o'l Inoiiini. In iilr manner it h:ul been faid, 
oniimv.ir nr ii j , -'Piictinr* ajul a^heciations ahum go- 
vei r.n-,i t, th. ’nir .I' llai'- from tlicin ; givti up real iibt.riy, 
ineo ly e Ui('a pf ..ranee rf m-idom ’’ 

^ ir Echv. rd ■ ji .y imd bir /f ilimm l^olben, were for the age Sir. Fd- 
ot. ighlHnn V -vino, and for obliging banns to be pub- 

lilh k’ Sir ^Viiha i.iid, human luiluie was made up of two 
j'art.v ri-alt. j a ,i* jiailijn ; the l.itter \s.as niofi ai^ive, and 
liFfttfoie i* 'v;.'S wife to givn time for ilie fonnvr to operate, 
a m n.’t to f.-m'i.iir. .y- mairiages iletermincd on in a moment, 
and r penn d for ye,us after ihe\ v\ere completed. 

Mr. hox nr.d I,nrd Muhon vveie up iev'^ral times each. Mr. 1-ox 
The latter fa-d he would never agiee, that any m.ar. iage 
flinuld he rendered null by a£i of pail lament after it was con- 
fuinmated. 

.^t length the committee divided. Aves, (for Mi. Fox’s 
motion) ; nocs l.ord Mahon’s amendment) 7. 

Atr< r farther debate the otliei claufes were gone through. 

The hlcule role at ten o’clock. 

21. 


As foon as the report of ihe lefolution of the committee of 
fupply (foi grant ng lus Majefty a vote of credit of a million) 
was broiighi up and n-ad, 

Mt. Fox roi'e and Cud, he fliould not difeharge his duty Mr. Fox, 
to iiiv conllituents, if he fulFered that vote to pafs wholly 
unnoticed. 1 he Houle had, in the courfe of the felfion 
voted upwards of twenty millions for the fupportof the war; 
a turn conGderahly lai L,er than had ever been voted in any one 
pieceding feflion, and for a pjurpofe tlie moft detellable, 
f(?r the carrying on of a war of the moll unjuH, the ixioH 

ruinous. 



646 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1781. 

ruinous, and the moft ufelefs kind. Where was the objedi of 
it ? Minifters themfelves had acknowledged they had none. 
In regard to ^Imerica, they had confelied they had not 
hope of I'ucccfs. W hen they went down into the country, 
(if they were to be allowed ury recrfs,) and faced their con- 
ffituents, it would he naturally afi<.ed, for what they had vo¬ 
ted fo enormous a fuin ? The aniwcr inulr he, the war is ex- 
tenfive, and of neceflity we were obliged to provide large 
fleets and large armies. 'I'heir conftituenls would then lay. 
Well, io wc fuppoi'e ; but then, what have thofe fleets 
and armies done ? l ell us fomethinq: of the viiloi ies thev 
have gained.’* What reply, (faid Mr. 1 or.) can we make? 
Where aie we to find caufe for triumph ? Our fleets have 
been noforioufly inferior to thofe of tiie enemy in every part 
of the world. A, large and valuable fleet from St. Euftatius 
has been captured under our very nofe in the chops of the 
Englifh Channel; and fmee that time, the Jamaica fleet, 
contrary to the pradlice of the lall war, lutl been obliged to 
feek their fafety in a tedious paflage, north about.” What 
was this, but a plain indication that we are not even mafters 
of our Channel; and that we were as weak and defencelef s 
at home as we have proved impotent and unfuccefsful 
abroad. One vidtory indeed, one only vidlory, we had to 
boaft ; the paltry advantage gained over the French at St. 
Jago, and yet when the circumfiances of that viflory were 
confulered, there remained but little cau'e for triumph. For 
what was the fait ? With a great luperiority in point of 
weight of metal, Commodore Johnftone, who in his fpeeclies 
in that Houfe was fo ready to preferibe rules for fighting to 
others, had barely adled defenfively, and had even forborne 
to feize that advantage which in his own letter he Hates to 
have had in his power, viz. to capture a fliip which lay dif- 
mafted on the water, and from her fitnation muft have been 
almoil incapable of making a defence. This fljewed the dif¬ 
ference between theory and pradlice, and that fpeaking well 
and fighting well were diflinft faculties. 

Before he fat down, he faid, he was aware that this was 
not a lime to make an oppofition to a vote of fupply, hecaufe 
as the Houfe had dete rmined to profecutc the war, hopelefs 
as it was, it was necelTiry that fleets and armies fhould be 
provided. He hoped to God, however, that gentlemen (thofe, 
he meant, with whom he had the honor to a61:) would attend 
early in the next felfion, ,in order to negative every at¬ 
tempt that miniflers fhould dare make, to continue any lon¬ 
ger 
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ter a war which had drained this country of her refources, 
uul which was not more oppreflive than fooliHi, and impoli- 
:ic, in its conduct, and likely to be difgraceful and ruinous in 
ts confecjuences. , 

Lord iVo77/7 laid, he would not take up much of the time of Lord 
:he Houie; indeed the honourable gentleman had himfclf 
made it unncceflary, by declaring, that this was not the fit 
aioment for oppolltion, and tliat he meant not to oppofe the 
motion. What he wiflied to take notice of was, the ho¬ 
nourable genileman’s obfervation refpfdling the fuppofed in¬ 
feriority ot our fleets and armies, an aflertion which he muft 
'>og leave to contracliit. 'I’lic contrary wa.s notorioufly the 
Padt ; in Amcirca and in the Welt Indies our fleets were 
fuperior to thofc of tlie enemy. Under Commodore John- 
ftone, the honourable gentleman h.ul liimfclf confelfed, our 
fleet was luperior to that of the enemy. Nor was it difficult 
to point oui other inflances of our fuccefs at fea, W'e had 
lately relieved Ciibi.iltar, which was certainly no inconfidera- 
hle proof of our jiower, hecaufe Gihialtar, gentlemen well 
knew, was the great oinedl ol one branch at Kaft of the 
Houle of Ilourhon, and that no pains had been fpared on 
their part to take it from us. The honourable gentleman 
thought Ciihraltar had rfdieved itfelf. Undoubtedly tliegar- 
rifon behaved sxry gallaiiMy, but then the Houfe would re- 
colledl, that our fleet enabled them to fultain the flege. Our 
fleet carried out ammunition, proviilon, and llores to Gib¬ 
raltar, without which the garnfon could not only not have 
made that refiflance ai d defence, which they had made, but 
they could not even have exifted. With regard to the Ja¬ 
maica licet coming north-about, he had already, in that 
Houfe, been called upon to account for the lofs of the fleet 
from St. Kuflatius; he would account now, therefore, for 
the jamaica fleet’s coming north about The fame frigates 
that were Ihit to give the St. Kuflatius fleet notice of their 
danger, and unt'ortunately milled of them, W'ere likewife 
comniiflioned to proceed till they met the jamaica fleet, and 
to d^fircthe convoy to go north-about. Upfortiinately they 
met the jamaic.i fleet, and etFetied the purpofe for wlucli 
they were difpatched. Had they miffi'd of it, the jamaica 
fleet would have been home much fotaier, and with equal 
fafety. Admiral Darby’s force, now at fea, being much 
fuperior to any fleet France or Spain had in the IJritilh Clian- 
ne^ or near it. W'ith refpedl what the honourable geri- 
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tleman had faid in regard to Commodore Johnhone, and the 
aiFair at St. Jago, he could not hear an attack made on an 
officer of fo much ability, fo much zeal for the honour of 
Great Britain, and fo much Ikill, in his ahfence, and when 
he could not defentriiimfelf, without doing him the juilice 
to fay a word or two in reply. Commodore Johnftone, on 
feveral occalions, had fliewn a readinels to do all in his power 
to ferve his country. Of his uncommon talents, the Houfe 
had had many proofs. His character flood high in the minds 
of the public, as a man of great paits, and great integrity. 
He had carried his abilities into a<^ive fervice, and had added 
diflingiiiflied fuccefs to tlie catalogue of pretenfions to dif- 
tinguifhed fame. In the affair at St. Jago he had fhewn 
his eagerncfs to gain advantages for his countiy. He had 
condu£led himfelf with gallantry, and he had gained his 
point. The refult of the engagement might fliiketheho- 
iioura])le gentleman in a different light; to him it appeared 
a matter greatly to the credit of the Coinmodoie, gieaily to 
the advantage of his country. The Commodore liad repel¬ 
led the enemy with confideraMe lofs on their pair, he had 
preferved the f']uadron under his command, and he had pro- 
teded tlie ICafl indiamen under his convoy. The lionoura- 
ble gentleman had been pleafed to arraign the w.ir, and to 
reprobate it in tcims of general cenlure. He would vent\ire 
to fay, that Great Britain never was engagLil in n war fo jufl, 
fo neceffiiry as prefent. A combination, dangerous from 
the numlier of the comhining parties, and powerful in each, 
was formed againfl this country. We were fighting there¬ 
fore for our importance, for our fituation, for our exiflence ! 
Isor could lie conceive how any gentleman could ferioufly 
contend, that the war was a wanton one on our parts, when 
it was notorious that we had been forced into it, and that we 
had unwillingly taken up arms to repel the raofl unprovoked 
infults, ingratitude, and rebellion. His Lorclfliip declared, 
that thofe who preached up the dodrine of dcfpair, lliewecl 
themfelves regardlefs of the interefU and enemies to the prof- 
perity of their country. At prefent every nerve of the 
country muft he exerted, fince nothing but the moll vigo¬ 
rous efroits could bring us out of the war. To talk the lan¬ 
guage of defpondeiicy, therefore, was neither wife nor ad- 
iVantageous. W’hen the danger was great, the greater ffiould 
be the determination to refill it, and there could be but little 
hopes for Great Britain, if, in the bufy hour of adion, ffie 

gave 
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gave way to defpair, and contented berfelf with brooding 
over the gloomy fpeculations of melancholy vifioni^s. 

Mr. Fox rofe and faid, if lie knew what the language of Mr. Tox. 
defpair was, the noble Eord had talked it, and tliat in rlie 
warmeA and inoft exprelirve manner, by impudently daring, 
at a time when this coumry was fpending millions upon mil¬ 
lions in carrying on the war, to Aand up in his place and 
boaA of our having been able to a61 upon the defenfive, anti 
to make it a matter of triumph that we had not loft (iibral- 
tar, and that Commodore johnftone had not loft the India- 
men under his convoy. lie uftd the word “ impudently,’* 
becaufe he knew no other word in our language which fo 
properly exprelleJ the fetife he entertained of the nohle Lord’s 
argument. The noble Lord had taliped of his attacking 
Commodore Johnftone in his ahfence. In doing i'o, he had' 
done no more than exercit’e a right he had often iieard the 
Commodore tleciare in that Houle to he tlie indifputable 
right of every member of the Houfe of Commons, viz. to 
cenfure tlie condufl of tliofe whom tlie Houfe paid. And 
he had the lei’s fcruple in attacking Commodore John¬ 
ftone, becaufe, of all men who ever fat within thofe w-alls, 
he knew not one fo ready and fo acouftomed to attack 
the conduct of others. As long as Commodore John¬ 
ftone continued the friend of his country, fo long he had 
conftdered him as his friend. The honourable gentle¬ 
man, however, had lately thought proper to depart from 
thofe principles he had long aefted up to, and to conneift him- 
felf with men whom he ftiould ever consider .as the caufe of 
the prefent difgraceful and ruinous fttuation of this country. ‘ 

The noble Lord had talked of the gre.it .abilities of Commo¬ 
dore Johnftone. Undoubtedly he h.ad gre.at abilities as a 
fpeaker in Parliament; but it was not in his capacity ns a 
great fpeaker that he was adverting to his condudl —it was 
his conduift as an officer that he was reprehending ; and, as 
an officer, he was ready to contend, that he hatl ftiewn no 
abilities; on the contr.iry, that he had foreborne to take thofe 
advantages and to feize thofe opportunities which the chance 
of the engagement afforded. He meant not to enter into a 
difeuffion of the queftion relative to the St. Jago affair on 
profeffional grounds. The noble Lord knew lie was not fuf- 
ficiently mafter of the fubjeiSt. He only fpoke the plain fen- 
timents of a plain man, and he drew his arguments from the 
premifes laid down by Commodore Johnftone himfelf in the 
letter publiftied in the London Onzette. Thence it was that 
he learnt the Commodore had a greater weight of metal than 
VoL. III. 4 O Monfieur 
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Monfieur SulTicin ; tlicnce it was that he was taught to 
know he let ailvantagts efcape him which he oiigiit to have 
feized. 1 he noble Lord had been loud in Cjovernur John> 
ftone’s praile. Why ? liccaufe the noble I.or ! had not foi- 
got the harked arrow^s of (mvernor Johr.flone’s eloquence! 
The noble Lord Temembered how often he had fmaited under 
the fbafts of his oratory, and he dreaded again to encounter 
h»s attacks. T'o what reafon but this was CJovernor ]obn- 
ftone’s extraordinary promotion to be af:i lbed ? A promotion 
which, from his rank, and llanding in his prolellion, he was 
no way entitled to, and which had dilgulted a number of 
gallant officers over whofe lieads Ir- had been pn feiied, and 
who had been longer in the (ervite, aiul iiad ibltinguifijed 
themfelvcs mere eminently. Mr. I’ox itpealfd bis charge 
againft the noble l.ord, declaring, that if ever lie; iieard t!ie 
language of defpondency, it was from the noble Lend in his 
fpeech that day. 

Ld. North. Lord N^sih faid, he did not mean to have fpoken twice, 
though, indeetl, he might plead rlie hfniourablc g. lulcmar.’s 
example in jull'.licaiii'n for fo ilolng. He joi'e bairly to take 
notice of a woul or two, w'ncii the honourubk- gentleman 
had iet drop i\hitive to Comintidore |<.)lmli<uu''N promotion. 
Senioriiy, he wa.s ready to admit, oi.glu to be artcndeil to; 
hut would the honouiablc genilern.m contend, tliat in all 
cales it ought to be m.ule the untning rule c)f promotion in 
the navy ? M’ould he lake upon him to mainrain, that it 
wa.s not wife to look down the liil of officers, when an e.xpe- 
dition of importance was defigned, and to fee if there was 
not fome one of them of more ability, and better ijualifieU 
to take tlie command of it than l iiber of the others Com¬ 
modore Johnlione was tmiveilally acknowledged to be a man 
of great talents.. It was true, that in that Houfe he had fre¬ 
quently difllred in political fcnllmeqts-upon particular points 
fiom him ; but it was no lefs true that lie had always done 
it in an open, manly way, and at the lime had ever Ihewn 
hirafelf r^ady and willing to take an adiive part wherever 
his abilities could be exercifed in the feivice of his country* 
Iiut the honourable gentleman faid Governor Johnftone 
was a great Ipeaker, and his promotion had bought him off; 
he was now therefore the creatuie of admininration. If this 
wore true, thecondudt of adminilfration proved that parlia¬ 
mentary afiiffiance was not, as had fo often been affertedy 
their great and indeed their chief objed. If it M'as, admi- 
niftration would have kept ru«good a fpeaker as Governor^ 
JohnRone at home. That, gentlemen would fee, muA have 
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been moft to their advantage, had they not confulercd it as 
a much more imporiant thing for their country to have an 
expedition of great moment commanded by an officer of great 
ability. Commodore fohnftone had fiffly juftified his high 
character hitherto, and he did not doubt he wouiil complete 
the ohjetSl ot his expedition, as much to his own credit and 
to the advantage of his country as he had he^an it. With 
regard to other t)rticers being difgulfed at Commodore John- 
ftonc’s being promoted to the command of a fquadron, he 
begged leave to fay, tiiat it was hy no means an unufual 
thing to put an oflicer of no loi.gfr Handing into iuch a 
lituation as that Commodore johiillone now filled; at the 
fame time, however, he did not doubt but there might be 
many officers wlio wilhed to hold it. 

Mr. contended that his honourable friend was in Mr. Byng. 

the right, and infified upon it tliat Commodore johnftone’s 
promotion was iinjuftifiable. Mr. Hyng faid, the Commo¬ 
dore had not even commanded a fingle lliip Ijefore; in the 
lalt war, he v-’as fure, he had not; and in peace t!ie Houfe 
knew it w^as not likely that he ffiould. T o place him, there¬ 
fore, iii.io diliinguilhed a fituation, could only he accounted 


for in the way in which his honouir.ldo friend had accounted 


for it. With rer'ard to v/hat tin; nnhU: Lord had iaul of our 

t. j 

having relieved fjihraltar, the lealon was evident: France 
was indili .irent about it, end plainly Ihcwed by her conduct 
tiiat fine did not w'ifii Spain to ri'gain it, becanle, if fhe did, 
li)'.* was aware tiiat the C'ourt of Madrid, having gained its 
object, would be tlrawn out of tlic confederacy^ If France 
had been in earneH about Gibraltar, and had fent out her 
fleet to join that at Cadiz, and, both combined, had op- 
pofed us in the Bay, what would have become of our fleet ? 
Ijt mull: have been defiroyCd. Mr. liyng charged minifters 
with direcFmg the war chiefly againft America, and taking 
little or no notice of France, the natural, inveterate enemy' 
of Great Britain. He reprobated this condudf, and faid, it 
tended to ruin us at the fame time that It injured America, 
whofe interefls we ought to confider the fame as the interefts 
of this country. He added, that he perfeiSlly coincided in 
opinion with his honourable friend in regard to the prefent 
moment’s being an improper one for oppofing a vote of fup- 
ply. The houfehold troops, he ffiid, were all at home, an^ 
the friends of their country, wearied out with the fatigue of 
the felfion, a great number of fhem had gone out of town* 
He wiihed to God his honourable friend’s advice might be at¬ 
tended to, and that men’s minds would next feflion be prompt 
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to the idea, of an early oppoiitioii to the pernicious purfuic 
of n moft wicked and fruitlefs war. 

Mr. Hujpy laid a tew words about the vote for a million^ 
and on the general toj)ic of the fupplies of the year, 

Mr. Dcmpfhr defended Commodore Johnftone in a very 
handfome manner. He fatd, he niuft differ imirely from his 
honourable friend who opened the debate. So far from 
thinking the (ja'/ette, that tontaincd Commodore |ohnftone*s 
letter, a record of his dilgrace, he conhdere«l it as a trophy 
of his triumph. Every perlon With whom ho liad convcrfed 
on the fubjedl, thought tlie Commodore had acK d in an able, 
a fpiiited, and an officer-like manner. That he had gained 
honour for himfelf and advantage for his country. The 
honourahle gentleman had talked of Commodore Johnftone’s 
fpeech on the fnbje^f of a Tea engagement the laft year, 
Thofe who w'ere moft competent to fi)eak with judgement on 
the matter, all agieed that Commodore johnftone adled up 
to his own plan in tlie late affair at St. jago; and that he 
was in a fair way to give a Along example in proof ot the 
verity of his own precept, liad all his (hips been pertedtly 
obedient. When he laid this, he d'd not mean to impute 
blame to any officer concerned. Perhaps, fiom being dif- 
abled or from other can ft s, all the fliips with Commodore 
johnftone, could not obey his fignals and adf agreeable to his 
wiflies. Certain it was, how'ever, that they did not; and 
to that, and that alone, he imputed the circumftance of the 
Commodore luit iK'ing able to render tlie event of the day 
flill more glorious th.m it was. Mr, Dcmpftcr faid, he 
thought it nectirary to fay tlius much in defence of an abfent 
friend. Commo.ioie Johiiftone and he had lived in the ha¬ 
bits of cordiality, regaid, and efteem, for a great number 
of years; nor had their fritiidfliip been once interrupted. 
With relpc6i to theinfinuation,that theCommodorehad gone 
©ver to .'idminiftration, that neither had nor fhould have any 
cfFctSf on his mind. He never framed his friendfhips on fuch 
fandy gronnd as a party' confideration. He knew his own 
motive for a6fing as he did in that Houfe, and other gentle* 
men knew their motives; hut if no man was to entertain a 
friendfliip for another, but from political connedlion, gen*, 
tlemen changed fo frequently from one fide of the Houfe to 
the other, and fhifted their political ojpinions fo often, that 
it would be a difficult matter to keep a friend at any rate. He 
looked at men’s qualities in* another manner, and when he 
found them men of ftridl integrity, real worth, and unful- 

lied 
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lied honour, he was proud to call them his friends, let their 
political fentiments concur with his own, or differ from them 
iiUirely. 

yix^Courtenayc began a ffiort fpeech with remarking, that Mr. 
whatever came from an hononrahle gentleman who fpoke Courtenay 
litely [Mr. Huffey | always had feme weight in it, and if 
t!ie honouralde gentleman did not much entertain the Houfe 
with metaphorical figures, he feldom failed to ftate 10 them 
figures of another kind, which were infinitely more demon- 
llrative and convincing. Me faid, he meant to have fpoketi 
a few word^ in order to refeue that able and gallant officer. 
Commodore Johnflone, from the odium in which his conduct 
had been placed by the lionourable gentleman who fpoke firll 
in the debate, but the bufinefs had been taken out of his hands 
by the honourable gentleman who fpoke lall; a circumfiance 
which gave him no fmall fatisfadlion, fince the honourable 
gentleman had not only done juftice to his friend, but done 
it in a more handfome manner than be flioulcl po'Tlbly have 
been able to acquit himfelf. Mr. Courtenaye took notice of 
Mr. Byng’s quellion relative to the fate of oar fleet, when 
bvfore Gibraltar, if the French and Spaniflr fleets combined. 

He ibid, the monofyllable if was a very important one; at 
leaft the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe feemed fo 
to confider it; for he obferved, they never failed to reft on 
it, as their beft argument, whenever news arrived that did 
honour to the officers and to the arms of this country, 7 /'the 
fleets had joined? In that cafe, remarked Mr. Courtenay, our 
fleet might have been deflroyed, which would have been a 
very unfortunate circumftance for this country ; but be 
thanked (iod, the cafe never happened. In a like manner he 
remembered it had been faid, on a former occafion; if the 
French army had gone to-America, and joined the American 
army, what would have become of the Britifli troops ? That 
if^ like the other if^ ftill was but an if Mr. Courtenaye faid 
he had heard fuch arguments again and again in the courfe of 
the feflion, and in proportion as they became mote obvioufly 
weak and ridiculous, they were infifted on with the greater 
energy and paflion. He concluded with obfe'rving, that Mr, • 
Dempfter had rendered his taking up the time of the Houfe 
any longer wholly unneceffary. 

Mr. Eyre alfo defended Commodore Johnftone’s condudl Mr. Eyre, 
in the affair at St. Jago, and declared, that fiich was the 
strong current wfliich rqn in tht bay or fiarbour of Port Praya, 
that he was well affured, it was impofllble to have boarded 
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the Hannibal^ even had {he continued in the harbour; ljut 
that when {he loft her mails, fuch was'her iituation, that the 
Commodore would have run the greateft hazard of driving 
out to fea and feparajting from his Tquadion, had he even at¬ 
tempted it. 

The queftion was put, and the report agreed to. 

The order of the day was read for going into a committee 
on the EalLlndia bill; the Speaker, upon motion, left the 
chair, and Mr. Ord took his feat at the table. 

Mr. lluffty Mr. Htijfey then urged the noble Lord in the blue ribbon to 
poftpone pulhing the bill farther, till he had leen whether the 
propofitions in agitation at the India Houfe were fuch as could 
be agreed to. Mr. Hufley gald he had laboured hard to fet-the 
bargain fettled in an amicable manner, both with a view to 
• ferve the Company and to ferve the public. Twenty five 
thoufand pounds he ftated to be the only dilFerencp between 
the noble Lord and the proprietors, and fince it was univer- 
fally agreed that the Company deferved every mark of atten¬ 
tion from government, furely twenty-five thouland pounds 
was no confideration. 

Mr.Bough- Mr. Boughton Koui fpoke next, and after a fliort conver- 
tbn Rous, fation, Mr. Rous and Mr. Erfkine were called up to the bar 
to be heard on behalf of the Company. The two gentlemen 
called the accompiant general of the Company, and other 
■witnefles, to prove the expences th.e Company had Ixen at 
in carrying on the war to conquer tlie Dewanee and thofe 
diftridls, whence they deduced their territorial revenue; 
and to prove likevvife, what the net profits of that revenue 
amounted to. 

When Mr. frfkine had finifhed his fpeech, tl»e chairman 
proceeded to read the bill, chufe by claufe. 

Ur. Huffey M*"* ^'ifpy "^oved as an amendment, to infert words pur¬ 
porting that the balance due to the Company, oij account of 
their expenditure in acquiring territories, amounted to three 
millions fix hundred and fixteen thoufand two hundred and 
fifteen pounds. 

This claufe was ftrenuoufly oppofed by Mr. Robinfon and 
Lord Nortli, on the grounds that it was irrelative to the bill, 
and ought to be fully made out before It was admitted into 
any bill. After feme debate the committee divided upon the 
amendment. Ayes 24; noes 71. 

The ftrangers were after this divifion excluded, and the 
■ommitte went through the reft of the bill, ^ 

The 
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The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a committecy on the 
bill for limiting and explaining the jurifdidtion of the Su* 
preme Court in Bengal. • 

On the claufe which exempts perfons a£ling under the au¬ 
thority of theGovernor-general and Council fiom the procefs 
of the Court, except when life or liberty are concerned, 

Sir Richard Sutton moved for the inlertion of the words, SirRkharj 
or of propel ty ; wliicli he faid were neceffary, as the power »utton. 
of tiie governor and council would otherwife be coinpletcdy 
defpotic. It was argued on the other hand, that if life, li¬ 
berty, .ind property, were excepted out of the power given 
to the council, the bill was nonfenfiLMl, as it would give no 
power at all. Mr. Burke faid, that the Kaft-lndies ought 
to lie conlidered as harrier towns, wliere military or arbitrary 
powers mull prevail; that the idea of eflablflhing civil h- 
hf‘ity in liuUa was abfurJ ; the religion, laws, and prejudices \ 
of the country were againft it: if, therefore, it was necef- f 

farv to elh.blifh ai[)itraiy power there, it was better to lodge ' 

it ill :hi; liantls of the governor and council, who were refpon- 
fible tor .ill their actions, than in the hands of tlie Supreme 
C'l'irt of judicatu'e; bccaufe judges were relponfihle only 
when if .i|)[>eared that they had ai^ed corruptly and wilfully 
Wrong. Sir Kichaul button laughed at the idea of treating 
a people twic* as numerous as tlie inhabitants of Great Bri¬ 
tain, as the iriliabitaiits of a harrier town. 'I'he committee 
at laft dividcii upon the amendment propofed by Sir Richard 
Sutton, which was rejected hy a majority of 70. Ayes 6; 
noes 70, 

The committee then went through the bill,claufe by claufe; 
after which the Houfe adjourned to the 25th. 

June 25. 

The infolvent hill was then fent to a committee. The The Attor- 
^ttorney General faid, that it had been his intention origi- 
nally to confine the operation of the bill to thofe who had 
been arrefted on or before the 7th of June, 1780; but it had 
been reprefented to him from different quarters, that confin¬ 
ing it within fuch narrow bounds, would procure a general 
evil, while it was calculated only to prevent a local one; for 
though a great number of perfons might have endeavoured to 
avai^ themfelves of the a 3 that followed the demolition of the 
Fleet and the King’s-bench prifons, there were Hill great 
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numbers confined before and fince the 7th of June in various 
parts of the kingdom, who had not been furrendered with an 
intention to make them ohjeiSts of an aft of infolvency ; but 
who in faft were really in difirefiied circumfiances, and truly 
entitled to the benefit of an infolvent aft. Giving way there¬ 
fore to thefe reafons, he moved, that the hill fliould operai 
up to the firft of May, 1781; that all tliofe who had been 
in cuftody on or before the 7th of June, 1780, (hould be 
admitted to the'benefit of it; and alfi> fuch per.fons as had 
furrendered themfelves after that period. He however mov¬ 
ed afterwards, by way of exception to this, that fndi debtors 
as hail furrendered to the Maiflial of the King’s-l)encli, or 
Warden of the F'leet prilvin, in conrequence of the aft that 
paffed in November lall, entitled, “ An adi: to explain and 
amend an aft for indemnifying fiierjfFs, jailors, &c.” (houltl 
not be admitted to the heticfit of the hill then before the com¬ 
mittee.—I'he^better to ui-derfiand this, it mull be lemem- 
h red that immediately after tlte hurr.n.g of the. priibns, an aft 
jjatTcd to prelrrve from aircfis fuch perfons as fliould volunta¬ 
rily furrendtT themfi*lves to the Maifiial of tiie Klng’s-beMch 
or Waiden of the I 'li^et, on or before the fii fl day ol Septem¬ 
ber Jaft: all thofe who furrendered in confeqiience of that aft, 
are to be deemed tic objefts of patliamentary relief. Soon 
after the meeting of the prefent fefTum of P.nliament heg^n, 
the At. orney-general, finding that the prifons were not fit for 
the reception of prifoners, brought in another bill in No- 
veml'er, to fet at libeily fuch perlons as were prifoners to the 
iherifi's of London and /lieritFs of Middlefex, until fuch time 
as the prifons ihould he ready for their reception : the per- 
fons who furrendered in confequence of this fecond hill, which 
was confined to London and Middlefex, are^ by the Attorney- 
general’s motion, excluded from any benefit under the pre¬ 
fent hill. The chairman then Went through the different 
clauft-s; and the Houfe was refumed. 

June 26. 

Sir TfUViam James prefented a petition .to the Houfe from 
the Eafi-lndia Company, praying for a renewal of their 
charter, upon certain terms fpecified in the petition. Lord 
North faid, that in his opinion, the terms were fuch as might 
well ferve for the bafis of an agreement between the public 
and rtie Company. It was then moved, that the petition 
fhould on the next day be referred to a committee of the 
whole Houfe, and the motion paffed unanimoufly, the Hoofe 
3 being 
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being pleafed that the Minifter and the Company had at laft 
come to a right under (landing. 

I'he report was then made from the Committee on the 
Cocoa-nut bill; when it appeared, though the title of the 
hill went only to takeoff the duty on chocolate, and put it 
upon the cocoa-nut on importation, there bad been inferted 
claufes for introducing new regulations in almod every article 
of excife, brewery, diflillery, tea, permits, Ace. The infertion 
of fuch ciaufes in a bill with a title from which no fuch claufes 
could have tieen expefied, gave great alarm to many gentle¬ 
men i 

Mr. Fex rofe, and faid that the infertion was furreptitious, Wr. Fox, 
and thnt it was highly improper to bring bills of fuch a na- 
tu'-e into the Houle fo late in the feffios, Mr, Burke faid the 
bill in its prefent form would break in upon thedomellic plans 
of many gentlemen, who, from their principles of economy, 
kept fm.iil hills in their families to diflil liquors; and he 
coiifehed th^t he himfelf was one who fhouid hnd himfelf 
confiderahlv affeiSIcd by it. Sir Grey Cooper faid, that the 
bill had not been brought in without fufficient notice of it 
having been given to the Houfe; and that gmllcinen had 
'had time enough to confider of it, as it was before them fince 
the 15th of May ; with refpcdl to the claufes that ala«med 
gentlemen fo mncli, he would not prefs them all upon the 4. 
Houfe, if they flaou’d not be agree »l)le; but it was:d)folutely 
neceffary for the benefit of the revenue that fome fuch claufes 
flioulJ be inferred ; for, through the want of fuch claufes, 
the revenue ahfidutely loft: every year upwards of 8o,OOOl. 

Lord North defended the bill upon the fame principle; and hd. North, 
added, that it was by no means a novelty to introduce excife 
and other regulations in hills, from the mere title of which 
UD fuch clauies could have been expeiSled : it.was proper, in¬ 
deed, to give as much of the fubftance of the hill in the 
title as it was p'>flible; but ftill, as it was impoftihle to frame 
every bill in fuCh a manner as to include in the title the fub¬ 
ftance of every claufr, fo of courfe there muft be many bills 
containing claufes, no trace of which could be found in the 
title of the bill; and coniequcntly, the ohjetftion ftated to 
the prefent claufes was not fupportable upon the ground on 
which gentlemen had ftated it to the Houfe. 

Mr. T. Townjhend fpoke againft the claufes, and found Mr. T. 
fuch fault with them, that he moved, that the farther con- "^own^h**** 
fideration of the report fhouid be. put off for three months, 

VoL, III. 4 P The 
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Tije Attorney-general and Solicitor-general fupported the 
bill; and ^ir George Yonge and, Mr. Davenport condemned 
it. 

Sir Grey Cooper a^ipealed to the Speaker to acquit him of 
the charge of having brought in the bill furreptitioufly; and 
the Speaker very reaJdy acquitted him upon that ground; 
he went however fo far as to fiy, that he thought that bills 
containing regulat ons of fuch irjipoi tance as thofe we.e in the 
claufes compIa'neJ of, ought not to be brought in at the 
end of a fenion> when the Houle was generally but b.idly 
attended. 

The Hf'ufe divided at 1 ift upon the motion of a 'jouruing 
the confnleration of the report for three months, .and it was 
overcome hy a majority of five, Avts 45; noes 50. 

'1 he clerk then read the different claufes, and the Houfe 
agreed to them without any farther oppolition. 

June 27. 

The ordrr of the day for the third reading of rhe Marriage- 
bill being re. d, Sir PP'tllium Dolhin faid, that though he 
was an enemy to the Marriage and confulercd the re- 
finflions laid upo i the fexes as exceedingly unadvifed and 
detrimental, yet he viasafiaid that the Houfe was now go¬ 
ing too far. If the Marriage acl was too fevere, the ptelent 
1 ill was too loo e, and give more liberty than peifons of the 
gnen age Aated in tlie claufes ought to be indulged with,— 
'I‘he coiife<|uence would be precipit-mey of marriage, and all 
ihetrain of 1 centiouseviL .uiling therefrom He exprtfled 
a wifit that (omu greare reAridllon was impofed on clergy¬ 
men, to deter them from marrying young c 'iiplcs without 
due regard to the foini' pref riind by lavv. 

Lord North faid he was not at all furprifed when the abufes 
whicli gave rife to a law no longer exifted, in confequeiice of 
that law, that gi-ntlemon fiiould raife ohjedtions againA the 
law itfelf. d*he Marriage-a£l h.id pr duced the mOft bene¬ 
ficial confequences to the kingdoiq, by purting an end to 
that monftrous ahufe of marriage which pievailed at the time 
when the Marriage-adt l afled; but fome of the evils which 
the Matriage-adt put an end to would revive again. Hav¬ 
ing made tiu^ exordium, bis I^iordfhip went into a difeufiion of 
the different claufes of the hill, and ohjedled to them feveral- 
ly. In refpedt to that vyhich limited the age of the fexes, 
the women to fixteeti, and the men to eighteen, he fat^ no 
reafon whatever for it; and thought, if the Marriage-dfl: was 
to be affected with regard to the particular claufe of age, it 
‘ 3 would 
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would be better to repeal the claufe altogether thai> to cut 
o£F three years of the time limited by the law as it now flood. 

He obferved that twenty-one was the age at which the law 
declared men to be capable of taking tbe diredlion of their own 
eftates, ,and he faw no reafon why th»y fhould he fuppofed 
capalile of determining with propriety upon their marriage 
earlier. It had been objedled to the Mairiage a.M, that it 
was liable to evallon, becaufe Scotland was no^t bound by it, 
and people had an opportunity of exenifmg free, marriage by 
taking a jaunt to the North. In refpefl to tliat, bis Loid- 
ftlip laid, the adt was defective in a |)articiil;u\ which hecon- 
fidered as the leaft important and ihelfall neceirary of all its 
various objedls. The idAi i>f marrying houfe to lioufc, and 
eftateto eltate, merely for the puipofe of accumulating riches, 
he was as much averfi to as any gentleman prelent. He 
knew perfc( 5 lly well, that happinefs was no» dependent upon 
wealth alone, and therefore he did not wifli to have the ce¬ 
remony of marri.ige at all governed by (oi did confidetations. 
llelides this, marriages lolcmnizcd in Sci>tland, could not be 
faid to be marriages of a fudden, or concerning wliich, the 
parties had not fufHcient time to conilder the confequences. 

He therefore had not the leail obje^lion to the cafe remain¬ 
ing as it did with regard to Scotland, but be could not by any 
means think that the Maniage aiSl ought to he repealed in 
that degree, which the prefent bill, it palFed into a law, 

’ would lepeal it. His Lordfliip added a var etv of other rea- 
fons againil the bill, and faid he could not give his confent Mi-. Fo*. 
to any mcafure, againil which his judgement went fo com¬ 
pletely as in the pielent inilance. 

Mr. Fox faid, the ohje6lions he had flattd that day werefo 
perfciSlIy new, that he could not be filent, but mull fay a 
word or two in anfwer to what had been thrown out, both 
by the honourable Baronet behind him, and thenoble Lord in the 
blue ribbon. And firft, he could not but obferve, that it 
was a little extraordinary that the honourable gentlemen 
fliould have referved their objedlions till the prefent moment. 

Various opportunities had offered for oppoHng the bill; but 
in all the debates that had occurred upon the fubjedl, neither 
the noble Lord, nor the honourable gentleman, had thought 
proper to ufe one of thofe arguments which the Houfe had 
juft heard. The honourable Baronet had been pleafed to at¬ 
tack his bill, by faying, that the claufe which allowed of 
early marriages would encourage licentioufnefs. This he 
C041I1I not but confider as a very ftngular obje£lion; early mar¬ 
riages might be liable to objeaion on the fcore of impropriety 
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or imprudence, or indeed on any other fcorethan that which 
the honourable genth man had thought proper to mention ; 
for undoubtedly, if he had looked the d.dlionary through, 
he could not have picked out a word that fo little applied to 
a claufe encourag ng early marriage, as the woid licentious. 
With regard to what the noble Lord had faid on the giqund 
of the claufe, which limited the age of perluns capable of 
marriage tofixteen and eighteen, he was ready to agree, that 
it would have been better to have made rio limitation what¬ 
ever, but 10 have repealed the claufe in the Marriage-a£l al¬ 
together. 'J hat had ever been his opinion, hut in deference 
to the judgement of other perfons, he had confented to the 
limitation as it now flood. I'he noble Lord had talked of the 
good elF<-6ls of the Marri.«ge-a 61 ; he would not fay but shere 
might h.ive been orcalion for tome regulation rel'pedling Ihofe 
marriage. (Imps winch weie fo common in every part of [.on- 
don when that atl palfcd, but then conlidering the a6l alto¬ 
gether, he w.is conlident there never w.is an a<f.) more oHen- 
live to general Iibuity, inou* inimical to population, nor more 
odiouAy ariAociatical. It bad been made an argument, that 
the Mariiage-a 61 had been elhi^tu.d, and this argument bad 
even been infiAtd on in the preienf ielfion, when a bill was 
pending in the other Hmile to rem dy an evil arifing under 
the Marriage aifl, and which that ai 51 i, it was n >iorious, had 
been found inrapalde ol preventing. It was evident from 
that inAance tb.jt the lMairinge-a 61 was inetlevnual, and what 
was the piupofe of the bill at that time in the other Houfe ? It 
was merely this; the VJarri ige a< 5 f having breii proved inca¬ 
pable of its Intended opetalion to pi event doubt luI marriages, 
that bill wifely took avvay its othei an I more odious power, 
the power ot punilhment where d»»ublful marri.iges had taken 
place. The Marrl.ige-atfl, therefore, was no longer to be 
boaAed of as, an adequate preventive. It had been found 
to be ineffedlual in its heft and moA juA ohjed^, and what he 
wanted by his bill was. to takeaway its worA objed', that of 
inAidling mercilefs puniA)ment. Mr. Fox faid, as the adi 
now Aood, the law lefpeifling marriage in Great Britain con- 
traiii6led the religion of the country. I'he Marriage-a( 5 ^ was 
totally inconfonant with the genius of the people, and it was 
oppoute to every piinciple of our conAitution. wiAied 
therefore to make the law of marriage conformable to our re¬ 
ligion, and to remove thofe fetters, wliich an arbitrary, unna¬ 
tural, and aciAocratical Aatute had impofed on the'minds of 
the youth of both fexes. The noble Lord had faid, that iliar- 
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riage was Aill free in Scotland, and that marriages there fo' 
lemnized could not be faid to be precipitate marriages, or 
marriages not fufficiently confidered ; furety the noble Lord 
forgot, that when they talked of Scotland, they muft confider 
it as it ftood relatively with regard to> the geography of all 
England. Though it mufl neceiTarily take fome time to go 
from London or Middiefex to Scotland, certainly the cafe 
was otherwife with regard to the counties of Cumberland and 
Northumberland, and the pcrfr'ns refident therein. After ar¬ 
guing this for fome time, he faid the Marriage-a6l was not 
merely odious in his eyes, but odious in the eyes of the bulk 
of the people without doors. It ever had heen fo, and it was 
impoilible it fliould be otherwife; on the prefent occafion, he 
flattered himfelf, he Ihould .iividc with a majority againA die 
noble Lord*s opinion, and that for this reafun ; the floufe 
rarely failed to fpeak the fenfe of the jieople at large, when¬ 
ever a qucAioii came before them upon which they could vote 
freely, and where none of thofe coniiderations mixed in the 
bufmefs, which were fuppofed to influence men’s minds on 
points where politics interfered. 

Sir Wtliiam Dolbcn rofe to explain ; Sir William ohferved, sir WilUiiH 
that the honourable gentleman, the patron of the hill, had faid, Dolben. 
if lie had looked the diiSlionary through he could not have 
found a word fo little applicable to the claufe authurizing ear- ^ 
ly marriages, as the word licentioufnefs. It happened a little 
unfortunately for the honourable gentleman who made this 
remark, that he never had applied the word Jiceniioufne's to 
the claufe in queftlon. What he had faid was merely to 
fuggeft, that if the claufe palled as it flood, precipitancy of 
marriage would he the inevitable confequcnce ; and in many 
cafes, that would be the fource of much ferious inconveni¬ 
ence. He was flill of the fame opinion. 

Lord Mahon faid, he meant on the third rea'^ling to move Ld. Ma- 
two or three amendments, ,that would after the claofes to 
which gentlemen feemed moll toobjedl; and he gave notice 
of his intention then, in order that thofe who approved of the 
principleofthe bill,but neverthelersdilliked particular claufes, 
might flill vote for the third readirig. 

The Houfe divided. Ayes (for the third reading) 7 5; 
tioes 43. 

Lord Mahon then moved, that the ages flate.d as the pro¬ 
per period/for marriage be altered from fixteen and eighteen, 
to eighteen the woman, and twenty-one the man. 
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didinp. Lord Beauchamp a^rgued ilrenuouiiy and ably againft ^his 
amendment. His Lordihip faid, the Houfe, he conceived, had 
adled a moil laudable part, in endeavouring to emancipate the 
people from the operation of an a^, which was not only ex¬ 
tremely opprellive in ipany particulars, but alfo extiemely ab- 
furd in .(bme others Nothing he though: could be more ah- 
furd, than making twenty-one years of age the |>eriod, at 
which both the fexes Ihould have a light to marry according 
to their own will and inclination. Common fenfe (hewed that 
there ought to he a difference between the ages of the ntan 
and of the woman, and he appealed to the ufage of the world 
whether, if a good match offered, a failirr would refufe to 
accept it becaule of his daughter’s nonage r He faiJ, from 
the age of lixteen to the age of eighteen were the two bell 
years of a woman's life; for that therefore, and for various 
other reafons, he hoped the Houfe WQuld not adopt the noble 
Lor* ’s amendment. 

The amendment was necratived. 

^ Lord Mahon propofed a fecond, which was, that to the 

claufe ena6ling, that if a marriage ihould continue unquef- 
tioned for five years, it (hould be legal, there ihould be added 
or during the life of the parties. 'J'his was adopted—He 
then offered a thiid, viz. changing the term of five years, 
dated in the a£l, as the time ot cohabitation after marriage, 
which ihould bar enquiry into the forms of that marriage, to 
twenty years cohabitation; and he jufiified this amend¬ 
ment by dating, as a podible cafe, that a man might be mar¬ 
ried at an ale-houfe when he was drunk, and know nothing 
of it the next day. In which cafe, fucli a man's marrying 
again would be an a£l of felony, and nil the children by the 
' fecond marriage would be ballards. His Lordiliip recom¬ 
mended this motion to the attention of the young members ; 
becaufe, he faid they were moil likely to fall into the predica¬ 
ment he had deferibed ; and to the old members, becaufe he 
truded their wlfdom and experience would teach them, that 
the cafe he had dated was likely to happen, and ought to 
be guarded agsind. 

Air. Fox. Mr. Fox faid he iliould oppo'e the noble Lord's amend- 
' ment, though he owned he law that what the noble Lord 
bad faid, was within the fcope of probability. But upon a 
cafe barely podible, and not very likely to happen, he could 
not think it became Parliament to adopt fuch an amendment; 
nor could he conceive that if any man was fo drunk pr fo ilu- 
pid as to, marry a woman, and neither know any ^thing of tha^ 
marriage before it was folemnizcd, at the time of folemniza- 

tion. 
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tion, nor afterwards, live years was full time enough for him 
to recoiled himfelf, and he was not a ht objed of fuch a lavr 
as the prefent bill would be, Ihould it pafs into a ilatute. 

The amendment was negatived. , 

T he Lord Advocate next brought up the report of the fe- Lord Ad- 
cret committee appointed “ to enquire into the caufes of the vocate. 
war that now fubfids in the Carnatic,; and of the prefent 
condition of the Britilli poffelRons in thofe parts, and to re¬ 
port the fame, with their obfenations thereupon. 

He likewife brought up the appendix, which was extremely 
voluminous, and was contained in an immenfe pile ofmanu- 
fcripts. His Lordihip, as foon as he had prefented both, 
moved that they ihould be printed. He faid, he did not in¬ 
tend to go at large into them jull then, nor take up much 
of the time of theHoufe by I’peaking to the fuhjed. He felt 
it neceflary, however, that he ihould occupy a few moments 
in juh Hating, as ihortly as poffible, the manner in which 
their committee had conduded their enquiry, and the rules 
by which they had governed their proceedings. By the fize 
of the report and of the appendix, which he had juft prefent¬ 
ed, the Houfe, ho trufted, would fee, that however deficient 
their committee might have been in other refpeds, they cer¬ 
tainly had not been fparing in regard to labour and attention. 

When the committee firft met, his I.ordftiip ftated, that they 
had found extreme difficulty as to the mode of procedure, 
the bufinefs of the inquiry being perfedlv new to them. 

The metliod they adopted was this ; they iflued orders to the 
fervants of the Company at the India- Houfe for copies of all 
the recent dlfpatches from India, and they iflued fimilar or¬ 
ders to the fecretaiies of ftate, and the fecretary at war. On 
the jierufa! of thofe difpatches they found a variety of charges 
pointed againft particular perfons, and accufing them as the 
caufes of the Carnatic war, which had arifen in confequence 
of their neglect and ill conduct. In the laft difpatch from 
Bengal, it appeared that the governor and council had de¬ 
tached Sir Eyre Coote to Madrafs with a number of troops, 
as foon as the news arrived,of Hyder Ally’s invafion of theCar- 
natic, and that they had afterwards fent a large fum of money 
to the Madras Prefidency, but under this Angular regulati¬ 
on ' that the money was to be at the command of the 
general of the forces, but that the tivil government of the 
prefidency of Madrafs was not to touch any part of it, nor to 
have any fort of power over iu The difpatch lihewife con¬ 
tained Sir EyreCoote’s letter to the Bengal Prefidency on his 
arrival at Madras, in which Sir Eyre declared, that he found 
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every thing in a ilate of the utmoft negligence and front of 
preparation. That although Hyder Aliy had been fo long in 
the Carnatic, the gun-carriages ^ere merely getting ready, 
and that the whole appearance of things fpoke a general fyf- 
tem of inattention, c^reieiTners and milcoiidud. It was 
necedTary, the Lord Advocate faid, for him here to mention, 
that the Prcfent governor of Madras was Mr. Wintle. As 
foon as, the committee law thejTedifpatches, they formed their 
ideas of a plan to be purliied in the condu*^ of their inquiry, 
upon the inform.ition theie difpatches alForded, and they di> 
vided the plan into three dillindt heads of inquiry : an inquiry 
into the date of military affairs in the Carnatic, both at pre- 
fent and previ »us to Hyder Ally’s irruption ? an inquiry into 
the political date of auairs there, both now and heretofore; 
and an inquiry into the date of the finance of the Madras Pre- 
fidency. Upon the firft head, viz. that of the military, the 
committee had already concluded their report, and the ap¬ 
pendix to that report, both of which he had juft prefented, 
and were then upon the table. The fecond report, that up¬ 
on the political date of the Carnatic, was not quite ready, but 
in a day or two, he traded, it would he fit to be placed upon 
the table of the Houfe. It might, he faid, be fuppoled that 
as fomany ftrongand heavy charges appeared in the difpatches 
againd particular perfons, uccufed of having by their mifeon- 
du^ caufed the late dilafters in the Cainutic, the committee 
had examined feme of the perfons referred to in tlie difpatches. 
The fail however was, they had not examined one. Atthefame 
lime he begged the Houle not to imagine, that they had come 
fo a refolution of forbearing to examine any of thofe perfons, 
without having at various and limited times deliberated on 
the luhjeil, and confidered wh.ether it would he right to ex¬ 
amine them or not. The reafons which had induced the 
committee ultimately to refolve not to examine any of the 
perfons mentioned in the difpatches, wliere thefe: Some of 
thofe againd w'hom the charges were pointed, ivere in India, 
and others here; and both were fo connected, that it ap¬ 
peared to the committee, that it would he extremely unfair 
to enter into a partial examinarion, and call upon one def- 
cription, when ic was wholly out of their power to queftioii 
the other. Again, armed as the committee were, with va¬ 
rious and extenlive powers, they thought they could not get 
at any evidence of guilt, fulficiently ftrong to ftate to the 
Houfe as a ground of parliamentary proceeding, and that ijL 
would, moreover, be an of indelicacy, and want of refr * 
pe< 51 , were they to commence an examination* which tjhc 
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. Houfe inight clioofe to undertake themfelves, and which they 
certainly could c.irry on with greater weight* greater teleni- 
nity. ujd greater efFcdl. All the charges that pointed at par¬ 
ticular individuals therefore they had inferted in their report 
under the head of the political ftate'^of the Carnatic. The 
committee nccul'ed no peifon, neither did they impute blame 
to any one; they thought it their duty to report fuch accu- 
fations as fell in their way,.and it would lie with the Houfe 
to inquire and determine, whether thofe accufations were 
well or ill founded. His Lordfliip concluded with moving, 
that the fecund report be likewife printed, and faid he hoped 
gentlemen would nut merely take the reports,^vvhen printed, 
out of the '■ as ordinary p.apfTs, and coijfider them as 
papers of ”■ ' confeqn'"'''''>', hut would i - ;ul them attentively 
during the rccefs, and regard them as groun h- <if future par¬ 
liamentary proemling, and a.s matters relative rh moft 
leiious, tlic moft important, and the moft interefting I'lihjeft 
that could poftil'iy challenge the attention of a Britilh Houfe 
of Commons. 

Sir Thomas Kumbold rofe, and faid, he would not then take Sir Thomas 
up the time of iliei loufe; he fhould referve himfcif for the 
day when tiie reports would be rendered the fubjedl of dif- 
cufTion. He role ojily to fay, that he had been much afto- 
niftted; wlirii he iieard the committee were diredling their 
inquiry to the political ftate of the Cartiatir, where his con- 
dudl: muft necrlfanly have come under their confidcration, 
that he had never been fent to or examined upon thefub’edl. 

He was convinced, by what the leaDied Lord had faid, that 
the connnittw had adled wifely in not having proceeded to 
examine him ; it was a much better way of taking up the 
matter, tiiat they had fuggeftecl, and therefore he lliould 
wait till the Houie took the fubjedt into their confideration. 

The repoit of the committee on the above bill being read, Mr. Demp* 
Mr. Dcmpflcr rofe, and faid, that having been chofen on an 
eledlion committee, at the fame time that he was chofen on 
the committee to whom the petition from the inhabinnts 
of Betfgal was refenred, it was impoffible for him to attend 
the latter. Other avocations alfo had prevented his being 
prefent, when the bill, brought in confeqiience of the re¬ 
port of that committee, happened to be under confideration ; 
he had never before therefore had an opportunity of fpeak- 
ing his mind on the fuhjeft. Mr. Dempfter then went into 
an examination of the bill, apd with infinite liberality ^Tf- 
\{red the Various claufes of it. In particular, he objedled 
Vol. III. 4 (i, to 
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to that which gave the governor general and council of Ben¬ 
gal, a fupreme, arbitrary, and uncontroulable power over 
the lives, property, and reputations of the natives of Hin- 
doAati. He argued the opprellion, injuilice, and dreadful 
confccjncnces that mrglit cnfue, if a clanle lb inimical to 
freedom, and lb oppolite to eveiy principle of equity, was 
fufF-red to remain without Ibme niodiiicatioii or other. 

Sir Richard Sj,- iCichard Sutton look the fame ground, and contended 
flrenuoullv againfi: the claule. 

ThcSoiifi '\\\e So!.clior Central faid a few words, and thought that 
for Genua! ameruhijent all difficulties miglit be reconciled. 

Ml. Burke. ^ilered into a patticular defcription ol the bill, 

and conlendet^iiat in neceiiity, in prudence, and in policy, 
the bill before the Houfe was juftifiable. Ic rnuft always be 
remembered, that the genius of a people is to be conlulted in 
the Jaws which are inipofed upon them. I'hey aie to be 
adapted to the fpnit, the temper, the confiitution, the habits, 
and tlie manners of the people. 'The free fyliem of Great 
Krii.iin is confidcred by Britons, and jullly, as the bell and 
moll beautiful fabric of government in Europe; but would 
the Indians think and fpeak of it in the fame tirnis? No? 
Their habits were contrary, their difpolitions were inimical 
to equal freedom. They were familiarized to a fyftem of 
rule more defpotic, and familiarity had rendered it congenial. 
Their fituation and their feelings were truly lamentable in 
the eyes of men enlightened by comparifon, and by a know¬ 
ledge of the true nature of the human freedom. It would be a 
talk worthy the benevolence of Britain to relieve thole 
nations from the bonds of mental flavery. But if they fliould 
refill the lights of philofophy, if they ITiould rejeifl the pro- 
pofed good, confidering it as the greatell of ills, and de¬ 
clare that they love their old conftitution, arbitrary and def¬ 
potic as it is, better than the beautiful and the free fyilem 
of Britifh legillation, what mud he done ? mud we aban¬ 
don the government of the country rather than agree to rule 
over them by laws inimical to omfelves? furely not: men 
mud he governed by thofe laws which they love. Where 
thirty millions are to he governed by a few thoufand men, 
the government mud he edahlilhed by confent, and muil be 
congenial to the feelings and to the habits of the people. That 
which creates tyranny is the impoiition of a form of govern- 
ineiit contrary to the will of the governed ; and even a free 
and equal plan of government, would beconfidered as defpo¬ 
tic by thofe who defired to. Bave their old laws and the^ 
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ancient fyftem^The honourable gentleman painted in the 
moil pathetic colouiing the fituation of the miferable na« 
rives. In all their calamities, in all tlieir iufferings, it would 
be a confolation to their hearts to have their old laws, inftead 
of the new inftitulions and the new judges which ha'I been 
impofed upon them by the Britifh legiflature. 'J’he houfe 
had in the report of the committee, an account of the. pro¬ 
ceedings of thofe Judges. Tliey were arbitrary in the ex¬ 
treme. I he incroachraents which they made on the moll 
facred privileges of the people, the violation of their 
dearell rights, particularly in forcing the ladies before their 
courts; the contempt that was fliewn for their religioMs ce¬ 
remonies and mylleries; and the cruel punilhments infli£led 
upon them in cafe of their difobedience ; new, llrangc, and 
obnoxious to them ; all theie thing.s contributed in fadl, 
to compel tlie IJritifh legiflature to rellore peace, older, and 
unanimity to the extenfive territories of India, by giving 
them the laws which they approved. Wc had luflfered 
enough in attempting to enervate the fyllem of a country, 
and we mull now be guided a.s we ought to have been with 
refpecl to America, by Undying tlie genius, the temper, 
and the manners of the people, and adapting to them the 
laws that we ellablifli. 

Befides, the prefent diftraflcd ftate of tilings in thofe terri¬ 
tories'called for the immediate exercife of the wifdom and 
the power of Parliament; an end mufl: he put to the dif- 
orders; the contention l>etween the co-ordinate powers de- 
llroyed all government; and it mull be immediately deter¬ 
mined, which of the two powers were to be fuperior; gover¬ 
nor .and council, or the judge'!. As it was, there could be 
no government, no juftice, and no tranquillity ; and in fa£t, 
thofe who oppofed the prefent nieafure did it without confide- 
ration; they caught the‘idea of its being calculated to give 
uncommon and defpotic power to the governor and coun¬ 
cil; and without refledling that there exifted at this time, 
a more arbitrary and oftenfive tyranny, becaufe a contend¬ 
ing tyranny, than that which, even granting them this pofi- 
tion, was meant to be ellabiiflied : they exclaimed agalnll the 
iniquity of invelling the fupreme council with extraordinary 
powers; did they not know that there now reigned two co¬ 
ordinate powers, both claiming and exerciflng defpotifni, 
and that in the moil oflfenfive way; in contention with one 
another; ranging the whole country into parties; tearing 
the unhappy people; and di^roying by their oppofition, 
> 4 0^2 every 
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every principle and end of government, is order, 

fecurity, peace, and happinefs on the one fide; and ftiength, 
refpedt, and fplendour on the other. It was innnediately in¬ 
cumbent on the Britilb Icgiflature to put an end to this . 
anarchy, and particalurly I'o, becaufe there w.is no legifla- 
tion in the Britilh,dominions in India, and conlequently, no 
authority which could quiet thofe contending deCpots. In 
doing this they would certainly conf.r a favour on the native 
Indians, for they would de/iroy one of two defpotic powers, 
and by eftabliftiing folid government, would at leafl give fe¬ 
curity to the governed. This was necefiary for the atlual 
prefervation of the territories; for no government could fub- 
fiil without authority; and it was pcrfedlly ufetul for him 
in that place, and in that feafon, to inculcate the neceffity 
of llrengthening the liands of goveriur.t;iit in that quarter of 
the world, f or thefe reafons then the honourable gentleman 
faid, tlie ccmmitlee who had been appointed to enquire into the 
coinpiaints of the Britifli fubjedls and natives of India, had 
recommended this plan to the Houfe, as the moll lil^ely to 
reftore concord and good order to the people, and to give 
firmnefs and ftahility to the government. J Ins was the re¬ 
medy which they had tiiought immediately necefl'ary to he 
applied, for Use t^*m|iorary redrefs oi the fubbftiug grievances; 
there was no time t.i be walled'; the feffion was drawing to 
an end; and fomerhing muft be done before their prorogation. 
If this Aiould be found to be inelfedlual, Parliament would 
have leifure to deliberate on foirf* more ade<|u.ue plan of ju¬ 
dicature, in which the fenfe 01 the people themfelves might 
be colledled, and a permanent fyftem eilabliHied, founded on 
their confent. 

Mr. Caurtfnay faid, he had liftened with the utmoft atten¬ 
tion to the honourable gentlettqan that fpoke laft, who 
often dilFufed the light of reafon arid philofophy through that 
Houfe ; however in the prefent inftance, he had been difap- 
pointed. He had heard eloquence pleading the caufe of def- 
potifm ! and what were the reafons adduced by the honoura¬ 
ble gentleman ? he (liould take the liberty of Hating them 
candidly and fairly. Why, the honourable gentleman had 
faid, that the people of India had no reprefentatives; 
that they were governed by an army, neither voted nor 
paid by the Britifh Houfe of Commons; that we enjoyed the 
monopoly of their trade and induftry. What then j "Why, 
fays the honourable gentleman, eflablifh defpotifm over fo 
many millions pf patient, inoffenlive, induHriops peo})h; 



A. 1781. DEBATES. 

for that istlie only proper mode of governing them. Such 
are the honourable gentleman’s premiles! and fuch his 
conclufDn ! And are ihefe the only weighty, important, 
and in'^ontrovertihle arguments, which the honourable 
gen leman’s ingenuity can I'uggeft, imlhe defence of a claufe, 
veiling the governor and fupreme council with abfolute def- 
potic authofitv over the property, libeify, and lives of fo 
many Brililh fuhjedls ! He begged pardon of the Houfe, they 
were no longer fubjei^ls if ihat c'aiife palled; they weic 
Haves. The honourable gentleman iiad indeed painted the 
iituation of thofe people pathetically and truly. But what 
was the whole fcope of liis rearoiiing, the jet ot his argu¬ 
ments? The Cientoos are indeed opprelled and wreiclied at 
prefent; but let us furnilh the governor and council (whole 
tenfler mercies tliey have To often experienced) with the balm 
of defpotilm to pour into their wounds, and all will be well. 
Such are the piinciples of legiflation ; lueh are the principles 
of philolophy, on wliicli this claufe Hands! T he hooouraiHe 
gentleman, in order to evince the neceflity of eftablifliirg def* 
porifm ill the go vernor and council, had launched out into a 
bitter (and he hoped exaggerated invedlive, againft the 
judges); that the judges (taking advantage of their litaation) 
had committed adts ot oppreflion and injulVice, he would not 
deny; hut if they had done lo, by wrefting, perverting, and 
applying the law, contniry to the fpuit and intention of it ; 
was that a rcafon why the governor and council ftiould be em¬ 
powered to act arbitiatily and tyrannically, co.urouled only 
by their own difcretlon ? 'I he natives indeed h td one fpeclfic 
remedy. If a Cienloo was imprifoned, he was deprived of 
his property ; nay, if he was deprived of his life by an order 
of counc il, (in the latter cafe, Mr. Courtenay fuppofed his 
friends and relations mufl apply for juftice) the native of 
India might commence a procefs in VVeftminfler-Hall, and 
fue the delinquent for damages ? Such was the fpecific reme¬ 
dy ; fuch the redrefs; fuch the confolation pointed out to 
the natives of Hindollan by the humanity of a Britifh a<51 of 
Parliament. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, a fimilar mode of obtaining a poHhu- 
mous juftice was (he had heard) eftabliftied in Turky. The re¬ 
lations and friends of a convi6led and executed criminal were 
allowed to produce evidence before the judge, and if his in¬ 
nocence was proved, (after his death) he was acquitted of the 
crime; yet tbe honourable gentleman had been pleafed to treat 
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every ulea of granting any portion of freedom to the Gentoos 

clitidini) ahfurd, and ridiculous. Was it, continued Mr. 
CourtenaVj childilh ? was it ridiculous in his honourable 
friend (Mr. Dampller') to exert himl'elf with that liberality 
of fentiment, which alwavs diftiniiuiiflied him, to fave the 
wretched inhabitants of India from the cruel and rapacius 
liand of deipotilm? 

Mr. Courtenay urgf'd, that the fame fpecious and falla- 
cidus leafoiiliig, as the honourable gentleman ufed, was 
equally applicahlo to prove the necpiiity of governing by 
ailiitrarv p'^wer in any part of the globe. 'I hs honourable 
gertlemaii had tallied of two co-ordinate defpotic powers, 
wliich mull (w’lthont the regulations introduced into the pre¬ 
lent bill) exill between the governor and council, and the 
judges. Ttut the honouralde genthman’s aiTtrtion was the 
whole of hfs logic. Mr. Courtenay begged leave to afk the 
honourable gentl'^man, whether it was not pofllble to give 
the natives of India feme portion of liberty adapted to their 
piejiidices, law’s, manners and religion; this was all he con- 
teniled for; Ul ample authority he veiled in the fuprerne 
niagillrates of the Hate, for the falvation of the Hare, but 
not for the opprefllon and ruin of individuals. 'I'o keep the 
judicial, executive, and legiflative powers dillinfl or feparate, 
was the true and w’ife policy of every free government. 

The honourable gentleman had (in defence of his argu¬ 
ment, contcndeil, that there was 110 legiflative power exiil- 
ing in the llritifli dominions in India; therefore dellroy the 
judicial power (as far .as this c'aufe goes) blend it with the 
executive power make it as defpotic as poffible, for the 
happinefs, protevHion, and fecurity of the people! 

Mr. Courtenay laid, he would ever oppofe fuch princi¬ 
ples and fuch logic. Arbitrary power was not to he truHed 
with anv man, or body of men; the tempation was too 
gtrat, .’nd was ever ahiifed. But in the prefent cafe, even 
Tii»=- petty (.ind often oppreflive) creatures of power were 
pioteiHed, and the mcaneH men employed by the governor 
and council exempted fioin all judicial pro'c:ution. The 
torrent of defpotilm not only threatened the fertile fields of 
HindoHan with ruin and defolation, hut the foul ftreams, 
which flowed from this impure fource, were conveyed to 
the remoteft corner of the country. Was it from the mild, 
linmane, liberal conduct of governors and councils in India, 
that fuch an unlimited, fuch a dangerous authority, was to 

be, 
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be veiled in them ? How had the natives fuiFered by oppref- 
five, rigorous, and cruel monopolies ! How were I'uch vail, 
and jullly invidious, fortunes acquired in that country ? 
How had the interior police, how h^d the adminiilration of 
that country, in rcfpedl to war and peace, been concluded f 
By whole orders, by whofe councils, by whofe fiiggeftion, 
was the Kohilla war commenced; and a brave and Ipirited 
people exterminated? Wl'.o had occafioncd the Mahrafta 
war, and tiie prelcnt calamities of the C.unatic, by the in- 
vaiion of 1 lyder Ally ? 

If, continuiid Mr. Courtenay, the natives i^f India liad 
been always ruli-d in an arbitiarv, tyrannic manner, and 
were never lubjed to a n gular jut iiilidioii ; if they had been 
lUangers to the blfibngs of kitowing wiitten and eflablilhed 
laws, fome plaiifible arguments might liavc bc-en advanced 
by tlte honourable gentleman. i>nr it was weli known that 
the Gentoo laws (ol which we w'cie furnlllird with a iianll.i- 
tion by the India Company) Ipcciliecl and defined every 
crime with j>recifion and accuracy, and allotted adequate 
-(according to their ich as) and proportionate punillmienr. 

Tho'e laws, Mr. Courtenay oblerved, liad tlie faitdlic'ii 
of divine authority among tliem, were adaptid to their cli¬ 
mate, and intlmateiv blended witlt their manners and reli¬ 
gion ; and their fiinilarity, in many cafes, to the Mofaic law, 
proved both their antiquity and vvildom. 

Mr. Courtenay remarked, that his honourable friend 
(Mr. JX’mfler) had contralied tlie [jrelent Hate of the peo¬ 
ple with what it would be, if Cuch a claulc palTed, by expa 
tiating on the advantage the meaner fubje'Sl now enj'*yed, of 
applying for his Habcu, Copu^, How was this anlwcit-d by 
tlie honourable gentleman ? I'liat in feveral caf s the cliii-l- 
juftice had refufed to grant one. But, if the chief jullicti h.id 
refufed to grant a Habeas Corpus in all cafes, did tliisllicw he 
had granted it in none? Na; dire£lly the contrary. 

The honourable gentleman bad indeed owned, that in that 
twilight between peace and war, hetw^een anarchy and regal 
government, in Hindollan, fome acts of oppreflion had been 
committed; he then hegged leave to afk the honourable gen¬ 
tleman, if this political twilight had produced oppreflion and 
tyranny, would the darknefs of dcfpotifm produce happinefs 
and profperity ? 

Mr.. Courtenay concluded,> by calling on the Houfc to 
advert to the’fituation of fo inai^y millions of Britifh fuhjeifls 
in^ndi.i, who (by a former aft) were thought w\rthy of 



67 * 


parliamentary a. 1781. 

i 

fome attention and prote£bion. But this claufe militated 
againil: the fpirit of our own a 61 , which wasdefigned to fliield 
the harmlefs native from the rapacity of unfeeling avarice. 
What would be the co;^fequence ? The afPeflions of our lub- 
jedls would be alienated; they would feel themfelves more 
miferable from the contrafi:, and inuft fink under the accu¬ 
mulated weight of anguifli and defpair. Our commerce, 
odr revenue, mufl: decline; and this country would ultimate¬ 
ly fulFer. Though the thunder of derpotifm burft on liin- 
doftan, Britain would feel the Block; it would operate like 
the re-aifling eleilric Broke, fo ably derftonfl rated by a noble 
l,ord in his eye (Lord Mahon), hy W'hich fatal effefts are 
often produced at a great diftance from the place where the 
lightening falls. 

The committee divided on this claufe. Ayes 75; Noes 5. 

Sir HdoIi 1 he following fperch of Hugh PaUiJcy, was deliver'd 
by him in the Houfe of Commons, on Monday the 4th of 
December, lySo, the day he look his feat. The lli.-ufe was 
in a committee of fupply, and the navy eflimaies were the 
fuhje£t under confideration. We gave the fuhjlancc of the 
fpeech in its proper place, hut the following authentic copy 
having been handed about in private circles, we have thought 
it will not be unacceptable to our readers., 'I'he fpeech, as 
given to us, is preficed with the following remark. 

It has been no unfrequent pradlice, to publifli parlia¬ 
mentary as well as other ipeeches, very different from thofe 
adluklly deliverul, and with great changes and enlargements; 
and much mav be faid in favour of the praflice, when there is 
not any intention to deceive and miflead ihe reader. But in the 
following fpeech, there are few variations or additions. 

Sir, I did not call the honourable gentleman in my eye 
fMr. Fox! to order, though he gave me fufficient caufe for 
it; becaui'e 1 would not appear afraid to hear any thing he 
might fay at any time, or in any place, or on any ground 
on which he might think proper to attack me. 

Being unaccuflomed and unqualified to fpeak in a public 
aflemhiy, and having now many things to fay, I muft beg 
the indulgence of the committee, by allowing me to have 
recourfe to what I have committed to writing. 

But I muft flrft apologize to the fK.hle Lord [Lord North! 
next to me, if, in the coorfe of wh.it 1 have to fay, I ftiouia 
tepeat part of what his Lordfhip has already expreffed; not 
having been apprifed of the generous fupport with which his 
Lordfhip had now been pleafed to honour 'me. / 

, 1 am 
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I am not furprifed at the attack now made upon me. After 
fucli har/h reflections and high menaces, as are faid to have 
■ been uttered concerning me in this Houfe, whilft 1 was abfent, 
it was fcarce poflilde that my enemies.Qiould decline ail ceil-, 
fureof me when prefent. 

Tints forelecing that there would be an attempt to rnife 
a new llonn againft me on my flrll re-entrance within thr-fe 
v.alls, and througli me to excite new convuJfions in the flate^ 

I am come, in Tome degree, prepared for reliflaticc; and I 
rarnTlIy intieat the committee to grant me a patient-hear¬ 
ing, whtlil 1 olfer I'o.ne ohfervatioiis in behalf of the moft 
injurfd character in t!je kingdom. 

Notwithrtancling the. esireme violence of the prejudices 
againft me on the acquittal of Admiral Kejqiel, and the out¬ 
rages which n.>llovved, I nt-ver fo yichled to the impreflion.s of 
adverfity as to l-e without the hope of Anally obtaining 
juftice from the voice of my country. It was this hope, 
u'itli the confciouftiefs of the reClitude of my conduCl and 
intentions, which fuftained my fpirits throughout tlie fuc- 
C'^eding unequal confliCl: thefe encouraged me to'perfevere 
in the vindication of my honour, at the imminent rifque of 
feeing that and my life facrificed to the rage of party Had 
1 been in the leaft inclined to wave the conteft, my enemies 
affeCted to he fo merciful as to give me a fair opportunity. 

They ftrongly expatiated on the cruelty of permitting a trial 
which, as they conceived, even on the fuppofition of inno¬ 
cence, miift, from the univerfality of the prejudices againft 
me amongft my brother officers, terminate in my conviClioii 
and death. 'I'hey folemnly wafhed their hands of my blood. 

They tenderly declared tbemfelves fully fatisfied with my 
prefent fuflerings; nav, to alleviate thefe, they were focom- 
ppfllonate, that though they proferibed me from the honour¬ 
able line of my profeffion, they had no objeflion to my having 
an ample penfion for iny fupport in retirement. Such was 
the language of my enemies, both in and out of Parliament. 

But I did not hearken to it. I was neither terrified by iheir 
menaces, nor fooihed by their pretended kindnefs. 

7'he event of my trial confirmed me in the expeClation, 
with which I had before confoled myfelf. My judges, prov¬ 
ing fuperior to the influence of party, and the dread of un- 
merlt^ unpopularity, difeharged their oiSce with a determined 
impartiality ; and the refult was a fentence, which 1 lhall 
ever think moft honourable to eye. In the introdu6lory part 
my judges declared, that ** my condudt and behaviour 
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were, in many refpeds, highly exemplary and meritorious.” 
I'hough too, the court had i'erutiniz^ into every part of my 
conduct, with an alinoit unexampled liridlners, the only 
oiniffion which couU), be fuggefted, was, that 1 did not 
inform the commander in chief of the ditahled ftaie of 
the Formidable, 13 ut fo far was tlie court from imputir.g 
this to a blameable cauiV, or from attributing the lealf ill 
confequence to it, that they ftaled it in dubious and re- 
luf^ant terms, limply pointing it out as a matter of opinion; 
and having fo done, they concluded with an abfolute ac¬ 
quittal. Indeed, had 1 conceived, that there was a probabi¬ 
lity of imputing fuch an omiHion to me, 1 Dionld have been 
more full in my explanation on this head. 1 did take notice 
that the fignal of diftrefs in the fighting* inftruiSllons was 
not applicable; and that the condition of the Formidable 
was fo apparent, as to make any information from meunne- 
celTary. I alfo noticed, that 1 had no frigate by which I could 
fer.d informatioH ; the Milford, which was the only frigate in 
my divifion, having been taken from me by Mr. Keppel 
tarly in the afternoon. But 1 might have advanced feveral 
fieps fartlier, to obviate the idea of omiiTion. Till the Fox 
r ached me between ieven and eight at night, Mr. Keppel’s 
own condu< 5 f did not leave me the h afi: room to fiippofe him 
ignorant of the Formidable’s inability to reach the length of 
my ftation in the line; for he not only did not make any 
enforcing fignal to fignify his exj>e£fation of feeing my divi¬ 
fion in the line till thirteen minutes after fix, when the fignal 
for coming into his wake was hoiflcd the fecoiid time; but 
alfo, on putting out the pendents of feveral fliips of my 
divifion at half an hour .after fix, he did not think fit to make 
my pendent one of the number; whence I concluded, that he 
knew my Goiulition, and therefore did not expe^f me. In 
refpeift to afterwards (ending information by tlie Fox, if 
had thought it neceflary 1 had not the opportunity ; the Fox 
having lepurated from me before 1 could finilh what I had 
began to fay to her captain. What other means I could have 
devifed to fend an explanation to Mr. Kep])el, time enough to 
anfwer any purpofe, I am (Fill to learn. But all this is not of 
importance to me. The terms in which the omiffion is ftated 
with the acquittal which follows, fufficiently protedt my 
charadler, being repugnant to the moft remote idea of cri¬ 
minal imputation. 

Since my trial, I have patiently waited for the fubfiding of 
ihe public prejudices, and fp far as regards xny exculpa^n 
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from the charges for my conduct the day of engagement, 

I have reafon to believe, that the proceedings on my own 
trial have opened the eyes of many ; who, before they knew 
what was my defence, had been feduced into an injurious 
opinion of me: and l^trun*, that the (nore thoroughly the 
rgrounds on which my judges a<Sled, are examined and undrr- 
Ifood, the more convincing the proofs of my innocence will 
appear. 

Jlut ftiU fome unfavourable impreflions continue to operate 
againft me, on account of my accufation of Mr. Keppel; and 
for this 1 have been blamed, even by forne perfons of great 
refpe( 3 , who were far from being indifpofed to form an im¬ 
partial judgment, if they were furniilied with the neceflary 
materials. 

In this part of ihe cafe, my ill’fortune expofesmeto the 
mofl: embarralfing difadvantages. On the one hand, there iS 
a fentence acquitting Admiral Keppel, and declaring my 
charges malicious and ill-founded. But, on ‘the other hand, 
the manner in which I was urged and driven to become an 
accufer, and the grounds on which i could have fuifaiiied 
my charges, are not only ill underllood, hut in truth havo 
never yet been explained by myfelf. The proper time for 
difculbng this matter was, when Mr. Keppel was on his 
trial; but then the opportunity was denied to me. The 
trial.being clofed, and a judgment of acquittal irrevocably 
pronounced, it might feeni inviduous and unbecoming on 
iny part to publidi to the world what I fhould have offered 
in fupport of my charges. Such a meafure I have therefore 
declined hitlierto; nor will I ever be induced to adopt it, hy 
any thing lefs than its being authoritatively called for, or the 
moft apparent impoflibility of otherwife refilling the attempts 
to complete my ruin. But then the difficulty is, how to 
avoidfuch an extremity, without fur rendering myfelf a quiet 
vii^im to the perfecuting fpirit of my enemies. The leaders 
of them have continually been loading my name with re¬ 
proaches; and though fome of them, on many accounts, 
have a title to much refpetSl, yet even thefe fo forgot all 
manlinefs of charafler as to affail me with the mod embit¬ 
tered eloquence in this Houfe, when it was known that I 
could not be prefent to defend myfelf. Now too, that 1 am 
prefent, they know the advantage they derive from my being 
unendowed with qualiiications for a popular affembly; and 
thence they are encouraged to refcommence their attacks; 
though furely they cannot imagine^ that 1 fliall fit dill, 

without 
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without at leaft endeavouring to give a ch^tk to any afper- 
lion aimed at me perfonaliy. Under thfl'e circumftances, 
ihould I continue acquiefcing in thele public attacks of ,my 
charader, without any attempt to repel them; more el’pe^ 
daily at this time, when I am threatened with new elForts to 
keep me out of the fervice of my country; 1 Oiould eftah- 
lilh (he credit of the mifreprefenrations by which 1 deem my- 
felf fo highly injured. Some explanation on my part is there- 
jbre immediately requifite,. to difappoint iny enemies of the 
final accomplilliment of their defigns. 

It is not, however, my intention to revive the conlideni- 
tion of the palled tranfadions relative to /^dnlirai Kepjitl and 
myfelf, farther than he and his friends lliall compel me by 
their hofi:ililie«. 1 am well convinced, not only that very ill 
coiiiequences have already arilen to the public fervice fiom 
the contell between that gentleman and me, hut that new 
mifehiefs will be geneiaied if the fuhjed is refumed. Ihuler 
this impreilion, I think it incumbent on me to make great la- 
crifices of my own private feelings, rather than adminifter 
the leaft pretence for any farther difcuflion of the grievances, 
of which the Honourable Admiral and I refpedively com¬ 
plain. Therefore, on the prefent occahon, I fliall avoid 
fpeaking to many points in which my cljaracter is interefted; 
and I lliall keep within much narrower limits than I ftiould 
preferiheto myfelf, if I .aimed at the full defence of my con¬ 
duct towards the Honourable Admiial who is oppofed to me. 

7 'he friends of the Honourable Admiral, in their invectives 
again ft me, feeni^ to place their cluef reliance 011 ihc fenteiice 
pronounced by his court martial; I mean that part of the 
fcntcnce which declares niy charges malicious and ill-found¬ 
ed. This is the hitter fpring from which my enemies draw 
poifon to impregnate their licentious declamations. 

If the Admiral’s friends were •content with appealing to 
this fentence as a teftimony of his innocence, 1, on my part, 
for the fake of public tranquillity, would forbear all complaint 
and ohjedlions; but when the Admiral, or his friends, aim¬ 
ing at a farther perfecution of me, apply that fentence to fix 
upon me the ftigma of being a falfe and malicious accufer, I 
cannot acquielce, 'Fhc injui'y is too grofs to be patiently 
fubmitted to. As fuch I feel, and will lefift it. 

Sir, 1 can make many important ohje^ions againft the 
proceedings of the Honourable Admiral’s court«>nQiarttal; and 
|i> far as they afTetft me, 1-deny their authority. .$hould my 
eiieoiies perfevere in their threatened motiqn to diftjualify me 
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from t^ie fervice of my country, they fhall fifid me ready to 
lay bcfoie this Houf'ea full and pointed explanation of aUthe 
bnrcUhips ami irregularities by which 1 conceive both the 
* }Hi!)lic mid rnyfelf to be aggrieved; and I will undertake to 
prove n-y objedlions, from the trial jointed by authority of 
the couir, and the one publifhed by authority of the Admi¬ 
ral himfelf. At i refent it would be premature to enter mi¬ 
nutely into (uch a difcullion, there being no motion before 
the rommiuce to warrant it. Butafter having heard thefeg- 
tei.ce of Mr. Keppel’s court-martial, fo loudly and indig- 
n.Miii V prelFed agmnll me, I trull that the committee will iii- 
dulg'* me wiiii fome preleiit general obfervations upon it. 

I m g' *' fay ot ihc leiitence, that the part which condemns 
me for *va;. ex.ra-judiciul, and therefore ought not to 

afi'edl me; ami, legally fjieaking, I Ihould be judiiied. The 
court w.iK n.'t cor.ititured to try me, or my motives. The 
Honoura! ie Admiiai alone was the fubjedl of their jurifdic- 
tion. ^Vhu.lle^ he was innocent or guilty, was the only en- 
t|ui: V ’o w>Aci» ih- court Was competent; and fo the court 
fonietiines toUl me, when 1 put quehions tothe witnefs that 
relart-ii to my owi f ^t dudl. But for the prefent I will not 
fai \ her urg.' ,h • com L*s ii*coT'p“tence. The complaint which 
1 fli.ill nov. enforce IS, hm their not hearing me. As profe- 
cutoi I ii.id clearly .1 !;ght to ohferve upon the evidence; [ 
had a right to reply to tlie Admiial’s ilefence. To obferve 
upon the evdence and defence, after examining witneffes to 
fupport it, is llie lig!.' ol every complainanr, either by him- 
felf or counli'l. m every caufe, in every court. 1 fay this 
of my own couiury ; but fliould I extend the aflertion to 
every other country in Europe, 1 Ihould not run the rifque 
of iiutcli coiuiadivfi ion or exception. To hear obfervations 
from one party only, is contrary to natural jullice, contrary, 
to the pradlice of all epurts I have heard o^. That both 
parties fliouid heard is as elTenrial to jullice in courts-mar- 
tial, as it is before other judicatures. The maxim of auJi 
alt I ram partem is uiiiverfal; it is the golden rule, for the gui¬ 
dance of all courts. But, phiin and obvious as this right of 
being heard is, 1 was oppofed in it by the Honourable Ad¬ 
miral himfelf; and it was denied to me by bis court-martial. 
Admiral Keppei objecled to my being heard on the merits in 
any llage of the trial, and the court yielded to the objedlion 
throughout. 

On the clofe of the evidence for the profecution, I offered 
to addrefs the court, and tendered a paper for that purpofe: 
* but 





PARLIAMEJNTARY a. 178J, 

but tbe Admiral inflantly objedted to my being heard, cx^ 
plaining hiittielf to mean, that I had no right to make a 
fpeech on the merits in any ilageof the caufe; and the court 
without knowing what the paper contained, after fome 
deliberatiotl, refolved^not to hear it. I then folicited to 
know, whether I Ihould be at liberty to addrefs the court 
bit the clofe of the evidence on each fide* The Admiral 
repeated his ohjedlion to my being heard on the merits in any 
f^ge ; and emphatically faid, that he would oppofe it to the 
laft minute, if the court had anfwered my queilion nega¬ 
tively, my intention was, to have protected againft their 
proceedings, and declined any farther attendance. But 1 
was mifled into a belief, that finally I was to be heard ; for 
Admiral Montagu, one of the court, declared, that when 
Admiral Keppei’s witnefles had been examined, he fliould be 
extremely glad to hear every thing the profecutor had to fay ; 
and this declaration was not contradi 61 ed, or in any difputed 
by the rell of the court. The faft 1 now ftate appears only 
in the trial publiflied by authority of Mr. Kcppel: the 
words which pafled after the court’s refolution not toliearmy 
paper, having been ordered to b‘e expunged from the Judge 
Advocate’s minutes, though part of tlie matter expunged had 
been minuted by the Judge Advocate at my particular re- 
quiGtiou. 

After the defence and the examination of the Admi-' 
tal’s witne0es, 1 again preiTed the court for a hearing, 
and claimed a right to reply to the defence, and to ob- 
ferve upon the evidence, giving, as an additional reafon, 
that the defence was in great meafurc a recrimination of 
me, the profecutor. But I was again interrupted by the 
Admiral, who infilled that it was unprecedented; and I 
was again refufed a hearing by the court, notwithfland* 
ing Admiral Montagu’s promife to hear every thing I 
fhould have to fay. Thus the trial clofed with a fen- 
tence acquitting the accufed, and condemning the accu- 
fer, after hearing the former, whenever he thought fit 
to addrefs the court; but without once hearing the lat¬ 
ter, either in fupport of his charges, or in juilification of 
himfelf* 

Such are the extraordinary proceedings, on the authority 
of which 1 have been continually the fubjefl of popular 
declamation, both in and out of Parliament: fuch is the fen<* 
tence, on the balls of which an honourable member of this 
Houfe has, I am. told, pledge(j^ himfelf to impeach one of 
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liis Majedy’s mtirifters, aiid to give the final blow for my 
deilru^lon. 

But before he becomes an accufer^ with fuch a feiitenc# 
for his fanflion, the honourable gentleman may find it coiv* 
veiiicnt to deliberate on the difficulty of juftifying fuch ai» 
irregular proceeding as 1 have defcribed. if he undertakes 
the talk he will have many ftrauge ailertions to make, maiiy 
embnrrnffing propofitions to inanitain ; fuch as I cannot imatf 
giiic any man, however confident, w'ill prefume to ofier in 
that Houle. 

Will the honourable gentleman fay» that it is cOnfifienC 
with infiice and impartiality to hear one party only ? 

Will he aflert, that it is conlbnant to juftice to hear every* 
thing from the accufed, and at the fame time to refufe hear¬ 
ing any thing from the accufer ? 

Will he ail'err, that an accufer has no right to be heard oti 
^he merits in any ft age of the trial ? 

W ill he deny, that it is the pratSlife of Parliament, and of 
all our courts of juftice, to hear accufers and complaints 
of every kind, by themfelves and their counfel, on their 
merits ? 


Will he allow, that if the Houfe lliould impeach any 
of the King’s minifters, it will be juftifiable in the Houfe of 
Lords to refufe a hearing to thofe appointed to condu£f the 
impeachment r Or, will he-fay, that they would fubmit to 
be reft rained to the examination of witnefies only ? 

Will he deny, that fince the aera of the Revolution^ the 
twelve Judges of England have fubferibed their names to a 
paper, wiiicli folemnly recognifes the right of the profecu- 
tor to obferve on the evidence and reply to the defence in 
treafon; or will he deny, that Lord Holt, the then Chi^f- 
juftice of England, was one of thole judges ? 

Will he deny, that the volumes of ftate trials prove a con¬ 
tinual exercife of the fame right, in crimes of every clafsand 
denomination; in thofe of the higher order, thofe of the mid¬ 
dle order, and thofe of the lovtrer one; as well in felonies and 
mifdemeanors as in treafon } 


Will he deny^ that the late Lord Cliiefijuftice of the Com¬ 
mon-pleas, when Solicitor-general, exercifed this right againft 
a noble Lord now Uvu^; or that the prefent Chief-juftice of 
the fame court, apologiled for not exercifing it on the trial of 
the Duchefs of Kingfton ? 

Will he denVf that in Mr. Home’s cafe, the prefent Lord 
Qt £ngland| recognised the right of reply as 
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too cfear to bear an arj^ument, though thf* accufod, to avoid 
a reply, Hiould decline ofierit'g a f'yliable of eviil<-*nce; or 
will he deny, that Mr. Horned delencc was replied to by • 
the prefent Lord C^iancellor, who was then Attorney- 
general ? 

Will the honourable gentleman deny, that in all coin- 
plaints and accufaiions by individual rneinhers of either lioulc 
<»£ Parliament, it is the conrtant practice to hear obl'et'.-.itions 
from, and to allow the reply ttt the complainant; or will he 
deny, that a late menil er of this Houfe exercifed ihi'* light in 
the laft ftlhon of Parliament, on a very fenuus charge againil 
the noble Lord [Lord North] near me. 

Will he deny, that the Judge*advocate, or any other per- 
fon profecuting, has a right to he heard at land courts-mar¬ 
tial on tVie merits, when fuch prol'ecutor lequires it } 

Will he deny, that profecutors, who appear and demand to 
be heard on the merits, are heard at naval courts-martial, 
and fay that it is unprecedented ? 

Will he deny, that the Captains who accufed Admiral 
Knowles, were heard in ohfervation on the evidence, and in 
reply to his defence ? 

Will he deny, that Admiral Knowle? was heard in ohler- 
vation on the evidence, and in icply to the defence of his 
Captains, on fourfeveral trials ? 

Can be name one indance of a prolecutor, who was refii- 
fed to be heard by a naval court-martial, except the inllancc 
of myfelf at the trial of Admiral Keppel ; or if he can find . 
fuch, will he fay that it is conformable to edahliflied prac¬ 
tice and approved precedents, and ought to be followed ? 

Will he aiOert, that it is juft to condemn any man as a 
falfe and malicious accufer, without a trial or hearing of any 
kind ; more efpecially in a cafe in which one part of the de¬ 
fence was a recrimination of the accufer ? 

Will he deny, that 1 am entitled to the benefit of that 
chapter of Adugna Charta^ which declares that jnftice fhall be 
denied to none, that none fljall be taken or iinprifoned, none 
ftiall be outlawed, none fhall be ban idled, none fhall be de- 
ftroyed, unlefs by the lawful judgement of his peers, or the 
law of the land t 

W^ill he fay, that it is not contrary to Magna Charta^ con¬ 
trary to juftice, contrary to the law of the land, to condemn, 
to difqualify, to rocord me guilty, before 1 have been tried or 
heard \ 

^ill 
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Will he fay, that it was right in Admiral Montaga to pro- 
mife a hearing to me, and the Court to acquiefce in it, and 
jifterwards for the fame judges to refufs me a hearing - Or 
will he undertake to produce one other example of fuch 
a co.n(hi 6 t from any coiiit of this ccftantry o;i a folemu 
trial ? 

Will the honourable gentleman adert, that, if he fliouhl 
be an acculer of any nunifter, or any man in this Houfc, it 
will he jufiifiahle to refufe I'.earing a Ipeech from him on tht^ 
merits in any ftage of his acculation ; or that he ought not 
to he heard <-n clofe of tlie evidence for the accufed ? ^ 

Will tlie honourable gentleman rihjue having it recorded, 
in the Journals of thi'' lloui'e, that if he ihould ever be fo un¬ 
fortunate as to have a charge againih liim, whether for a ma- 
liciqus accufation, or any other matter, it will he jurt to con¬ 
demn and punilli him without hearing one word fiom him in 
his exculpation; w'ithout I’utfering tliat eloquence, hy which 
lie lias fo often attacked and defended others, to he once ex¬ 
erted in behalf of himltlf? 

I cannot convince myfelf, that the honourable gentleman 
will rifque his fame and popularity on fuch language and 
doctrine. But though lie fhould he fo tranfported by the 
rage of party, liy v-eal for the Admiral, his friend, hy hatred 
of me, or by any other incentives, as to make fuch a moc- 
kery^of truth and juflice; or even though his committee of 
fafety fhould puhlifh to the world their implicit aflent to the 
pofition, that an Englifhman, or any man, could be condemn¬ 
ed to utter ruin without trial or being heard; I truil that they 
W'ill not have the countenance of this honourable aflcmbly. 
At luaft, i trufl, thatwill not here be found a majo¬ 
rity of fuch determined bigots to the caufc of the honoura¬ 
ble Admiral, and the party he is attached to. If too the 
hfonourahle gentleman Ihonld thus deeply pledge himfclf to 
ellahliflia precedent of injuftice, it is not nnpoffdile hut that 
he may live to fufTer by his own invention. He is well read 
in the page of human life; he knows the lirang^' viciflitudes 
to which ir is liable; he is not ignorant that none are exempt 
from a portion of its hittcreft calamities; he niuft feel, that 
the more elevated the ftation the more ir is expofed to the 
rude aifaults of winds and tempefts. L’ghtning will hla/.e 
and fire the proud and lofty palace, whillf the low and lium- 
ble cottage elcapes unhuit. Let the hoiiouiahle gentleman 
then, for a moment, explore the deep ahyfs of futuie events, 
and he will there fee, that even h» may be accufed ; tliat even 
VoL. III. 4S he 
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he may be forced before the awful tribunal of juftice. But 
fhould he be thus arraigned, how can he claim to plead in 
fupport of his own innocence; or ihould he fo claim, may 
not his judges fternly pronounce this fevere and tremendous* 
fcntence of retributi^)n ? You are the unjull judge who 
condemned your fellow-fubjecl without trial or hearing ;— 
He ftrenuoufly urged you to liften to his exculpation, before 
you recorded him guilty;—he foiemnly warned you agaiiift 
tRablifhing fuch a precedent of injuftice But your heart 
was Reeled againft the tender feelings of humanity, your ear 
was deaf to the loud cry of juftice; and under the pretence 
of public good, you made a lacrifice to an unbridled paffion 
of private refentment.—Thus, by his fate you promulgated a 
law for puniftiing without trial ; a law for your owndeftruc- 
tion. The law is moil: harQi and cruel; hut you are its-au¬ 
thor;—you overwhelmed your advefary by enforcing it.— 
Go thou, and by the fame Jaw perilh likcwife;~this is your 
fentence!—let it be eternized for the future inftrutSlion of 
mankind;—bur henceforth let the law be repealed ;—your 
punifliment alone will fuffice 10 teach men how to refpedt the 
equal courfeanJ order of juftice. 

Should tlie lionouralde gentleman defend Mr. Kepiicl’s 
court-martial for condemning me unheard, is it poflilile that 
he can redeft on the aftetfling fltuaiioii I have imagined for 
him and not tremble ? or can thofe ralh perfons, if fuch there 
be, who lhall ftoop tofeaich for precedents to uphold him in 
fo unjivft aconflidf ; who /ball ranfack the annals of injuftice 
to famSlify fuch doctrine ; can they, I fay, after this notice, 
proceed in their office without fear of the confequences !— 
No; i think it impoffible ! Let them then retire in time; 
let them defift from the inglorious purfuit, before they are 
covered with fhame and difgrace. 

Sorry I am, that the occahon ftiould extort from me fuch 
ftrong colouring, fuch impoffioned language. But the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, and his friends, are not yet pledged to 
palliate or defend the condemnation of me without trial or 
hearing; and I wifli, if they will not ftirink from tlie talk 
of being advocates for violated juftice, to leave them with¬ 
out the leaft excufe for fuch a condmSf. 1 am tlie more forry 
to fpeak thus ftrongly, hecaufe 1 feel for the judges of the 
honourable Admiral’s court-martial. When they refle< 5 l on 
the ferious confequences from the dangerous example of con¬ 
demning an officer unheard, I am fure that they will be af- 
flidted at one part of their proceedings. I do not on this occa- 

4 S 31 X ^‘ 0*1 
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fion allude to the acquittal of their honourable Admiral, or 
to the approbation they haveexprefled of his condu£l; but I 
fnean, that they will lament having refufed me a hearing, and 
yet condemned me for malice. Thus much I fay concerning 
them, left the gentlemen Ihould fuppofe that I impute to 
them a deliberate and intentional deviation from jufrice. 
Cireat as my fufterings have been from their imputation of 
malice to me, 1 leally exculpate them in point of intention;;^ 
and I will do them the juftice to believe, not only that the 
injury 1 complain of was not wilful, but that they will bemoft 
happy to fee me fully relieved from its dire effeifts. • 

Thefe obfervatioiis on the proceedings of Admiral Keppcl’s 
court-martial, 1 fuhmit to the committee, very much detradt 
from the weight and authority of their fentence. However, 

1 do not .alk to impeach the fentence, confulered as an ac¬ 
quittal of the honourable Admiral.—Xo; let him enjoy every 
benefit poflible to be derived from an acquittal; let his friends 
perpetuate the memory of it by illuminations, by triumplial 
procelhons, by parliamentary congratulations, by offerings 
of boxes, by addreffes, by ftatues, by columns and monuments, 
by inferiptions; let his day of acquittal be commemorated 
as an anniverfary. But when the friends of the honourable 
Admiral extend their views ftill farther; when they declaim 
ngainft me as convidfed of a malicious accufalion; when 
mohsvare excited to deftroy ray perfon and property, to enter 
forcibly and pull down my dwelling houfes, and to infuit my 
friends and fervants; when there are in Parliament perfons 
fo loft to all fenfe of jufiice as to palliate fuch outrages and 
felonies, or rather almoft to defend them ; when the friends 
of the Admiral accufe me of criminal difobedienceas an officer, 
and in the fame breath ufe threats to deter me from a trial; 
when during the pendency of my trial, they confederate 
to inflame my judges againft n?e, and fo to reach my life ; 
when, notwithftanding my acquittal, they ftill proclaim me 
a guilty perfon; when they ftate Mr. Keppel’s acquittal as a 
condemnation of me; when they juft ify Mr. KeppePs judges 
for refufing to hear me, his profecutor, and for condemning 
me as fuch unheard; and when, to complete the meafure of 
injuftice, they threaten to make the fentence by a court, 
which neither would hear, nor had the power to try me, the 
ground for recording me as infamous by a vote of Parlia¬ 
ment : I fay. Sir, when all thefe provocations occur, can it 
be expected, that I ftiould tamely and paffively fubmit myfelf 
to the injuries thus heaped upon ftie, rather than utter any 

4S 2 thing 
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tiling to the difpnragement of Mr, Kcppel's court-rnartial or 
their procesdin^’sr I am as zealous for the good of niy coun¬ 
try, I am as ready to make j’acrifices of my own pei ronal con-^ 
venience to it, as my enemies can bo. But 1 cannot think, it 
either for the honour or advantage of my country that any 
officer or man iliould acquiefce in fnch treatment. If an en¬ 
quiry into the juftice of the pioaeJings of Mr. Ktppcl’s 
^ourt-niartial flioulil produccany public mifchief; if thereby 
his acquittal hecomt s Icfs fplendid, lefs honourable; his 
friends, who force on the difcuffion, are relpoiiilhlc both to 
their country and him ; not I, wlmain ready to bury in ob¬ 
livion part iniuries, if the honourable Admiral’s friends fliall 
abftam from faiiher piovocations. 

It may perhaps he laid, in julliticatioii of Mr. KeppcKs 
coui t'lnartial, that tin re are inhanccs of lentcnces by other 
coLUts-marlial, acquitting the .nccufed, and leprobating the 
acculer lor making the charge. 'I'hat time aie Inch mftanccs 
1 readily admit. Nay, though ovciy thing iieyond trying the 
accufed is ceitaiiily extra-judicial, yet, where the accufer 
has been heard in fuppoil of his charge, and fails grofsly ; or 
has declined to be heard, and admits that his charges are not 
proved, it may be excufable, under very aggravated ciicum- 
Ifaiices, tocoiifurethe .iccufer, for the fake of more com¬ 
pletely marking the injury done to the honour of the ac- 
cufed. But 1 call upon Mr. Keppel’s friends to namo one 
example of fuch a lligma on .an accufer without allowing bun 
to be heard in fupport of his charges, ami in d.^fencs of 
himfelf for making them. Without fuch a hearing, how is 
it poffible to form an adequate judgement of the condm^l of 
the accufer, or of the grounds and motives on which he pro¬ 
ceeds ? Who can fay what new lights may arife when a great 
inafs of evidence is explained, digelled, and commented upon ? 
Befides, as I have already urgted to the committee, it cannot 
be fair and juft, to hear the evidence obferved upon and ap¬ 
plied by one of two contending parties, witliout allowing the 
fame benefit to the other, if that equal advantage had not 
been denied to me by the honourable Admirars court-martial, 
who can pretend to fay what would have been the confe- 
quence? My defence before the court-martial upon me proves; 
that the recrimination, on wliich the honourable Admiral 
refted part of his defence, was capable of being falfified; and 
though there was not fo much evidence to this point before 
his court-martial, as occurred afterwards, yet there was mat¬ 
ter amply iufficient to have evinced my innocence in themoft 

material 



68 s 


A. 1781. DEBATES. 

material allegations agaiiiil me, if I had not been reArained 
from explaining myfelf to the court. "I'heevidence of Cap¬ 
tain Mar/liall, commander of the repeating frigate, fo warmly 
and deftivedly applauded by Admiral Keppel, with the tefti- 
mony of the mate and minuting officer of the fame frigate, 
without any thing more, if I had been allowed to make my 
comments on the lignals thofe three witnefles fworeto, would 
have effieclually difproved the chief part of the recriminatory 
charge in Mr. Keppd’s defence. If too, the court had fuf- 
fered itl'elf to have been pofi'efled of the key to fo material a 
part of the cafe, who can pretend to fay that it would not have 
caufed impreffions favourable to me ? What mightTrave been 
the refiilt, it would not become me to give my fentiments, far¬ 
ther than by faying, that I am confident it would have cleared 
me from the imputation of malice, cv^en in the minds of thofe 
members of that court, who gave their confent to that part of 
tire (entence, wliich was not unaninrous as the acquittal was. 
1 have ftill too refpe^table an opinion of the judgement an,! 
honour of thofe gentlemen, to believe that they would have 
entertained fo injurious an opinion, if they had heard me. 

So much 1 offer to the committee, to protedl myfelf againtf 
any argument from that part of the lentenceof the honour¬ 
able Admiral’s court-niaitial which condemns me for malice. 

Now, Sir, I beg the indulgence of the committee for a 
fhort time longer, in order that 1 may explain in what light 
1 fliall appear before the committee, if the extraordinary and 
irregular condemnation of me for malice, annexed to the ho¬ 
nourable Admiral’s acquittal, is laid aiidc. 

If Admiral Keppel’s cafe and mine are compared, inde¬ 
pendently of the worifs in tlie fentence which impute malice 
to me, the moft eloquent of his friends will find it no eafy 
tafk to difcrlminate between us, with the leafl fliew of ad¬ 
vantage to the honourable Admiral. We have 'both been 
accufers; we have both been accufed; we have both been 
tried; we have both been acquitted. In any one of thefe 
points, what can the honourable Admiral's friends objeiSf to 
me, without detradtingfroin his fame, from his merits, from 
his importance, at leaft in an equal degree ? 

They indignantly objedl as a reproach to me, that my 
charges were a recrimination. But are there no circumftances 
under which a recrimination may be juAified ? becaufe re¬ 
crimination is prefumptively and at firA a ground to fufpeiSt 
that the accufer is influenced by bad and iniereAed motives; 
is it tliereCore to be always concluded, that a recrimination 
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cannot be true, cannot proceed on juft and honourable 
grounds? If the perlbn accufed thinks that the crime or 
fault imputed to him belongs to his accufer, is it incon* 
liftent with honour to undertake proving it ? If too the 
original accufer, preferring a fecret, undermining, and in¬ 
direct attack on his opponent’s reputation, declines making 
his cliarge inn legal way, and fo endeavours to difappoint the 
man he criminates of a trial; is not fuch a conduCt a ftrong 
pnivocative to a well founded recrimination ? Is there no ex¬ 
ample of fuch ivcriininations in the naval fervice, and have 
they always been condemned ? Did not Admiral Knowles’s 
captains rPciiminatc, on tlie ground of their conceiving that 
lie attempted to (hift his own faults upon them? Was not the 
Admiral tried and cenfured upon this recrimination? Was 
not the coiuluCl of liis captains much approved of by their 
brother oiheers at the time ? Will the officers of the navy 
concur in the opinion, that no provocations, no injuiies from 
their commanders, (hall juftify a recrimination, however 
founded in trutli ? Suppole, however, for a moment, tliat 
recrimination is ever wrong; fuppofe that there was no ex¬ 
ample of it before, how can the honourable Admiral and his 
friends deteft me for recrimination without condemning him? 
Are they clear, that there has not been as mucli of recrimina¬ 
tion on his part as on mine? Are they certain, that he did 
not recriminate with circumftances far more unfavourable 
than thofe which occurred in my cafe? My accufation of him 
was made fo as to put him upon liis trial : I fpecified my 
charges; I rifqued beinga profecutor; 1 abftained from being 
a witnefs. JUit the Admiral acculed me at firft in dubious 
and obfeure terms; and though on his own tiial he avowred 
accufation, he never would confc.nt to-bring a charge againft 
me. Thus when I was tried, he became a witnefs againft me, 
and delivered his teftimony in fo narrative a way, and with fo 
much freedom and copioufnefs of ohfervation, as to difeharge 
the offices both of accufer and witnefs, and fo in fuhftance to 
adt in two charadlers, whilft in point of form and refponfibi- 
lity he appeared only in one. Which then of the two nccu- 
fations was the moft manly, the inofl diredl, the moft open, 
and the moft agreeable to law and juftice ? Which of the two 
accLilations molt participated of the quality of recrimination? 
mine, which followed a fecret an<l iixlireiS accufation; or his, 
which followed an avowed and direct one? 

The common notion, 1 am aware, is, that I made a charge 
againft the Admiral to Ikieeii onyfelf from a trial;—butnor 

thing 
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thing can be farther from the real fadl. Before I made any 
charge againft the Admiral,! gave him the fuileil opportunity 
of firft charging me. Nay, in eiFeft, I publicly called upon him 
' in this Houle to bring me to a trial; for when he infinuated 
here that he was difpofed to overlook. *and hide my faults; I 
rejedled the proffered favour as an infulr, and I claimed an 
accufation from him, if he thought me defcrving of the leaft 
cenfure; obferving, that hints and infinuations were worfe 
and more dangerous than charges. Had the Admiral avow¬ 
ed accufation when he was thus urged to it, I could have 
had an immediate trial, without being expoled to yic odium 
of firft appearing as an accufer. But the Admiral would 
neither exculpate nor excufe me; knowing that the Admi¬ 
ralty would not grant me a trial without a charge of fomc 
kind or otlier; or that if one had been granted without 
any charge under the then circumftances, it would have been 
called a lham trial. By this manoeuvre I was driven to the 
fatal alternative, either of becoming an accuffr ot a man, 
too great to be queftioned without tlie utmoft b:r/,ard, or of 
I'ubmitting to the injuriiis imputation of being deemed ibt* 
caufe of our doing fo little in the action, when, if theie wa^; 
blame, 1 thought that it belonged to him. Having made my 
charges againft tlie Admiral in a legal way under this em- 
barraffment, 1 again evinced my anxiety for a ttial on my- 
fellk For this purpofe 1 wrote to the Admiralty, and deliied 
that the Admiral miglit he required to ir.ake his charge 
againft me, and that 1 might he put upon my trial imme- 
di.itely after his was over. He was fo required, but he ftill 
declined a legal accufation. Yet as his defence was a dire6l 
recrimination of me, immediately after the Icntence acquit¬ 
ting him, 1 wrote once-more to the Admiralty, to demand a 
trial on the ground of the charges appearing againft me on 
the Admiral’s defence. Upon ri)is the Admiralty once more 
called apon Mr. Keppel for an accufation. But notwith- 
ftanding this third requilition, founded upon his defence, he 
ftill refufed to make his charges legally. However he would 
rot abfolutely renounce his right, as 1 imderftand the words 
of his letter, hut only difclaimed an intention to cliarge me; 
his laft letter truly obferving, that the law had fixed a period 
for bringing charges, which in fa 61 was not then elapfed. 
Thus he made fure of bringing me to a trial in a manner the 
inoft advantageous to himfelf; the moft difadvantageous to 
me. On the one hand, he had every reafon to think that 
when the proceedingsof his coUft-martial were confidered by 
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the Admiralty, his recriminating defence would force them 
to undei take the profccution of me*; in which cafe he was fure 
to he a witnefs againft me, inde.ul of being refponfible as a 
profecutor, and 1 was fure to be left without any fpecification 
of charges. On the” other hand, by adverting to the time 
which the law allows for Inch accnlaiions, he feemed to re- 
ferve to himlelf a right to proiecurc, if contrary to hisexjjec- 
tation, the Admiralty thoeki not direCl atiial. Confider thefe 
fit'ls, and r(tmpare niy condii6f as an acciifer, with the Ad¬ 
miral’s. The refult will be, that all the art and policy were 
on the lific of the Admiral; .all the ooennefs, and, if we judge 
by events, all the urguardednefs were on mine. But 1 do 
not envy the honouiabJe Admiral luch a fuperiority. 

• It has been urged againft me, that 1 was too late in my 
accufation; and that if ] had ih ught the honourable Admi¬ 
ral guilty of mifcoiuludd, I ouglit to have a\o\ved my fenti- 
ments immediately, and without waiting till he accufed me. 

1 anfwer thus. 1 ‘ torn the beginning, the conduct of the Ad¬ 
miral was not adequate to my expedtations. I thouglit, that 
the engagement ot the27ih of July was injudicioully con¬ 
ducted ; that the manner of carrying us into adtion was dif- 
orderly; th.it there was too much negleCt of manoeuvres, too 
much contempt of the enemy, too much confidence at firft; 
andtoornuch awe of the enemy, too much dillauce from them, 
too much diffidence of ourfelves afterwards. Rut my friend- 
Ihip and efieern for the Admiral, his previous fervices to his 
country, his high name in the world ; thefe moved me to a 
favouml)k^ conftruClion ! and thus influenced, I imputed the 
mifearringe of the day to error of juilginent, to ill health, to 
ill advice, to ill fortune, to every thing devoid of that evi¬ 
dent and pofitive criminality which miglit force to under¬ 
take the painful office of accufing one whom I then deemed 
my fr iend. As there was not room for praife, I did not beftow 
it; and as 1 then conceived, that theAdmiral’s failures might 
not be wilful, 1 both avoided public accufation, and moll 
rigidly abflained from fecret detraClion. But new lights and 
new occurrences prefented to my mind a very different view 
of the Admiral’s condufl. When the dlfcontents increafed 
through the nation, in confequence of the reflection, that a 
fuperior fleet of England had, for a time, declined continu¬ 
ing to engage an inferior one of France, and permitted it 
to return into port, in the middle of fumir.er, unpurfued ; the 
oflicers, relations, friends, and de{>eiidents of the honourable 
Admiral, thought fit to acco'jint for this new phaenomenon at 
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the t'X[>(?nce pf my leputation; and for that purpofe fome of 
them publiftied to the world, that my deafults had prevented 
^ fccond engagement, t-eing thus injurioufly attacked, I 
both perfonally and by letter folicited tjie honourable Admi¬ 
ral to give a check to fuch afperfions. *But he refuTed to do 
this julVice to my charaiHer; and on conveifing wiili him and 
his firll captain, 1 found, that they nor only coun'-unanced 
the iianders ae.ainft me, but added to tbeir ii'-mber, by rej 
fufing to acknowedge, either that on coming t-iU ot the ac¬ 
tion 1 inllanily wore to return to the enemy, or that they 
had even once feen me on the j)ioi)er tack for that fjurpofe. 
This cKplaiiation fiom the lionourabh; Admiral and his hril 
captain excited both aftoniiliment ami fulpicion. i was 
amazed at their denial of fuch unror.trovertible fa< 5 fs, and at 
the Admiral’s adopting a language fo inconfiflent with the 
high commendation of me in his public letter; and 1 then 
favv, that tlierc was a plot concerted to deflroy my character 
without a trial, and fo to make me chargeable for tlie Ad- 
mind’s failures. My feelings on the occahon were the 
flionger, hecaiife I was confeious, that the chief part c! the 
battle hail fallen to the fliare of me ffnd my divifion ; th.r I 
had fet an example td forwarJnefs to purfoe our blow by 
inftantly returning upon theenemy, and coiitinuing to Hand 
towards them again; that, though the lall out of the engage¬ 
ment, I was advancing to he the firft in the renewal ot it; 
and that I fliould have had that honour, if the Admiral had 
not declined renewing the action, and taken his fleet in a di- 
redlion from the enemy. Under thefe circumflances, it was 
natural, that I fliould Icrutini/.e the Admiral’s condur?i more 
rigidly, and no longer lee it with tire partial eyes of a friend ; 
and on fuch a view of the unhappy mifearriage, I at length 
imputed to real ntglei^A, what 1 before had afcrlhed to caufes 
which might be jrardoned, more cfpcclally in confideiation of 
former lervices, and fuch as at firft did notleem to me to pre¬ 
clude the hopes of better management in cafe of again meet¬ 
ing the enemy. Indeed, if, In Mr. Keppel’s place, tlrere 
had been a man indifferent to me, one of whom 1 had not 
before formed a very high opinion, it is probable, that njy 
mind would have ftiaped a different courfe, probably my firft 
judgment of the matter might have been the fame harfh 
ojie, as is conveyed by the charges againft the Admiral. Bui 
what apology can lie make for the latenefs of his accufation ; 
he, who had the charge of the fleet, and the command in 
chief; he, in whom the nation repofed its confidence, not 
only for the difeharge of his own duty, but to fee that thofc 
under him comrdetely performed wliat they.owedto the ftate? 
VoL. r;i. 4 T What 
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What apology can he make for firft praiflng me by a public 
letter, and in equal degiee with Sir Robert Harland, and af¬ 
terwards accufmg me for the fanu' affair ? Shall he be at li-* 
lierty to retracb his a^plaufe, and to fubftitute accufation for 
it r Shall he be ailow'cd to fay, tliat his heart di£lated ceiifure, 
whilfl his pen wrote praife ? And fliall meic lilence rcfttaiii 
me from accufation, or be iinpttled to me as infincerity and 
iljfconriilcncy ? 

As to the flate of the proofs on the two trials, I purpofely 
avoid aircomi»ariron; hecaule that would be entering into 
the merifo of them, w,iich 1 think would at thi^ time he im- 
profier. * 

If the Admiral’s friends choofe to putTue the fubje 61 :, and 
to contrail my trial and the terms of my acquittal with his, 

I do not fear the comparifon. His fentence, it is true, is 
more pompoully expielTed than mine; hut when the incidents 
to the two trials are confidered, it will be moie than a coun¬ 
terbalance for the external brilliancy of his acquittal. The 
Admiral had every advantage to favour him on his trial. He 
was aided by the influence of the moll extenfue family con¬ 
nexions; he was backed by the whole party in oppolition to 
govcrnir.enr, the heads of whicii daily crouded the trial to 
countenance and protedl him. He was not wholly unaided 
even by lome of the profelTcd friends of Adminiftration. His 
fudges throughout refufed a hearing to me as a piofecutor. 
Having announced myfelf anaccufer, I, from motives of de¬ 
licacy, declined to appear as a witnefs. Before the trial, 
Parliament altered the place of trial in his favour, to accom¬ 
modate him, without fo much as a folicitation of this dif- 
tindlion from himfJf; and a number of Admirals petitioned 
the King to throw a Ilur upon the accufation. But 1 had no 
fuch advantages. Inflead of them, 1 had the moll trying 
difficulties to encounter: the prejudice from having been de¬ 
clared by Mr. Keppel’s judges, a malicious accufer: the pre¬ 
judice from the inllained and mad Rate of the multitude 
through the kingdom : the prejudice from having any accufer 
a witnefs : the prejudice from the votes of the two Houles of 
Parliament in favour of Mr. Keppel: the prejudice from the 
continual etl’orrs of the party in oppofition to government 
againfl me, to deter me from having a trial : the prejudice 
from the efforts, nay from the menaces, of the fame perlbns, 
to aggravate the difficulties of fuch a difadvantageous trial: 
whilft, from beginning to end, there was the moft apparent 
. pnffivenefs on the part of thofe in government and their 
friends: the prejudice from the want of a fpeciiic charge : 
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the prejudice from the threats to my judges if they acquitted, 
with the prejudice from the applaufe promifed if they con¬ 
demned. With fuch advantages on Mr. KeppePs part, ac¬ 
quittal became fo eafy to him, that, though there had been 
faults the moft cenfurabJe, condemnation was barely poihble. 

With fuch difadvantages on my fide, it was even furprifmg, 
how innocence could efcape the £ei y trial. Which acquittal 
then was moll honourable. Admiral Keppel’s, with every 
prejudice, every indulgence, every exertion, every advantage 
for him; or mine, with every prejudice, every obllacle, 
every hardfliip, every advantage, againllme? ^ 

y««r, 29. 

The order of the day for examining witnefles on the peti¬ 
tion of the American prifbners confined in Mill-Prifon, at 
Pfymouth, was read, and Dr. Farquharfon, of tlie Sick and 
Hurt Office, was called to the bar. He informed the Houfe, 
that the prifoners had an allowance per day, per man, of 
one pound of bread, three quarters of a pound of meat, one 
pet of beer, half an ounce of butter or of cheefe, together 
with about half a pint of peal'c, orgteens in proportion in lien 
thereof. This w'as not fo much as the Frencli, Spanifli, and 
Dutch prifoners were allowed, for they had one pound and a 
half of bread a day. He faid, that this allowance v/as 
made for them before tlie war with France and the other pow¬ 
ers* commenced, and they had in making the ratio referred to 
the precedent in 1745, applicable to the cafe of the Ame¬ 
rican prifoners; but the allowance was greater than that 
which was given to the rebels in that time, for they had 
only a pound of bread, half .1 pound of meat, and a quarter 
of a pound of cheefe; they had neither beer nor greens al¬ 
lowed them. He faid, that they weie .dlowed the fame 
clothes now as they lud.bpcn from the beginning, that they 
.had a large airing ground, that tiiev were healthy and vigo- 
^rous; as a ftrong proof of whicli he would mention, that 
though they had been attacked by thefmall pox, yet out of 
fix hundred and thirty-one prifoners in four years only eigh¬ 
teen had died. Mr. Mullinan fpoke to the fame fail. 

Mr. Fox then rofe, and faid, that as the gentlemen had at 
leaft confirmed one part of the allegations contained in the 
petition of the American prifoners, viz. that they were not 
treated fo well, nor allowed tlie fame quantity of provifions 
that the French, Spanifli, and Dutch pilfoners were, he 
would fubniit to the Houfe the propriety and policy of this 
condudl. Whether it was fir* prudent, or wife, that we 
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fliould make a diftin< 5 lion in favour of the old inveterate ene¬ 
mies of this country, to tlie prejudice of thofe who w 4 re, and 
whom he hoped would one day be again our fellow fubje^s* 
If any preference were to be fhewn, he conceived it ought,* 
with prudence and p<11icy, to be made in favour of ^^mcrica'; 
but at leaft there ought to be no dillindlion made to their 
difadvantage. He would therefore, he faul, move for an ad- 
drefs to his VlajfUy to put them on tlie lame footing, unltfs 
frune geiui'^’.nan in office would give the Houfe an alfurance 
that vvirho*! t any farther proceeding it (hould be done. 

Admiral A'tpticl fpoke to the fame effect; fupported the juf- 
tice and the generofity of the idea of treating them at leaft 
with ccjiial kindnefs; and ivcommended to the Ilourc to 
adopt the wife policy of conciliating the minds of the Amc* 
ricans by offices of tendcniefs and prediledlion, by which 
they may be prompted lo treat the fuhjedls of this country 
in their hands with equal attention ; and by this interchai Se 
of kindnefs the old friendftiip and connection might be re¬ 
newed. He mentioned a circumflance which came within 
his own knowledge. When he was at Plymouth, in the 
command of the fleet, he received a letter from a perfon in 
that jail, ffatiiig that he was called upon by a large body of 
theAmciican prifoners, then in cuftody, to apply to him 
to folicit his interference in their favour, that they might he 
permitted to ferve his Majcfiy on board his royal navy .igainft 
the French, the ancient enemies of (ireat llritiiin. '^I'hey 
were eager to do this, from the regard which they had for 
Pritnin, though as Americans they had taken up arms for tlie 
prefervation of their domeffic freedoni, yet they were eager,^ 
and anxious to exert themfelves againil tlie common enemy ; 
and if they were granted this requeft, they would then cheer¬ 
fully fubmit to berried for tbeir offence in taking up arms in 
the original caufe of America againft the mother country. 
The perfon who wrotethis letter, laid that he was not an Ame¬ 
rican, hut an Englifliman, takeji on board an American pri¬ 
vateer; that he had fought under the Admiral in the reduc¬ 
tion of the Havannah, and was anxious again to fliare in the 
dangers and the niumphs of his country. This offer he con- 
fidered as fo honourable to themfelves, as well as advantageous 
to the country, that he tranfinitted the letter to the Admiral¬ 
ty, with an earnell: recommendation on his own part to 
accept the prnpofal, and give him liberty to take advantage 
of the offer. About two hundred excellent feamen would have 
been procured by this means for his Majefty’s fervice ; but 
the Admiralty, for what reufon he was never able to learn, 

had 
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had thought proper to refufe the recpeft. They had, how¬ 
ever adopted it (ince that time. 

Mr. Fenton rofe, he faid, not to inform the honourable gen- Mr.Pentnn. 
tleman that any meafurcs would be taken to put the Ameri¬ 
can prifoners on the fame allowance as^the Frencli, Spani/li, 
and Dutch prifoners ; he thought that the provifion made for 
tlie American prifoners was fully fufficient. It was declared to 
be fo by the witnelfesat the bar, and the bed proof of it was 
the remarkable health in which they had continued during yrc 
time of their confinement. 

Mr. Bamhcr Gafcoyne faid, that the American prifoners Mr.Bambcr 
were not only put on a better footing than the.labels were 
in 1745, but they had abfolutely more provilion than our own 
foldiers when on board the tranfports. He thought it would 
bo wrong to put them on the fame footing as the French and 
other prifoners of war ; they were not prifoners of war, bur 
were entertained better than any other prifoners under theTame 
predicament. It was natural for prifoners to complain; and no¬ 
body could blame them : but it was wrong in gentlemen to 
bring every complaint from prifoners before Parliament till 
the nature of it had been confidered. He never knew a judge 
enter a town on the circuit, but there was always a complaint 
preferred to him by the prifoners agalnft the jailor ; and he 
could fay, that he feldom, if ever, found the charge to be true. 

As io promillng that the Americans Biould receive a larger al¬ 
lowance than their prefent, he would do no fuch thing; he 
thought it already fufficient. and confiderably greater than 
one half of England enjoyed. A motion for an addrefs he 
thought premature; for it fhonld be preceded by a refolu- 
tion, Bating fome grievance that had been proved to the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Fox admitted the propriety of the laflr obfervation, m,- Fo\ 
and moved, “ That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the 
American prifoners are entitled to an equal allowance of 
bread with the French, Spanifh, and Dutch prifoners;” and 
before he fat down he condemned the cruelty, inhumanity, 
and barbarity of treating Americans worfe than other pri¬ 
foners. He infiBed, that if a pound and a half were necef- 
fary to a Fienchman, one pound was infufficieiit for an Ame¬ 
rican : and on the other hand, if one pound was fufficient 
for the American, the odd half pound was unnecelTary to 
the Frenchman; it was thrown away, and ought to be with¬ 
held. 


Lord 
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LordNoitli. Lord North faid, the prefetit allowance to the Americans 
was fufficient for their purpofe; and he was convinct'd, that 
every gentleman in the Houfe knew, that the bull the 
people of England, particularly the labouring men, ' re not* 
able to Jay out, individually, lb much money in the article 
of provifion<! as were allowed for t!ie fupport of each Ame¬ 
rican prifoner. He thought the Ameiicans ought to he 
treated with humanity ; and it was proved at the bar that 
they were fo; and when it fliould be confidered, that they 
had a far greater allowance than the rebels in 1745 ; that they 
liad a greater allowance even than our own troops ferving on 
hoard tr^hfports, lie could not fee that they had tlie leaft 
caufe to complain : they were fed and clothed fo as their 
health was preferved ; and what was furpril ng, out of fo 
many as fix hundred and thirty-one, only eighteen had died 
in four years. He thought therefore, that it would not be 
fufficient to rcje^l the motion before the Houfe, hut that other 
rcfoluticns fliould he propofed, flaring’ the fadls as they 
had been proved at the bar, that the world might be able to 
judge of the truth or falfehood of the charge. A precedent 
of allowance in former wars, made tlie government incline 
to give the I rench, Spanifli, and Dutch prilbners this 
greater allowance; but it wms furelv a bad argument to fay 
the Ameiicans had too little, becauie the f rench had more 
than enough, 7 'his was exactly tlieflate of the cafe. He 
did not believe that the Bricifli piiioneis had the fame, or fo 
good an allowance. 

Mr. Euikc. Mr. Burke replied to Lord North. He began with ob- 
ferving that the choice of precedents in this cafe was a little 
unfortunate; for there being a good and a bad one, the bad 
one was chofen, though the good was the moft recent; 
inflead of feeding men by the precedent immediately before 
our eyes, we llarved them by reforting to that of the year 
1745. He denied that the firitifli prifoners were worfe 
tieated in America than the Americans in this country ; 
aflerting, on the contrary, that they were quartered in the 
villages, and fuppliedwiih all that the markets could pro¬ 
duce. Ho aferibed the ill ufage of thefe poor men to the 
rancour and revenge that had pervaded our whole fpftem of 
politics with refjieft to America, and contended, that it would 
be as pernicious to our caufe as it was inhuman in its na¬ 
ture. 

With refpe6t to that declaratory motion the noble Lord in¬ 
tended to make, Parliament giightjhe faid, make refolutions, 
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but people would look to fa£ls) and no declarations could 
convince contrary to plain evidence. 

«* The Lt>rd Advocate argued ftrenuoufly on the oppoiite fide, LorJ 
condemning in very pointed terms Uie calumnialivc fpiiit 
which had propagated thefelibels onthenational munificence, 
and enforcing the propriety of defeating them, not by a ge¬ 
neral declaration, but by holding forth to the world fptreifi- 
cally what the allowance complained of aiflunlly is • 

Mr. Fox anfwered the Learned Lord, and with that open- Mr. Fok. 
nefs which conflanily marks and dignifies his conduft, de¬ 
clared, that his opinion had all along been of the. American 
caufe, that it was the caufe of freedom, the caufe of confli- 
tution, the caufe of V\ higgilm, and he had in its origin fin- 
cerely wtflied it iuccefs. if he had been an American, he 
believed he knew hlmfolf vvell enough to think that he would 
not have been m.ie^iive ; but being an Enghnnnan, be had 
conlid 'ltd it as !us duty, aiul it w.is his inclination to confine 
Ills elloits to an ardent oppolltion to thofe fanguinary mea- 
fures that had invohed us in tins war, and which being hof- 
lil(;-to freedom, be had conGdennl as contrary to the true in- 
teiefta of his country. He palled again to the fubjctfl in de¬ 
bate, and faid, that wlien the nolile Lord attributed the good 
health of the prifoners to the allowance and fupply from Go¬ 
vernment, his Lordlj)ip had omitted the liberal fubferiptions 
that had been railed for their comfort and fupport ; and 
which had this clfuft, that they convinced America that 
England was not yet without numbers who had hearts to 
il^commiferate the diftreflesof ptifoners; while Adminiftration 
^had nothing in view but to fatiale their revenge. 

TXxq Ford Advocate he rofented the charges of malice, 
refentment, and revenge, brought by the honourable mem- ‘ 
ber againft Adminiftration; the.y weie as falfe as unmerited, 
and whenever the honourable gentleman fhould raife up the 
rod of corredlion, he would retoit it back, and treat the 
honourable member according to tlie example he fet. He 
was not fnrprifed that the honourable gentleman rejoiced at 
the fiiccefles of our enemies; fuccefles to which he had not 
a little contributed by his language and conduit in that 
Houfe. 

Sir P. y, Clcrhe called to order, as the Lord Advocate had p_ j. 
fpoken once before; this brought on a debate relative to clcrkc. 
order, which lafted half an hour. When it was over, 

Lord Fielding role, and faid, Jie need not treat with much Ld.Fielding 
ceremony the motion of a gentleman who treated feveral adls 

of 
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of the legiflature fo difrefpcftfully ; By thofe the Ameri¬ 
cans were pronounced rebels; yet the honourable gentle¬ 
man had in fa« 5 V wilhed them fucceis. The rebellion of 1745 
had been mentioned ;,he was convinced that if the honou- 
able gentleman had lived at that time, and had fpoken of the 
vi6tories of the rebels at F.alkirk and Prefton-Pans, in the 
fame manrter he fpoke of the American vi6lories, twenty 
members would have llarted up at once to have him commit¬ 
ted to the 'J'ower, 

T\\(i Solicitor General arraigned the conduft of Mr. Fox 
in very fdvere terms. He afked him if he intended to con¬ 
fine himfelf to bare willies for the foccefs of the Americans? 
Did he intend to draw the fword, put on the American 
uniform, .and inlill under \V.afhinglon, to fight the battl.es 
of America, and point Ins fword againft the breaft of his 
countrymen ? 

Mr. Fox difdained to give any reply to calumnies drawn 
from mifiepiefentation, 

'file Iloufe divided : ayes 27 ; noes 75. 

Mr. Fox having loll his firll quellion, rofe .again, and 
moved his addrcls, as he at firll propofed, introducing 
It by fome animadverfions on the language of the Lord 
Advocate in the former debate. He profeli'ed to glory in 
having always adhered to whig principles, and, as a con- 
fequence of that way of thinking, to the claims of America: 
he did not deny that he wiflied America to be fuccefsful; 
hut how, in any other manner, he promoted them, jhe 
learned Lord perhaps could tell; he could not: this he would 
lay, liowever, no man had moie llrenuoully endeavoured to 
prevent thofe vidlories than he Iiad, by endeavouring to pre¬ 
vent the ejuarrei wliich neceflarily gave rife to them. 

The Secretary at If aj laid, that, after the refolution on 
wliich it was to have been founded had been negatived by 
the Houle, furely they could not agree totheprefent motion 
without making their proceedings ridiculous ; he ihould 
therefore move tlie previous quellion. 

Mr. Fox, in reply to this, anfwered, that he had no objec¬ 
tion to make the former vote ridiculous. 

Lord North perfuaded his honourable friend to withdravir 
his previous queftlon, and to fuller the motion to meet its 
proper fate, a dirc6i negative. 'I'he honourable gentleman 
iiad advanced, that he wanted to make the Houfe ridiculous 
and inconfiftent; it was therefore a quefiion between him 
and the Iloufe, whether they would gralifify him in beco- 
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ming fo, and their fenfe ought to be taken upon it. The ho* 
nourable gentleman*s explanation of his fentitnents towards 
.America, he could not but admire: The learned Lord had 
ill-treated him, in faying he promoted the victories of Arne* 
rica; he did not accufe the honourable*member of any trea- 
fonable deligri againftiiis country; he did not know of any*; 
and he was very fure that no one would attempt to bring, as a 
charge againft him, that he wilhed fuccefs to the BritiHi 
arms; tliat was a charge of which the honourable memb^ 
had taken no fmall pains to convince the Houfe he was com¬ 
pletely innocent. The honourable gentleman had gloried 
in his whig principles, and had frequently given fiich an ex- 
pofition of them, that he muft confefs mr himfelf, if fuch 
was whiggifm* he was a {launch tory; for the honourable 
gentleman’s principles went to no lefs than the eflablilhing a 
power in every individual to renounce his allegiance at plea- 
fure ; a power abfolutely incompatible with theexiftenbe of 
any fociety in the univerfe. Here his Lordfhip entered into 
an examination of whig principles, as applied to the Ame¬ 
rican war; flatingthat it was reconcileable with the opinions 
of Lord Somers, and every other great charadler of that 
party. As to the fubfcriptions for the Americans, tliey were 
too trifling to he fuppofed the caufe of the good health that 
had been remarked among them; and he was con^rmed in 
that'opinion by a paper in his hand, from which it appeared, 
that during the prefent year one prifoner had died ; in the 
laft year two; and in the year before eight. Now it was 

ifarkable that in the prefent and laft year there had been 

I fubfcriptions ; yet in both years there had died but three 
^prifoneq|g whereas eight had died in 1779, the year in which 
fubfcriptions had been faifed. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Lord Advocate then moved a proportion, « that it 
appears to this Houfe, that the allowance of provifions given voatt. 
to the American prifoners is to each perfon in every week 
feven quarts of beer, feven pounds of bread, four pounds and 
a half of meat, four ounces of butter, or fix ounces of 
cheefe, together with two pints of peafe, or greens in lieu 
thereof; and that the faid American prifoners have during 
their confinement lieen remarkably healthy.” To this mo¬ 
tion the Lord Advocate originally added, that this provilioti 
was greater than that allowed to our own troops when at fea 
on board tranlports, but this on the fuggeilion of his friends 
he omitted. * 

Voi.. III. 4 U 
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Mr, Fox. 


Cen. Bur* 
foync. 


Mr. Fox faidy it would be only deceiving the world to ilate 
the bare fa£^) without letting them know that a diftin£lion 
was made between French prifoners, who were treated ge- 
nerouily, and Americans, who were cruelly opprelled; an^ 
that the refolution of this day would not only excite the in¬ 
dignation of all Europe againft us ; but bring down the hor¬ 
rors of retaliation on our fubjefls, priibners in America. 

General Burgoyne laid, that it was not a fair ifate of the 
ftafe, that the Americans had more than our foldiers in tran- 
fports; the truth was, that the foldiers had their pay 
going ^n, which enabled the officers to advance them 
money to get a thoufaiid little ncceiiaries to make their fitua- 
tion more confortable. 


Ld. North. I^ord Non/? faid, that the honourable general was a little 
Diiftaken. The allowance was a pound of bread and half a 
pound of beef a week lefs to the foldiers than to the Ameri¬ 
can prifoiiers, and their pay was not as great while at fea as 
on ftiore. As to the indignation of Europe, and the terror 
of retaliation, he did not apprehend either : l,et the allow¬ 
ance fpeak for itfelf: it was fufficient; and Europe would 
think fo with him. As to retaliation, he wifhed to provoke 
the Americans to fuch retaliation; our prifoners in America 
would have reafon to rejoice at it, and reconciliation might 
grow from it, when the Americans Ihould know their fellow 
citizens, prifoners in England, had a more ample allowance 
than their own foldiers in America, who were lighting their 
battles. 'I'he fituation of our con try men, prifoners in 
America, was truely deplorable; and we had beui told inpge 
than once, by the rebels in authority, that if we did not 
feed them they might flarve : the honourable general could 
fpeak opon the fubjedf ; to his honour he appealed fora lair 
anfwer, whether our foldiers, prifoners in America, were 
treated in any degree like American prifoners in England ? 
Cen. Bur- General Burgoyne replied, that while he lay at Cambridge 
{oyne. he had many cafes of complaint refpedling the treatement his 
troops had experienced ; but ilill it was not on the fcore of 
provifions. 

Ceor;;e Lord George Germaine .replied, that many complaints had 
Weroiaiiie, been, made from the honourable general’s army while he was 
with it, but flill more after he left it, on the fcore of provi- 
iions; and there was not a poll that arrived from America 
which did not bring him letters filled with complaints of the 
barbarity experienced by our prifoners at the hands of the 
Americans. The queflion carried. 

2 Mr. 
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Mr. Foit then moved, as a fit proportion to folkiw that of 
the learned Lord, That it appears to this Hqufe that the 
/aid allowance is lefs by one half pound of bread per men per 
diem than is allowed to French, Spanifh, and Dutch pri- 
foners,” *• 

Lord North moved the previous quellion, and the motion 
was got rid by this means. 

The lard Advocate then moved another refolution: “ That The Lwi 
it appears to this Houfe that the clothing furnilhed to tlfc 
American prifoners has been fully fufficient, and has been 
fent to them ns often ns the fame has appeared to be^anting; 
and that the faid clothing is furnifhed at the public expence, 
and has never been difeontinued.” 

The motion was .alfo agreed to. 

The Houfe then in a committee went through tlie Eaft- 
India Charter Bill, and received the report. — Adjourned 
to luly 2. 

7«/y 2. 

No deliate. 

3 - 

Faffed the India regulating l)ill. 

The bill for allowing merchants to warehoufe fugar, upon 
bond, was reported to the Houfe, with fcveral amendments. 
Couhfel were heard in oppofition to the bill on the behalf of 
the fugar-reflners, weichoufemen, and others, who had pe¬ 
titioned againft it. They condemned its principle on feveral 
Ptpuncls, and contented th.it it was too late in the feffion for 
'^ad of fuch importance to pafs, confillent with the wifdoin 
and juhice of the legiilature; but Mr. Erfkine, who at¬ 
tended as counfel for the warehoufemeu, chiefly confined 
his objedions to that particular claufc, which enaded, that 
HO bonded fugars fhould lodged in any otlier warehouf« 
than thofe between Londoivbridge and the Tower, or within 
a (quarter of a mile nortljward from that line. The learned 
gentleman reprobated this limitation as a mere job, calculat* 
ed to ani’wer the purpofes of private intereft ; there could be 
no folid reafon afligned why this region of preference was 
better calculated for the houfingof fuch fug.irs than the foutli 
fide of the river, or any diftrtd wiihin an equal diflance, 
eaft or weft of the Cuftom-houfe; and yet fliould fuch a 
provifion pafs into a law, it muft infallibly ruin the owners 

of warehoufes in thofe parts, who had formerly employed 

2 t^'cir 
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their premifes in houiing fugar, feveral of whom were poor 
widows and orphans : he obferved* that tiiis was a new kind 
of redri&ion; for when fiinilar indulgences had been granted* 
on rum and tobacco, the commifiioners of the cuftoms had a 
power of licenfing warehoufes they pleafed for the re¬ 
ception of fuch articles ; a difcretion, which, he believed, 
had feldom or never been abufed, and therefore he trufted it 
would in this cafe be aifo allowed. 

o The counfel having withdrawn from the bar, a Ihort de¬ 
bate arofe on the fuhjed of Mr. £r(kine*s argument, and at 
length l^s propolitidn was adopted, a claufe being introduced, 
empowering the commiflioners of the cuftcms to licence 
warehoufes at fufFerance for that purpofe, tliough without 
the legal boundary, when they think in their difcretion it 
may be done confiftently with convenience and the interell 
of the revenue. 

The report was then read a fecond time, and ordered to 
l>e engrofled with its amendment«. After which, the Houfe 
immediately adjourned to Thurfday next. 

7 ^^^ 5 * 

The Lord Advocate prefented from the Secret Committee 
the appendix to the lad report on India affairs.—Adjourned 
to July 11. 

Jufyii. 

No debate.—Adjourned to July i6. 

16. 

The Jitormy General brought in a bill to amend a claufe in t 
the Cocoa-nut bill, which juft pafTec} the Lords; the claufe 
was that which impowered two juftices of peace to determine, 
and made their determination final in all cafes litigated under 
the Cocoa-bill. This claufe, which it was agreed to have 
expunged, and, in confequence of which agreement, an ap¬ 
plication for hearing counfel againft it was withdrawn, had 
inadvertently pafi'ed both Houfes. To remedy this defeat, 
this bill was read three times to-day, and fent up to the 
Lords. 

The Bengal Jurifdidlion bill, with the amendments which 
had been made in it in the Upper Houfe, was read, when 
„ g Mr. Burke informed the Houfe, that there was certain 
'* advice receive in town from India, that a moft difgraceful 

agreement had been made between the Supreme Court and 

the 
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the governor and council, and that the Chief Juilice, in dif- 
obedience of a pofitive aA of parliament, had accepted of a 
» valuable place. This conducSl; would require a very fertous 
inveftigation in another feiliony whqn the confideration of 
this fubjedi was to be renewed; and In the mean time, the 
bill, even with the amendihent8.that had been made, might 
be fuffered to pafs for the Ihort time that was to elapfe, be¬ 
fore a regular and permanent fyftem of law could be fet^ed 
for that country. ' 

Mr. Grepry faid, that no official account had been receiv- m. Cresory 
ed of the mameful tranfadlion alluded to by the, l^onourable 
gentleman, but he had every reafon to believe the report 
which had been received to be authentic ; and it certainly 
would merit the attention of the legiflature at as early a pe¬ 
riod as they could polEbly take it up. 

The bill then pafled with the amendments, and was car¬ 
ried up to the Houfe of Lords.—Adjourned. 

July 17. 

No debate. 

July i8. 

Tlie Gentleman Uflier of the black rod attended with his 
Majeily's commands, that the Commons ihould repair to the 
Houfe of Peers, whereupon they immediately went; and the 
bufinefs there being hniflied, the Speaker and feveral of the 
Commons returned to their own Houfe, when the Speaker 
^ptired to unrobe, and then returning to the table, round 
*^which the members flood, he read the fpeech which his Ma- 
jefly had juft delivered in the Upper Houfe. 

The Speaker then informed the Houfe, that it flood pro¬ 
rogued to the 13th of Septembre next. 
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